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Meet KLICA 

Hyde Ho Everyone, 

    Well, we have survived the cold 
spell from the artic better than some 
of the other areas of the US. I think 
its because we believe in the Boy 
Scouts Motto "Be Prepared"! 

    Our economy seems to be able 
to sustain it's level. If things 
continue to be or get shut down it 
will kill small businesses. As long as 
there is too much regulation and 
red tape for small business things 
will fall apart and die. Look at 
vaccine distribution with 
Washington trying to run it. The 
shutdown and the masks don't 
control the virus. Government 
wants to complicate it and they lose 
control. How much of the vaccine is 
lost and wasted. 

    Maybe we can fix it by throwing 
money at it or like building an 
underground railroad or a bridge to 
Canada etc. Let's keep some in 
reserve so we have bonuses or 
party money from previous bills, a 
trillion ought to do it. We have to 
have legal immigration and insure 

legal citizens get the benefits they 
deserve. There is suppose to be 11 
million undocumented immigrants, 
but that is the same number for the 
last 15 years. We don’t know what 
is the true number? 

    American taxpayers have 
enough bills to pay. We can’t 
continue to "give" more money 
away to countries that don't like us. 
We need to care for our own first 
like the police forces, affordable 
education, affordable medical costs, 
and lower taxes. 

        I miss the conventions "family 
reunions" seeing everyone and 
conversing with them. They can't 
make up their minds about the 
masks, and I've discarded mine. 

    Becca says "ARF".... 

    Hope everyone can make it to 
Niagara this summer for a 
"reunion". 

     Clem 

President’s 

Message: 

Clem Karlin,  

KLICA President 
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Election of Directors 

We had a large number of our mail in ballots returned for the election of directors. It 

wasn’t ideal but it worked out thanks to all of you who took the time to complete and 

return them. Thank you very much to all of you. Reelected to their positions were: 

District 3 Director - Randy Myers 

District 7 Director - Keith Babcock. 

Newly elected directors are: 

District 1 Director - Brad Raifsnider 

District 5 Director - Justin Rutz 

 

Brad replaces Mike Loflin and Justin replaces David Orear.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Brad & Justin 

THANK YOU 

Mike & Dave 
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John “Jack” Carl Benritter 

February 5, 1934 - 

 February 20, 2021 

Burke B. Bayer, Bayer 

Construction, 

Manhattan, Kansas 

passed away January 

20, 2021. Burke 

served as KLICA 

president 1963 - 

1964. Burke was 

dedicated to the Manhattan community and 

was actively involved in many groups. Burke 

was an avid Kansas State fan and enjoyed 

all Wildcat sporting events. Burke is survived 

by his wife Margery Bayer, a brother, three 

children; Dana Bayer, David Bayer, and 

Becky Tadtman, nine grandchildren and 

seven great grandchildren. 

 

 

James Jueneman, 

Land Improvement 

Center, Inc., Hanover, 

Kansas passed away 

February 10, 2021. 

James loved serving his church and his soil 

conservation work. James is survived by his 

wife DeAnna, eight brothers and sisters, his 

children; Lori Scherling, Kenny Jueneman, 

Shelley Zvolanek, Cindy Allerheiligen, Jami 

Stegman, and Joel Jueneman, 26 

grandchildren, and 12 great grandchildren. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

John “Jack” Carl 

Bernritter, Bernritter 

Construction 

Company, Havensville, Kansas passed away 

February 20, 2021. Jack served as KLICA 

president in 1983. 

After retirement Jack developed a passion 

for genealogy leading him and his wife to 

make two trips to Germany to find relatives. 

Jack traced the Bernritter family back to the 

1700’s. Jack is survived by his wife Betty 

Mae, a sister, two children; Robin Kolterman 

and John Von Bernritter, and four 

grandchildren.  

 

Burke B. Bayer 

November 13, 1922 - 

 January 20, 2021 

James Jueneman 

November 15, 1941 - 

 February 10, 2021 

In Memoriam 
 

The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association Family is sorry to report the loss of 

three members in 2021. 

