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Lesson 12 November 23, 2025
THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS |OVE

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity. Psalm 133:1

School/Class: But do not forget to do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased. Hebrews 13:16

Superintendent/Teacher: All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16

School/Class: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:105
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: Let each of you look out not only for his
own interests, but also for the interests of others. Philippians 2:4

School/Class: He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives
of his bread to the poor. Proverbs 22:9

Superintendent/Teacher: Therefore he says: “When He ascended on
high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” Ephesians 4:8

School/Class: As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 1 Peter 4:10
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THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS LOVE
SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

Superintendent/Teacher: For as the body is one and has many
members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12

School/Class: For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function. Romans 12:4

Superintendent/Teacher: By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another. John 13:35

School/Class: For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do

not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another. Gal. 5:13
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THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS O I_O\/E
SUNDAY SCHOOL RESPONSIVE READING

ALL:
But grow in the grace, and in the

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen.

2 Peter 3:18
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Church of God in Christ

Bible Basis: Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28
Bible Truth: Paul preached the Gospel with strong conviction in spite of opposition.

Memory Verse: VERSE: “For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an alter
with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare | unto you" (Acts 17:23).

Lesson Aim: By the end of the lesson, we will: LEARN that, although Paul and Silas’s
message was accepted by some but not all, God received the glory, REFLECT on the
effects of rejection in the lives of those who serve God; and SEEK out and use spiritual
resources that support perseverance in the midst of rejection.

Background Scriptures: Acts 17:1-32 & Psalms 47. Read and incorporate the insights
gained from the Background Scriptures into your study of the lesson.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A1-32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A1-32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017%3A1-32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms%2047&version=KJV
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Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28 KIV

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,

where was a synagogue of the Jews:

2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the scriptures,

3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead;
and that this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ.

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a
great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.
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Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28 KJV
10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.

Church of God in Christ

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of
men, not a few.
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Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28 KJV

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in
all things ye are too superstitious.

23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar with this inscription, To
The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare | unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
said, For we are also his offspring.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

Thessalonica. This was a city in the Roman province Macedonia, in northern Greece at the
head of the Thermaic Gulf. It was named after Thessalonicea, the wife of a general under
Alexander the Great. Thessalonica gained the status of a free city within the Roman empire,
meaning it was self-governed and issued its own coinage. The city was very wealthy and
relatively free from taxation. It also became wealthy from being Macedonia's main port and
because of its location on the Via Egnatia, a road which ran through the provinces Illyricum,
Macedonia, and Thrace. The people of Thessalonica adhered to a variety of religions,
including the worship of traditional Greek deities and the Roman emperor. Jews formed a

small minority in the city and became a community which Paul could access in order to

preach the Gospel.




Lesson 12 November 23, 2025

THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS O LOVE
LIGHT ON THE WORD

Berea. This is actually an alternative spelling of Beroea, a city 45 miles

southwest of Thessalonica. The city was located 25 miles inland from the

Aegean Sea on a fertile plain. It was one of the most populous cities in

Macedonia around the time of Christ. Jews from Thessalonica traveled to Berea

in order to oppose Paul's preaching of the Gospel. In spite of this, both Jews

and Greeks readily received the message of Christ.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

Athens. Paul preached the Gospel in this Greek city named after the goddess

Athena. The Parthenon, a world-renowned temple dedicated to Athena, was
built on top of the Acropolis in the city's center. Athens was known as a cultural
center and the source of Hellenistic philosophy and literature. In the 5th and
6th century BC, Athens was the home of philosophers, authors, poets,
sculptors, and architects. During the time of Paul, it had lost its prominence

after being conquered by Macedonians and the Roman empire.
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LIFE NEED FOR TODAY’S LESSON:

AIM: We will learn that some people expect verbal

convictions while others reject them.
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INTRODUCTION
Paul and Silas in Greece
Paul's second missionary journey took him and his companions Silas and
Timothy into Greece. This is the first recorded time the Gospel reached

