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Meet KLICA 

Hidee Ho, 
 
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year! 
Remember just a few years back we 
weren't supposed to say "Merry 
Christmas"?  
 

All of the latest news and talks are about 
the covid virus. This virus is responsible for  
shutting down cities, businesses, churches, 
schools, etc. Election laws were changed, 
how did they do elections in the days of 
horse and carriage?   
 

While the number of deaths from covid is 
high, it’s difficult to know how many were 
individuals who had other inherently fatal 
concerns but contracted the virus.  
 

It’s difficult to know which news and media 
to believe. They are using their slant to 
control our views and the nation. Shutting 
down cities can cause them to collapse 
with the loss of their economies. The riots 
and protests in the cities are not for the 
good of the country, those who destroy 
property and trespass should be 

prosecuted for destruction of property and 
crimes against persons cannot be ignored. 
 

We have a new administration coming on 
January 20. Are they going to work 
together to improve lives? Taxes, 
immigration, and police funding are all 
important issues we need addressed for 
the mutual benefit of our country. Spending 
and fiscal responsibility is important to the 
future generations.  
 

Our weather has cooperated wonderfully. 
There is still a lot of work being done 
although some areas have been snowed 
out and others are severely hindered.  
It's sad there will not be any convention 
this year. They are like a family reunion 
seeing everyone and doing things together. 
All we can do is keep our backs to the load 
and hope for the best. 
 

Becca says "ARF"     
 

       Clem 

President’s 

Message: 

Clem Karlin,  

KLICA 

President 

Convention 

Normally our next newsletter would be the convention coverage issue but 

since we were not able to hold the convention this year this issue will be our 

coverage of what would have been convention events/news. Since we can’t 

get together in person I hope in some small way we can at least think of 

each other. After reading this reach out to other members and friends - keep  

in touch.  
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Notice - Election of 

Directors 

With no Annual Convention there is some 

Association business we need to take care 

of, election of Directors in Districts 1, 3, 5, 

& 7. Following are the nominations for 

these positions.  

District 1 - Brad Raifsnider 

District 3 - Randy Myers 

District 5 - Justin Rutz 

District 7 - Keith Babcock  

A mail election of these positions will take 

place with a mailing to members in each 

district to vote for their appropriate director 

or a write in candidate. That mailing will 

take place in the next few weeks. Please 

vote for the Director of your choice and 

return your ballot as instructed in the 

mailing. Thank You. 

Scholarship Applications 

Contractor Members of KLICA do you have a child who will be attending college the Fall of 

2021. They’re eligible to apply for a KLICA college scholarship. Information is available on 

the KLICA website at:  

Members | Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association KLICA (kansaslica.com)  

With any questions please don’t hesitate to contact Jon Ungerer, Executive Director at 

785-221-8697 or jungerer@kansaslica.com 

Application Deadline March 15, 2021 

2020 Scholarship Recipient 

In 2020 KLICA awarded one scholarship 

to a contractor family member. Ross 

Henderson, son of Kent Henderson 

received a $500.00 KLICA scholarship to 

continue his studies. Ross is currently a 

senior at Kansas State University pursuing 

a degree in Management Information 

Systems and Human Management. 

Congratulations 

Ross and good 

luck in your 

career! 
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In Memoriam of Those we Lost in 2020 
The KLICA family lost four members this past year. Our thoughts and 

prayers will continue to be with these families as they move forward. The 

members of KLICA are here should any of these families need anything. 

We support and provide for each other when needed. As always, noted at 

the Convention Memorial Luncheon a $25 Memorial will be made to the 

Scholarship Fund in the name of these four individuals. 

 

James Sylvester (Jim) O’Toole 
 
James Sylvester O’Toole was owner/operator of O’Toole 
Construction, Girard, Kansas. Jim passed away February 5, 2020 
at the age of 77. Jim is survived by his wife, Margaret, three 
daughters, and 10 grandchildren. Jim served as KLICA President in 
2001 and received the Contractor of the Year Award in 2002. As a 
boy Jim dreamed of running a bulldozer and raising cattle - both 
dreams came true. 
 
