August 25, 2019/August 22, 2025 Translation and notes by Earle Craig

James

1:1 James, a bondslave of God and the Lord Jesus Messiah, to the twelve tribes in the dispersion:
Greetings.'

1:2 Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you encounter various tests,

1:3 knowing that the clear evidence of your belief produces perseverance.

1:4 And let perseverance have the fully developed result, so that you may be fully developed and
complete, lacking in nothing.2

1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God who gives to everyone without reservation
and who reprimands no one, and it will be given to him.?

1:6 But let him ask with belief, and without any hesitating. For he who hesitates is like the waves
of the sea, which are being driven by the wind and tossed this way and that.*

1:7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord.

1:8 He is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.®

1:9 And let the humble brother brag in his high position,®

1:10 and let the wealthy man brag in his lowly position, because like a flower of grass he will
disappear.

1:11 For the sun rises with the burning heat and dries up the grass, and its flower falls off and the
beauty of its appearance is lost. Thus, also, the wealthy man in the midst of his ways of life will be
made to disappear.’

1:12 Blessed is the man who perseveres a test, because after becoming dokimos, he will receive
the crown of life, which He promised to those who love Him.2

1:13 Let no one say when he is being tested, “l am being tested by God.” For God is untested of
evil things, and He himself tests no one.®

1:14 But each one is tested when he is lured away and enticed by his own strong desires.

1:15 Then, after the strong desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin. And after sin has been
brought to completion, it gives birth to death.™®

1:16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.'

1:17 Every good thing given and every gift of the highest standard is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of change.

1:18 Having planned it, He gave birth to us by means of the message of the truth, in order that we
become particular first fruits of His creatures.'?

1:19 Know this, my beloved brothers.'®

And let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.'

1:20 For the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God."®

1:21 Therefore, while laying aside every impurity and abundance of evil, by means of humility,
embrace the implanted message, which is able to save your existences.'®

1:22 And be doers of the message and not only listeners, who are deceiving themselves."”

1:23 Because, if someone is a listener of the message and not a doer, he is like a man who
observes the face of his existence in a mirror.

1:24 For he observes himself and goes away. And immediately he forgets what he was like.'®
1:25 But the one who looks at the complete law of freedom and remains doing so, not having
become a listener of forgetfulness but a doer of action, this man will be blessed by means of his
doing."®

1:26 If someone thinks he is religious, while not holding his tongue in check but misleads his heart,
this man’s religion is worthless.?°
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1:27 Pure and unpolluted religion in the sight of God and the Father—this is to care for orphans
and widows in their distress, to keep oneself unstained by the world.?’

2:1 My brothers, do not hold your belief in our Lord Jesus Messiah of the glory with partiality.?2

2:2 Because, if a man with a gold ring in bright clothing comes into your gathering and a poor man
in shabby clothing also comes in,

2:3 and you show special respect for the one wearing the bright clothing and say, “Sit here in a
comfortable place,” and you say to the poor man, “Stand there or sit here by my footstool,”

2:4 are you not making distinctions among yourselves, and you have become judges with evil
motives?2

2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers. Did not God choose the poor of the world to be wealthy in belief
and heirs of the kingdom, which He promised to those who love Him?24

2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the wealthy oppress you, and do they not
themselves drag you into court?

2:7 Do they themselves not blaspheme the good name on the basis of which you have been
called??®

2:8 If you actually carry out the commandment of the king according to the scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.?®

2:9 But if you show partiality, then you are committing sin and being convicted by the
commandment as transgressors.?’

2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Covenant but trips up in one commandment has become guilty
of all of them.®

2:11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery” also said, “Do not murder.” And if you do not
commit adultery, but you commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the Covenant.

2:12 Thus speak and thus act as those who will be judged by the Covenant of freedom.?®

2:13 For judgment will be merciless to the one who does not practice mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.®°

2:14 What good does it do, my brothers, if someone says he has belief, but he has no actions?
This belief cannot save him, can it?*

2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

2:16 and someone among you says to them, “Depart in shalom, be warmed, and be fed,” and you
do not give them what is necessary for their body, what good is that?32

2:17 In this way, indeed, belief, if it has no actions, is dead by itself.3

2:18 Instead, someone will say, “You have belief, and | have actions.” Show me your belief apart
from actions, and | will show you my belief by virtue of my actions.®*

2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well. The demons also believe and tremble.3®

2:20 But are you willing to recognize, O foolish man, that belief without actions is worthless?3¢

2:21 Was not Abraham, our father, justified by virtue of his actions when he offered up Isaac on
the altar?%’

2:22 You see that his belief was working with his actions, and his belief was filled out by virtue of
his actions.®®

2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was accounted
to him as justification.” And he was called a friend of God.*®

2:24 You see that a man is justified by virtue of his actions and not by virtue of his belief alone.*

2:25 And likewise, was not Rahab, the prostitute, justified by virtue of her actions when she
received the angeloi and sent them out by another way?*'

2:26 For just as the body is dead apart from the spirit, thus also belief is dead apart from actions.*?
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3:1 My brothers, let not many of you become teachers, because we know that we will receive a
greater judgment.*®

3:2 For we all trip over many things. If someone does not trip in what he says, this person is a
complete man, able to hold in check even his whole body.**

3:3 And if we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we also direct their whole
body.

3:4 Look also at ships. Even though they are so large and are being driven by harsh winds, they
are directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the one piloting them wishes.*

3:5 Thus also the tongue is a small part, and it boasts great things. Look at how small a fire sets
ablaze so large a forest.46

3:6 Indeed, the tongue is a fire, the cosmos of unrighteousness. The tongue is put in charge
among our parts. It is that which stains the whole body and sets on fire the wheel of life and is set
on fire by Gehenna.*’

3:7 For every created being of wild animals and also birds, of creeping things and also sea
creatures, is being tamed and has been tamed by the human created being.

3:8 But not one of the human beings is able to tame the tongue—an unstable evil full of deadly
poison.*8

3:9 With it we speak well of the Lord and Father, and with it we curse men who have been made
in the likeness of God.

3:10 Out of the same mouth proceed moments of speaking well and moments of cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be this way.*°

3:11 Does a water spring pour forth from the same opening sweet and bitter?

3:12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, produce olives or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water
produce sweet water.>®

3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him demonstrate, by virtue of his good way
of life, his actions in the humble gentleness of wisdom.®!

3:14 But if you have bitter envy and strife in your heart, do not brag and lie in opposition to the
truth.52

3:15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above but is earthly, natural, demonic.%?
3:16 For where there is envy and strife, in that place is disorder and every evil thing.>*

3:17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, willing to trust, full of mercy
and good fruits, single-minded, unhypocritical.5®

3:18 And the fruit of righteousness/justification is sown in shalom by those who perform shalom.*®

4:1 What is the source of battles and what is the source of conflicts among you? Is it not from this,
from your physical desires which are waging war in your members?%’

4:2 You strongly desire, and you do not have. You commit murder. And you are envious, and you
are not able to obtain. You engage in conflicts and do battle. You do not have because you do not
ask.58

4:3 You ask, and you do not receive, because you ask with evil intent—in order that you may
spend it on your physical desires.>

4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God?
Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.®°

4:5 Or do you think that the scripture speaks for nothing, “He jealously and greatly desires the
spirit He has established in us”?%"

4:6 And He gives a greater grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the arrogant, and He gives
grace to the humble.”®?

4:7 Therefore, submit to God. And oppose the devil, and he will flee from you.®3
4:8 Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded.%
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4:9 Be sorrowful and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into
gloom.®s
4:10 Be humbled before the Lord, and He will exalt you.®®

4:11 Do not speak ill of one another, brothers. The one who speaks ill of a brother or condemns
his brother speaks ill of the Torah and condemns the Torah. And if you condemn the Torah, you
are not a doer of the Torah but a judge of it.?’

4:12 One is the Torah-giver and Judge, who is able to save and to destroy. And who are you who
condemns your neighbor?%8

4:13 Come now, you who are saying, “Today or tomorrow we will go into this or that city, and we
will work a year there and engage in business and make a profit,”°

4:14 (You who do not know what your life will be like tomorrow, for you are a vapor, which appears
for a while and then vanishes.)"®

4:15 instead of your saying, “If the Lord desires, then we shall both live and work this or that.””!
4:16 But, as it is, you boast in the midst of your pretensions. All such boasting is evil.”?

4:17 Therefore, for him who knows what is good to do and does not do it, it is sin for him.”

5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and wail because of your miseries, which are coming upon you.™
5:2 Your wealth has rotted, and your garments have become moth-eaten.”

5:3 Your gold and silver have become rusty, and their rust will be a witness against you. And it will
eat your flesh like fire. You have stored up your treasure in the last days.”®

5:4 Behold, the wage of the workers who have mowed your fields, which was held back by you, is
crying out. And the cries of the reapers have entered the ears of the Lord of Hosts.””

5:5 You have lived strictly for your own physical pleasures on the earth, and you have indulged
yourselves beyond the limits of what is proper. You have fed your hearts for the day of
slaughter.”

5:6 You condemned. You murdered the righteous man. He does not resist you."

5:7 Therefore, brothers, be patient until the grand appearance of the Lord. Behold, the farmer
waits for the precious produce of the earth, being patient about it until it receives the early and
late rains.8°

5:8 You also be patient. Strengthen your hearts because the grand appearance of the Lord is
near.8!

5:9 Brothers, do not complain about one another, so that you are not condemned. Behold, the
Judge is standing at the gates.??

5:10 As an example of suffering hardship and patience, brothers, consider the prophets, who
spoke in the name of the Lord.83

5:11 Behold, we consider as especially favored those who persevered. You have heard of the
perseverance of Job and have seen the end result of the Lord, that the Lord is very
compassionate and merciful .34

5:12 And above all, my brothers, do not make a vow—either by heaven or by earth or with any
other vow. But let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you do not fall under
condemnation.®

5:13 Is anyone among you suffering hardship? Let him pray. Is anyone among you cheerful? Let
him sing a psalm.8¢

5:14 Is anyone among you weak? Let him summon the elders of the gathering, and let them pray
over him, while anointing him with olive oil in the name of the Lord.®”

5:15 And the prayer for belief will save the one who is weary, and the Lord will restore him. And if
he has committed sins, it will be forgiven him.88

5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of a justified man is able to accomplish much, because it is effective.?®
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5:17 Elijah was a man with a similar nature like us, and with prayer he prayed that it not rain. And
it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.
5:18 And he prayed again, and the sky gave rain. And the earth produced its fruit.*

5:19 My brothers, if someone among you wanders from the truth and another person turns him
back,®!

5:20 let him know that the one who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his existence
from death, and he will cover a multitude of sins.%
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! James, the brother of John, is most likely already dead at the hands of Herod Antipas (cf. Acts 12:2). Therefore, this is
James, the brother of Jesus, who has gained a position of apostleship among the designated apostles such as Peter,
John, et al. He is writing to a group of Jewish Christians outside the land of Israel, among whom a spirit of envy and
competition in regard to material wealth has arisen or even been in existence for a while. And it is ruining their belief in
the gospel of mercy and contentment. As a result, James exhorts them to persevere in their belief and treat each other
with love and dignity, while also warning anyone who places his trust and confidence in the elements of the creation
that his natural human desires lead him to want to acquire in order to provide him with fulfillment that he is making
himself an enemy of God.

