
Preteens &
Domestic Violence

Amit Gulati 



“I'm Lisa, a 
survivor with a 

future, because of 
my past.” 

- Lisa Floyd



Table of contents

Research based upon 

information found in 

these resources 

_03
How to Help

Resources and 

information on how to 

help address preteen DV 

_04

Relevant Statistics and 

Effects of domestic 

violence on preteens

_02
DV Effects

Sources

Domestic Violence, Child 

Abuse, Abuse

_01
Florida Statutes



Florida 
Statutes

Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, & Abuse

_01



Domestic Violence 

“Domestic violence” means any assault, aggravated

assault, battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual

battery, stalking, aggravated stalking, kidnapping, false

imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in physical

injury or death of one family or household member by

another family or household member.

- F.S. 741.28(2)



Child Abuse 

“Child abuse” means:

1. Intentional infliction of physical or mental injury upon a

child;

2. An intentional act that could reasonably be expected to

result in physical or mental injury to a child; or

3. Active encouragement of any person to commit an act

that results or could reasonably be expected to result in

physical or mental injury to a child.

- F.S. 827.03(1)(b)



Abuse 

“Abuse” means any willful act or threatened act that results in any

physical, mental, or sexual abuse, injury, or harm that causes or is

likely to cause the child’s physical, mental, or emotional health to

be significantly impaired. Abuse of a child includes the birth of a

new child into a family during the course of an open dependency

case when the parent or caregiver has been determined to lack the

protective capacity to safely care for the children in the home and

has not substantially complied with the case plan towards

successful reunification or met the conditions for return of the

children into the home. Abuse of a child includes acts or omissions.

Corporal discipline of a child by a parent or legal custodian

for disciplinary purposes does not in itself constitute abuse

when it does not result in harm to the child.

- F.S. 39.01(2)





DV Effects
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Impact of DV on Children



Children Experiencing v. Witnessing DV 

57% of the children who had witnessed

domestic violence were also direct victims

of child maltreatment

1 out of 15 children in the U.S. are 

exposed to DV each year per DOJ

Domestic 
Violence

Experiencing DV

Witnessing DV



How Domestic Violence Affects Preteens

• Children who witness domestic violence or are victims of abuse

themselves are at serious risk for long-term physical and mental

health problems.

• Children who witness violence between parents may also be at

greater risk of being violent in their future relationships.

• Witnessing domestic violence is the single best predictor of domestic

violence in adulthood.



• Globally, 1 out of 8 people have witnessed domestic

violence as children.

• Annually, ≈ 3-15 million children witness domestic

violence in the United States.

• Males who batter their wives batter the children

30% to 60% of the time.

• Living with domestic violence significantly alters a

children’s DNA, aging them prematurely 7-10 years.



How Domestic Violence Affects Preteens

Symptoms 

Newborn to 5 Year Old Ages 6 to 12

Bed-wetting Depression

Thumb-sucking Withdrawal

Increased crying Low self-esteem

Whining Low academic performance

Difficulty sleeping or staying asleep Bad behavior at school

Stuttering Nightmares

Hiding Aggression and difficulty with peers

Severe separation anxiety School avoidance/truancy



How to Help
Resources and information on how to help 
address preteen DV 
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How to Help

- Open Communication

- Making a Safety Plan

- Developing a Reliable Support 

System

- Seeking Professional Help 

- Talk about Healthy Relationships 

- Helping Child Feel Safe   

1 (800) – 799 – SAFE (7233)

Text “START” to 88788

Contacting National Domestic 
Violence Hotline 

https://www.thehotline.org/



Sources
Research based upon information found in 
following resources 
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Sources
- http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-

0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html

- http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-

0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html

- http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700 

0799/0741/Sections/0741.283.html#:~:text=741.28%2C%20and%20the%20person%20has,imposed%2C%20

unless%20the%20court%20sentences

- http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-

0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html

- https://slidesgo.com/search?q=mental%20health&page=2#rs=search

- http://www.naasca.org/2015-Articles/040815-911call-LittleGirl.htm

- https://cdv.org

- https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499891/

- https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Abuse-of-Children-2.pdf

- https://www.ojp.gov/program/programs/cev

- https://www.thehotline.org/

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0741/Sections/0741.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0741/Sections/0741.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0741/Sections/0741.283.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.01.html
https://slidesgo.com/search?q=mental%20health&page=2
http://www.naasca.org/2015-Articles/040815-911call-LittleGirl.htm
https://cdv.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499891/
https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Abuse-of-Children-2.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/program/programs/cev
https://www.thehotline.org/
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