Europe. His first stop was Philippi, a leading city of Macedonia and a Roman

colony. There Paul preached to a riverside prayer meeting of women. Lydia, a

wealthy woman who was a dealer of purple cloth, led the meeting. As Paul

and Silas preached the Good News, the church in Philippi emerged from this

all-woman prayer meeting.
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INTRODUCTION

Paul and Silas in Greece

Soon Paul and Silas encountered a local fortuneteller who followed them through the

marketplace. Knowing she was possessed by a demon, Paul commanded the evil
spirit to leave her body. She was healed, but the men who gained money from her
fortune-telling dragged Paul and Silas before the authorities. Consequently the two
missionaries were thrown in jail. During the night while Paul and Silas were singing
and praising God, an earthquake shook the jail. In the aftermath, the doors were
opened and their bonds were unfastened. The jailer, thinking the prisoners had

escaped, feared he would face punishment from the authorities.
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INTRODUCTION
Paul and Silas in Greece
Instead Paul and Silas assured him they were still inside and preached
to him the message of salvation. The jailer accepted. In a wise move,

Paul claimed his Roman citizenship upon release in order to protect the

church in Philippi from future harassment and persecution. Seeing that

their church-planting job was done, Paul and Silas headed toward

another significant city in Macedonia-Thessalonica.
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BIBLE LEARNING

AIM: We will learn that Paul's missionary journey

took him to Philippi, Athens, Thessalonica, and

Berea.
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. INITIAL RECEPTION
Acts 17:1-4

Paul and Silas arrived in Thessalonica to proclaim the Gospel. Their usual method was

to start off proclaiming the Gospel in the synagogues, because Paul's fellow Jews

would be a receptive audience to the message about their long-awaited Messiah.

Paul's method included reasoning with them from the Scriptures in order to prove

Jesus was the Christ. We can see from Paul's preaching in the synagogue that he used

language and concepts familiar to his audience.
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Church of God in Christ

I . I N ITIAL RECE PTI O N 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in

ACtS 17 1-4 unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that
this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not
a few.

The Apostle Paul usually chose to preach the Gospel in large cities at key transportation hubs, so that
the Good News could be spread beyond the places where he preached, a good example of
strategizing for the most effective sharing of the Gospel. The Romans had built a road called the
Egnatian Way, which stretched from the Adriatic Sea to the Hellespont. This very important road ran
right through the city of Thessalonica, so once the message was planted, it could be carried west to
the western shore of Greece or east to what is modern-day Turkey. Paul, Silas, and Timothy traveled
from Philippi to Amphipolis to Apollonia to Thessalonica, a distance of about 100 miles, no easy stroll.
No doubt Paul stopped overnight at both Amphipolis and Apollonia, but when morning came, he

hurried on his way.
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Church of God in Christ

I . I N ITIAL RECE PTI O N 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in

ACtS 17 1-4 unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that
this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not
a few.

As always, if there was a synagogue in town, Paul began by preaching there, so that was the
first place in Thessalonica that he went. He always had a heart to reach his own people first,
even when his people rejected him and the Lord Jesus. Paul showed his listeners from Old
Testament Scriptures that it was prophesied that the Messiah had to suffer and die, and then
rise from the dead. The Greek word for alleging is paratithemi (pa-ra-TEE-thay-me) which

literally means to place alongside; so we can see Paul setting prophecies alongside their

fulfillment in Jesus.
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Church of God in Christ

I . I N ITIAL RECE PTI O N 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in
ACtS 17 1-4 unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that
this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not

a few.

Some of the Jews accepted this message, but there were a large number of Gentiles who had

been attending the synagogue who turned to Jesus. Among the new believers were some

from a variety of social positions, both men and women.
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Church of God in Christ

I . I N ITIAL RECE PTI O N 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in

ACtS 17 1-4 unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening
and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that
this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not
a few.