 

Robin C. Timm 

Robin C. Timm was owner/operator of 
Timm Backhoe, El Dorado, Kansas. Robin passed away August 
24, 2020 at the age of 60. Robin is survived by two sisters, a 
nephew, four nieces, multiple great-nephews, a great-niece, 
cousins and a very special cousin. Robin loved fishing, hunting, 
riding his Harley and spending time with family and friends. 

 

 

    

   Lawrence (Larry) Pike 

Lawrence Pike was owner/operator of L.G. Pike Construction, 
Arkansas City, Kansas. Larry passed away November 22, 2020 at 
the age of 79. Larry is survived by his wife, Carlla, two sons, one 
daughter, one brother, eight grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. Larry served as KLICA president 1979-1980 and 
received the Contractor of the Year Award in 1981. Larry joined 
and served in the Kansas National Guard six years. 

 

 

      Paul R. Hettenbach 

Paul R. Hettenbach was owner/operator of Hettenbach 
Construction Company, Abilene, Kansas. Paul passed away 
October 13, 2020 at the age of 68. Paul is survived by his wife 
Joann, one son, two daughters, five grandchildren, four siblings, 6 
nieces, and 3 nephews. Paul served as KLICA President in 1991, 
received the Contractor of the Year Award in 1991, served as 
Treasurer at the time of his death and was recognized with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019. Paul loved Kansas State 
Football and was involved in many aspects of his community. 
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Margaret, I hope the surprise has remained 

and as you read this you are just finding out 

the Lifetime Achievement Award is going to 

you - Congratulations!  

Even though there is no Annual Convention 

this year the KLICA Board decided to go 

ahead with the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

We usually try to keep the award winners a 

surprise until presentation. This year with no 

Convention, and so no in person presentation 

this newsletter serves as the official 

(surprise) notification to the Lifetime 

Achievement Award winner. 

The 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 

winner has shown their love of people and a 

lifestyle throughout their life. For a number 

of years Margaret drove a school bus where 

she made many friends, not only of children 

but their families.  Margaret is an active 

member of the Friends Church. 

Margaret has been very involved in the 

family’s cattle herd. And while there are 

many with cattle herds and livestock I’m 

guessing there aren’t very many who have 

rode a mule to check their livestock, our 

award winner has! She loves digging in the 

dirt, her flowers, garden, and chickens. 

Margaret has six children, 14 grandchildren, 

and 15 great-grandchildren.  

We have learned much about Margaret and 

her family over the years through another 

love of her life, writing. For many years she 

has been willing to share stories with us 

through her column “The Other Side of the 

Dozer Blade”.  

Margaret loves to write and through her 

writings we have been able to keep up on the 

work done by her sons, David and Lee, who 

took over Smelser Construction, LLC from 

Margaret’s husband, their father, Lloyd. We 

have kept up on the neighbors and 

community, including the loss of many 

friends and neighbors Margaret and their 

family have held close. Margaret shares her 

heartbreaks, successes, and struggles with 

messages we can all relate to. 

We are there as ponds are built, livestock are 

buried, and neighbors in need are provided 

assistance through the community. Margaret 

has written poems for members of the KLICA 

family and other dear friends who have 

passed. Her words come from the heart and 

provide us a loving picture of those she is 

writing about.  

We can pick up any KLICA Newsletter from 

the past years and Margaret’s words in her 

column are sure to bring us a smile. But they 

also provide us a reflection on this life.  

When writing this article I thought there are 

so many things to say about Margaret’s 

writing or so many memories we could share, 

where do you start? In looking back through 

her many articles, poems, and other writings 

I did find something I had never seen before 

and thought it would be appropriate to share. 

On page 7 is something Margaret wrote in 

1964 entitled “What is a Conservation 

Contractor?”  

Smelser Construction, LLC has been a LICA 

member since 1972. Margaret was Lady of 

the Year in 2000. Lloyd was Contractor of the 

Year in 2013. Lloyd and Margaret have been 

married over 70 years.  

Congratulations Margaret  

The 2021 recipient of the 

Kansas Land Improvement 

Contractors Association 2020 

Lifetime Achievement Award!  

