
 

  

President’s Message: 

Hello to all: 

Here it is fall already, where did the summer 
go?  We were able to take in a nice 
motorcycle vacation with some friends up to 
Yellowstone National Park and the 
surrounding area in late August.  This was 
our first visit to this area.  One thing that I 
took from this trip is that we were seemingly 
in the minority, as in U.S. citizens.  I was 
amazed at the number of foreign visitors in 
the national park area.  We visited with 
people from Holland, England, France and 
Australia.  A lot of them had flown to the 
U.S. and rented motorcycles for their 
vacations, some lasting for a month or more.  
I wonder what they do for a living?  We met one couple who were still 
here from the total solar eclipse and started talking with them about 
the next one in the US, coming up in 2024.  They said they were going 
to Chile next year for a total eclipse and invited us to join them, yeah 
right!  We found out that this was their 21st solar eclipse that they had 
witnessed in person.  Dedicated eclipse chasers to say the least! 

Other than that it has been work as usual.  We were able to complete 
the corn harvest without incident, but, the soybeans are another story.  
We have had in excess of 6 inches of rain in the last 11 days! Where 
was all this moisture in July and August?   The yields were 
disappointing, but, better than I thought they would be, with the lack 
of rain during the pollination and grain filling period.   

Our board of directors will meet on Saturday November 4th at 10:00 
am in Manhattan at the Four Points by Sheraton.  I hope to see all the 
officers and directors there.  Also, it’s not too early to begin thinking of 
the winter convention in Manhattan.  Jon is working on getting a great 
convention put together.  I hope our members who haven’t ever 
attended a convention will take advantage of the free convention 
registration for first time attendees.  Manhattan isn’t too far of a drive 
for the majority of our members.  Please make an effort to join us for 
educational information and one on one networking as well as 
socialization.   

In closing, I would ask that you all have a great Thanksgiving, please 
pray for the victims of the violence in Las Vegas and the California 
wildfires, and, above all, work safe! 

Jeff Schell, President  

KLICA 
News & Information 

October 2017 

Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association 

KLICA Officers 
 

Jeff Schell 

President 

785 562-6816 

jefro@bluevalley.net 
 

James Fenwick 

President Elect 

620 278-3106 
 

Clem Karlin 

Vice President 

clemkarlin@ricketmail.com 

785 623-1188 
 

Paul Hettenbach 

Treasurer 

785 263-5677 

paulhettenbach@gmail.com 
 

Directors 

Dave Bose 

Steve Peter 

Paul White 

Joe Schletzbaum 

David Orear 

Greg Thole 

Kent Henderson 

Associate: Amber Bosma 

 
 

Jon Ungerer 
Executive Director 
850 U.S. Hwy 77 

Marysville, KS 66508 
785 221-8697 

jungerer@kansaslica.com 
 

www.kansaslica.com 
 

Meet KLICA 



 

2 

                                                                                                                                                   

KLICA News & Information October 2017 

Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association 

2018 Annual Convention 

January 28 - 30, 2018 

Four Points by Sheraton 

Manhattan, KS 

 

The format for the 2018 Annual Convention will change a little bit from 
past years. The Convention will start Sunday afternoon with the Officers 
and Directors Board Meeting followed by the Budget and Finance 
Committee meeting. 
 
Sunday evening will be an informal reception with a cash bar and 
sandwiches or a light meal of some kind. 
 
Monday morning will kick off with breakfast followed by the General 
Session. Ladies event(s) will also be planned for Monday. 
 
Monday noon will be the Memorial Luncheon. 
 
Monday evening will be the Associates Evening with an open bar/sandwich 
or heavy hors d’oeuvres and of course the auction. 
 
Tuesday will include breakfast, District Meetings and the General Business 
Meeting. 
 
Tuesday noon will be the Awards Luncheon which will conclude the 
convention.  
 
