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2 Thessalonians

1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the gathering of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the
Lord Jesus the Messiah." 1:2 Grace to you and shalom from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
the Messiah.?

1:3 We are obligated always to thank God for you, brothers, as it is appropriate, because your
belief is growing abundantly and the love of each one of all of you towards one another is
increasing,® 1:4 so that, in the gatherings of God, we ourselves brag about you because of your
steadfastness and belief in the midst of all your persecutions and the afflictions which you are
enduring.*

1:5 What we have here is @ clear demonstration of God’s perfectly correct judgment so that you be
considered qualified for the Kingdom of God, for which you are indeed suffering,® 1:6 since indeed
it is justifiable for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,® 1:7 and to repay with relief you
who are being afflicted, along with us, in the revealing of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His
angeloi of power’ 1:8 in the midst of flaming fire, as He metes out justice to those who do not
know God and who do not obey the good news of our Lord Jesus.?

1:9 They will make the rightful payment of eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might,® 1:10 when he comes in that day to be glorified among those of
his who are holy and to be admired among all who believe, because our testimony to you was
believed.®

1:11 To which end also we always pray for you, that our God by means of His power will make you
worthy of His calling and will bring every desire for goodness and your work of belief to their
fullness,"" 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you will be glorified
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus the Messiah.'?

2:1 We ask you, brothers, in regard to the grand appearance of our Lord Jesus the Messiah and
our being gathered to him,' 2:2 that you not be quickly shaken from your mind and become too
excited, whether by a spirit, a message, or a letter, as if from us, to the effect that the Day of the
Lord has begun to occur.™ 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, because it does not begin to occur
unless the rebellion comes first and the Man of Lawlessness, the Son of Destruction, is
revealed,' 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship,
so as to “sit in the temple of God” by proclaiming that he himself is God.®

2:5 Do you not remember that, when | was still with you, | was saying these things to you?'” 2:6
Indeed, you know what now restrains it, so that he will be revealed in his own time.'® 2:7 For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only, the One who restrains him will do so until He is
out of the middle."® 2:8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will
destroy by the breath/spirit of his mouth and will bring to an end at the manifestation of his grand
appearance.?®

2:9 The lawless one’s grand appearance is in accord with the working of Satan with all power,
signs, and false wonders,?' 2:10 and with all deception of immorality for those who are destroyed
in return for their not embracing the love of the truth in order that they may be saved.?? 2:11 On
account of this, God is sending to them an energy of deception, so that they believe what is
false,?® 2:12 so that they all may be condemned, who do not believe the truth but instead take
pleasure in immorality.?*

2:13 We are obligated to thank God always for you, brothers, who are loved by the Lord, because
God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation in the holiness of the Spirit and your belief
in the truth,?® 2:14 to which He called you through our good news, in order to obtain the glory of
our Lord Jesus the Messiah.?®
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2:15 Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold on to the content of the teachings that have been
handed down, which you were taught, whether by spoken word or by our letter.?”

2:16 May our Lord Jesus the Messiah himself and God our Father, who loved us and gave us
eternal help and good hope by His grace,?® 2:17 help your hearts and strengthen you in every
good work and spoken word.?®

3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the message of the Lord progresses rapidly and is glorified,
as it also is for you,® 3:2 and that we may be rescued from absurd and evil men, for not all have
belief.3!

3:3 And the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.® 3:4 And
we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, because the things which we are commanding
you, you both are doing them and will do them.? 3:5 May the Lord guide your hearts towards love
for God and perseverance in the Messiah.3*

3:6 We command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, that you keep away
from every brother who walks irresponsibly and not according to the content of the teaching that
has been handed down, which you received from us.3® 3:7 You yourselves know how it is
necessary to follow our example, because we did not behave irresponsibly towards you.3¢ 3:8 And
we did not eat anyone’s bread as a gift, but, with labor and toil, we were working night and day,
so as not to be a financial burden to any of you,%” 3:9 not because we do not have the right, but
so that we could present ourselves as an example to you in order to imitate us.3®

3:10 For, indeed, when we were with you, we kept commanding you this, that if someone is not
willing to work, then let him not eat. 3:11 For we hear of some among you who are walking
irresponsibility and not working, but are acting as though they are entitled.*® 3:12 To such as
these, we give the commandment and we encourage in the Lord Jesus the Messiah, that they
work with calmness and eat their own bread.*!

3:13 Brothers, do not lose your enthusiasm for doing good.*? 3:14 Yet, if someone does not obey
our message through the letter, take note of this person and do not get tangled up with him, so
that he may learn to be respectful.*® 3:15 However, do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish
him as a brother.*

3:16 May the Lord of shalom grant you shalom through everything because of all your behavior.
The Lord be with you all.*®

3:17 A greeting with my hand, that of Paul, is a distinguishing mark in every letter. Thus | write,*6
3:18 “The grace of our Lord Jesus the Messiah be with you all.””



March 25, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
2 Thessalonians

! TTadhog kol Zihovavog ko Tipé0eog T kkAncio Oecoalovikémv év 0ed TorTpl MUAY Kol kKupi Tncod Xpiotd —
The authors of this letter are the same as those of 1 Thessalonians—Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, i.e., the apostle Paul
as his traveling companions whom he considers to be apostolic co-workers in that he trusts them with conveying the
same information about Jesus as the Jewish Messiah as clearly and correctly as he does. This is why he sent Timothy
back to Thessalonica to check on the integrity of their faith and Christianity. While it appears as though all three are the
authors of this letter, I think that we can assume that Paul; is the main author. He even includes a greeting of his own at
the end of the letter (3:17,18).

Just as the first letter was written from Corinth around A.D. 52 during Paul’s 2" major trip, this one was probably
written from the same location a little time afterwards during the same trip. The greeting is very similar, where Paul,
Silvanus, and Timothy declare that the Thessalonian Christians are located spiritually, intellectually, and morally in
God and Jesus.

The word éxkinoia in other extra-biblical contexts referring to a sub-group of a city who gathered together for a
specific purpose, where all the participants joined in the common goals of the group. It could be for social, political, or
business reasons. Here the purpose is to believe in God and Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, in order to encourage one
another in the truth of the gospel in order to enter into the Kingdom of God when Jesus returns. We learn from Acts 17
that the members of this group in Thessalonica are both Jews and Gentiles.

Therefore, to be “in” God the Father is to relate to Him as the source of one’s existence and the source of one’s
changed inwardness that has produced belief and a desire for authentic morality and eternal life from God.

To be “in” the Lord Jesus the Messiah is to associated with him as the human icon of God who provides intercession
and then salvation from God’s wrath, condemnation, and destruction for the sake of becoming a living, eternal
participant in the Kingdom of God after he returns. Thus, a sinful human being believes that Jesus is both King and
High Priest as ruler and advocate respectively.

2 x6p1g VUV Ko giprivn 4o 020D Tatpdg °[Hudv] ko kvpiov Incod Xpiotod — The two commodities which are
absolutely necessary from God for a sinful human being to reach the ultimate goal of eternal life and moral perfection
are His sovereign and independent grace that changes a person’s inwardness and causes him to be an authentic and
enduring believer in the apostolic and biblical message along with God’s promise of an eternal existence in the
Kingdom of God where life will be completely pain and suffering free among other human beings who are all morally
perfect.

Thus, grace (yapig) is God’s attitude from having chosen a person while He was formulating the entire story of human
history before He brought the creation into existence, and it is His mode of operation towards these chosen sinners to
act on their behalf even though they deserve His rejection and destruction.

Shalom (eiprjvn) is ultimately the environment of moral perfection and nothing negative in the Kingdom of God which
He has promised to Abraham and those who have belief like him.

Paul is not suggesting that these may not happen for these Christians, but is reminding them that these are kind of the
bottom line for what God is doing and will do for them to bring about His purposes for them. It is as though he is
saying, “May God continue that which He has chosen and promised to do for you.”

3 Edyopioteiv oeilopev 16 0e@d TEVTOTE TEPL DUAV, AdeAPOL, KaBDS FEWGY 5T, GTL VIepavEQVEL 1| TIGTIC DUV
Kol TAEOVALeL ) Aydnn EvOg £KGGTOV TAVTI®V VU@V €ig dAAniovg — Looking at the story of Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy in Thessalonica in Acts 17:1-9 and their first letter to the Thessalonian Christians, which they probably also
wrote from Corinth shortly before this one, the believers in that city have been under a lot of pressure and experiencing
a great deal of persecution from both Jews and Gentiles. Therefore, it is no surprise that the apostle and his co-workers
feel compelled, “under the circumstances,” to thank God for the enduring belief of the Thessalonian Christians. It is
only because of God’s grace that they still are Christians, because these authors recognize that mere human inner
fortitude is completely insufficient to cause sinful human beings to continue to believe the biblical message when they
are under such intense pressure, both from within and from without.

