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Steve and Bevin Law, KACD, looking forward to a mutually beneficial
partnership for KLICA and KACD moving forward.

Presidents Message
Steve Peter, President Elect

As I write this it looks like Winter has moved into Kansas. While I know some
parts of the state are white with snow everyone in the state is experiencing much
colder temperatures. I hope you are all still able to get some work done and we
are not looking at a prolonged shutdown this winter. Fall harvest went well with
very good milo yields in this part of the state, while it sounds like corn and
soybeans accounted for record harvests.

The week of Thanksgiving I was excited about signing a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts at their
Annual Convention in Wichita. While we have always had an informal working
relationship with them I am hopeful this leads to stronger ties with KACD and
Conservation Districts across the state.

Attending the Fort Hays Tech North Central Open House to see their new Heavy
Equipment Operations Program machinery was very exciting. The students have
been learning on equipment that was very outdated. It is great to see they will
have the newest most up to date machines to learn on moving forward. It makes
you feel really good that our scholarships are going to a program that is
committed to providing their students with the tools needed to be successful
moving forward.

Karla and I along with Amie and Rusty Rush will be attending National this year
in Vegas. We are looking forward to taking in ConExpo.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Manhattan this year for our convention.
Be safe and stay warm out there.
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New Members

We welcome the following new members to the KLICA family. When you see
them be sure to introduce yourself, make them feel welcome and see if there is

anything we can do to help them out.

785-806-2114

clarksfieldservice@gmail.com Cell 785

785-456-2081
-214-3499
Rusty.ecord@dymaxinc.com

Associate Associate Special
Clark’s Field Service Dymax Pat Simpson
Emery & Alexis Clark Rusty Ecord 3012 SW Oakley Ave.
436 N 1900 Road 402 Miller Dr Topeka, KS 66614
Lecompton, KS 66050 Wamego, KS 66547 785-408-2893

deerwood@cox.net
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Dale Clayton Faelber
April 9, 1926 - August 22, 2025
Dale Clayton Faelber passed away
August 22, 2025, Dale and his
wife, Norma Rae were owners/

Y operators of Faelber Construction
| Company, Gypsum, Kansas,

i ~ " joining KLICA in 1968. Dale
served KLICA as President in 1985 and was 1994
Contractor of the Year. Dale loved his association
with KLICA. Dale is survived by his daughters,
Barbara (Roger) Messenger, Carol (Roger) Schmidt,

Members Passed

KLICA is sorry to report the loss of two
long time KLICA family members.

= 8y .
S You can'y
forget
. someone who

. v and Diane Faelber; a son, Gary (Deb) Faelber; sisters-
gave-you so - in-laws Dyretha Hall and Ruth Worman; brother-in-
much to law Frank (Dedra) Worman; grandchildren, Stephanie
S (Terry) Thiessen, Steven (Brenda) Messenger, Kregg
rem ember._ (Kerri) Schmidt, Jeff Schmidt, Ashley Faelber, and
t - P Zachary Faelber; 7 great grandchildren; and 3 great
2 - great grandchildren.
' ' KACNP§RAS
e

If we had no winter,
the spring would not be
so pleasant: if we did
not sometimes taste of
adversity, prosperity would

not be so welcome.

# Kathleen “Kate” Jueneman
October 21, 1951

? - October 10, 2025
. Kathleen (Kate) passed away
October 10, 2025. Kate was the
wife of George Jueneman, George
== C. Jueneman Dozer Service,

“= Hanover, Kansas. The Dozer
Service was a KLICA member since 1997 just
switching to Special Member when George retired in
2025. Kate loved embroidery, baking, reading,
gardening, going to casinos, her family, and her faith.
Kate is survived by her husband, George; son, Wade
(Karen) Jueneman, Topeka; daughter, Kaylin (Ben)
Mueller, Overland Park; daughter, Chelsea (Wade)
Hearting, Olathe; grandchildren, Kaden and Shane
Jueneman, Cole, Katie, and Cooper Mueller, and
Bailey and Emma Hearting; and many beloved
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, and nephews.

fuiR
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KLICA 74th Annual
Convention & Business Meeting Agenda
Sunday January 25, 2026 General Session
3:00 - Registration 1:15 pm - Total Cost of Machine Ownership
5:00 pm 2:15pm  Nick Book - Murphy Tractor
3:00 pm Budget & Finance Committee 2:15 pm - Smart Crew - All in 1 Construc-
tion
4:00 pm  Officers and Directors Meeting 3:00 pm Software Andrew Drish
. . 3:00 pm Break - Main Hallway

Sunday Evening Reception 3:30 pm
6:30 pm  Cornhole Tournament Registration 3:30 pm - Johnspn Company
7:00 pm  Cornhole Tournament 4:30 pm  Craig Benson & Jared Knobbe

. ) 4:30 pm - Associates Meeting

Exhibitor Set-Up - Main Hallway 5:00 pm

; Exhibitors may set up upon arrival Sun- 4:30 pm - District Meetings
ay or Monday morning. Please be set up
by 5:00 pm

8:30 am Monday morning Associates Evening

Monday January 26, 2026 6:00 pm  Social & Awards
7:00 am  Registration Length of Membership
Lady of the Year
7:30 am  Breakfast Contractor of the Year
Guest Speaker Associate of the Year

