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qr Than a IACKP;F hope.
- Mary Morqnm, 7_048
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¥ | o e
R on ": Wm’r&r has come and darkness Pr&sldcs Q :
owr 4 peribus land where enil vesides.
7 \/« The monsters we face are not who we thought; el
{ ; / | e ! Th&\f appeared to be strong, vt~ scandabusly bought.

« e ‘,’ Our world's been forsaken by the Great Orange Boast;”
“Four families are staning while the filthy vich feact.
o }__‘ch\fvc taken our childeen; theyve stlen our joy;

1

P‘»‘ Theyve lcked them all up and taken their toy.

e

,4
T!ne\{ +hou3h’r they could wold them and wake them belese Geas
et "Bad things ave god® and " pays to deceive” . -
But they dont vediize the power prssesced 3 SIS
By ohﬂdwn who imagine. the world at it best = VS S Y

J
Goumg& will lead us to force winter's end;
k new world wil emerge, New life will begin.

knd who better to lead us than the, unexpectedy bmw;sf?
_The smallest, the cleverest, the ohﬁmn wm siNe us.§e
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P U am Mary Morqan. i' &
K | sometimes have/ o force myself o
' breatire, to think, and 1o vemember
who | am. Doubt has become m
" qreatest enemy and | can't alford
o et i win, TThe world has changed
so wmuch n these past tucee years |
wder Herv Bigly Rump's veiqn ‘
that it's sometimes havd To
wemember the things that
. matter.
. Kinduess wmatters. ¢
Wovds watter.
Lives matter.
L am Mary Morqan.
¥ lm & Uistorvical investigator.
| work to wicover the e
~dbout owr past wherever'it
way be and vo watte-
what | have 1o do
o find it | wouldut “_—
M ave added thal |ast part 1O
Ly job descrigtion before Hearr TS
MY Rump took office, but the fvuth is Fo
S0 ¢lusive vow, so vare and preciovs, that it can o
f lovljﬂf g0 without saying. The trutlhh is a qlost: ethrerea
evidence that it ouce lived, but aiso that it has died.._
¥ | Lam Mary Morgan. Avd | am in exile. | vo longer
- Arequent the S'hfee?s of the city or explore the
Tunels beneatin. | vo longer venture ovt beyond tie
“Bovderlands on expeditions 1o recover| important data
B wmightt lead vs 1o a safer and wore sustamable
§ future. wistead, | lide from the avthorities and their
- evil wetal wousters and visit the RumpPumps that dot
the ovter bounds of sociely. t's here n these guiet,
davl corvers that | conspive with other vreneqades or -
vebels or vesisters or wliatever vame they choose o
call us o any given day. Reqardiess, we are the enemy

nd o is the i
E L A Mary Morqan o
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Tevtia is wost ¢usive uside
the gilded walls of Rumptogia
Lately, Herr Rump has hosted
viglttly vallies o wiiicla-le
wwites lUis friends Clain.

Nankervicl, Moolal Bin
awceeeed, and fungq - Wee o8
W, the dictators. SRS

hes forumed 4
secvet and:
suister
alliance.

oA
parsona|

' débts thal

E\V'espv‘\)of Nov ari yew —
lisstully iquovrant To Tiae +a
that he wust vaman in office
o have any hope of feeding
these shavls. :

Also present at the
Rump's_bragqadociovs
ceremonies are the
Rumytogians, The citizens

g who evdovrse tie weetclied

sautics of this areatuce

BRI ey cl their Master,

R s those too
== ut\eo(ica'fefi 1o care.

B s idicvled
W ity
= punisladble
B Ly deatir. Of

B course, wost in
& aHtendance are

SRR Ay Crime Thad
| W eader commits, but

B * Loy ace chearfully
complicit as._is.exemplified
by theéir jubilance. Eacla
vigltt, the festivities end
on the jolly votes of a
polka dedicated to Hery
Rump:

“Hevrv Bigly Rump is the qreatest alivel
He's handsome and strong, and hell help vs survivel
He's smart and he's clever, a leader of wmen!
All Lail Biqly Rump! The world's qveat again!®




-~ Desyite Horvr RumgsWtter latred of all things

= ccvtific, e and lis army OF endblers have waviaged 1o

- weapovize the qreatest thveat To manlkind's suvivat the

Motiher Macline. She 15 massive-and omvipstent avd an

absolvte tervor 1o anovie Upom whom sie sets her sightts: 5

Slie has been gven such wide vaviqing latitude fov her

calcvlations. of who. 5 a threat and who is complicit Thats

Sl _essentially Lizs: sole discretion over wiho [Ves or die

Had we vot been'So. completely overwirelmed by thre sh

- chaos of tlis adwminisTration, we way have bean wore ¢

~ attentive o tis hovvid eavesdropper, His siert but 5%

_deadly superspy, but a5 illustrated -y veporting, w

e madte wi;{iakes and STill we persisted. < ~—=Suier L m b
Postiumous Kl ovice told me That wirdindver e Used

his wechiavical eve To spy on the Mother Machine, he wiS. =

Awavs careful 1o listen Lo viuithic click—clicking before &3

- Talvg anf vea chavces. Wliis-ine o work as a private <
detective, he-had come across tormation Hat this vioise.