At first glance it looks like Paul was in Thessalonica for only three weeks, because our verses mention

him preaching in the synagogue for only three Sabbaths, but when we look at Philippians 4:15-16, we

see that the Philippian church sent offerings to Paul in Thessalonica twice, which would imply that

Paul was there for a longer period. We also read in 1 Thessalonians 2:9 and 2 Thessalonians 3:7-10

that he supported himself, probably by tent-making (Acts 18:3), as he was waiting for the gifts from

Philippi. And then we read in 1 Thessalonians 1:5S that most of the converts were steeped in idolatry,

so obviously many who turned to Christ were not from the synagogue. Then after three weeks of
preaching in the synagogue, Paul began ministering in another part of the city. However, the leaders

of the synagogue felt that Paul was stealing their converts, so they ran him out of town.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A15-16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A15-16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A15-16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%202%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%202%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A7-10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A7-10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A7-10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A7-10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2018%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201%3A9&version=KJV
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LIGHT ON THE WORD
The Growth of the Church

Some of the Jews of the synagogue, along with their Greek patrons, were persuaded by the
claims that Jesus was the Messiah. It is interesting to note that many upper-class women

were among the recent followers of Jesus. Due to their status in Thessalonica as free,

wealthy women, they were more independent, making it easier for them to decide to follow

Jesus without the opposition of their husbands. As a consequence, these upper-class, well-

to-do women would be able to share their resources with the new fledgling church.
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Church of God in Christ

Il. INSPIRING RESEARCH

Acts 17:10-12

Paul and Silas left Thessalonica in secret after certain jealous Jews gathered a crowd of
wicked men in order to bring them before the authorities. On arriving in Berea, they did not
deviate from their usual method but found a local synagogue. This audience was different:

nobler, or more open-minded, than the people in Thessalonica. These Jews listened to the

Gospel message with eagerness and searched the Scriptures to confirm whether it was true.

Rabbis often praised those who listened attentively and searched the Scriptures. Greek

philosophers also valued attentive, scrutinizing listeners.
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Church of God in Christ

Il. INSPIRING RESEARCH

Acts 17:10-12

The methods Paul and Silas used did not change, but they received different results in the
two cities because they were preaching to different audiences. The Thessalonicans by and
large received their message, despite some opposition. The Bereans eagerly listened and
kept a tolerant and open mind. The Gospel challenged those in the synagogue at Berea in a
positive way to research whether what Paul said was true. The apostles’ rejection in

Thessalonica did not discourage them from preaching the same message in Berea, and it

produced great results.
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Church of God in Christ

I I . I NSPI RI N G RES EARCH 10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who

coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than
ACtS 17 10'12 those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and

searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of

them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.

After the Jewish leaders of Thessalonica tried to have Paul executed, the believers in Thessalonica slipped Paul
out of the city at night. Paul and Silas had a 45-mile hike to their next destination, the city of Berea. This was
not such a prominent city, but at least the Jews here were not so prejudiced against the Gospel. The response
of the Bereans in the synagogue was quite different from those in the Thessalonian synagogue. When Paul told
them that the Messiah did not come the way they expected, they searched the Scriptures he was preaching
from. The Greek word for searched is anakrino (ah-na-KREE-no), which is the word used for judicial
investigations; in other words, they investigated, examined, and questioned critically. The Bereans were not
content to accept at face value what Paul had to say, but daily checked his words with Old Testament Scripture.
The question we can ask ourselves is, when we hear someone preach something we haven't heard before, what

is our response? Are we like the Bereans - do we carefully check Scripture to see if this is the truth?
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Church of God in Christ

I I . I NSPI RI N G RES EARCH 10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who

coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than
ACtS 17 10'12 those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and

searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of

them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.