Indeed, Paul understands that the Thessalonians’ belief in God and love for one another is growing, that their
understanding of God’s truth is increasing as they presumedly continue to review over and over that which Paul and his
co-workers had taught them, which is leading to their appreciating each other for the support which they are able to
give one another—physically, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually—under such difficult circumstances.
Because Paul and his friends love the Thessalonian Christians and recognize they are powerless to change them and
cause them to become bona fide believers who persevere in their belief, they also acknowledge that they are morally
obligated (6¢eilouev) always to thank God for their faith and obedience, which they are certainly glad to do.

It is important to recognize that his moral obligation has no negative connotation, that, for example, it is not something
sterile or emotionless. Instead, it is in the midst of God’s having given them the desire to do what is good and right as
He has been working within them through His Holy Spirit and that this desire and their sense of obligation comes
ultimately from His grace and independent actions towards them. This will become clearer in the rest of chapter 1 of 2
Thessalonians.

Romans 1:14 I am under obligation (d@eldétng eiui) both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish.
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Romans 8:12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation (6@eiléton écpev), not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh.

4 Hote avTOLg UGS v DUV TEyKkavyaotol év Taig ékkAnoicig ToD 00D VTEP THS DTONOVAC VUMV KOl TIoTEMG £V
Aol 101¢ Srwyuoig VUMV kol taig OAiyeowy aig "dvéxesOe — The result of what God is miraculously doing in the
Thessalonians’ lives is that Paul can genuinely brag, i.e., give God all the credit, in Corinth for the endurance of their
belief, when, from a human standpoint, it makes sense that they would have given up on God and Christianity long ago
because of the level of persecution and hardship they are enduring in Thessalonica. But this is one of the most
important aspects of Christians who are truly authentic in their belief, that through God’s protective grace and power
they can hold on to the value of the promise of God’s mercy and eternal life under even the most extreme and difficult
circumstances.

This is Paul’s important point in Romans 5:3-5, “5:3 Not only this, but we also boast in our afflictions, because we
know that affliction produces perseverance, 5:4 and perseverance produces clear evidence, and clear evidence produces
waiting confidently. 5:5 And waiting confidently will not result in being ashamed, because God’s love has been poured
out in our hearts in the manner of the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

3 gvderypo g Sikaiog kpiceng ToD 00D £ig 1O KaTaElmBTHvoL DUAC THS Poctieitg ToD 00D, VIEp Mg kKol TAoKETE
Only use of évderypo in the NT. The word évdei€ig is used 4x. Both mean demonstration, proof, or sign of something
and are derived from §eixvop = to point out, show, make known.

Phil. 1:28 in no way alarmed by your opponents — which is a sign (évdei&ic) of destruction for them, but of salvation
for you, and that too, from God.

Rom. 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, THAT I MIGHT
DEMONSTRATE (évéei&wpor) MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.”

The word kato&iéw seems to mean to be considered worthy and not just to be worthy, which is to say that someone is
observing and evaluating the worthiness of someone or something.

Acts 5:41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy
(xatn&udenoav) to suffer shame for His name.

I think that the context indicates that Paul views the persecution of the Thessalonian Christians by hostile unbelievers,
the Christians’ enduring belief in the midst of persecution and hardship, along with the future “judgment” of both
unbelievers that results in their eventual destruction and believers that results in eternal life and their being glorified as
a clear demonstration of His perfect and correct judgment of all human beings.

Paul is encouraging the Thessalonians that the purpose of their suffering at the hands of others and their belief in God
has a future, eternal purpose—that they will be considered fit and qualified for entrance into the eternal Kingdom of
God.

Thus, God has promised to save from condemnation those whom He has chosen and to condemn and destroy those
whom He has not. In the case the former, God causes those whom He has chosen to persevere in their belief, especially
in the face of circumstances which naturally could crush people’s belief, because enduring belief through suffering is
what God has laid down as the necessary human requirement for eternal salvation and life. In the case of the latter
group of people, God causes those whom He has not chosen to ignore and disregard Him throughout their entire lives
and even persecute those whom He has chosen. Both kinds of people are part of God’s story which He is telling
through the creation. This is in line with Paul’s Potter and the Clay analogy in Romans 9.

Paul also points out that the Thessalonians would not be experiencing such hardship in their lives if they were not
Christians. Thus, their suffering is for the purpose of giving God the opportunity to exhibit His just nature in
conformance with His promises towards those whom He has chosen and towards those whom He has not chosen.
Paul’s use of the concept of worthy does not mean that people actually earn God’s eternal mercy. Here, worthy has
only the sense of people doing that which qualifies them and makes them fit for God’s salvation because of God’s
grace. The fulfill the condition which God has placed upon sinners to gain eternal life, which is a changed heart that
demonstrates and reveals itself through belief in and pursuing of moral obedience to God.

The Kingdom of God is God’s end-game for the entire creation, a future realm in which Jesus of Nazareth will rule and
govern not only as God’s proxy, like David or Solomon, but also as the icon of God within the creation, i.e., God
manifesting Himself in the creation as a human being. There will be two stages to this kingdom. The first is the
millennial kingdom of Revelation 20, and the second is the new earth of Revelation 21.

cf. 2 Peter 3:8,9 — “3:8 But do not let this one thing escape you, beloved, that one day for the Lord is as a thousand years
and a thousand years as one day. 3:9 The Lord of promise is not “delaying” as some think of delay, but He is being
patient toward you. He does not desire some of you [us?] to be destroyed but for all to make progress in repentance.”
Here we see that Peter expresses the same concept of God’s patiently waiting for unbelievers to change their minds and
be saved while also causing authentic believers to endure difficult times in order that they may develop even more
mature and settled belief so that they are more steadfast in their inner commitment to the biblical truth and to God.

% gimep dikaov Topd Bed Gviamodovvor Toic OAIBovey dudg Ay — God’s very nature of being a just and
righteous God requires that people who ignore and disregard Him their entire lives receive the consequence (that which
they earn and deserve) of their rebellion, the “affliction” (6Alywv) of temporary punishment proportionate to their sin
and finally eternal destruction (cf. v 9, 2 Peter 3, and Revelation 20). Therefore, it is not only right that God fulfills His
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promise of eternal life to those whom He has chosen, such as the Thessalonian believers. It is also right that He
exercises His justice and condemnation towards those who rebel against Him all their lives. Thus, He “repays” each
kind of person according to their spiritual orientation.

The word avtamododvan is a business term referring to paying someone with money for the worth or value of their
work. In this case, those who do that which is evil deserve the just payment of eternal destruction.

Luke 14:14 and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay (&vtanododvai) you; for you will be
repaid (&vtamododroetar "ydp cot) at the resurrection of the righteous.

7 ko DUiv Toig OAPouEvoLg Gvesty ued NUAV, év TR GmokaAdyel ToD kupiov INcod &n’ ovpavod et GyyEmv
Suvapeng avtod —

The word dveoig means rest or relief from an unpleasant situation. It is the opposite of 8Aiyig = affliction.

2Cor. 2:13 I had no rest (dveorv) for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I went on to
Macedonia.

2Cor. 8:13 For this is not for the ease (&veowv) of others and for your affliction (6Aty1ig), but by way of equality.

Here “from heaven” most likely means the same as in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, that Jesus comes from his location “above’
the earth so to speak, which means from some other place besides the earth, because he is not now on the earth. It also
may imply that he comes “from God,” which is to say, at His command. As I argue below, I think that “His angels of
power” are God’s mighty theophanies.

Three options for “His angeloi of power” — 1) God’s conventional angels who accompany Jesus from “heaven” and
help destroy the Man of Lawlessness and his army on the land of Israel; 2) human beings who were believers in history
and have either died and been resurrected or are alive and raised off the earth to meet Jesus when he returns and who
fight with Jesus against the Man of Lawlessness and his army and destroy them, thus being Jesus’ “angels” or
messengers (as the word means); 3) God’s manifestations of Himself as in the OT, including Jesus who is the icon of
God, and that demonstrate and employ the transcendent power of God so as to destroy His enemies and bring about His
kingdom with Jesus as its king.

This is like the message of the Mosaic Covenant which was dramatically communicated in the midst of the various and
multiple theophanies of thunder, lightning, thick cloud, and a loud trumpet sound, i.e., the manifestations of Yahweh as
the transcendent Creator using natural, created elements that were familiar to the Israelites (cf. Exodus 19:16).
Therefore, #3. This is in line with Stephen’s description of God’s aid to Moses as a leader of Israel in Acts 7:35 “This
Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler
and a deliverer with the help [lit. hand] of the angel [God’s theophany and therefore God] who appeared to him in the
thorn bush.”

