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Co-Directors Letters: 

Dear Delegates, 

Hello, and welcome to FIMUN 35! My name is Jake Williams, I will be serving as co-

director for the specialized committee Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization.

I study History and have been on the FIU Model UN team since my freshman year. Just

last year, I also had the pleasure of serving my team as a Head Delegate. I have

participated in FIMUN as both a delegate and staffer, which has allowed me to have

cultivated my passion for the conference throughout the years. 

During this committee, delegates will be participating as under-represented peoples and 

gathering to discuss issues affecting the respective communities due to the lack of

proper 

political presence within their designated countries as well as internationally. Various

questions will come about as to the best course of action for the body and the

communities present, and it will be imperative to answer these swiftly and effectively. I

am incredibly excited to be directing this committee, and I look forward to the

meaningful debate that will take place. This committee brings forward several

possibilities for marginalized communities, and I look forward to seeing how you all

empower them. I’m always open to help you, so please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Good luck! 

Jake Williams 

Jwill411@fiu.edu 



Dear Delegates, 

Hi everyone, I’m Andrew Vazquez and I will be one of your co-directors for the 

specialized committee Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization. I am a history

major at FIU and have only recently joined the Model UN team. I have participated in

FIMUN in the past as a staffer and am excited for my new role this year. I am looking to

pursuit a doctorate after graduating FIU in History, focusing on early modern Europe. A

fun fact is that I love soccer and my favorite team is FC Barcelona due to my dad being

from the team’s namesake. 

In this committee I am personally looking forward to the creative solutions delegates will 

put forward in regards to increasing political representation. Delegates have many

possibilities, but it will fall on the committee to work together to find solutions for the

body as a whole. It is imperative to come forward with a concrete plan since many lives

and the future of their representation is at stake. How will this committee cement the

rights of their posterity? And to what extent should the body move forward? It is a

pleasure to be your co-director and am open to you all if you should have any questions

on the committee. 

Best, 

Andrew Vazquez 



Committee Expectations:

This committee will run mostly as a typical General Assembly; therefore yo 

expect to follow regular GA procedure in terms of motions and other aspects of

parliamentary procedure as well as the lack of crisis notes. This also applies, for the

most part, to the flow of committee and the general timeline for the weekend.

However, please keep in mind that as this is a “Specialized Committee” dealing with

dynamic positions, delegates are expected to be flexible and ready for any changes

that best fit this committee. 

As delegates will be representing nations and other identity groups, you will be 

expected to act in accordance to how you would represent any other nation in a usual

international body. Be sure to mind how you refer to your position, as they are not all

of the same standing. Use appropriate denominations, names, and titles for your

position and be sure to embody those throughout the weekend. In order to be prepared

for committee, be sure to have a personal device (excluding phones) with which you

will be collaborating with other delegates as well as a notepad and pen to tackle all

possibilities in this committee. 



History of Unrepresented Nations and

Peoples Organization 

 

The UNPO, founded on February 11, 

1991, is an international organization that

seeks to provide a stage for those

communities that are unrepresented and

marginalized, often as a direct effort of their

own countries, and promotes their rights to 

self-determination. (UNPO). Because it is nations that stand between them and the

representation these groups desire, the opportunities to have a say in national and

international bodies are extremely limited. ^ For this reason, the UNPO has become a

safe place for its members to bring up issues that arise with their exclusion of decision-

making bodies. 

Beginning in the Peace Palace, The Hague, the UNPO brought together 

representatives from the Australian Aboriginals, Armenia, Crimean Tatars, Cordillera,

East Turkestan, Estonia, Georgia, the Greek Minority in Albania, Kurdistan, Latvia,

Palau, Tibet, Taiwan, Tatarstan and West Papua.(UNpo) Some months later the

Abkhazia, Aceh, Assyria, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, South Moluccas, Bougainville,

Chechnya, Kosova, Zanzibar, and the Mairi and Iraqi Turkmen people joined them.

(unpo) Just 3 years after its official founding, it had 43 members, 17 peoples applying,

and–most impressively–4 former members that joined the United Nations: Armenia,

Estonia, Latvia, and Georgia (NYT). 



Currently, the UNPO continues to focus on preserving the rights of minority 

groups and promoting the rights to autonomy and self-determination. The UNPO is

presently composed of 44 members, with its most recent including Catalonia, Guam,

Yoruba World Congress, Biafra, and Zambesia, who were welcomed to the XV General

Assembly in 2020. This brings the UNPO to a total of 300 million people who have

gained representation on the international stage (22010). 