“The comfort of having a 

friend may be taken away, 

but not that of having had 

one.” — Seneca  
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On February 27, 2021 the KLICA board met 

in Topeka, Kansas. After the meeting some 

of the board took the opportunity to visit 

Margaret and Lloyd Smelser at their house 

and present Margaret Smelser with her 

Lifetime Achievement award. Margaret 

indicated to her family she would like them 

present for this visit and as is appropriate 

when a mother asks those living here were 

present. Following are some pictures of the 

afternoon. 

 

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 
Margaret Smelser 

Jeff Schell, Margaret, Lloyd, and 

Jon Ungerer 

Sitting left to right: daughter Jeannie Jantz, 
Margaret, & Lloyd. 

Standing left to right: Allen (son), Catherine 
(married to Fred), Lee (David & Jean’s son), 

Nancy (married to Allen), Andy Jantz 
(Jeannie's’ son), David (son) and Jean, Fred 

(son) and Russell (son).  

Smelser Construction - Lee, David, Jean, 

Margaret, and Lloyd. 

Margaret wanted to be sure to 

thank everyone who turned out - 

Jeff & Marsha Schell, Dave and 

Linda Orear, Clem Karlin, Brad 

Raifsnider, Kent Henderson, Jon 

Ungerer, and of course her family.  
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Accessing  

LICA Benefits 
Allison Hack, LICA Director of 

Communications 
  

 You are a member of LICA and you have 

access to many benefits! But her is a 

question for you: do you know HOW to 

access them? LICA has so much to offer 

you, your business and even your family; 

but if you don't know where to start, it 

doesn’t help. 

 There are a couple of ways to find out 

what is offered as a part of your 

membership. First is, The LICA Contractor. 

In the back of every issue there is a list of 

current benefits. Under each listing is a 

description of the benefit and contact 

information.  

 If you are looking for something specific, 

we have taken the guess-work out of it. 

Benefits are organized in categories; Heavy 

Equipment Discounts, Safety Tools, 

Healthcare, Machinery Trader Benefits, 

Member Discounts and more. You are easily 

able to scan and find the category you are 

looking for.  

 If you are in need of more information 

then visit LICANational.org and click 

“Member Benefits.” They are listed 

alphabetically and each have even more 

details on each benefit. 

 Whether you are looking at The LICA 

Contractor or the National website, before 

you contact the company administering the 

benefit, you will need to find your LICA 

Membership Number. You will be asked for a 

Membership Number to verify that your 

membership is up-to-date. Your Membership 

Number was sent to you in a “Welcome to 

LICA” email, when you joined the 

Association. Can’t find it? Just contact the 

National LICA Office. 

  

“April is the kindest month. April gets 

you out of your head and out working in 

the garden.” ― Marty Rubin  
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2021 National LICA 

Summer Meeting 

Niagara Falls, NY 

July 27-31, 2021 
The 2021 National LICA Summer Meeting 

promises a great opportunity to once again 

get together with friends, members, and 

associates in a beautiful setting. 

Headquartered at the Sheraton Niagara 

Falls attendees won’t have to look far for 

fun, entertainment, and beautiful sights.  

The Seneca Niagara Resort and Casino 

offers a full slat of slots, tale games, and 

keno. The Western Door Steakhouse, Koi, 

Tim Horton’s, and Blues Burger Bar promise 

to make sure no one lacks the ability to dine 

on culinary delights of their choice. 

And it’s just a few blocks walk to Niagara 

State Park, the oldest state park in America, 

where you can experience the awe of the 

Falls. 

National LICA is busy planning for this 

meeting, setting up so really exciting 

preconference tours, an always great 

opportunity for our associates to share their 

products and services at Associates Night, 

and of course discussing industry issues and 

getting business accomplished at committee 

meetings. This promises to be a meeting 

you don’t want to miss! 