2020 Lifetime Achievement Award 
Margaret Smelser - Here’s to ‘The Other Side of the Dozer Blade’ 
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Length of Membership Recognition 

Contractor Members 

70 Years 

Bayer Construction Company 

Fox Construction Company, Inc. 

Furney Construction 

Pacey Construction 

 

55 Years 

Malm Construction Company, Inc. 

Marlatt Construction, Inc. 

Orval Jueneman Dozer Service, Inc. 

O’Toole Construction, Inc. 

 

50 Years 

Becker Terracing, Inc. 

 

45 Years 

Bramhall Dozer Service, Inc. 

Levi Construction 

Loflin Dirt Construction 

Pilkington Dozer & Farms, Inc. 

Wessling Construction, Inc. 

 

35 Years 

Dirks Earth Moving 

 

20 Years 

Dirks Dirt Construction, LLC 

Gideon Excavating, Inc. 

Hoffman Construction, LLC 

Jerry Austin Excavating, Inc. 

Koontz Construction 

Land Improvement Center, Inc. 

Orear Construction 

10 Years 

Stallbaumer Dozing 

TS Construction 

 

5 Years 

Advanced Erosion Solutions, LLC 

Aller’s LLC 

BAM Excavation & Trucking, LLC 

Benkendorf Trucking, LLC 

Charlie Brunker Excavating, Inc. 

Double J Construction, LLC 

G & G Excavating & Plumbing 

Greeley Excavating, LLC 

JAG Excavating 

Josh Connet Excavation, LLC 

LRS Construction, LLC 

McClain Excavating 

Red Oak Landscaping, LLC 

Roy Miller Backhoe, LLC 

Siebenmorgen Excavating 

Soden Construction, LLC 

Stauffer Lawn & Landscaping, LLC 
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Length of Membership Recognition 

Associate Members 

55 Years 

Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. 

Foley Equipment Company 

 

40 Years 

J & J Drainage Products 

 

20 Years 

HeavyQuip of Kansas 

 

5 Years 

Prinsco 

 

Special Members 

70 Years 

Bernritter Construction 

Oltjen Construction 

 

50 Years 

Rockers Excavating 

 

15 Years 

Crawford County Conservation District 

Jim Wallace 

 

 

Every year I’m impressed by the Length of Service Awards. Six members of 70 years - nine 

members of 50 or 55 years! It is really too bad the circumstances and risks associated with the 

pandemic forced our convention to be postponed this year. In person recognition of these 

members would have been special, as it is every year. 

When you’re talking to any of these members please give them a big Shout Out/Congratulations/

Thank You the next time you see them. Support them and all our members. 

Although many of our contractors have practiced social distancing since their first day in 

business the past year has been difficult and trying for all of us. We all know the work of our 

members is essential to all our lives and the future of our state and nation. A prosperous 

growing membership helps us all. Thank You! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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‘What is a Conservation Contractor’ 
Margaret Smelser 

 
“He’s a man with one eye on a pond stake and 

the other on the weather - rarely remembering 

that he and his farmer-customer hold a large 

part of the future of this country in their earth-

stained hands. 

Farmers have confidence in him. He’s often their 

friend and neighbor and he knows a job well 

done is his best advertisement. 

Small boys idolize him, especially his own, and 

they dream of the day when they can sit at the 

controls of a powerful tractor changing the 

landscape. He’d be less uneasy, though, if 

parents realized that lively boys and big 

machines just don’t mix well while in motion. 

A wife must be patient with him and know ahead 

that supper can wait while he moves a few more 

yards of dirt, collects an overdue bill or checks up 

on a job prospect. 

She should be prepared for a quick trip to the 

nearest parts dealer; to balance the checkbook; 

and not ever forget to call the fuel man. She’s 

also wise to ask the name of the fellow who 

promises to call back - and sometime doesn’t - 

leaving her with visions of a big pond that got 

away. 

His biggest gripes are a half days work on a half 

day’s notice; an empty diesel tank; taxes and 

license fees; a breakdown in the middle of a job 

with rain clouds on the horizon. But most of all, 

his biggest gripe is losing money on an 

accommodation job and then later see the profit-

making work go to his nearest competitor. 