General Session 7:15pm  Auction
Moderator - Vice President Mike Loflin Tuesday January 27, 2026
8:45 am - USDA/NRCS . ' 9:00 am  Breakfast

9:30 am  Rachel Schlais, Acting State En- 9.0 am - Committee Meetings
gineer

9:30 am  No designated locations

9:30 am - Kansas One Call 811 9:30 am - Members Annual Business Mtg
10:15 am Arch York 11:30 am

10:15 am - Break - Main Hallway
10:45 am Lunch & Tour

10:45 -  Kansas Highway Patrol Dymax
11:30 Andrew Schippers - KHP Dymax will be our host for lunch

and a tour of their facilities.
Dymax - durable specialty attachments for
heavy equipment

Ladies Program
9:00 - Tour of Kansas State University
11:30 am Athletic Facilities

Dymax
12:00 pm 402 Miller Drive
Memorial Luncheon Wamego, KS 66547
Remembering those we lost in 2025 ’
KANSAS KANSAS

CHAPTER

Land Improvement Contractors
of America

CHAPTER
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Land Improvement Contractors

74th Annual Convention

of America Hilton Garden Inn, 410 S 3rd St, Manhattan, KS 66502

January 25, 26 & 27, 2026
Attendee Registration Form

Business Name: Address: City/State/Zip:
Entire Convention Single Day Monday Memorial Ladies AM Session
$180.00 $75.00 Luncheon ONLY / Off site ;
) Indicate 5, M, or T N/C Count Only
Individual Names Registering: $30.00
Totals: ~ o
Registration must be returned by lanuary 10, 2026 {No refunds after January 10,2026)
*Credit cards are accepted with a 4% service fee added to the total. You will need to complete this registration form and | will send you an Please return to:
invoice for the amount owed. Jon L. Ungerer
. . . . N KLICA

&  [Forms may also be emailed to jungerer@kansaslica.com with payment to follow. If you have questions please contact Jon at 785 221-B697 850 US Hwy 77

or jungerer@kansaslica.com

Marysville, KS 66508

»  (By registering for the 2026 KLICA Winter Convention you agree that any photograph taken of you during the Convention may beused in KLICA

communications including the KLICA Website, Facebook pages and KLICA newsletter.

+« If you have a donation of an auction item(s) you would like to indicate at this time please list below:

Itemn:

Donated by:

For hotel reservations please contact the Hilton Garden Inn directly at 785-532-9116.

Individuals must request code "93Q" group or indicate KS LAND IMPROVE-

MENT CONTRACTORS ASSN. at the time of booking in order to receive the group rate of $114.00 plus taxes. Or use the direct link provided to you by email or the

KLICA web page: www . kansaslica.com. Cut-off date for hotel reservations at the group rate is January 9, 2026 to guarantee this price.
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Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association

74th Annual Convention
Hilton Garden Inn, 410 S 3rd 5t, Manhattan, KS 66502
January 25, 26 & 27, 2026
Associate Sponsorship Registration Form

Business Name : Individual Contact:
Contact Phone Number: Address: City/State/Zip:
Please indicate if your company would like an Exhibitor Booth AND/OR to be a Convention Sponsor:
Exhibitor Booth: Includes ONE Convention Registration $300.00 __(Set up - Sunday, January 25 evening or Monday, January 26 by 8:00 a.m.)
Convention Sponsorships:
Sunday Night Reception Monday Morning Breakfast Monday Memorial Luncheon Associates Night Bar Tuesday Morning Breakfast
$1500.00 $1000.00 $2000.00 $1500.00 $1000.00
__.__n__._n_._.mw ._....__...HO Convention Includes ONE Convention Includes THREE __Mnhﬂ.ﬂmwﬂﬁ_o Includes ONE Convention
Registrations & ONE Registration & ONE Convention Registrations stratt Registration & ONE
Exhibitor Booth S B . Registrations & ONE eg
xhibitor Boo pace Exhibitor Booth Space & ONE Exhibitor Booth Space Exhibitor Booth Space Exhibitor Booth Space
s s s s 5
Associate’s Night Sponsor(s): $300.00 % Monday AM or PM Break Sponsor(s): $ 300.00
Includes One Convention Registration Includes One Convention Registration (Circle One)
. . . Ladies AM Session
.. . . Entire Convention Single Day $75.00 Associates Night N/C Count Onl
Individual Names Registering: Indicate S, M, or T ONLY $60.00 ount Only
$180.00 B
lindicate which day)
Totals: o o o
Grand Total: m —_— For hotel reservations please contact the
»  Credit cards are accepted with o 4% service fee added to the total. You will need to complete a registration form and | will EMAIL you . Hilton Garden Inn
an invoice for the amount owed. directly at 785-532-9116

& [By registering for the 2026 KLICA Winter Convention you agree that any photograph taken of you during the Convention may be used in __._u_c_.__n__..i_m :..J.mh _.mm._.._m.m._r. n.un% 93q
KLICA communications including the KLICA web and Facebook pages and KLICA newsletter.) at the time ot booking in order to
receive the group rate of 5114.00 + taxes.

