
CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

CHAPTER 60 

ADMINISTRATION OF TRAFFIC CODE

60.01  Title 60.05  Reports of Traffic Accidents
60.02  Definitions 60.06  Peace Officer’s Authority 
60.03  Administration and Enforcement 60.07  Obedience to Peace Officers 
60.04  Power to Direct Traffic

60.01    TITLE.  Chapters 60, 61, 62 and 70 of this Code of Ordinances may be known and cited
as the “Panorama Park Traffic Code.”

60.02    DEFINITIONS.  Where words and phrases used in the Traffic Code are defined by State
law, such definitions apply to their use in said Traffic Code and are adopted by reference.  Those
definitions so adopted that need further definition or are reiterated, and other words and phrases
used herein, have the following meanings:

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.1)

1. “Park” or “parking” means the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not,
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or
unloading merchandise or passengers.

2. “Peace officer” means every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to
make arrests for violations of traffic regulations. 

3. “Stand” or “standing” means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not,
otherwise than for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging
passengers.

4. “Stop” means when required, the complete cessation of movement.

5. “Stop”  or  “stopping”  means  when prohibited,  any halting  of  a  vehicle,  even
momentarily,  whether  occupied or  not,  except  when necessary to  avoid conflict  with
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a peace officer or traffic control sign
or signal.

6. “Traffic  control  device”  means  all  signs,  signals,  markings,  and  devices  not
inconsistent with this chapter, lawfully placed or erected for the purpose of regulating,
warning, or guiding traffic.   

7. “Vehicle” means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or
may be transported or drawn upon a public highway, street, or alley.   

60.03    ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.  Provisions of this Traffic Code and
State law relating to motor vehicles and law of the road are enforced by the County Sheriff. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.13 [4])

60.04    POWER TO DIRECT TRAFFIC.  A peace officer,  and, in the absence of a peace
officer, any officer of the fire department when at the scene of a fire, is authorized to direct all
traffic  by  voice,  hand  or  signal  in  conformance  with  traffic  laws.   In  the  event  of  an  

emergency, traffic may be directed as conditions require, notwithstanding the provisions of the
traffic laws.
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(Code of Iowa, Sec. 102.4 & 321.236[2])

60.05    REPORTS  OF TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS.   The  driver  of  a  vehicle  involved  in  an
accident  within  the  limits  of  the  City shall  file  a  report  as  and  when  required  by the  Iowa
Department  of  Transportation.   A  copy  of  this  report  shall  be  filed  with  the  City  for  the
confidential use of peace officers and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 321.271 of the
Code of Iowa.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.273 & 321.274)

60.06    PEACE OFFICER’S AUTHORITY.  A peace officer is authorized to stop a vehicle to
require exhibition of the driver’s license of the driver, to serve a summons or memorandum of
traffic violation, to inspect the condition of the vehicle, to inspect the vehicle with reference to
size, weight, cargo, log book, bills of lading or other manifest of employment, tires and safety
equipment, or to inspect the registration certificate, the compensation certificate, travel order, or
permit  of such vehicle.  A peace officer having probable cause to stop a vehicle may require
exhibition of the proof of financial liability coverage card issued for the vehicle. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.492)

60.07    OBEDIENCE TO PEACE OFFICERS.   No person shall  willfully fail  or  refuse to
comply with any lawful order or direction of any peace officer invested by law with authority to
direct, control, or regulate traffic.   

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.229)
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CHAPTER 61 

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

61.01  Installation of Traffic Control Devices 61.04  Traffic Lanes 
61.02  Compliance  61.05  Standards
61.03  Crosswalks  

61.01 INSTALLATION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.  The Council shall establish
by resolution,  and  cause  to  be  placed  and  maintained,  appropriate  traffic  control  devices  to
indicate parking spaces and zones, no parking zones, limited parking zones, reserved parking
zones, loading zones, safety zones, school zones, hospital zones, quiet zones, traffic zones other
than the above,  truck routes, school stops, stop intersections, yield right-of-way intersections,
one-way streets, streets to be laned for traffic and play streets.  The Council shall also have the
power to designate and indicate by resolution intersections at which traffic shall be controlled by
traffic signals; intersections at which left turns, right turns and U-turns shall be prohibited; and
intersections at which markers, buttons or other indications shall be placed to indicate the course
to be traveled by vehicles traversing or turning at such intersections.  The City shall keep a record
of all such traffic control devices.

