Introduction to the Verb Stems

The Hebrew verbs also have stems, which tell you how the verb is being used in the verse.
In the grammar books, there are seven stems.
Note that two of the stems are in parentheses. This is because they are actually subsets of the

]7|? /Qal, or simple active, stem.

1. simple active: a noun does a simple action

2. simple passive: something is done to a noun

(3. intensive active: subset of simple active: a noun does a simple action intensively!)

(4. intensive passive: subset of simple active: something is done intensively! to a noun)

5. active causative: a noun causes an action

6. passive causative: something is caused to be done to a noun

7. reflexive: a noun does something to itself

These are the patterns for the seven stems. Notice that #1,3 and 4 have the same simple letter pattern; this is
because they are all related.

#2, #5, #6, and #7 all have different patterns, with different letters added.

By convention, in grammar books (as in our workbook, Hinneh by Rahel Halabe) the stems are referred to by

the three-letter Hebrew word for ‘action’ ]73]9 where the ‘D is the first letter (1) of the verb, the 3] is the

second letter (2) of the verb, and the ]7 is the third letter (3) of the verb 3'5 2'3-7 1'5 (see below).
Here are the seven Hebrew verb stems, and their English abbreviations as found in the Lexicon:

1.]7 |?/ ‘73_7 g Qal (simple/active)

2]73_] DJ Niph. (simple/passive)

353.7 D Pi. (intensivel/active)

4173_] 9 Pu. (intensive!/passive, done to someone or something else)
5.]7 K 5.7 9 Ti Hiph. (active/causative)

653_] D ﬂ Hoph. (passive/causative)

7.]7 3] Sﬂ ﬂ Hithp. (passive/reflexive)

Here are three examples of Hebrew verbs WDW (quard), 7|7 D (number), and 717’ (beget), that

are found in each of the seven stems in actual Bible verses (most Hebrew verbs can only be used in a few of
the stems):



EXZWDW (guard) 3'? 2'?3 1'W

1. ﬁ?_ﬂw Qal (simple/active) he-(actively) guarded

2. 7@‘273 Niph. (simple/passive) he-was-(passively) guarded

3. WDW Pi. (intensive!/active) he-guarded-intensively!

4, WDW Pu. (intensive!/passive, done to someone or something else) he-was-guarded-intensively!

5. '1’?3127.‘! Hiph. (active/causative) he-caused-to-guard (someone or something)

6. 773‘27::‘ WDW'IH Hoph. (passive/causative) he-was-caused-to-be-guarded (by someone or something)
7. 17_3’(;7.“;_‘ Hithp. (passiverreflexive) he-guarded-himself

Ex: 7|79 (number) 3'7 2'|7 1'9

1. 7|?Q Qal (simple/active) he-(actively)-numbered

2. 7|?DJ Niph. (simple/passive) he-was-(passively)-numbered

3. 7|79 Pi. (intensivel/active) he-numbered-intensively!

4, 7|?9 Pu. (intensive!/passive, done to someone or something else) he-was-numbered-intensively!

5. 7’|79ﬂ Hiph. (active/causative) he-caused-to-number (someone or something)

6. 7@53 7|?D'|ﬂ Hoph. (passive/causative) he-was-caused-to-be-numbered (by someone or something)

1. 7|?Q.nn Hithp. (passive/reflexive) he-numbered-himself

Ex: 75’ (beget) 3'7 2'17 1"

1. 7]_7: Qal (simple/active) he-begat

2. 7]_71‘3 Niph. (simple/passive) he-was-begotten

3. .735 Pi. (intensive!/active) She-begat-intensively!

4. 7]_7’ Pu. (intensive!/passive, done to someone or something else) he-was-begotten-intensively!

5. 7’],7;7 Hiph. (active/causative) he-caused-to-beget (someone or something)

6. 7?:—‘ Hoph. (passive/causative) he-was-caused-to-be-begotten (by someone or something)

7. 7?:]'1:7 Hithp. (passive/reflexive) he-declared-his-own-begettings



Here is a useful way to figure out which stem the verbs are in.

1. Assign the numbers (3 2 1) to three-letter lexicon root of the verb you are working with:
The D or first letter of the verb, is 1
the 3] or second letter of the verb, is 2

the ]7 or third letter of the verb, is 3

2. Remove any letters not seen in the verb stem patterns.
3. Remove any other markings (vowels and dageysh, etc.)
4. See which pattern the verb looks most like

(Note: most verbs are b|? /Qal: simple active).
The stems will look like this:

1. 3 2 1 (gal/simple active) Qal

2. 3 2 1 J (niphal/simple passive) Niph.
3 2 1 (piellactive) Pi.
3 2 1 (pual/passive) Pu.