Hotel information and meeting registration 

will be available in May 2022. 
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 Wanted - Pictures 
I know most of you don’t carry a camera but 

almost all of you carry a phone with you. I 

would love to get pictures from contractor 

members, associate members, and special 

members about what you have going on and are 

doing. Contractor members send me a photo of 

jobs you’re working on, associates a picture 

working with a contractor member or something 

going out to one, special members something 

you’re doing. I’m always looking for something 

to fill in spots in Newsletters and what better 

way to do that than by showing what’s going on 

with our members.  

Please send pictures to 

jungerer@kansaslica.com 

Thank You. 

Spring Activities 

Spring brings busy times and lots of work for our 

members but don’t forget to take some time and 

enjoy Spring. Spring is a time of new life and a 

time to enjoy life. What are some of your favorite 

Spring activities? Here’s a few that come to my 

mind.  

1) Ride your motorcycle. 

2) Drink a cold beer. (Recommended for AFTER 

some activities such as number 1) 

3) Go fishing. 

4) Go turkey hunting. 

5) Enjoy the beauty of Kansas - trees wildflowers 

and grasses bring picturesque landscapes that 

never grow old. 

6) Enjoy a sunset. 

7) Smoke or grill some beef, pork or even 

chicken. 

8) Plant a vegetable garden. 

9) Plant a flower garden. 

10)  Attend a baseball game - especially if a son/

daughter/grandson/granddaughter is playing! 

And finally 

11) Ride your motorcycle! 

12) Drink a cold beer! 
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On the Other  

Side of the Dozer Blade 
by Margaret 

Smelser 
 

Looking out as 

another shower 

continues. The 

rain was needed, 

fire danger had 

been high; one 

Sunday afternoon 

a carelessly left 

brush fires west 

of us brought out several fire departments. 

High winds were bringing it too close. The 

volunteer fire departments are certainly 

heroes! 

I’m still feeling kind of overwhelmed at the 

honor I received - what a surprise to open 

the Newsletter and read what Jon had 

written. I can only say “Thank You” - kind of 

made me feel important? 

With Jon, Linda and Dave, Marsha and Jeff, 

Clem, Kent, and Brad - wow what an 

afternoon. Plus four Smelser sons, one 

daughter, and two grandsons; it was a loud 

happy time. As well as our three daughters-

in-law who are so efficient. The plaque and 

plant are to be cherished. I was sorry Lee’s 

Rachael had to work. Looking back to that 

day I wrote “What is a Conservation 

Contractor” I surely had no idea of how far 

that would go. When asked who was my 

inspiration that was a “no brainer” for sure. 

Lloyd, of course. Long hard days, often little 

money, our growing family, but he never 

gave up. I’m sure most of you understand. I 

wouldn’t have missed it for the world. With 

all the ups and downs of the weather; 

Februarys bitter cold, snow and rain off and 

on, work keeps coming in. David brought a 

check and a note from an old customer for 

taking time to repair a pond dam - he 

“hopes those varmints died in their holes”. 

“Animal rights” people would never 

comprehend the damage pesky little critters 

can do.  

Yesterday David and Lee hauled 10 big loads 

from a barn project. The barn had been torn 

down around the pile of mixed “organics” 

and stockpiled in another area. They were 

on a clearing job pushing trees, following a 

fence line - there were no clear boundary 

lines and Lee pushed some trees on the 

adjoining property. So far, no problem yet - 

the two landowners are going to settle? I’m 

sure those cedar trees increased in value! 

Lawyers have to be paid - I think this was a 

first in all these years. 

Our daughter Mari, her husband Jarrod, and 

son Leyton, spent most of last week in 

Kansas. After their Wisconsin weather we 

were hoping for sunshine and Spring, but it 

didn’t happen. Jarrod manages a Fleet Side 

Truck Shop with busy mechanics. Several in 

our family have been involved in trucks and 

trucking, from way back when Lloyd was 

hauling cattle and grain. 

