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Meet KLICA 

Jim Ebert, Ebert Construction, was recognized with the  

Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association  

Lifetime Achievement Award at our 2025 Convention & Business Meeting. 

L-R: Dorothy Winterman, Jim, Steve Peter 

Lifetime Achievement Recognition 

Jim Ebert, Ebert Construction 
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Presidents Message 
Steve Peter, Vice President 

 

Greetings, Steve Peter here, a dirt contractor located in Central KS. 

Hope everyone is getting their winter maintenance done, warmer 

temperatures are finally starting to show back up! It feels like the 

longest winter coming to a close, with all the snow and extreme cold 

we've had! Iôve been used to mild winters for several years! With 

spring approaching the jobs are starting to line up. The Winter 

KLICA Convention in Wichita was great! I hope a fun time was had 

by all. We had members from all across the state gathered for 

informative meetings, sharing ideas and ways of doing things, and 

also great fellowship. One thing of concern is our membership 

numbers are slightly down. If you know of a contractor in your area 

that could benefit from joining KLICA be sure to mention us, let 

myself or Jon Ungerer our director know! We would love to reach 

out! We are in the early planning stages of having a membership recruiting /equipment demo day 

some time this summer in Central Kansas and South East Kansas. It is a chance to come out and see 

what KLICA is all about and move a little dirt with different machines! With any luck, a little 

sunshine and dry weather I should be throwing dirt in a week. It will be nice to get back in the field! I 

hope everyone is doing well and staying safe! Until next time, keep pushing!  
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Schell Inducted as National Land Improvement  

Contractors of America President 

Kansas Land Improvement  current Treasurer 

and owner/operator of Schell Farm & 

Construction, Inc., Marysville, Kansas was 

installed as the Land Improvement Contractors 

of America President at the National LICA 

Winter Convention in Jacksonville, Florida. The 

Schell family has a long history of service to 

both Kansas and National LICA. Jeff was 

elected Kansas District 3 Director in 2007 and to 

Vice President in 2013. Jeff served as KLICA 

President in 2014 and 2015, being recognized as 

KLICA Contractor of the Year in 2017. Jeff 

started service to National LICA as Region 6 

Director in 2020, serving in that position prior to 

being elected Vice President for 2024. Jeff will 

serve as National LICA President in 2025 then 

move in to the Chairman of the Board position. 

Jeffôs father, Lorane served as KLICA President 

in 1986, and was KLICA Contractor of the Year 

that same year. Schell Farm & Construction, Inc. 

has been a member of KLICA since 1962. We 

are proud to have one of our own as National 

President and know the Schell family tradition of 

moving LICA forward on both the state and 

national level will continue.  

Jeff Schell receives the LICA President Pin from 

outgoing President, Tony Cain, Indiana.  

Kansas Attendees at National LICA 

L-R: Jon Ungerer, Executive Director; Kathy 

Ungerer; Marsha Schell; Jeff Schell, KLICA 

Treasurer & National LICA President; Linda Dick; 

Steve Dick, KLICA District 6 Director. 

St. Augustine, Florida tour. 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 

Receiving the Associate of the Year Award for 

Murphy Tractor & Equipment, Company , Inc. 

L-R: Aaron Couper, Customer Relations Specialist; 

Dylan Riniker, Rental Specialist; Steve Peter, KLICA 

President Elect; Lance Jone, Territory Sales 

Manager; Luke Fanshier, Territory Sales Manager; 

and Scott Bayless, Region Sales Manager.  

Murphy Tractor & 

Equipment Co., Inc.  

2024 Associate of the Year 

The 73rd Annual KLICA Convention & Business 

Meeting was held January 26, 27 & 28, 2025 at 

the Drury Inn, Wichita, Kansas. Saturday evening 

started out with the 3rd Annual Cornhole 

Tournament and Sunday Night Social. But before 

we could kick off the tournament we had to watch 

a back and forth AFC Championship, which 

finally ended with the local favorite Kansas City 

Chiefs taking a close win over the Buffalo Bills. 