Likewise, Acts 7:53 “you who received the law as ordained by angels (eig Siatayog (Stutdoocn) dyyélov), and yet did
not keep it.”

Gal. 3:19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels (Siaxtayeig
(Bratdoon) du dyyélmv) by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.
cf. Acts 13:48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as
had been appointed to eternal life (6ot Aoav tetayuévol (tdocm) gig Loy aidviov) believed.

Hebrews 2:2 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just penalty,

Genesis 16:7 Now the angel of Yahweh found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to
Shur. 8 He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from and where are you going?” And she said, “I am
fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.” 9 Then the angel of Yahweh said to her, “Return to your mistress, and
submit yourself to her authority.” 10 Moreover, the angel of Yahweh said to her, “I will greatly multiply your
descendants so that they will be too many to count.”

Genesis 21:17 God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is
the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.

Genesis 22:11 But the angel of the Yahweh called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.”

Genesis 22:15 Then the angel of the Yahweh called to Abraham a second time from heaven,

Genesis 24:7 “The Yahweh, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my birth,
and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,” He will send His angel
before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there.

Genesis 31:11 “Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,” and I said, ‘Here I am.’

Exodus 3:2 The angel of the Yahweh appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and
behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.

Exodus 14:19 The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them.

Numbers 22:31 Then the Yahweh opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Yahweh standing in the way
with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground.

Judges 2:1 Now the angel of the Yahweh came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up out of Egypt
and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you,
[many times in the book of Judges]
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Judges 6:22 When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Yahweh, he said, “Alas, O Lord Yahweh! For now I have
seen the angel of the Yahweh face to face.”

Thus, option #3 seems the best. That just as God Himself appeared to and was present with the Israelites during their
journey through the wilderness, and just as He appeared to Moses and them on Mt. Sinai with powerful displays of His
might, God will manifest Himself through Jesus and the power He gives him and His physical manifestations within
the created reality to destroy the enemies of Israel when Jesus returns. Thus, these are God’s angels or messengers, i.e.,
His powerful angeloi, not Jesus’ or his powerful angeloi.

God’s just nature also requires that those whom He has chosen and who display genuine belief in the present realm due
to His inner work receive the “consequence” and “compensation” (that which is given strictly by grace) of their
authentic belief—rest and relief from the hard work of enduring in their belief through being harassed and attacked by
unbelievers. These true believers will accompany the apostles and apostolic workers such as Paul, Silvanus, and
Timothy past the final judgment into eternal life when Jesus returns as the Messiah along with God’s “angeloi” who are
God Himself in various ways with Jesus who are all destroying God’s enemies.

Although Paul does not make it clear to his readers exactly who are these angeloi, I have suggested above that option
#3 is correct, these are like the smoking oven and the flaming torch of Genesis 15. They will be multiple manifestations
of Yahweh to aid the Messiah in disposing of his enemies on earth when he returns. But if this is compared with
Matthew 24:31,36 — “31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other...36 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone,” then Paul here in 2 Thessalonians is talking about something
different from what Jesus is talking about in the Olivet Discourse. Jesus speaks of conventional angels whose
responsibility at the end of the present time before the millennial kingdom will be to help gather believers, both dead
and alive, and then at the end of the millennial kingdom to help gather unbelievers, both dead and alive (cf. 1
Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4; Revelation 19,20). Or it could be that Jesus is speaking of multiple manifestations or
effects of God and His Spirit to resurrect dead believers and raise living believers from the earth to meet Jesus when he
returns.

8 gv mupl LOYSC, T186vTog £xdiknoV TOlG UT 18001V BEOV KO TOIC UH "OTOKOVOVGLY TA eVOYYEAI® TOD KLpiov
fiudv Incod — Psalm 104:4 He makes the winds His messengers (117717 11;3‘??_3) (Gryy€hovg odToD TVEVROTOL),

flaming fire His ministers (m;b UN 1’2]7!.77?3) (ovg Aertovpyotg avTod TOP EAEYOV).
Revelation 1:14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire (o1
0@OOALOL COTOD MG PAOE TVPOG).

Revelation 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire (6
Exmv 100G 0QO0ALOVS °aToD Mg "PAdYa Tupog), and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire (o1 8¢ 6@6aApol ad0tod °[dg] EAOE
nupdg), and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.
13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp
sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine
press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

Therefore, “in the midst of flaming fire” refers to God’s actions of judgment and destruction of those who oppose Him,
both the Man of Lawlessness and his army on the land of Israel and all unbelievers at the Great White Throne
Judgment. Even the former will take place with “fire” as stated in the OT by Isaiah 66:15 For behold, Yahweh will
come in fire and His chariots like the whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire (¢v
@AoY1 Toupdg). 16 For Yahweh will execute judgment by fire and by His sword on all flesh, and those slain by Yahweh
will be many.

This is similar to Isaiah 26:11 O Yahweh, Your hand is lifted up yet they do not see it. They see Your zeal for the
people and are put to shame Indeed, fire will devour Your enemies.

And it seems best to interpret both Isaiah 26 and Isaiah 66 as referring to the millennial kingdom and its inception.
Jesus as one of God’s powerful “angeloi” will produce a destroying effect like that of fire on the earth when they all
exercise God’s justice and destroy those who have refused to recognize God as their transcendent Creator and Ruler,
mostly by having rejected Jesus as the Messiah and God’s central figure within the creation. Putting together the data
from books such as Joel (and other OT prophets) and Revelation, the immediate enemies of God when Jesus returns
will be the Man of Lawlessness (still to be discussed in 2 Thessalonians 2) and his army who invade Israel and create a
massive amount of havoc among the Jews living on their land given them by God. Jesus with the rest of God’s
manifestations of His judging and destructive power will destroy this man and the army.

There are two options for what Paul means by “those who do not know God...” 1) He could be including, while not
providing all the details of, the final Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20 where unbelievers will experience
measured punishment and eternal destruction from God. Or 2) He could be referring to only the Man of Lawlessness
and his armies who are destroyed on the land of Israel after invading it.

But it is clear from v. 9, that Jesus’ enemies will also experience the second resurrection of Revelation 20 and its Great
White Throne Judgment. In other words, Paul could very well be focused on Jesus’ return and God’s judgment even
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through fire of His enemies, whom he destroys on the land of Israel when he returns, both Jews and Gentiles, but
eventually complete destruction for them occurs at the end of the millennial kingdom. I think that #2 this makes the
most sense. Thus, God will judge and destroy the invading armies on the land of Israel and then they will experience
eternal condemnation at the Great White Throne Judgment. Then, by inference, those who are persecuting the
Thessalonian Christians will be condemned and destroyed in the end too.

And Paul is referring specifically to those in NT times, like the people in Thessalonica, both Jews and Gentiles, who
are persecuting his readers, who, even after Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy made it clear to them during their initial visit
and in the local synagogue as well as in the rest of the city, have rejected the message of Jesus as Messiah, King, and
Priest, who is willing to intercede on their behalf.

The word éxdikno1g here refers to justice of a condemning nature and not of a forgiving and merciful nature. Notice
how in the following verse Luke 18:7 the word refers to both (I think).

Luke 18:7 now, will not God bring about justice (o0 un wowjon v ékdiknov) for His elect who cry to Him day and
night, and will He delay long over them.

? oltiveg Siknv Ticovowy "BAeBPOV OIOVIOV ATO TPOGHTOL TOD KVPIOL kel Gd The SOENS THE 1o)YV0g avTOD —

This is the only use of the word tivw in the NT, and it means to pay or undergo the payment of something that one
owes another person. In this case, it is the payment that unbelievers owe God’s justice.

The end effect of Jesus’ and the angeloi’s destruction of God’s and his enemies, who have invaded Israel and who are
unbelievers their whole lives, will be eternal where the destruction will take place as a result of the The Great White
Throne Judgment as described in Revelation 20. The initial awesome display of power by Jesus will be on the basis of
his role as the Son of God and ruler within the creation, because he is God’s proxy according to the Davidic Covenant.
These people who receive God’s justice will miss out on being in Jesus’ presence for all eternity, which itself will be an
environment of a powerful kind that constantly produces an awe-inspiring effect in his subjects because of just how
wonderful it will be.

The word 6Aedpog comes from the vb. Aot from which also dréAlvp comes and they all have to do with
destruction.

1Cor. 5:5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction (6Aebpov) of his flesh, so that his spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

1Th. 5:3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction (6Aebpov) will come upon them suddenly like
labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.

1Tim. 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which
plunge men into ruin and destruction (6Aebpov).

10 8oy €00M EvBoEaicOfivar év 1ol oyiolg adToD Kol Bavpacdfivor v TEcIV 1ol "TIGTEVeoLY, §TL "EmeTevNdn 1O
uopTUPLOV MUV €@ VUaC, &v Th Muépq £xeivn — Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in his first letter that believers who
have died before Jesus’ return will be raised from the dead, and believers who are still alive will rise up from the earth
to meet Jesus above it (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18). He also wrote that no one knows the exact day in which this will
happen.