In other words, this letter could apply to any Christians who find themselves sinfully craving something in this world of
an outward quality that they do not have—health, athletic ability, beauty, physical height, social connections and status,
etc. Whatever a person longs to have different from what they already have, the latter being something which God has
obviously given them as part of their existence as human beings in the present realm is a candidate for substitution for
wealth in this letter. And the real problem is that sinners naturally mistreat others while inappropriately pursuing that
which they sinfully crave. Plus, if they persist in acting like this, then are demonstrating that they are lacking authentic
belief and will forego obtaining eternal salvation and life in the Kingdom of God.

2 Two options for being “fully developed and complete, lacking in nothing” —

1) A mature Christian in the present realm who sees clearly the importance of persevering in authentic belief and, with
this knowledge and wisdom, ensures himself existentially that he will persevere and enter into the Kingdom of God.
Thus, this person looks forward to further perseverance as his goal.

2) A Christian who, as a result of his knowledge, wisdom, and perseverance of authentic belief, has actually arrived in
the Kingdom of God and has become both morally perfect and immortal. Thus, this person looks forward to eternal life
through his perseverance as his goal.

3 The “wisdom” here in the context is, with an inward single-mindedness, settledness, and commitment, to grasp and
live out the importance of being a human being who perseveres in authentic belief through the thick and thin of life.
James is challenging his readers in regard to whether or not they are authentic Christians who have this kind and level
of “wisdom.”

4 The idea is to be driven internally by the Holy Spirit and one’s commitment to eternal salvation rather than by the
external circumstances which are producing the suffering and pain. Our belief needs to be stronger than the pain.

3> The point here is to be single-mindedly devoted to the truth of God, the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah, and to what
God requires of us as sinful human beings to enter eventually the Kingdom of God when Jesus returns. Thus, the
single-minded sinner is committed to the wisdom of persevering in belief.

God does not respond with wisdom and the strength to persevere in belief to those who are not absolutely certain they
want His salvation and eternal life by fulfilling the condition He has placed on sinful human beings.

® The test that James’ readers are encountering most prominently is their desire to become wealthy—even at the cost of
losing their faith and eternal salvation.

Here James contrasts the eternal outcome of humble, poor people of authentic belief with proud/arrogant, wealthy
people of unbelief.

7 The poor are in a “humble” and “high” position while they are also firm believers in God and Jesus, and they should
“brag” about this, because their eternal destiny of being in the Kingdom of God is so much more important than their
economic status in the world.

The wealthy unbeliever can only “brag” about his “lowly position,” because he will “disappear” into eternal extinction,
while James is implying that the poor believer will enter into the Kingdom of God and eternal life.

James uses the analogy of the sun, grass, and flowers. The heat of the sun, without the moisture necessary for the grass
and flowers, causes the grass to dry up and the petals of flowers to fall off, so that both are burned up and disappear.
Similarly, the heat of God’s judgment will cause the wealthy, “in the midst of [their] ways of life” (because of their
ways of life where they are obsessed with wealth and unwilling to humble themselves before God and seek His mercy
and the Kingdom of God), to dry up and disappear, if they do not have the moisture of authentic belief. Wealth may
allow these people to enjoy more of life in the present realm, but, without authentic belief, it cannot save them from
God’s condemnation and destruction.

8 Eventually, each and individual test of a Christian’s belief will result in eternal salvation and life, because succeeding
in passing the test demonstrates that he is dokimos, i.e., revealing clear and irrefutable evidence that he has authentic
belief, which itself is necessary, the sine qua non, of acquiring God’s promise of eternal life.

This obviously is the goal of becoming a Christian. And enduring any test and all the tests of one’s belief must remain
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at the forefront of every Christian’s mind as he pursues navigating through all the ups and downs of life.

° The immediate difficulty here is that God clearly tests Christians’ belief and faith as a means to bring about a more
settled single-minded devotion and commitment to being rescued by Him from His judgment in order to obtain eternal
life. An example is Abraham in Genesis 22 when God required that he sacrifice Isaac.

Therefore, based upon how James defines “test” in vs. 14 and 15, he must be talking about what can happen in the
midst of suffering. The Christian becomes so discouraged and thought distorted that he thinks that God is against
him—and He is even evil, to the point of wanting to destroy someone’s belief and faith so that the person never
receives eternal salvation and life. In other words, life can become difficult to the point that it is easy for us to think that
it is God who is punishing us and wanting to destroy us, rather than our sin within us being the culprit of tendency
towards both further sin and giving up on God. Sin is basically the unwillingness to be or to do what is biblically good.
Righteousness and morality are the willingness to be and to do what is biblically good.

We cannot say that God is testing us with the strong desire to sin within us. He tests us with outward circumstances,
such as other people’s wealth and power, that our inner, strong desires that are sinful want to respond to in a sinful way.
For example, I meet a man who is wealthy, while I am poor. He appears to have much more of “life” and “happiness”
than I do, and I literally covet and strongly desire the same means to “life” and “happiness” that he is enjoying, i.e.,
wealth! But I forget that “life” and “happiness” properly defined come from my relationship with God and His promise
of the Kingdom of God and eternal life through Jesus and God’s mercy and forgiveness. Therefore, God is testing me
with my sin to commit myself to wealth instead of to God and His promises. God is testing me with my wealthy
acquaintance who is revealing my sin to me, and it is the sin which is testing me, not God.

Only use in the NT of areipactog = untested, i.e., not one who is tested, or maybe untesting, i.e., not one who tests.

10 Here we have James’ definition of a “test.” It is a situation that “entices” and “lures away” a person, so that it results
in “sin” and “death.” Is this something that a sinner can say God does to him—intentionally lures, tempts, and coaxes
him to sin and its consequence of “death?”” No.

But then why is James even concerned about a person’s thinking this? It must have something to do with how the
situation with encountering a wealthy person (or persons) is affecting him emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually.
From his perspective, God is making life so hard for him that he cannot help himself but succumb to his desire and
pursue wealth with reckless abandon in order to satisfy his physical desires to their fullest.

And two options for what kind of “death” to which James is referring—

1) The immediate and practical repercussions of sin in a person’s life, e.g., the disruption and/or breaking of
relationships with others with whom he originally was on good terms.

2) Eternal destruction after the final judgment because of person’s single-minded commitment to his unwillingness to
submit to God and His moral authority.

' Sin naturally distorts our thinking, so that, for example, we think that there is something wrong with God when the
problem is within us, i.e., in our sin. James encourages his readers not to deceive themselves with their sin and its
resultant distorted thinking.

12 God has planned to give to James and his fellow Jews (“us”) the greatest gift of all, that they become His children
(having given birth to them) and that they become the first ones, both chronologically and in terms of the promises to
Abraham, who authentically believe in Jesus as the Messiah who died for their sins.

There is no darkness of a shadow of lies and falsehood in or pertaining to God. He is the very essence of truth and
always uses truth to produce the eternal benefits of sinful human beings who become authentic believers. In this way,
He is the “Father of lights” and of truth in regard to James’ Jewish readers who have become Christians and who need
to remain faithful to God’s truth about Jesus, while avoiding the lure of wealth that they are considering necessary for
them to be fulfilled in life.

Thus, James assures his readers that God is not the problem, as if He is evil and wants only to harm them, even by
keeping them poor. Instead, God is always good, and all good things that sinful human beings experience come from
Him.

13 James really wants his Jewish Christian readers to get it through their heads that God is good, and they are evil, so
that the tests of life originate on an existential level within them and in their sinfulness. And they are responsible before
God to choose to persevere in their belief, while it will be God who causes their perseverance from His transcendent
position as the creator of all reality.

14 Similarly, it is easy to allow one’s suffering to cause him to complain and even speak against God in an angry
manner instead of continuing to listen intently to the gospel and hold on to all of it, including God’s sovereign
determinism and goodness, every time the truth is presented by someone.
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15 Human anger about life’s not proceeding the way we want it to does not result in the moral righteousness that God
has commanded and required of us. Instead, it takes us in the opposite direction—as James is pointing out in this letter.

16 Here actually is the key to life—to hear and to embrace with complete humility the truth of the good news of Jesus as
the crucified Messiah. There is nothing more important for us human beings to do. Becoming wealthy may seem like
the best idea, but it pales in comparison to being saved from God’s wrath and destruction, which we deserve because of
our sin.

James is most likely referring to the “impurity and abundance of evil” of craving wealth in contrast to craving God’s
mercy, eternal salvation, and moral perfection. This is the continued sinfulness within us, even after we become
Christians—as explained also by Paul in Romans 7.

17 1f these Christians continue down the path of being so impressed with wealth, they will end up demonstrating that
they only heard the gospel but did not become committed to obeying it outwardly. Thus, they will deceive themselves
either into thinking that they are bona fide people of God because they are willing to be taught the biblical message—
and perhaps engage in certain religious practices that they think are pleasing to God, or into thinking that God is evil.
However, this self-deception and rationalizing their sin of craving wealth will only lead to eternal death and not to
eternal life.

In other words, a common self-deception by sinners to think that obeying half the requirements of God, e.g., going to
church and hearing sermons, is sufficient to please God and acquire eternal salvation and life from Him. Another
common self-deception is to think that God is the problem, while we are not.

This is the second time James has mentioned deception as something human beings should avoid in the midst of the
trials and aftlictions of life.

18 A mirror provides a person with a reflection of how he looks. However, unless the person carries the mirror with him
and continues looking at it directly, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to remember every detail of what he looks
like.

Therefore, he has seen his image, but he does not carry his image with him—because he does not carry the mirror with
him.

James is saying that this is “like” a person who “hears” the good news of Jesus as the Messiah but does not do or act on
the message by obeying it. It is in his mind, perhaps, to a degree, but he is not living according to it with his will and
his choices. As a result, he must be doing something other than what the biblical message is calling and commanding
him to do. This means that he must be sinning—by definition.

19 James says that a vital element of being a Christian is to “look at” the biblical message with his mind and then
continue to doing so—implying the this latter part results in actually doing and obeying the message with his will and
outward actions that correspond to the good news of Jesus as the Messiah. Thus, the person has the message of truth in
his mind, and it is affecting the choices that he makes by living according to the message.

And this message is the “complete law of freedom,” meaning that it is the fullness of the biblical message, because it
involves the central figure of cosmic history, Jesus as the Messiah, and it frees the person from God’s condemnation
and saves him from it and eternal destruction (see 1:21). He “will be blessed” with entrance into the Kingdom of God
when Jesus returns, because “his doing” has proved the authenticity of his belief.

20In 1:19, James mentioned the issue of speaking and the importance of Christians’ being slow to speak while also
being quick to hear the truth of the gospel and slow to anger in regard to their financial situation.

James will mention at the beginning of chapter 2 how these Christians are not using their tongues properly. They are
trying to impress the wealthy by telling them to have the good seats in their assemblies while directing the poor to bad
seats. Then, in chapters 3 and 4, he will comment further on how they are using their mouths and tongues to speak to
and about one another.