« Return completed form with appropriate payment by January 10, 2026 to: KLICA, lon L Ungerer, 850 US Hwy 77, Marysville, | Or use the direct link provided to you by

KS 66508 (No refunds after January 10, 2026) email or on the KLICA web page:
* Please contact Jon at jungerer@kansaslica.com or 785 221-8697 with any guestions. www.kansaslica.com
Cut-off date for reservations at the group
» If you have a donation of an auction item(s) you would like to indicate at this time please list below: rate is January 9, 2026 to guarantee this

rice.
Auction Item(s): P
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INSURANCE ELEVATED.
BEYOND DEDICATED.

>WE'RE ALL 'N.

You’ve worked hard to construct a
reliable business.

You’ve worked hard to construct a reliable business that takes
pride in excellent workmanship. You'll need trusted partners who
are as equally committed to protecting your business and vision
for the future.

UFG Insurance has spent more than 75 years providing simple
insurance solutions, aspiring to reach an unparalleled level of
service and building a foundation of trust with every promise fulfilled.

Visit ufginsurance.com to find an agent today.

KANSAS

ufg PRINS
INSURANCE INSURANCE
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

© 2022 United Fire & Casualty Company. All rights reserved.
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KLICA Presents
Fort Hays Tech North Central Scholarships

On October 1, 2025 the Fort Hays Tech North
Central held their Scholarship Reception to
present students with the scholarships they were
awarded for the upcoming school year. KLICA
was there to award the students with our KLICA
scholarships. This was the second year KLICA
had the opportunity to be involved in this day.
This is our opportunity to meet the future of the
heavy equipment industry. It is exciting and
humbling to know KLICA has the opportunity to
assist these students in moving forward to obtain |
their goal of operating heavy equipment and ¢ , - &
creating their legacy for future generations. This P&
year KLICA presented three students, all enrolled L to R: Jon Ungerer, Executive Director KLICA;
in the Heavy Equipment Operations Program, with Mike Loflin, Vice Pr,esident KLICA; Kaden Frie:?s,

scholarships. recipient of the Irene Loflin Scholarship,; Dave Bose,
District 1 Director, KLICA.

‘IGERS

L to R: Jon Ungerer, Executive Director KLICA;
Dave Bose, District 1 Director KLICA; Kyler
Rahmeier, recipient of the KLICA Endowment
Scholarship, Mike Loflin, Vice President, KLICA.

1IGERS ,ly,l

L to R: Jon Ungerer, Executive Director KLICA;
Mike Loflin, Vice President KLICA; Brody Byers,
recipient of the John Loflin Memorial Scholarship;
Dave Bose, District 1 Director, KLICA.

Left: Austin Raifsnider, sone of Brad & Sarah
Raifsnider, Rocking R Dirtworks, received the
Peterson Memorial Scholarship.
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35-55-60 TON CAPACITY
DETACHABLE GOOSENECK

'S

Hot-Dipped Galvanizing Option
Up to 27° 6" of Usable Lower Deck Length
192" Loaded Deck Height

Dropped Wheel Bolsters and Front Bolsters with Traction Bars - Bucket Trough
Open Rear Trunnion - Grote “Xtreme” Wiring Harness - Single Hydraulic Control
Powder Paint - Arched Gooseneck - 7 Ride Height Positions

Meascremunts ane approximale

* Chain / Binder Rack Option  * Pin-On Assist Ramps Option * “V" Type Rear Bumper
+ Storage Area Option * Traction Bars on Approach » 3 Stop Tail Turn and White
Between Arms * 8 Keyhole Tie Downs on Approach  Strobe Lights

PROVEN SOLUTIONS
s FOR YOUR TRAILER NEEDS!
A— 1-800-428-5655 | www.landoll.com/trailers
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REGCIDICON

2064 Republic Ave = Monroe, IA 50170

: SURFACE WATER
O MERRY#7 INTAKES

\
CHHISTMAS,O

RVXEPDECEMBERI L
EEPPQNUZCKSYVWM 800-932-7611
TFYLSNOWMANYTIIR ES.COM
|SIONINTAKES.
AT CTECLETVTOLO NA OFFICE@PREC ;
EGPBYSSNSLWDGTA «pealer Inquiries Welcome
WHOLIDAYSI|I PZKEV
S QR LGN XS B e e ReR www.precisionintakes.com
GHMZOCRTCQORXGHR
NGI ZPOAACHWUIJRS ..
| TKARLUHRAEYWEN KLICACOHtlnulng
| AKRHDNF I JBOOTS Education Opportunities
] o .
& R D BN AL RS Wi Gk For those contractor member families or their
SFRACSJHFROZENGC . :
employees who have children who will be
OPTZAFWPPCMHAPDO . o .
W A T K RS R N T [ RS pursuing continuing educational opportunities in
the 2026/2027 School Year KLICA offers a
S FROZE:°R°t:|5TTTENS —— scholarship to assist them with their financial
BOOTS HAT NEW YEAR SNOWPLOW needs. March 15 is the deadline for these
COAT HOLIDAYS QUILT SOCKS . . . . .
COLD ICICLE SCARF SWEATER applications to be submitted for consideration at
JECENDER: RNk SRRk oemies the Second Quarter Board of Directors Meeting.

These scholarships are funded in a number of
ways including but not limited to memorials
donated by the KLICA board in honor of
members who have passed; part of the proceeds
and donations from the KLICA Golf Tournament;
memorials given by friends and family of
members who have passed; and designated
auction items at the KLICA Convention
Associates Night Auction.