An interesting note, Mari “teaches” a class of 

three year olds in the Beaver Dam YMCA. My 

grandfathers cousin, George Williams 

founded the YMCA in London, back in the 

1800s. He was knighted by the Queen. 

The political scene in our beloved country 

gets murkier by the day. We are on a 

“slippery slope” going downhill fast. If you 

have access to the March 15th issue of the 

High Plains Journal read Trent Loos column 

“A Check for the American Dream”, certainly 

an eye opener. 

Such sad losses for the KLICA family, with 

the loss of Burke Bayer, Jack Bernritter, and 

Jim Jueneman. My sympathies to all their 

families. “The world is poorer when a good 

man (men) go home.” each one has touched 

countless lives.  

The sun is trying to shine, our yard is 

sprinkled with the “gold” of many jonquils. A 

new baby in the pasture, more on the way. 

Look forward to Easter, and the season of 

hope. As always, take care in the busy 

season ahead. You’re a great group of 

people! I’m 

glad we’re a 

part of it.  

An extra 

Thanks to 

David’s Jean, 

she is such 

an important 

part of our 

family and 

business. 
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From Nick Yaksich 

LICA Director of Government Relations 

 

Plastics & Polymers - Pipe Prices 

LICA is hearing more and more from 

members about the continuing price 

increase and availability of plastics products. 

The situation is impacting drainage, 

packaging, bottling, medical supplies…….you 

name it and if plastics are involved a 

scramble is underway now for product. 

After a fairly consistent and predictable 

market the past few years, a series of 

unforeseen events has significantly upended 

the supply of plastic products. There was the 

dispute between the Mexican government 

and a dispute regarding natural gas costs 

led to the Mexican government shutting off 

the supply of natural gas to a plant literally 

in the middle of the night, taking its output 

to zero immediately. This tipped the balance 

of supply and demand in the Gulf region just 

enough to stabilize, and even slightly 

increase PE prices in North America through 

the remainder of December, which was a 

surprise to everyone involved according to 

Reuters. Plastics production took another hit 

when the deep freeze in Texas put most 

refineries and reactors large and small on 

hold as the State’s power grid took weeks to 

recover. Industry experts see continued 

strong demand, low inventory levels, and 

ongoing supply constraints continuing to put 

pressure on the market.  

 

LICA Supports Technical Assistance 

LICA joined over 70 organizations in a letter 

to Congress calling for robust discretionary 

funding and support for Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) field staff 

through the Conservation Operations and 

Conservation Technical Assistance programs. 

The letter emphasizes that technical 

assistance is essential for the delivery of 

conservation support for farmers, ranchers, 

and forest landowners across the country by 

providing capacity and conservation 

planning to support conservation practice 

implementation. 

In the 2018 Farm Bill, Congress reaffirmed 

the importance of voluntary, incentive-based 

conservation by maintaining level funding 

overall for the conservation title. Demand 

for the Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) and Conservation 

Stewardship Program (CSP) consistently 

exceeds available dollars by at least two to 

one; in some years, USDA has been forced 

to turn away as many as three-quarters of 

eligible applicants. We are pleased that, 

since fiscal year 2018, appropriations 

legislation included no cuts to these 

programs below authorized levels, and we 

urge you to ensure that Farm Bill 

conservation programs remain fully funded 

in the FY 2022 appropriations bill as well. 

 

 

News And Happenings 

 

Scott Lowe, Lowe Construction, LLC gets an early start 

to a day with a beautiful moon in the background. 

You’ve already saw this photo if you’ve looked at the 

2021 Directory cover but I thought it was a great photo. 

It not only brings the promise of a new day but as we 

move into the Spring of 2021 I see the promise of 

putting 2020 behind us and moving forward. 

Thanks Scott for reminding us the dark of night is not 

always bleak and black but is brightened by the moon 

and the promise of another day. 

