
Character List 

M.K Gandhi  

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, also known as Mahatma Gandhi belonged to an upper-

middle-class family in Gujarat, India who went on to become of the most influential 

figures in the Indian Independence movement. He had studied Law in London and 

briefly worked as an attorney in South Africa where he had fought for the rights of 

Indians living there, he returned to India in 1915 and started advocating for Indian 

Independence. He was the one who organized several acts of Civil Disobedience acts 

throughout the country such as the Non-Cooperation Movement, Salt March, and 

“Satyagraha”. He was staunchly opposed to Caste-based discrimination and any 

religious discrimination and was opposed to the idea of Partition of the Indian 

subcontinent. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru  

Jawaharlal Nehru was born in Allahabad, India in the year 1889 to an aristocratic family 

of practicing barristers. He was educated at the Harrow School and then Trinity College 

in the UK. It was during his time at Trinity College that he developed a vision of Indian 

nationalism and the idea of India being independent of British Rule. He briefly practiced 

law in London and then returned to India to practice law at the Allahabad High Court. It 

was during his time in India he realized that law is not something he is truly passionate 

about and believed that it would not help him pursue his goal of Indian nationalism. He 

started attending several meetings of the Indian National Congress (INC) and went on 

to serve in it as an influential member and later on as the President of the Indian 

National Congress. When India became Independent, he went on to serve as the nation’s 



first Prime Minister. He continuously advocated for religious harmony and secularism 

and was opposed to the partition. 

Bhagat Singh 

Bhagat Singh was born in the year 1907 in then the Punjab province of British India to a 

family who was active participants in the Indian subcontinent’s independence 

movement. From a young age, he began to get involved in several acts of disobedience 

that were organized throughout the subcontinent and had developed a great zeal for the 

independence movement. He went on to establish the Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Association (HSRA) along with Sukhdev, Rajguru, Chandra Shekhar Azad, along with 

others. He advocated for religious unity in the region, strongly opposed any plans of 

partition, and the creation of a secular socialist republic. Unlike Gandhi and other 

members of Indian National Congress, Bhagat Singh disagreed with the approach of 

non-violence to achieve independence. 

Sukhdev  

Sukhdev Thapar was born in the year 1907 in Ludhiana, Punjab. Witnessing the brutal 

atrocities committed by the British officials towards Indians led him to commit to the 

Indian subcontinent independence movement. Throughout his time at College at the 

National College in Lahore, he founded a student group that Indian history which was 

attempted to be eliminated by the British Government. He was one of the founding 

members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association along with Bhagat Singh, 

Rajguru, Chandra Shekhar Azad, along with many others. He had also established the 

“Naujawan Bharat Sabha”, an organization that encouraged the youth to commit to the 



Independence movement and to put an end to communalism. He too was strongly 

opposed towards any plans for partition.  

Rajguru 

Shivram Hari Rajguru was born in Pune on August 24, 1908. He was born into a 

Marathi Brahman family and was deeply fascinated by prominent Marathi freedom 

fighters. He was greatly inspired by the freedom fighter named N.S Hardinkar and had 

joined his training camp called the “Seva Dal” (Rough Translation, “Group of 

Servicemen”). He was one of the founding members of the Hindustan Socialist 

Republican Association along with Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, along with 

many others. He strongly aligned himself with the views of the Hindustan Socialist 

Republican Association for a creation of a secular socialist republic. He was strongly 

opposed to any form of partition.  

Subhas Chandra Bose 

Subhas Chandra Bose was born to a wealthy Bengali family. He went on to become an 

Indian Civil Service Officer in his youth but went on to resign as he believed that this job 

inhibited his overall goal of achieving Independence from the British, therefore he 

ended up joining the Indian National Congress where he went on to serve as their 

president from 1938 to 1939. However, he ended up parting ways with the Indian 

National Congress as he believed that the Non-violent approach taken by the INC is not 

the right approach to achieve independence. He went on to form the Indian National 

Army or “Azad Hind Fauj” comprising of volunteers from India and Indian POWs of 

World War 2. He was strongly opposed to any form of partition. 



Chandra Shekhar Azad 

Chandra Shekhar Azad was born in the year 1906 in the then United Provinces (now 

Uttar Pradesh) in British India. Witnessing the atrocities committed by the British 

Government toward the Indian population, inspiring to forever commit to the Indian 

subcontinent Independence movement. He had involved himself in the Non-

Cooperation Movement and was an ardent supporter of Gandhi initially, however, he 

began to move away from Gandhi as he believed that his approach of non-violence was 

not the ideal approach for achieving independence. He was one of the founding 

members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association along with Bhagat Singh, 

Rajguru, Sukhdev, and many others.  