Here, Paul is saying that Jesus will realize the fullness of the glory which God has planned for him when he returns
and establishes the Kingdom of God, ruling over the Jews on the land of Israel and over the Gentiles in the rest of the
world. In addition, the emotional and intellectual response of believers to Jesus’ appearance will be one of awe,
because they will express a sense of wonder, admiration, and excitement at seeing him in his glory as the ruler of the
creation in the midst of their being resurrected from the dead or lifted off the earth and acquiring their immortal bodies.
Paul also says that this will happen because people will have believed what he and his co-workers have been
communicating about Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. It is this effect that is the condition which sinful human beings
must meet to enter the Kingdom of God and which will become clear at Jesus’ return when only believers are raised
from the dead or lifted alive from the earth to meet him in the air.

1 Eic 6 kol Tpocevyduedo TavTote Tept VUMY, tvo Dpac GEIMoTn Thg KAHoEnS 6 020 MUAY KoL "TANPOGY TEoAV
evdokiav dyadncivng kol épyov mictemg €v duvduel — On the basis of the Thessalonian Christians’ belief in the
message that Paul proclaimed to them, he prays for their eternal salvation, that they will endure in their belief in the
midst of their suffering the affliction of persecution in their city.

Two options for a&iwon — 1) evaluative meaning on God’s part, that He will count them worthy of eternal life, or 2)
causative meaning on God’s part, that He will make them worthy of eternal. I think that the phrase év duvdpel = “by
means of His power” leads in the direction of #2.

This prayer on their behalf by Paul is for God to use His power to cause these Christians to finish and bring to
completion the work of belief and obedience authentically, which has come about by His summoning them to believe
in Him and has made this happen by working within them in their inwardness so that they are authentic believers and
followers of Jesus as the Messiah.

And this will involve two elements—

The first has two options — 1) that God will bring all the desires that these Thessalonian Christians have for biblical
morality to a point of fullness and completion by granting them moral perfection in eternal life when they are either
resurrected from death or lifted off the earth when Jesus returns, or 2) that God will cause their existential desires for
moral goodness to result in existential goodness during their lives, which is not a theological reality, but is still an
appropriate thing for all Christians to shoot for.
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The second also has two options — 1) that God will bring all the actions grounded in authentic belief to a point of
fullness and completion by granting them eternal life and morally perfect bodies, or 2) that God will bring about the
choice of belief at every moment in their lives on earth. And both of these elements will exist for the Thessalonian
Christians by virtue of God’s powerfully working within them to cause them to persevere in their faith and biblical
inwardness.

I am inclined to think in the context of v. 12 that in both cases above #1 is correct, that Paul assumes they have a desire
for goodness and genuine belief within them because of the authenticity of their Christianity and that works itself out in
how they live their lives with as much moral obedience to God as possible and that will result in the eventual fullness
and completion of their Christian existences which will be eternal life and salvation from the punishment of
destruction.

12 8nog £v8otasoi O Gvopa Tod kKupiov AUAY Incod T &v Hulv, Kol DUEIC £V adTd, KoTd THY XGptv T0D 820D AUV
kol kvpiov Inood Xpiotod — The end goal of God’s work in the Thessalonians at the reappearance of the Messiah is
that Jesus and his role as the King and High Priest will find a genuine element of being shown to be magnificent by the
Thessalonians’ living lives of the desire to do what is good and to believe in God to the end of their lives, and the
Thessalonians will find the same kind of element of being shown to be magnificent by God’s changing them into
immortal and morally perfect beings as a result of their belief in Jesus and in accord with Jesus” own immortal body.
Paul indicates that this will all occur by virtue of God’s sovereign, independent, and loving action towards them, which
found its expression through Jesus’ willingness to suffer and die for them.

The “name” of Jesus refers to all for which he stands and does. He is God’s icon in the creation. He is the king of
God’s creation, especially of the eternal creation of the next realm. He is the high priest who mediates on behalf of
sinful human beings who have authentic belief in God and in him. He is the general who leads God’s armies against
His and the Jews’ enemies on earth and destroys them.

B Epotdpev 8¢ duac, dehpol, vmep THg mapovsiog Tod kupiov °Nudv Incod Xpiotod Kol MUAV ETcuvaynyhg én’
ovtov — In keeping with Paul’s thinking in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 that, whether Christians die and are resurrected when
Jesus visits the earth and makes his grand appearance as the king of Israel and the world (ropovoia) or they are alive
when Jesus returns and, therefore, raised up off the earth, both groups will meet him at this time in human history.
Thus, they encourage (“we ask” — Epwtduev) the Thessalonian Christians to hold on to the truth until this happens and
to do so with the correct eschatology in mind where Paul will highlight the appearance and role of the Man of
Lawlessness as that which will be the telling sign that Jesus’ return is imminent.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the grand
appearance/visitation (rapovoia) of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

4 gl 10 uN Taxéng calevdivon pag Gmd Tod voog Tunde Bpoeichot, prite Sié TVEVHKTOG uiTe Sl Adyou prte S
EMGTOAG WG S MUAV, wg 6T1 Evéotnkev N Nuépa toD “kupiov — Two options for what Paul means by évéotnkev 0
Nuépa toH "kupiov, 1) that Jesus has returned and these Thessalonian Christians believe that for some unknown reason
they missed out on acquiring eternal life so that they are now worried that they will not obtain eternal life, or 2) that
Jesus’ return is so imminent and has begun to occur that these Thessalonian Christians have stopped living life the way
they should, i.e., responsibly and maybe even morally, so that they are simply waiting around for Jesus’ return to occur
and they will segue into eternal life.

If #1, then being “quickly shaken from your mind” and “alarmed” would be appropriate translations of catevdfivar and
Opoeichan respectively, meaning that these Christians have adopted a different intellectual understanding from what
Paul had initially taught them to the effect that the time between Jesus’ first and second appearances will be a long one,
and they have now become afraid they have “lost” their salvations.

If #2, then being “quickly shaken from your mind” and “stirred up” or “inwardly excited” or “too excited” would be the
right translations of caAgv6fivor and 8poeichon respectively, meaning that these Christians have adopted a different
intellectual understanding from what Paul had initially taught them to the effect that the time between Jesus’ first and
second appearances will be a long one and they have become so excited that Jesus is about to return that their emotions
have made them act in an irresponsible say, similar to what Paul has to say to this same community of believers in 1
Thessalonians 5:14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient
with everyone.

Thus, we know that some of the Thessalonian Christians are already prone to laziness and irresponsibility, which is
what Paul will address in this letter in chapter 3 — 2 Thessalonians 3:6 “Now we command you, brethren, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the
tradition which you received from us... 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing
no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to
work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.” This is similar to what Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 4:10-12 “But we
urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own
business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, 12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders
and not be in any need.”

It would obviously shake the Thessalonian Christians to their core if Jesus returned and they did not rise from the earth
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to meet him. It would mean that God had not considered them authentic believers and “worthy” of the “consequence”
of His grace and eternal mercy and life. From what Paul says about “whether by a spirit, a message, or a letter, as if
from us”, there were people pretending to be Paul and his companions who could or even had already written a letter to
the Thessalonians declaring that they had missed Jesus’ return (as if he had, too?). This return Paul is calling “the Day
of the Lord” (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:1,2 —5:1 Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you do not need for us to
write to you, 5:2 because you yourselves correctly know that the Day of the Lord is coming like a thief in the night
[subjectively for those who are unwilling to recognize the obvious signs].

Cf. Joel 2:31 — The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome Day of the
Lord comes). The “Day of the Lord” refers to the events whereby God doles out His anger and justice on people who
deserve it, starting with the Jews and their enemies who have invaded their land to subjugate and even destroy them
(resulting in their eventual disappearance from existence at the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20).

Cf. Isaiah 13 where God calls the “Day of the Lord” the end of the Babylonian Empire when it was conquered by the
Medes in 539 B.C.

But it makes more sense in the context of chapter 3 that the problem is #2, that these Christians have become so excited
that Jesus is about to return that they have stopped living life responsibly with regard to their making a living for
themselves. They have become busybodies, relying on others for their needs, and simply waiting for Jesus to return
soon!

éviotnu — 1. To take place as an event, be here, be at hand, arrive, come; 2) to be present as condition or thing at the
time of speaking, be now, happen now; 3) to be about to occur, w. connotation of threatening, be imminent, be
impending, be upon us. It is the last meaning #3 that makes the most sense here.

Galatians 1:4 “who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age (éx 100 ‘ai®vog
100 évest®10g"), according to the will of our God and Father.” Here, #2 makes the most sense.