61.02 COMPLIANCE.  No driver of a vehicle shall disobey the instructions of any official
traffic control device placed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, unless at the time
otherwise directed by a peace officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle under Section 321.231 of the Code of Iowa.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.256)

61.03 CROSSWALKS.   The  Council  is  hereby  authorized  to  designate  and  maintain
crosswalks by appropriate traffic control devices at intersections where, due to traffic conditions,
there is particular danger to pedestrians crossing the street or roadway, and at such other places as
traffic conditions require.   

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.13[4] & 321.255)

61.04 TRAFFIC LANES.  Where traffic lanes have been marked on street pavements at such
places as traffic conditions require, it is unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to fail or refuse
to keep such vehicle within the boundaries of any such lane except when lawfully passing another
vehicle or preparatory to making a lawful turning movement.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 372.13[4] & 321.255)

61.05 STANDARDS.  Traffic control devices shall comply with standards established by The
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways.   

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.255)
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CHAPTER 62 

GENERAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

62.01  Violation of Regulations 62.05  Quiet Zones
62.02  Play Streets Designated 62.06  Obstructing View at Intersections
62.03  Vehicles on Sidewalks 62.07  Milling 
62.04  Clinging to Vehicle

62.01 VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS.   Any person  who  willfully  fails  or  refuses  to
comply with any lawful order of a peace officer or direction of a Fire Department officer during a
fire,  or  who fails  to abide by the applicable  provisions  of the following Iowa statutory laws
relating to motor vehicles and the statutory law of the road is in violation of this section.  These
sections of the Code of Iowa are adopted by reference and are as follows:

1. Display of Registration and License to Drive:  321.17, 321.32, 321.37, 321.38,
321.57, 321.67, 321.78, 321.79, 321.91, 321.98, 321.99, 321.104, 321.115, 321.174, 321.174A,
321.180,  321.180B,  321.193,  321.194,  321.208A,  321.216,  321.216B,  321.216C and 321.218
through 321.224.

2. All  Terrain  Vehicles,  Golf  Carts,  and  Bicycles  to  Obey Traffic  Regulations,
Speed  Detection  Jamming  Devices,  Road  Workers:   321.232  through  321.234A,  235A  and
321.247.

3. Traffic Signs, Signals, and Markings:  321.259 and 321.260.

4. Accidents and Accident Reporting:  321.262 through 321.266.

5. Operation of Motorcycles and Motorized Bicycles:  321.275.

6. Drag Racing; Speed; Open Containers; Control of Vehicle:  321.276, 321.277,
321.277A,  321.278,  321.281,  321.284,  321.284A,  321.288,  321.295,  321.333,  321.382  and
321.383.

7. Driving on Right, Meeting, Overtaking, Following, or Towing: 321.297 through
321.299 and 321.302 through 321.310.

8. Turning  and  Starting,  Signals  on  Turning  and  Stopping:   321.312  through
321.318.

9. Right-of-Way:  321.319 through 321.324A.

10. Pedestrian Rights  and Duties  and Safety Zones:   321.329,  321.330,  321.332,
321.333, and 321.340.

11. Railroad Crossings:  321.341 through 321.344 and 321.344B.

12. Stopping, Standing, Parking:  321.354 and 321.359.

13. Unattended Vehicle,  Obstructing  Driver’s  View,  Crossing  Median,  Following
Fire Apparatus,  or Crossing Fire Hose, and Putting Glass, Etc.,  on Streets:   321.362 through
321.365 and 321.367 through 321.371.

14. School Buses:  321.372.

15. Lighting  Equipment  Required  and  Time  of  Use:   321.384  through  321.390,
321.392  through  321.395,  321.398,  321.402  through  321.405,  321.408,  321.409,  321.415,
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321.417 through 321.423.  In accordance with authorization granted by Section 321.395, Code of
Iowa, motor vehicles parked upon any street where permitted by this chapter need not display
required lights where there is sufficient light emitted from City street lights to reveal any person
or object within a distance of five hundred (500) feet upon such street.

16. Brakes, Horns, Sirens, Mufflers, Wipers, Mirrors, Tires, Flares, Windows, Safety
Belts,  and Special Markings for Transporting Explosives:  321.430 through 321.434; 321.436
through 321.442; 321.444 through 321.446, 321.449, 321.449A, and 321.450.

