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Colossians

1:1 Paul, an apostle of the Messiah Jesus through the desire of God, and brother
Timothy' 1:2 to the set-apart ones in Colossae and believing brothers in the Messiah—
grace to you and shalom from God our Father and the Lord Jesus the Messiah.?

1:3 When we pray, we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, for
you,® 1:4 because we have heard of your belief in the Messiah Jesus and the love which
you have for all those who are set apart,* 1:5 on account of the hope that is stored away
for you in the heavens, which you heard about beforehand in the message of the truth of
the good news,® 1:6 which has come to you. Just as it is certainly bearing fruit and
increasing in all the world, to the same degree it is also bearing fruit and increasing in
you from the day you heard and understood the grace of God contained in the truth,® 1:7
just as you learned about it from Epaphras, our fellow slave, who is loved. He is a faithful
servant of the Messiah on your behalf,” and 1:8 he also informed us of your love because
of the Spirit.®

1:9 On account of this, we also, from the day we heard, have not ceased praying for you
and asking that you be filled with the knowledge of His desire contained in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,® 1:10 so that you may live a life congruent with the Lord, to
the extent that everything you do is pleasing to Him—{1] bearing fruit by means of every
good action, [2] increasing in an understanding of God," 1:11 [3] being made capable
with all power according to His glorious strength for all perseverance and long-
suffering, 1:12 [4] with joy thanking the Father who, by means of the light, has made
you qualified for a portion of the inheritance of those who are set apart.'

1:13 He rescued us from the authority of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of
His Son whom He loves,™ 1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of our evil
actions.' 1:15 He is the icon of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 1:16
because all things in the heavens and on the earth were created in him, all things visible
and invisible, whether thrones, lordships, rulers, or authorities. All things have been
created with him in view and for him.®

1:17 Thus, he is before all things, and all things have been put in their place in him."” 1:18
For example, he is the head of the body of the gathering. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he may be the one who takes preeminence in the all,'®
1:19 because He was pleased for all the fullness to dwell in him," 1:20 and through him to
reconcile the all to Himself, whether those on the earth or in the heavens, having made
peace through his blood of the cross.?

1:21 Certainly, in the past, you were alienated and enemies in your mind in the midst of
evil actions.?' 1:22 But now He has reconciled you with the body of his flesh through
death to present you as set apart, acceptable, and beyond criticism in His presence,??
1:23 if indeed you continue in your belief, having been established, solidly in place, and
without being moved away from the hope of the good news which you heard, which has
been proclaimed in all the creation under heaven, for which |, Paul, became a servant.®

1:24 As it is, | rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and | fill up the shortage of the
tribulations of the Messiah with my flesh on behalf of his body, which is the gathering,?*
1:25 for which | became a servant for your benefit, according to God’s arrangement,
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which was given to me to be oriented towards you, in order to fill out the message/story
of God,? 1:26 the mystery which has been hidden during past ages and generations.
However, now, it has been manifested to those who are set apart and who belong to
Him,?® 1:27 to whom among the Gentiles God desired to make known what are the riches
of the glory of this mystery, which is the Messiah in you, the hope of glory.?’

1:28 We proclaim him, while we admonish every man and teach every man with all
wisdom, so that we may present every man as having accomplished his goal (telos)
(téAerov) in the Messiah.?® 1:29 Indeed, | am laboring towards this goal, as | struggle in
accordance with His activity which He is working within me with His power.?

2:1 | want you to know how great a struggle | am having on your behalf and on behalf of
those in Laodicea, in fact on behalf of as many as have not seen me personally,® 2:2 so
that their hearts may be encouraged, while being brought together because of [God’s]
love and towards all the wealth of a complete certainty of understanding, which is to say
towards a true knowledge of the mystery of God, the Messiah,*! 2:3 in whom are all the
hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge.*

2:4 | am saying this so that no one deceives you with a fallacious argument.®® 2:5 For
even if | am physically absent, nevertheless, | am with you in spirit, rejoicing and
watching your orderliness and the steadfastness of your belief in the Messiah.>* 2:6
Therefore, just as you received the Messiah Jesus, the Lord, live in him,*® 2:7 being
firmly rooted and built up in him, in addition to being established in your belief, just as
you were taught. While overflowing with gratitude,® 2:8 see to it that there is no one who
takes control of you through love for human wisdom and worthless deception in
accordance with traditional teachings of men, in accordance with the basic principles
associated with systemism, instead of according to the Messiah.*” 2:9 The reason this
makes sense is because all the fullness from God dwells in him bodily.* 2:10 In fact, you
have been fullness-ed because of him. He is the head of every ruler and authority.*

2:11 In your association with him, you were indeed circumcised with a circumcision done
without hands, by the removal of the body of the flesh, by the circumcision associated
with the Messiah,*® 2:12 and you were buried with him by means of baptism. Because of
him, you were also raised with him in view of belief in the activity of God, who raised him
from the dead.*'

2:13 Even though you were dead in the midst of your moral transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive with him, because He has
graced/forgiven all our moral transgressions.*? 2:14 He has canceled out the record of
legal debts that condemned us. In fact, he removed it from our midst by nailing it to the
cross,*® 2:15 thereby disarming the rulers and authorities. He boldly disgraced them
publicly and led them in triumphal procession because of it.**

2:16 Therefore, do not let someone condemn you in regard to food or drink or your taking
part in a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath.*® 2:17 These are a shadow of future things,
but the real thing has to do with the Messiah.*® 2:18 Let no one cheat you out of your
prize, taking pleasure in lowliness and the worship of the angeloi/divinely revealed texts.
He has perceived these things while claiming special status, because he is conceited in
vain by his fleshly mind.*” 2:19 Indeed, he does not hold on to the head, in accordance
with which the whole body, while being supported and held together by joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth that comes from God.*®
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2:20 If you died with the Messiah with respect to the basic principles associated with
systemism, why, as if living within the framework of systemism, would you put yourself
under legal obligation to*® 2:21 “Do not grasp; do not taste; do not touch,”®® 2:22 which
involve things all designed for being destroyed by being consumed? In accordance with
the commandments and teachings of men,®' 2:23 such things, while having a message
which certainly has a touch of wisdom within the framework of self-made piety and
humility and intense treatment of the body, are of no value for the purpose of fleshly
indulgence.

3:1 Therefore, if you were raised with the Messiah, seek the things above where the
Messiah has been seated at the right hand of God.*® 3:2 Set your mind on the things
above, not on the things of the earth,> 3:3 because you have died and your life has been
hidden with the Messiah in God.>® 3:4 When the Messiah, our life, is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory.*®

3:5 Therefore, put to death the “members” on earth—sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and boundaryless evil, which constitutes the worship of idols.” 3:6
On account of these things, the anger of God is coming on the sons of disobedience,®
3:7. among whom you also formerly acted as a way of life when you were living by means
of these same modes of behavior.>®

3:8 You should now put all these things aside—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive speech which comes out of your mouth.®° 3:9 Do not lie to one another, because
you have taken off the old man with his practices,®! 3:10 and you have put on the new
man, who was renewed for the purpose of having true knowledge, in accordance with
the image of the One who created him,%? 3:11 whereby there is neither Greek nor Jew,
neither circumcised nor uncircumcised, neither barbarian, Scythian, slave, nor freeman.
Instead, the Messiah is everyone and in everyone.®

3:12 Therefore, as those who are the chosen of God, set apart and loved, certainly put on
an inwardness of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,®* 3:13
bearing with one another and forgiving one another, whoever has a complaint against
someone. Just as the Lord forgives you, so also should you forgive others.®® 3:14 Above
all these, put on love, which is the bond that makes for reaching the goal (telos) (tfig
rreletdtnrog).®

3:15 Let the peace of the Messiah, to which you were called in one body, dominate in
your hearts, and be thankful.®’ 3:16 Let the message of the Messiah dwell in you richly,
with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another—as you sing with psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God with thankfulness in your hearts.®® 3:17 And whatever
you do in speech or action, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, being thankful to God
the Father because of him.®

3:18 Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”

3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be bitter against them.”

3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is pleasing in the Lord.”?

3:21 Fathers, do not irritate your children, so that they do not become discouraged.”
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3:22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters according to everything, not as men-pleasers
when they are watching, but with a single-mindedness of heart, because you fear the
Lord.” 3:23 Whatever you do, do on the basis of your inwardness, as for the Lord and
not for men,”® 3:24 knowing that you will receive the “wage” of the inheritance from the
Lord. You are a slave of the Messiah, the Lord.”® 3:25 He who does wrong will receive
the consequences of what he has done wrong, and this without partiality.””

4:1 Masters, allow your slaves to experience moral behavior and equality, knowing that
you have a master in heaven.”®

4:2 Be persistent in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 4:3 Praying at the
same time for us, that God will open for us a door for the message, in order to talk about
the mystery of the Messiah, because of which | am in prison,® 4:4 so that | may reveal it
just as it is required that | speak.?’