James is saying that a person’s Christianity is worthless and unchristian if he is not speaking well, i.e., with kind and
patient words to and about others in accordance with the good news of the information about God’s grace and mercy
through Jesus as the crucified Messiah.

Only use of 8pfickog = religious in NT.

The noun 6pnokeio is used in Acts 26:5, Colossians 2:18, and James 1:27 and means religion.

21 On the other hand, authentic Christianity is more than speaking well of and to people. It is caring for those who
cannot care for themselves, the “orphans and widows” of the world and of the Christian community, in contrast to
pursuing wealth or impressing the wealthy to reach the same social status as they. This keeps a Christian clean of the
world’s influence, goals, and unbiblical pursuits that his own sinfulness makes him want to pursue.

22 Speaking of the tongue and what people say, here is an example that could take place theoretically or is actually
happening in the Christian gatherings to whom James is writing. The poorer members of the Jewish community, who
are Christians, either would or are treating differently the wealthy and the poor people, who come into their assembly,
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seeking the truth of the gospel. They are glorifying the wealthy and being partial towards them, while treating the
poorer people as low class and unworthy to being as comfortable as possible when they are listening to the truth being
presented.

23 The evil motive is obviously that the poorer Christians want the association with wealthy people more than that with
poorer people, even if the poorer people might be the authentic Christians while the wealthy remain unbelievers. The
Christians are missing the point that our most important connection with other sinful human beings is with those who
are genuine belief like ours, regardless of their financial, social, ethnic, political, national, etc. status and identity. To
think otherwise is sin.

24 James is not saying that there will be more poor believers than wealthy believers, even though this may actually be
true in his day and down through history—simply because there have always been fewer people with wealth than the
rest of the global population. He is saying that his Christian readers have a closer and more permanent connection with
poor believers than they do with wealthy unbelievers. Certainly, both are sinful human beings, but all believers and
only believers will endure into the eternal Kingdom of God.

25 Again, the assumption is that the poor are believers while the wealthy are unbelievers. Therefore, these Christians
who want to impress the wealthy and gain their approval are dishonoring the poor who are believers, because they are
ignoring their authentic belief while being partial to the wealthy, who “blaspheme the good name” of Jesus by rejecting
him as the Messiah. These Christians are dishonoring their brothers and sisters in Christ, which is to dishonor those
with whom they will spend eternity in the Kingdom of God.

Apparently and for the most part, the wealthy stand opposed to the gospel and its ethic of love. But these Christians
have become so intent on becoming wealthy that they have lost sight of the ethics of the gospel, so that they are
mistreating their fellow Christians. This is how far their own sinful desires are pushing them into sin.

26 Jesus said that not only is a person doing well, but also he is fulfilling the entire Mosaic Covenant and instructions of
God in the OT.

Matthew 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 22:37 And he said to him, “*YOU SHALL
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL
YOUR MIND.’ 22:38 “This is the great and foremost commandment. 22:39 “The second is like it, “YOU SHALL
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 22:40 “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the
Prophets.”

Therefore, to obey God properly as a Christian is definitely to do well such that a person will obtain the eternal
Kingdom of God.

27 To treat one’s “neighbors” differently on the basis of their financial position is not to love them all according to
God’s commandments in the Bible, but apparently to love some of them and to hate the others. This, James says, is
blatant sin and a violation of God’s commandments.

28 Plus, blatant disregard for one of God’s moral commandments is also blatant disregard for all of God’s
commandments, regardless of how much a person seems to be obeying all the rest of them. In other words, a sinful
human being who expects to receive the gift of God’s promises of the land of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God
has to be wholly and completely committed to obeying the totality of the definition of morality that He provides in the
Mosaic Covenant and the Bible. Otherwise, he is faking his Christianity, and, as Kierkegaard says, it is an “enormous
illusion” (=deceptive appearance of Christianity and not the real thing and a false belief in his Christianity, because he
actually believes that it is true).

Each moral commandment in the Mosaic Covenant is not a suggestion, but a commandment, so that they all go
together as a moral whole.

2 It is not enough for James’ readers to say that they believe in the gospel, so that they think that their belief qualifies
them to be genuine people of God who will obtain His eternal promises. They must accordingly speak and act. Their
whole lives must correspond to the entirety of the information about the gospel so that they believe, speak, and act in
line with it—even while continuing to be sinners and acknowledging their sin, which are both important parts of all the
details of the gospel.

While the gospel and good news of Jesus as Messiah and high priest is the Covenant/Torah that is the basis of freedom
from God’s condemnation and eternal destruction, the principle of judgment under the Covenant of the gospel is the
same as the Mosaic Covenant. If a sinner violates one commandment of Jesus, it is the same as his violating all of
them, so that he deserves eternal condemnation. Therefore, paying attention to the commandments of the gospel, e.g.,
loving all Christians equally and without partiality, is vital to demonstrate that a person is an authentically changed
person inwardly and will acquire eternal salvation and life.
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30 Treating people impartially is to grant each one “mercy” (#Leog), which is necessary in order for God to grant
“mercy” and hesed to the sinner. Thus, here the Greek word éAeog does not mean “forgiveness.” It means love, care,
respect, and kindness toward any other sinful human being, especially one who is probably showing a genuine interest
in the good news of Jesus as the crucified Messiah, whereby he is the basis of God’s forgiveness and gift of eternal life
to sinners.

Unless a sinner consistently expresses loyal love to other Christians, regardless of their differences financially,
ethnically, etc., he will not receive God’s loyal love of the Kingdom of God.

31 These Christians have become so lost in their desire to become wealthy that they have convinced themselves that a
mere “belief” in the gospel without following through on obeying it appropriately with genuine care and kindness in
their outward actions towards all other Christians, both the wealthy and the poor, is sufficient to obtain eternal salvation
from God. They say they believe in Jesus as the crucified Messiah. Isn’t this enough to gain God’s eternal mercy?
Paul’s answer of course is, No.

32 Again, these Christians are so focused on how they can ingratiate themselves to the wealthy and become wealthy
themselves in the process that they are forgetting the very basic ethic of the gospel of being charitable to their fellow
poor Christians who are lacking in the physical basics of life. This is how they are being partial towards the wealthy.
They will fall all over themselves to make sure the wealthy are comfortable in their Christian assemblies, while
ignoring the basic needs of their poor Christian brothers and sisters. Is this an appropriate way to demonstrate the
gospel? Obviously not.

33 James’ conclusion is that statements of belief in Jesus as the Messiah are vacuous and vain if the so-called Christian
is not acting in a way that is commensurate and in accordance with how Jesus and the whole biblical message instruct
Christians to live. Just the basic, “Love your neighbor [i.e., each and every fellow Christian] as yourself,” is
foundational for assessing the quality of a person’s belief.

James 2:26 For just as the body is dead apart from the spirit, thus also belief is dead apart from actions.

Acts 28:16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself (ka6 €éavtov), with the soldier who was
guarding him.

34 The only way I can make sense of this is to take the adversative ’AAL’ as truly adversative and close the quotes after
the phrase “I have actions,” so that one of the Christian readers is objecting to James’ accusing them of not having
actions and is declaring that he does have actions. And what are his actions? The next verse tells us. He believes that
God is one. And he is convinced that his belief is true and genuine just like any other authentic Christian’s. Therefore,
he is saying that James is stating unequivocally that he as the author of this letter has genuine belief, while he as the
reader of James’ letter apparently has no actions. Well, he begs to differ. He believes in God!

In the light of this, James adds a sentence that is the last part of this verse where he challenges the man to demonstrate
his belief apart or different from the actions which he has just described (i.e., acts of kindness towards Christians who
are poor, so that he demonstrates that he is impartial in his treatment of both the wealthy and the poor) and that he,
James, definitely can demonstrate his belief as a Christian by his own impartial and gracious actions towards all
Christians. James is implying that this letter and obeying the truth he is presenting in it is a good case in point in regard
to the authenticity of his belief.

33 Following the statement in Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear O Israel, Yahweh is our God; Yahweh is one,” these Christians

are thinking that their declaring this Shema is a sufficient “action” so to speak to qualify them to receive God’s eternal

mercy and life. But James begs to differ by pointing out that even the demons believe that there is one God, the God of
Israel. And they tremble and await God’s judgment, condemnation, and destruction as a result of their belief.

36 It is not just the words that a person speaks, the songs that he sings, the church attendance he performs, the doctrines
he says he affirms, the belief that he says he believes (even in the one God and the one Messiah, Jesus) that makes him
an authentic Christian. It is the manner with which he treats other people—all people, regardless of their financial,
social, physical, and even religious status. This must be in line with all God’s moral commandments and instructions,
the attraction to which motivates a person to choose to perform actions according to His commandments.

Thus, appropriate actions accompany authentic belief.

37 James now offers two Old Testament examples of believers’ actions that accompanied their belief that demonstrated
that they true inwardness, changed hearts, and therefore authentic belief. These examples are Abraham (because he is
the father of the Jews) and Rahab (because she was a previously immoral prostitute who changed because of her belief
and actions).

The example of Abraham was his willingness to sacrifice his unique son Isaac in Genesis 22, when it was only through
Isaac that God would bless Abraham eventually with the “great nation” of his descendants on the land of Canaan/Israel.
In other words, Abraham believed God, and, because he did, he obeyed God appropriately—not just in words.

10



August 25, 2019/August 22, 2025 Translation and notes by Earle Craig

38 Here James provides two ways of understanding the relationship between Abraham’s belief and actions—

1) His belief was working with his actions (1 ticTig cuviipyel Toig €pyoig avToD)

2) His belief was filled out by virtue of his actions (¢k t@v €pywv N TicTig ETeAel®On)

The first indicates that belief and appropriate actions of obedience operate in conjunction with one another. They
cooperate with each other, so that one of them is not the sole evidence of authentic Christianity for a sinner.

The second indicates that belief finds its completion and fullness in appropriate actions in line with God’s explicit
instructions about how a sinner should behave, so that the two complement and are intellectually connected to one
another. They are like hand and glove.

39 James quotes Genesis 15:6 about the genuine nature of Abraham’s belief when God told him that his physical
descendants would be as numerous as the stars of the heaven. This kind of belief rendered Abraham justified before
God, that he stood to be forgiven and granted the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant—because he fulfilled the
condition that God placed upon him and on every sinner who wants to take part in these promises.

And James says that God considered Abraham a friend, which it is necessary to be in order to acquire His promises of
the Kingdom of God and eternal life. A friend of the world, as James says in 4:4, is an enemy of God, while an enemy
so to speak of the world is a friend of God. A sinner cannot be committed to the things of this world and to the things of
God. He will hate the one and love the other, or he will love the one and hate the other.

This analysis of Abraham also implies that belief and obedience for Old Testament sinners was exactly like those of
New Testament believers. It started with changed inwardness by God and manifested itself in believing the truth that
God presented and obeying His instructions and commandments that He also presented. It is just that the big truth of
the New Testament is Jesus of Nazareth as the crucified Messiah who will return to fulfill God’s two promises of the
Abrahamic Covenant.

Genesis 15:6 Then he believed in Yahweh, and He reckoned it to him as justification.

2 Chronicles 20:7 “Did You not, O our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel and give it
to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever.”