An application and additional requirements may
be found on the next page of this newsletter or on
the KLICA website. Don’t forget, National LICA
also has scholarship opportunities.

10
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KANSAS

CHAPTER

TV, Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association
Scholarship Application

DEDICATED TO PROFESSIONAL
CONSERWATION OF

Name: Age:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: Email:

Educational Institution Attending:

Present Year in School: Major Course of Study:

Credit Hours Enrolling Next Year: Fall Semester Spring Semester

Parent(s) or Guardian(s):

Contact Street Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Company Name/Employer Name
KLICA Contractor Member:

Applicant Relationship to Company Owner(s)/Employee:

Applicant Signature: Date:

Application Requirements/Instructions:
Include this completed form and the following -

1) A single page essay which describes your academic, vocational, and personal goals and objectives
explaining why you think you should receive this scholarship.

2) Your college transcripts which shows your year in school and major course of study. If a college
freshman include high school transcripts.

3) Three (3) signed letters of recommendation. These can be from school staff/employers/community
leaders who are familiar with you and your skills/abilities.

4) A wallet size picture (approximately 2”x3”). This picture will be included in the KLICA Newsletter
and Directory.

All materials must be mailed to the KLICA office and postmarked no later than March 15. Incomplete,

late, or ineligible applications will not be considered.

Jon L. Ungerer

KLICA
Family members of contractor members and 850 US Hwy 77
children of contractor member employees are Marysville, KS 66508

eligible to apply for the KLICA continuing

education scholarship jungerer@kansaslica.com

785 221-8697

11
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TURNYOUR
ASSETS INTO

We Handle The Details
Fast Turnaround
Proven Success

purplewave.com sarpie

Call today!' 866.608.9283 AL‘%%‘éﬁ
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Administration Announces Much Improved WOTUS Permit Program

The Trump Administration this week announced the release
of revised regulations determining which wetlands and other
bodies of water qualify as a Water of the United States and
are therefore subject to federal permit requirements before
construction and other land improvement activities can
proceed. The rules will be jointly issued by the EPA and the
Army Corps of Engineers establishing, according to an EPA
release, a “durable, common-sense definition of ‘water of the
United States’” under the Clean Water Act. The rule seeks to
codify the Supreme Court’s 2023 Sackett v. EPA decision
which found that “adjacent wetlands” under the law are those
wetlands that have a continuous surface connection to bodies
already considered "waters of the United States.” The
wetlands must be “indistinguishable” from those waters to be
considered jurisdictional.

In the past, various administrations have advanced WOTUS
definitions that have been the subject of endless litigation,
leaving farm, construction and development projects without
a clear picture of the scope of responsibilities under the law.
According to EPA, the new proposal would define terms such
as “relatively permanent,” “continuous surface connection,”
and “tributary” “to appropriately delineate the scope of

WOTUS consistent with the Clean Water Act and Supreme
Court precedent.” In addition, “jurisdictional tributaries must
connect to traditional navigable waters either directly or
through other features that provide predictable and consistent
flow,” the release says. The proposal also looks to give states
and tribal authorities “clear regulatory guidelines while
recognizing their expertise in local land and water resources.”
American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall
commented, “Clean water is a top priority for farmers and
ranchers — we depend on it. We are pleased that the new rule
protects critical water sources while respecting the efforts of
farmers to protect the natural resources they’ve been
entrusted with.

“The Supreme Court clearly ruled several years ago that the
government overreached in its interpretation of what fell
under federal guidelines. We are pleased that it finally
addresses those concerns and takes steps to provide much-
needed clarity.”

Once published in the Federal Register, the proposal will be
open for public comments for 45 days. EPA and the Corps
plan to hold joint public hearings.

Limits on EQIP and Conservation Funding Lifted

Agripulse reports that federal conservation funding through
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) will no longer limit
how much farmers can receive. The continuing resolution
(CR), passed by Congress before the Thanksgiving holiday,
funds through Jan. 30 those parts of the government not
covered by three agency specific appropriations bills approved
as part of the CR legislation. The CR funds USDA programs
and extends the farm bill another year, does not limit
payments for both programs allowing projects to receive more
funds than they have in the past.

Previously, producers enrolled in EQIP could not receive
more than $450,000 over a five-year farm bill period (from
2019 through 2023), while those enrolled in CSP could not
receive more than $200,000.

EQIP was first established in the 1996 farm bill, merging
other conservation programs. The program provides cost-
share and incentive payments to producers who sign contracts
as long as 10 years promising to implement new
environmental practices, like cover crops, no-till and
prescribed grazing. The money can also fund new fencing and
irrigation equipment.

CSP, which was created in the 2002 farm bill and then
overhauled and renamed in 2008, is geared more toward
producers who have already implemented some conservation
practices in previous years and are looking to expand and use
more. The program typically requires a longer-term
commitment than EQIP, with producers signing five-year

contracts for not only maintaining conservation practices that
have already been established but for also adopting new ones.
Agripulse quotes Jonathan Coppess, an associate professor of
law and policy at the University of Illinois, who points out
that payment limitations have long been part of conservation
programs, dating back to the 1936 Agricultural Conservation
Program, one of the earliest federal conservation cost-share
programs for farmers. "You have a specific cap on the budget
authority, which means there's only so much money
available," Coppess said. "So the more that any large farmer is
able to get, the more it squeezes out other farmers."
Advocates for small farmers fear the changes will lead to a
greater share of funding going to larger farms with bigger
projects when paired with other recent developments
impacting the two conservation programs. Those include
changes Congress made to adjusted gross income limitations
earlier this year through the One Big Beautiful Bill Act
(OBBBA) and reduced NRCS staffing levels.