4:5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom towards outsiders, buying up the season.®? 4:6 Let
your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, in order that you may know how
you must respond to each person.®®

4:7 Tychicus, the brother who is loved, a faithful servant, a fellow slave because of the
Lord, will make you aware of everything concerning me.®* 4:8 | have sent him to you for
this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may
encourage your hearts. ® 4:9 | have sent him with Onesimus, the faithful brother who is
loved, who is from you. They will inform you about the whole situation here.®®

4:10 Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, sends you his greetings. And Mark, Barnabas’
cousin, about whom you received instructions, if he comes to you, welcome him,®" 4:11
as well as Jesus, who is called Justus. They are from the circumcision. These are the
only fellow workers for the Kingdom of God. They have been an encouragement to me.®®

4:12 Epaphras, one of your own and a slave of the Messiah, greets you, always laboring
on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand as those who have reached their goal
and have become completely filled with the whole desire of God.® 4:13 | bear witness to
the fact that he has great concern for you and those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.® 4:14
Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as does Demas.®’

4:15 Greet the brothers in Laodicea and Nympha, along with the gathering that it is in her
house.% 4:16 When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the gathering of the
Laodiceans, and you should also read the letter that is coming from the Laodiceans.®

4:17 Say to Archippus, “Pay attention to the service that you received because of the
Lord, that you may complete it.”%

4:18 |, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my imprisonment. Grace
be with you.%
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' obrog dméctorog Xprotod Tncod i Oedrpatog Beod kol Tiudbeoc 6 ddehpoc — Assuming that Paul wrote this
letter while he was under house arrest in Rome awaiting an audience with Caesar Nero, it was written around A.D. 60.
As usual, in this first verse Paul introduces himself as an apostle, a commissioned authoritative spokesman on behalf of
the Jewish Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. Therefore, Paul has the knowledge, ability, responsibility, and right to present
the biblical message with the same level of accuracy and authority as Jesus himself. He also says in this verse that he
was given this responsibility, etc. by God because it was what God desires. Unlike Ephesians where Paul does not
mention a co-author of the letter, he indicates that Timothy is writing this letter with him. From Acts 16, we learn that
Timothy has become a faithful traveling companion from Lystra in central Turkey since Paul’s second missionary
journey around A.D. 52. Thus, Timothy is with Paul in Rome and writes and sends this letter just as Paul is.

2 70i¢ év "KoAloooaig ayiolg kKol mioToilg Gdelpoic &v Xpiotd T, xGpic Vpiv Kol ipfiv Gmd 0£0D TOTPOS HUDY KO
Kvpiov Tnood Xprotod — Paul and Timothy go on to say that they are addressing those who have been inwardly made
different in the world by God and who live in the city of Colossae in western Turkey. These are the same ones who are
believers, which also identifies them as inwardly changed and open to the truth of the gospel which they have heard
from their fellow Colossian Epaphras (cf. 1:7,8). The syntax suggests that the phrase “in the Messiah” refers not to the
object of their belief, but to their being in the group which has Jesus of Nazareth as its main member. This primary
person in the group is the Jewish Messiah, the advocate and high priest for morally depraved human beings at the final
judgment, as well as the king of the eternal Kingdom of God, i.e., the one who fulfills the role of king of the Davidic
Covenant.

Paul and Timothy also call them “brothers,” because they are members of the family of God, drawn into a relationship
with Him and by Him of being His sons and daughters, those whom He has created to be with Jesus the Messiah in the
eternal Kingdom of God.

In several letters, Paul mentions that he would have grace coming from both the transcendent Creator, the Father, and
His instrument of mercy within the creation, Jesus the Messiah, who will stand with believing morally depraved human
beings at the judgment and act as their savior and advocate, which will result in eternal life for them.

3 Edyopiotodpey 1@ 0e® T motpl 10D kupiov Hudv Incod °Xpiotod mdviote mepl VLAV Tposevyduevol —cf. 1
Corinthians 1:4 for the use of ndvtote, “I thank my God always for you (Evxopiotd 1@ 6e® °pov mévtote mepl
Vu@v), on the basis of the grace of God which was given to you in the Messiah Jesus.” This suggests the translation as I
have rendered it for Colossians 1:3.

Paul and Timothy begin the body of this letter by stating that they are very grateful to God for these Colossian
believers. They now also identify God, the transcendent Creator, as the Father of the Messiah Jesus. Going back to 2
Samuel 7, we learn that the kings of Israel from the line of David were each the Son of God, which means that they
ruled over God’s creation with a level of authority just under that of God Himself. Jesus is the final Son of God, who
will permanently and eternally rule over the millennial kingdom in the present realm and new and perfect creation of
the future after it.

And Paul and Timothy express this gratitude to God when they pray.

4 dikovoavteg TV TioTV VUGV &v Xp1oTd Incod kol v &ydmmy v Exete’ ei¢ mdviag tovg ayiovg — Paul and
Timothy had never met the Colossians. It was one of their own, Epaphras, who had presented the biblical message to
them so that they believed (cf. vs. 6,7). But Epaphras has come to Paul and Timothy in Rome and reported the effect
that God has caused of his teaching these people the message of Jesus as the Messiah. There were two radical effects
that throughout the NT letters become the obvious and necessary characteristics of people who respond positively. The
first is that they adopt a new worldview and set of beliefs about the nature of reality, so that they now believe that there
is a transcendent Creator who long ago chose the descendants of Abraham through Isaac, i.e., the Jews, to be His
instruments of communicating Himself to the rest of the world, to the Gentiles, and that the most important Jew is Jesus
of Nazareth, who is both their advocate at the final judgment and the king of the eternal Kingdom of God.

The second characteristic of authentically changed people is that they demonstrate a heartfelt care and concern for
others who have gone through the same inward change by God, becoming believers in Jesus as the Messiah, because
they know that these are the people with whom they will spend eternity (cf. v. 5). This love for those in the community
of believers would have been far different from any obligation these Gentiles would have felt or considered towards
their fellow followers of the pagan gods in the Greek/Roman culture of Colossae. As long as they were obeying the
laws of the Roman Empire, they were treating the other pagan idolators adequately. However, now that they have
become believers in Jesus as the Messiah and the God who sent him, the ethical behavior to which they had become
obligated was much higher than they were used to.

S 810 TV EATISaL TV GmoKeLEVNY DUV £V TOIC 0VPaVOic, fiv Tponkovcate &v TH AOY® THS GAneiag Tod
evayyeliov — Paul and Timothy identify the intellectual and theological basis for the Colossians’ belief in Jesus and
mutual love. It is God’s promise of eternal life, which allows the Colossians to have an eager and confident expectation
in God’s providing them with the fulfillment of this promise. This thing, eternal life, is like something that God has
stored in a safe place, keeping it there until He chooses the time to make it an actuality for authentic believers. It is this
that is promised by God that Epaphras articulated to the Colossians that was such good news to them, because the ideas
about it resonated as truth to them and was much better as ideas than the pagan idolatry that they had believed before.
In other words, it really was “good news” and not the pathetic and hopeless ideas of pagan idolatry, like those of
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modern atheistic and so-called “scientific” Darwinian evolution.

It makes sense that Paul and Timothy finish this sentence with the first words of v. 6, 100 wapdvrog €ig vuag, “which
has come to you.” In other words, the ideas of Jesus as the Messiah were genuinely presented to them by Epaphras, and
they genuinely listened to these ideas.

6 70D maPEVTOC €1 VUGS, KOUOOS KOl &V TOVTL TA KOGU® T £6TIV KOPTOQPOPOVLEVOV TKONL OOECVOUEVOVY KABMS KO
&v Dulv, G’ Mg Nuépag Nrovoate Kl énéyvarte TV x&ptv 100 Be0d &v dAndeiq — Paul and Timothy point out that
there is a similarity between the effect of the presentation of the biblical ideas in other parts of the Roman Empire and
the effect among the Colossians. However, it is not the ideas alone that are having this effect. But it is the inward work
of the Spirit of God within the creation that takes hearing of these ideas by human beings and causes them to respond
positively to them, thus capturing their imaginations with the correct view of the nature of reality and motivating them
to want to learn more and to live their lives on the basis of these ideas.

Paul and Timothy state that these ideas contain and encapsulate the concept of God’s grace, whereby He independently
chooses to change rebellious human beings in the midst of the profound problem of their not being able to change
themselves.

7 kaBdC T éuddete 4md Eno@pd 10D GyamnTtod cuv8ovlov U@V, 8¢ 0TIV TIeTOC VTEP TOU®AV Sidkovog ToD
Xpiotod — Epaphras is mentioned in only this letter and Philemon, not in Acts. We know from Philemon that he is a
traveling companion of Paul, along with people such as Luke. We learn here that it was not Paul who presented the
message of Jesus as the Messiah to the Colossians, but Epaphras. Thus, Paul and Timothy are following up on what
Epaphras had said and done. They also say that Epaphras is one of those people who is loved by Paul and his
companions, because he has become a committed disciple, student, and follower of Jesus as the Messiah, which
happens to have been, in one sense, for the sake of the Colossians, because his life’s story resulted in his presenting
them with the truth of the message of Jesus.

8 6 ko SNAdoOC MUV THY DudV &ydrnv év mvevuatt — When Epaphras came to Rome to visit Paul, who is under
house arrest, he was able to tell Paul and Timothy about his fellow Colossians’ embracing the message of Jesus as the
Messiah. In turn, this motivated them to love Paul and his companions [or, brought about their love for God? No,
probably love in general for each other and all Christians in the light of the context of 1:4], which all occurred because
the Spirit of God worked powerfully within them to changed them from pagan idolators to believing that reality
comprises a transcendent Creator, His story, and the focal point of this story, the Messiah Jesus as their Lord and
Savior.

9 A1t T0DTO Kol MELS, G NG MUEPAC NKOVOTUEY, 0D TOVOUEDO VTEP DUV TPOGELXOUEVOL “KOL CLiTOVUEVOLY, Tvo,
TANPOOTHTE TNV EXTYVOSLY TOD OEANUOTOG QDTOD €V TAGT 60Qig Kol cvvésel mvevpatiki — Assuming Paul is under
house arrest in Rome as he describes in more detail in his letter to the Philippians, Epaphras has traveled from Colossae
in western Turkey to Rome to visit Paul and, hopefully, be an encouragement to him, just as Timothy and Epaphroditus
have been (cf. Philippians 2:19-30). This would mean also that this letter was written around A.D. 60.

As usual, Paul’s and Timothy’s prayer to God in regard to fellow believers in the Jesus Messiah is their knowledge of
this message that includes precisely what God’s desire is for them in terms of how they should live their lives
differently from when they were pagan idolators. is up to within the creation and His purposes for having brought it
into existence. To gain this knowledge makes a human being wise and a person of true understanding in the midst of all
the foolish and erroneous ideas circulating in the world about how people can and should live their lives.

