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WITCHCRAFT, DIVINATION & FAMILIAR SPIRITS 
 
Prohibited 

 
Leviticus 19:26 
26 Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe  
times. 

 
Leviticus 19:31 
31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: 
I am the LORD your God.   
 
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 
10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these 
abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 
 
Deuteronomy 18:14 
14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto 
diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do. 
 
Jeremiah 10:2 
2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of 
heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. 
 
Jeremiah 27:9-10 
9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to 
your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the 
king of Babylon: 
10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive 
you out, and ye should perish. 
 
Witchcraft Practiced 
 
2 Chronicles 33:6 
6 And he caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom: also he 
observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, 
and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. 
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Isaiah 2:6 
6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished 
from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the 
children of strangers. 
 
Nahum 3:4 
4 Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of 
witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts. 
 
Death for using Witchcraft 
 
Exodus 22:18 
18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 
 
Leviticus 20:6 
6 And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring 
after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. 
 
Leviticus 20:27 
27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to 
death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them. 
 
Micah 5:12 
12 And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers: 
 
Death Inflicted for Witchcraft 
 
Joshua 13:22 
22 Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword 
among them that were slain by them. 
 
1 Samuel 28:9-10 
9 And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut 
off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou 
a snare for my life, to cause me to die? 
10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment 
happen to thee for this thing. 
 
1 Chronicles 10:13 
13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even against the 
word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar 
spirit, to inquire of it; 
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2 Kings 23:24 
24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, 
and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put 
away, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah 
the priest found in the house of the LORD. 
 
Efforts to Abolish Witchcraft 
 
1 Samuel 28:3 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land. 
 
2 Kings 9:22-37 
22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, 
What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many? 
23 And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah. 
24 And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the 
arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot. 
25 Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of 
Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab his 
father, the LORD laid this burden upon him; 
26 Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the LORD; 
and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the LORD. Now therefore take and cast him into the plat 
of ground, according to the word of the LORD. 
27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the garden house. And 
Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him also in the chariot. And they did so at the going up 
to Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 
28 And his servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre with 
his fathers in the city of David. 
29 And in the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 
30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired 
her head, and looked out at a window. 
31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? 
32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there 
looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 
33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled 
on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot. 
34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, 
and bury her: for she is a king's daughter. 
35 And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and 
the palms of her hands. 
36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which 
he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the 
flesh of Jezebel: 
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37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of 
Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel. 
 
Divination by the Cup 
 
Genesis 44:4-15 
4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, 
Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have 
ye rewarded evil for good? 
5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in 
so doing. 
6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words. 
7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants 
should do according to this thing: 
8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of 
the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold? 
9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's 
bondmen. 
10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be 
my servant; and ye shall be blameless. 
11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his 
sack. 
12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in 
Benjamin's sack. 
13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city. 
14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell 
before him on the ground. 
15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a 
man as I can certainly divine? 
 
Jonah 1:7-8 
7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is 
thine occupation? and whence 
 
Divination by Spirits 
 
Acts 16:16-18 
16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 
17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most 
high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 
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18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Divination by Arrows and Entrails 
 
Ezekiel 21:21-22 
21 For the king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use 
divination: he made his arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver. 
22 At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in 
the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to appoint battering rams against the gates, to 
cast a mount, and to build a fort. 
 
Necromancy 
 
1 Samuel 28:7-19 
7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to 
her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at Endor. 
8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, 
and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar 
spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. 
9 And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut 
off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou 
a snare for my life, to cause me to die? 
10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there shall no punishment 
happen to thee for this thing. 
11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 
12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to 
Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 
13 And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman said unto 
Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 
14 And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is 
covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to 
the ground, and bowed himself. 
15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, 
I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, 
and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, 
that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. 
16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? 
17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out 
of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: 
18 Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon 
Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. 
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19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to 
morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into 
the hand of the Philistines. 
 
Psalm 106:28-29 
28 They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead. 
29 Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them. 
 
Isaiah 8:19-20 
19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? for the living to 
the dead? 
20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them. 
 
Isaiah 29:4 
4 And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be 
low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the 
ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust. 
 
Astrology 
 
Isaiah 47:13 
13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, 
the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon 
thee. 
 
Daniel 1:20 
20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 
 
Daniel 5:7-8 
7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the 
king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew 
me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his 
neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
8 Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to 
the king the interpretation thereof. 
 
Magic and Sorcery 
 
Exodus 7:11-12 
11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they 
also did in like manner with their enchantments. 
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12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod 
swallowed up their rods. 
 
Exodus 7:21-22 
21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink 
of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
22 And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said. 
 
Exodus 8:7 
7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of 
Egypt. 
 
Acts 8:9-11 
9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, 
and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 
10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great 
power of God. 
11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with 
sorceries. 
 
Acts 13:6-8 
6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 
7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 
8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the faith. 
 
Exorcism 
 
Acts 19:13-17 
13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had 
evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 
14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 
16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed 
against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on 
them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
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Witchcraft Brings Destruction 
 
Exodus 8:18 
18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so 
there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 
 
Exodus 9:11 
11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon 
the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 
 
Numbers 23:23 
23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel: 
according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought! 
 
Numbers 24:1 
1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other times, 
to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. 
 
Isaiah 19:3 
3 And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: 
and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and 
to the wizards. 
 
Isaiah 19:13-14 
13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also 
seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof. 
14 The LORD hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to 
err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. 
 
Isaiah 44:25 
25 That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men 
backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 
 
Isaiah 47:12-14 
12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou 
hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 
13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, 
the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon 
thee. 
14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 
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Daniel 5:8 
8 Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to 
the king the interpretation thereof. 
 
Daniel 5:13-15 
13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art 
thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry? 
14 I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
15 And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should 
read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew 
the interpretation of the thing: 
 
Acts 19:18-20 
18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 
19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them 
before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 
 
Practiced in the Church Groups 
 
Galatians 3:1 
1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 
 
Galatians 5:19-21 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 
 
(There are many ways Witchcraft can be practiced by the Saints of God and they are not mindful 
of the dangers involved or the effects it has on the Body of Christ.  This is so common among the 
Pentecostal Body.) 
 
Definitions 
 
Witchcraft  
Dictionary: The practices of witches; sorcery; enchantments; intercourse with the devil. 
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Strong’s Concordance, Hebrew: To engage in witchcraft, be a sorcerer, witch, sorcery often with 
the associative meanings of rebellion and seduction into false religion. 
Strong’s Concordance, Greek: Witchcraft, magic, the use of spells and potions of magic, often 
involving drugs; sorceries. 
 
Divination  
Dictionary: The act of foretelling or foreseeing a forecast.  
 
Strong’s Concordance, Hebrew: Pagan practice of determining the future by examining the 
position of stars, communication with the dead or with spirits, examining animal organs, or 
casting lots, witchcraft.  
 
Familiar Spirits  
Strong’s Concordance, Hebrew: One who communicates with and conjures ghosts or spirits. 
 