Isaiah 41:8, “But you, O Israel, Jacob, whom I have chosen, descendant of Jacob, whom I loved [i.e., My friend].”
James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Therefore,
whoever desires to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

40 This is the obvious logical and natural conclusion from looking at Abraham’s belief and actions. A sinner stands to
receive God’s eternal forgiveness and life by virtue of either his actions or his belief, but certainly and necessarily
because of both, which must accompany one another. Or the conclusion is that he has no authentic, biblical belief.

41 Notice that Paul in Hebrews 11 also cites Rahab as a model of belief. Certainly, her ethnicity as a Gentile and her
profession as a prostitute are both striking in the midst of her becoming an authentic believer in Yahweh. If she can,
anybody can. Plus, her belief and obedience saved her life in contrast to the rest of the people of Jericho, whom the
Israelites destroyed.

The angeloi (“angels” literally) here were the Jewish spies sent by Joshua from within Israel. These were not
theophanies like the one man among the three men who visited Abraham in Genesis 18.

Thus, Rahab believed in Yahweh, received the spies as legitimate followers of Him and protected them from death by
her fellow citizens of Jericho by sending them out of the city in order to escape anyone who might want to harm them
within the city. Her actions demonstrated authentic belief and were highly appropriate—even though there was no
explicit commandment or instruction given her by God (or Joshua). She just acted as she thought she should in line
with her genuine belief in Yahweh. You don’t harm His servants from His chosen people, the Jews. Obviously, people
have not behaved accordingly down through history and even in our day.

Hebrews 11:31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had
welcomed the spies in peace.

42 Here James provides an analogy for belief and actions/works. It is the body and the spirit of a human being. If there
is only a collection of different organic tissues that make up a human being, but there is no animating cause by the
transcendent Creator according to His sovereign plan and purpose for the person, then, by definition, the body is dead
and not alive. It is just organic tissue without any life that allows for it to think, feel, and act.

The same is true for belief and actions. There may be a kind of belief like the organic tissue of a human being. But if
there are not appropriate and biblical actions to animate the belief and give it true life, then, by definition, it is dead. In
other words, the person is exhibiting false belief, not authentic belief—even if the person says that he believes in God
and Jesus.

43 Why would James be concerned about his Christian readers’ becoming teachers when the main issue is wealth? It
must have something to do with their craving for wealth and to be friends of the wealthy. Perhaps teachers in that
culture held a special status and standing similar to that of being wealthy. And if they cannot be wealthy, then being
teachers, including teachers of the wealthy, is a close and adequate substitute. Plus, if these Christians are Jews or at
least mostly Jews, then their having come from the setting of synagogues led by respected rabbis would still be an
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important part of how they viewed learning about God and worshiping and obeying Him.

This is not unlike our culture where professional teachers, especially at the level of universities, Christian seminaries,
and Christian churches, enjoy high social esteem in the midst of their students. They are members of the “academy” so
to speak, of institutions where they are considered to be distinguished scholars, who know more and are wiser than
others in their areas of expertise.

Therefore, James is warning his prideful and status-hungry readers against become rabbis and teachers within the
Christian community, because they naturally would have to talk a lot, while currently they are having trouble keeping
what they say in line with God’s requirements for all Christians. For example, they are exhibiting more “envy and
strife” than “humble gentleness of wisdom” according to 3:13-18. And they are engaged in “battles” and “conflicts” as
a result of their “physical desires” leading them towards both craving wealth and status in their culture according to
4:1-3. And they are speaking “ill of one another” according to 4:11-12.

Then, the reason that James gives for his caution against their becoming teachers is because “we” (by which he must be
including himself) “will receive a greater judgment.” Two options for what he means—

1) At the final judgment, God will look very carefully at how teachers and leaders of Christians handled their
responsibilities, so that what they said in their teaching, why they said it, and how they said it should have
corresponded to what the information of the biblical message says about both God and them as sinners rescued by His
grace and love through having provided a crucified Messiah and the Holy Spirit who has invaded their hearts—as Paul
talks about, for example, in Romans 5:1-11. The result of God’s judgment will be either eternal life for those who
spoke well (in accordance with their changed hearts that appropriately desired to obey God) or eternal death for those
who spoke poorly (in accordance with their unchanged hearts that unfortunately did not desire to obey God).

2) An assessment by God and human beings both during the time that someone teaches and afterwards that results in
their learners’ either becoming wiser because they have been taught well or becoming merely more religious because
they have been taught poorly—so that the proof of the pudding will be in how mature or not their students become in
living out their Christianity.

3) During the course of a person’s life, what they do will naturally correspond to what they say, so that the more they
talk publicly, i.e., by being a teacher, the more obvious will be the authenticity or lack thereof of their Christianity and
whether or not they have a changed heart by virtue of their actions. The “greater judgment” is the more obvious
assessment of teachers’ lives by others, so that James is concerned about the Christian appearance of the teachers of
Christianity by their actions too, implying that it is very important that the teachers’ lives correspond to the truth that
they are supposedly teaching. Otherwise, they are sending the wrong message to the community of believers and to the
unbelievers too.

It is the second option that is similar to what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3. For example, 1 Corinthians 3:10 According
to God’s grace that was given to me, I laid a foundation as a wise expert builder, and another is building on it.
However, let each one beware of how he builds on it, 3:11 because no one should lay a foundation other than the one
that is valid, which is Jesus the Messiah. 3:12 And if someone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, or straw, 3:13 each person’s work will become evident, for the day will make it clear, because it will
be revealed by means of fire. And the fire itself will make obvious what sort of work has belonged to each person. 3:14
If someone’s work which he has built on it remains, then he will receive a wage. 3:15 If someone’s work is burned up,
he will suffer loss. Now, will he himself be saved? Well, it would be in this manner as through fire.

But the rest of the chapter leads towards the third option—the effect of what a person says on what he does (not on
what others do). If he speaks only truth and kindness towards both God and man, then his life will manifest the same in
“his actions in the humble gentleness of wisdom” (according to 3:13). If not, then his life is filled with “battles” and
“conflicts” among his fellow believers, just as people committed to the world fight among one another for money,
power, and prestige. These become the goals of the battles among Christians, too, which is why James is having to
write this letter to the specific Christian communities in the dispersion.

Certainly, the first two options are at stake—God’s final judgment that results in etierh eternal life or death and the kind
of life the learners will live as a result of the quality of the information provided by the teachers. James’ statements in
this letter are rather black and white, so that option #1 is certainly a possibility, and #2 makes sense also in the light of
the importance that both James and Paul put on teachers’ carrying out their responsibilities. For example, we can
imagine how careful Paul must have been in carrying out his responsibility as the apostle and teacher to the Gentiles
and to all the people to whom he conveyed the information of the Bible about Jesus as the Messiah. But the full context
of this letter points to #3 as the correct option.

Therefore, a fuller translation of peifov xpipa in this context is probably “a more obvious assessment by others” of the
teachers’ Christianity in the midst of their communicating their knowledge and understanding of the Bible to others as
much as Christian teachers do.

44 James now makes the comment that “we all,” by which he probably means all of us sinful human beings, manifest
our sin in many ways in our lives (“trip over many things”). Indeed, if theoretically a person does not sin by the method
of what he says, then it must mean that he has the capability of making choices in regard to the rest of his body that
likewise are not sinful (“able to hold in check even his whole body”). This is to say that he is a morally perfect person
(“a complete man”).

James is implying that the use of words by a human being is central and foundational to how he manifests his humanity
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publicly. There is a strong physiological and personal connection between what a person says and what he does that
reveals his moral condition—either good or evil.

Is a person speaking well and therefore acting well? Or is he speaking poorly and therefore acting poorly? Ideally,
human beings are required by the morally perfect God to be characterized by the former, not the latter. Implicit in
James’ statement is that Christian teachers (and even Christians who are not teachers) should be more like the former.
But, in the midst of James’ readers’ trying to enhance their status among the wealthy by becoming teachers within their
Christian gatherings (perhaps because this is easier than becoming wealthy themselves), they do not realize or
appreciate the responsibility that they are taking on that requires much more maturity, humility, and righteous behavior
than any of them is currently demonstrating within their Christian gatherings.

Certainly, the only human being who never tripped in what he both said and did was Jesus the Messiah. And, of course,
we should work at imitating him as much as possible. But we also should be very careful about pursuing a vocation of
teaching within the Christian community in the light of James’ warning about the problem of sin’s effect on what a
person says and does.

Originally, I thought that James was talking about the kind of person that it is possible to become within this age of
human history. But I think he is speaking only hypothetically, especially in the light of the first sentence of the verse,
“For we all trip over many things,” meaning that even he as an apostle and biblical author sins by what he says and
does. Nevertheless, he is very careful as a teacher of the gospel of Jesus the Messiah to speak in only a morally good
manner and then to act likewise.

45 James provides two analogies to what a person says and the moral direction his life takes that corresponds to it—

1) The bit in a horse’s mouth is the means by which the rider directs the path of the horse. As a result, the horse
“obeys” its rider, and the horse walks in exactly the direction that the rider wants it to do so. In other words, the path of
the horse indicates the desire of the rider. If the rider wants the horse to walk on along a cliff, then it will walk along
the cliff. If the rider wants the horse to walk off the cliff, then (supposing it is completely under the control of rider), it
will walk off the cliff. And, in the final analysis, it is the small bit in the horse’s mouth that controls the whole rest of
the body of the horse on behalf of the rider’s inner inclinations.

2) The rudder of a large ship is the means by which the pilot directs the path of the ship. As a result, the ship is
“directed” by the pilot with the “very small rudder.” The “wish” of the pilot is fulfilled by the ship by means of the
rudder. And this is in spite of the “harsh winds” that are also producing their influence on the sails and the ship. Again,
James’ point is mainly the size of the rudder, “very small,” that has the effect of causing the “large” ship to sail in the
direction that it does according to the “wishes” of the pilot. The path of the ship reveals the inner inclinations of the
pilot.

Therefore, the larger “actions” of a human being reveal his inner “wishes” and inclinations that are in accordance with
his mouth and what he says, where his mouth and tongue are relatively small, physically speaking, than the rest of his
body that proceeds along the same course as his mouth. Therefore, in order to assessment the inner inclinations of a
teacher (or any human being), all one has to do is listen to what they say, how they say it, while discerning why they
say it—outside the context of their actually teaching.

And, if teachers/rabbis, are supposed to be presenting orally, publicly, and therefore in an obvious way the truth of God
and the best information that any sinful human being can hear and obtain, then they should provide the best example of
this teaching by what they say apart from the information itself. For example, are they blessing God and cursing their
fellow human beings, when only God has the right and responsibility to do the latter—unless we are talking about the
apostle Paul and the situation he describes it in the book of Galatians. The harsh attitude of the false teachers was a
clear indication of their unchanged hearts and unbelief. As a result, Paul, who knew the gospel better than anyone of his
day, felt justified in claiming that people who presented the kind of “gospel” they were deserved God’s condemnation
and not blessing.

46 James continues his analysis of the size and actions of a sinful person’s mouth, and most specifically the tongue by
which he forms the words that come out of his mouth, in comparison to its effect on the rest of the person’s body and
the appearance of his persona.