10 repimatiicon T GEimg ToD Kupilov €lg TAGHV dpeckeioy, v TOVTL Epym GyaOd KOPTOPOPODVTES KO GOEAVOUEVOL
“1f] émyvooer 100 Heob — Paul and Timothy indicate that the purpose of having good and correct knowledge about the
nature of reality and God’s intentions for the creation is so that human beings can live out their existences on earth in
conjunction with what God actually wants, thus behaving in a way that is overall pleasing to God, even if it is in the
midst of disobedience to Him on occasion because of a person’s continued moral depravity. Paul and Timothy mention
four things that are pleasing to God as human being lives according to what God wants in this life —

1. The first thing is demonstrating the fruit, the effects, of having genuine, biblical inwardness and correct knowledge
of reality by means of the gospel. This fruit is good acts of love and mercy that correspond to God’s moral
commandments.

2. The second thing is to make progress in growing in the knowledge and understanding of the God as the transcendent
Creator and author of this story of the cosmos.

1 év maion duvdpuel Suvopovuevol Katd T KpaTog TiHg S0ENC adTOD €l TEOAV VTOUOVIY Kol porkpodupioy Metd
xapdc — 3. The third thing is having supernaturally the ability to endure any level of suffering and pain with a person’s
authentic belief intact, because God causes a person’s belief to persevere through the inward work of His Spirit.

12 edyaprotodvieg T 1@ T mATPL TH TIKOVOSHVTL "OPGC £iC THY pepido 1o KAjpov TOV ayiov v 1@ goti— 4. The
fourth thing is a genuine, biblical joy in the midst of any level of pain and suffering that even results in being grateful to
God for what He has done and will do by causing an inwardly changed person to qualify to obtain his part in eternal
life. Paul and Timothy say that God has accomplished this making the Colossian Christians qualified for their eternal
destiny with “light,” i.e., with enlightening the minds of the Colossians with the ideas of biblical truth and causing them
to respond positively to these ideas by embracing them as the one and only true worldview. This happens to people
who become radically different for everyone else in their world who foolishly embraces other ideas about reality that
are not true. Light is the truth, and those who genuinely embrace the light of truth inherit eternal mercy and life.
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13 5¢ éppvoato NUaC éx Thig Eovoiog ToD oKOTOVE KoL HETEGTNOEY €i¢ TV Pacideioy ToD viod Thg Gydang adTod —
Paul and Timothy now hitchhike off their mentioning “those who are set apart” in v. 12 to expand the first person plural
pronoun to include the Colossian Christians and themselves. They describe not only what God has accomplished vis-a-
vis the Colossian Christians and themselves, but also who Jesus actually is. They say that God has disassociated
believers in the Jewish Messiah from the normally unavoidable domination of evil in the world that is a result of
mankind’s rebellion against God. Paul, Timothy, and the Colossian Christians had submitted themselves to the
authority of evil in the world that is dominant by virtue of man’s moral depravity and that is characterized by the
darkness of lies and false ideas about the nature of reality and how to live in this world as existing human beings. Now
they are pursuing submission to Jesus’ authority as their future, eternal ruler in the Kingdom of God and to God’s
moral commandments within the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah which start with love and include compassion,
tenderness, kindness, patience, mercy, and gentleness. In turn, God has shifted believers’ from an eternal position of
being condemned and destroyed by God to living eventually and forever in the new creation, over which Jesus will
reign as its king, because he is the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant as God’s proxy within the creation. Paul and
Timothy also identify Jesus as the one whom God loves—i.e., ultimately as the most loved thing within the creation.

4 &v @ réxouev THV ATOAVTPOGIV T, THV B@ecty 1AV aucpTidy — Paul and Timothy state that it is on account of
Jesus, who has qualified to be their intermediary at the final judgment, that the Colossian believers and they have
obtained freedom from God’s justice and condemnation. Their rebellion against God is not held against them to the
point that they receive what they deserve, God’s eternal punishment.

15 8¢ &o11v elkdv 10D 820D 10D BOPATOV TPWTOTOKOC ThoNG KTiceng — Paul and Timothy say that Jesus is the very
icon of God within the creation. In other words, he is God within the creation the same way that the image in a
photograph is the same as the person whom the image represents. Therefore, while it is theologically impossible to see
the transcendent Creator in His transcendence, because a person would have to become uncreated, it is possible to see
the icon of God within the creation, Jesus of Nazareth. In other words, Jesus is the physical and created representation
of the non-physical, transcendent, and uncreated God. cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4.

In addition, Paul and Timothy call Jesus the “firstborn of all creation,” indicating that he has the right as the Son of God
to inherit whatever God would leave him as the inheritance of God, which the Bible describes as the whole creation
itself. Therefore, Jesus owns the whole creation as its ruler within the creation.

16 811 év adT@ €xTioBN TG TAVTO &V TOIg OVPOVOLG Kol T EmL THS YHg TO OpaTa Kol T GdpoTal eite OpOVOL eite
Kuptdtnreg eite dpyol eite dEovoiar ¢ mdvia 8T adtod kal gig avtdv fxtictal — Paul and Timothy now provide the
reason for why Jesus can be called the “firstborn of all creation,” who inherits it and receives it as his own possession.
God made the cosmos because of the Messiah, so that he could rule over the entire cosmos and conquer all the evil
within it once he qualified to do so through his life, death, and resurrection (cf. Hebrews). Thus, “in him,” i.e., in regard
to Jesus as the icon of God on earth and firstborn of all creation, God has made the creation.

Sometimes Paul uses & wdvto to refer to the complete aggregate of authentic believers in God. cf. Ephesians 4:4-10,
“He who “descends” is also he who “ascends” far above all of the heavens, in order that he fill out the all.” But because
Paul includes thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities in this “all,” it refers to all things and especially other
authorities who try to impose their worldview on other people. All these things have been created for the purpose of
Jesus’ demonstrating his greater authority and understanding of truth.

cf. Ephesians 6:10-12 where Paul lists some of these things as that which comprise the evil within the present realm.
Similarly, here Paul and Timothy are saying that these things were created for the purpose of the Messiah’s
demonstrating his power and authority over them. Any other human being who attempts to exercise authority over
others with the intent to declare or encourage to believe what is “true” contrary to the biblical message about how to
understand reality and live morally within it will find that Jesus is greater in authority than he is and will ultimately
crush him because of his rebellion against God.

17 ko adTéC 0TIV PO TAVTOV Kol To TavTo v avt®d cvvéstnkev — Paul and Timothy say that Jesus, the Messiah,
has a preeminent position in terms of his value in comparison to everything else that exists within the creation. Thus,
Jesus is the focal point of all that God is doing with His creation. Nothing exists apart from its relationship to the
Messiah and God’s purposes of eventually making him the ruler of the eternal Kingdom of God after being every
authentic believer’s advocate and intercessor at the final judgment.

18 ol adToC £6TIV 1| KEPOAT TOD GOPATOC THE EKKANGIOG OC €TV T GipyN TPOTOTOKOC °&K TAV veKp@dV Tvor yévnTon
év mhowv avtog Tpotevev — Here it is appropriate to change the interpretation of néowv from all things to all those in
the Messiah by virtue of their authentic faith during human history. Consequently, Jesus heads up the entire collection
of those who authentically believe that he is God’s anointed king and final high-priest—as well as previous authentic
believers in OT times such as Abraham, et al. It is as though they comprise his “body,” and he comprises the “head”
and primary part of this “body.” They derive their purpose in life and manner of living from him. In this and other
contexts where Paul and his co-writers have mentioned the ideas of headship and body to refer to Jesus and his
followers, Paul means that Jesus is the ultimate teacher of truth through his apostles who were given the responsibility
by God to convey this truth with the same authority and accuracy as Jesus. Cf. 1 Corinthians 11, Ephesians 5.

Thus, Jesus also should be seen as at the beginning of a long line of human beings who will inhabit the eternal
Kingdom of God after they have died similarly to Jesus. While all believers stand in line after Jesus, he is the first one
who has been raised by God from the dead, in the sense that he takes precedence over all other human beings who will
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obtain citizenship in the Kingdom of God. It really is he who “owns” this kingdom as his inheritance and allows the
rest of us to live in it and to occupy a portion of it for his sake.

19 811 &v ad1® e0d6KNCEY TV 1O TApOU "Katolkficot — Paul and Timothy now give a theological reason for why
Jesus has the highest position of status and value within the eternal Kingdom of God. It is because either 1) the
transcendent Creator chose to manifest Himself in Jesus as a human being, to incorporate Himself into the story of
creation through the role of the Son of God and the Messiah, the Davidic king, which obviously makes Jesus vastly
different from any previous Son of God and king of Israel, including David, or 2) God chose to have all that people
ought to know, acknowledge, and understand about the nature of reality that leads to their reaching their existential goal
as human beings to exist as this person, Jesus of Nazareth. By virtue of the way that Paul uses 10 tAjpouo and the verb
form in Colossians 1:9 (tAnpw@ijte), Colossians 2:9,10 (éo7¢...menAnpwuévor), and Colossians 4:12 (nexAinpouévor,
thinking that the MT has the correct word), he is referring to the second option above. A morally depraved human
being obtains “fullness” by virtue of discovering and embracing the ideas involving the Jewish Messiah, because he is
the fullness of knowledge in the sense that everything in the created reality makes sense in the light of who he is. Thus,
the believer who obtains the fullness of this fullness of knowledge places himself on the road to the proper existential
goal that God has designed into the created reality—eternal mercy and life from God in the Kingdom of God of the
next, eternal realm. Our earthly goal is to know all that is possible about Jesus the Messiah (Colossians 4:12) so that we
may reach our eternal goal of life in the Kingdom of God.