2 Timothy 3:1 “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come (¢votiicovton).” The future tense is
helpful, indicating #1.

I3 M1 11g dpbg eEamation kote pndévo tpdémov. GTL €6v i EA6N N dmocTacio TPATOV Kol GTOKOAVEOT O
&vepwmog Thg "dvouiog, 0 viog Thg dnwleiag — As if the Thessalonians are not experiencing enough of mankind’s
rebellion against God by suffering great persecution, Paul says that the way that they will be able to recognize that
Jesus’ return is imminent and about to occur is by “the rebellion” arising. This most likely refers to the entire
movement and activities of the Man of Lawlessness who will demonstrate himself to be one of the (if not the) most evil
human beings in all history as he targets the Jews on their land of Israel to subjugate them and eventually destroy them
before. In other words, as much as it is hard to believe, this man will be more evil that Hitler or Stalin.

Thus, Paul says that this rebellion against God will involve one person, the Man of Lawlessness, who will become
well-known for how he positions himself within humanity. He is the Man of Lawlessness because he is purely evil and
opposed to all biblical morality, whether it is defined in the moral commandments within the Mosaic Covenant or
outside the covenant and in the rest of the Bible. Paul also calls him the Son of Destruction, either because he will be
out to destroy all his enemies, especially God’s chosen people the Jews, or because he and his armies who invade Israel
will be destroyed when God executes His justice and condemnation towards them during Jesus’ return and parousia.
My guess is that the first option is correct as he will seek to destroy the people of God, the Jews, and all followers of
Jesus (cf. Revelation 13,16-18). Thus, he is the very personification of destruction—causing as much of it among the
Jews as possible, just as Jesus is the Son of Life, who brings the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel and eternal life to
the Jews and all other believers among the Gentiles too.

This is probably the same man as Gog who comes from Magog in Ezekiel 38 & 39. God raises him up and drags him
and his army into Israel only to glorify Himself by destroying them all.

Cf. Joshua 22:22, “The God of gods, Yahweh, the God of gods, Yahweh, He knows. And Israel will know. If it was in
rebellion (T7A270N) (i év drootacia), or if it was in rebellion (\ 53\@;_53!) against Yahweh, then do not save us
this day.”

Cf. John 17:12, “While I was with them, I kept them in Your name, which You have given me. And not one of them
experienced destruction except the son of destruction (6 viog Tfig drwAeiag), in order that the scripture would be
fulfilled. ”

Acts 5:38 “So in the present case, I say to you, stay away from these men and let them alone (&rxdéctnte Gno TdOV
AvOpdTOV ToVTOV Kol "deete avtovg), for if this plan or action is of men, it will be overthrown.”

1 Timothy 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith (&rocticovrai tiveg
Tfg micTemg), paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.

2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are
His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness (&rootitem éno &dikiag).”
Hebrews 3:12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the
living God (¢v 1® @mostiivon &no 60D {®VTOG).

166 Gvtikeinevog Kol VTePaPOUeEVOS ETL T VTO AeyOpevov Bedv T o€Bacpa, HoTe AdTOV €lg TOV VOOV TOD B0 T
KaBicon amodetkvivia Eavtov 011 €otiv Bedg — Most likely from his discussions with the other apostles about Jesus’
Olivet Discourse, Paul was aware that the temple would soon be destroyed and that his return was far in the future. He
would also be aware of Ezekiel 38 and that a great earthquake will occur when Gog and his army invade Israel, thus
probably destroying Jerusalem to a great extent that would include a major building such as the temple if it existed.

9



March 25, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
2 Thessalonians

Therefore, when Paul says that the rebellion will become obvious as demonstrated by one person who not only “sits in
the temple of God” but also claims to be God, this “sitting in the temple of God” must be metaphorical considering that
the temple will probably not be rebuilt until after Jesus’ return.

Therefore, Paul is using an idiomatic expression to say that this man will definitely consider himself so great that
everyone should basically worship him and follow him and his leadership if they want to stay alive. He will portray
himself as the greatest force in existence and completely capable of taking care of people and of annihilating people if
he so chooses. And there will be such a large group of people, even Jews, who do this that he is able to raise an army
and invade Israel to subjugate the Jews, only for him to be destroyed by God at Jesus’ return.

It is hard to see this happening in this secular and atheistic world, or at least in a world where religions either shun the
very idea of a transcendent Creator or make false claims about the Creator God. Therefore, if it happens in our time,
this man will claim phenomenal grandeur as his nature and right—that he is godlike and the greatest force in existence.
This will be human, sinful, grandiosity at its maximum. Perhaps he comes from another religion and yet claims some
sort of God status—Ilike a great prophet and spokesman for God.

Considering all the information in the book of Daniel and the other prophets, the rebellion and the Man of Lawlessness
will be centered in the Middle East, most likely arising somehow out of the Islamic environment that exists there
currently. He will be very much like Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Seleucid king who set up a statue of Zeus in the
Jewish temple in December, 168 B.C., but his antipathy towards God and the Jews will go way beyond that of
Antiochus so that he will eventually seek to destroy the Jews which will trigger the grand appearance of Jesus.

Cf. Daniel 11:36 “Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will
speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is
decreed will be done... 45 “He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy
Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”

These two verses follow immediately after statements regarding Antiochus IV Epiphanes so that they appear to be
referring to him. But it makes more sense to assign them to the Man of Lawlessness and Beast of Revelation just before
Jesus’ return.

1700 uvnuovevete 811 11 "OV TPOC Vudg Tardto "EAeyov Huiv — Paul now switches to the first person singular to
allow the focus to be more on himself as the actual apostle, who is being accompanied by his traveling companions
who are his apostolic co-workers. Paul reminds his readers that he authoritatively taught them all these things when he
first passed through Thessalonica from Philippi to Berea a relatively short time before (perhaps a year and a half). Paul
wrote his first letter to the Thessalonians approximately one year after having been in that city. Because the co-authors
of this letter are listed as the same as those of 1 Thessalonians, perhaps he wrote this letter fairly soon afterwards, even
while still in Corinth during the 18 months that they spent there (cf. Acts 18). It may, indeed, make sense that Paul,
Silvanus, and Timothy decided to write this particular letter just before they left Corinth and headed to Jerusalem,
thinking that one more piece of encouragement would be handy before they travel so far away, especially in the light of
the Thessalonians’ misunderstanding the timing and signs of the parousia of Jesus.

But by virtue of what Paul says, “Do you not remember...?”, it would seem that unfortunately the Thessalonian
Christians have forgotten what he (and Timothy later) had taught them regarding the details of Jesus’ parousia, because
they are definitely missing the important piece of the Man of Lawlessness.

This informs us that we too can easily forget our previously learned theology and should keep our noses in the Bible so
as the remind ourselves constantly of all that we can know about God and his plans and purpose so as to keep ourselves
encouraged in the midst of life and its ups and downs.

18 o viv 10 kaTéyov oidarte €ic 10 dmokaAvEOFVOL adTOV v 1) "Eavtod Kopd — Taking the neuter 10 kotéxov
with the masculine 0 katéxwv, the only interpretation that makes sense in terms of both what and who is restraining the
rebellion (“it) against God from occurring so that eventually the Man of Lawlessness (“he”) will be revealed is God
Himself and His patience towards the Jews, granting them more time to repent of their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah
and gain His eternal mercy and life.

God’s patience is what the “time and times and half a time” in Revelation 12:14 mean where Israel is scattered and
protected by God from Satan’s destroying them between the 1% and 2°¢ appearances of Jesus. Therefore, when God is
ready, after His patience has run out, and “in [the Man of Lawlessness’] own time,” i.e., when it is divinely appropriate,
this man and his rebellion that will be the height of evil will appear in history to bring about the Great and Terrible Day
of the Lord and God’s final judgment on the Jews before Jesus parousia and grand appearance as King and Savior of
Israel.

1970 yéaip poostipiov #dn évepyeiton T dvopiog Lévov 6 kotéxov dpt éog ¢k pécov yévnton — “Mystery” in the
NT is a tricky word. It does not refer to something that is irrational. It simply would not make sense for it to do so,
because God, His truth, and even the ability for human beings to be able to know truthful ideas about Him are all
clearly portrayed in the Bible as rational. Instead, it makes more sense that “mystery” refers to something or someone
that has not yet been physically revealed within God’s story or that people are not willing to embrace even while the
evidence is clear and right in front of them. Thus, once either God writes it into the story or people willingly face into
the truth, then it is no longer a “mystery.” In line with this, in the context of “in accord with the activity of Satan,” it
also refers to his secret agenda to destroy the Jews and God’s plans for them that include the Messiah and becoming the
“great nation” of God’s promise of Genesis 12:1-3. So Satan has enlisted a cadre of followers that is not small but
extends throughout the world, powerful men and women, both in high positions and in low positions of society,
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whether financially and/or politically, down through human history who have been willing to pursue his agenda with
him, even if they are consciously unaware of their following him. Thus, their rebellion against God extends beyond
their plain, ordinary, daily sin as they embrace Satan’s lies and deceptions wholeheartedly for the purpose of his goals
of destroying both the Jews as a social nation and genuine believers of both Jewish and Gentile descent. Cf. Revelation
12.