Farmers with adjusted gross incomes of more than $900,000
were previously barred from participating in EQIP and CSP.
However, language in the OBBBA, which was enacted in
July, exempted producers who derive 75% or more of their
average gross income from this requirement.

Five former Natural Resources Conservation Service chiefs
called for lawmakers to loosen the AGI limitations, arguing
they are "counterproductive" to efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and improve water quality, soil health and
wildlife habitat.

13
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THE ULTIMATE
70T ROVER

= Robust aluminum housing

- Tilt compensation

- Latest Novatel GNSS Technology

= Integrated UHF or 900Mghz Radios

= BT & Wifi

= Fully integrated in iCON Machine Control

The iCON GPS 70 series is

seamlessly integrated into the
Leica iCON field software.
By keeping the core central
interface, following the
unequaled Leica iCON
concept, you will benefit from
the simple-to-use workflows
and avoid costly downtime.

Laser Specialists Inc

Snecializing In the [alast Inser, sunay, OPY ond soffwore products

For more information call at
913-780-9990 or visit our website at

LaserGPS.com

14



KLICA News & Information December 2025

National LICA Hires New CEO

The National Land Improvement Contractors of
America (LICA) is pleased to announce the
appointment of Dennis Mikula, Jr., as its new
Chief Executive Officer, effective January 1, 2026.
Mikula joins National LICA with nearly three
decades of leadership experience in the land
improvement, construction, and business sectors.
As President of Mikula Contracting, Inc., a third-
generation, family-owned excavation, demolition,
and environmental services company established
in 1946, he has guided the organization through
consistent growth while modernizing operations
with technology and best practices. Mikula will
assume the role of Chairman of Mikula
Contracting as he commences his duties as CEO of
National LICA.

Under his leadership, Mikula Contracting has
earned multiple honors, including being named
New Jersey Family Business of the Year (2020) by
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s Rothman
Institute of Innovation and Entrepreneurship. The
company has also received numerous NJLICA
Safety Awards and Commerce and Industry
Association of New Jersey (CIANJ) “Companies
That Care” Awards for community outreach.
Currently serving as President of the New Jersey
Land Improvement Contractors of America
(NJLICA), Mikula has been a vocal advocate for
contractors and the broader construction industry.
He also has an extensive history of civic and
business leadership through his roles on the
Executive Boards of the Commerce and Industry
Association of New Jersey, Meadowlands
Chamber of Commerce, Bergen New Bridge
Medical Center Foundation, and the New Jersey
Policy Research Organization (NJPRO).

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Mikula
is deeply committed to community service and
mentorship. He helps coordinate the Meadowlands
Chamber Basket Brigade Program, providing
Thanksgiving meals to over 300 families each
year. He also continues to mentor young
professionals, a passion shaped by more than 20
years of coaching high school and college football.
“I’m honored to serve as CEO of National LICA at
such a pivotal moment for our industry and our
association,” said Mikula. “We have an
opportunity to modernize our structure, strengthen
national—state alignment, and deliver even greater
value to our members nationwide. I’'m committed
to leading with transparency, collaboration, and a
bold vision that positions LICA as the nation’s top
voice for land improvement and conservation.”
National LICA President Jeff Schell said, “Dennis
brings a rare blend of operational excellence,
industry leadership, and community spirit. His
experience leading a family-owned contracting
business and his deep roots in the LICA network
make him uniquely qualified to guide our
organization into its next chapter.”

Mikula lives in New Jersey with his wife, Diana,
and their daughter, Lucy.

As we close out 2025 the Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association wishes
all their members a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
May 2026 bring you good health, success, laughter, and joy.
May your Holiday Season find you together with family, friends and those you love.

o

AYS
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UFG Insurance and
Prins Insurance
Dividend Payments for 2024

UFG to no Longer Serve as
Recommended Insurance
Company for LICA

UFG Insurance is pleased to announce a
5.5% policyholder safety dividend has been
earned for 2024 by qualifying members of
the State Land Improvement Contractors
Association (LICA) Insurance Program.
While UFG proudly served as the
recommended insurance company for the
State LICA Insurance Program in
partnership with Prins Insurance, UFG has
made the strategic decision to no longer
serve in this capacity effective December
31,2025.

UFG will continue to have a strong appetite
for insuring grading, site preparation and
excavation contractors with a dedicated
construction business unit committed to
delivering deep expertise and specialized
capabilities for the construction industry.
UFG plans to offer a renewal policy for
eligible contractors currently insured in the
State LICA Insurance Program.
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ALMA, KANSAS

Producer & Processor of Native Prairie Grass Seed

We provide seed and erosion supplies for reclamation
projects, temporary and permanent road mixes, and
wildflower seeds. Whether you need native grass seed

orerosion products allow us to give you a quote.