Thus, there are actually a total of four options for the word “fullness”; 1) that which fully reveals God to the extent that
a created, human being can do so, 2) that in the creation which gives meaning and purpose to everything else, including
God, when it is known and understood, 3) the entire group of believers throughout history who obtain eternal life
through Jesus (cf. Ephesians), and 4) full, ontological deity. The fourth option is the most common interpretation in line
with the traditional view of the trinity and Jesus’ being the co-eternal 2°¢ person. The first option is similar to the
fourth. But the second option, as stated above, is the most coherent in Colossians in the light of how both “fullness” and
“filled” are being used by Paul in this context. Jesus “takes preeminence among everyone” (1:18) because everything
which a sinful human being really needs to know for the sake of his living out his human existence in the best possible
manner is found in Jesus as the Messiah (cf. 2:2,3).

This is not exactly the same as Paul’s use of fullness in Ephesians (options #3) where it is the entire group of people,
both Jews and Gentiles, who make up the “chosen people of God” in regard to the eternal kingdom. This group is “in
the Messiah” as opposed to the Jews’ thinking that they must be “in Moses” through obedience to the Mosaic
Covenant. So, fullness of knowledge and understanding by knowing all one can know about Jesus (here in Colossians)
vs. fullness of the entire group of people chosen by God for eternal life (in Ephesians).

20 o 8t 0HTOD ATOKATOUAAGE L TO TAVTOL €l TadTOV elpnvoTomoac St ToD oilotog 10D 6Towpod ovTod B[t
ovTod)\ gite T €l ThHG YRg €lte TO €V T0ig 0Vpavoig — Paul has said in Romans 1 that all human beings are hostile
towards God and fundamentally rebels against Him, without any ability of their own to stop rebelling and escape God’s
justice and punishment which they deserve. However, God has provided Jesus as the very instrument of His granting
people mercy, but Jesus had to qualify for this role by willingly dying on a cross. Thus Jesus can take people who were
wholly at war with God during their existences on earth and move God to grant them peace and mercy because God
had changed them inwardly during the course of their lives to embrace the truth of the biblical message and to look
forward to His eternal mercy. This will involve those who have already died (“in the heavens”) or who are still alive
when Jesus returns (“on the earth”).

2 Koy dpdig Tote $viog AmnAloTpiopévoug Kol x8pode T Stovoiq év Toic &pyolg Toic movnpoic — Again, as stated
by Paul in Romans 1, these Colossian Christians began their lives as abject rebels against God and fundamentally evil
in every aspect of their humanity, even if they looked or did that which appeared to be “good.” Indeed, they were
intellectually and spiritual enemies of God and considered Him their enemy, too.

22 yowi 8¢ TamokaTHALGEEY €V TA COUOTL THS GOPKOC adTOD S16t ToD BOVETOV T TapacTHGOL VUdG arylovg Kol
Auodpovs Kol aveykAitovg Katevoriov ovtod — By virtue of the Colossians’ positive response to the apostolic
message that Epaphras presented to them, it can be said that God has destined them to receive the eternally beneficial
effect of Jesus’ death, his advocating for them at the final judgment so that they will live eternal lives as those who
were hostile enemies of God but now have become friends of God whose relationship has been mended and put right.
Thus, God will be able to present the Colossian Christians to Himself as those who qualify for eternal mercy at the final
judgment by virtue of His having set them apart as those who have persevered in their belief in the midst of and
through the hardships of the present realm. This means, too, that they will be radically different at the judgment from
those who rebel against God during their entire lives, thus being acceptable to God, so that no one can bring a charge
against them and prevent God from banishing them from His presence by destroying them when He executes His
justice on those who have not been inwardly changed by the work of His Spirit.

2 &l ye émpévete TH mioTel TeOeUueAMOUEVOL KO ESPOIOL KON [T HETOKLVOUUEVOL GO TG EATiS0g ToD evaryyehiov 0D
frovoate, 100 KkNPVYBEVTOg v Ton T kTicel TR VWO TOV 0Vpavdv, 0¥ yevouny éyom Iadrog "Sidkovog — Paul and
Timothy are saying that it will be necessary for the Colossians, and, by implication, any Christian, to believe
enduringly through all the the difficult circumstances of life that could possibly derail a morally depraved human
being’s belief. They also indicate that this kind of endurance happens to and for only people who go through a genuine,
theological process of God’s changing them, thus committing Himself to causing them by His own transcendent power
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to continue to expect with confidence the promise of the great ideas of the apostolic message with which they have
been presented and to which they have listened with the result that they have embraced these ideas as true.

Paul and Timothy also identify these ideas as having been presented within the creation as far as God has caused it to
do so. Paul singles himself out as someone who serves this message by talking about wherever he goes with the
apostolic authority that Jesus specifically gave him on behalf of the Gentiles.

24 Nov yoipm &v 10i¢ TabMUoGIY T DTEP DUAY KO GVTOVATANP® T0 VOTEPHUATO TOV OAlyemV T0D Xp1oTod v T
copKi LoV VTTEP TOD cOUATOG avToD, 6 €oTv N EkkAncia — Paul continues with the first person singular in order to
emphasize his own suffering for the sake to the biblical message because of his unique role as the apostle to the
Gentiles.

While the statement in this verse in other translations may sound as though Paul thinks that Jesus’ death on the cross
lacked all that was necessary to rescue people from God’s justice, i.e., that it was deficient and lacking in complete
effect for saving sinners, he does not mean this. He cannot mean it, because he so carefully and completely explains in
Hebrews that Jesus did qualify to be our high priest at the judgment by virtue of the suffering that he experienced.
Therefore, here Paul means that God’s plan was not for the Messiah only to suffer in the present realm, but for his
followers to do so also, especially his authoritative spokesmen, the apostles. Even Jesus spoke of what Paul was going
to have to endure in order to fulfill his responsibility as the apostle to the Gentiles, when he said to Ananias in
Damascus, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of
Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15,16). Therefore, the “deficiencies”
(T votepruata) are not actually shortcomings or flaws on Jesus’ part when he suffered, but simply not the only
suffering which God has planned within history to demonstrate the moral depravity of mankind. Included in this
didactic suffering is that of the Paul, and probably the other apostles as well, as they all encounter a world which is
fundamentally hostile to the truth of the biblical message (cf. 1:21). Consequently, Paul, having been falsely accused in
Jerusalem, imprisoned in Caesarea Maritima for two years, and now imprisoned in Rome is having to go through some
rather extreme suffering on behalf of the rest of the people who are believers in Jesus as the Messiah, as he continues to
carry out his responsibility as their authoritative spokesman for Jesus the Messiah. In this way, he is acting for the
“body” so to speak of Jesus, who is its head and chief spokesman of the biblical truth. As a result, every Christian to
some extent fills up the shortage of the suffering of the Messiah by experiencing the hostility of the world and its
effects that bring suffering to true believers. Cf. 1 Thessalonians 3:10, “as we pray earnestly night and day that we may
see you face to face and supply the shortage (1& vorepipata) in your belief”—by providing the Thessalonian
Christians with more teaching about the truth of the gospel, resulting in the growth of their knowledge and
understanding.

25 fig éyeviuny £ye S1dkovog Kot THV olkovopicv Tod Beod THv S00gicdv ot gig VUaC TANPAGOL TOV AdYoV T0D
0eot — Paul was assigned by God the responsibility to serve people who would become followers of Jesus as the
Messiah. This, in turn, has been of great benefit to the people in Ephesians according to God’s sovereign plan and
orchestrating history, so that Paul set his mind to go to Ephesus and proclaim the apostolic message to them. This has
all been part of the story that God is writing as the transcendent Creator. Thus, Paul’s activities are part of the process
of God’s completing the story, whose end is to gather a group of people who will live eternally with Jesus as their king
in the Kingdom of God.

26 10 pVGTNPIOV TO BTOKEKPVUUEVOV GO TOV OOVOV KOL GTO TAV YEVERY — VOV 8¢ £Qavep®ddN Toig aryiolg adTod —
A mystery is information that has not been completely revealed up to this point. It is something which is
understandable, but not yet clear. As a result, one’s understanding of it becomes full or filled out once it is made clear.
The information of which Paul is speaking is regarding the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. God has now made it clear
who, what, how, and why the Messiah is the central element of the story of His creation, which includes his having to
suffer in order to qualify to be our King and High Priest. Thus, the mystery is the Jewish Messiah Jesus as the King and
Priest of both Jews and Gentiles.

The Old Testament provided good and accurate information about the Messiah, his suffering, and his goal of becoming
both king and priest for Jews and Gentiles. However, deriving a completely clear picture of the Messiah from the Old
Testament is not a simple and straightforward task. As a result, we can understand why the Jews, even after studying
the Old Testament, were still a little hazy on who and what the Messiah would be. Then, when Jesus arrived on the
scene in Israel, performed miracles, and ultimately suftered death on a cross, rose from the dead, and ascended into
heaven, the “mystery” was cleared up, and God made available to people to learn all the fullness of knowledge of the
Messiah which He intended to communicate.

Consequently, those whom God has made different from the rest of the world among both the Jewish ethnic group and
all the Gentile ethnic groups by changing them inwardly so that they no longer fundamentally rebel against God have
had this message proclaimed to them, and they are now owned by God as His people, i.e., as those who understand
clearly through the gospel the “mystery” of the Messiah—“Christ in you [whether Jew or Gentile, and there in
Colossae mainly Gentiles], the hope of glory.”

27 0i¢ MOEANGEVY 6 BeOC Yvopicon Ti 1O TA0DTOG “THC SOENCN ToD pVoTPiov TovToL &V Tolg EBvesty, "5 éoTiv
Xp1o10g €V vuiv, N éArig Tiig 80Eng — Paul said in v. 25 that he became a servant of the people who become believers
in the Messiah, but Paul is the apostle specifically to the Gentiles. Therefore, he mentions them in this verse as those to
whom has revealed the truth about the Messiah through his fulfilling his responsibility as the apostle to the Gentiles.
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Thus, God’s purposes have been to involve not only Abraham’s descendants through Isaac, the Jews, but also all other
kinds of people in the world, the Gentiles. Paul describes the content of the message of Jesus as the Messiah that has
now become clear through his first appearance as being extremely valuable, because the outcome for people who
embrace this message is their own being made magnificent by God’s changing them into morally perfect people in the
eternal Kingdom of God. It is this that the Colossian Christians can confidently and eagerly expect, while they hold
Jesus the Messiah in their thoughts and retain the ideas that they have learned about him within themselves.

