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SORCERY 
 
 
Old Testament Sorcerers 
 
Exodus 7:11-12 
11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they 
also did in like manner with their enchantments. 
12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod 
swallowed up their rods. 

 
Isaiah 47:9-14 
9 But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and 
widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, 
and for the great abundance of thine enchantments. 
10 For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and   
thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else 
beside me. 
11 Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and 
mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come 
upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know. 
12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou 
hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 
13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the 
monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee. 
14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 
 
Isaiah 57:3-5 
3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore. 
4 Against whom do ye sport yourselves? against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out 
the tongue? are ye not children of transgression, a seed of falsehood, 
5 Enflaming yourselves with idols under every green tree, slaying the children in the valleys 
under the clifts of the rocks? 
 
Jer 27:9-10 
9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to 
your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the 
king of Babylon: 
10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive 
you out, and ye should perish. 
 



 2 

Daniel 2:2 
2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and 
the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 
 
Malachi 3:5 
5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 
and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his 
right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. 
 
Numbers 22:7-8 
7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in 
their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 
8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the LORD 
shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 
 
Numbers 24:1 
1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other times, 
to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. 
 
Jude 1:11 
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
 
(Balaam a prophet of God, could prophesy both for God and the devil at different times.  He was 
double-minded and unstable in all his ways.) 
 
Deuteronomy 23:4-5 
4 Because they met you not with bread and with water in the way, when ye came forth out of 
Egypt; and because they hired against thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, 
to curse thee. 
5 Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God 
turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee. 
 
(Balaam taught the children of Israel to bring a curse upon themselves.) 
 
Numbers 24:7 
7 He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king 
shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 
 
(Balaam prophesied that Israel’s “seed shall be in many waters.”  Meaning mixed marriages and 
whoredoms with heathen nations.) 
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Numbers 25:1 
1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters 
of Moab. 
 
Numbers 31:16 
16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit 
trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the 
congregation of the LORD. 
 
Numbers 31:8 
8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and 
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew 
with the sword. 
 
(Balaam’s witchcraft got him slain.) 
 
(This example of Balaam is probably one of the most forthright examples of how the sorcery 
spirit can work through a person to defile and corrupt the children of God.) 
 
There are Three Jesuses in the New Testament  
 
1. Bar-jesus: The Sorcerer 
 
Acts 13:6-8 
6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 
7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 
8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the faith. 
 
(Barjesus suffered immediate judgment.) 
 
Acts 13:11 
11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand. 
 
2. Jesus Justus: A Righteous Man 
 
Colossians 4:11 
11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my 
fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. 
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3. Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
  
(The true and only Son of the most high God.  Any other spirit which poses as the true Jesus is 
committing the sin of witchcraft and the resulting penalty for witchcraft is death!) 
 
4. Simon The Sorcerer 
 
Revelations 21:8 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
 
Exodus 22:18 
18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 
10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these 
abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 
 
Acts 8:9-25 
9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, 
and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 
10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great 
power of God. 
11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with 
sorceries. 
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and   
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 
wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 
14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the   
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 
16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the   
Lord Jesus.) 
17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, 
19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost. 
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20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased with money. 
21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee. 
23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 
24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which 
ye have spoken come upon me. 
25 And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 
 
(Simon, it says, put himself out as some great one.  This is the spirit of sorcery and witchcraft  
in operation.  The apostles came down, read off his spirit, that is, revealed it openly, and 
exposed him before all.) 
 
Witchcraft 
 
(Witchcraft is described as one of the works of the flesh.) 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,   
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 
 
Definitions 
 
Sorcery  
Strong’s Concordance, Hebrew: To whisper a spell, enchant or practice magic, witch crafter, to 
cover, to cloud over, to act covertly, observer of times, soothsayer, sorcerer. 
Strong’s Concordance, Greek: Oriental scientist, a magician, sorcerer, wise man, a separatist, 
exclusively religious, medication, magic sorcery, poisoner, spell giving potion. 
 