 

For hotel rooms please contact the Four Points by Sheraton 
directly at 785 539-5311 and ask for the KLICA block. To get the 
room rate you must make reservations by December 28, 2017.  
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Welcome New Members 

The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association continues to grow with five new 

members joining since April, 2017. Growth strengthens our organization and it is actively 

involved members that will make us a better organization moving forward. All our 

members are important to us - Thank you for joining and we look forward to years of 

mutual benefit to your business and KLICA. 

• Alliance Excavating, LLC - Sabetha, KS 

 Jared & Carla Metzger 
 

• Chad R. Allen Excavating, Inc. - Overland Park, KS 

 Chad & Sherri Allen 
 

• Cohorst Enterprises Inc. - Wellsville, KS 

 Jeremy Cohorst 
 

• Padgett Excavation Inc. - Kechi, KS 

 Allen Padgett 
 

• West Branch Excavating, LLC - Newton, KS 

 John & Elaine Unruh 
 

Don’t forget one benefit of membership is you will receive one paid registration for the first 

convention you attend after joining. Come to Manhattan, meet other members and learn 

what is happening in the industry - both nationally and on the state level. Socialize and 

have some fun. See you there. 
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On the Other Side of the Dozer Blade 
by Margaret Smelser 
 

No October’s bright blue weather today. Instead a cold 

north wind and light rain. Our plans were changed; no 

working cattle this afternoon. I hope the 20th will be 

more favorable, our next date with the vet and extra 

help. 

David and Lee take time off to do the “farm stuff.” The 

curse of the dreaded pink eye showed up late and that 

made extra work. Jean is a great help when she’s 

available. She spends a lot of time mowing these 2 

yards. 

Dirt work continues, always varied. One unusual project, a soccer field for 2 young boys. 

Ponds, clearing, and some rock hauling. Only two burials. One, some meat from a 

neighbor’s freezer that quit and the other our old “granny” cow. I was thankful to find her 

one morning - her heart finally gave out. So no one had to put her down. We have her 2 

last calves, Little Gran & Little Sis. 

Our summer - much of it - was taken up with the unexpected. Lloyd had emergency 

surgery and 3 weeks in Lawrence Memorial - for several days, critical. Then a few weeks 

later he had surgery again, this time 6 days and much improved. Always finding things to 

do. About 2 weeks later, I went out the back door going to McLouth on a bank and grocery 

errand. Forgetting I couldn’t fly, I tripped on something. My head hit the gravel hard. Jean 

rescued me, an emergency room trip, 13 stitches, a CT scan and home again. My face was 

really colorful for 2 weeks! The road to Lawrence has been well traveled. 

I brightened a dreary afternoon with a phone call to Vida Mae Schell. What a joy & 

inspiration she continues to be. Then I surprised Lloyd by making a raisin pie! A very old 

recipe from a Betty Crocker cookbook Linda Orear gave me after the fire. So I did 2 happy 

things! 

Our family had Colorado visitors recently; they came for the Homecoming at the “Old 

Country Church.” One of our nephews runs heavy equipment in dry Eastern Colorado. It’s 

interesting to hear about moving mostly sand. 

As we look forward to Thanksgiving, we have much to be thankful for. Besides Lloyd’s very 

close call, David upset the scraper, he wasn’t hurt and not much damage done. The 

pastures are still lush and green, a good hay crop, and the loving support of our family and 

friends - Countless Blessings. 

Our beloved country is in such a turmoil, politically and morally. The terrible toll the 

hurricanes have taken and the endless fires are beyond imagination. Random shootings 

and massacres. We need to honor our flag and each other.  

Take care. David certainly knows how quick things can happen with big machinery; he is 

not careless. Every life has value, let’s make someone’s brighter today. 
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Important dates for your calendar. . . . . . .  
 
 

• November 4, 2017 
  KLICA Quarterly Board of Directors Mtg. 
  Four Points by Sheraton 
  Manhattan, Kansas 
 

• January 28 - 30, 2018 
  KLICA Winter Convention 
  Four Points by Sheraton 
  Manhattan, Kansas 
 

• February 20 - 24, 2018 
  2018 National Winter Convention 
  Hyatt Place/Hyatt House 
  Charleston, South Carolina 
   
 