17. Size,  Weight,  and Load:  321.454 through 321.458,  321.460 through 321.463,
321.465 and 321.466.

18. Unsafe Vehicles:  321.381 and 321.381A.

62.02 PLAY STREETS DESIGNATED.  The Council has authority to declare any street or
part thereof a play street and cause to be placed appropriate signs or devices in the roadway
indicating and helping to protect the same.  Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating any
street or part thereof as a play street, no person shall drive a vehicle upon any such street or
portion thereof except drivers of vehicles having business or whose residences are within such
closed area, and then any said driver shall exercise the greatest care in driving upon any such
street or portion thereof.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.255) 

62.03 VEHICLES ON SIDEWALKS.  The driver of a vehicle shall not drive upon or within
any sidewalk area except at a driveway.

62.04 CLINGING TO VEHICLE.  No person shall drive a motor vehicle on the streets of the
City unless all passengers of said vehicle are inside the vehicle in the place intended for their
accommodation.  No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, in-line skates, sled or
toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself or herself to any vehicle upon a roadway.

62.05 QUIET ZONES.  Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating a quiet zone, no
person operating a motor vehicle within any such zone shall sound the horn or other warning
device of such vehicle except in an emergency.

62.06 OBSTRUCTING VIEW AT INTERSECTIONS.   It  is  unlawful  to  allow any tree,
hedge, billboard, or other object to obstruct the view of an intersection by preventing persons
from having a clear view of traffic approaching the intersection from cross streets.  Any such
obstruction is deemed a nuisance and in addition to the standard penalty may be abated in the
manner provided by Chapter 50 of this Code of Ordinances.

62.07 MILLING.  It is unlawful to drive or operate a vehicle, either singly or with others, in
any processional milling or repeated movement over any street to the interference with normal
traffic use, or to the annoyance or offense of any person.

[The next page is 165]
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CHAPTER 70 

TRAFFIC CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

70.01  Arrest or Citation 70.04  Parking Violations:  Vehicle Unattended
70.02  Scheduled Violations 70.05  Presumption in Reference to Illegal Parking 
70.03  Parking Violations:  Alternate 70.06  Impounding Vehicles 

70.01    ARREST OR CITATION.  Whenever a peace officer has reasonable cause to believe
that a person has violated any provision of the Traffic Code, such officer may:

1. Immediate Arrest.  Immediately arrest such person and take such person before a
local magistrate, or

2. Issue Citation.  Without arresting the person, prepare in quintuplicate a combined
traffic citation and complaint as adopted by the Iowa Commissioner of Public Safety, or issue a
uniform citation and complaint utilizing a State-approved computerized device. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 805.6 & 321.485)

70.02 SCHEDULED VIOLATIONS.  For violations of the Traffic Code that are designated
by Section 805.8A of the Code of Iowa to be scheduled violations, the scheduled fine for each of
those violations shall be as specified in Section 805.8A of the Code of Iowa.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 805.8 & 805.8A)

70.03    PARKING  VIOLATIONS:  ALTERNATE.   Uncontested  violations  of  parking
restrictions imposed by this Code of Ordinances shall be charged upon a simple notice of a fine of
five dollars ($5.00) payable at the office of the City Clerk.  If such fine is not paid within seventy-
two (72) hours, a complaint may be filed as provided by Chapter 804 of the Code of Iowa.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.236[1b])

70.04    PARKING VIOLATIONS: VEHICLE UNATTENDED.  When a vehicle is parked in
violation of any provision of the Traffic Code, and the driver is not present, the notice of fine or
citation as herein provided shall be attached to the vehicle in a conspicuous place.