Thus, because this one person, the “Son of Destruction,” will be revealed by God, Paul can call him and his profound
evil of wanting to destroy the Jews a “mystery,” i.e., a secret that has been revealed in the Old Testament as in Ezekiel
38-39 and is not yet completely obvious, and say that it is already at work. In other words, the ultimate human evil and
rebellion against God that this person will demonstrate, especially by working to destroy God’s chosen people, both the
Jews and all believers in Jesus, is already present to some degree in the world. And this “mystery” of evil will continue
until it culminates in the activities of the Man of Lawlessness and Jesus returns and destroys him and his efforts. In
addition, people are even now willingly buying into the lies of Satan and being deceived by him. So just as there will be
a “Beast” empowered by Satan at the end of God’s judgment of the Jews (cf. Revelation 13), i.e., this Man of
Lawlessness, there are beasts now who are oppressing Jews and Christians (cf. Revelation 12). This means that we can
look at events in history such as the Assyrian and Babylonian destructions of the two kingdoms of Jews midway or so
through the millennium before Jesus’ first appearance, then the Inquisition in the Middle Ages, the Holocaust in Europe
during World War 11, the persecution and execution of Christians in various parts of the world over the last two
thousand years, etc. as the “mystery of lawlessness” that is “already at work.” But there will be a final push by Satan to
destroy God’s people, and it will look almost as though he is going to succeed, and then Jesus with God’s “mighty
angeloi in flaming fire” (2 Thessalonians 1:7,8) will appear and destroy the Man of Lawlessness and his armies.

Paul also says that there is the “One who is holding back” (6 xatéxmv) this evil man, but only until this “One”
himself/itself “is out of the middle” (&pti €wg éx péosov yévnran). Again, this most reasonably is a reference to God
Himself, His sovereign rule over the story of creation, and His patience towards the Jews, waiting for them to repent of
their rejection of Jesus (cf. 2 Peter 3). Paul is saying that as soon as God decides, in the midst of this story which He is
telling and that we are a part of, and He runs out of patience, He will complete His judgment of the Jews. He will take
Himself out of the middle between the Jews and their enemies so as the allow the latter to invade their land and
potentially destroy them by literally coming into physical contact with them through the invading armies. Thus, it will
be time for, first, the most ruthless leader of all in the Middle East to arise and mistreat the Jews in Israel and, then, the
Messiah to return and destroy this evil man and his followers in order to set up the Kingdom of Israel in Jerusalem and
on the land of Israel (cf. Daniel 10-12; Revelation 19,20).

20 o ToTE GmokoAv@OTiceTOL O Gvopog, Ov O kVprog °[Incodg] TGvelel TG TVEVUOTL TOD GTOUOTOC ODTOD KO
Katapynoel 11 Enupaveiq Thg tapovsiog avtod — At the appointed time, the ultimate rebel against God will be
revealed by God, but Jesus will destroy him when /e visits the earth as its supreme ruler at his second coming to
destroy his enemies and establish the Kingdom of Israel over the entire earth (cf. Psalm 2).

The “breath of [Jesus] mouth” is like the vision of Revelation 19:15 below whereby Jesus’ intention and purposes to
conquer and destroy Israel’s enemies will prevail because of God the Father’s orchestrating His story to bring this
about as part of the glorification and exaltation of Jesus as His human proxy and representative within the created
reality.

Cf. Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges [rules] and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many
diadems [crowns]; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce
wrath of God, the Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.”

21 0% 0TV 1} TOPOVGIO K0T EVEPYELOLY TOD GOTOVE &V TG duvdpel Kol onpeiolg kol Tépacty yevdovg — The chief
human rebel, the Man of Lawlessness, will himself perform a grand appearance (rapovcia) into history where he
announces himself as ruler and king on the land of Israel like that of Jesus to follow. But his is a false appearance in
that, while he claims to be God, it is for evil purposes and corresponds to the general spirit of rebellion against God in
the world because of mankind’s sinfulness and willingness to buy into Satan’s lies. And it is accompanied by false
miracles and powerful actions that appear to be copies of what God has done in human history (especially through
Jesus as recorded in the gospels), in order to deceive people and convince them to follow this false god, the Man of
Lawlessness and Evil, whose ultimate goal we find out from Revelation is to destroy both the Jews as God’s earthly
chosen people and the followers of Jesus who have authentic faith.

It will be a huge mistake for those Christians who think that God has changed his promise of a great nation from the
Jews to the church to support this man in his antipathy towards the Jews. But this could happen.

22 xoi &v mhom GmdTn T adikiog T Toic AmOALVUEVOLS, VO BV THV GYGmnY ‘ThC GAnBeing ovk £8EEavTo £ig TO
cwofvar avtovg — People, both Jews and Gentiles, will follow the leadership of this chief rebel against God because
they have refused to exercise a love for God’s truth. This is his main goal, to deceive people and convince them to
remain opposed to God so that they end up being condemned and destroyed by Him. And this is always Satan’s main
goal, for all of humanity to reject God and adhere to his lies instead.
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23 ko 81 ToDT0 "TéumEL 0dTOIC O BEdC EvEpYEIOY TAGVNG Eig TO TioTEDG AL 0LdTOVS TG Wevder — Because of people’s
rebellion against God, Paul says that God will convey to them a deceiving influence, literally “an energy of deception,”
that continues to contribute to their being deceived, with the result that their worldviews are marked by error instead of
truth. Indeed, they are wholly committed to false ideas.

This is why it should be no surprise that there are a multitude of false ideas and people who believe them in our own
day as we watch the same “mystery of lawlessness” is at work.

2 {vol kpIOOGIV "TAVTEC 0 Ul TioTEVoavVTES TH GANOeio GAAG eddokfoavtee T 17 &dikiq — God’s purposes for
people’s continued rebellion and being deceived by Satan’s lies is so that He may exercise His justice and eternal
condemnation towards them. These people are also characterized by a heartfelt pleasure in doing evil and being
disobedient towards God because they are not committed in their hearts to God and biblical morality.

25 Hueig 8¢ 0@eilopev eVXOPIOTEIV TG BEP TAVTOTE TEPL DUDY, ASEAPOL TYOTNUEVOL DTTO "KVPiov, 6Tl €IA0TO DUdC O
0e0g "AmapXNV €ig CAOTNPIOY &V AYIOOUQ TVEVUATOG Kol Ttiotel dAndeiog — Paul switches back to the first-person
plural. In contrast to the people who will follow in the footsteps of the rebellion of the Son of Destruction, the man who
will claim unparalleled grandeur as a human being, Paul refers once again to how astounded he is that the
Thessalonians were granted biblical belief in Jesus as the Messiah and are even now continuing to hold on to their
belief. He is so impressed with these Gentiles’ enduring belief in the face of such difficult circumstances in their city
that he feels compelled again to express his gratitude to God for the authenticity of their Christianity (cf. 1:3,4). He also
claims that God has loved them, because He chose them even before He brought the creation into existence. Paul states
that the means which God has used to bring about the Thessalonians’ salvation is the inner change of their hearts by the
Spirit of God which manifested itself through their belief in the truth of the gospel which was presented to them.
Another option for translating this is “in the holiness of [your] spirit and belief in the truth.” Thus Paul and his
companions know that the Thessalonians will acquire eternal salvation because of the evidence of their being different
from the world as established by God’s plan for them, i.e., in their spirits, and of their longstanding belief in the biblical
message that they originally presented to them perhaps about a year and a half ago.

In this verse, Paul mentions the basis of the Thessalonians’ salvation, God’s choosing them from the beginning of the
creation, implying that God’s choice actually occurred before He brought the creation into existence. And he mentions
the condition of salvation which God and they have fulfilled—the Spirit’s changing their inwardness which has resulted
in their belief in the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah.

Cf. 1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus the Messiah, to the chosen visitors of those scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the holiness of the
Spirit (their spirit?) (év ayioou® wvevpatog), for obedience to and being sprinkled by the blood of Jesus the
Messiah—may grace and shalom be multiplied to you.

Cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 We appreciate, brothers, who are loved by God, His choice of you, 1:5 because our good news
did not come to you by spoken word only but also by power, by the Holy Spirit, and with complete certainty, just as
you appreciate what kind of people we were among you for your sake.