Don’t picture him as a hard-drinking, fast-living 

type.  Usually he’s a family man and come 

Sunday morning you’ll likely find him sitting in a 

church pew. (He’s the one with the sun-tanned 

face and the firm handshake.)” 
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Advertising Opportunities 
We are still taking advertising for the 2021 KLICA Directory and Newsletters. Purchasing an advertisement 

for the KLICA 2021 Directory will also get your ad in the next four newsletters - Spring, Summer, Fall of 

2021 and Winter 2022. The directory and newsletter go to about 275 members, partners, and friends of 

KLICA. A pdf of the newsletter is also linked on the KLICA website. This is a great opportunity to let mem-

bers know about your business and what you have to offer. 

Interior Ads: 

(Color Ads) 

Full Page – 7.5” x 4.5”     $550.00 

Half Page - 3.75” x 4.5”     $310.00 

(Black & White Ads) 

  Full Page – 7.5” x 4.5”     $475.00 

  Half page – 3.75” x 4.5”     $280.00 

 

Newsletter ads will be: 

 If a full-page directory ad is purchased the newsletter ad will be approximately 1/4 page - 3.85” x 5” 

 If a half page directory ad is purchased the newsletter ad will be approximately 1/8 page 3.5” x 2.5” 

 

We need your advertisement by February 15, 2021. Please contact Jon Ungerer at 785-221-8697 or  

jungerer@kansaslica.com 
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Rambling Thoughts of an 

Executive Director 

I don’t think there are too many out there 

who are sorry to see 2020 in the rearview 

mirror. With the issues and concerns 

surrounding the pandemic there can’t be any 

one of us who can’t say our lives have not 

been disrupted or at the very least affected 

in some way. Again this year we have 

unfortunately lost members of the KLICA 

family. This Fall/Winter has also been hard 

as my community has lost a number of 

individuals who contributed to our local 

lives, if in no other way through their ever 

present smile, humor and grace. Of course 

losing family and friends is something 

experienced by someone in our circle every 

year, it is not isolated to this year or to the 

virus causing the pandemic. We remember 

those lost, hold their memories dear to our 

hearts and continue on. 

I miss seeing everyone at convention. While 

I always think how much work and stress 

there is leading up to convention I have 

always looked around on the last day and 

thought how it went too fast. The 

opportunity to learn from members, see 

what Associates have to offer, and socialize 

with everyone always renews my love for 

our members and the work you do. Every 

year we have a Special Member or two 

attend for the first time in awhile and it is 

‘special’ to see them. I am humbled by your 

knowledge, dedication, and hard work. 

Although many citizens of Kansas and this 

country don’t recognize how their lives 

benefit and are improved by your work you 

quietly and efficiently do your jobs, not 

asking for that recognition. The leaders of 

this state and nation would do well to take a 

lesson from you and other hard working 

individuals who ask for nothing and expect 

nothing but the opportunity to complete 

your work and do your jobs. 

I’m looking forward to 2021 and am excited 

about a couple things we are working on for 

this year. After a disappointing year in which 

we lost some opportunities I’m confident 

2021 will bring us new opportunities and the 

chance to invigorate our membership and 

the KLICA Association. 

Looking Forward: 

Golf! Get your golf clubs out and start 

practicing. KLICA is looking into holding its 

First Annual ‘Swing Away & Pray’ Golf 

Tournament. More details to follow but I’m 

hoping this is something we can make an 

annual event here in Kansas. Why ‘Swing 

Away & Pray’? Because that’s how I golf! 

SAVE Farm Assistance and Field Day. If 

things work out as we are hoping we will be 

providing additional assistance for the 

Service Member Agricultural Vocation 

Education Farm this Fall. Their cropland 

needs tile outlet terraces and other possible 

work needs completed on their farm. If 

things work out to make this happen we 

hope to assist them with completion of the 

work this Fall and hold a Field Day on the 

farm. The SAVE Farm is providing an 

excellent opportunity for our nations 

veterans to learn and become involved in an 

agricultural field when they leave the 

military. We will be reaching out for 

donations and assistance with this effort. 
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State DOT’s Received  

Last Minute Financial Assistance 
 

State departments of transportation are 

getting $10 billion in long-awaited 

emergency aid from a $900 billion COVID-19 

Relief Bill passed by Congress late on 

December 21 as part of a final year-end 

legislative package. 