70.05    PRESUMPTION IN REFERENCE TO ILLEGAL PARKING.  In any proceeding
charging a standing or parking violation, a prima facie presumption that the registered owner was
the person who parked or placed such vehicle at the point where, and for the time during which,
such violation occurred, shall be raised by proof that:

1. Described  Vehicle.   The  particular  vehicle  described  in  the  information  was
parked in violation of the Traffic Code, and 

2. Registered Owner.  The defendant named in the information was the registered
owner at the time in question.

70.06    IMPOUNDING VEHICLES.  A peace officer is hereby authorized to remove, or cause
to be removed, a vehicle from a street, public alley, public parking lot or highway to the nearest
garage or other place of safety, or to a garage designated or maintained by the City, under the
circumstances hereinafter enumerated:
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1. Disabled Vehicle.  When a vehicle is so disabled as to constitute an obstruction
to traffic and the person or persons in charge of the vehicle are by reason of physical injury
incapacitated to such an extent as to be unable to provide for its custody or removal.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.236 [1])

2. Illegally Parked Vehicle.  When any vehicle is left unattended and is so illegally
parked as to constitute a definite hazard or obstruction to the normal movement of traffic. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.236 [1])

3. Snow Removal.  When any vehicle is left parked in violation of a ban on parking
during snow removal operations.

4. Parked  Over  Limited  Time  Period.   When  any  vehicle  is  left  parked  for  a
continuous period in violation of any limited parking time.   If the owner can be located, the
owner shall be given an opportunity to remove the vehicle. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.236 [1])

5. Costs.  In addition to the standard penalties provided, the owner or driver of any
vehicle impounded for the violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be required to
pay the reasonable cost of towing and storage.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.236 [1])

[The next page is 175]
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CHAPTER 75

ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES AND SNOWMOBILES

75.01  Purpose 75.05  Operation of All-terrain Vehicles
75.02  Definitions 75.06  Negligence
75.03  General Regulations 75.07  Accident Reports
75.04  Operation of Snowmobiles 75.08  Towing

75.01    PURPOSE.   The  purpose  of  this  chapter  is  to  regulate  the  operation  of  all-terrain
vehicles and snowmobiles within the City.

75.02    DEFINITIONS.  For use in this chapter the following terms are defined:

1. “All-terrain vehicle” or “ATV” means a motorized vehicle, with not less than
three and not more than six non-highway tires, that is limited in engine displacement to less than
1,000 cubic centimeters and in total dry weight to less than 1,200 pounds and that has a seat or
saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for steering control.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.1)

2. “Off-road motorcycle”  means a two-wheeled motor vehicle that  has a seat or
saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for steering control and that is
intended  by  the  manufacturer  for  use  on  natural  terrain.   “Off-road  motorcycle”  includes  a
motorcycle that was originally issued a certificate of title and registered for highway use under
Chapter 321 of the  Code of Iowa, but that contains design features that enable operation over
natural terrain.  An operator of an off-road motorcycle is also subject to the provisions of this
chapter governing the operation of all-terrain vehicles.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.1)

3. “Off-road utility vehicle” means a motorized vehicle, with not less than four and
not more than eight non-highway tires or rubberized tracks, that has a seat that is of bucket or
bench design, not intended to be straddled by the operator, and a steering wheel or control levers
for control.  “Off-road utility vehicle” includes the following vehicles:

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.1)

A. “Off-road  utility vehicle  – type  1” includes  vehicles  with a  total  dry
weight of 1,200 pounds or less and a width of 50 inches or less.

B. “Off-road utility vehicle – type 2” includes vehicles, other than type 1
vehicles, with a total dry weight of 2,000 pounds or less and a width of 65 inches
or less.

C. “Off-road  utility vehicle  – type  3” includes  vehicles  with a  total  dry
weight of more than 2,000 pounds or a width of more than 65 inches, or both.

An operator of an off-road utility vehicle is also subject to the provisions of this chapter
governing the operation of all-terrain vehicles.

4.  “Snowmobile” means a motorized vehicle that weighs less than 1,000 pounds,
that uses sled-type runners or skis, endless belt-type tread with a width of 48 inches or less, or
any  combination  of  runners,  skis,  or  tread,  and  is  designed  for  travel  on  snow  or  ice.
“Snowmobile”  does  not  include an all-terrain vehicle that  has  been altered or  equipped with
runners, skis, belt-type tracks, or treads.
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(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.1)

75.03 GENERAL REGULATIONS.  No person shall operate an ATV, off-road motorcycle or
off-road utility vehicle within the City in violation of Chapter 321I of the  Code of Iowa or a
snowmobile within the City in violation of the provisions of Chapter 321G of the Code of Iowa or
in  violation  of  rules  established  by the  Natural  Resource  Commission  of  the  Department  of
Natural Resources governing their registration, equipment and manner of operation. 