Once the hard hitting on the field ended the 

competition really started heating up in the 

Cornhole Tournament. Although the number of 

teams were down this year the teams were no less 

intent on taking the title and earning the privilege 

of adding their names to the back of the 

Championship Boards! National and State LICA 

teamed up to take the championship honors this 

year with Tony Cain, National President, and 

Gavin Lang, Lang Dirt Services winning the final 

match. Congratulations Tony & Gavin and Thank 

You for your generosity donating your winnings 

back to the KLICA Scholarship Fund.  

Monday was a full day of informational speakers 

with the ladies touring a couple of local 

attractions, the Botanical Gardens and Frank 

Lloyd Wright House. 

Mondays Memorial Luncheon we paid a final 

farewell and memorial to four of our KLICA 

family; Dirk Riniker, Betty Myers, Richard 

Mayes, and Bobbie Wallace.  

Monday Night was Associates Night with a fun 

crowd paying recognition to our Awards winners 

and as always Purple Wave Auction providing a 

great auction to benefit our Association. 

Tuesday Morning was the KLICA Members 

Business Meeting after which we were hosted by 

Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. for a good meal 

and informative tour of their local facility.  

On the following pages youôll find sponsors and 

other convention coverage. Thank You to ALL 

who participated in some way with our 

convention! We look forward to seeing you again 

next year. We are currently working with the 

Hilton Garden Inn, Manhattan, Kansas to host our 

convention next year. See you there! 
Cornhole Champions Tony Cain and Gavin Lang. 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 
Lifetime Achievement Recognition 

Jim Ebert, Ebert Construction 

The Kansas Land Improvement Contractors 

Association recipient of this years Lifetime 

Achievement Award was typical of many in his 

era and grew up working on his family farm. Jim 

Ebert recognized early on that there were not a lot 

of people in the conservation contracting business. 

This knowledge pushed Jim to start a conservation 

construction business in 1958 with an old RD 7 

Cat and an American 8 motor grader. The 

following year his brother, Pat, joined him in the 

business. Shortly after this, the business added 

another tractor to the company. The company 

grew steadily excavating farm ponds, clearing 

trees, and building terraces. Ebert Construction 

grew steadily surviving a ten month period when 

their National Guard Unit, the 110th Ordnance 

Company, was called to active duty. During their 

ten month service to their country they leased their 

equipment, but never received one payment from 

the leasing party. 

On returning to work the company grew steadily 

completing soil and water conservation work, 

secondary road jobs, sewer lagoons, and a settling 

basin water project for the city of Manhattan. The 

company constructed a shop and office in 1965. 

During the 1970ôs and 1980ôs the company 

purchased more equipment and took advantage of 

the growing PL566 watershed work by adding 

watershed projects to its workload. 

As the company grew family members became an 

integral part of operations, and the business 

diversified into other areas of heavy equipment 

work including highway construction and concrete 

structures. Ebert Construction has successfully 

completed projects of all sizes for State 

Departments of Transportation, US Army Corps 

of Engineers, Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, watershed districts, local counties and 

municipalities, and private landowners. 

Odds are youôve driven a street in a housing 

development, state highway, or interstate highway 

constructed by Eberts. If you drive K-18 highway 

into Manhattan from the west you can thank them 

for the smooth traffic flow on your way to a 

Kansas State University event.  

Jim was KLICA President in 1976 & 1977 and 

received recognition as Contractor of the Year in 

1976. 

Ebert Construction is still family owned and 

operated with 50 to 75 employees, some of which 

have been with the company for over 40 years. 

From conservation projects, protecting our soil 

and water for our stateôs agricultural producers, to 

ensuring safe travels on our highways and bridges 

Jim Ebert and Ebert Construction have built 

projects that have benefited the citizens of Kansas 

and beyond. 

Congratulations Jim on receiving the 2025 Kansas 
Land Improvement Contractors Association 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Pictured is Jim with family. Sitting L-R: Derek 

Riniker, James Ebert II, Dorothy Winterman, Lisa 

Diederich. Standing L-R: Dylan Riniker, Becky 

Riniker, Tim Diederich, Jenni Ebert, Amanda Riniker, 

Rhonda Trudo, Ron Trudo, Justin Ebert. 