28 5v Hueic xoTayyEAAopeY VOVOETODVTES TAVTO BVBPOTOV Kol S18GOKOVTES PTavTa GvOpeOTOVN £V Tdon Goia, Tvo
TOPUCTIHOMUEV TAVTO Gvoporov téhelov év Xpiot®d — Paul categorically states that it is Jesus about whom he speaks,
everywhere he goes, and he also encourages each of his listeners with the true wisdom that is contained in the ideas
about Jesus. Paul also says that his purpose in doing so is to be able to bring before God people who have completed
the only proper and existential goal for human beings, that of believing in and following Jesus as the Messiah
throughout their entire lives from the moment they become believers to the moment of either their death or Jesus’
return, whichever occurs first. Thus, they do this “in the Messiah,” i.e., within the context of being his followers and
associated with him.

29 £1c 6 KOl KOTI® AYOVILOUEVOC KOTH TV EvEpYELoy adToD THV évepyouuévny év ol v duvdper — Paul describes
his own existence as a diligent laborer, working hard and struggling against all opposition to the truth of God that
comes from rebellious human beings. Yet, his struggle is not on the basis of his own innate, human power. He knows
that, because God has chosen him and assigned him the responsibility to be the apostle to the Gentiles, that God is
committed to working faithfully and powerfully within him to bring about the actions that Paul engages in to fulfill this
responsibility.

30 @érm Yop DUAC eldévar HAiKOV Gydva Exm TOmEp VU@V Kol TOV v Acodikeia T kot oot 0vy £6pakay TO
npocenov nov £v capki — Looking at Paul’s letters to communities of Christians to whom he had personally presented
the apostolic message of Jesus the Messiah, it is easy to conclude that his greatest desire was for these people to
continue in their belief in order to affirm his own calling by God to be the apostle to the Gentiles. Indeed, he struggled
to write what would ultimately be the most helpful to these communities so that they would endure various problematic
and painful situations with genuine belief. Now, it is possible to imagine how much more Paul was struggling
emotionally, spiritually, and as he wrote with respect to the perseverance of the belief of Christians whom he has never
met before.

3 {va, TopakAnfdoty ol kopdion adTdv "cUUPBacOEvTES &V AYATY °KOL £i¢ TV TAODTOC ThHe TANpO@Opiag THG
GUVEGEMG, €1 EMiyVOoLY T0D pvotnpiov “tod 8eod, Xpiotod® — Thus, Paul’s intent as he worked hard to write this
letter and the one to the Laodiceans (cf. 4:16) is that these fairly new Christians in Colossae, along with new Christians
anywhere who have become such through the efforts of people other than himself, not only continue in their belief
because they have grasped the eternal significance of the ideas that they have believed, but also pursue growing in their
understanding of Jesus as the Messiah, because true human wisdom consists in knowing as much as possible about him.
In other words, there is nothing more valuable to understand than what God is up to with the Jewish Messiah in this
creation, which God has slowly but surely been revealing down through history by means of the creation, the Jews, and
the OT scriptures, and has now become just that much more explicit by virtue of the Messiah’s actually appearance on
earth as Jesus of Nazareth.

32 ¢v @ eiow TAavTEC 0l BNGaLPOl THE cogiag kol T yvodoeng dndkpugot — Thus, Paul can say that, if we liken
wisdom and knowledge to the greatest treasure for which human beings would hunt, then Jesus the Messiah is the sole
repository of this treasure. It simply does not exist anywhere else, but within the context of what God is doing with the
Jewish Messiah.

B Todto ™ Méym, Tva "undeic duic Topooyiintal év mbavoloyie — Paul’s purpose in hammering home the point
about the Messiah’s being the object of learning in order to gain genuine wisdom and knowledge is so that they
Colossian Christians are not sidetracked by any of the myriad of erroneous systems of thought wandering around the
Roman Empire, including the Judaism of his day that focused so intently on the Mosaic Covenant and earning God’s
blessings through purportedly obeying it.

34 &l yop Kol T copKl dmet, GAAY TA TVEVLATL GVV DUV eipt, xolpov Kol BAETGOV DP@OV TV TEEW Kol TO
otepéouo g €ig Xpiotov tictemg u®v — Paul implies that there will be people who in the Colossians’ very
presence who will try to be very influential with respect to who they approach God, and he would like to be one of
these. However, because he is under house arrest in Rome and cannot leave, he must communicate to them via this
letter, and he experiences a certain level of joy in knowing that they are focused on the Messiah as their repository of
knowledge and wisdom, and not on the Mosaic Covenant. Indeed, he has heard from Epaphras that they are relatively
steadfast and stable in this belief.

33 Q¢ 0dv Toperdete Tov Xpiotov Incodv 1ov kdpiov, &v adtd mepimateite — Thus, Paul encourages these
Christians to continue to live out their existences on earth on the same basis as their experience of originally hearing
from Epaphras about the Messiah, who is Jesus and their king.

36 ¢pp1LoUEVOL KOl ETOLKOSOLOVIEVOL £V 0DT® KO fePotoduevol TH TioTer kabhOg 518G yONTE, TEPIGGEVOVTES “EV
evxapiotie’ — Like trees sitting on the top of the ground with their roots extending underground in order to keep them
standing up and unmovable by any forces that would impinge upon them, Paul’s desire is for these Colossian Christians
to stand in life with their intellectual roots extending into the knowledge of Jesus as the Messiah in line with what
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Epaphras had originally said to them, which Paul implies was the correct and authoritative apostolic message. These
solidly biblical intellectual ideas will keep them well situated in life, regardless of what they encounter.

3T BAémete un TIC VAC 0T O CVAAYOYDV S THE PIAOGOPING KOl KEVAG GTATNG KOTR THY TOPASOsY TRV
AVOPATOV, KOTO TO 6TOLXELR T0D KOGUOL Kol 0V katd Xpiotov — Paul wants his readers to remain grateful, indeed
so grateful that their gratitude never ceases, as they face into the opposition to the focal point of God’s purpose as the
Messiah, and people try to convince them that something else besides the Messiah is more worthy of their intellectual
attention. Paul identifies these other systems of thought as mere “human” wisdom, not that which comes from God, and
“worthless deception,” not as valuable understanding. He also says that these human systems are nevertheless right in
line with what this cosmos is all about, i.e., human beings’ rebelling against God at the core of their beings. This is
quite an accusation when he is talking about Judaism and the Jews’ adherence to their traditions that they have
purportedly derived from the Old Testament of the Bible, yet from an erroneous perspective. Consequently, Paul is
identifying Judaism as just as much an idolatry as paganism.

Most likely these “basic principles associated with systemism” (t¢& otoyeia 100 kdopov) are the same which Paul
identifies in Galatians 4:3ff. as human thinking which believes that God’s blessings can be earned through the
performance of religious actions and ceremonies, even if the adherents of these principles firmly and openly assert that
they believe in the grace of God and the Messiah’s death as the means to gain God’s mercy and eternal life.

38 511 év adT® KoTolkel TGV T0 TANpoU THS BedtTog compotikdc — cf. 1:19. Instead, the fullness of truth and the
correct way to understand the nature of reality is with the Messiah as the focal point of one’s attention and pursuit of
knowledge. The traditional teachings of men” (2:8) are nothing in comparison to being taught about the Messiah. As a
sinner contemplates the very person of the Messiah, i.e., his bodily appearance in Israel, then he also contemplates the
very truth of God and what He is up to within the created reality. In this way, the “the fullness [of truth] from God
dwells [metaphorically] in him.”

3 ko é0TE &V 0DTH TETANPOUEVOL, B¢ 0TIV 1) KEQOAN ThoNg &pxiic ko Eovaicag — Jesus is the top teacher and
determiner on earth of truth. Every teaching authority must submit to his instruction and perspective on reality in order
to be correct. Thus, the Colossian Christians find their intellectual, spiritual, and moral fullness in being taught by Jesus
that is commensurate with their changed inwardness, as Paul will go on to say.

40°Ev ¢ kol mepleTunOnTe TEPLTOUT GYEPOTOUTE &V TH GTekdVoel T0D COUOTOC T THe SUPKOS, &V TH TEPLTOUT TOD
Xpiotob — Paul dives right into the Jewish error which the Colossians are going to have to face, because Jews have
been trying to undermine the gospel ever since Peter first presented it to Cornelius in Acts 9. The “removal of the body
of the flesh” is metaphorical for the repudiation of one’s moral depravity and using it either to live completely apart
from God or to gain His favor and blessing through religious and moral performance. This all involves a changed heart
by the Spirit, resulting in a person’s no longer being enslaved to moral depravity and rebellion against God, but instead
acquiring true belief and understanding in the midst of his depravity.

Thus, Paul is saying that the Gentile Colossian Christians have undergone a divine and internal circumcision, while at
the same time they are not obligated at all to follow the Mosaic Covenants prescription of outward, physical
circumcision. Thus, they have received from God an inward circumecision associated with the Messiah, because it leads
to belief in the Messiah only for obtaining God’s mercy, not to pursuing religious performance to make oneself
deserving of God’s mercy.