(Code of Iowa, Ch. 321G & Ch. 321I)

75.04 OPERATION OF SNOWMOBILES.  The operators of snowmobiles shall comply with
the following restrictions as to where snowmobiles may be operated within the City:

1. Streets.   Snowmobiles shall  be operated only upon streets that  have not been
plowed during the snow season and on such other streets as may be designated by resolution of
the Council. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.9[4a])

2. Exceptions.  Snowmobiles may be operated on prohibited streets only under the
following circumstances:

A. Emergencies.  Snowmobiles may be operated on any street in an emergency during the
period  of  time  when  and  at  locations  where  snow  upon  the  roadway  renders  travel  by
conventional motor vehicles impractical.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.9[4c])

B. Direct  Crossing.   Snowmobiles  may  make  a  direct  crossing  of  a  prohibited  street
provided all of the following occur:

(1) The  crossing  is  made  at  an  angle  of  approximately  ninety
degrees  (90°)  to  the  direction  of  the  street  and  at  a  place  where  no
obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;

(2) The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing
the street;

(3) The driver yields the right-of-way to all on-coming traffic that
constitutes an immediate hazard; and

(4) In  crossing  a  divided  street,  the  crossing  is  made  only at  an
intersection of such street with another street.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.9[2])

3. Railroad  Right-of-Way.   Snowmobiles  shall  not  be  operated  on  an  operating
railroad right-of-way.  A snowmobile may be driven directly across a railroad right-of-way only
at an established crossing and notwithstanding any other provisions of law may, if necessary, use
the improved portion of the established crossing after yielding to all oncoming traffic.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.13[1h])

4. Trails.   Snowmobiles shall  not be operated on all-terrain vehicle trails  except
where so designated.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.9[4f])

5. Parks and Other City Land.   Snowmobiles shall  not be operated in any park,
playground or upon any other City-owned property without the express permission of the City.  A
snowmobile shall not be operated on any City land without a snow cover of at least one-tenth of
one inch.
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6. Sidewalk  or  Parking.   Snowmobiles  shall  not  be  operated  upon  the  public
sidewalk or that portion of the street located between the curb line and the sidewalk or property
line commonly referred to as the “parking” except for purposes of crossing the same to a public
street upon which operation is authorized by this chapter.

75.05 OPERATION OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES.  The operators of ATVs shall comply
with the following restrictions as to where ATVs may be operated within the City:

1. Streets.  ATVs and off-road utility vehicles may be operated on streets only in
accordance with Section 321.234A of the Code of Iowa or on such streets as may be designated
by resolution of the Council for the operation of registered ATVs or registered off-road utility
vehicles.   In  designating  such  streets,  the  Council  may  authorize  ATVs  and off-road  utility
vehicles to stop at service stations or convenience stores along a designated street.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.10[1 & 3])

2. Trails.   ATVs  shall  not  be  operated  on  snowmobile  trails  except  where
designated.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.10[4])

3. Railroad Right-of-Way.   ATVs shall  not be operated on an operating railroad
right-of-way.   An  ATV  may  be  driven  directly  across  a  railroad  right-of-way  only  at  an
established crossing and notwithstanding any other provisions of law may, if necessary, use the
improved portion of the established crossing after yielding to all oncoming traffic.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321I.14[1h])

4. Parks and Other City Land.  ATVs shall not be operated in any park, playground
or upon any other City-owned property without the express permission of the City.  

5. Sidewalk or Parking.  ATVs shall not be operated upon the public sidewalk or
that  portion  of  the  street  located  between  the  curb  line  and  the  sidewalk  or  property  line
commonly referred to as the “parking.”

75.06 NEGLIGENCE.  The owner and operator of an ATV or snowmobile are liable for any
injury or damage occasioned by the negligent operation of the ATV or snowmobile.  The owner
of an ATV or snowmobile shall be liable for any such injury or damage only if the owner was the
operator of the ATV or snowmobile at the time the injury or damage occurred or if the operator
had the owner’s consent to operate the ATV or snowmobile at the time the injury or damage
occurred.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.18 & 321I.19)

75.07 ACCIDENT REPORTS.  Whenever an ATV or snowmobile is involved in an accident
resulting  in  injury  or  death  to  anyone  or  property  damage  amounting  to  one  thousand  five
hundred dollars ($1,500.00) or more, either the operator or someone acting for the operator shall
immediately notify a law enforcement officer and shall file an accident report, in accordance with
State law. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321G.10 & 321I.11)