A number of prominent Greek women believed, as did devout Jews. This is probably

underscored in both passages - in both Thessalonica and Berea, even wealthy men and
women of other ethnicities received Jesus; anyone can receive the Gospel, no matter what

socioeconomic class, no matter whether male or female.
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Church of God in Christ

lll. PROVOKING REFLECTION

Acts 17:22-25, 28
The Jews from Thessalonica travel forty-five miles southwest to Berea and manage to
incite the crowds. This forced Paul to escape by sea to Athens. While at Athens
waiting for Silas and Timothy, Paul notices the city is full of idols. So he goes about his

usual custom of proclaiming the Gospel in the synagogues and marketplace. A group

of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, confused by the claims of the Gospel message,

invites him to the Areopagus, or Mars Hill, a place where the philosophers and

intellectuals gathered to hear the newest and most innovative ideas.
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l1l. PROVOKING REFLECTION
Acts 17:22-25, 28
Paul opens his speech with a compliment to the religious sensibilities of the

people of Athens. This leads to him pointing out the inscription he noticed on

an altar: "To the unknown God" He next uses this inscription and connects it to

their ignorance of the God of the Bible. He is the unknown God who Paul will

now proclaim to them. Paul goes on to use popular quotes from poets and

philosophers of the day in order to convince them of the resurrection of Christ

and their need to repent and believe in Him.
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Church of God in Christ

I I I . PROVO KI NG RE FLECTI O N 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all

. things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
ACtS 17 . 22'251 28 with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare
| unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

The Thessalonian Jewish leaders who had chased Paul out of their city made the trip to
Berea and did the same thing there, so the Berean believers escorted Paul out of their city
and got him to Athens, presumably by boat, but Silas and Timothy stayed behind to continue

teaching the new believers in Berea.
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Church of God in Christ

I I I . PROVO KI NG RE FLECTI O N 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all

things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
ACtS 17 : 22'251 28 with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare
| unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

While Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy to catch up with him in Athens, he was making use of

every opportunity to share the Gospel. As was his custom, he used Old Jewish Scripture to convince
Jews and Gentiles in the synagogue that Jesus is the Messiah God promised to send. He also hung out
in the marketplace to discuss his faith with anyone who was interested. Athens was once the center
of its own empire. Now that the Romans ruled, it had lost its political authority, but it was still known
for its philosophers, including Plato, Socrates, and Aristotle from prior days. As a Jewish leader and an
educated Roman citizen, Paul was a very educated and intelligent man. He was used to a teaching

method that emphasized one-on-one debate, as well as the use of public debate.
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I I I . PROVO KI NG RE FLECTI O N 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all

. things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
ACtS 17 . 22'251 28 with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare
| unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

This was a forum that met to decide matters of morals or religion. Paul began his defense of
the Gospel by telling his listeners they were extremely (GK. deisiddaimon, day-cee-DIE-
mone), a word which has been translated as either religious or superstitious. This is vague in
Greek and could be taken as complimentary (religious) or derogatory (superstitious). In this

case, Paul would be complimenting them as being very devout in order to get their attention.
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Church of God in Christ

I I I . PROVO KI NG RE FLECTI O N 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all

. things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
ACtS 17 . 22'251 28 with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare
| unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

As a further bridge into their thinking, he mentions the many altars to the unknown god that
were scattered throughout the city. The Athenians had many, many idols, but just in case
they missed one, there were a number of altars dedicated to the unknown god. This concept
was introduced by a poet, Epiminedes. During a time when Athens was suffering from a
plague, he advised the rulers of Athens to sacrifice upon these altars and the plague was

subsequently stopped. Because of this, Epiminedes was considered not only a poet but a

prophet.




Lesson 12 November 23, 2025
THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS |OVE

Church of God in Christ

I I I . PROVO KI NG RE FLECTI O N 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all

. things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
ACtS 17 . 22'251 28 with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare
| unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men’s
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

Paul said that he came to introduce them to the God they did not know-the God who created everything, the

earth, the heavens, and everything on earth and in heaven. Not only is He the Creator, but also Ruler over

everything. This God is too big to be contained in any earthly building. Even King Solomon, the builder of the

first temple, acknowledged that God is too big to fit in any temple (1 Kings 8:27). And God is the one who
sustains us; He does not need anything from us! In fact, our very life and breath are a gift from Him. Here, Paul
states that what they have called the Unknown God out of ignorance is the true God. This is not an approval of
their idolatry, but an affirmation of the partial truth that was revealed to them. This sets the stage for Paul to

introduce them to the God who is the all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-present Creator of everything in

existence.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%208%3A27&version=KJV
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Church of God in Christ