2021 is what we’re going to make of it. Let’s make it 

great! 
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News & Happenings cont.  

 

Roadbuilders Optimistic - Massive In-
frastructure Bill Debate Begins 

The American Jobs Plan was released March 31 
by the White House and unsurprisingly drew 
mixed reactions from congressional leaders. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) called the 
plan “a visionary, once-in-a-century investment 
in the American people” and vowed to get a bill 
through the House of Representatives by July 4. 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 
cast doubt on Republican support, stating “my 
view of infrastructure is we ought to build that 
which we can afford, and not either whack the 
economy with major tax increases or run up the 
national debt even more.” Senator Joe Manchin (D
-W.Va.), who will play a critical role in any infra-
structure package discussions, had a different 
take. “Infrastructure, my God, when you think 
about it, that pothole doesn’t have an R or D name 
on it, it’ll blow your tire and ruin your car, it 
doesn’t care,” Manchin said. “So, don’t you think 
infrastructure is something that could bring us 
together?” 

Simply maintaining federal surface transporta-
tion program funding at current levels would re-
quire finding $70 billion for the Highway Trust 
Fund. Top White House and administration offi-
cials told senior ARTBA staff this week their pro-
posal reflected a set of “principles.” The House 
and Senate will still be responsible for drafting 
and passing a bill. If the measure does not receive 
any Republican support, congressional Demo-
crats are expected to use reconciliation, a compli-
cated process that requires only a simple majori-
ty vote in the Senate for passage. 

The Biden administration’s Fiscal Year 2022 

budget is expected later this month. Procedural 

obstacles are being addressed in the Senate to at 

least allow for consideration of what would be a 

historic infrastructure funding initiative.  As the 

Administration and congressional leaders sell the 

concept to the American people, House and Sen-

ate committees prepare surface transportation 

legislation on their own. The federal highway and 

transit expire on September 30 so the clock is 

ticking on congressional action this summer on a 

10 year infrastructure plan.  
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Rambling Thoughts of an 

Executive Director 

Just a little over a year ago was the last 

time LICA members had the opportunity to 

attend a National Meeting. LICA met in Las 

Vegas March 7-9, 2020 prior to CONEXPO-

CON/AGG on March 10-14, 2020. As news of 

the Covid 19 epidemic started to really pick 

up steam some  attendees grew anxious 

about getting home. I’m not a fan of flying 

anyway so I was greatly relieved  when our 

flight touched down in Kansas City that 

Friday morning. And just the next day pretty 

much everything shut down. I hope we’re on 

the downhill run to putting that all behind us 

and moving forward. With the golf 

tournament and Field Days on the SAVE 

Farm KLICA has planned for this summer we 

are hoping it’s back to normal.  

I know people are anxious to get out and do 

things again. I’m on the board for a local 

museum. We’re not open yet but this last 

Saturday I was in the museum doing some 

work and had 10 (five groups of 2) people 

who were just “out traveling” stop in to go 

through. It’s great to see people getting out 

and traveling! 

I hope to see you all at our golf tournament 

in June. Without a convention this past 

winter it’s a great opportunity for our 

members to get together in a casual fun 

atmosphere. For those of you who don’t 

consider yourself golfers, golf really is a 

great opportunity to have some fun, 

socialize, and enjoy a beer or two - who 

wants to miss out on that?  

I’ll be meeting with the SAVE Farm, KACD, 

and NRCS in the next couple weeks to 

finalize plans for what work we’re going to 

be completing for them this summer. After 

that we will know what we’re going to need 

for materials and machinery. Then our field 

days in the Fall will provide a great 

opportunity to showcase our work, the 

conservation partnership in Kansas, and of 

course the great work the SAVE Farm does 

for our nations veterans.  