 Sardar Vallabhai Patel 

Sardar Vallabhai Patel also known as the “Iron Man of India” was an influential 

statesman and a political leader. He was an ardent supporter of Gandhi and his non-

violent approach in order to gain independence from British Rule. He had participated 

in several acts of civil disobedience including “Satyagraha” and the Non-cooperation 

movement. He had an immense contribution in the Indian Subcontinent Independence 

movement by recruiting people and raising funds for the cause, he was also extremely 

influential in shaping the nation with uniting all the regions of India to turning it into a 

Republic from a Dominion by serving as the Deputy Prime Minister of India.  

 

 

 



Maulana Azad 

Maulana Azad was a statesman, theologian, and activist leader for the Indian 

Subcontinent Independence. He was born in Mecca as his family had immigrated there 

in 1858 following the Revolt of 1857. Throughout his time in the Middle East, he was 

inspired by the Arabs fighting for their Independence against the Ottomans and Mustafa 

Kemal Attaturk establishing a secular republican government in Turkey, he was 

motivated to do the same in his home country of India. He was an ardent supporter of 

Gandhi and his non-violent approach to gaining Independence from the British. He was 

strongly opposed to any form of Partition and constantly advocated for secularism and 

Hindu-Muslim unity.  

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar also known as Veer Savarkar was a politician, activist, and 

writer born in the year 1883 in the Bombay Presidency. He had completed his education 

at the Fergusson College in Pune where he had joined a secret society that called for the 

creation of a “Hindu Rashtra” or a Hindu Nation and was also opposed to any form of 

partition as he also advocated for the movement of “Aakhand Hindustan” meaning an 

Unidivided India, however, he had to give in as he called for a Hindu Nation. He often 

came at odds with other activists for his opposition to the creation of a secular nation. 

 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, also known as “Quaid-e-Azam” (Great Leader) was a barrister, 

politician, and the founder of Pakistan and served as the leader of the All India Muslim 



League from 1913 until the independence of Pakistan from British India in 1947. He 

then went on to serve the country as its first governor-general until his untimely demise 

in 1948. In his early days as a politician, Jinnah worked closely with the All India 

Muslim League and the Indian National Congress to formulate the Lucknow Pact of 

1916 which advocated for Hindu-Muslim unity. In response to the Nehru Report, he 

proposed his “Fourteen Points” which aimed to reform the constitution by giving  

Muslims political rights in the Indian Subcontinent. However, in 1920, when the 

Congress decided to follow a campaign of “satyagraha”, he resigned since he strongly 

believed that it is political anarchy and the movement seeks to nullify institutions like 

the All India Muslim League and others advocating for minority rights. 

By 1940, Jinnah gained immense popularity amongst Indian Muslims. As the leader of 

the All India Muslim League, he passed the Lahore Resolution which demanded for a 

separate nation for Muslims in the Indian Subcontinent in that year and in 1947, 

successfully lead all parties to agree for a Muslim-majority state of Pakistan 

 

 

Liaquat Ali Khan 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan was born in 1895 in East Punjab. He was one of the 

leading members of the Pakistan movement and a political theorist, who later became 

the first prime minister of Pakistan. He was also the first person to hold the portfolio of 

the first defense minister of the country. In 1923, he joined the Pakistan Muslim League 

after returning to Pakistan from England where he studied at Oxford University. He rose 

to prominence under the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah advocating for the rights 

of Indian Muslims. Liaquat Ali Khan assisted Muhammad Ali Jinnah in negotiations 



with the Cabinet Mission and Congress members in the late 1940s. After independence, 

he was appointed as Prime Minister of Pakistan and played a vital role in solving the 

after-partition riots and refugee problems. However, on 16 October 1951, he was 

assassinated at Municipal Park, Rawalpindi, in a public meeting.  

 

Choudhry Rahmat Ali 

Choudhry Rahmat Ali was the earliest advocate of the creation of Pakistan and coined 

the name “Pakistan”, as a separate homeland for Muslims of the Indian subcontinent. 

Ali was born in 1895 in Indian Punjab. After his graduation from Islamia College of 

Lahore, he started teaching at the Aitchison College in Lahore. In 1930 he went to 

England to pursue Law at Emmanuel College, Cambridge.  