“For All Your Seed & Erosion Product Needs”
26401 Fairfield Road, Alma, KS 66401

(785)-765-3415 feyhfarm@kansas.net
Fax: 785-765-4681 www.feyhfarmseed.com
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J#J\ ModernAg

Bringing all of Kansas contractors and farmers to the
forefront of efficient water management operations
utilizing a strong GPS powered product portfolio from
Trimble Agriculture.
. Trimble WM-Drain

. Trimble FieldLevel Il

. Trimble WM-Form &
Sub-Surface Software

. Topo & Design Services

Contact Us:
www.modernaginc.com

785-380-7993

@ Trimble.

Authorized Dealer
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On the Other

Side of the Dozer Blade
by Margaret Smelser

My kitchen table
thoughts this 60
degree
November
morning. The
grass is still
green, but well
sprinkled with
leaves. A hard
freeze just 3
days ago.

My wildlife
entertainment
continues - a fat groundhog climbing the oak tree
for more acorns, the antics of the squirrels, and the
variety of birds and an occasional rabbit.

The deer problem on the roads continues. Lee had
two hits just days apart, one vehicle totaled.
Thankfully he wasn’t hurt.

The “pop up” showers we have had have kept the
pasture green. Our partial “crop” of calves brought
the highest price ever. Daved does a good job
taking care of our small heard, with Lee & Jean’s
help. Only one pink eye case which was a blessing.
The “screwworm” problem working its way from
South America is frightening, not just for cattle but
every warm blooded animal.

David and Lee have recently worked on two
different farms where Lloyd worked years ago.
One was a pond Lloyd and David rebuilt.

David went to Atchison on October 31 to renew his
CDL - the day before his birthday. On the way he
passed an injured bird. He went back and took it to
a nearby customer who would take it to a wild
animal rescue/rehabilitation center. A barred owl, a
beautiful bird. I’'m proud of David, hard working
hands, tender heart.

They recently attended a memorial service for a
drug related death. What a horrific problem drugs
have become, with all the senseless deaths. I’d like
to think of McLouth as a quiet peaceful town, but
we know it can happen anywhere. I pray for the
safety of my great grandkids and all our schools.

Traffic has become another serious problem. Any

of you moving heavy equipment see people taking
risks every day. Hwy 16 through McLouth carries
a huge traffic load.

Linda Orear keeps me updated on our KLICA
family. I haven’t done very well in keeping up.
Dale Faelber was one of our closest friends, I kept
in touch with him. I knew the last phone visit that
he was failing.

November brings special birthday in our family. It
seems like Thanksgiving is nearly skipped over
with the barrage of Christmas decorations and
shop, shop, shop. I’'m glad Veterans Day wasn’t
passed over, “Lest we Forget.”

David and Lee had a new experience a few days
ago. They had cleared brush on a building site and
had to wait for a day that wasn’t windy to burn. As
careful as David is, some spark started a fire on the
track loader. They both had fire extinguishers and
managed to put the fire out. They have been
waiting for an insurance adjuster, before Randy,
our repairman, can determine what has to be done.
A backseat, but could have been so much worse -
especially if someone had been burned.

Lee & Rachel’s, Cora has gone on a number of
“parts runs” with the men. What a lively little
person she is! Now she is in preschool, and is
loving it.

Time to finish this chapter of “life on Dempsey
Road”. May you have much to be thankful for and
a blessed Christmas Season.

19




KLICA News & Information December 2025

Scan to see our commitment to
supporting Kansas contractors.

With historically high prices for corn and soybeans,
there has never been a better time to reinvest in
land. Together with drainage contractors across
Kansas, ADS products and solutions help farmers
improve yields, increase farmable acres and create
sustainable water management solutions to
ensure the long-term success of their operation.

ms, Inc ™

2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 03/2 Our reason is water™
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Rambling Thoughts
of an Executive Director

Covered earlier in this newsletter is the Fort Hays Tech
North Central Scholarship Reception. Since KLICA first
donated for an endowment scholarship a couple years
ago the number of scholarships KLICA has made to this
technical school has already surpassed my expectations
and hopes.

I was contacted this past summer by the widow of a long
time member. Pat Simpson and her late husband Carl
owned and operated Simpson Construction. Pat wanted
to donate a couple of paintings and a three legged stool
for the auction at this years convention, with the
proceeds going towards a John Loflin Memorial
Scholarship for a student enrolled in the Diesel
Technology program at Fort Hays Tech North Central.
Pat is from Beloit. When Kathy and I stopped by to pick
these items up from Pat we had the opportunity to sit
down and visit with her for awhile, learning of their long
history in the heavy equipment industry. Carl was a
salesman at Wentz Equipment prior to starting Simpson
Construction. Pat was a secretary at Wentz before going
on to work for Berry Tractor. Pat was the KLICA Lady
of the Year for 2000.

It was so nice meeting and having the opportunity to
visit with Pat. I am really hoping we can make
arrangements to get her to this years Associates Night at
convention, since she is not able to drive herself. I have
since found out Pat has a ride and will be at convention!
In addition to the items from Pat, which will provide for
an additional student scholarship I was recently
contacted by another long time KLICA member about
making a donation for scholarships. When I contacted
Mendi Anschutz, Fort Hays Tech Director of
Advancement, she informed me the Hansen Foundation
is currently matching 0.50 for every dollar donated
towards an endowment scholarship. I got her in touch
with the individual wishing to donate and it sounds like
they are in the process of creating another endowment
scholarship in this individuals name!

