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Church of God in Christ

Faith and Love C.0.G.I.C Lesson 8 July 26, 2026
Sunday School NOT WITHOUT HOPE
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Lesson 8 July 26, 2026
Not WitHouT HOPE LO\/E

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity. Psalm 133:1

School/Class: But do not forget to do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased. Hebrews 13:16

Superintendent/Teacher: All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16

School/Class: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: Let each of you look out not only for his
own interests, but also for the interests of others. Philippians 2:4

School/Class: He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives
of his bread to the poor. Proverbs 22:9

Superintendent/Teacher: Therefore he says: “When He ascended on
high, He led captivity captive and gave gifts to men.” Ephesians 4:8

School/Class: As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 1 Peter 4:10
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: For as the body is one and has many
members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12

School/Class: For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function. Romans 12:4

Superintendent/Teacher: By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another. John 13:35

School/Class: For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do

not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another. Gal. 5:13
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

ALL:
But grow in the grace, and in the

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen.

2 Peter 3:18
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Church of God in Christ

Bible Basis: Romans 5:1-11

Bible Truth: There is faith in Christ with the presence of the Holy Spirit; God has given
reconciliation and hope.

Memory Verse: “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5)

Lesson Aim: By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW Paul’s encouraging words about
peace, endurance, character, hope, and love as gifts God gave through the death of
Jesus; FEEL that God'’s provision of the Savior is His continuing commitment to His
creation; and TAKE hope through Jesus Christ into the difficult times in life.

Background Scriptures: Psalm 42; Romans 5:1-11 — Read and incorporate the insights
gained from the Background Scriptures into your study of the lesson.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2042%3B%20Romans%205%3A1-11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2042%3B%20Romans%205%3A1-11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2042%3B%20Romans%205%3A1-11&version=KJV
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Romans 5:1-11 K1V

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in

hope of the glory of God.

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience;

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

6 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
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Church of God in Christ

Romans 3:21-31 KJV

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some
would even dare to die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him.

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now received the atonement.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

The Apostle. Apostles were literally "the sent out ones." God called them,

equipped them, and then sent them to establish His Word among His people.
The Apostle Paul was, as he said, an apostle "born out of due time" (1

Corinthians 15:8), meaning he was late to be called one of the apostles. He was,

in fact, an enemy to the early church until God plucked him out from among his

Pharisaical brothers.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2015%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2015%3A8&version=KJV
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

However, Paul showed the same zeal in serving Christ that he had shown in

persecuting Him and His people. In our focal verses today, we see several

characteristics of Paul that are important to our study: 1) He was radically
changed, completely taken with his Master. His loyalty to Jesus was
unimpeachable, and he was driven to get others to follow with the same zeal.
2) He was completely convinced of salvation by grace. In these verses, he
showed that this salvation gives a new perspective, one that carries us through

even the toughest times.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

Redemptive Tribulations. Few themes are more distinctive of our faith than

that of tribulations resulting in positive net values (Vlatthew 5:10; Romans

8:35-37; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; James 1:2-3). We find thinking like this outside

of Christian thought, but not to the same extent. Our faith can mirror what

Jesus did on the Cross: what appears to be complete failure can be, in fact,

great victory.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A10%3B%20Romans%208%3A35-37%3B%202%20Corinthians%2012%3A9-10%3B%20James%201%3A2-3&version=KJV
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LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON:

AIM: We will see how people are weak, endure suffering of

different kinds, do wrong, and face various enemies all

around them.
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INTRODUCTION

Hope in Tribulation

Paul is in the middle of his argument about justification by faith in Romans 4.

He points to Abraham and his righteousness being imputed by God before

the Law was given. He illustrates that God imputed righteousness to
Abraham because of his faith in God's promise that he would be the father
of many nations. The example of Abraham is given to the Romans to show

the kind of faith in Jesus that justifies one before God. This faith can sustain

us in the midst of difficulties.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%204&version=KJV
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Not WiTtHOUT HOPE ( ) I_OVE
INTRODUCTION

Hope in Tribulation

The Christians in Rome had to deal with a cruel, militaristic, and

threatening government. They certainly felt the weight of this kingdom
and its displeasure. Jesus' death had been ordered by Roman officials

(with the help of some of the Jews), and He had told His followers, "If

the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you" (John

15:18).



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A18&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A18&version=KJV
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INTRODUCTION

Hope in Tribulation

t is hard for us to understand how greatly tribulation was a part of t

ives of these believers, but it was extensive. Paul spoke to people w

had every natural right to be fearful, but he reminded them to base
their courage on the supernatural event of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The King of kings had the final word even over mighty Rome.