¢ feared

$&ou

- <2

ai Tt “Maa” was_spiing vacl - e
i B AT i, Aﬁﬁmqk he— =
== claimed 10 have neverAis
- leard the dreaded T
ticking, e fiened i
L o Hhe sowd of a4




| Tl wy friend and wertor Jugqler Vein said it far
: etter than | ever could: =N
{ “"’A =
The End of Life
A Si_:udy of Mankind’s ~/
ntinuing Self-Annihilation

by Juggler Vein,
Alchemist and Scholar

__The End of Life by Juggler Vein

" We live in
e : an age wh
- Ygovernmen i i
e e o Clozked in secrecy foL e
Data of an-a information has become ”swaddled
> verifi;g §ort 18 valuable, but that ;:Fr:ncy.
is gold. LW
NG " ove g Documents are highly soughtn
’

-witness account
: s B
take place in the shadows betzic:nCIdents e

haves and have-nots. St 3
A

We are a world of immigrants, but nowhere is it
more apparent than in the Borderlands where species
number in the thousands. How odd is it then that these
newcomers from other parts of our world as well as
from other planets and even separate dimensions are
the ones to stand tallest against oppression? Is it
their experience at loss that makes them better war=
riors? Or is it because they’ve lost their own worlds
and do not wish to lose another? Or perhaps it’s our
own standards that have fallen by the wayside. Being
alive has become an act of valor, and surviving anoth-
er day, a victory. I suspect the reasons are as many
as are the immigrants.
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Wik veiain o( my Team ave w\os+; s 2.

: Cm me collection of voque warviors %@rm lnj/g\j‘lf‘ibmj:itjﬁran
co vla}vuﬁwledm +o;ﬂ Jrge;r::)[/rtfvgmt,r lo\ffd"Fitoew are steadfast n thei
lies i thei diversity. = N s\'ive :




Yostiwmovs Kl sHll carvies,
tie small valice where he ~E
safequards nformation ire

believes would destvoy is = >
estvavged brotier, Parsimoviovs |
Creed. Desyite the sepavation, a &
powerfu| devotion vemains ' e
Iy Caterypildr - a £
wisunderstood former deviant

~ holds anger_n a Vice=liLe qvip.
His Temper 1= only subdued by
purposell action. | we were to
leave lim out of the fiqhtt, e wouls
Lill or be Lilled veqardiess. plaa
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Fortuifous Max spovts a tattoo on the undersident
xﬁis left fovrearm. Wt consists of the celestial coordinatestis™ o5
= howme planet was last kvown to occupy before it was blown 1o
_, swithereens duwring tie Last areat Wav, S : .

- C5 -

= l;::kw Love. The-wost Fender—hearted antha®t vs has vet 4 y
= be hardened - or_crushed ~ by the brutalities we face. Tihis, o

course, only makes. him wmore precious 1o vs, fov he vemivds vs B
. Of our lumainity. : -




7 Now huddled in Jugqler Vem's apothecary

~ dong with the spy Newton Gasbowmb, my friends

and | considered the vote wed just been gqiven by

d the children wio'd vot yet been stolen by Herv
Bigly Rump and his wmivionis. Atthouglh Then
maginations wade them Z\;rLe magical, we wev-e
certamn that ouly a few avoided cagture,
maling it very likely ther combined powers had

4 been dimivisired exponevtially. Even <o, \judqimi by

Y their wessage, the childven were obviously stil
o confident thew abilities could save the world. |
{ wavtted 1o believe it as well and gqreatiy
L letter Ud veceived from the giv] wio call

rerself Ever Hopeful would bolster wy faitin..
: T e $

o
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Dear matvy, o -

kS ; v :
| S me again, Ever Hopeful. | hore thiS letter FindS you
} well and proSperousS, | JuSt wavt ‘o let you know my Family

wonderfull Rumptopia. 1S +ruly a beoutiful place where even
the Yoilets avre made of gold| ‘_‘.'.;'.'.".
my father iS5 vecovering wicelyl +thanks +o Dr. Gightless
Surprise, one of Herr RumpS fineSt phySicians. He prescribed
a vnew medicine for my fother +hat'S actualy devived from
“jelyfish of al,+hings) He +old me Herr Rump hired Sciewtists
who grow these Strange, Spineless creatureS £rom recovered
DA and that S Such an exciting medical breakthrough -
+that they must keep the havborside faciity under Close. = .
o guard] ('m Send'mg\“\'(‘ou the label from one of his wedicine -
bottleS So youll kaow what +o get ¥ one of your friends -
| or Famiy members 15 o bt under +he weather oS was my

Bt igiis T ke Heuly iS a Stable genius|

“I= Fother Says we Shoud all be
a - " very proud and happy +he
ot % world IS greta again|

e o N ") much love and gratitude

. . - -

For the betterment of our citizens, )P-S- Djd you know thact

our kind and ca/dng Magistrate Herr | { Scievirists ave currevtly

= = /‘Blg umphas.. = | +vying to bring back other

—<onimissioned the ereation of this | o vimol Species with only

O ecover ronhe trauma of .| 17" DVA? we may actioly
imprisonment for your crimes. ?,»-;_-Sﬁe\e__ \-eo,|=\?n-ds Som? ,d\of

