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Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association
2017 Annual Convention
The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association held their 2017
Winter Convention at the Capital Plaza Hotel in Topeka on January 29 and
30, 2017.
Eighteen exhibitors were present to offer and show members their
services, equipment and materials. Exhibiting at the convention were:
Advanced Drainage Systems (ADA)
AKE Safety Equipment
Coast 2 Coast
Copeland Insurance Agency
Elliott Insurance Group
Foley Equipment
HeavyQuip of Kansas
J&J Drainage Products Co.
Laser Specialists, Inc.

Modern Ag., Inc.
Murphy Tractor
Northern Natural Gas
Precision Intakes LTD
Prins Insurance
United Fire Group
Reed Company, LLC
Scheib Drainage Products, Inc.
G.W. Van Keppel Company

Convention sponsors were as follows:
Foley Equipment Co.
Prins Insurance
Advance Drainage Systems (ADS)
Berry Tractor

Murphy Tractor
United Fire Group
Northern Natural Gas
Sellers Equipment, Inc.

The Sunday evening auction and social were well attended and very
successful. KLICA extends a big THANK YOU to our sponsors, exhibitors,
donators of auction items and attendees! It is your involvement and
support that makes our conventions a success.

“….conservation of land and conservation of people frequently go hand in
hand.” Eleanor Roosevelt
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President’s Message - Jeff Schell:
Hello to all! The winter of 2016-2017 has come and gone,
it is now time to gear up for the spring planting season. All
the snow that we had here, I swept off with a broom, no
shovel needed! The mild winter did allow for a full work
schedule, which we needed, to make up for left over projects
from last year. One downfall to the lack of moisture is the
extremely dry conditions that have plagued our state. Much
of the state is in extremely dry to moderate drought
conditions, which leads me to the wildfires that spread from
Texas, through Oklahoma and into Kansas. There seemed to
be a lack of national news coverage of these events. I can
only imagine if 1.5 million acres burned outside of Los
Angeles, what the news coverage would have been. After having watched
numerous videos on Youtube and Facebook, it made me realize how devastating
these fires were. It makes me feel proud to live in rural America, to see the
outpouring of support from farmers and organizations from all across this great
country. There were several members of our local fire departments that
volunteered to help battle the blaze, and, our local Farm Bureau organized a
group of around 50 to help with fence rebuilding. I saw a couple of convoys of
hay and fencing supplies pass through our community. I gave each truck a
“thumbs up” as they went by. They all responded with a light blast from their air
horns. In some of the convoys, there were trucks from as far away as Michigan.
I watched a video interview from the Gardiner Angus Ranch near Ashland, KS.
Watching and listening to the heartache in these people as they told their stories
of the fire brought a tear to my eyes. I can’t imagine the horror of watching a
fire, traveling at 70 to 80 miles per hour, destroy everything that you have
worked your entire life for. I hope that they are all able to hold on and rebuild.
I’m sure, that, with the good Lord’s help, they will survive.
Our winter convention went off without a hitch, many thanks to our new
secretary, Jon, and his wife Kathy for organizing a successful event. If any of you
have an idea for a convention seminar, please convey it to Jon, or any of the
board members. Our goal is to provide everyone with a positive experience by
belonging to KLICA.
On top of work, my Presidential duties have kept Marsha and me on the run.
Jon, Clem Karlin and I attended an insurance meeting in Cedar Rapids, Iowa in
February. It was an informative and, for our organization, lucrative meeting. We
also attended the winter national convention in Las Vegas the first week of March.
It’s always good to reunite with the many new friends that we have made since
we have been attending national meetings and conventions. The summer
national meeting for 2017 is scheduled for Colorado Springs, Colorado on July 1116. Please keep in mind that we are exploring a summer meeting in late July or
August with equipment demos and maybe even a backhoe/skid steer rodeo.
I hope this newsletter finds you all in good health. Have a great spring season
and work safe!
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Sympathy