>

5. 3 K 2 1 n (hiph’ihl/actively-causing-the-action) Hiph.

(2]

. 3 2 1 (1)ﬂ (huph'ahl/hoph'ahl/passively-being-caused-to-do-the-action) Huph./Hoph.

7. 3 2 1 ﬂﬂ (hith'pa’eyl/reflexive/action-on-self) Hithp.

ex AW

1. 3721 1 (qatisimple active) Qal

2. 3020 1 I (niphaissimple passive) Niph.
3. 3721 1W (pielactive) pi.

.. 3720 1V puarpassive) Pu.

. 31 K 273 1W ﬂ (hiph’ihl/actively-causing-the-action) Hiph.

ol

: 3-1 273 1W (.I)n (huph'ahl/hoph'ahl/passively-being-caused-to-do-the-action) Huph./Hoph.

7. 31 273 1W ﬂﬂ (hith'pa’eyl/reflexive/action-on-self) Hithp.

(2]



Note: these are the most common and simple patterns of the stems; there are other patterns that can make the
word look somewhat different (taught in really advanced grammar classes).

Note: not all verbs will be used with their three-letter lexicon root. Some will use only their two-letter
foundational root, or even with added letters. But the numbering according to the lexicon root of the letters
remains the same.

Remember that all verb roots, by convention, are listed in the lexicon with three letters. But some verbs have
just two foundational roots.
Many roots are foundationally made up of three root letters; they can’t be reduced:

WDW (shamar) (guard)
7|79 (fagad) (number)
79 (yalad) (beget)

53& (achal) consume
_1:7 (dabar) speak

j DT (zachar) remember

Many roots are foundationally made up of two root letters, but with certain added letters in the lexicon root,

either as a prefix (before the root), infix (inside the root) or suffix (after the root): 0, 1, ’, ’7 ]

Here are some examples of verbs that are foundationally two letters, with their three-letter lexicon
roots:

1

37 D7 etachgo

’n n’l-‘ (hayah) be

’ﬂ ﬁ’ﬂ (chayah) live

,73 1-‘173 (chalah) complete, finish

1

A2 2 (gun sojourn
N2 X132 (vo) come, bring
DR DI (muth die

’

3]7 y-f’ (yadah) know
717 717’ (yalad) beget
NE NE’ (yatza) go-forth



17

ﬂ|7 ﬂP‘? (lagach) take

]

S]D yDJ (nasah) set-out/journey
179 1793 (nafal) fall
NW NWJ (nasa) lift

Here are some examples of the verb stems from the Torah:

Ex:

1]7|?/‘73_J§ Qal (simple/active)

Genesis 37:11: Joseph after telling his father Jacob about his dream:

N270-NX Y, 1PIANY; 1IN, 12-IRI1PN

the word (d/o) he- guarded and-his- father his- brothers in-him and-they-are- jealous

Genesis 21:1: God keeping His promise to Sarah regarding Yitzchag:

227 WK, TWR MY WY MR WK, T7P-NR TRD A1)

He-spoke as-which to-Sarah  YHVH and-He-does He-conveyed as-which Sarah (d/o0) He-reckoned and-YHVH

Genesis 4:1: Chavah on begetting Cain:

WX IR, XA, TR-NX TPR), 1aRY; IAYR MIn-NX VT, a8

man |- acquned and-she- -conveys Qayin (d/o) and-she- begets and-she-gets-pregnant his-wife Chavah (d/o) he- knew and- the human

a117-NN

YHVH W|th

2]75_]93 Niph. (simple/passive)

Deuteronomy 4:15: Moses exhorting the Israelites at Horeb (Mount Sinai):

N27 013, MR-, oK XY 02 102 nWnl1b, RN anTRYn

He- spoke in-day I|keness aII you -all- saw no for to -you-all’s- souls very and -you- aII are guarded

wRD 71AR, 2702 DD’bN K

the- flre from-midst in-Horeb towards- -yOU- -all YHVH

Numbers 31:49: the Israelites reporting to Moses after the successful battle against the Midianites:

T2 WK, TR0 WIK URI-NK R 7Y, APR-08, 10N)

in-our-hand which the-war men-of head (d/o) they-lifted your-workers Moses toward and-they-convey



UPR, 3200 TRDI-K?)