Please take as directed anddond =~ e :> 4

lapse.* Missing a dose is grounds [T P.P.S. My vnew teacher m
for hard labor at the Rumptopia < | morSe +old me +hat +he ovly

5 Utilities Compound. ~ | specieS that Survived +he

(*Dosage is carefully monitored and - r wor W greatt number iS

recorded by government approge 17 inSects. He Said inSectS can
surveillance eqUipmqnt. Any misuSe-of this- Survive o.n)r‘rh’mj\ They'\-e
miracle medicine will-be k known . ,,l; = 2N »-.es o
-~ immediately by the Magist?alel&‘"’ e SNOENT ga % ST ” 4
*~Gouncilon Complicity, Conspiracies, and. ¢ Thik? And ivteligent, (Il betl
Collusion. You are hereby advised .ttQ%Eey.)— \
~ -~ "' -‘ —

— . ot

and | have finaly made i fato the City where everything is =

father. (m So +thavnkful Herr Rump iS back from hiS vacastion, |

from your friend, .t
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This was the fowthh letter Ud veceved from Ever Hopell
avnd by this Time, | was certan | knew her well evough o S
widerstand her sarcasm. Slhe obviously expected the 6OP's G
qoovs 1o vead her letter and had Talen the vnecessary
precavtion of sounding pacticlarly pleased 1o be Iing n
comfort iside Rumptopia e

Newton Gashomb grunted, “Hmpld No wevtion of an exit plan,
| see. I she did qo there on pwpose and with vo plan To .
veturn, then it's an even worse idea than | Hhougid!” 2
8 | vecaled the spy had wentioned a ceremony was 1o Tale W
8 9vlace the following vight. “Becavse of the ceremony? s that 77 B
Newton. Gashomb viodded wiiile vummaging i his_pocket. “The
o coremony is su;o&ooseol 1o be celebrating the opeving of the first
fl RICE Academy, but theres move 1o it than 'ﬁmf Mucl mov-¢l”
Avd with. that, he produced two photogqraphs hed talen of a
N boy e called “1~'lh/m2uw\~;_o1 Test Subject vumber fow”
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stumps!

$0. -t seams the Rumptopians are oo bravwasiied To eag e
' vow what's happenivg,” e explained, St e seen Tt with =,
my own eves..and wy camera, of cowrse TThe Rump plans S8R
N 1o brand The [He beasties with coded wnformation and
B 1 acking. Theyll become lhis property and vo ove will ever see §
L their children aganl” 3
“What!” | stared at the plotos, wondering ovce wore how
wed qotten o this poirt i ow evolution N dont widerstand
why he's dong this! | thought it had To do withh wmmortality—"
“Owr quess is That the Rump plavs To...employ the children” g8
| looked vp at him. “Ewmploy” Pomg what?" &
“We suspect he's qoing To lire them ot as ldbovers o &
- whoever can pay bighest for their services. As you wust Know,
e imaginations wmale Them guite magical. Those of vs who &
8 Lvow About this scheme qave ‘Z\)ﬁw code name “Tragic! That's,
B8 slort for tvalficking wagic™ '

i
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overtook us wiile we all Tries
process what Newtow éashomb had just said
"ol ficking... children”” Max. asked. He shook bis head
.,rsmpu} A Hvvel-inhare-did vou get Hhs
W R o > g
; W‘wm zummow the spy said “People 1al, | isten &
S wmy job.” : A S
Pos#mmovs Krill qave lim a shv-ewd Jook. “Aud
how exactly are vou allowed there 1o beqn
With? Youvire an Aien wmigrant. Weve seen the 35
 new laws. Wy aven't vou being deported ==
" ke the vest?” = =
~ Newton @asbowb held out lis press
~ badge Ym an ORY pn Official Rump
 Brisone! He Kegps wme arowd cause lm
 photographer and e needs someone o
~ document this mess he's malling. lm vot
_ the only one ether”
My wind was already chmnhnj over &
this view batch of wformation (d had vog  Newton Gagpyg

idea Newton éashbomb was a prisoner, The: P hgtggraphe,

same a5 Hose Ued heped in the prctic #47

Mines. Who €se?” | asled Who are the
other ORPE?"
He blew out a long breatin and then appeared 1o be
ling farly hard on the watter. “Wel, Clvoviclers wosty.
weeds them 1o bend the facts to it lis -Pamcw.” 3
- “Clwroviclers?" | eclhoed, although | was already scheming
ut-how 1o use this 1o o advantage. For the tme beéine
#,pen g, i nessesaer bus A it
am T0 e S e " e

Biah-Blah ChuckaNut Flimsy Noodle Innane Seribbled %
: | erimonfous Slug
Petty Spewer ot Bttt et O
Rabid Pollster Bitter Pills
foiikely Kahn Leaky Panda
' Seandalous Duplicity Squishy Tnnards

",

Knobby Plume
Gangly Mobb

Poor Precious
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