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THE PRIESTHOOD 
 
The First Priest 

 
 Genesis 14:18-20 

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the 
most high God. 
19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven 
and earth: 
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And 
he gave him tithes of all. 
 
Hebrews 7:1-5 
1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 
2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of 
righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 
3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end 
of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 
4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils. 
5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, 
though they come out of the loins of Abraham: 
 
Aaronic Priesthood 
 
(Aaron was established as a priest along with his sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.) 
 
Leveticus 10:1-13 
1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, 
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them 
not. 
2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 
4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto 
them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the camp. 
5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses had said. 
6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your 
heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let 
your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath kindled. 



 2 

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for 
the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses. 
8 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying, 
9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations: 
10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean; 
11 And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken 
unto them by the hand of Moses. 
12 And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons that were left, 
Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and eat it 
without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy: 
13 And ye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons' due, of the sacrifices 
of the LORD made by fire: for so I am commanded. 
 
(Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu died because they offered strange fire before God, but Eleazar 
and Ithamar continued as priests.) 
 
Levitical Priesthood 
 
Numbers 3:6 
6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister 
unto him. 
 
Genesis 29:34 
34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined 
unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 
 
(Levi was one of the sons of Jacob, who was later called Israel.  Jacob was the son of Isaac, and 
Isaac was the son of Abraham. This Levitical Priesthood continued throughout the Old 
Testament.) 
 
John The Baptist 
 
Luke 1:5-6 
5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the 
course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 
6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless. 
 
(Therefore John was of that blood line, and John was also born with the Holy Ghost, even from 
his mother’s womb.) 
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Luke 1:13-15 
13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife 
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 
14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 
15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 
 
Luke 1:36 
36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 
 
(Jesus Christ also inherited this natural blood line because Mary was the cousin of Elizabeth.) 
 
The New Testament Brings a New Covenant 
 
(What was done in the Old Testament in the natural is done in the New Testament by the Holy 
Ghost in the true believers.)  
 
Hebrews 8:1-2 
1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 
2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 
 
(We are that true tabernacle, because we now house the Holy Ghost – those who are His true  
believers, those who are born of the water and of the Spirit.) 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 
16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
 
Everything is Now Under the New Covenant 
 
Jeremiah 31:31 
31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
 
Hebrews 8:8 
8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 
  
Hebrews 8:13 
13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and 
waxeth old is ready to vanish away. 
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Now Jesus is Our High Priest 
 
(Jesus is the mediator between God and Man.  In the Old Testament the Levites were high 
priests and spoke to God for the congregation.) 
 
Hebrews 9:11 
11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 
 
Hebrews 9:15 
15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 
 
Hebrews 9:24 
24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 
 
Hebrews 9:28 
28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 
 
Hebrews 2:17 
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people. 
 
Hebrews 3:1 
1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and  High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need. 
 
Hebrews 5:1-5 
1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, 
that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 
2 Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he 
himself also is compassed with infirmity. 
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3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 
4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 
5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou 
art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 
 
Hebrews 5:9-10 
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 
10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 
 
Hebrews 6:20 
20 Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the 
order of Melchisedec. 
 
Hebrews 7:20-24 
20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 
21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto 
him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec:) 
22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 
23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of 
death: 
24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 
 
Hebrews 10:19-22 
19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, 
his flesh; 
21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
Hebrews 13:11-12 
11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest 
for sin, are burned without the camp. 
12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 
without the gate. 
 
We Are Also Made Priests 
 
(We are made priests through the infilling of the Holy Ghost which sanctifies our tabernacle.) 
 
1 Corinthians 6:11 
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
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Revelation 1:5-6 
5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, 
6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light: 
 