President Trump signed the measure on 

December 27, though he requested “many 

rescissions under the Impoundment Control 

Act of 1974” to remove what he termed 

“wasteful spending.” 

“Since the early response to the pandemic, 

state DOTs have faced severe losses in state 

transportation revenues as vehicle travel 

declined. This COVID relief bill enables state 

DOTs to stay on track and support the 

efficient movement of critical goods and 

services as they maintain their 

transportation systems,” noted Jim Tymon, 

Executive Director of the American 

Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials, in a statement.  

“Furthermore, this timely federal support will 

help state DOTs to retain their institutional 

capacities and to be prepared to deliver 

future infrastructure investment driving 

economic recovery and growth,” he added. 

 

Date Established for Agricultural 

Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 

Application Deadline for Kansas 

 

Kansas State Conservationist, Karen A. 

Woodrich, of the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 

announced today the Statewide cutoff for 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Agricultural 

Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 

funding.  Kansas landowners and eligible 

entities may apply at any time.  However, to 

be considered for FY 2021 funding 

opportunities for Kansas Wetland Reserve 

Easements (WRE) and Agricultural Land 

Easements (ALE), the application cutoff date 

is Friday, February 19, 2021.  Local NRCS 

offices will continue to assist landowners 

who have submitted applications by the 

cutoff date in order to develop a complete 

application packet used for ranking.  

Landowners are encouraged to contact their 

local NRCS office for specific information 

regarding an application.  
 

2021 

KLICA WISHES ALL OUR MEMBERS, 

FAMILIES, AND FRIENDS ALL THE BEST FOR 

2021. 

May the New Year bring you health, 

happiness, and prosperity. 

News And Happenings 

 

New Members 
The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors 

Association welcomes the following new 

members to the KLICA family. If you know 

or run into these folks please extend a big 

welcome to them and share your favorite 

benefits of membership. Thanks for joining 

KLICA and we hope you find your 

membership rewarding and worthwhile. 

 

We welcome these three contractor 

members to KLICA. 

 

 

 

 

• ADKI Group, LLC 
 Chad Fulk 
 18730 S Ridgeview Road 
 Olathe, KS  66062 
 913-592-3770 
 chad@adkigroup.com 
 www.adkigroup.com 
 

• M. Shay Construction, LLC  
 Matt Shay 
 29067 Bluestem Drive 
 Paola, KS  66071 
 913-731-3955 
 mattshay2007@yahoo.com 
 

• Price Excavating, LLC 
 Zack Price 
 1074 N 100 Road 
 Baldwin, KS  66006 
 785-615-1924 
 priceexcavating726@gmail.com 
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LICA Member Benefits 
 

If you have not yet you need to visit the LICA Benefits Platform and establish an account. As indicated this 

is not a single benefit it is a multitude of benefits where LICA members can save money on a wide variety 

of products. There is no registration fee and it is easy to navigate through a wide variety of discounts and 

rewards and other benefits for LICA members. Check it out now on the KLICA: www.kansaslica.com 

or National LICA: www.licanational.com website. 

About LICA 
 

The aim of the Association is to encourage high 
standards of workmanship in resource management, 
land improvement practices and to promote 
enterprises in the area of land improvement 
contracting. This association of contractors brings 
together people having similar interests and 
opportunities for improving our natural resources 
with an adequate profit. 
 

LICA HISTORY 
 

The Land Improvement Contractors of America is an 
organization of earth moving contractors who care 
about the environment. Concerned contractors who 
worked to conserve the land and water resources 
started LICA in 1950. Today we have members and 
state chapters coast to coast. Their conservation 
ethic has continued to be and will continue to be the 
hallmark of LICA. 