Paul encouraged them to let this fuel their hope in tribulation.
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BIBLE LEARNING

AIM: We will learn that Christians experience that

having hope in difficult times is the right choice.
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I. JUSTIFICATION OFFERS HOPE IN TRIBULATION

Romans 5:1-5

Paul indicates in these verses that this justification (the opposite of condemnation)

gives us hope, even by way of tribulation. It is clear, especially in verses 1 and 2, that

our partis faith.

Paul explains that tribulation leads through several steps to hope, but what produces
this hope is the establishment of character. Character is established not by our
suffering, but by our patience in suffering. Paul concludes this section by showing that
through this process the Holy Spirit communicates God's love to us (v. 5). His love

enables us to endure tribulations and hard times.
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I . .l USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
HOPE IN TRIBULATION

Romans 5:1-5

With the close of the fourth chapter, Paul completes his teaching on how God justifies
a person. Justification is the initial blessing of salvation, but it carries with it all the

other blessings of Christian life. In chapter 5, Paul launches into an explanation of

eight attendant blessings of justification by faith. Because we are justified by faith, we

have "peace with God" (v. 1); "access" to God's presence and a standing in grace, joy,
and "hope" (v. 2); "the love of God" and "the Holy Ghost" (v. 5); we are "saved from

wrath" (v. 9), and "saved by his life" (v. 10).
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I . J USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

HOPE IN TRIBULATION

Romans 5:1-5

Another literal translation of verse 1 is "Since we have been justified by faith,

we continually have peace with God." In the Greek, "justified" is in the aorist
aspect, which points to an accomplished fact. This illustrates that justification is

not a process, but rather an instantaneous act that takes place at the moment a

sinner accepts Christ as Lord.




Lesson 8 July 26, 2026
Not WiTtHOoUuT HOPE LO\/E
I . .l USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

HOPE IN TRIBULATION

Romans 5:1-5

The phrase "we have peace with God" could also be translated "we continually
have peace with God." The verb "to have" is from the Greek present tense verb
echomen (Gk. EH-koh-men), which means to keep on having or enjoying our

peace with God. Those who are justified are privileged to "have peace with

God," and Paul is encouraging believers to both realize this privilege and enjoy

It.
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I . .l USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

HOPE IN TRIBULATION

Romans 5:1-5

This peace is first a change in God's relationship to us. Then, as the natural

consequence of His changed relationship to us, we change in our relationship

toward Him. Because of our fallen nature, humanity is in a state of hostility with

God as His enemies (v. 10). When we are justified, that hostility is removed and

we have peace with Him. Awareness of our peace with God brings a sense of

peace to our souls.
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Church of God in Christ

I o j USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation

H 0 P E I N TRI B U LATI O N worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

Romans 5:1-5

Not only does Christ remove the hostility that existed between God and sinners, He also gives us
"access" (Gk. prosagoge, pro-sah-go-GAY, a bringing to) into His very presence. In the Hebrew
Temple, the presence of God was in a room called the Holy of Holies. A thick veil separated this room
from the rest of the Temple, and only the high priest was allowed past the veil once a year to purify

the altar which has been made unclean by the sins of the people (Leviticus 16:16). This curtain

represented the separation of sinful humanity from God. When Christ died on the Cross, the veil that

led to the Holy of Holies ripped down the middle (Vlatthew 27:51). Ripping the veil represented the

elimination of the separation so that all believers now have access to God. Christ's eternal sacrifice in

our behalf brings us into the presence of God and allows us to have continuous access to Him.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2016%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A51&version=KJV
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Church of God in Christ

I o j USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation

H O P E I N TRI B U LATI O N worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

Romans 5:1-5

Being justified by faith also brings us into a new permanent standing with God

where we enjoy His divine favor. The basis of our new standing is obtained by

grace. We can't stand before God by our own deeds, character, or

righteousness. Our new standing is totally the result of God’s undeserved favor.
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I o j USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation

H 0 P E I N TRI B U LATI O N worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore, we rejoice "in hope of the glory of God." The glory spoken of here is
twofold. First, we hope to experience the Divine Presence in Heaven. Second and
more immediate, we hope to bring glory to God through and in our tribulations. Paul
says we glory, or rejoice, in tribulation because we realize it is Heaven's way of
teaching us patience or long-suffering. Patience is the confident endurance of things

hoped for or difficulties we wish removed. The spiritual fruit of patience (cf. Galatians

5:22) is seen in the humble endurance of ill because of the realization that nothing

comes against us that has not been allowed by God.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22&version=KJV
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Church of God in Christ

I o j USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation

H 0 P E I N TRI B U LATI O N worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

Romans 5:1-5

This patience then brings about "experience" (Gk. dokime, doe-kee-MAY), a word also
translated as "proof" (2 Corinthians 2:9, 13:3; Philippians2:22). Proof is the

experimental evidence that we have believed through grace. Believers enter periods
of tribulation and patiently endure. Our patient endurance is rewarded with eventual
victory over our circumstance, and our victorious experience proves the faithfulness
to God to deliver us from future trials. Another meaning for dokime is "character."
Testings prove or establish our character because it is made evident through patient

endurance. Then, experience brings us back to "hope."