man from-his- k|nd was- numbered and- no

Genesis 21:3:
POY--TR 17 -0, 19-72117 112-0W-NR 052K RPN
Yltzchaq Sarah to-him  she- begot which to-him the-one- being- begotten his-son name (d/o) Avraham and- he calls

353]9 Pi. (intensivel/active)

Genesis 38:28: Tamar, daughter-in-law to Judah, giving birth to twins, in hard labor:

I, ARY I IT-5Y Wpm, NTPMT npR); 1-10%, ARTYR 1N

this  to- convey (two- ply)yarn his- hand upon and she-tie the-michwife and-she-take hand and he-give in-her- hard begettmg and-it-is

MR KL

first he-came-forth

Deuteronomy 4:15: Moses exhorting the Israelites at Horeb (Mount Sinai):

N27 013, "IAR-92, oK KXY 03 102 nnlb, RN anTnYN)

He- spoke in-day I|keness aII you -all-saw  no  for to -you-all’s- -souls very and- -you- aII -are- guarded

wRD 71An, 2702 DD’bN a3,

the- flre from-midst in-Horeb towards- -yOU- -all YHVH

4173_] 9 Pu. (intensive!/passive, done to someone or something else)

Exodus 38:21: Moses appraising the work after the completion of the Mishkan:

N7y W 2B-9Y TRD WX, NTYE 12WR 12WnT TIPD 9N

work- of Moses mouth-of upon is- numbered WhICh the- Wltnesslng dwelling-place the-dwelling-place numberings- of these
1090 10812, DR 103, D790
the-cohen Aaron son-of Itamar in-hand  the-Levites

Genesis 4:26: the progeny of Seth before the flood:

QYA XIpY, 2030 IR; UIIR iAw-nR RPN, 12-72° KI3T-03 DY

in-Name to-call is-caused-to-shift thus Enosh his-name (d/o) and-he-calls  sonis-begotten  he. also and-to-Seth

K

YHVH

SE’HDn Hiph. (active/causative)
Genesis 39:5: Joseph in the household of Potifar, officer of the butchers:

MP3-N )T 7720, T9-W WK 1), %33 IR Tpam T 1)

house (d/o) YHVH and-He-blesses to-him there-is  which  all and-upon in-his-house him he-caused-to-number from-thus and-it-be



7723, N122--19-W WR-9232, MY N2 7, AT PR3, MNxng

and in-field in-house to-him there- |s whrch in-all YHVH blessed of and- |t be Joseph in- rolllng -with the- Egyptran

Genesis 5:4: begettings of Seth:

0°12 79171, MY, DRD TIAY, NW-NR 70010 0K, a7R-0 P

sons and he-begets year hundred elght Seth (d/o) they caused-begetting after human days-of and- they be

ni1m

and-daughters

653_79” Hoph. (passive/causative)

Leviticus 5:23: YHVH conveying the laws to Moses:

WhICh the oppressed (d/o) or he- swrndled WhICh ‘the- swmdled thlng (d/o) and-he-cause-to-return and- he shames he- erI err for and he is

NX7% N, T7RT-NN IX; AN 7297 WK 11T7290-NN IR, pUY

he- found which  the- Iost thlng (d/o) orW|th him is- caused to- be numbered which the-numbered- thlng (d/o) or he- oppressed

Genesis 40:20: Pharaoh’s birthday in the time of Joseph:

P7AY-229, TAWR Ly, n¥Ne-nR N7 0P, WD 0ia o

his- workers to-all drlnklng feast and-he-makes Pharaoh (d/o) caused to be begotten -of day the- thlrd in-day and-it- be

172V 7IN2--0°9K87 W WRI-NXY, 2°pWnD W WRI-DN RPN

his- workers in-midst the-ovens  officer head and(d/o) the- drlnk givers officer head (d/o) and- he lifts

7175]93?” Hithp. (reflexive)

Numbers 1:47: YHVH’s census in the wilderness, excluding the Levites from the general census:

02103, 17penn X--0DaR "uvn?, 0N

in-midst-of- them they numbered themselves no their- fathers to- trlbe and-the- LeVItes

Numbers 1:18: Moses takes a census of the Israelites for God:

N°2%, aDRSWRH-2Y 179207, CIWT WIN2 TORD, 129000 TIVa-22 DR

to-house thelr famllles upon and -they- declared thelr begetting the-second to month in- one they-caused-to- assemble the W|tness aII and(d/o)

QNPAAY--12Vn) MY 20y jan, DinY 199n2 jonax

to- thelr rolllngs and upward year twenty from-age names in- account thelr fathers