26 &ic b °[kal] éxdhecev TOUAC S TOD evoryyELOV NUAV Ei¢ TEpLTOinGY 8OENC TOD KVpiov HUGY Incod XpioTtod —
The relative pronoun 6 is neuter, indicating that Paul is referring to everything that he has just mentioned, and probably
mainly to the salvation for which God chose them in eternity past. Thus, it is to the salvation, set-apartness of either
their spirit or the Spirit of God, and belief in the truth to which God has called them. He has moved towards them in
their existential lives in such a way that they have come to hear, understand, and embrace the NT message of Jesus as
the Messiah with the eventual outcome that they are rescued from God’s wrath and condemnation. Paul also describes
the purpose of God’s calling them in terms of their obtaining access to the very magnificent environment that Jesus will
inhabit in the eternal Kingdom of God. This environment will be so magnificent because it will be eternal, morally
perfect, and ruled by the most important person in the creation, the Messiah who suffered in order to qualify as the high
priest and king of the Kingdom of God’s citizens’.

27 Apa. oV, GdeAoi, oTiKeTE KO KpaTeite TOC Tapadocelg Gig £8156x0NTe elte St Adyov eite S EMGTOAAC MUY —
This is certainly Paul’s standard exhortation to the readers of his letters, especially to those who are suffering
persecution as much as these Thessalonian Christians, that they hold on to the biblical message that his apostolic co-
workers and he have taught them. This means that they should continue to believe it to the end of their lives for the
sake of their own eternal salvations.

Paul mentions the fact that they have communicated this message to them both by their own mouths when they were
physically in Thessalonica a short time before and by their first letter, which they also wrote from Corinth fairly
recently. The content of the apostolic message is that which has been handed down from Jesus himself as well as from
the other apostles and has its foundation in the OT writings.

Of course now this second letter because another written reminder of the gospel like that of first letter.

28 ANTog 88 6 Kuplog Mudv Incodg Xpiotog kol °[0] Bedg "6 TaThp HUAY O Gyamicog MU Kol SoUg TapdKANGLY
oloviav Kol EATida dyadnv év xdpitt — Paul hopes and prays that both the very ideas regarding Jesus as the Messiah
and God Himself as the source of their existence and sonship in God, who Himself is the completely independent and
gracious source of existence, love, hope, and apostleship to Paul and his companions, will continue to work in the
hearts, minds, and wills of the Thessalonian Christians. In other words, God has loved and persuaded Paul, Silvanus,
and Timothy of the truth of the teachings that have been handed down from the OT writings through Jesus and the
other apostles, and this help and persuasion even has an eternal quality too in that it will last into the final age of the
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Kingdom of God and never go away. God has also given them hope, the expectation which He has guaranteed with
respect to the Kingdom of God, which is the only hope and expectation that can be called a good hope, because it
pertains to people’s eternal well-being and not just to something future in the present realm.

2 mopakodécal VUGV TG Kopdiog Kol oTnpi&on &v Tovti ‘Epym kot Adye® dyaed — Just as God has powerfully
caused Paul and his companions to carry out their apostolic responsibilities, they would have God help the
Thessalonians and cause them to continue to be convinced of the truth of the apostolic message in order to provide
them with sufficient motivation and encouragement to do and say what is right in the midst of their difficult and
oppressive circumstances.

30Ty Lowwov Tpooevyeste, adedpotl, Tept RUAY, Tvo 6 AOYoC ToD Kvpiov TPEXN Kol S0EGLNTOL KOBMOS Kol TPOS VUGS
— Paul knows exactly what responsibility that God has assigned him in this earthly realm, which is to be the apostle to
the Gentiles of the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. Thus, it makes total sense that he would ask his
readers, who are simply living out their very typical lives in a northern Macedonian city in the 1% century Roman
Empire, although now as Christians, to pray that he and his companions may be quite successful at what they are doing,
so that more and more people (in Corinth and anywhere else they may visit) will believe in and find awe-inspiring the
information of Jesus as their Messiah and in the one, true, transcendent God as their Creator and Author of this cosmic
story.

This additional influence of the gospel among more Gentiles will then be like that which is happening to the
Thessalonian Christians as God faithfully continues to work within their minds and hearts.

3ol tvar pGOBLEY GO TOV ATOTOV KOl TOVIP@AV AvOpdTOY 00 YOp TEvTeVv 1| TioTic — Paul also wants the
Thessalonians to pray that God will keep him safe, even though it’s probably not going to happen completely, from
people who seek to harm him and put a stop to the spread of the message of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. He knows
that there is going to be fervent opposition to his co-workers and him, because, as he says, not everyone is going to
believe the truth of God, so that they will be, in the depth of their sinfulness and in some way outwardly, be opposed to
God, Jesus, Paul, his apostolic co-workers, and the truth.

2 Iiotog 8¢ éotiv 6 "kdplog, dg "onpiter HUGC Kol UAGEEL Gmd 10D movnpod — In spite of the fact in v. 2 that not
everyone will believe the good news of God’s mercy through the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, resulting in even more
persecution of their readers, Paul is still confident, most certainly based upon God’s sovereignty and promises, that He
will continue to cause the Thessalonian Christians to believe the truth of Jesus as the Messiah and to protect them from
the strong influence that Satan has on all cultures to cause human beings to rebel against God and even some so-called
Christians give up their faith, thereby disqualifying themselves from eternal life.

3 memoibapev 8¢ év xupie £’ VUGS, 6TL & Topayyédlopev T ‘[kai] Toleite ko moujoete’ — Paul’s confidence
regarding the endurance of the Thessalonians’ belief is based not only on God’s sovereign promises, but also on the
revealed daily behavior of these Christians. They are responding positively and in a very committed fashion to the
apostolic message by pursuing obedience to all that he has said that they are morally obligated to do. Paul also
wholeheartedly believes that they will continue obeying their message into the future—because of the implied abdn
faithful work of God in them—in their inwardness.

3470 8¢ xvpLog KoTeELOVVOL VPOV TOC Kopdicg eig TV Gydmny Tod Beod Kol gig TV Dropoviv t0d Xprotod — Paul
appeals to God to orient them further towards loving Him and persevering in their belief in Jesus of Nazareth as the
Messiah. These constitute the foundational elements of a human being’s subjectivity when he is traveling along the
path of life to the eternal Kingdom of God.

Paul may mean instead the perseverance of the Messiah, i.e., that Jesus himself chose and displayed to the end of his
life. But the fact that he calls this “of the Messiah” (tod Xpiotov) and not “of Jesus the Messiah” makes me think that
he means “in,” i.e., in the Messiah who will become their high priest at the final judgment.

3 Tapoyyéllopev 8¢ DUiv, aded@ot, &v ovopaTt Tod kvpiov °[Mudv] ITncod Xpiotod 6TéAllecot DUAS GTd TavVTOC
&deAPOoD ATAKTMG TEPUTATOVVTOG KOl U] KATO TNV Tapddosiv fiv "mapeddpocav "roap fudv — Paul must have
heard that there were people within the Thessalonian Christian community who were either responding with too much
excitement to the false news that Jesus’ parousia is about to happen or taking advantage of one of the fundamental
biblical commandments to love one another, something that was radically different from what people were used to in
the Roman pagan society—or both. In other words, it would make sense that Paul waits until even this point in his
letter, after speaking of the Thessalonians’ excitement about the possibility that Jesus’ return is imminent, to mention a
problematic effect of their excitement, that people have stopped engaging in doing life properly, i.e., working for a
living, just as Paul mentioned in regard to Silvanus, Timothy, an himself in 1 Thessalonians.

So the result has been that these same people are not working for a living but, instead, thinking that their earthly
existences of making a living are about to end or relying strictly on the support of other Christians—or both. Paul is
saying in this paragraph that their behavior is completely contrary to the apostolic message, which teaches that Jesus’
parousia is imminent only when the Man of Lawlessness is revealed, so that all Christians must remain responsible and
continue to work for their living in order not to rely on the charity of their fellow Christians—even though the apostolic
message is all about charity, grace, and mercy.

Here is a key, practical aspect of the gospel—believers are to exercise charity and generosity towards other Christians
who are in need while also working hard to avoid having to receive charity themselves.

36 Adtol yap oidate ThG dei upeicOon fudc, 811 0vk RTokTicouey év Huiv — If anyone could rightly require and
expect that others support them for their “work” of proclaiming the NT message (cf. 1 Corinthians 8-10), while also not
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making a living in a typically acceptable and moral way within society, it is an apostle like Paul along with his
apostolic co-workers. However, instead of doing so in Thessalonica, Paul did use his skills to earn a living within
society and outside the Christian community and away from his actual apostolic responsibilities.

