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Meet KLICA 

The Swing Away & Pray Golf Tournament was played at the Spring Creek Golf 

Course in Seneca, KS this year.  

    Presidents Message 
       Steve Peter 
I hope everyone is having a busy and productive summer! I know I 

am, this summer has been hectic between too dry and too wet, but 

when conditions are right the equipment rolls and we manage to 

get jobs done.  

I’m sure most of our members are busy with their own jobs. 

Hopefully, you had the time to take off and attend the 5th annual 

Swing Away & Pray Golf Tournament, held in Seneca, Ks. A great time was had by 

our members and associates. It's a great way to connect with other members. 

We are still moving forward with a possible field day at the Fort Hays State 

University farm. Just today a meeting was scheduled this month with the University 

and other involved parties. This will be a great opportunity for the VoTech to show 

off what they have accomplished in the Heavy Equipment Operations School. 

This year marks the 75th anniversary for KLICA! We are planning some extra 

special activities for our winter convention. It's great to be part of an organization 

with a long rich history of supporting conservation and contractors and I’m looking 

forward to convention! 

I've been on several trips in different directions all over Kansas, and one thing I see 

everywhere I go - is dirt being moved, conservation work, or construction of some 

type taking place. This makes me think of the importance of our organization. It's the 

great people you get to meet, from the contractor members, the conservation people 

that support us, to the associate members and the equipment suppliers. It takes a little 

bit from everyone to get a job done! 

Hope you had a great 4th - Happy 250th Birthday America and Have a Great 

Summer! 

           Steve 
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New Member 
 

KLICA welcomes the following new member for 

2026. Please take the opportunity to welcome Eric 

& Brandy when you meet them.  

Farmer Excavating, Inc. 

Eric & Brandy Farmer 

14501 S US Hwy 59 

Oskaloosa, KS  66066 

Business Phone: 785-863-2404 

Brandy cell: 785-224-1039 

Eric cell: 785-224-1791 

brandy@farmerexc.com 

https://farmerexc.com 

EM-EX-LS-PD-SP-SS-TH-TW-UU 
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Members Passed 

It is always hard to share the news of members who have passed away. Since our last 

newsletter KLICA lost two members who have long histories with our KLICA family. 

Margery, and her husband Burke, were one of the founding members of KLICA. Our thoughts 

go out to the families of Margery and Glenn.   

Glenn Charles 

Rockers 
 February 26, 1942 -  

  March 29, 2026 
 

Glenn Rockers passed away 
March 29, 2026 at the 
University of Kansas 
Hospice House, Olathe, 
Kansas. Glenn was owner/
operator of Rockers 
Excavating, Baldwin City, 

KS and a member of KLICA since 1971. Glenn was 
1984 KLICA Contractor of the Year, President of 
KLICA in 1994 and was recognized with a KLICA 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2022. Glenn was a 
charter member of the Lawrence Corvette Club and 
the Baldwin Knights of Columbus. Before an accident 
in 2017 Glenn enjoyed motorcycle riding and 
supported many charity runs. Glenn enjoyed car 
shows and entering his classic cars. He is survived by 
a son, Nicholas “Nick” Rockers of Lawrence, KS; a 
daughter, Sherri Zerr and her husband, Darren, of 
Baldwin City, KS; a brother, Raymond Rockers of 
California; and a sister, Gloria Beach and, Joe of 
Lawrence, KS. Inurnment was at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery, Baldwin City, KS. 

