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“WHEN YOU BUILD A 1

NEW HOUSE, YOU SHALL
MAKE A GUARD RAIL FOR
YOUR ROOF, SO THAT YOU
SHALL NOT CAUSE BLOOD
[TO BE SPILLED] IN YOUR
HOUSE, THAT THE ONE
WHO FALLS SHOULD FALL
FROM IT [THE ROOF].”

DEVARIM 22:8

THE REASON FOR
CONSTRUCTING A FENCE
ON THE ROOF OF A
BUILDING IS SEEMINGLY
TO PREVENT DANGER.

THE RAMBAM RULES THAT
A BLESSING IS NOT
RECITED OVER A MITZVAH
WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO
PREVENT DANGER.

HOWEVER, THE RAMBAM
REQUIRES A BLESSING TO
BE RECITED FOR THE
MITZVAH OF
CONSTRUCTING A FENCE.

Z CONSTRUCTING A

FENCE AND
PREVENTING DANGER
ARE REALLY TWO
SEPARATE MITZVOS.

PREVENTING DANGER
IS NOT THE REASON
FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF

THE FENCE.

THE PROOF IS THAT
THE RAMBAM HOLDS
THAT THE REASONS
FOR THE MITZVOS
ARE NOT COUNTED AS
ONE OF THE 613
MITZVOS AND
NEVERTHELESS THE
RAMBAM COUNTS
BUILDING A FENCE AS
A POSITIVE MITZVAH
AND PREVENTING
LOSS OF LIFEAS A
SEPARATE, NEGATIVE
MITZVAH.

K, THE MITZVAH OF
CONSTRUCTING A FENCE
HAS A SPIRITUAL
APPLICATION IN THE LIFE
OF A PERSON.

WHEN A JEW BEGINS A
NEW ENDEAVOR IN LIFE,
IT'S NOT ENOUGH TO RELY
ON FORMER DEFENSES
WHICH PROTECTED THEM
FROM PREVIOUS TESTS AND
CHALLENGES.

SINCE THEY ARE
BEGINNING A NEW
ENDEAVOR, NEW
CHALLENGES WILL REQUIRE
NEW GUARD RAILS AND
DEFENSE MECHANISMS.

A JEWS DAY BEGINS WITH
PRAYER, THEN LEARNING
TORAH, THEN
INVOLVEMENT IN THE
WORLD.

ONE MUST BUILD A FENCE
TO ENSURE THAT THE
WORLDLY INVOLVEMENT
SHOULD BE PROPER AND
NOT LEAD TO SPIRITUAL OR
PHYSICAL DANGER.