Paul calls the opposite kind of expectations and behavior, i.e., requiring that people support them while they perform
their responsibilities as apostolic workers, irresponsible, because, as Paul says in 1 and 2 Corinthians (chapters 8-10
and chapter 2 respectively), it is the same as “peddling the biblical message,” which communicates the very antithesis
of what God is all about, that He is an independent and uncoerced provider of free grace and mercy that cannot be
earned. Therefore, His servants who claim to convey His ideas by virtue of their speaking about it should not earn their
living from what they do if it is not absolutely clear that what all Christians are receiving from God is strictly by his
grace.

37 0088 Sopedtv GPTOV EQAYOUEY TAPG TIVOC, BAA &V KOT® Kol LOXB® ‘VUKTOC Kol uépag’ épyalduevol Tpog TO Ui
émBapioai tiva vudv — Paul provides the practical details of what he is talking about. Silvanus, Timothy, and he paid
for everything they needed to stay alive with money that they earned from work that they did apart from their apostolic
responsibilities and within the Greek, Thessalonian society. One of their desires was not to place their existence in the
hands of these Christians. They did not want them to support them and misconstrue the message of God by thinking
that it involved earning something from Him instead of being graced it by Him according to His sovereign will.

Cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:9ff., 1 Corinthians 9.

38 00y 611 00K Exopev EEovaioy, AL Tva Eavtodg TOTOV SdpeV VUiV €ig TO wpeichon Nud — Paul states his
perspective on the apostles and their work in relation to money. God has given them a position in this world whereby
they have the authority to speak on behalf of God and Jesus as the Messiah, indeed, with the same level of authority
and accuracy of thinking as God and His Messiah.

There is no one more valuable and nothing more valuable than the apostles and their co-workers with their message.
Therefore, if we are talking about paying top dollar for top dollar items, then it would make sense to pay a gazillion
dollars to Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy for their work and the information that they are providing. Thus, they have the
both the authority and the right to “earn” their living from preaching the gospel.

Nevertheless, for Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy either to expect this or to demand it would be completely contrary to
what God and Paul are all about with the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah. It would send the wrong message, that of
God’s expecting people to earn His blessings instead of being given them according to His sovereign and independent
grace and will.

Also, by acting the way they did, Paul and his companions wanted to provide the Thessalonians with an example that
they should follow—earning their “living” outside of their participating in the Christian community and apart from
their directly communicating the biblical ideas. They would have also wanted the Thessalonians to avoid freeloading
off one another and taking undo advantage of each other’s love, charity, and generosity. Yes, Christians are called to be
charitable, but also just as importantly they are called to work responsibly and to earn their own living when possible—
in order to be charitable to those who are truly in need.

39 o yap 8te fuev TpoOg VUGS, ToOTO TopNyYEALopey VUiV, L &1 TIC 00 Bhel EpyalesOan unde éo0iéTe — Paul had
even made it explicit initially and personally when he taught the Thessalonians that people do not deserve (speaking of
deserving) to eat if they are not willing to earn a living outside the Christian community and, thereby, pay for their own
food with their own hard-earned money. It is interesting that, so soon, relatively speaking, after Paul had explicitly
commanded all the Thessalonians to act in a particular way, that some of them chose to disregard what they had said.
But it also makes sense that this has happened now and again because the people are believing a false message to the
effect that Jesus is returning soon, which Paul refutes in chapter 2. So it is not that everyone is being affected to the
same degree by the false information regarding the return of Jesus, but some of them are definitely taking advantage of
it and choosing not to work for a living anymore.

This is good testimony to human beings’ allergy to truth and refusal to continue to think it through and adhere to its
implications, especially if they can find some excuse such that Jesus is returning soon. This “truth” either can
encourage people to work harder and pursue righteousness for the sake of glorifying God with their whole lives as
Jesus’ return approaches (even soon), or it can give them an excuse to shun their responsibilities, even that of morality
an obedience to God.

40" AcoVopEV YEP TIVOLG TEPITATOBVTAC £V DUV ATaKT®C uNdev Epyalopnévong AL mepiepyalopévoug — Paul has
found out what is happening within the Thessalonian gathering of Christians. There are believers in the Christian
community who claim to be doing valuable things for their fellow Christians (but merely acting like those who are
entitled), for which they think that they deserve to be compensated financially. However, both their attitudes towards
the biblical message and their work are wrong and irrelevant to the actual truth of the message—that Christians should
work responsibly while also being charitable — but not by intentionally taking advantage of others. These Christians (if
they really are Christians) are sending the wrong message to their fellow believers and to the non-Christian community.
41 70ig 8¢ TO10VTOIC TOPAYYELLOLEY KOL TapokohoDuey &v kupio ITncod Xpiotd®, tvo petd fovyicg épyalduevor
TOV EaVT®V dptov é60incty — “In the Lord Jesus the Messiah” = within the context of the truth about him as the
Messiah. Paul repeats his commandment, and this time specifically to those who have been disobeying the same
previously said commandment. While speaking within the truth of the gospel, he says that, if these particular
Thessalonian Christians truly desire eternal life, then they are morally obligated to work without drawing unnecessary
attention to the fact that they are and pay for their staying alive from what they dutifully earn—and all this outside the
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Christian community itself.

He wants them to work with iovyio, which probably points more to their inner calmness and tranquility in the midst of
understanding God’s sovereignty and the fact that He is telling His story exactly as He desires. This is the same inner
quality that Paul urges for all Christians and for wives in 1 Timothy 2:2,11,12 in the midst of their submissive roles
within their government and their marriages respectively.

42 Yueic 8¢, adehpot, un "dyxoaknonte kohomolovviec — Paul provides the corollary to what he has been talking about,
that Christians rightly should have a passion and zest for doing what is right according to the apostolic message, by
obeying God and pursuing morality, which includes making a living independent of the charity of the church. The
implication is that if they ever lose this earnestness, God is not at work within them, and they are not authentic
believers.

And these people may have lost their passion for goodness because they think Jesus is returning soon, which may
therefore be simply naiveté on their part. But now Paul has corrected their theology and reminded them that the man
who will personify rebellion against God must arise first from the Middle East—and then Jesus will return! Plus, even
if he is returning soon, they should continue engaging in life as usual in order to demonstrate their desire to honor God
with the goodness and morality of their behavior.

4 Ei 8¢ 11¢ 00y Dmakovel T@ AOY® MUAV Sud THG ETGTOARG, ToDTOV oNUE0DGOE T pl “ouvovauiyvustot adTd,
iva évipanf — Paul encourages the Thessalonians to observe carefully how people are responding to this letter, and if
they are not willing to obey him and his apostolic co-workers, then the Thessalonians should not follow their example
and mimic their inappropriate behavior. Thus, by refusing to act like those who are ignoring the apostolic message, the
authentic believers will provide them with a didactic tool that, hopefully, will lead them to regard this message as
something that they should listen to carefully and obey.

4 o pm o £xBpov Nyeice, GALL vovbeteite wg dehpdv — In spite of the irresponsible behavior of anyone within
the Thessalonian Christian community who is not holding fast to all that the gospel is teaching, Paul would have the
people of genuine faith look upon this person as a believer like themselves. This must be because he hopes that this
sinful human being is acting simply in an immature manner and not out of abject rebellion against God. In other words,
hopefully not all the dots have connected in this “believer’s” head as they should, but the other Christians can help
them do so by not following him in his example of disobeying Paul’s apostolic message. Thus, they can wait for God in
His grace to convince this person fully that he is not responding to God properly.

Paul is not commanding the Christians to ostracize his immature person from the church community. Instead, he is
exhorting them not to follow his example while also continuing to teach him by their words and their example.

45 AdTOg 8¢ 6 KVpLog THC Elpvng SN VUiV THY eiprvny St TOVTOC &V TaVTL "TPOT®. 6 KVPLOG UETH TEAVIOV VUMY —
Paul’s desire for his readers is that they obtain the shalom of God, i.e., eternal life in the Kingdom of God, where
existence will be completely free of pain and suffering. But this will happen only if the Thessalonian Christians comply
with the apostolic message as they encounter all the experiences of their overall journeys through life. This will also
happen only if God continues working in their lives by His grace—certainly as God has promised to do, to which Paul
and his fellow authors have already referred.

460 domoouog Th Euf xewpt Havhov, 8 éoTv onuelov év Taon EMcTolf 0vTwg Ypdeo — Paul takes the pen out of
probably Silvanus’ hand (cf. 1 Peter 5:12) and writes this and the following greeting to the Thessalonians in order to
indicate to the Thessalonians that this letter is a genuine form of communication from him.

4T'H ydpic 100 xvpiov Hudv ITncod Xpiotod uetd mévtov dYudv — Paul knows that it is only by God’s independent
and sovereign grace, as most demonstratively exhibited by what Jesus as the Messiah has been willing to do by dying
on the cross, that the Thessalonians will reach their goal of the eternal Kingdom of God.

Thus, Paul appeals to God for all that He has promised to His chosen people to happen to the Thessalonian gathering of
believers.
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