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The Inflatable Ant Farm was a concept of clean air and “earth 
awareness” that was founded by Doug Michels, Chipload and later 
Curtis Schreier. These recent graduates from UC Berkeley with 
degrees in architecture, started an underground architecture practice 
(Ant Farm) and experimented with giant inflatable air “enviromints” 
where people could hang out inside, around and even on top by 
climbing the net. It was used in a variety of different places like 
concerts, college campuses, parking lots, festivals, and other 
venues. The main design strategy behind this project was to create 
freedom and instability where the walls were constantly becoming 
ceilings and ceilings becoming the floor, when it is usually confined 
to the xyz planes of a normal box-room. It became whatever people 
decide it to be, a funhouse, pleasure dome, or suffocation torture 
device. 

On Earth day, 1970, they set up a giant bubble named “F310 clean 
air pod” and it was said to provide clean, filtered air, compared to the 
polluted outside. They stood outside of it with gas masks to declare 
a state of emergency to get people to promote environmental 
consciousness. Their idea was contradictory to the fact that their 
giant bubble was made from polyethylene plastic and electrical tape 
which are both not environmentally sustainable, as well as their 
gas powered fans. However, their main point about lessening their 
carbon footprint stands, as it required construction energy than other 
buildings. This also influenced the environmental movement at the 
time which lead to laws like the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts. Year Completed: 1968-1973

Owner(s) (First / Current): Ant Farm
Architect(s), Planner(s): Chip Load, Doug Michels, Curtis Schreier
Lot Size (ft2): N/A
Total Floor Space (ft2, usable area): 5,000 ft2 
Nr. of Units: N/A
Unit Distribution N/A
Nr. of Inhabitants (1.5 People / Bedroom): N/A
Density (Inhabitants per ft2): 0.3 inhabitants per ft2

Outdoor Area (ft2): 5,000 ft2

Jenna Cover, Annie Tran
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