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Church of God in Christ

Background Reading: Devotional Reading:
» Matthew 3:11 s Acts 2:29-42

Mark 1:8

Luke 3:16

John 1:33

Romans 5:4-5

1 Corinthians 12:7

Hebrews 2:4
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Church of God in Christ

Background Reading

Matthew 3:11 | indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after
me is mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire:

Mark 1:8 | indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy

Ghost.

Luke 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one
mightier than | cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

John 1:33 And | knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.
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Background Reading

Romans 5:4-5
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

1 Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

Hebrews 2:4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?
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Devotional Reading

Acts 2:29-42

29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both
dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption.

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
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Devotional Reading

Acts 2:29-42

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,

35 Until | make thy foes thy footstool.

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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Devotional Reading

Acts 2:29-42

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many
as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers.
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Acts 2:4

“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
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INTRODUCTION

A gift is something given willingly to someone without charge. It is a present. The
Holy Spirit is a gift, who has a specific role. The Holy Spirit is not an "it.“ He is a
person. He is not something, but someone: He is the third person of the Godhead.
"For there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy

Ghost: and these three are one" (1 John 5:7). There are three people in the Godhead

known as the Trinity, which means three. Trinity is the foundational Christian belief
that God is one being who exists in three persons. The word "Trinity" means three-in-

one and it does not appear in the Bible, but the number three does.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205%3A7&version=KJV
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Believers do not worship multiple gods. They worship God, who is comprised of the Father;

the Son, Jesus Christ, who is God in human form; and the Holy Spirit, who lives inside

believers that have accepted Jesus, helping them to grow closer to God.
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Believers need to know who the Holy Spirit is and the power that He brings to their lives on a
daily basis. Believers must learn to understand Scripture, which tells them about the
empowering work of the Holy Spirit. This helps them to grow as human beings who love the
Holy Spirit and want to know more about His role in their lives. To be strong in the Lord and
do exploits, the believer cannot disregard the gift of the Holy Spirit. Seeking this gift isa
decision every committed believer must make. Seeking the gift cannot occur unless there's a

desire, a hunger to serve God's people.
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The believer cannot be confused about the fact that when he receives salvation, he receives God,

Jesus, and the Holy Ghost. But there is another step that he must take and that is receiving the
Baptism of the Holy Ghost. Every believer must come to realize that he needs the Holy Spirit if he is
going to fulfill God's will in his life. He fills the believer with power, promise, and peace, and He gives
fresh hope and faith to those who are weary. For He is the best gift given to the believer after he
receives salvation, which gives the believer a personal relationship. But, if the believer wants intimacy

with the Holy Spirit, he must completely surrender his life to Him. He must know that this gift of the

Holy Spirit is available to him simply by asking for it, believing it, and receiving it. If human beings

even know how to give good gifts to their families and friends, then God knows how to give better

gifts to His children who ask for them.
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The writer Luke tells the believer that God will give this gift to those who ask for it. Matthew

tells the believer to "ask and it shall be given." (Matthew 7:7). The Holy Spirit has limitless

power and wisdom, and He brings these attributes to any believer who invites Jesus Christ

into his heart and allows Him to come and live in them. As human beings, we love to receive

gifts, but many tend to shy away from the Holy Spirit because they don't know who He really

is and what He might do. But if the believer would let Him into his heart, He will come with
His power and change their life forever. This gift is for everyone who believes that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of the Living God; that He came and died to save sinners from their sins;

and that He arose from the grave and is now seated at the right hand of His Father.
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The gift of the Holy Spirit had been prophesized by the Prophet Joel in Joel 2:28-29. So, on

the day of Pentecost, while the disciples were waiting in the Upper Room of the building
they occupied, there came a sound from Heaven, sounding like rushing wind that filled the
entire house where the disciples were sitting. Along with the sound of wind, cloven tongues

that looked like fire appeared before them and sat upon each one of them and they were all

filled with the Holy Ghost. And they began to speak in other languages as the Spirit allowed

them to.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A28-29&version=KJV
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This caused much amazement among the men who were there in Jerusalem,

pecause they heard the disciples speaking in their different languages. They

knew that the disciples were Galileans and couldn't speak all those different

anguages. The men from the different countries mocked them and said that

the followers of Jesus must be drunk with wine.
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CONCLUSION S

This gave Peter an opportunity to address them, so as he stood up, the other disciples stood with
him. Peter's message that day on Pentecost contained a pattern for the proclamation of the Gospel.
He preached such a powerful word with a Holy Ghost anointing that the Jews from the different
places in Judea and from around Jerusalem became convicted in their hearts. These were Jews who
believed in God, but they had not been ready to accept Jesus as the Son of God. They had been told
that a Messiah was coming but they didn't believe He was Jesus. They were waiting and looking for
the Messiah, but because Jesus didn't come like they thought He would, they fell into the crowd that
said, "crucify Him." But now after Peter had preached and made them aware of who Jesus Christ was,
conviction filled their hearts, so they cried out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Peter told
them that they must repent and be baptized - every one of them - in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of their sins and then they, too, would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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Church of God in Christ

CONCLUSION

Peter was there when Jesus gave the formula for baptism, so he was not given
them a new formula. He was answering Jewish men who had rejected Jesus,
and after hearing such a powerful anointed Word, they needed to know what
to do to change things. Peter told them that they must repent. These men had
to repent for the sin of rejecting Jesus Christ as the Son of God, for there is no
other name given whereby men can be saved. So that these Jews could receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit they had to accept Jesus and be baptized in His name

for the remission of their sins.
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ESSENTIAL THOUGHT
The gift of the Holy Ghost is free, but

the believer must receive it.
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NEXT LESSON

December g, 2025

Lesson 2

The Outpouring of the Holy Ghost
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