Topic: Protecting the Political Rights of Ethnic Minority Groups 

The beginnings of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization have the 

acceptance of minority groups within its roots. Founded by members of various 

oppressed communities such as Estonians, Uighurs, and Tibetans, the UNPO was

established with minorities in mind (UNPO). The newly founded UNPO was a

groundbreaking, new platform for minority groups to come together and declare their “Will

to be identified as a nation or people” as they bring light to issues affecting their

communities (section). Within Article 5 of the UNPO’s covenant, ethnic, religious, and

linguistic groups stand recognized and are invited to participate if they are not being

“Adequately represented and the United Nations”(^). Among the criteria needed to join the

UNPO, the covenant protects all other minority groups by setting requirements like

accepting and “[Believing] in the equality of all Nations and Peoples and in their inalienable

right to self-determination.” 



The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization’s General Assembly 

provides a stage for those without a voice to put forward the standards for the rights of

unrepresented peoples (UNPO). Recently in 2019, the UNPO helped with the organizing of

the European Forum on Minority Issues (21495). This forum provided insight into issues

affecting minority communities, which would be further discussed in Geneva at the 12th UN

Minority Forum(^). The 12th UN Minority Forum would go on to have the theme

“Education, Language and the Human Rights of Minorities” and look at the rights of

minorities to express themselves through their own languages as well as the 

education on their cultures (un 12). 

 Case Study: Savoy 

Savoy is a region in the Western

Alps between the cultural borders

of Occitania and Piedmont. Circa

the year 900, with Umberto I as

the first Count of the House 

Savoy, the County of Savoy

began to grow with new

territories (savoy). This region

rose as the County of Savoy, ruled by the House Savoy from the 11th to 14th century (brit). Then, in

1416, the Holy Roman Emperor declared Savoy a Duchy, which lasted until 1714 when

Savoy was awarded pisces of land from North-East Italy after the Spanish War of

Succession (sav). France would go on to make attempts to annex Savoy from 1792 to 1815,

and again 



in 1848, both of which failed. It was in 1858 that the Kingdom of Sardinia would agree to

exchange Savoy and Nice for French military support in a war against Austria as Italy

began to unify. Officially, this area was later given to France through the Plombieres

Agreement of 1858, which kept the Piedmont and Liguria territories under the House of

Savoy, which was to become the ruling family of Italy (Britannica). Since then, they have

lost their independence, and so they have become a minority despite remaining in their

own home. 

From 1992 until 2012, an organization called the Savosian League would take on the lead as

the representatives of Savoy’s interests. However, not all agreed with the decisions of those

in charge of the League and many smaller organizations formed, all claiming to represent

the Savosian people. Finally, in May of 2012, the provisional Government of Savoy would

invite four representatives of every group to meet in Switzerland, with hopes to unite these

organizations. Currently, the Provisional Government is comprised of eight organizations.

As a UNPO Member, the Provisional Government of the State of Savoy wishes to have the

voices of the people of Savoy heard by the French government and other European leaders.

The State of Savoy has made it its main goal to raise international awareness of the cause of

the Savonian people, with growing favor towards a separate Savoy region (17344). 

Case Study: Batwa People 

The Batwa people, also 

known as the TWA or 

Pygmies of Central Africa, 

are the oldest known 

inhabitants of the Great 

Lakes area in Central Africa 



(Batwa). Initially, the Batwa inhabited the area surrounding Lakes Kivu and Edward, but

due to increasing development in the areas beginning in the 1970s, they have experienced

displacement forcing their community to be separated in unstable living conditions (Batwa).

This included settling farmer communities, logging companies, and the relocation of the

Batwa from newly protected national parks. Out of the three ethnic groups of Rwanda, they

are the smallest one comprising about 0.4% of the population, while Hutu and Tutsi make

up 85% and 14% of the population. 

Currently, the low Batwan population is due to the drastic changes in their lifestyles. This

together with no protection or help has led to the near eradication of the Ugandan Batwa,

with only a few thousand left and facing extinction (Minority). The Ugandan Batwa were

being affected by starvation, losing their homes to the Bwindi impenetrable game Park as a

World Heritage Site in 1992 (min). This meant that their community would have no access

to their traditional herbal remedies and poor quality of modern health services, leaving them

with decreased access to healthcare (min). They also have little access to proper education

and social services (min). 

The Batwa people are also lacking proper political representation, which has led to multiple

organizations rising for the inclusion of the Batwa community through advocacy (min). The

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights have also recognized that there

havebeen injustices committed against the Batwa and have asked Rwanda to provide the

Batwa their proper rights and access to their ancestral land. However, as recently as 2011,

the Rwanda 



government has reaffirmed that it will not be recognizing the Batwa and threatened to take

away their NGO aid if they did not stop campaigns for recognition (Batwa). The

Unrepresented Nations and People’s Organization has been a strong ally to the Batwa

people, routinely reporting on the reality of this minority community. The UNPO has put

efforts into bringing attention to all parts of the Batwa community, such as the distinctive

discrimination faced by Batwa women (Batwa). 