On another note KLICA is currently in the process of
working with the Kansas Association of Conservation
Districts to enter into an MOU with KACD. While we
have long partnered with KACD I am excited and
encouraged by this development to further strengthen
our partnership with KACD and County Conservation
Districts across Kansas. This MOU was signed at the
KACD Annual Convention in Wichita!

I am very excited about a possible project Dan
Meyerhoff, KACD Executive Director contacted me
about this summer. Fort Hays University has some
farmland that is in need of some conservation work. We
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are exploring the possibility of assisting with that work
and involving the Heavy Equipment Operations students
from Beloit with that effort.

In another positive development the Heavy Equipment
Operations program at Beloit received a $3.7 million
dollar EDA grant to purchase new bulldozers,
excavators, and motor graders. They were also able to
construct a canopy building to house the machines in.
Foley Equipment and Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co.
worked hard to ensure the program made the most of
this funding to provide machines equipped with the most
up to date technology and GPS guidance systems
available. This opportunity and a solid plan for the
future will allow the school to update their machines on
a regular basis, ensuring students are never again
utilizing severely outdated technologies and machinery.
Convention has moved back to Manhattan this year and
I think attendees will find the Hilton Garden Inn a nice
host hotel. I think our presentations this year should all
prove of interest to our contractor members and
hopefully they will all be able to find some benefit in
them for their operations. The ladies will have the
opportunity to visit some of the sports facilities of
Kansas State University.

And Associates Night should, as always, prove to be a
highlight for everyone. This year we will recognize nine
Contractors with 50 or more years of membership and
27 total contractors representing 845 years of
membership!

We will recognize two Associates with 60 years of
membership and six Associates totaling 205 years of
membership!

Special Members will add four members of 75 years and
eight members totaling 400 years!

That is a lot of institutional knowledge and more
friendships and associations than can be measured!

I am looking forward to our post convention tour at
Dymax in Wamego. Please make your plans to attend
this Tuesday after our Business Meeting and welcome
them as new Associate Members.

The 2026 Swing Away & Pray Golf Tournament will
move to Spring Creek Golf Course in Seneca, Kansas.
Spring Creek is a beautiful 18 hole course, with
adequate golf carts for all teams and should provide nice
facilities to host our tournament.

There is a lot going on with KLICA and if you haven’t
been active and involved in your membership now
would be a great time to change that. Attend convention
or golf in the Golf Tournament - you’ll make
connections and friendships that will benefit your
business and enrich your personal life!

Looking forward to seeing you in Manhattan!
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BERRY

TRACTOR

BERRYTRACTOR.COM

VISIT YOUR
LOCATION TODAY: =

-

WICHITA, KS GARDEN CITY, KS
(316) 943-4246 (620) 277-2290

TOPEKA, KS SPRINGFIELD, MO
(785) 266-9509 (417) 831-2651

PARTS | SERVICE | RENTAL | SALES
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NEPA Streamlining Legislation Moves Forward

On November 20, the House Committee on would restrict third-parties from filing lawsuits
Natural Resources passed the Standardizing against a decision, curtailing frivolous sue-and-
Permitting and Expediting Economic settle lawsuits that seek to delay or cancel
Development (SPEED) Act, to reform the construction projects altogether.

permitting and judicial review process for Project delays caused by prolonged NEPA
construction projects subject to the National reviews, permitting, and litigation increase costs
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). and harm the construction workforce by delaying

The bill streamlines NEPA by reestablishing it as
a procedural statute, codifying the Supreme
Court’s Seven Counties decision into law. If
enacted, the bill would establish a 150-day statute
of limitations for filing a legal challenge of a
NEPA permitting decision. Additionally, the bill

job creation, disrupting hiring, and reducing
economic activity. The delays increase labor and
material costs, forcing contractors to reprice
projects and potentially leading to cost overruns.

LICA Member Benefit

As a contractor, chances are you already have the expertise
to provide federally mandated Entry-Level Driver Training
(ELDT) for employees seeking a Commercial Driver's License
(CDL).

Avoid the cost of outsourcing to driving schools and learn
how to become an ELDT training provider.

e Bring ELDT training in-house

e Save thousands per applicant

* Eliminate the need for outsourcing

Email Caroline Krug to access your
ELDT Training Provider Resources:

Cnational.LICA@gmail.com

CDL

ENTRY-LEVEL DRIVER TRAINING (ELDT)
TRAINING PROVIDER RESOURCES

Land Improvement Contractors
of America

PREPARED BY
THE LAND IMPROVEMENT
CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA
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LICA Member Benefit

‘W‘ LAGI0 INPROYENENIT
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!5‘ S OITHACTORS OF ANSHIC)

RED WING SAFETY FOOTWEAR PROGRAM

We are thrilled to announce that Red Wing Shoes has been chosen as our preferred
national supplier of safety footwear for all U.S. sites.