75.08    TOWING.  No item shall be towed by a snowmobile unless coupled to said snowmobile
by a rigid tow bar.

[The next page is 185]

CODE OF ORDINANCES, PANORAMA PARK, IOWA
- 72 -



CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

CODE OF ORDINANCES, PANORAMA PARK, IOWA
- 73 -



CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

CHAPTER 80

ABANDONED VEHICLES 

80.01  Definitions 80.06  Disposal of Abandoned Vehicles
80.02  Authority to Take Possession of Abandoned Vehicles 80.07  Disposal of Totally Inoperable Vehicles
80.03  Notice by Mail 80.08  Proceeds from Sales
80.04  Notification in Newspaper 80.09  Duties of Demolisher
80.05  Fees for Impoundment

80.01 DEFINITIONS.  For use in this chapter, the following terms are defined: 
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[1] & Sec. 321.90)

1. “Abandoned vehicle” means any of the following:

A. A vehicle that has been left unattended on public property for more than twenty-four (24)
hours and lacks current registration plates or two or more wheels or other parts which renders the
vehicle totally inoperable.

B. A vehicle that has remained illegally on public property for more than 24 hours.

C. A vehicle that  has been unlawfully parked or placed on private property without  the
consent of the owner or person in control of the property for more than 24 hours.

D. A vehicle that has been legally impounded by order of a police authority and has not been
reclaimed for a period of ten (10) days.  However, a police authority may declare the vehicle
abandoned within the ten-day period by commencing the notification process.

E. Any vehicle parked on the highway determined by a police authority to create a hazard to
other vehicle traffic.

F. A vehicle that has been impounded pursuant to Section 321J.4B of the Code of Iowa by
order of the court and whose owner has not paid the impoundment fees after notification by the
person or agency responsible for carrying out the impoundment order.

2. “Demolisher” means a person licensed under Chapter 321H of the Code of Iowa
whose business it is to convert a vehicle to junk, processed scrap or scrap metal, or otherwise to
wreck, or dismantle vehicles.

3. “Garage keeper” means any operator of a parking place or establishment, motor
vehicle  storage  facility,  or  establishment  for  the  servicing,  repair,  or  maintenance  of  motor
vehicles.

4. “Police authority” means the Iowa State Patrol or any law enforcement agency of
a county or city.

80.02 AUTHORITY TO TAKE POSSESSION OF ABANDONED VEHICLES.  A police
authority, upon the authority’s own initiative or upon the request of any other authority having
the duties of control of highways  or traffic,  shall  take into custody an abandoned vehicle on
public property and may take into custody any abandoned vehicle on private property.  The police
authority  may  employ  its  own  personnel,  equipment,  and  facilities  or  hire  a  private  entity,
equipment,  and  facilities  for  the  purpose  of  removing,  preserving,  storing,  or  disposing  of
abandoned vehicles.  A property owner or other person in control of private property may employ
a private entity that is a garage keeper to dispose of an abandoned vehicle, and the private entity
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may take into custody the abandoned vehicle without a police authority’s initiative.  If a police
authority employs a private entity to dispose of abandoned vehicles, the police authority shall
provide the private entity with the names and addresses of the registered owners, all lienholders
of record, and any other known claimant to the vehicle or the personal property found in the
vehicle.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[2])