He says that the mouth “boasts great things.” Three options for what James means—

1) The emphasis is on the boasting, that the person feels the need to talk about his great accomplishments, which are
actually true. But he just has to brag about them and point them out to feel good about himself and to solicit the
admiration and praise of his fellow sinful human beings. He is not content to know about what he is done himself. He
has to have others recognize his accomplishments for him to feel good about himself.

2) The emphasis is on the great things, which may not actually be true. He has to project a more successful appearance
than his accomplishments allow and make people think that he has been more successful than he has.

3) Both #1 and #2 to varying degrees depending upon the situation.

The correct option is in line with the second sentence that that the small fire, the tongue and the words that come out of
a person’s mouth during his boasting “sets ablaze so large a forest.” The large forest is analogous to the “great things”
that the person boasts. Whether or not these “things” are true, the fact that the person believes he must brag about them
instead of quietly enjoying them by himself is like a large forest of trees going up on smoke when a small fire gets
started in their midst. The fire, the boastful words, happens, and the appearance of a proud and arrogant sinful human
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being, the large forest on fire, occurs.

Therefore, the problem is the pride and arrogance without appropriate humility. Also, the problem is seeking honor and
praise now among one’s fellow sinful human beings instead of waiting patiently for the honor and praise that God will
provide when Jesus returns and the Kingdom of God comes into existence.

These Christians are intent upon pursuing wealth, status (even by becoming teachers), and association with wealthy
people, which only creates an atmosphere and envy and competition, which is completely contrary to the gospel
message of mercy and love.

47 x6opog here probably means “the sum total.” What a person says is the sum total of their sinfulness, because it
“boasts great things” and reveals his arrogance and pride when these things and he are miniscule in comparison to the
universe and especially to God, whose forgiveness he needs so much more than the honor and praise that his fellow
sinful human beings can give him.

James also says that the tongue and a person’s speaking ability leads the way when it comes to how he lives his life and
the persona (=the aspect of someone’s character that is presented to or perceived by others) that he projects from
himself towards other people and the kind of person they see. Does he come across as a bona fide Christian and
follower of Jesus as the Messiah, or does he come across as an arrogant rebel against God? Obviously, James is
encouraging them to be the former, which would also include they not seeking the status of being rabbis, which, by
talking as much as they would, also would expose their arrogance and pride.

To “stain the whole body” is for what a person says to color their life and reveal their moral quality—either committed
to humble goodness and eternal life or committed to worldly status and arrogance.

To “set on fire the wheel of life” is for what a person says to affect their whole course of life and, again, reveal the
condition of their heart.

For what they say to be “set on fire by Gehenna [the burning garbage dump outside Jerusalem]” is to identify the
source of what they say, what they do, and the condition of their inwardness as the place of eternal punishment, i.e.,
destruction that has happened because a person receives God’s condemnation as a result of their sin and rebellion
against Him. In other words, this is a metonymy, the effect being put for the cause. The cause is sin. The effect is
condemnation and destruction in the garbage dump of eternity.

48 Here in vs. 7-9, James provides an additional analogy regarding people’s ability to control their tongue and speech.
Human beings have been able to bring all sorts of other beings created by God under their control, both those wild
animals on land or in the air or in the sea. These are not domesticated animals but those either providing food or from
whom any “human created being” needs protection.

But the one wild animal so to speak that human beings have not been able to kill or control to keep it from wreaking
havoc in their lives is the tongue/mouth/speech. James calls it an “unstable evil full of deadly poison,” and he will go
on to describe explicitly what he means by this.

49 In this context, mistreating the poor in the Christian assemblies by making them stand or sit in a humiliating place at
the feet of the wealthy constitutes cursing them who are made in the image of God.

The Christian practice of these people is vacuous and empty in that it includes both praising God and speaking ill of the
poor and mistreating them. Therefore, human beings can “tame” wild creatures on the land and in the air and sea, but
they cannot “tame” their “speech” adequately in regard to other human beings to so as to align their words and actions
with God’s instructions in the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah.

30 James gives three more analogies to hammer home the point he is making about what Christians should say in regard
to their fellow Christians and human beings—

1) Does a natural water spring bring forth two radically different kinds of water, i.e., water that is clean and sweet to the
taste and water that is brackish and bitter to the taste? Obviously not.

2) Does a fig tree even have the ability to produce a completely different kind of fruit, i.e., olives, and can a grape vine
produce figs? Obviously not. These do not have the ability to produce fruit that is not part of their design.

3) Nor can a jar of salt water all of a sudden produce fresh and sweet water. Again, it is simply not in the design or
ability of the created reality to produce these anomalies, things that deviate from the normal.

Therefore, if a sinful human being says that he is committed to following the moral instructions of the biblical message
regarding the Messiah, then his speech and his actions must align with his professed commitment and these
instructions.

James’ point is that there really will be a consistency between what an authentic Christians says about God and how he
acts towards his fellow believers and other human beings. If there is no consistency, then he really does not believe
what he says about God. His faith is a sham and fraudulent.

And, in this context, Jewish rabbis may have been promoting their teaching and their synagogues to attract the wealthy
while sidelining and ignoring the poor, so that this mentality has easily crept into the Jewish Christian communities.
And James wants it to stop for the sake of everyone’s eternal destiny, where the condition for entering the Kingdom of
God is to have a changed heart from which authentic righteousness springs forth.
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5! This is the second time James has brought up the importance of wisdom. The first was in 1:5 regarding the wisdom
to believe that tests of our belief are joyful occasions to watch it persevere and demonstrate its authenticity for the sake
of entering the Kingdom of God.

Here, he is referring to the wisdom of “speaking” well of one’s fellow Christians and acting well in conjunction with
the information of Jesus as the Messiah, especially within the context of the gathering of believers so as not to be
partial towards anyone, namely the wealthy in this case. James wants their whole lives to match God’s instructions for
believers and their profession of belief in Him, starting with their words and talk about and to each other.

This will mean that they have not only biblical “wisdom” but also a proper “understanding” according to the
information in the Bible, which, in turn, will result in a “good way of life”” and “actions in the humble gentleness of”
the “wisdom” that God has called them to live. Their humility stems from their awareness of their sinfulness, need for
God’s mercy, and willingness to be ordinary simply by virtue of having the same mark of biblical authenticity as every
other Christian—a changed heart. They do not have to be greater than other human beings in any way that their culture
uses to define greatness and success. They just have to be Christians. This is enough for their status within human
society and comes from their “wisdom” of “understanding” the gospel.

52 James is hitting the nail on the head. These Jewish Christians are overwhelmed with

1) their “bitter envy,” which is their unstoppable desire for wealth that will bring them status had and the approval of
others in their community, and

2) their “strife” that is the result of their envy, in that they are conflict with one another over how they are going to
achieve the most social accolades and honor within the community.

And these have led to their bragging and claiming more achievements and status, so that they are lying about
themselves to others in their community. And all this is completely antithetical to the “truth” of the biblical message
and God’s instructions for the moral behavior of His people.

Thus, their bragging about wealth or their close association with wealthy people betrays the sin of envy in their hearts
that leads them to be contentious and competitive with one another on who has the most wealth and the most wealthy
friends. It also places them in a position of opposing the gospel by diverting them from loving their fellow Christians.
James will describe in more detail in chapter 4 the strife that these Christians are experiencing.

33 James is saying that there are two kinds of wisdom—that of God and that demons, that which comes “from above”
and that which is “earthly.”

The world is all about money, wealth, power, influence, and control of reality and people by the rich and powerful. But
this is to embrace the wisdom so to speak of that which comes from sinful human beings and rebellious, created beings
in the spiritual realm, whose leader we know to be Satan.

The community of God’s people, the wisdom that comes from the transcendent creator, who resides outside the
creation (“above”) and not just in a different part of the created reality, should be about love, humility, authentic human
equality (of the heart in the midst of sin!), and the willingness to be powerless in the light of the loving, sovereign,
determining God who is always carrying out His eternal plans and purposes within the story of human history.

34 Envy that results in strife is where we will find the chaos of human beings competing within one another without
appropriate love and care for each other where we will find “every evil thing” that brings about harm and suffering for
human beings. This is simply “natural” as James said in the previous verse.

35 Here James lists seven characteristics of divinely commanded wisdom, and we also know that only God can produce
these through our desires from a changed heart—

1) “pure” (&yv1)) = not contaminated by evil and that which is contrary to biblical morality at the level of our desires,
because James knows that human beings continued to be contaminated by evil within their beings. This the same as the
“good that I wish” that Paul mentions in Romans 7, but that he does not do because of his “flesh” and how the story
unfolds according to God’s purposes within this creation.

2) “peaceful” (eipnvikn) = willing to be at peace and pursue peace with all other sinful human beings instead of
allowing his craving for the things of this world and the status that comes from having them cause him to be in conflict
with them by making sure they do not have what he wants, so that he can have the most and be considered the most
successful and the greatest

3) “gentle” (émewkng) = willing to yield to others and their desires and goals, if it is appropriate, to avoid conflict and
strife in his relationships with them. We do not have to have it all now, because the future Kingdom of God will
provide us with so much more than we can every acquire in the present realm.

Philippians 4:5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.

4) “willing to trust” (evmedng) = willing to trust God for His sovereign plans and purposes and to be persuaded that He
knows what He is doing and can be trusted

5) “full of mercy and good fruits” (ueotn éléovg kol Kaprdv dyad®dv) = desires and actions that express mercy and
forgiveness while also including many other effects of mercy like the good Samaritan of Luke who took extensive care
of the man beaten by the robbers and left on the side of the road

6) “single-minded” (&81dkpitog) = unwaringly committed to the truth of Jesus as the Messiah and to following his
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instructions of biblical morality in one’s life

7) “unhypocritical” (&vvrdxprrog) = not playacting Christianity as a religious script to be followed to impress others
with external practices but genuinely pursuing knowing, believing, and obeying the truth from God for the sake of
acquiring His promises of the Abrahamic Covenant

36 Speaking of effects, which arises from being justified before God on the basis of one’s authentic belief in Jesus as the
Messiah, are the “fruit of justification” and are “sown in shalom,” meaning the context in which they occur is one of
peace with God as they perform peace and pursue peace in their relationships with one another within the Christian
community and its gatherings and within society at large.

“Peace” makes sense as the meaning “shalom” (eiprjvn) in this context because these people are at odds with one
another as they compete with envy and conflicts for status and position by pursuing wealth and influence among the
wealthy.

57 James has already stated that the source of their “battles” and “conflicts” is their envy. Now, he explicitly indicates
that this envy comes from “physical desires which are waging war in [their] members.” Two options regarding the
“waging war’—

1) the sinful desires of their humanity are competing with one another for dominance, i.e., there are multiple desires

2) the sinful desires are competing with their desires for righteousness and to obey God, i.e., the desires of their change
hearts are doing battle with the desires of their natural born humanity and sins

I am inclined to think that #1 is correct, even though the apostle Paul writes of the battle between his sinful desires and
his righteous leaning mind in Romans 7. James is referring to the multiple sinful desires and their constantly competing
with one another for dominance within his readers who are succumbing to their enticements so that they are spilling
over into their relationships with their fellow Christians and creating battles and conflicts among them for status and
position by means of wealth (the focus of their desire to appear successful) and association with the wealthy (when the
issue could be athletic success, political power and success, or any other cultural measure of success). In other words,
there needs to be more a fight between their righteous desires and their unrighteous desires, because all that seems to be
happening is fights between their unrighteous desires.

