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Cricket Themed Exercise Books

• They are example of ephemera - items that were 
produced with an intended short life

• They appear to be issued between 1930 and 1936-7

• Mostly show photographs of Australian and English 
players in Ashes series

• Probably one of the least documented or recorded 
cricket cartophilic items

• They were sold Australia wide - often their promotion 
was lined up with the back to school sales

• The books are generally not branded – so the issuer is 
anonymous



Australian Sporting teams

1877 “First Cricket Test”

1899 First Rugby Union test *

1908  First Rugby League test  *

1922 First Australian Soccer Team* 

1914 First Women’s Hockey international

1922 First Men’s Hockey International

* Teams were selected from players from QLD & NSW only



1930 “The Cricket Exercise Book”



1930 “The Cricket Exercise Book”



1932 “The Test Cricketer Exercise Book”

L. E G. Ames, W E Bowes, E Paynter, G Duckworth 



1932-3 “The Cricket Exercise Book”

Ponsford Voce



1932-3 “The Cricket Exercise Book”

McCabe Wyatt



1932-3 ”The Cricket Exercise Book”

Tate Grimmett



1934 Australian Team anon



Newspaper advertisements for cricket 
exercise books



Other “The Cricket Exercise Book” issues



Other “The Cricket Exercise Book” issues



1936-7 English team



Invicta “Centenary Champions” with 
cricket

Invicta Centenary:

R Pearce (Sculler) 

Austin Robertson (Runner)

Bob Pratt (Australian Football) 

Don Bradman (Cricketer)

Noel Ryan (Swimmer) 

Charles Kingsford Smith (Aviator),

Hubert Opperman (Cycling) 

A Watson (Athlete)

Fred Woodhouse (Pole vault) 

Walter Lindrum (Billiards) 

Jack Crawford (Tennis)



Cricket notebooks and letter writing 
pads

These are also example of ephemera - items 

that were produced with an intended short life

Known examples were issued in the 1930’s and 

1940’s

Probably only a selection of what may have 

been produced.



1934 Australian team 



1936-37 Australian & English teams 
with Fixture dates



1946-47 Australian and English teams



Presentation available for download

• https://paulcircosta.com

https://paulcircosta.com/


Questions and Comments

?


