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Meet KLICA 
Presidents Message by 

Jon L. Ungerer, Executive Director 
 

Iôd like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to everyone to attend 
the 73rd Annual KLICA Convention January 26, 27, & 28, 2025 at the 
Drury Inn, Wichita, Kansas. If you are a regular attendee - Thank You, you 
already know what youôre not missing! This year invite a nonmember 
contractor you know to be our guest at convention. Invite them and have 
them get in touch with me to get them registered.  
 

If you have never attended a convention I think you will find it beneficial 
and enjoyable - our Contractor and Associate Members are some of the best 
people you will ever know, and are eager to assist you with your business 
however they can. And the best news is, if you have never been to a 
convention, KLICA will pick up one registration for your business - so bring 
your wife and/or an employee and just pay their registration(s), let us get 
yours.  
 

If for some reason you are a contractor but not a member and reading this 
consider this your personal invitation to join us! Get in touch with me and 
we will get you set up! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you in Wichita!   
            Lşǋ 

Welcome! 
KLICA is pleased to welcome three new Contractor Members and one 

Associate Member. We are excited to have you as members and look 

forward to seeing you at future events. If you know any of these new 

members or have the opportunity to run into them please welcome them to 

our LICA family. 
  

     Contractor Member       Contractor Member 

  Dirt Kings, LLC     Elevation Earthworx 

  David & Carol King    Chase Kesl 

  20925 S. Walker Rd.    10790 V4 Road 

  Spring Hill, KS  66083    Hoyt, KS  66440 

  573-280-4769      785-305-0676 

  dirtkings913@gmail.com   chase@elevationearthworx.com 

  EM-EX-PD-SP-TH     EM-EX-PD-SP-TW  
   

     Contractor Member       Special Member 

  Yellow Dog Land Solutions, LLC   Dylan Riniker  

  Joseph Coker        5462 Macy Place Drive 

  10077 126th Road       Wamego, KS  66547 

  Mayetta, KS  66509       785-341-2970 

  785-213-3837        dylanriniker@gmail.com 

  yellowdoglandsolutions@gmail.com   

  EM-TH 
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Members Passed 
 

Betty Lou Myers passed 

away August 31, 2024. 

Betty was the wife of 

Dean Myers, Myers 

Construction, and mother of Randy Myers,  

DM C Farm Service. Dean was KLICA President 

1973 - 1974 and 1974 Contractor of the Year 1974. 

Randy is current District 3 Director. Betty is 

survived by five children; Cindy Shaw and 

husband Steve, Silver Lake, Trudy Francis and 

husband Terry, Topeka, Mindy Sieve and husband 

Tim, Topeka, Jody Myers, Edgerton, and Randy 

ñBuckò Myers, Havensville; 14 grandchildren, 28 

great-grandchildren, and three great-great-

grandchildren. Betty was laid to rest in Havensville 

Cemetery. 

Betty Lou Myers 

July 16, 1932 - 

 August 31, 2024 
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Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association  

attends Fort Hays Tech North Central Scholarship Reception 

Fort Hays Tech North Central hosted their 

Scholarship Reception day, October 2, 2024. The 

day was attended by Steve Peter, KLICA 

President Elect, Brad Raifsnider, KLICA District 

1 Director, Jeff Schell, KLICA Treasurer & 

National LICA Vice President, and Jon Ungerer, 

KLICA Executive Director. It was a rewarding 

day to see the students, who have committed 

themselves to learning their chosen vocations, 

receive financial assistance that will assist them in 

reaching their goals. After an opening and closing 

by Eric Burks, Fort Hays Tech North Central 

President, in between which Mendi Anschutz, Fort 

Hays Tech NC Director of Admissions announced 

scholarship winners our members had the 

opportunity to meet their scholarship recipients. 

The scholarship presentations started out exciting 

for our group as the first scholarship recipient was 

none other than Austin Raifsnider, Brad & Sarahsô 

son. Austin was awarded the Anschutz Family 

Scholarship. It was also exciting to see our 

KLICA Heavy Equipment Operations Endowment 

Scholarship recipient also receive the Burke Bayer 

Memorial Scholarship. Our KLICA 

representatives stayed and visited with Mark 

Jones, Fort Hays Tech NC Heavy Equipment 

School Department Chair, President Burks, and 

Mendi well after the room had cleared out. We 

learned Steve and Mendi come from the same 

community where Stevesô father-in-law still plays 

shuffleboard with Mendisô folks. How special of a 

day is it when you can help these students who are 

the future of our industry, see a members son 

receive a scholarship, and find out your 

association VP and the individual who has been 

such a help to us making these scholarships 

happen are connected. We visited with all these 

individuals, Mark, Eric, and Mendi for almost an 

hour! 