Their ”members” is a metaphorical way of referring to the fact that they are embodied thought, emotion, and choice
producing persons who are made in the image of God and can make either good or evil choices in their thoughts and
actions.

Luke 8:14 “The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they
are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life (Vo pepuvdv kot TAovTov KOl NdovdV ToD Piov), and
bring no fruit to maturity.”

Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures
(8ovievovreg émBvuiong kol ndovaig woikidag), spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.
Romans 7:14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.

Romans 7:23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making
me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

38 Their strong desire for wealth and status that is not satisfied and fulfilled results in their committing murder. How are
they killing people? By withholding biblical care and concern for them. It is as though the people in need do not exist.
They have made them disappear in the midst of their own strong desires to pursue something worldly that their
“members” consider more important than both biblical morality and eternal life.

In James 1:5, he mentioned asking for the wisdom necessary to understand that life’s difficulty circumstances are an
opportunity to rejoice in God and experience the perseverance of one’s belief through His strength. Here, wisdom
particularly involves knowing and understanding the gospel and biblical morality that places the things of this world in
perspective and in proportion to the gift of eternal life while making good choices to do what is good and right
regardless of one’s status and position within human society.

Here, their “envy” is driving them to battle with one another for prestige while not asking God for what He wants to
provide them, which apparently they do not have either, i.e., just like their not having wealth. They are not asking for
the right things. By implication, they are asking for the wrong things.

39 James says that God is withholding wealth from them, even though they are asking for it (and, of course, He is a
good and loving God who wants to give His people good gifts). But He is withholding wealth and status (obviously,
because they do not have them), because He does not fulfill people’s desires to satisfy their sinful pleasures, even
though they ask for it.

Their intent is “evil,” and God is not interested in promoting evil among or within His people. They want to “spend”
their wealth for their own selfish goals and not in order to do righteousness before God and for the sake of His truth.

60 James is usually rather harsh language. He is saying that his Jewish, Christian readers are acting like wives who are

being unfaithful to their husband and sleeping with another man. They have become unfaithful to God while pursuing a
committed relationship with world. The context indicates that this is by virtue of their craving the wealth that this
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existence can provide along with status and honor within society. And they are doing this at the expense of biblical
morality to which God has called them and expects of them as His “bride” so to speak.

But their becoming so friendly with the world also means that they have turned themselves into sinners who hate God
and are God’s enemies.

And, unfortunately, they are demonstrating that this is their desire and plan (BovAn61j), that their pursuits and actions
come from within them. Their inward desires, plans, and purposes are the source of their adulterous behavior towards
God in their craving wealth and status, particularly when they are committed to these desires and pursuits.

Ezekiel 16:32 “You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband.”

Hosea 3:1 Then Yahweh said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as
Yahweh loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.”

6! Here, “the spirit [God] has established in us” is our moral beingness, especially our hearts with their fundamental
commitment and desire for righteousness and salvation in the midst of the evil and sinfulness of our flesh and defining
moral essence. God “jealously wants and desires” our hearts to be oriented towards Him, so that we pursue goodness
and being God’s friends instead of His enemies. If we truly are Christians, then God has “established in us” changed
hearts, and He wants us to live accordingly. He does not want us to make choices in opposition to our hearts that would
lead us to choose to acquire wealth and status (or any other worldly things) instead of worshiping Him. The former
would be to worship false gods.

Because the “scripture” of the New Testament did not yet exist, James is saying that the entire Old Testament declares
that God jealously wants our complete and undivided devotion and hearts in the midst of the tempting things and
pursuits of the world that scream at us that they are more valuable than God and His promise of eternal mercy and life
(and in the midst of our evil defining moral essence).

62 The direction James’ readers are going is down the path of pride and arrogance because of their desire to be wealthy
and increase their status and position in the community. But God’s grace and ultimately eternal salvation comes to only
those who humble themselves before Him in their current position and are willing to remain as they are if this is what
God wills and has planned for their lives.

In other words, God’s gift through His grace of salvation, eternal life, and the status of being immortal and morally
perfect in the Kingdom of God is “greater” than the sense of life and well-being that wealth and status in this world can
bring.

63 James draws a conclusion from the fact that God will grant the greater grace of the Kingdom of God to Jesus’
followers that they should “submit to God” in order to realize this gift and grace in the future.

Then, by exhorting them to “oppose the devil,” James implies that craving and pursuing wealth as these Christians are
is to buy into the intentions and purposes of God’s archenemy, Satan. Of course, he wants to influence people to
worship the false gods of the creation instead of the one true God, the God of the Bible.

James also says that the Christians’ concerted effort and choice to submit to God’s program and promises that means
opposing Satan will actually cause him to “flee from” them. Why? Because they are not easy marks, and he probably
will go find other people who are. Of course, the really easy marks are those do not have changed hearts and are
already entrenched in Satan’s program of being unwilling to seek and obey God.

% In line with submitting to God’s desires and requirements for a human being, especially for sinners at the level of
their hearts, James exhorts his readers to “draw near to God,” meaning stay close to Him and His understanding of
reality and moral commandments. If they do, then God “will draw near to” them, meaning, I think that He will cause
them to acquire eternal life in the Kingdom of God. In other words, James is not talking about a present nearness to
God in the present realm, but to a future nearness (that does require that God faithfully cause those whom He has
predestined to eternal life to persevere in their belief, obedience, and the fundamental, existential commitment to
righteousness and salvation.

Then James uses the Old Testament language of cleansing and purifying to refer to what these Jewish Christians should
do. The should “cleanse [their] hands” and “purify [their] hearts.” Their “hands” probably refers to their outward
actions, while their “hearts” refers to their inward desires and commitments. James wants them to engage in clean acts,
i.e., those of righteousness and biblical goodness. He also want them to have hearts that are single-minded, not
“double-minded” as they have been demonstrating by their obsession with wealth and status within the world. They
claim to be obsessed with God, but they are showing that they are obsessed with the material things of the world. This
is their double-mindedness. James exhorts them to have one fundamental obsession, that of worshiping and obeying
God for the sake of obtaining life in the eternal Kingdom of God.

James 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near (fyyikev).

Acts 10:15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”

Acts 21:24 take them and purify yourself along with them, and 'pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads;
and all will know that there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you yourself also
walk orderly, keeping the Law.

James 1:7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 1:8 being a double-minded
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man, unstable in all his ways.

65 James is implying that his Jewish, Christian readers are failing to appreciate the depth of the problem of their sin and
its consequences, i.e., judgment and eternal destruction. He wants them to face squarely into the evil at the level of their
defining human essence and “be sorrowful and mourn and weep” over their immoral condition. Naturally they prefer
the “laughter” of pursuing wealth and associating with wealthy people. And there is nothing wrong with laughter per
se. It is just if we obsess over pursuing opportunities to laugh because of worldly circumstances, even moral ones, at
the expense of facing into our sin and its eternal consequences.

James wants them to appreciate just how dire their condition is because they deserve God’s complete judgment and
condemnation and to weep over their destined future—if they do not change their hearts and fundamental desires, so
that they want moral goodness and obedience to God that results in eternal life than anything else that is possible to
acquire in this world.

66 Humility, the quality of assessing one’s value, importance, and abilities modestly and accurately, especially in the
light of God’s existence as the uncreated author of all reality, so that we do not overestimate our importance, cannot be
overemphasized.

Doing so will result eventually is God’s exalting us to the level of immortality and moral perfection, two qualities for
created beings that are the ultimate in value, enjoyment, and importance.

67 Here, James must mean the entirety of God’s instructions by the “Torah.” It commands believers in both the Old
Testament and New Testament to love and care for one another in a humble and gentle manner, and certainly not
harshly and with harsh words in the midst of competing with one another, especially by cravingly pursuing wealth, for
position and status within the Christian community and the community at large.

To “speak ill of a brother,” etc. is to “speak ill of the Torah,” etc., because the Mosaic Covenant and OT instruct the
Jewish believer in how to treat his fellow Jew, especially his fellow believing Jew. Therefore, to mistreat one’s fellow
Jew is to disregard and, in a sense, condemn, i.e., destroy the OT. It is to make the OT irrelevant. A person might as
well toss it into the trash bin and burn it. The instructions of God in the Bible for how we live is our lifeline to truth, to
understanding reality, and to receiving God’s mercy, forgiveness, and promise of eternal life.

So to ignore the instructions of the OT and then claim that one is following the OT is not to “do” God’s instructions but
to sit in judgment of them and condemn them to annihilation—that which God will do to unbelievers, as James is
implying here.

%8 Only one person has the right to sit in judgment of the OT and the Bible, God Himself, who has given His
instructions for moral behavior through them. And this is the same God who has the ability and right to rescue sinful
people like us from His wrath and condemnation or to “destroy” these very same sinful people—depending upon how
they relate themselves to His moral instructions.

Thus, like Paul in Romans 9, James asks his readers to consider what kind of beings they are. He will go on to say that
they are those whose lives are under the direct control of God, who causes their lives to proceed down the path of
human existence just as He desires. He is asking them to reflect on their creatureliness in relation to the transcendent
creator who is in control of every detail of the created reality and the entire universe.

% James now goes on to explain who they all are in the midst of their obsessing on wealth instead of on God. Their
presumption about being in control of their lives to the extent of claiming to predict their future business pursuits is
evidence of rebellion against their being clay pots on the potter’s wheel of the loving, sovereign, determining God of all
the created reality.

They think they have their lives all under control and that this is the correct attitude as they also claim to be obeying
God. Probably their perspective is that God helps those who help themselves and that God will reward them with
wealth for their supposed obedience and business efforts—especially according to the Mosaic Covenant, which does
speak of God’s blessing the nation of Israel materially for their obedience.

70 There are two points that James is making here—

1) Life is unpredictable, implying that God is ultimately in control of each of our stories. We make genuine, existential
choices within the creation, but we do not have the ability or power to ensure that life proceeds exactly as we want or
plan. We do the best we can to craft the kind of life we want to live, but there are the vicissitudes and happy surprises
of our existence that none of us can predict. Therefore, to think and talk in a way where we are 100% certain that life
will be a particular way the next minute, hour, day, week, month, or year is to overstep our bounds and usurp God’s
place, right, and responsibility within the creation.

2) We are as ephemeral and temporary as our breath which we see when we exhale on a cold, damp day. James is
implying that God causes us to exist and causes us to pass out of existence on the earth and in this realm. Again, we are
not in control of when we are born and begin to exist on the earth or when God may say that our life in this realm has
come to an end. Again, God is ultimately in control of our being in existence, and for us to think or talk as we have the
power and ability to cause our existence is to overstep our bounds and usurp God’s place, right, and responsibility
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within the creation.

71 “If the Lord desires” (¢&v 6 xvprog Berrion) should be the mantra and slogan of our lives as created beings. Nothing
we do and nothing happens to us apart from what God determines according to His transcendent causation as the author
of the story of human and cosmic history.