In 1930 he established the Pakistan National Movement in the UK. He issued his first 

memorable pamphlet “Now or never, are we to live or perish forever?” in 1933. The 

pamphlet gave reasons for the establishment of a separate homeland for the Muslims of 

the subcontinent. He spread the idea of Pakistan with zeal and zest and published 

various booklets about his vision for south Asia. After the inception of Pakistan, he 

returned in 1948. He died on 19 February 1951 in England.  

 

Khawaja Nizamuddin 

Khawaja Nazimuddin was the son of a rich landlord, and he was a member of the Nawab 

family of Dhaka. He was born in Dhaka in 1894. Khawaja Nazimuddin was known for 

his consistency and loyalty in politics. He had unwavering loyalty toward Muhammad 

Ali Jinnah and Pakistan. In 1937, he was the man who reorganized the Muslim League 



in Bengal by virtue of the inspiration given by Muhammad Ali Jinnah. After the creation 

of Pakistan, he was appointed as the Chief Minister of East Bengal. Later, after the 

demise of Jinnah, he was elected as the next Governor General of Pakistan becoming the 

second Governor General of the country.  

 

Chaudhry Khaliq-uz-Zaman 

Khaliq-uz-zaman was born in Bengal in 1889. He received his education from 

Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College Aligarh and in 1917 he got his higher education 

degree from Aligarh University. In 1916, he joined Home Rule League which was 

founded by Mrs. Annie Besant and Gokhale. The purpose of the Home Rule League was 

to self-rule for the people of the Indian Subcontinent. Adding on, Khaliq-uz-zaman 

played a vital role in hammering the Lucknow Pact between the Muslim League and 

Congress, which was the first step toward Hindu-Muslim unity. In 1919, he joined the 

Khilafat Movement and became an active member of the Lucknow Khilafat Committee. 

Later, he became a close ally of Muhammad Ali Jinnah and in 1940 supported the 

Lahore Resolution After independence, he became the ambassador of Pakistan to 

Indonesia. He died in 1973.  

 

I. I. Chundrigar 

Ibrahim Ismail Chundrigar known as II Chundrigar was born in Ahmadabad, on 15 

April 1898. Chundrigar graduated from Bombay University and later studied law there. 

The political career of Chundrigar started on the platform of the Muslim League, and in 

1940 he was nominated as the President of the Provincial Muslim League Bombay. In 



the 1946 interim government, he was appointed by Quid-e-Azam as the commerce 

minister. After the creation of Pakistan, he served as the ambassador to Afghanistan and 

later he was appointed as the Governor of the NWFP, and Governor of West Punjab 

from 1951 to 1953. From 1955 to 1957 he served as the law minister of the country. 

However, in 1957 Governor General President Iskandar Mirza appointed him as the 5th 

Prime minister after removing Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy from that post. He died in 

Lahore at the age of 63, on 26th September 1960. 

 

Fatima Jinnah 

Fatima Jinnah was born in July 1893 in Karachi. She was the sister of Quid-e-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah. After the demise of her father in the year 1901, Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah became her guardian.  

She was a close companion of Quid-e-Azam and always remained by his side. Fatima 

Jinnah was involved in politics alongside her brother, and Jinnah would discuss various 

problems with her sister. During the organizational phase of the All-India Muslim 

League, Fatima Jinnah was part of the working committee of the Bombay Provincial 

Muslim League and remained a part of the organization till the creation of Pakistan.   

She attended the 1940 historic Pakistan Resolution in Lahore. She worked very hard for 

the settlement of refugees after the independence and returned to politics when she ran 

for the Presidency of Pakistan in the 1965 election. However, she lost the elections due 

to the unfair rigging and corrupt practices adopted by the military dictation of Ayub 

Khan. She died on 7th July 1967 in Karachi.  

 



Syed Mohammad Ali Chowdhury 

Syed Mohammad Ali Chowdhury famously known as Mohammad Ali Bogra, was a 

famous politician, diplomat, and statesman. He was born in 1919, in Barisal, modern-

day Bangladesh. He attended the Presidency College at Calcutta University and prior to 

that he studied at Hastings House. Bogra contested the 1937 elections as a member of 

the All-India Muslim League and became the opposition MLA in the Legislative 

Assembly of Bengal. Muhammad Ali Bogra was appointed as the parliamentary 

secretary to the CM of Bengal Khawaja Nazimuddin in 1943, when the Muslim League 

came into power in Bengal. In 1946, he was included in the cabinet of Suhrawardy and 

was appointed as the Minister of Health, Finance, and Local Government. Bogra laid the 

foundations for Dhaka Medical College and Calcutta Lake Medical College as the health 

minister. After the independence of Pakistan, he was elected to the constituent 

Assembly of Pakistan. Later, he was appointed as the ambassador of Pakistan to Burma, 

Canada, and the USA. In 1953, he became the Prime Minister of Pakistan and succeeded 

Khawaja Nazimuddin. After becoming PM, he raised the issue of Kashmir with India, 

and Bogra and Nehru exchanged state visits. His top priority was the formulation of the 

country's first constitution and in 1953 he proposed the Bogra Formula. He died on 23 

January 1963 in Dhaka. 