4 Guvtapévieg adTd &v T "BATTIOU®, £V @ Kol GLVIYEPONTE S10 THG TioTEOS THS évepyeiag ToD B£0D TOD
gyeipovtog avtov €k T vekp®dv — As with the statement in the next verse 2:13), “He made you alive,” Paul is saying
that the Colossian Christians have experienced a kind of resurrection whereby they are now headed towards eternal life.
42 ol Vg vekpolg dvtag °[Ev] Toig TapaTTONAGLY KoL T TH GkpoPuoTig THC capkodg Du®dvY, cuvelmomoincev
TOpGG GVV VT, XAPLoGUEVOg Muiv Tavta T Tapoantopato — Notice Paul goes on to reference legal issues and
being a sinner, i.e., being condemned by God, not inward subjective issues. Thus, “dead” more likely refers to eternal
condemnation and destruction, not to their inwardness that was changed when they were “born again.” Similar to
Ephesians 2:11f., Paul is saying that the Colossian believers are morally depraved human beings, deserving of God’s
eternal condemnation, death, and destruction. Yet, God has inwardly changed them which results in their being
destined for eternal life. This process by God requires and, indeed, includes His not punishing them for their rebellion
against Him and acts of evil.”

Another way to say this is, “Even though you were as headed towards eternal death, because you deserved destruction
from God...”

Another way to say the second part of this is, “He has made you people who are headed towards eternal life with
him...”

4 gEarelyog 10 KO MUAY XEPSYPAPOV PToic SGypacv & v DTevavtiov NUiv, Kol odTd NpKev £k T0D pésov
TPOcNA®GaG avT0 1@ ctavp®d — Paul switches to the 1% person plural and includes himself to say that Jesus officially
provided a means for God’s forgiveness for us at the judgment by virtue of his death. Thus, any record of legal debts
that someone, even God, could bring to bear on the decision at the judgment with respect to us Jesus effectively
destroyed, so that now we can enjoy his advocacy and appealing to God the Father for mercy on our behalf, an appeal
that will work and result in life in the eternal Kingdom of God for us. This was like taking a list of all with which God
could charge us and nailing it to Jesus’ actual cross, as if to say that with his death dies the list and its condemnatory
effect on us.
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4 gmekduoauevog TOC GPYOS Kol TOG EE0voing T €delyudTioey év ToppNGiQ, OpLoUPedoaC adTOVE £V TADTH —
Through his death and resurrection, a bold public display of his obedience to God, Jesus strips any religious leader,
especially Jewish leader, who would suggest that God’s forgiveness and mercy come through some other means than
him, of their authority. These are the same authorities to whom anyone would appeal who is attempting to “deceive [the
Colossians] with a fallacious argument” (2:4). Thus, these authorities easily represent all leaders who are satanic and
diabolical and who stand in opposition to God with their hostility to His truth. This element of human opposition
includes, obviously, the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ and Paul’s day who were promoting what amounted to idolatry
through a misunderstanding of the Mosaic Covenant, when they were teaching that it is only through obedience to it
that God’s mercy is earned and obtained. Paul likens Jesus’ handling of these religious rulers to the Roman army’s
handling of the prisoners from conquered lands. As the latter are led through the streets of Rome in demonstration of
their subjugation to Roman authority, Jesus leads the former through the streets of truth in demonstration of their
subjugation and deference to him, even if they will neither now nor ever bow to him in their hearts. All this
demonstrates the superiority of Jesus as a leader of truth in comparison to all other leaders.

4 M1 00V TIg VUG TKPIVETO £V Ppdcel Fkol &v TéoeL 1) €v uéper £0pTic N veounviag 1 coppdtov — Paul now lists
specific elements of “human wisdom” and “worthless deception” that contemporary rulers might demand that the
Colossian Christians follow in order to make themselves worthy of God’s blessings while also believing in Jesus as the
Messiah (cf. Galatians where Paul condemns these same kind of religious people). These definitely sound very Jewish,
i.e., adherence to the dietary laws of the Mosaic Covenant, as well as participating in the three annual festivals that God
prescribed and that required that the Jews travel to Jerusalem each time. “New moon” refers to the first day of each
lunar month, because the Jews used a lunar and not a solar calendar. In Numbers 10:10, God commanded them to blow
the festival trumpets over their offerings and sacrifices to Him on the first day of each lunar month. Doing no work on
the Sabbath is the fourth of the Ten Commandments (cf. Exodus 20:8).

Thus, Paul is addressing the common issue of his day that appears in all his letters, the Jews’ requiring that Gentiles
follow the Mosaic Covenant and be as Jewish in their appearance as they are while they also believe in the Jewish
Messisah (cf. Romans, Galatians, Philippians 3, etc.).

46 8 goTIv oKIG TOV PEAAGVTIOV, TO 88 cdpo T0D Xpiotod — Paul states that the requirements of the Mosaic Covenant
and the Covenant per se are less than substantive in comparison to the Messiah (and the New Covenant, by
implication).

4T imdeig DUAC KoTaPpofevétm BELMV 98V TOTEVOQPOGVHVY KoL OpNOKeEIQ TOV GyYEhov, "6 £6pakev EUPOTEV®OV,
€ikf] PLo1oVpEVOG VIO T0D voog Thg capkog avtod — The Jewish leaders rightly considered the Hebrew scriptures and
specifically the Mosaic Covenant to be divinely provided and authoritative. However, they failed to interpret them
correctly by virtue of focusing on the details of individual statements as opposed to seeing the whole picture that God
was painting about His eternal plans and purposes that include the Gentiles as followers of the Jewish Messiah, who
themselves are not obligated to the Mosaic Covenant. Paul is saying that, by focusing on the texts without considering
the concept of grace, these Jewish leaders themselves do not qualify for God’s mercy and eternal life, and the
Colossians would, in a sense, disqualify themselves also if they were to abandon the biblical focal point, the Messiah.
In addition, any Jewish leader who claims that his perspective on God is the correct one first asserts that his knowledge
comes from a special and trustworthy source that gives him a level of intellectual status within the Jewish community
whereby people should believe what he says to be true. Perhaps the religious leader is referring to the one who has
taught him, e.g., Gamaliel, one of the leading rabbis of Paul’s day, and who, indeed, taught Paul. It would be like a
Christian teacher’s using the seminary that he attended, or the worldwide Christian leaders who back him up in his
theology as the reason why people should follow him and believe as true what he says about the Bible. However, as
Paul says, this kind of appeal to authority to validate one’s status within either the Jewish or Christian community is
illegitimate and comes from pride, vanity, and a desire to rebel against God rather than from humility and a desire to
submit to God.

48 1ol 00 KPOTOV THY KEQAAV T, €€ 00 TAV TO CAUC S TAOV GPAV KOl GUVEESLOV ETLXOPNYOVLEVOV KOl
copPialouevov atEer Tv atbEnov tod Beod — The joints and ligaments that hold together the body of the Messiah,
the individual believers, is the truth of the biblical message with the Messiah at the center of this message. Just as
believers come together on the basis of this truth (cf. 2:2), they also remain together on the basis of it. Paul is saying
that, regardless of how much this error filled Jewish leader claims that he believes in Jesus as the Messiah, he has
actually abandoned Jesus, so that his so-called leadership does not come from God as the continued focus on the true
Jesus within the Christian community does come from God. Instead, his knowledge and leadership comes rom his
fleshly and rebellious mind.

YE| T dneddvete cvv XproTdh Gmd TV GTouEinv ToD KOoKov, Ti 0¢ {dveg év kéouw doynatilecoe — Here tdv
otoweiov 1od koouov refer specifically to the Mosaic Covenant, and Paul asks a rhetorical question based upon the
metaphor of joining Jesus on his cross, because a person who understands and acknowledges the complete significance
of Jesus’ death also recognizes that he, the morally depraved human being for whom Jesus died, is not only an abject
rebel against God, but also a completely incapable human being when it comes to gaining God’s acceptance, mercy,
and eternal life. Thus, the person realizes that the general principles of human religion, including that of Judaism that
takes the specific part of the biblical message called the Mosaic Covenant and turns it into a human and not divine
religion, are fundamentally characteristic of that which is evil instead of that which is good. Therefore, the true believer
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wholeheartedly repudiates not only his own moral depravity, but any system of religion that is based on depravity and
not on God’s grace. Paul asks his Colossian readers if it makes sense to repudiate moral depravity on the basis of Jesus’
death and then approach God on the basis of moral depravity. Obviously not.

30 um Gym unde yevon unde Biyne — Here, Paul uses the very words that he envisions the Jewish leaders’ using who
want to impose the dietary and separation (keeping themselves separate from people who are not following the Mosaic
Covenant and from objects that are outside of the Covenant and considered profane by it) laws.

SL§ éotiv mavia eig BopaY TH Gmoyprioel, KaTd T evidAnata kol Sidockaliog TV dvopornwv — Paul describes
the stuff of the Mosaic Covenant as strictly for the present, temporary realm and, therefore, fundamentally unhelpful for
obtaining eternal life in comparison to the stuff of the Messiah. He is implying that the only “thing” within the present
creation that helps human beings with respect to their relationship with God is not external, but instead internal. It is
their belief along with their choices to act on the basis of the biblical message, especially their choice to love one
another within the community of believers. Everything else will disappear in the fire of the judgment of God at the end
of the present realm.

Paul is also claiming that the imperatives that the Jewish leaders use, such as, “Do not eat this unclean food,” are mere
commandments of men and not God, even if the words seem to match those of the Mosaic Covenant. This is because
the presuppositions underlying them have their source in man’s moral depravity/rebellion against God and not in the
goodness of God. Such comments by Paul help us realize that people, including and perhaps most especially leaders,
can be saying all the apparent right things in Christian churches and be completely hostile to God and Jesus, i.e., the
biblical God and Jesus.

32 Gved €0tV AdYOV pev Exovio copiog év £0eA0BpNoKig Ko Tamevo@posvvy T °[kal] Gipeldig couoTog, ovk &v
T TVt Tpog TAnouovny Tiig capkdg — Paul admits that a human, religious system that uses the Bible as its basis
actually contains an element of truth and wisdom, which is what makes it so insidious, cunning, and oftentimes difficult
to discern as error. because no human effort, religious or otherwise, i.e., even moral, can solve the problem of man’s
moral depravity and consequent eternal condemnation and disapproval by God. But, obviously a lot of people are
fooled by the outward religious piety of these false Christians, and Paul wants his Colossian readers to keep their guard
up so that they are not taken in by them. These very same religious leaders appear to be promoting that which is good
and right, even biblically, but, instead, they are advocating evil, because they themselves are ruled by their moral
depravity and not by a changed heart and authentic belief.