Therefore, James is exhorting these Jewish Christians to make plans with the thought in mind that ultimately God’s
plans will prevail, even while their making the plans they do are being determined by God. This is somewhat wild and
crazy for us human beings to grasp, but God may cause something completely different form our plans to happen even
though He has caused us to make the plans we do in the first place.

There are God’s desires and human beings’ desires. If we are thinking correctly and logically, only God’s determining
desires will be fulfilled, while the fulfillment of ours is contingent on His plans and desires.

72 Again, even though God causes sinners to brag and boast about their ability, strength, and power regarding what they
want their lives to be, their bragging and boasting with the pretensions of grandiose ideas about themselves that ignore
God’s transcendent authorship, the bragging and boasting are sin and requires repentance and a change of mind and
perspective. Fundamentally, they need a level of humility before God as their transcendent creator that they are
obviously lacking.

Thus, claiming the degree of control over their lives that James is speaking of is just plain evil in the light of the truth
of God’s sovereign determinism.

73 These Christians are stuck with having been exposed to the truth of the gospel—first by someone who presented the
gospel to them initially and now by James as he lays out the truth for them in this letter. They have no excuse now to
keep going the direction which they have been pursuing. They know their obsession with wealth and status is sin, and
they must repent and change their thinking about reality and live their lives in line with the gospel of God’s sovereign
determinism, His eternal mercy and grace, and the hope of future wealth and status in the Kingdom of God.

74 James turns his attention to the very people whom his readers want to be like and addresses them and their lack of
biblical spirituality directly. He tells them to “weep and wail” because they are headed towards the “miseries” (¢l taig
talouropiaig YudV taig érepyopévarg) of God’s judgment and condemnation. And they will die, eternally, as a result.
These “miseries” are all “coming upon” them when God brings about the final judgment.

This paragraph of vs. 1-6 could apply to any one or group who obsess on something or things within the creation that
they consider necessary and vital in order to exist in the present realm, e.g., health, political power, athletic ability and
winning in sports, etc., in contrast to obsessing on God and His promises of forgiveness and life in the eternal Kingdom
of God when Jesus returns.

75 Metaphorically speaking, the signs of wealthy unbelievers, their money and their fine clothing, have decayed and are
disappearing, because they will be no good to them at the final judgment when God condemns them to eternal
destruction. In other words, all that they have that reveals their status in the world and makes them feel good about
themselves in their positions of power and control over others is in the process of getting destroyed, because they
themselves are headed towards destruction. Their money and fine clothing may seem completely intact and permanent
now. But a time is coming, the judgment of God, when this wealth will disappear, along with the ones who owned it in
the present realm and were obsessed with obtaining it.

76 More metaphorical language by James to emphasize the eternal predicament that the unbelieving wealthy people are
in. Even though pure gold and silver do not “rust,” James makes them do so to say that these that constitute their
“treasure” will turn against them at God’s final judgment by bearing “witness” to their obsession with the false god of
material riches and then destroying them by eating their “flesh” as if they catch on fire and burn them up.

All their wealth they have accumulated and are keeping will reveal the nature of their hearts “in the last days,” when
the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20 occurs.

Again, it is not that wealth per se is wrong and evil. The problem is with the human heart that is oriented towards the
stuff of the creation instead of towards God Himself and His grace, mercy, and promise of eternal life for obtaining
fulfillment and satisfaction in the midst of our human existence.

77 James points out one of the ways that these unbelieving wealthy people have accumulated so much material riches is
by not paying their laborers a fair wage. And the groans of their underpaid laborers have literally reached the ears of
God, the “Lord of Hosts” (the God who is compelled by His righteous character to help the needy), i.e., their greed has
led them to be unfair and unkind towards those who work for them. They should pay them appropriately, meaning that
they should treat them properly—in regard to their wages, how they speak to them, the length of time during the day
that they require them to work, etc. They should seek to maximize their comfort and satisfaction in life in the same
manner that they are doing for themselves—but at a fair wage, not paying them more than they are worth necessarily,
but certainly not underpaying them either. This would be to exercise goodness and righteousness towards them, so that
they are not obsessed with wealth and, as a result, mistreating others.
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And they have failed to take into account that God sees and knows everything that they are doing and all the
unrighteousness that they have done. James is implying that God will eventually act justly towards the wealthy to the
degree that they have not acted justly towards those who work for them.

1 Samuel 1:11 She made a vow and said, “O Yahweh of hosts (m&;'.f' ﬂjﬂ’:) (Adovar kvpie eroat capawd), if You

will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will

give Your maidservant a son, then I will give him to Yahweh all the days of his life, and a razor shall never come on
his head.”

78 James directly accuses the wealthy of the sin of sensuality = of obsessing on satisfying their physical desires and
pleasures. And James adds that this is “on the earth,” which is obvious. But he probably is implying that there is a
contrast between the location of their sin now and that of their judgment and destruction later, which will be nowhere.
If all they want is what they can get from this “earth” now, then they have missed the point of what it means to be a
human being, i.e., to seek and obey God with all ones heart and mind.

Plus, the wealthy who lack any submission to God have pursued their sensuality beyond the proper limits that God
places on us human beings through the writings of the Bible. They have “fed their hearts” by maximizing the food so to
speak that they have needed to satisfy their physical pleasures, as a pig or cattle farmer who wants to maximize the
weight of his animals before he kills them either to sell them or to eat them. The more food that he can provide others
or himself, the better. The same seems to be true for the wealthy. The fatter the physical an sensual satisfaction of their
“hearts,” the better for themselves, too. But the “slaughter” of eternal death and destruction is coming for them.

79 Here James adds another particular sin by the wealthy who are ignoring God and obsessed with the things of this
world. They dismiss authentic believers in God and in Jesus to the point that they persecute them and even put them to
death. And there is nothing these believers can do to protect themselves from the opposition they encounter from the
unbelieving rich. They cannot “resist” them.

And I assume this is in the midst of the fact that the Christians have done nothing wrong and nothing to deserve such
mistreatment. They are being treated unjustly by those who want nothing to do with God and the truth.

80 James now emphasizes a key characteristic for all Christians who understand the gospel—patience. Why? Because
the sin of craving the things of this creation in order to feel good about ourselves and to acquire the status and sense of
belonging that every human being wants in this world overwhelms our willingness to wait for the Kingdom of God,
which will arrive at “the grand appearance of the Lord,” i.e., when Jesus returns, and we will reach a sense of
fulfillment and enjoyment that cannot be compared to anything like it in the present realm.

James incorporates another analogy, that of the “farmer” who waits patiently for the rain to arrive and cause the seed
which he has sowed to grow. While the rain is not necessarily a guarantee because of the fickle weather of this world,
God’s sending Jesus to restore the Kingdom of Israel is. Therefore, this is a loose analogy, but an apt one nevertheless.
The point is that the farmer has to wait. He has to be patient. Or he is simply not being a farmer. And he probably gets
somewhat used to being patient year after year until he dies. The same must be true for the authentic Christian.

81 James first repeats his exhortation to be patient to emphasize how important submitting to God’s sovereign
determinism in history is so important for us sinful human beings. Then, he urges his readers to strengthen “their
hearts,” by which he probably means that they must take the truth of the gospel and the conviction that it is true and
cause it intellectually, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually to motivate them and give them the courage to
endure the suffering in their lives of their sin and even people’s mistreatment as they await Jesus’ return, the inception
of the eternal Kingdom of God, and the promises of LIFE and moral perfection that God will then grant them.

He also says that “the grand appearance of the Lord is near,” not meaning soon, but certain and guaranteed, because it
is the transcendent and uncreated God who will bring it about within this story that He is telling.

82 James has already spoken of the conflicts that exist among his Christian readers that have arisen because of their
craving wealth and the status that coms from it, thus competing with one another for the attention of the rich. They are
even speaking ill of one another in the process, rather than being caring and loving towards each other.

Of course, this kind of unchristian behavior would happen regardless of what kind of thing within the creation that
people long for more than God.

James is warning them that, if they remain committed to their competitive behavior and harsh language towards each
other, they will not obtain God’s mercy and eternal life, but His condemnation instead. In other words, they are risking
revealing hearts of unbelief as opposed to hearts of belief. They are not willing the one thing of mercy and life. They
are willing more the things of the creation.

83 James refers his readers to the history of the Jewish people, that there were those among them, the prophets, who did
not waver in their proclaiming and obeying the truth of God regarding the nation of Israel and who, as a result, suffered
at the hands of those who opposed God. But they remained patient as they waited for the same blessing that God
promised Abraham in the Abrahamic Covenant—life everlasting.
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84 The “especially favored” to whom James is referring are the OT prophets “who persevered” in their belief,
obedience, and willingness to proclaim the truth publicly, even if it meant their death.

James cites the example of Job, but his doing so is a bit tricky to interpret. God restored Job’s children and material
wealth, even increasing the latter in this age and realm. Is James saying that God will do exactly the same for his
Christian readers? I do not think so. Otherwise, James and certainly the other NT authors would make this explicit.
Instead, they urge continued belief in the midst of perhaps poverty in order to gain the more of the Kingdom of God
when Jesus returns.

And James is saying that this will come about because God is “very compassionate and merciful” toward His people,
i.e., towards those who grasp the truth that he himself is explaining in this letter—just as Job was never willing to give
up completely on God.

Job 42:12 Yahweh blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and he had 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels
and 1,000 yoke of oxen and 1,000 female donkeys. 42:13 He had seven sons and three daughters. 42:14 He named the
first Jemimah, and the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 42:15 In all the land no women were found so fair
as Job’s daughters; and their father gave them inheritance among their brothers. 42:16 After this, Job lived 140 years,
and saw his sons and his grandsons, four generations. 42:17 And Job died, an old man and full of days.

85 It would seem that the problem with vows is that these Jewish Christians make them as a means to demonstrate that
they are good people, even while craving wealth and mistreating their fellow Christians. As long as they make the vow
“by heaven or by earth,” even though they do not keep it, they can consider themselves obedient to the Mosaic
Covenant and pleasing to God. In other words, the Jews may have modified and distorted the commandment regarding
vows that God gave to the Israelites in order to diminish the strict nature of it. God said never to “violate” their vows,
but they found a way to do so by making their vows “by heaven or by earth.”

James is exhorting his readers to do what God requires and simply keep their word in order to demonstrate their
changed hearts and authentic belief. The result will be that they avoid Gods’ “condemnation” that He exercise towards
unbelievers at the final judgment.

Numbers 30:2 “If a man makes a vow to Yahweh, or takes an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall
not violate his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.”

86 James acknowledges that life has its ups and downs, even for Christians. And maybe especially for Christians who
become more aware of the underlying existential reason for the nature of human life—sin. Everyone goes through hard
times and suffers hardship (kaxoradel). James encourages his Jewish Christian readers to “pray” (tpocevyécdo) in
these circumstances. For what from God? Certainly that the hardship may disappear, but mostly that their belief and
faith may persevere as they continue pursuing obeying God and His moral instructions.