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%202%3A9%2C%2013%3A3%3B%20Philippians2%3A22&version=KJV
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Church of God in Christ

I o j USTI F I CATI O N O F F E RS 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of

the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation

H 0 P E I N TRI B U LATI O N worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope.

Romans 5:1-5

We have hope in two distinct ways and at two successive stages of the Christian life.
First, immediately upon believing, along with the sense of peace and abiding access
to God, we have hope in our new relationship. Next, hope grows after the reality of
our faith has been proven by the patient endurance of trials sent to test it. Our hope
comes from looking away from ourselves to the Cross of Christ, then looking into
ourselves as being transformed into the image of Christ. In the first case, our hope is

based on faith and in the second by experience.
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Romans 5:1-5

Our hope of Heaven, which presupposes faith, is the confident expectation of future

good. Our faith assures us that Heaven will be ours, and our hope expectantly

anticipates it. This hope in the glory of God will never make us ashamed (like empty

hopes do) because it is based on "the love of God” — not our love of God, but His love
of us which is "shed abroad" (Gk. ekkheo, ek-KHE-oh, "poured forth," used literally of
blood or wine, and figuratively of love or the Holy Spirit itself). God’s love for us is

seen in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
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Church of God in Christ

Il. HELP FOR THE HELPLESS

Romans 5:6-8

Several versions of the Bible translate the word in verse 6 as "helpless" (e.g. NASB and NLT).
The KJV has "without strength." Paul states that when it comes to our spiritual state, we are
helpless without the person and work of Christ.

We see that the word "die" or "died" appears frequently in these verses, four times in three
verses. Three of the references are pointing to Christ’s death rather than our own. His death
is the crucial pivot where our helplessness becomes strength. Paul says in verse 8 that Christ
died for us while we were still sinners. He did not expect us to be self-sufficient before He

helped us, nor did He disdain our sinfulness-His death for us is the proof and substance of His

love.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A6&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A6&version=NLT
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Church of God in Christ

I I . H E I.P FO R TH E H E LPLESS 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

God’s Appointed Time for Christ
Romans 5:6-8

At the appointed time, Christ offered Himself a sour eternal sacrifice "when we were yet
without strength"-that is, when we were powerless to deliver ourselves and therefore ready
to perish. Christ's death reveals three properties of God’s love. First, "the ungodly" are those
whose character and sinful nature are repulsive in God's eyes. Second, He did this when they
were "without strength"-nothing stood between humanity and damnation but divine

compassion. Third, He did this "in due time" when it was most appropriate that it should take

place.
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Church of God in Christ

I I . H E I.P FOR TH E H E LPLESS 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some

God’s Appointed Time for Christ woul.d even darf-: to -die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:6-8

The apostle now proceeds to illustrate God's compassion. Few, if any people, would be
willing to sacrifice their lives for a "righteous man" of exceptional character. A few more
might be willing to die for a man who, besides being exceptional, is also distinguished for
goodness or a benefactor to society. But God, in glorious contrast to what men might do for

each other, displayed His love, "while we were yet sinners” — that is, in a state in of absolute

rebellion-"Christ died for us."
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I1l. THE RECONCILIATION OF GOD LEADS TO OUR JOY
Romans 5:9-11

In these final verses of our text, Paul continues to expound on the benefits of our

justification. We are justified and therefore saved from wrath. We have atonement

with God which gives us joy.
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I1l. THE RECONCILIATION OF GOD LEADS TO OUR JOY
Romans 5:9-11

We have been reconciled to God and therefore saved by the life of Christ. In verse 9,

Paul uses the phrase "much more," and again in verse 10. Then in verse 11 he adds,

"And not only so .. " He piles one benefit upon another. He is overcome with the
positive nature of our standing in Christ! Our justification through Jesus' blood has

moved us from helplessness to being reconciled, no longer under His wrath but now

sharing His life, which leads to our joy.
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I1l. THE RECONCILIATION OF GOD LEADS TO OUR JOY
Romans 5:9-11

Here Paul makes an extraordinary statement: God’s love reconciled us through Christ.