80.03 NOTICE BY MAIL.  The police authority or private entity that takes into custody an
abandoned  vehicle  shall  notify,  within  twenty  (20)  days,  by  certified  mail,  the  last  known
registered owner of the vehicle, all lienholders of record, and any other known claimant to the
vehicle  or  to  personal  property  found  in  the  vehicle,  addressed  to  the  parties’  last  known
addresses of record, that the abandoned vehicle has been taken into custody.   Notice shall be
deemed  given  when  mailed.   The  notice  shall  describe  the  year,  make,  model  and  vehicle
identification number of the vehicle, describe the personal property found in the vehicle, set forth
the location of the facility where the vehicle is being held, and inform the persons receiving the
notice of their right to reclaim the vehicle and personal property within ten (10) days after the
effective  date  of  the  notice  upon  payment  of  all  towing,  preservation,  and  storage  charges
resulting from placing the vehicle in custody and upon payment of the costs of the notice.  The
notice shall also state that the failure of the owner, lienholders or claimants to exercise their right
to reclaim the vehicle or personal property within the time provided shall be deemed a waiver by
the owner, lienholders and claimants of all right, title, claim and interest in the vehicle or personal
property and that failure to reclaim the vehicle or personal property is deemed consent to the sale
of the vehicle at a public auction or disposal of the vehicle to a demolisher and to disposal of the
personal property by sale or destruction.  If the abandoned vehicle was taken into custody by a
private entity without a police authority’s initiative, the notice shall state that the private entity
may claim a garage keeper’s lien as described in Section 321.90 of the Code of Iowa, and may
proceed to sell or dispose of the vehicle.  If the abandoned vehicle was taken into custody by a
police authority or by a private entity hired by a police authority, the notice shall state that any
person claiming rightful possession of the vehicle or personal property who disputes the planned
disposition of the vehicle or property by the police authority or private entity or of the assessment
of fees and charges provided by this section may ask for an evidentiary hearing before the police
authority to contest those matters.  If the persons receiving notice do not ask for a hearing or
exercise their  right  to reclaim the vehicle or personal  property within the ten-day reclaiming
period, the owner, lienholders or claimants shall no longer have any right, title, claim, or interest
in or to the vehicle or the personal property.   A court in any case in law or equity shall  not
recognize  any right,  title,  claim,  or  interest  of  the  owner,  lienholders  or  claimants  after  the
expiration of the ten-day reclaiming period. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[3a])

80.04 NOTIFICATION IN NEWSPAPER.  If it is impossible to determine with reasonable
certainty the identity and addresses of the last registered owner and all lienholders, notice by one
publication in one newspaper of general circulation in the area where the vehicle was abandoned
shall be sufficient to meet all requirements of notice under Section 80.03.  The published notice
may contain multiple listings of abandoned vehicles and personal property but shall be published
within the same time requirements and contain the same information as prescribed for mailed
notice in Section 80.03. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[3b])

80.05 FEES FOR IMPOUNDMENT.   The owner,  lienholder,  or  claimant  shall  pay three
dollars ($3.00) if claimed within five (5) days of impounding, plus one dollar ($1.00) for each
additional day within the reclaiming period plus towing charges, if stored by the City, or towing
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and storage fees, if stored in a public garage, whereupon said vehicle shall  be released.  The
amount of towing charges, and the rate of storage charges by privately owned garages, shall be
established by such facility. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[3a])

80.06 DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED VEHICLES.  If  an abandoned vehicle has not  been
reclaimed as provided herein, the police authority or private entity shall make a determination as
to whether or not the motor vehicle should be sold for use upon the highways, and shall dispose
of the motor vehicle in accordance with State law. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[4])

80.07 DISPOSAL  OF TOTALLY  INOPERABLE  VEHICLES.  The  City  or  any  person
upon whose property or  in  whose possession is  found any abandoned motor  vehicle,  or  any
person being the owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost or destroyed, may
dispose of such motor vehicle to a demolisher for junk, without a title and without notification
procedures, if such motor vehicle lacks an engine or two or more wheels or other structural part
which renders  the  vehicle totally inoperable.   The police authority shall  give the applicant  a
certificate of authority.   The applicant shall then apply to the County Treasurer for a junking
certificate and shall surrender the certificate of authority in lieu of the certificate of title.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.90[2e])

80.08 PROCEEDS FROM SALES.  Proceeds from the sale of any abandoned vehicle shall be
applied to the expense of auction, cost of towing, preserving, storing, and notification required, in
accordance with State law.  Any balance shall be held for the owner of the motor vehicle or
entitled lienholder for ninety (90) days, and then shall be deposited in the State Road Use Tax
Fund.  Where the sale of any vehicle fails to realize the amount necessary to meet costs the police
authority shall apply for reimbursement from the Department of Transportation. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.89[4])

80.09 DUTIES OF DEMOLISHER.  Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires an
abandoned motor vehicle for junk shall junk, scrap, wreck, dismantle, or otherwise demolish such
motor vehicle.  A demolisher shall not junk, scrap, wreck, dismantle, or demolish a vehicle until
the demolisher has obtained the junking certificate issued for the vehicle.

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 321.90[3a])
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