Hopefully people are cheerful (ev6vuel) on occasion, in which case James encourages them to “sing a psalm”
(voAlrétw) and thank God, because He is the divine determiner of all our circumstances and every detail of our lives on
the basis of His overall /ogos of creation.

87 The word that describes the human condition in this verse is &c6evei , which basically means to be lacking in
something in the following three ways:

1) be sick and have a debilitating illness—lacking in physical health (Matt. 25:39; John 11:1-6; etc.)

2) be weak and experience a personal inability or limitation—lacking strong belief and understanding about God and
the truth of the Bible (Romans 14:2; 2 Cor. 11:21; 12:10; 13:3

3) be in need and experience a lack of material necessities (Acts 20:35)

2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with
difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

In the above verse in 2 Corinthians, Paul is saying that when he is limited as a person in his ability to live life without
personal hardships and with great personal strength, then he is well-equipped with the strong belief and trust in God for
His divine determinism and faithfulness to him to persevere in what God has called him to do, which is to be one
apostle of Jesus the Messiah to the Gentiles.

In this context of James 5, it is this second option of the meaning of dc6evém that makes the most sense. If any of
James’ readers are weak and limited in their ability to believe God for His grace, mercy, and the promise of eternal
salvation from His condemnation and for eternal life, then he encourages them to ask their leaders (“elders”, Tovg
npecPutépoug) to pray for them, assuming their leaders are not weak in their belief either, and to pray that God will
strengthen their belief. It would seem that pretty much all of James’ readers are in this condition. Their belief and faith
are weak in the midst of their obsessing on wealth and status. As a result, they all need prayer and help in persevering
in their faith.

James also encourages the leaders to use a specific OT ritual of pouring olive oil on the head of the person needing
strength of belief. Why would James command this when one of the main points of the good news of Jesus as the
Messiah is that no one, not even Jews, have to obey the Mosaic Covenant in order to qualify for eternal salvation and
life? They just need to believe that Jesus is the Messiah and to follow God’s moral commandments and instructions.
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What makes the most sense is that James is speaking to Jewish Christians who know the OT and that anointing with
olive oil was something God required within the nation of Israel of people with special roles— high priests, prophets,
and kings.

And this was not so that the ritual triggered something in God to make Him act on behalf of these persons, but for the
sinful human beings to instruct them and teach them that they were set apart for their special roles to and for Him.
Therefore, James borrows this ritual and applies it to the Jewish Christian communities so that those who are
experiencing a weakness in their belief will think long and hard about the fact that they are set apart for the special role
of being authentic Christians and believers, so that they will make every effort to believe and to persevere in their belief
under the umbrella of God’s determinism and faithfulness to His people whom He has predestined to eternal salvation
and life.

The same would be true of the twelve apostles that Jesus sent out in Mark 6:7-13, that the anointing of oil did not
trigger or cause God’s healing. Instead, it was an OT way of their making it outwardly clear that these people who were
becoming believers, as God was healing them of physical and spiritual diseases, were being set apart from the rest of
the nation of Israel and the world to be His people with the unique role of believing in and following Jesus as the
Messiah now that he had arrived. These were people with a special calling and role within the nation of Israel like the
high priests, prophets, and kings.

Mark 6:13 And they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them
(ko fidei@ov ELai TOAAOVG GPPMOGTOVG KOl EOEPATELOV).

John 11:2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment (| &Aeiyaca t1ov kiplrov uipw), and wiped His feet
with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.

88 There are at least two ways to understand the phrase 1| Tevyn 1fi¢ TicTenC:

1) the prayer of belief, meaning that the prayer by the elders is characterized by belief and faith, because they are
authentic followers of Jesus as the Messiah with changed hearts

2) the prayer for belief, meaning that the elders and the person of weak belief are all appealing to God to strengthen the
person’s belief, so that they can weather their weakness and continue to qualify for salvation and eternal life

The second option makes more sense both in the light of God’s foreknowledge, predestination, and faithfulness to His
plans and purposes for the authentic believers and in the light of the context. In other words, the one prayer that we
know God will always answer in the affirmative is the one for belief for the changed heart person of genuine belief—
even though their belief is weak at the moment as they face the enticements of their sin and this world. And persevering
belief is what James wants for his readers.

John speaks of the same thing in 1 John 5:13—

1 John 5:13 I have written these things to you so that you will know that you have eternal Life—to those who believe in
the name of the Son of God.

5:14 Now, this is the confidence that we have towards Him, that if we ask for anything according to His will, He listens
to us.

5:15 And if we know that He listens to us, to whatever we ask, we know that we have from (&r0) Him the requests
which we have asked.

5:16 If someone sees his brother sinning a sin whose end is not death, he will ask and He will give him Life, to those
who are sinning whose end is not death. There is sin whose end is death. I am not talking about that, that he may ask.
5:17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin whose end is not death.

5:18 We know that everyone who has been born from (¢x) God does not sin. But he who was born from (¢x) God will
hold on to him, and the evil one will not touch him.

James also says that God will “raise...up” the person of weak belief. Two options:

1) raised from the deadness so to speak of the weakness of his belief, because he is weary, and thus restored to strong
2) raised from physical death when Jesus returns

The future tense may be pointing the reader to #2, but | think that #1 makes more sense, that the situation is such that
the person needs restoring to stronger belief for the sake of persevering in belief and obtaining eternal salvation and life
eventually.

James also says that, if the weary in belief person has committed sins (k&v Guapticg 7 Teromxaog), which must be in
conjunction with his tiredness of belief (such as obsessing on wealth and status that has caused him to mistreat his
fellow Christians, as James has talked about in this letter), this will be forgiven him (&@ednoetar avt®). Like the other
NT authors, James must be talking about God’s forgiveness when Jesus’ returns and acts as our high priest because of
his sacrificial offering to God to qualify to play this role.

Thus, James is encouraging the very people to whom he is addressing this letter to consider the whole of their belief,
obedience, and sin in the midst of their belief and obedience. He wants them to repent of their cravings and persevere in
their belief for the sake of their eternal salvations. Most likely, then, their weak belief is not from persecution or
physical maladies. It is from their own sin.
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The one who is weak in his belief actually demonstrates belief by sharing his weakness with others. He is not so proud
that he presumes to be able to persevere in his belief through the suffering completely on his own. And the combination
of his seeking help and others’ giving him help is the very thing that God wants within the Christian community for the
purpose of causing authentic belief to persevere in Christians and of bringing about eternal forgiveness, salvation, and
life for them.

Hebrews 12:3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart (ivo un képnte Toig Yoxoic DULAOV EKAVOUEVOL).

89 James draws a conclusion from the previous paragraph, that it is biblically healthy for Christians to admit their
sinfulness and sins to one another while praying for one another that God will strengthen their belief and faith if it is
weak. This is how they are “healed” (1a:6fi7e), so that they persevere in belief and obedience to God in order to obtain
the eternal Kingdom of God. They are healed of weak faith into stronger faith that ensures they persevere in their faith
and belief.

James also states that prayer by authentic Christians for that which God will accomplish, namely strengthen people’s
belief so that it perseveres, not only reaches God’s ears but also is in conjunction with His faithfulness to strengthen
people’s faith. In other words, as above in the note that quotes 1 John 5, the one prayer that we can always count on
God’s responding with a resounding “Yes” is the one for His working in genuine Christians and causing them to
continue to believe the truth of the gospel in order to enter into the eternal Kingdom of God.

Thus, Christians’ prayers on behalf of the faith and belief of their fellow Christians are effective, because this is exactly
how God desires the dynamics of Christian relationships to proceed. Indeed, James, like John, is saying here that the
one prayer by a Christian that God has promised to answer always in the affirmative is the prayer for his fellow
Christian’s perseverance of faith. And the one prayer that God has promised to answer likewise coming from any
genuine Christian is for the perseverance of his own faith and that of other authentic believers.

1 Peter 2:24 and he himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness;
for by his wounds you were healed (i&6nte).

%0 Here James uses Elijah’s example to back up his statement that “The prayer of a justified man is able to accomplish
much, because it is effective.” The context concerns praying for God to sustain the genuine belief and obedience of
someone who is struggling in their faith, especially in the midst of sin (and the specific sin in this letter is craving
wealth and the status that it tends to produce).

In 1 Kings 17, it is assumed that God had communicated to Elijah the prophet that there would be no rain for several
years, which information Elijah then passed on to the king of the northern Kingdom of Israel, Ahab, whose wife was
the very wicked and evil Jezebel. Thus, Elijah “prayed that it not rain,” and it did not. Then, in 1 Kings 18, he “prayed
again,” and it did.

James also says that Elijah “was a man with a similar nature like us,” meaning that he, too, was a sinner in need of
God’s eternal mercy and a “justified man” because of his changed heart and authentic belief in God. But look what his
prayers produced—famine and its end with rain. It is true that he was a prophet, so that God directly communicated to
him regarding the rain and his praying. But, similarly, James saying that God has communicated to authentic believers
through the biblical message that He will cause faith to persevere in those whom He has chosen to rescue from His
wrath and condemnation, so that we can know that He will respond to our prayers for continued belief in the same way
that He responded to Elijah after He told Him to pray for famine and rain.

Therefore, the point is that Elijah was no different from other sinners such that he, as a prophet of God, was more likely
to motivate Him to respond to his prayers. He was following God’s orders just as we should by praying for the
perseverance of our and anyone else’s faith.

The earth’s producing “its fruit” is analogous to a sinful human being’s producing belief and obedience, and God
causes both according to His sovereign plans and purposes.

Luke 4:25 “But I say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up
for three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the land.”

By the way, if James was talking about physical healing, would we not expect him to mention the story of Elijahs’
praying for the physical restoration of the young boy of the Zarephath woman instead of his praying for the famine and
rain?

%! This is exactly what James is hoping that he is doing for his readers. They are wandering from the truth by obsessing
on wealth and status, and he is exhorting them to turn back to the truth by being content with what God has provided
them in the present realm and even more excited about what God will provide them in the Kingdom of God when Jesus
returns.

Here, though, he is saying that they all ought to be doing what he is doing in regard to each other as fellow Christians—
confessing their sins to one another and turning each other back to the truth after they have wandered from it.
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Basically an encouragement to stay involved in other people’s faith where it is appropriate—especially by praying for
them and certainly by exhorting them to continue to believe.

92 This is the whole point of James’ letter—for the readers in this Christian community to help each other steer away
from the temptation to be wealthy that has brought envy and competitive strife into their relationships and to pray for
one another and encourage one another to remain true to the gospel by being content with what God has provided if it
means no more (or no less) than what they currently have, while they await the Kingdom of God when Jesus returns.
And by doing so, they will all of them save themselves (their “existences,” not their “souls,” because the former makes
more sense for how to interpret yuynv in the Bible) from eternal “death” and passing out of existence as a result of
God’s judgment and condemnation.

Plus, this will be by the covering “a multitude of sins” that comes from the people loving one another according to
Proverbs 10:12 where the basis of their love is Jesus’ death and qualifying to be our high priest in order to intercede on
our behalf before God, so that He forgives us for our sins and grants us eternal life in the Kingdom of God.

1 Peter 4:8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins (611 dydnn
FROAVTTEL TAT00G GAUOPTIDV).

Proverbs 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions.
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