       Margery Bayer 
  January 7, 1925 -  

   April 11, 2026 
 

Margery Bayer passed away 

April 11, 2026 at the age of 

101. Margery was the wife of 

Burke Bayer, owner of Bayer 

Construction Company, 

Manhattan, KS. Bayer 

Construction Company was 

one of the original founding members of KLICA in 

1951. Margery was the 1990 KLICA Lady of the 

Year. Margery had many hobbies including sewing, 

baking, and poetry. Margery found her greatest 

happiness in her children, grandchildren and great 

grandchildren were around her. Margery is survived 

by her children, Dana Bayer and Becky (Bayer) 

Tadtman, her nine grandchildren: Jason Bayer and 

wife Jackie, Christy (Bayer) Graessle, Derrick Miller, 

Allen Miller, Matt Miller and wife Allison, Mitchell 

Miller, Andrew Miller, Brian Tadtman and wife Kat, 

Kevin Tadtman and wife Sarah; her 11 great 

grandchildren; Britney (Bayer) Grijalvas and husband 

Kobe, Bradley Bayer, Kiernan Graessle, Max Miller, 

Burke Miller, Reid Miller, Stephen Tadtman, Teddy 

Tadtman, Birdie Tadtman, Beckett Tadtman, Blair 

Tadtman. Interment was at the Sunrise Cemetery, 

Manhattan, KS. 
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Key on Page 34 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray Golf Tournament 

The 6th Annual KLICA Swing Away & Pray Golf 

Tournament was held June 12, 2026 at the Spring 

Creek Golf Course, Seneca, KS. Sixty-six golfers 

representing 16 teams were greeted by beautiful 

weather for this event. The Spring Hill Golf 

Course is 18 holes of challenging golf spread out 

around a residential neighborhood on the edge of 

Seneca. A mix of long and short fairways with 

beautiful landscaping provided a nice backdrop 

for our golfers. 

As with last year it was good to see many young 

members visiting and enjoying the day. We have a 

number of young members. The challenge is 

getting them involved when they are busy raising 

families and growing their business. 

Thank You to all our sponsors for their generous 

support and to all our golfers for spending the day 

with us. We appreciate it! 

A big Thank You to Leslie Holthaus and Ruth 

Schotte for helping me out taking pictures and 

being there to help with assorted items. 

Thank You to Brock Corby, Head Golf 

Professional & Clubhouse Manager, for his help 

and assistance with the logistics of planning and 

putting on the tournament.  

Not sure if we will be back in Marysville or at 

Seneca again next year but it is a nice problem 

when you have two beautiful golf courses with 

great staff to choose from. 

Jeff Schell was the winner of our Sipping Whiskey 

Raffle. Our raffles at convention and now the golf 

tournament have been a big boost to our 

scholarship fund.  

Photo Credits: Leslie Holthaus and Ruth Schotte. 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

Golf Tournament Sponsors 

 

 

Our Course Sponsors 
 

Purple Wave Auction 

 

Landoll Company, LLC 

 

Our Bar Sponsors 
 
 

 

Advanced Drainage Systems 

(ADS) 

 

Murphy Tractor & 

Equipment Co., Inc. 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

Golf Tournament Sponsors 

 

Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. 

 

Bramhall Dozer Service, Inc. 

 

Citizens State Bank 

 

Ebert Construction (2) 

 

J&J Drainage 

 

Kramer Oil Co., Inc. 

 

Landoll Company, LLC 

 

 

Modern Ag Inc. 

 

Precision Intakes, LTD 

 

Prins Insurance 

 

Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers 

 

Schell Farm & Construction, Inc. 

 

Sporer Land Development Inc. 

 

Tee/Hole Sponsors 

 

Our Lunch Sponsors 
 
 

 

Foley Equipment Co. 

 

Kansas One Call 

 

Landoll Company, LLC 

 

Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

The Tournament Championship Team of Landoll Company, LLC.  

L-R Kenny Lee, Loren Schmelzle, Jon Ungerer (KLICA), Russ Arntt, Julio Franco. 

Thank You for donating your winnings back to our Scholarship Fund! 

Winners of the second flight was the Modern Ag Inc. team.  