The members of KLICA send condolences to the
family of Ruthanna Marlatt of Marlatt
Construction, Atchison, Kansas.
Ruthanna passed away January 28, 2017.
Executive Director Notes:
I’m continuing to learn the job and know I have a long
ways to go. I am currently working on the 2017
Directory and hope to have it finished soon. It has been
more of a job than I anticipated as I am having to
reconstruct the entire book as the program I’m using is
not compatible with what Penny used - thanks to her for
good notes. My next project will be to update the
website. I’ve started updating some of the forms etc.
with my information and have them ready, I just need
to learn the workings of website management. I also
hope to have a Facebook page up this summer. If there
is anything you need or you are aware of something I
might not be thinking of please don’t hesitate to let me
know. That includes ideas/suggestions about this
newsletter if there is something about it you would like
to see changed or continued, again please don’t hesitate
to let me know. Thanks.
Jon
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Thanks to our advertisers—
please support them in return.
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If you missed convention here is some of what you missed out on - see you next year Jan. 28-30, 2018.
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On the Other Side of the Dozer Blade by Margaret Smelser
It’s a summery day on the first day of spring. The dry weather pattern
continues, and many windy days. No fires near us, but the fire departments have
been busy and on constant alert. The cattle want grass and the grass wants rain.
My heart aches for the terrible fire losses in the last weeks. It surely has to take
faith and strength to start over. The excruciating pain of having to put down
cattle and horses, knowing it is the only way to relieve their agony - is beyond my
imagination. Losing a home is very hard - losing a way of living is so much worse.
A time to reach out and help in whatever way we can.
Dirt work continues at a busy pace. David and Lee have never been so pushed.
Now they are working on a “clearing” job north of “Billtown” and 24 Hwy. Farther
from home than usual. David took some time to dig clumps of ornamental grass
out of my flower bed with the backhoe. He made it look so precise and easy,
never disturbing some favorite peonies. Now I’m thinking roses to fill in. I saw
some sturdy ones at Tractor Supply when Lloyd and I made a quick trip to get
colostrum and cow medication and an upside down/backward calf delivery - not
our usual Sunday morning.
Our two peach trees are breaking out on bloom. So far they are OK but one
more freeze would be too much. If moisture should come in the form of snow we
better welcome it.
We enjoyed our short time at the convention. Missed seeing some long time
friends - its hard to get used to change. Forty-five years of membership have
meant a lot of living and memories. It was good to see Burke and Margery, such
fine people and so gracious and giving. We were glad to meet Jon and his wife,
Kathy. KLICA has good leadership.
It will soon be Easter - may we all consider “the meaning for this season.” I
helped picture the powerful hymn “Rise Again” for Easter morning. I’m the little
old person with the big voice!
May you all have a safe, busy - but not too busy to be careful, season.
Count your blessings every day.
KLICA welcomes the following new members who have joined since
January 1, 2017. Our members are important to us.
Conservation Contractor Members:
 Empire Underground Utilities & Construction - Manhattan, KS
Ken & Mary Neilson
 Freddy Van’s Inc. - Pittsburg, KS
Fred & Treva Van Becelaere
 Hacker Brothers Construction, Inc. - Kingman, KS
Danny & Linda Hacker
 Kruse Dozer Service, LLC - Frankfort, KS
Chad & Kelly Kruse
“Associate yourself with men of good
 Lang Dirt Service - Baldwin City, KS
quality if you esteem your own
Brian & Stephanie Lang
reputation. It is better to be alone than
in bad company.” George Washington
 Primary Care Landscape, Inc. - Olathe, KS
Melvin Schartz, JR.
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Important dates for your calendar. . . . . . .

•

April 8, 2017
KLICA quarterly business meeting
M & R Grill
1720 N. Buckeye Ave.
Abilene, KS

•

July 11—16, 2017
National LICA Summer Convention
Elegante Hotel
Colorado Springs, CO

•

January 28 - 30, 2018
KLICA Winter Convention
Four Points by Sheraton
Manhattan, KS
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