Continued 

The shut downs and decreased economic 

activity has taken a toll on many businesses 

this past year. Fortunately for our 

conservation contractors their work has 

always been socially distanced and they were 

able to continue working pretty much 

unaffected. As I’ve had the opportunity to 

visit with a number of our landscaping 

members though it became obvious their 

business saw a significant impact. With 

churches not holding services they cut back 

on landscaping and grounds care. With 

people home from work they took on their 

own landscaping projects. As we move 

forward let’s keep this in mind when 

considering our landscaping needs. Now 

might be the time to move forward on some 

of that landscaping you’ve been thinking 

about - call one of our landscaping members 

today! The work of all our contractor 

members keeps our local economies strong 

and healthy.  
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New Members 
The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors 

Association welcomes the following new 

Associate Member to the KLICA family. 

Thanks for joining KLICA and we hope you 

find your membership rewarding and 

worthwhile. 

 

Associate Member 
 

Carry Pumps, Inc. 

Delmar Nichols Jr. 

1360 Prospect Ave. 

Caro, MI  48723 

800-492-2779 

sales@carrypumps.com 

www.carrypumps.com 

KLICA Convention Returns to Salina 

In January 2022 the KLICA Convention and Winter Meeting will return to the Hilton Garden 

Inn, Salina, Kansas. Mark your calendars for this can’t miss event! 

January 23, 24, & 25, 2022 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Salina, Kansas 

Looking forward to visiting with Associates and friends, creating 

good times, and celebrating this wonderful life with our friends 

and members. Smiles and memories! 
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National LICA 

Keeping it Safe 

As the weather starts warming up everyone is going 

to get busier. As jobs back up and the pressure builds 

to get jobs done don’t overlook being safe and 

preventing accidents to ensure you’re able to get to 

that next job. Although this is by no means a 

complete list here’s a few things I found online or 

picked up somewhere. 

1) Take your time and don’t get in a hurry. This 

one’s pretty simple but also easy to ignore as we 

look for shortcuts to “getting down the road”. Just 

slow down and take care of business. 

2) When moving even short distances properly 

secure all machinery and equipment. It’s easy to 

think “I’m just moving a couple miles down a 

township road”. But the unexpected can happen 

just as easy in those couple miles - take the time 

to eliminate any opportunity for mishaps. 

3) Wet weather and mud makes surfaces slippery. 

Keep your hands/gloves and boots as clean and 

dry as possible. This makes it easer to get on/off 

and operate machinery. 

4) Keep windshields and windows clean to ensure 

good vision. If you wear glasses have a cleaning 

cloth to wipe moisture and mud off your glasses 

and keep them clean. 

5) Be sure to always have rain gear and a warm 

jacket on hand. Spring weather in the Midwest 

can change in minutes and unexpectedly - be 

prepared. 

6) Be aware of the forecast. Spring in the Midwest 

means thunderstorms with strong winds, hail, and 

tornadoes always a threat. Don’t get caught out in 

the open on top of a hill when these move in. 

7) Maintain communications with other workers and 

be sure someone knows where you are working. 

This is always something to keep in mind with 

numerous individuals on a worksite and when 

working in remote areas. 

I understand these are pretty basic but it’s easy to 

get in a hurry and overlook some of these things - 

especially after a long winter and spring brings a long 

list of jobs to get done. 

Take your time and Be Safe. 
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Kansas Land Improvement 

Contractors Association 

850 U.S. Hwy 77 

Marysville, KS 66508 
 

 

Important Dates for your Calendar….. 
 

• June 18, 2021 KLICA Swing Away & Pray 
 Golf Tournament 
 Marysville Country Club 
 Marysville, Kansas 
 

• June 18, 2021 
 Summer KLICA Board of Directors Meeting 
 Prior to Golf Tournament (8:30 am) 
 Marysville Country Club 
 

• July 27-31, 2021 
 National LICA Summer Meeting 
 Niagara Falls, New York 
 

• SAVE Field Days and Fall Meeting 
 To be Determined 
 

• January 23, 24, & 25 2022 
 KLICA Winter Convention & Meeting 
 Hilton Garden Inn 
 Salina, Kansas 