L-R: Duane Nelson, Randy Rein, Gabe Gantz, TJ Ryan. 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

Golf Tournament Sponsors 

 

Our Hole Prize Sponsors 
 

Schell Farm & Construction, 

Inc. (3) 

 

J&J Drainage Products (3) 

 

Greg Thole 

Thole Excavating (2) 

 

Koch Excavating (2) 

 

Julio Franco won a $50.00 Bomgaars gift card for 

being closest to the pin off the tee on Hole 2. 

Carter Geiger did not take home a bottle of 

Angels Envy Bourbon for being closest to the 

pin on the second shot on Hole 1.Yes, he was 

closest but the prize was taken home by 

Carters father, Jeremy! 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

Russ Arntt took home a bottle of Chopin Vodka 

and Bloody Mary Mix for being closest to the bot-

tle on the first shot off the tee on Hole 12. 

Cody Rengstorf took home a bottle of 

Penelope Bourbon for being closest to the pin 

on the 2nd shot on Hole 5. 

Anthony Bramhall won a $50.00 TSC gift card 

for being closest to the pin off the tee on Hole 8. 

Ben Gallagher took home a bottle of Horse 

Soldier Bourbon for making the longest putt 

on Hole 9. 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray  

Eric Waterman won a $50.00 gift card for the 

longest drive on Hole 14. 

Eric Waterman again, this time with a $50.00 

TSC gift card, for being closest to the pin first 

shot off the tee on Hole 15. 

Jared Ice took home a bottle of Makers Mark 

for making the longest putt on Hole 18. 

Not pictured is Randy Rein who won a $50.00 

Bomgaars gift card for being closest to the pin 

on the first shot off the tee on Hole 11. 

Thank You Purple Wave Auction for providing our 

golfers with hydration and other goodies as they 

rounded the course.  
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I hope everyone 

took a little time 

when celebrating 

our country over 

the 4th to reflect 

on the history of 

this United States.  

 

Read the Declaration of Independence.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 

the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these 

rights, Governments are instituted among 

Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed… 

The idea was born of a country where people could 

live together in freedom. 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a 

firm reliance on the protection of divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 

our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  

Although the Constitution was not written until 

1787 the founding principles of our nation were: 

• Everyone has the natural right to life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness. 

• Government derives it authority from the 

consent of the governed. “We the People” 

• The powers of government should be defined 

and constrained to prevent abuse. 

• A shared power between national and state 

governments. 

• Three Branches of Government to prevent abuse 

of power and ensure checks and balances. 

• An Executive Branch of government to 

implement and enforce laws. 

• A Legislative Branch to enact laws and 

represent the people. 

• A Judicial Branch to review and determine 

the constitutionality and consistent 

application of laws. 

If any one of these founding principles is allowed to 

crumble, or we forget we have “mutually pledged 

our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor” to 

each other, the whole idea of “We the People” will 

begin to decay. 

Happy Birthday America!  

Here’s to another 250 Years! 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray Teams 

Berry Tractor & Equipment 

Co. Team 2 
Berry Tractor & Equipment 

Co. Team 1 
Eden Intakes 

Foley Tractor & Equipment Co. 

Team 1 

Foley Tractor & Equipment Co. 

Team 2 
The Horse Soldiers 

Landoll Company, LLC The Misfits Modern Ag, Inc. 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray Teams 

Murphy Tractor & Equipment  

Co., Inc. Team 1 

Murphy Tractor & Equipment  

Co., Inc. Team 2 

Murphy Tractor & Equipment  

Co., Inc. Team 3 

Murphy Tractor & Equipment  

Co., Inc. Team 4 
Roadbuilders Machinery &  

Supply Co., Inc. 
SBS Insurance 

The Leftovers 

Tournament Notes: 

If you have not came to the tournament because you are not a 

golfer here is something to think about. District 1 Director, 

Dave Bose indicated he was coming to the tournament and I 

indicated my team needed another golfer. Having never golfed, 

Dave picked up a few clubs and strapped them to the back of his 

Harley. Using an old 3 wood to tee off Dave consistently made 

shots off the tee or on the approach that our team used or would 

have been our next choice. His putting started out rough but by 

the end of the day he was much improved at it also. I understand 

he has already picked up two more clubs. We have teams in this 

tournament that are only here to have fun and socialize with 

their fellow contractor and associate members so please think 

about joining us next year. Although, Dave might demand 

placement on a competitive team! 
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6th Annual Swing Away & Pray 

Think I can hear the conversation, “How did you 

miss that shot?” 
Newcomer, Rookie of the Year, Dave Bose! 