Unfortunately the recipient of the John Loflin 

Memorial Scholarship was not able to attend so I 

took the opportunity to get myself in a picture with 

dignitaries! Pictured left to right: Jeff Schell, KLICA 

Treasurer & National LICA Vice President; Steve 

Peter, KLICA President Elect; Eric Burks, Fort 

Hays Tech North Central President; Mendi Anschutz 

Fort Hays Tech NC Director of Admissions; Mark 

Jones, Fort Hays Tech NC Heavy Equipment School 

Department Chair; Brad Raifsnider, KLICA District 

1 Director; Jon Ungerer KLICA Executive Director.  

It was a full house for the reception! 
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Fort Hays Tech North Central Scholarship Reception 

KLICA Lloyd Smelser Memorial Scholarship 

L-R: Jeff Schell, Andrew Haffner, Brad Raifsnider, 

Steve Peter. 

KLICA Heavy Equipment Endowment Scholarship 

L-R: Lucas Phelps, Steve Peter, Jeff Schell,  

Brad Raifsnider 

Burke Bayer Memorial Scholarship 

L-R: Lucas Phelps, Peter Clark, Bayer Construction, 

Stan Hambright, Bayer Construction 

Anschutz Family Scholarship 

L-R: Austin Raifsnider and Mendi Anschutz 

Our group with Fort Hays Tech North Central staff L-R: Jeff Schell, Steve 

Peter, Eric Burks, Mendi Anschutz, Mark Jones, Brad Raifsnider, Jon Ungerer 
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73rd Annual KLICA Winter Convention & Business 

Meeting  

January 26, 27, & 28, 2025 

Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview  

Wichita, Kansas 

Ladies Programs 

On Monday, January 27, 2025 there will again be two 

programs for you to enjoy. Please be sure to let us 

know if you are attending one or both tours when 

you register for convention. 

Morning Program: 

The morning session will take place at the Botanica 

Wichita Gardens, 701 Amidon Street, Wichita, 

Kansas.  The Botanical Gardens is only 2 miles away 

from the Drury Plaza Hotel. Savannah Herrman; 

Tours & Adult Education Coordinator will be giving 

us a tour of the gardens. Following the tour 

participants will have the opportunity to attend a 

hands-on workshop, sending them home with a 

memento of their visit.   Due to the time of year this 

will be taking place, the outside gardens will not be 

open.  Please check out their website ð botanica.org. 

  

 

 

 

 

Afternoon Program: 

The afternoon of the 27th we have arranged to travel 

to the Frank Lloyd Wright House, 255 N Roosevelt 

Street, Wichita, Kansas. The FLW House is only 3 

miles away.  Amy Reep has graciously arranged for 

our group to be given a guided tour.  The Allen-

Lambe House was built in 1917 by the celebrated 

architect Frank Lloyd Wright and was one of the last 

Prairie style houses he designed.  The tour will last 

approximately 90 minutes depending on the number 

of questions asked.  The gift shop will be open before 

and after for shopping if you wish.  Please check out 

their website ð flwrightwichita.org. 

Tentative Schedule of Events 
The full line up of speakers/presentations is not 

final yet. Our format will follow what weôve done 

in past years.  
 

Sunday, January 26, 2025:  
3:00 - 5:00 pm  Registration 

3:00 pm Budget & Finance Committee Mtg. 

4:00 pm Officers & Directors Board Meeting 

5:30 - 6:30 pm Drury Reception with    

 Complimentary  Drinks and Snacks 

6:30 pm Cornhole Tournament Registration  

Enjoy an evening of casual conversation & fun. 
 

Monday, January 27, 2025 
6:00 - 9:30 am Breakfast - Drury Inn 

AM  Informational Presentations 
 

12:00 Noon Memorial Luncheon 
 Remembering Dirk Riniker & Betty Myers 
 

PM  Informational Presentations 

4:00 PM Associates Meeting 

4:30 - 5:30 PM District Meetings 
 

Associates Evening 
6:30 PM Social & Awards 

   Lifetime Achiecement 

   Associate of the Year 
     

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 
8:00 - 9:00 AM  Committee Meetings 

10:00 AM Members Annual Business Meeting 
 

Noon 

Lunch & Tour 

Host: Berry Tractor & Equipment  
930 S West Street 

Wichita, KS  67213 

We will again have another great door prize - you 

must be present to win. 
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On the Other  

Side of the Dozer Blade 
    by Margaret Smelser 

 

Another steamy 

day - the small 

showers weôve 

been having 

continue to keep 

us ñgreen.ò In my 

usual place, the 

kitchen table. 