 

Mohammad Abdul Ghafoor Hazarvi 

Mohammad Abdul Ghafoor Hazarvi was born on January 1, 1909. He belonged to the 

Chishti Sufi order and was a founding member of the Barelvi Sunni political 

organization Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan (JUP). In 1948, he was elected president of JUP. 



He was a Muslim theologian, jurist, and scholar of Islam. He was an active member of 

the Pakistan Movement and a member of the Council of Islamic ideology. Ghafoor 

Hazarvi was a close companion of Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Maulana Zafar Ali Khan. 

Later, he became the first recipient of the highly acclaimed Nishan-e-Imtiaz award. He 

was the Chairman of Majlis-e-Tahaffuz-e-Khatme Nabuwwat, an organization formed to 

counter the Ahmadiyya Movement against the false claim of the Prophethood of Mirza 

Ghulam Ahmed. He died on 9 0ctober 1970.  

 

Aga Khan III 

Sir Sultan Muhammad Shah, known as Agha Khan the third was the spiritual leader of 

the Shia Ismaili sect of Muslims. He was born in 1877 in Karachi. He received religious 

teachings from his mother and attended Eton and Cambridge University. At the age of 

eight in 1885, he succeeded his father as the Imam of the Shia Ismaili Muslim group. In 

1904 he became the president of the All-India Muslim League and headed the Shimla 

Deputation in 1906 to meet the Viceroy of India. He remained the president of the 

Muslim league until 1912, and in 1912 he was appointed as the Vice Chancellor of the 

Aligarh Muslim University. Agha Khan III chaired the British Indian delegation in the 

round table conference from 1930 to 1933. After the creation of Pakistan, he worked to 

solve social issues in society and established schools and hospitals for the people in far-

flung areas. He died on 11th July 1957 and is buried in Egypt.  

 

 

 



Louis Mountbatten  

Born June 25, 1900, Louis Mountbatten was a British statesman, naval leader, and the 

last viceroy of India. In April 1942, he was named chief of combined operations and 

became acting vice admiral, later appointed supreme allied commander for Southeast 

Asia. He successfully conducted the campaign against Japan that led to the recapture of 

Burma, present day Myanmar. Involved with the diplomatic negotiation of 

independence for India and Pakistan, he administered the transfer of power from 

Britain to the newly independent nations of India and Pakistan at the partition of the 

subcontinent that took effect at midnight Aug. 14–15, 1947. As governor-general of 

India, from August 1947 to June 1948, he persuaded the Indian princes to merge their 

states into either India or Pakistan.  

 

Mir Khalil Ur Rahman 

Mir Khalil-ur-Rahman was the founder and editor of the Jang Group of Newspapers in 

Pakistan. Born in 1927 to a middle-class family in Gujranwala, he went on to graduate in 

Accountancy from the Punjab University. During the Second World War, his parents 

moved to New Delhi, then capital of the British Indian Empire. This is where he 

discovered his love for journalism, and--in 1940--when he was still a student, he started 

a newspaper for Muslims in pre-partition Hindustan fighting in World War II in Delhi. 

When the creation of the Muslim-majority State of Pakistan was established, Mir Khalil-

ur-Rahman moved to Karachi, where he would begin to publish the Daily Jang. 

Pakistan's Governor General, Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah offered the 

government's help in running it. Khalil-ur-Rahman declined the offer to protect the 
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press in Pakistan and helped in founding the Council of Pakistan Newspapers Editors 

(CPNE).  

 

Sarojini Naidu 

Sarojini Naidu was born on 13 February, 1879. She was educated in Madras, London 

and Cambridge, and following her time in England she was drawn to the Indian Na 

tional Congress’ movement for India’s independence from British rule.She became a 

part of the movement and became a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and his idea of swaraj. 

Sarojini became a major figure leading the Civil Disobedience Movement and the Quit 

India Movement. She was later appointed the President of the Indian National Congress 

in 1925 and later became the first woman to hold the office of the Governor of the 

United Provinces in 1947. Sarojini Naidu was also an active literary artist, earning her 

the title of “Nightingale of India,” and attracted notable Indian intellectuals to her 

famous salon in Bombay, now Mumbai.  

 