The Spring Creek Golf Course has beautiful fairways winding  

through a beautiful residential neighborhood. 

The course claimed a number of out of bounds balls! 
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On the Other  

Side of the Dozer Blade 
    by Margaret Smelser 

 

 

“It was a dark, 

stormy night”, 

an old story 

begins. As it was 

last night, but 

thankfully no 

damage in our 

area. Small 

branches and 

twigs littered the 

yard, but 

thankfully no 

trees damaged. 

We have been very fortunate. 

Looking West from my usual place at my table. I 

haven’t seen any “wildlife” yet, only a few of the 

numerous assortment of birds. A huge raccoon on 

the deck wasn’t a welcome visitor. He was the one 

eating the bird food. I had a different “excavator” 

digging some special plants - a groundhog! 

David & Lee were off to work early, near Reno, 

south of Tonganoxie. This job is for a chiropractor, 

one of the “professionals” who has bought land and 

divided it for family. As the city moves out, more 

farm and pastureland is going. 

Last week was “cattle day”, vaccines, pour on, etc. 

We are so fortunate to have a good vet from 

Oskaloosa, to take care of our small herd. Our new 

bull will be delivered sometime soon, from 

Johnson, NE. This is a story in itself, from a 

tremendous friendship with a grandsons college 

friend - good stock, low birth weight. Cattle pay 

the taxes, insurance for the farmer. Leavenworth 

County is an expensive place to live! 

David & Lee keep busy with a list of jobs ahead - 

building pad, housing sites, and ponds. In the days 

ahead they have to take time to live! I keep 

reminding David! 

One job I call on “instant pond”. Finished after 

some long days and a three inch rain filled it 

overnight. Time out for a ‘memorial’ gathering for 

a man alone, they and others had helped. A very 

sad story. In this turbulent world we’re living in 

I’m thankful there are still tender hearts. 

It’s time for fuel refill. Last week dyed diesel 

$4.78, up from $3.35 the last fill. So hard for many 

“living on a shoestring”, an old saying. I remember 

the struggles my family went through way back 

when. 

I planted my “garden” this week - the special 

tomatoes and bedding plants. Felt good to have dirt 

under my fingernails again. There have been many 

kinds of flowers blooming. 

It’s been hard to give up so many of the things I’ve 

always done. But I am so very thankful for all the 

family I can count on. 

The new directory was the usual, excellent. The 

many memorials leave quite a loss in KLICA. And 

then to hear about Margery Bayer, she & Burke 

were a delightful couple. 

The scourge of drugs continues. We had a 

heartbroken mother at our little country church, her 

son-in-law dying from drugs. Now, with this 

World Cup seeming to be No. 1 in Kansas City, my 

concerns and prayers are with the law officers, they 

are already way overloaded. It’s not the athletes 

coming, they are disciplined, it’s all the criminal 

element who will use this time as an opportunity 

for easy pickings.  

I don’t want to finish sounding pessimistic, we are 

very fortunate with good pasture, enough moisture 

for now, and no fires in our area. We know our 

world is in a turmoil, but we must “keep on 

keeping on” and do our best in our own little space. 

God has a plan if we only look for it. Take care in 

the busy days ahead  - may you have peace of mind 

& heart & strength for your day! 
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National LICA is preparing for the 2026 National Virtual 

Board Meeting and Virtual Committee Meetings, scheduled 

for July 6–20, and is looking forward to getting more 

members involved in the conversations. 