Occasionally, itôs 

the ñconference 

tableò, when 

David stops in we 

discuss a wide 

variety - income, 

out go, a calving cow, the next job or repair - and the 

state of our country. His cap states his feelings, ñMake 

America Great Againò, from one of the best 

customers. 

One difficult afternoon this week when David took 

ñBridgettò, their old dog, to be relieved of her misery. 

The second beloved dog in a few weeks. Both were 

strays, both loved with the best of care. Itôs the right 

thing to do but it hurts - and brings some tears. David 

has a very tender heart, a good quality in a strong man. 

Recently, our fuel man from years ago was ñcalled 

homeò. Dwight Sandahl, a good man, he always took 

the time to visit. The fuel man plays an important part. 

The big scraper is back to work on a big building pad. 

Another piece of farm ground gone. Leavenworth  

County is becoming more and more ñurbanized.ò 

Another old farm is being cut up into building lots, 

along the Jarbalo Road. Four boys from that family 

rode my bus way back when. Iôve always admired the 

Hereford cattle in that pasture. I donôt see how this 

area can absorb the continued influx of people coming 

out for carefree country living? 

David & Lee will be glad to have the skid steer back 

on the job  - after $3,000.00 on repair theyôve waited 

for weeks. That little machine has been a ñreal 

workhorse.ò  

Keeping our small cattle herd is so important - keeping 

cows and Caterpillars going gets hectic. As taxes & 

insurance keep going up, the cattle pay their way - 

David does a good job with helping Lee & Jean - but 

bad things can still happen. A first calf heifer was in 

labor - David pulled the biggest calf I have ever seen. 

He estimated itôs weight at 100 lbs! How that heifer 

ever carried it - sadly the calf was gone but the heifer 

survived. Weôve had a series of low birth weight bulls 

& few problemséthis was a freak thing to happen. 

David would have called the vet but there was no time. 

Several of my great grandkids are back in school. 

They grow up in such a hurry - sometimes it seems 

like there is no time for ñkidstuff.ò Itôs such a 

troublesome time - ñFreedom, Faith & Familyò all 

must be cherished. 

In closing Iôd like to write a tribute with Margarets 

permission, to OôToole Construction. A great 

company who certainly have left a huge legacy of 

work done well in SE Kansas. Margaret has done well, 

Jim would be very proud of her. The heart sure got 

tangled in that ñbig ironò & all the lives it has touched. 

I have been blessed with our friendship - mainly 

through phone calls and an occasional card or note. 

Sheôs been one of my ñgo toò friends, sharing the good 

and the difficult, the joy & heartbreaks, our faith and 

our prayers. (One of my KLICA blessings) OôToole 

Construction has left big tracks to fill! 

Now looking ahead to Fall & Winter & new 

challenges, Thanksgiving & Christmas to celebrate, 

count our blessings. Make wise choices at the polls, 

the election is so critical. Our country at stake. 

May God Bless America Again (country song). 

You know, I wish God would bless America again 

Like he did way back there when it all began 

He blessed her then, and we sort of took it for granted 

And didn't ask again 

So let's just kinda hold her hand, now, that's all 

In case she stumbles, let's don't let her fall 

   Song & lyrics by Bobby Bareð1969 
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LICA Adds Three New  

Member Benefits 
 

World Insurance, the provider of the LICA 

Health Insurance Benefit has introduced a 401K 

and Payroll Program available to LICA 

Members. Check out the information relating to 

these new benefits and donôt hesitate to get in 

touch with any of the contacts for additional 

information related to these benefits. The World 

Health Team is currently working on updates to 

their Health Insurance Program. Their team will 

be making phone calls to LICA Members to 

promote their Health Insurance. 

M&V Apparel is offering 15% off custom 

apparel to LICA members. M&V Custom 

Apparel is currently developing their website but 

appears to be a small veteran owned company 

founded by a father and daughter. Check them 

out for your apparel needs. 
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