Jim, with his younger brother, on his first bulldozer, 

an RD7 Cat. 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 

Associates Night & Auction 

Associates Night was as always a great time with 

our Lifetime Achievement, Associate of the Year, 

and Length of Service recognitions. It is always 

great to recognize deserving individuals and our 

Associate Members. While our auction did not do 

quite as well as the last couple of years Purple 

Wave Auction did an incredible job involving the 

crowd and making sure every item brought what it 

should and more. We funded two additional 

scholarships for Heavy Equipment Operation 

school students at Fort Hays Tech North Central in 

Beloit, Kansas. The Irene Loflin traveling painting 

titled Sunset brought $2300 this year and another 

of Irene's paintings which she wanted the proceeds 

to go to a scholarship brought $650. 

We cannot Thank Purple Wave Auction, all our 

bidders, and those who donated items enough for 

their support of our auction and convention. 

A bid is placed! 

Beautiful quilt - Handmade and donated by Karen 

White, White Construction. 

Our Purple Wave Auction Auctioneer -  

Bob McBride takes a bid. 

Heavy duty KLICA pub table - 

Donated by Thole Land Improvement. 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 

Length of Membership Awards 

Contractor Members 

Length of Membership Awards 

Associate Members 

Length of Membership Awards 

Special Members 

55 Years 
Haile Dirt Construction 

Marten Dozing & Excavating, LLC 

Wilbur Jueneman Construction, Inc. 
 

50 Years 
Criqui Construction, Inc. 

 

25 Years 
Henderson Grading Inc. 

 

15 Years 
Bill Butrick Construction 

Complete Excavating SY, Inc. 

Lowe Construction, LLC 

Matt Osterhaus 

Servaes Excavating, LLC 
 

10 Years 
American Topsoil Inc. 

Babcock Construction 

Rutz Construction, LLC 

Wells Built, LLC 
 

5 Years 
Shawn Kramer Construction, LLC 

Lubbers Excavating, Inc. 

M. Shay Construction, LLC 

Ohlsen Right of Way & Maintenance, Inc. 

Price Excavating, LLC 

35 Years 
Roadbuilders Machine & Supply 

 

15 Years 
The Insurance Guys 

 

10 Years 
Modern Ag Inc. 

SITECH-Central, LLC 

55 Years 
Fuzz Haile/Haile Dirt Construction 

Accepting Length of Membership for SITECHï 

Central, LLC L-R: Ryan Richeson, Steve Peter 

(KLICA), Josh Ingold, & James Roberts. 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 

Length of Membership Awards 

Mike Loflin accepting for 

Henderson Grading Inc - 25 Years 

Justin & Amy Rutz,  

Rutz Construction, LLC - 10 Years 

Scott Lowe, 

Lowe Construction, LLC - 15 Years 

Fuzz Haile & James Fenwick 

Haile Dirt Construction  - 55 Years 

Alan Amewrshek & Nick Martin 

Modern Ag Inc. - 10 Years 
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73rd Annual Convention Coverage 

Tuesday Lunch & Tour 
Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. 

At the conclusion of our Business Meeting 

Tuesday morning our attendees traveled just a few 

miles west of our hotel to Berry Tractor & 

Equipment Co., at 930 S West St., Wichita, 

Kansas. There our hosts, Berry Tractor & 

Equipment Co., treated us to a delicious BBQ 

lunch and we heard the history of their company. 

We then had a door prize drawing where Steve 

Dick, Henry Dick Digging, Inc., won a 

Blackstone Griddle and Ion Tailgater Speaker. 

After lunch our members were treated to an 

informative and interesting tour of the local 

facility where we learned the history of Berry 

Tractor and found out we were actually at the 

original first location of Berry Tractor started 

back in 1958! Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. 

now has four locations: Wichita, Kansas; Garden 

City, Kansas; Topeka, Kansas; and Springfield, 

Missouri.  

Thank You to Berry Tractor & Equipment Co. 

and their gracious staff, with a special Thank You 

to Kaitlyn Ray who worked with me on 

arrangements, for being our hosts and providing 

this perfect conclusion to our 73rd Annual 

Our wonderful and gracious hosts: L-R: Gene Ogden, 

Branch Manager; Kaitlyn Ray, Marketing 

Coordinator; and Steve Sanders, Training Manager. 

And somehow that guy on the far left always 

photobombs himself into a picture! 

Original Sign Letters from 1958 are still preserved 

on an inside wall. 

Steve Dick with his door prizes! 