The full schedule is listed below and is available on 

LICANational.org along with the meeting links. Please take 

a few minutes to review the schedule and plan to join any 

committees that interest you. 

These committee meetings will lead directly into the 2026 

National Virtual Board Meeting on Monday, July 20 at 6:00 

PM Central. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 

Just like an in-person meeting, Committee Chairpersons will 

be asked to summarize their committee meeting's contents 

during the Virtual Board Meeting. 

After your committee meeting, National LICA will email 

you the meeting minutes for review before posting them on 

LICANational.org. Chairpersons will also receive a 

summary to read at the Virtual Board meeting. 

STATE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 

State Chapter Presidents must attend the Board Meeting as 

part of the voting body. If a State Chapter President cannot 

attend, please arrange a proxy ahead of time so your chapter 

is represented. 

VIRTUAL COMMITTEE AND  

BOARD MEETING DETAILS: 

National LICA will provide meeting links via Google Meet 

on LICANational.org and share them by email before each 

committee meeting and the board meeting. 

Chairpersons and Co-Chairpersons will receive an email 

from National LICA ahead of their scheduled committee 

meeting containing the agenda and detailed instructions. 

National LICA will provide meeting details to the entire 

membership through special email editions and social media 

reminders leading up to the schedule. 

Previous spring committee minutes are available on 

LICANational.org for anyone who wants to review past 

discussions before joining. 

Region Meeting dates and times will be announced soon, 

and links will be available on LICANational.org. 

When joining a meeting, attendees should type their name 

and state/chapter in the chat so National LICA can confirm 

attendance. 

Once you are in the meeting, please click the Chat button on 

the bottom right of the screen. Type your name and state/

chapter. (Allison Hack, IL) 

National Committee and Board Meetings  

Insurance & Safety Committee 
July 6 – 6:30 PM Central 
Conservation, Excavation, & Earthmoving 
Committee 
July 7 – 6:00 PM Central 
Ladies & Devotions Committees 
July 7 – 6:00 PM Central 
Associates’ Advisory Committee 
July 8 – 9:00 AM Central 
Convention Committee 
July 8 – 6:00 PM Central 
Membership Committee 
July 9 – 6:00 PM Central 
Policy Committee 
July 10 – 5:30 PM Central 
On-Site Waste Committee 
July 10 – 6:00 PM Central 

Water Management & Quality Committee 
July 13 – 6:30 PM Central 
By-Laws Committee, directly followed by Long-
Term Planning & Past Presidents Committee 
July 14 – 5:30 PM Central 
Legislative Committee 
July 15 – 6:00 PM Central 
Executive Directors Meeting 
July 15 - 6:00 PM Central 
Education & Technology Committee 
July 16 – 5:30 PM Central 
Budget Committee 
July 16 – 6:30 PM Central 
2026 National LICA Virtual Board Meeting 
July 20 – 6:00 PM Central 

For members who have not had the opportunity to attend National this is your opportunity to get in-

volved and learn more about your Association. No need to take days off work - maybe knock off work 

a little early a few days and after the virtual meeting take your spouse out to supper! 

Be a Part of Your Association - Get Involved! 

https://www.licanational.com/virtual-committee-schedule/
http://licanational.org
https://www.licanational.com/meeting-minutes
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LICA Contractor Member Benefits 

The Land Improvement Contractors of America new 

Chief Executive Officer, Dennis Mikula, and our 

National Staff have been working hard to promote and 

gain partnerships for LICA. These benefits are all 

available on the National Website or can be linked from 

the KLICA website. With questions or to get started with 

a benefit make contact with the provider information 

listed for that benefit. You can also reach out to myself 

or National LICA for additional information. Thank You 

National for your hard work!  
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LICA Contractor Member Benefits 
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LICA Contractor Member Benefits 
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LICA Contractor Member Benefits 

As our members already know all these benefits can 

make your membership well worth the price. 