As of 2025, LICA and Red Wing have signed an Agreement to provide our members with exceptional
safety footwear, service, and value. With this Agreement, LICA members will gain access to a range of
program highlights, including:

v A 15% discount on safety footwear off MSRP, as part of an exclusive billing program

v Multiple purchasing options - In-Store, Mobile Boot Trucks, and Online W/Free
Shipping

v A selection of over 350+ safety footwear styles
+ Digital voucher management platform

v A 1-year warranty on Red Wing footwear and a 6-month warranty on Irish
Setter and Worx footwear

v Free boot checkups, cleaning and conditioning, and laces for the life of the
footwear

« Over 1200+ retail stores and 170+ mobile shoe stores

Red Wing For Business Vid

Exceptional Service

If you are currently using Red Wing, rest assured that you will continue to receive
the same exceptional service you have come to expect. Additionally, you will now
have access to all the program highlights and our national account team.

For Land Improvement Contractors of America members that are not currently
utilizing Red Wing, we invite you to consider joining the program. Please reach out
to the contacts below and indicate that you are interested in participating in the
LICA program. They will arrange a virtual meeting to better understand your
needs and fully demonstrate the capabilities of this exceptional safety footwear

program.

Dedicated Support Team

Brian Duerinck

Field Account Manager Business Accounts
Red Wing Shoe Company Red Wing Shoe Company
815-355-4242 800-239-1064

Brian. Duerincki@redwingshoes.com  business accounts@redwingshoes.com
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EMPOWERING PROGRESS

Sales, rental, service, and Electric power generation Remote machine monitoring
support of the full line of Cat and maintenance Engine and component rebuilds
SICINAS 1! Aghas Cat and non-Cat rental Machine and radiator shop
Parts and service for anyengine  machines and equipment services
1 e Trimble” machine automation Technical and safety training
Total truck maintenance and productivity tools

Chanute Dodge City Liberal Salina

(620)431-3600  (620) 2254121  (620) 626-6555  (785) B25-4661 FOLEY .\ §

Colby Great Bend Manhattan Topeka R

(785) 462-3913 (620} 792-5246  (785) 537-2101  (785) 266-5770

Concordia  KansasCity  Olathe Wichita FoleyEq.com

(785) 243-1960 (816} 753-5300  (913) 393-0303  (316) 943-4211

s ITE CH' YOUR CONSTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER

The experienced construction professionals at SITECH Central will show you how to
leverage Trimble construction technology solutions, including:

« Machine Control » Spectra Precision Lasers + Certified Service Center
« Construction Surveying » Construction Software
« Drone Surveying » Fleet & Asset Management

844-839-9201  SITECH-Central.com
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Taloln

intelligent CONstruction

Presenting the Next Generation
Leica iCON GPS 70 Series Smart Antenna

THE ULTIMATE
70T ROVER

Permanent tilt compensation — no need to hold the pole
vertical - resistance to magnetic interferences!

Measure and stakeout points quicker than ever before!
Measure anytime, anywhere — calibration-free —

the antenna is ready when you are!

Stop wasting time leveling the rod!
This is why you buy Leica!
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KANDAS Kansas Land Improvement

Contractors Association
Membership Application

Date:

Company MName:

First Mame: Last Mame: Spouse:

Streer Address:

Mailing Address if different:

Ciry: State: Zip Cade:
Business phene: Cell phone:

Fax: Heme phone: Email:

Spensor:

Annual Dues: Contractor Associate Special
Circle Applicable Mamber Type £325 250 $40

Contractor Services Provided:

__ CH - Cencrete/Hardscaping ___ OD - Open Ditch Weark/Dredging

___ CR - Crane Service ____ PD - Ponds/Dams

____ DB - Directional Boring ____ RP — Roads/Paving

____ DW — DrainageVater Mgmt/Irrigation ____ 5P — Site Preparation/Demelition

___ EM - Earth meving/Grading/Leveling 55 — Seprc Systems/Onsite Wastewater
Treatment

__ EBEX — Excavating/Land Clearing ___ TH — Trucking/Hauling

__ GR - Gravel/Reck Production ___ TW - TerracesVaterways

L5 - Landscaping/Seeding/Sed ___ UU— Underground Utilities

____ Dealer/Service Company/Consulant/Insurance/Other

Annual dues are due and payable on a calendar year basis, prior to January | of each year.
KLICA dues for new contractor members joining after March | are paid up for the nexe full calendar year.

Return Application te: Jon L. Ungerer, Executive Director
Kansas Land Improvement Contracters Association
B50 LLS. Hwy 77
Marysville, K5 66508

Contact Phone: 785-22-86%7
Email: jungerer@lkansaslica.com
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KANSAS

CHAPTER

Land Improvement Gontractors
of America

LICA

Kansas Land Improvement
Contractors Association
OEDICATEDTO PROFESSONAL 850 U.S. HWY 77

LR Marysville, KS 66508

Important Dates for your Calendar.....

e KLICA Quarterly Board Meeting
December 13, 2025
Hilton Garden Inn
Manbhattan, KS

e KLICA 74th Annual Convention & Mtg.
January 25, 26, & 27, 2026
Hilton Garden Inn
Manhattan, KS

e National LICA Winter Convention
February 28 - March 2, 2026
Harrah’s
Las Vegas, NV

e Swing Away & Pray Golf Tournament
June 12, 2026
Spring Creek Golf Course
Seneca, KS
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