3 Ei 0bv cuvnyéponte 1d Xpiotd, T dve {nteite, 00 6 Xpiotdg EoTv év de€1d ToD 020D Kodnuevog — Rather than
focusing on the earthly and temporary Mosaic Covenant, Paul exhorts these Gentile Colossian Christians to look
towards eternity for their understanding and motivation to obey God. If they have been raised with the Messiah, i.e., if
they have repudiated their moral depravity (died with the Messiah), then they should pay attention to God’s promise of
mercy, eternal life, and moral perfection of which He has made them aware through the inner working of His grace.
The latter constitutes being raised with the Messiah, who metaphorically sits at the transcendent God’s right hand and
rules over the entire creation from this position. In other words, whoever “sits at God’s right hand” also is the highest
authority within the creation and rules over it, just under the authority of God’s Himself, who is outside of the creation
and occupies the highest position of authority.

3 1 Gve @poveite, un Té ém tiic yiic — It is not that Paul is saying that everything on earth is evil, but that caring
more about the temporal than the eternal, except for caring about one’s belief and love for others in the present realm,
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the nature of reality and the biblical truth. Thus, to the extent that Christians
communicate to the rest of humanity that they are establishing themselves in the world and carving out a place for
themselves within it, they distort and miscommunicate the biblical message.

35 gmeddvete Yop ko N {of DUAV KékpumTon cUV 1@ Xpiotd £v Td Bed — Now Paul refers to the Colossian
Christians having gone through a sort of death by facing into their moral depravity and fundamentally desiring and
choosing to be different kind of people, especially when God produces eternity for them and changes them into morally
perfect people, after first granting them mercy and forgiveness. In addition, just as the Messiah cannot physically be
seen by all the people in the world, giving them a kind of excuse to ignore him, these Colossian Christians’ with all that
their belief means with respect to the future and their eternal destiny is invisible to the world, too. Thus, they have died
to the world, this earth, and this realm, not that they care nothing about it. But it is not their focus. It is not their goal to
save it and solve its problems, because they know that not even God is going to do so. Things will only get worse, and
God will eventually destroy this earth and the present realm. Consequently, it makes no sense for Christians to invest
themselves heavily in the efforts of mankind to ensure that the world improves and even to save the world from all its
problems, because these efforts will always ultimately fail.

36 3oy 6 Xpiotog Pavepodi, | {of "OUdV, TéTE Kol VUEC ToVV DT pavepndrcecte v 80En — Nevertheless,
Paul says that when God sends the Messiah back to earth to complete his task of gathering living believers and
destroying his enemies, then what it means for the Colossians to be followers of the Messiah will finally become most
obvious, too. No one, except God in His mind, can actually see what the Colossian readers’ Christianity is all about,
both now and in the future. But, eventually, it will become clear and visible to everyone, with the result being so
marvelous that they will share in the spectacle of the glory of the Messiah.

57T Nekpdoote obv 10 uéAN T 1o £ TG YAc, mopveiay dkobapsiov TdOog EmOvuioy °Kokny, Kol Thv TAeovetioy,
N11g €otiv eidwAioratpio — This segue into these issues of mainly sexual immorality demonstrates Paul’s close
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association of them in his mind with Judaistic legalism, which he has just been discussing. Both legalism and abject
sexual immorality originate within man’s moral depravity and rebellion against God. In other words, Judaistic legalism
is on the same par with pagan idolatry which promoted unbridled sexual immorality. But they both will incur God’s
anger, justice, and condemnation. Thus, repudiating one’s more depravity leads to repudiating immoral inwardness and
actions that coincide with it, especially in this context sexual immorality which was so prevalent in the culture(s) of the
Roman Empire.

Paul also reveals by his thoughts here that outward worship of pagan gods is no different in its evil quality as inward
moral depravity that is accompanied by other immoral actions. Both constitute the worship of idols, i.e., the things of
the present realm, in contrast to the worship of the one true God. Hence, any rejection of the biblical God and
adherence to another view of reality is idolatry, whether or not small figurines in temples are involved.

“Members on earth” (ta uéln ™ ta €mi tig YRic), here, refers to the corporal package in which the Colossian Christians
reside that is fundamentally hostile towards God and the biblical message.

388U & Epyxeton M dpyM 10D Be0D C[émL Tovg viove Thg dmedeiog] — Paul states that man’s moral depravity will
produce at some time in the future a response of anger, justice, and eternal condemnation from God. And it will be
because people have chosen to be the children of the spirit of the world that is committed to disobeying God and
violating His moral commandments.

39 &v ol ko Dugic meprenaticoté mote, 6te dLfite év "tovtoig — Paul also reminds his Colossian readers that, prior to
their embracing the biblical message of Jesus as the Messiah, they wholeheartedly joined their unbelieving friends and
fellow Colossians in pursuing immorality. This was their natural and accepted lifestyle.

0 yyvi 8¢ GréBecOe Kot Vel TO ThvTa, OpyNy, BVUSY, Kakiav, PAacenuicy, aicyporoyicy €k T0D GTOUOTOC VUGV
— Paul further delineates exactly what comprises immorality. He lists first anger and then wrath, both probably coming
from pride and selfishness when people do not get their own way. He then lists malice and slander, that people use
when they want to get back at others whom they dislike and want to encourage mutual dislike of them in their society.
Finally, Paul mentions abusive speech that comes out the Colossians’ mouths, that was probably so common and
accepted in the culture of the Roman Empire and that provided people with a means to beat up on people they hated
without actually hitting them physically.

ol i yevdeohe eic GAMHAOVE, BTeEKSVOGUEVOL TOV TUANOV GVOP®TOV GVV TaiC TpaEestv avtod — Paul exhorts the
Colossian Christians to speak the truth to each other, in contrast, certainly, to the way they use to behave, using lies and
deception to further their own selfish causes and to promote their own ungodly agendas. But Paul says that this
constitutes a former person who they were, which should be set aside, because, as he goes on to say, they each have
become a new person.

2 koL vEVOALEVOL TOV VOV TOV GVOKOIVOVUEVOV Eig EMiyvaoty kot eikdva 100 kTicovtog avtév — The new way of
being for the Colossian Christians Paul calls “the new man,” and says that they have gone through a divinely caused
transition that is intended to motivate them to understand reality from a perspective completely different from that of
pagan idolatry and that is absolutely true and right, i.e., the biblical perspective. Paul also identifies the biblical
perspective as that which corresponds to all that Jesus as the Messiah was and now represents. He then ends this
sentence by saying that this quality of knowledge is in accordance, or lines up with, God Himself, who is the One who
created the “new man” that constitutes each individual Colossian Christian [or, who is the One who created the icon of
God, Jesus the Messiah?].

03 3mov ovk évi T “EAANY ko Tovdaiog, meprout kol dkpopuctic, BapPapoc, Trvong, 8ovrog, T eAevOepoc, GAANL
°[ta] mavta ko év maow Xpiotog — The Mosaic Covenant rightly makes a distinction between the Jews as the chosen
people of God and Gentiles, who basically are not, while cultural aspects of the Roman Empire make a distinction
between other kinds of people, such as slaves and their masters. However, the Messiah, even though he is Jewish,
makes no distinction like this among his followers, because God has basically created a new person who is a bona fide
follower of Jesus the Jewish Messiah, who advocates for all his followers, regardless of their ethnicity. Thus, after
someone is presented with the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah, the only distinction that is valid for him to
embrace is that of belief in Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah vs. unbelief. Nevertheless, none of us can correctly assess
the authenticity of authentic, inward belief in people. Only God can and should. Thus, a person’s ethnic, social,
religious, etc. condition is not important in establishing his identity and status before God. Only his association with the
Jewish Messiah, Jesus, is.

%4 "Evdivoache ovv, B¢ £kAekTOl °T0D B£0D Ey10l °KOL MYUTNUEVOL, GTAGYY VO OIKTIPULOD XPNGTOTNTO
TATEWVOPPOGVHVNY TpovtnTae porkpodupioy — While the Jews are definitely the earthly chosen people of God, any
Gentile who becomes an authentic belief in Jesus as the Messiah becomes a chosen one similarly—but not for the
purpose of following the Mosaic Covenant on earth. Instead, a Gentile is called by God to pursue moral obedience
through love among especially his fellow believers that results in obtaining mercy and citizenship in the eternal
Kingdom of God.

The believer’s love is founded on his being loved by God and chosen by Him, before He even began to create this
present cosmos, to become a believer in the Jewish Messiah. His love also comes from being set apart inwardly by God
through the “circumcising of the heart” work of the Holy Spirit (cf. Deut. 10:16; Romans 2:29), so that he is now
fundamentally committed to treating other believers kindly, humbly, gently, and patiently, while he feels with them in
the midst of any pain or suffering that they are enduring.
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65 Gveyduevor GAMHAOV Kol Xop{OUevol EVTOIC £G4V TIC TPOG TIvaL EXN "HOLENY: KOBMOS Kol 6 "k¥plog éxapicato
Vuiv, oUtwg ko vuelg — Paul includes not holding against fellow believers any mistreatment that they have perpetrated
towards one another, but, instead, granting them the same kind of mercy that God will give them at the judgment. It is a
given. Christians are going to do wrong against other Christians, but God’s call to morality would have them not
require that they pay, in the present life, for their wrongdoing—so hard when we are wired more for justice than for
mercy, and when our pride gets involved and demands that we be avenged.

% gy maiowv 8¢ TovTOoIC THV Gydmny, 6 éoTiv vvdespog T "tedeidtntog — Paul clearly identifies love as the catch-
all for what he is exhorting the Colossians to do. By treating each other with love, the Colossian Christians will bind
themselves together to reach their common goal of God’s eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God with Jesus as
their advocate and king.