In contrast to the heresies that state that the Father was vengeful and appeased by

Jesus who alone loves, God’s love brought about our salvation through His Son.
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Church of God in Christ

I I I . TH E RECO N CI LIATI 0 N O F 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through

him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,

GOD LEADS TO O U R jOY much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

Christ’s Sacrifice for Humanity
Romans 5:9-11

Having been "justified by his blood," we shall be saved from wrath through the sacrifice of Christ. Christ's death
restored our relationship with God while we were in open rebellion against Him. Since we are now reconciled, "we
shall be saved by His life." If Christ's sacrifice was offered for people incapable of the least appreciation for God's love
or Christ's labors on their behalf, how much more will He do all that remains to be done? "For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his

life" (v. 10). To be "saved from wrath through him," refers to the entire work of salvation — from the moment of

justification to the great white throne judgment (Revelation 20:11-15), when the wrath of God shall be revealed to all

who ignore the Gospel of Jesus. The Apostle Jude best described Christ's continuing work of salvation when he said

that He "is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding

joy" (Jude 24).



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020%3A11-15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020%3A11-15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020%3A11-15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2020%3A11-15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude%2024&version=KJV
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Church of God in Christ

I I I . TH E RECO N CI I.IATI 0 N 0 F 11 And m?t only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
G O D LEADS TO O U R jOY now received the atonement.

Christ’s Sacrifice for Humanity
Romans 5:9-11

"And not only so" refers back to the blessing Paul mentioned previously. We not only find joy
in our newfound peace, access, standing, hope, love, indwelling, and salvation, but we

rejoice in God Himself. We find joy in our God for what He has done and for who He is. Our

joy proceeds from our union with Christ who brought about our atonement.
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I I I . TH E RECO N CI I.IATI 0 N 0 F 11 And m?t only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
G O D LEADS TO O U R jOY now received the atonement.

Christ’s Sacrifice for Humanity
Romans 5:9-11

"Atonement" (Gk. katallage, kah-tah-lah-GAY) is the noun form of the verb for reconciling in

v. 10. It indicates a shift from a negative relationship to a positive one, or from a broken

relationship to a healthy one. Paul moves beyond the sacrificial language here to focus on

the restored relationship that Christ's atoning death provides. This restored relationship with

God brings about joy, or more literally boasting (see v. 2).
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I I I . TH E RECO N CI I.IATI 0 N 0 F 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now received the atonement.
GOD LEADS TO OUR JOY

Christ’s Sacrifice for Humanity
Romans 5:9-11

Atonement is the gracious act by which God restores a relationship of harmony and unity
between Himself and believers. The word contains parts that express this great truth in

simple but profound terms: "at-one." Through God's atoning grace and forgiveness, we are

reinstated to a relationship of being "at one" with God.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

Faith Carries Us

Faith introduced us to the grace that justifies us and keeps us in the hope that it offers.

Therefore, faith carries us through any tribulation so that we might have the hope that is the

promise of salvation.
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BIBLE APPLICATION

AIM: We will know that Christians experience that

having hope in Jesus in difficult times is the right

choice.
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BIBLE APPLICATION

It is interesting that the Scripture never presents living in faith and being hopeful as

requests but as commands. We should keep in mind that the Lord is aware of our

weaknesses even more than we are. He also knows our enemies and challenges but
still requires our victorious outlook. When we are fearful and unsettled, then it shows
we are not focused on His assurances.

Our believing brothers and sisters need to see our hope in the Lord. Our hopeless
world needs to see our hope as well. When we correct our relationship with Christ —

when our daily walk is firm — we will grow in the ability to share this hope.
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STUDENT RESPONSES

AIM: We will learn that believers are encouraged

through God's love, hope, mercy, and endurance.
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STUDENT RESPONSES

We choose first to believe the Lord. When we say with Joshua, "As for me and

my house, we will serve the LORD" (Joshua 24:15), we have chosen to trust Him

with our lives. When we choose to act this way, then we follow with actions
and thoughts that reflect that.

Today, commit your life anew to God's truth. Con-sider all thoughts that

dishonor Christ as enemies,and choose not to allow them a place in your life.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2024%3A15&version=KJV
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P ra ye r Church of God in Christ

Dear God,

We rest and have hope in You. We are reassured of Your amazing grace and
comfort through Jesus. It is in faith and hope that we have our confidence that
You provide and care for the world.

In Jesus' Name we pray.

Amen.
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Next Sunday
August 2, 2026
Lesson 9

“Death Becomes Life”
Romans 6:1-4, 12-14, 17-23
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