I I I. P ROVO KI NG RE FLEC I IOI“ 28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
Acts 17:22-25 28 said, For we are also his offspring.
[ ] - ’

In this verse, Paul quotes two Greek poets, both pagans. This surprises many modern
Christians, who then wonder why these quotes are in our Bible. From this we can learn some
valuable lessons on how to communicate the Gospel to unbelievers. If we can connect to our

audience by quoting from sources our listeners are familiar with and that we can agree with,

we will get their attention. For instance, if we quote a phrase from a popular rap song that

has a kernel of truth in it, teens and young adults may be more willing to listen to us,
especially if that quote can lead us to an explanation of the Gospel. In both of these quotes,

Paul is showing something of the true nature of the one true God by affirming some truth

found in Athenian culture.
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Church of God in Christ

I I I. P ROVO KI NG RE FLEC I IOI“ 28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have
Acts 17:22-25 28 said, For we are also his offspring.
[ ] - ’

Paul's first quote is that "in him we live, and move, and have our being." This quote is
believed to be from Epiminedes in regards to Zeus, but Paul attributes it to Israel's God. The

Stoic philosophers agreed with Paul on this point, as they believed in divine providence. In

contrast, the Epicurean philosophers thought that the gods were too remote to be involved

in the lives of human beings, but Paul is about to proclaim that God is as near as the air we
breathe. It is only our sin that separates us from Him. Both we and the Greeks can look

around at the things that God has made, including our own selves, and see that He is very

near!




Lesson 12 November 23, 2025
THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS

¢LOVE
lll. PROVOKING REFLECTION ST Godi e

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have

Acts 17:22-25 28 said, For we are also his offspring.

The second quote from the poet Aratus tells us that we are the offspring of God. The Stoic

philosophers believed that there was a divine immanent principle in humanity, but Paul takes

it a step further. For Paul, the phrase "we are his offspring" means that God created all

humanity and we are ultimately responsible to Him. Later in the speech, Paul elaborates on

this concept and concludes with a call to account for our actions and repent.
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LIGHT ON THE WORD

Paul and the Philosophers

The philosophers took note that Paul was talking in the agora, the marketplace, about ideas
that were unfamiliar to them, and so they invited him to speak before the Areopagus (Gk.
Areios pagos, AH-ray-ose PAH-gose), a gathering of philosophers, religious leaders, and
learned men who came together regularly just to hear and exchange new thoughts on

various matters. This was a forum that met to decide matters of morals or religion.
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BIBLE APPLICATION

AlM: We will see that believers are to

evangelize in humility and faith in the work of

the Holy Spirit.
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Many times Christians are shown in the media as closed-minded and uneducated.

Although this portrayal is far from the truth, many have bought into it. This results in

many assumptions about those who share their Christian faith and the credibility of

the Gospel message. Often our faith is insulted, and we face rejection from those
around us. It is disheartening to feel as if the whole world believes the beliefs you
hold are outdated and silly. In this lesson, we are encouraged to persevere in spite of
rejection, knowing that God is the One who brings people to Him. This is what Paul

did in order to see much fruit from his labors in preaching the Gospel.
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STUDENT RESPONSES

AIM: We can know that Christians can learn that the
message of the Gospel may be rejected by those they

hope will receive it.
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STUDENT RESPONSES o

Paul used the culture of Athens to create a bridge for the Gospel. Have the class

create a list of contemporary cultural issues and religions. Next discuss the different

ways the Gospel can address each issue. Encourage the class to seek common

ground when sharing their faith in order to effectively communicate and minimize

rejection for the wrong reasons.
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P ra ye r Church of God in Christ

Jesus,

We appreciate that we can share Your Word with those who do not
know You and those who need to know You more. We rejoice in
spreading the Good News of Christ!

In the Name of Jesus, we pray.

Amen.
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Next Sunday
November 30, 2025
Lesson 13

Teaching God’s Word
Acts 18:1-11, 18-21
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