 

Case Study: Catalunya 

Catalunya is a region in north-eastern 

Spain with the Mediterranean to its 

east and France to its north. The 

Catalan identity and the basis for any 

modern-day independent movement comes from the first and arguably last time Catalunya

was independent, which was in the Middle Ages. It was also around this time that the

Catalan language began to form and make itself distinct from neighboring languages such as

Occitan. During the Middle Ages Catalunya joined in the Kingdom of Aragon and later in

the early modern period, Aragon was united with Castile forming Spain. Due to distinct

cultural elements such as their own language Catalunya has always had independence

movements within the region, however, in modern-day these calls for independence seem to

be growing louder.  In modern times the Catalan independence movement has worked

towards tangible results in 2017 a referendum on independence was held by the regional

Catalan government. This referendum was not approved by the Spanish government which

sent police from Madrid to prevent voting, due to this many people living in Catalunya

decided not to vote. This



primarily affected those who would have supported remaining with Spain, while many pro-

independence citizens were emboldened by this stance. Over 800 people were injured by

police in their attempt to stop the referendum but despite this, over 2 million Catalans voted

overwhelmingly for independence. Of the 2.2 million ballots cast, over 90% supported

Catalan independence. 

However, there is no independent Catalunya today. After the referendum concluded the

Spanish government implemented article 155 of the Spanish Constitution temporarily taking

autonomy away from Catalunya and dissolving the Catalan regional government. Spain

would go on to arrest many of the Catalan independence leaders. Former President of the

Government of Catalonia, Carles Puigdemont fled to Belgium to avoid arrest. Carles 

 Puigdemont has been granted international immunity and was even elected to European

Parliament, representing Spain in 2019.

Case Study: Scotland 

Scotland is one of the four 

countries that make up the United 

Kingdom alongside England, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland. With 

a population of roughly 5 million it 

is the second largest country within 

the United Kingdom only behind England. Scotland and England were historic enemies

before first uniting in 1603 under the Scottish king James VI or James I. It was not until

1707 when the two countries officially merged. It was not until the decline and

decolonization of the British Empire that Scottish independence began to gain popularity. 



The first major action towards self-determination for Scotland happened in 1979 with the

first devolution referendum. This was an attempt to regionalize the Scottish government, and

while a majority of voters voted in favor of devolution the vote failed due to a technicality.

In 1997 a second devolution referendum took place and was passed. In the mid-2000 pro-

independence parties in Scotland became the dominate faction and an independence

referendum was scheduled. In 2014 the Scottish independence referendum was held and

45% of the votes cast were for independence. Independence sentiment has only continued to

rise as the British voted to leave the EU, currently, Scotland is attempting to schedule

another referendum for 2023.  



Current Conflict 

Throughout the world, minorities continue to face serious threats, discrimination, and

racism and are often excluded from full participation in the economic, political, and social

life of their countries. Minority communities continue to face challenges, such as

legislation, policies, and practices that leave them vulnerable to human rights violations. In

the outcome document of the 2005 World Summit of Heads of State and Government, it is

stated that “the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national or

ethnic, religious, and linguistic minorities contribute to political and social stability and

peace and enriches the cultural diversity and heritage of society”

(https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-minority-issues). 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-minority-issues


Out of the numerous stateless populations across the globe, over 75% of them are 

made up of minority groups. Countries consistently refuse to recognize the needs of

these minority groups, often leading to increased discrimination. Minority groups are

frequently excluded from many parts, if not all, of the political process, due to this it is

estimated that up to 1.2 billion people are in need special protection of their rights. 

States and society as a whole face challenges and opportunities as a result of minority issues

arising out of majority/minority relationships. All aspects of life are affected by and need to

confront such issues, whether they are identified by minorities or articulated by the state in

an effort to manage diverse populations. To ensure the betterment of minority rights, the

frameworks established should be understood as a necessary element to ensure the ability to

integrate societies and the promotion of social inclusion and cohesion. This would facilitate

the ability to live confidently together and provide equal freedom to practice religions, speak

multiple languages and communicate effectively by recognizing the value of a society’s

cultural diversity. 



Should there be a guaranteed naturalization or confirmation of nationality for

stateless minority groups resident on a recognized territory?

How should these unrepresented nations be classified for nationality?

Do the situation of women, children, and religious minorities belonging to

minorities require particular attention? 

How can the UNPO promote and protect the rights of minorities to help prevent

or resolve conflict? 

How can the UNPO ensure the effective participation of minorities in the work of

the United Nations? 

Is self-determination a universal right? 

How can prospective countries legally achieve independence? 

What can be done to ensure peaceful referendums? 

How can stateless people be better represented? 

What is the role of international law in self-determination? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Questions to Consider 
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