But the real value to a membership in LICA or KLICA is 

the people. Your membership includes a wealth of 

institutional knowledge that our members are willing to 

share with each other. From contractors who have been 

in business for generations to those who are just starting 

up, who doesn’t value the ability to talk to and get real 

answers from your peers? I have not met a member yet 

who is not willing to share how to accomplish their 

successes and how to avoid their mistakes with other 

members. 

KLICA Membership    $325.00 

Monetary Member Benefits  $100s to $1,000s 

Member Knowledge Benefits  Priceless!  
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We had a beautiful day for Our Swing Away & Pray 

Golf Tournament and as noted the course and setting 

was beautiful. I did think we would finish earlier than 

in the past on the 18 hole course and we did not. As 

someone noted teams probably did not feel pressured 

into moving quicker as we were spread out without 

teams teeing off on the same holes as ones were 

finishing. It is nice having two very nice courses to 

choose from and hopefully our golfers will continue 

to enjoy our tournament no matter which course we 

golf on in the future. 

The Big News is our next convention, January 2027, 

will mark 75 Years for KLICA! I am excited to be a 

part of the 75th Anniversary Celebration for this 

Association. 

At this time we are in the process of discussing plans 

for headline entertainment or speakers. Our goal is to 

make this convention one you can’t miss and one you 

will remember! Convention will again be at the 

Hilton Garden Inn, Manhattan, Kansas, where the 

facilities are very appropriate for our groups events 

and the staff was very accommodating. The dates are 

January 24, 25, & 26, 2027.  

Mark your calendars now to be there! 

Speaking of convention we continue to have 

members, both Associate and Contractor, dedicated to 

supporting our Association. I know I’ve said it before 

but I am so proud of what KLICA has accomplished 

providing scholarships to students at Fort Hays Tech 

North Central. For the coming school year KLICA 

will fund six scholarships for students: 

• The KLICA Endowment Scholarship providing 

$1,000.00 to a Heavy Equipment Operations 

student. 

• The John Loflin Memorial Scholarship will 

provide $1,200.00 to a Heavy Equipment 

Operations student. 

• The Irene Loflin Scholarship will provide 

$500.00 to a Heavy Equipment Operations 

strident. 

• Two Pat Simpson Scholarships will provide 

$500.00 for two Heavy Equipment Operations 

students. 

• An additional Pat Simpson Scholarship will 

provide $500.00 to a Welding Technology 

student. 

 

Fort Hays Tech North Central appreciates our support 

and the students are very appreciative of the financial 

support. I don’t know if I have said it but I am proud 

to be part of these efforts by KLICA! 

The planning for the Field Day at Fort Hays State 

University is in somewhat of a holding pattern but 

still moving. The NRCS contractor is working on the 

conservation plan so we will know what needs to be 

accomplished on the farm. The University Ag 

Department has a new chairperson who is aware of 

and supportive of the project. When the conservation 

plan has taken shape we will have another meeting at 

the farm to review the conservation needs and 

develop a schedule or determine what can be 

addressed at the initial Field Day, and possibly 

subsequent efforts.  

Rambling Thoughts of an Executive Director 
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Kansas Land Improvement 

Contractors Association 

850 U.S. Hwy 77 

Marysville, KS 66508 
 

 

Important Dates for your Calendar….. 
 

• 3rd Quarter KLICA Board Mtg. 

 To Be Determined 

 

• July 20, 2027 6:00 PM Central 

 National Board Meeting 

 Virtual 

 

• January 24, 25, & 26, 2027 

 KLICA 75th Annual Convention & Mtg. 

 Hilton Garden Inn 

 Manhattan, KS 

 

• February 9 - 13, 2027 

 National LICA Winter Convention  

 Gila River Resort & Casino - Wild Horse Pass 

 Chandler, AZ 