 
For over sixty years, LICA contractors have paved 
the way for our country’s growth and expansion. Our 
contractors provide a wide range of services: 
grading, excavating, drainage, landscaping, paving, 
wetland development and site preparation just to 
name a few. They work in cities, on farms, ranches 
and in rural areas. They work with dedication and 
commitment to the professional conservation of soil 
and water. You should always choose a LICA 
Contractor, for all your construction needs. Look for 
the familiar LICA triangle proudly displayed on our 
equipment.  
LICA contractors strive to improve the business 
climate by working for better legislation and 
regulations, and keeping abreast of the current 
changes impacting their business, and providing 
training in the latest technology. 

National LICA 
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On the Other  

Side of the Dozer Blade 
by Margaret Smelser 

 

It’s a beautiful morning the day after 

Christmas with a 40 degree temperature and 

no wind.  After days and nights of howling 

wind, it’s a relief. The birds are busy on the 

deck; two bags of bird seed were welcome 

gifts! 

Looking at life from the other side of Covid, 

ten days in the hospital in November left me 

with extreme fatigue and “brain fog” I have 

experienced. Lloyd had three days in the 

hospital. We had been careful, wearing 

masks, using sanitizer, etc. but were 

exposed through a family member. I have 

the greatest respect for the staff in 

Lawrence Memorial - excellent care in spite 

of the strain they are under. And also the 

Emergency Response team of volunteers 

from McLouth.  

Please don’t take this virus lightly. The small 

inconvenience of a mask could make all the 

difference. Our son-in-law is tethered to an 

oxygen machine after days of hospital care. 

A long time smoker he is battling the lung 

damage done, though he quit years ago. 

Throw those cursed cigarettes away, nothing 

is worth that misery.  

Our Christmas was very different than a 

usual Smelser get-together. It was still a 

special day, Rusty came up and had dinner 

with us, so we weren’t alone. We chose to 

stay home. Jean had to work and David had 

a bad cold and stayed home across the 

drive. Jeannie came in the evening. A special 

gift from a friend at church is an olive wood 

cross, made with wood from the Holy Land. 

A reminder of the gospel song “From the 

Manger to the Cross.”  

David and Lee have had plenty of work, all 

varied. The engine overhaul on the 963 

loader was a setback.  They really missed 

that versatile machine while it was in the 

shop.  

David recently looked over a 40 acre brush 

filled clearing job; dogwood so thick he and 

the owner practically had to crawl on deer 

trails. David’s estimate per acre is more than 

land used to sell for! As they came out of 

the brush, David met a game warden- 

apparently a neighbor had reported two 

suspicious characters! 

Land prices in Leavenworth County almost 

unbelievable. People wanting to get out of 

the city. A short five acres with a metal slab 

house, four miles east of us, sold for 

$350,000.  

Now it’s the 29th and nearly time to put this 

tired old year to rest. The news is so filled 

with tragedies, the never ending political 

strife, the pandemic, we wonder what next? 

This morning one of the prominent RU Med 

doctors spoke with a different outlook, “We 

must have faith and hope.”  May we all have 

that in the days ahead. 

Right now the temperature is 30 degrees - 

may Jean get home safely, and the two 

county truck drivers who’ve been out all day 

treating roads, be back to the shops safe. 

You all take care - find the Lord in every 

day. Faith and hope can make all the 

difference, in a brand New Year.  
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Kansas Land Improvement 

Contractors Association 

850 U.S. Hwy 77 

Marysville, KS 66508 
 

 

Important Dates for your Calendar….. 

cancelled 

Cancelled 

 

• January 24, 25, & 26, 2021 
 KLICA Annual Convention 
 Hilton Garden Inn 
 Salina, Kansas 
 

• February 9-13, 2021 
 National LICA Winter Convention 
 Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk 
 San Antonio, Texas 
 

• March 15, 2021 
 Due date for Scholarship Applications 
 Contractor Members Immediate Family Members 
 

• July 27-31, 2021 
 National LICA Summer Meeting 
 Niagara Falls, New York 
 

• Summer - Date to be Determined 
 ‘Swing Away & Pray’ Golf Tournament 

 

• Fall - Dates to be Determined 

 SAVE Farm Assistance &   

  Field Days 