7 ko 1) lpfivn 100 "Xp1oToD PpoPevéTo &v Talg Kapdicig VUMV, ei¢ v Kol EKATONTE &V °EVI GOUUTL KO
gvyapiotol yiveode — In the light of the work which the Messiah brings about, particularly reconciling sinful human
beings to a wrathful God, thus changing their status before God from enemies to friends and bringing about peace
between the two warring parties, God and man, Paul exhorts this peace that comes from the Messiah’s work dominate
the hearts and minds of the Colossian believers. It is this for which they should be most grateful, because peace with
God through Jesus results in escaping God’s wrath, condemnation, and destruction. In addition, they were all called to
be at peace with God together as a group who will remain together into eternity with all other genuine believers
throughout history.

Another option is: if Paul were writing in Hebrew, he would have said the shalom of the Messiah, referring to the
future eternal realm of the kind of life that will be whole and completely satisfying by virtue of its inhabitants being
morally perfect. Paul would be saying that the knowledge and hope of this future existence, that will be the result of the
Abrahamic promise, should be the basis for each and every decision that the Colossian Christians make in the present
realm.

%80 Adyog T0D "Xp1oTOD EVOiKeiTO v VULV TAOVGING, &V TAoT GoPig S18GCKOVTES KO VOLBETODVTEC EXVTOVC,
YoApolg T Yuvolg T @daig mvevpatikaig €v °[th] xdprtt Gdovieg &v ‘taig kopdiong vudv 1@ "0e® — The ideas
about the biblical purpose of the Jewish Messiah, that Epaphras first presented to the Colossians and that constitute the
apostolic message, are worth having dominate their minds, Paul says. And then, any manner that they want to use to
convey these ideas to one another, even through singing to one another, is fine as long as the basis of such
communication is genuine gratitude to God that is buzzing around inside of them because God has changed their
inwardness and granting the certain expectation of eternal life and salvation of destruction. Thus, these ideas remain the
basis for how they live their lives and treat one another, in contrast to the ideas of pagan idolatry that used to dominate
their minds.

9 xoi mav 8 T1 gav mofiTe €v AGY® T £v EpY®, TAVTOL &V OVOUOTL ‘Kupiov INcoD, eVXopIoTODVTEC TG BED T TOTPL
8 avtob — For these new Gentile believers, their pagan worldview dominated their thinking before they were
confronted with the message of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, so that they could be said to have done everything in the
name of pagan idolatry and rebellion against God. Now, Paul wants their biblical worldview to dominate their thinking.
Thus, just as Jesus’ goal was to qualify to be the Son of God as King and High Priest through his death on the cross, so
should Christians’ goal be to mimic him and act like him in regard to their moral behavior in order to acquire the same
kind of eternal destiny that he has obtained of living forever in the Kingdom of God. This should include a gratitude
towards God for what He has done in bringing them to an understanding of and belief in the biblical message with its
accompanying promise of life in the eternal kingdom. In this way, Jesus as the Messiah, along with all that will happen
in the present and future cosmos, will be the basis for whatever the Colossian Christians say and do publicly and
privately.

70 Al yovaikec, dToTdc0ec0e 10l "GVEpAoIV W Gvikev év kvpim — One has to wonder how radical this concept was
women living in the Roman Empire in central Turkey. Assuming that women were not very well treated, Paul is
encouraging those who are married to be led by their husbands down their path of life in being obedient to God and the
Messiah. In addition and maybe primarily as in 1 Corinthians 7, Paul is indicating that becoming subordinate to God
does not release a person from being subordinate to those human beings where this was the relationship before his
readers became Christians—whether wives being subordinate to husbands, or children to parents, or slaves to masters,
while the ones in the superordinate position should act lovingly in the light of their being subordinate to Jesus.

7101 &vdpec, Gyamdite TOC YOVOIKaG T KO Ui TikpaivesOe mpog avtdc — Likewise, assuming that men who were
sinners were prone to abuse their superordinate position and mistreat their wives, Paul is exhorting these former pagan
Gentile men, now turned believers in the Jewish Messiah, to behave towards their wives in the same way that the
Messiah has behaved towards them—with love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, etc.

72 Té 1ékvol, DTakoVeTe 1Ol YOVEDSIY KOTH TAVTQ, TO0DTO YOp EVAPESTOV 6TV "8V Kupie — Similarly, Paul’s
exhortation to young people is to be willing to be instructed by their parents in how to live before God and as followers
of the Jewish Messiah. Presumably, Christian parents are going to have more wisdom than their children.

73 01 matépec, un "épedilete T Téva VUAV, Tvor ut dBvudoly — We can imagine that fathers as sinners were used to
irritating their children freely and maliciously in the rather violent and immoral environment of the Roman Empire.
Paul would have them act completely differently in the light of their new belief in the biblical God and being
subordinate to God.
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74 01 80BAoL, VTOKOVETE PKATO TAVTO TOIC KOTO GOpKA KVPIOLS, Ui €V "0@BuAI0S0VAY ©g GvOpmTapesKol, GAL
&v anAétnT kopdiag gofovuevorl tov “kvprov — Even for survival purposes and perhaps simply to make life easier for
themselves, slaves were probably used to serving their masters just to please them. Now, Paul would have those slaves
who have converted to Christianity continue in a subordinate position and carry out their responsibilities in the light of
their desire to please God and not man. This comes from having one main goal in life, to obtain eternal mercy from
God and escape the condemnation of His judgment.

In addition, Paul wants them to be obedient to their masters in accordance with all that they understand of the biblical
message, that calls people who are in positions of subordination and following others to comply with those who are in
positions of superordination, which includes the relationship of slaves/masters respectively—in spite of the fact that
this is basically an evil institution brought into existence by evil men. This will demonstrate that the slaves are willing
to recognize their current lot in life within their own existential reality. In other words, Paul hardly expected that
slavery would all of a sudden disappear within the Roman Empire while Christian slaves would continue to exist.
Therefore, Paul is not condoning slavery. He is accepting it in a situation where he has no control over it.

735 g mouite, £k Woyiic £pydlecte wg Td Kupim T kol ovk Gvepodmol — Paul continues with his exhortation to the
Colossian slaves to make choices out of the inward change that has occurred within them, a change that should orient
their motivation for their behavior towards God and not towards their fellow men.

76 £1861ec 6TL GO KVPIOV TGTOAUYEGOE TV AVTOTOS0oTV THS KANpOVOopiag . T@® T kupim XploTd' SovAevete —
The benefit that a Christian slave hopes for out of life is eternal life and nothing else. This is because he serves
ultimately the Jewish Messiah and not man. Thus, subordination to the man, Jesus the Messiah, should include
subordination to any other human beings where it simply is what life calls for—regardless of whether the institution,
i.e., marriage, family, slavery, business/corporation, a national country, etc., has been prescribed by God or man.

716 yap adikdv kopiceton & Ndiknoev, kol ovk EoTv Tposmmoinuwyio — Paul’s exhortation to these new, Gentile
believers and to those who are specifically slaves in Roman households is to obey their earthly masters on the basis of
the fact that people who do what is wrong, e.g., disobey their earthly masters, will incur the consequences of God’s
justice, which is eternal condemnation. And God does not play any favorites. Either a person genuinely and
authentically pursues obedience to Him in the present realm, or he does not. The former will acquire God’s mercy
through their advocate Jesus. The latter will experience God’s condemnation and eternal destruction.

78 01 kbprot, 1O Sikaov kot TV ot T0ig SoVAOLS TOoPEXecOe, idTeg GTL KO DUELS ExeTe KOPLOV €V TOVDPAVE —
Of course Paul is speaking to Christian men who have slaves in their household. He wants them to provide their slaves
with an environment that would be far different from that of others who serve masters who are pagan idolaters, who
have no good reason to treat them kindly, graciously, patiently, and with a sense that they both will appear before the
same judge, the transcendent Creator, at the end of history, thus making them equal in status and accountability before
God. Paul wants the Christian masters to do just exactly this, because it is only right as followers of the Jewish
Messiah, Jesus to whom they all subordinate themselves.

7 T mpoocevyfi "mpookapTePELTE, YpNYopotvieg év odTh “év edyapiotia — Paul always encourages people to pray.
But the question is, for what? In the next verse, Paul encourages them to pray for Silvanus, Timothy, and him, that God
will allow them to speak the apostolic message of Jesus as the Messiah to those in Rome, i.e., whomever would be
willing to listen to him in Rome. Paul is under house arrest in Rome, waiting for an audience with Caesar Nero in
regard to his arrest in Jerusalem and the Jews’ accusing him of violating the temple laws.

Here, Paul must mean that he wants his readers to pray that God may grant them perseverance in their belief in order
that they may qualify for eternal mercy at the judgment, because this is always the most important issue for him with
respect to those to whom he writes his letters.

80 Tpocevyduevol GLoL Kol Tept U@V, Tvar 6 BedC Gvoitn Mpilv Bvpav ToB Adyov T AaAficol 1O LLGTHPLOV TOD
"XpioTtoD, 81U "0 kol d€édepont — see notes for 4:3

81 fvo parvepdom avtd m¢ del pe Aarfoon — Paul feels not only a sense of obligation to be the apostle to the Gentiles
but also a sense of urgency. He basically can never get enough of fulfilling his responsibility as Jesus’ authoritative
spokesman to the Gentiles.

82"Ev cogia mepimateite mpog tovg Fm ToOV Koupdv éEaryopalduevol — Paul is saying that God’s call to Christians is
not only to love one another, but also to be gracious to non-believers, even as Jesus was.

“Buying up the season” = making the most of the time and opportunity to interact with unbelievers, having the
perspective that this may be the last time that they have the opportunity to “hear” the gospel before they face the
judgment of God

83 6 Aoyog DUAV TAVTOTE &V XAPLTL, BACTL NPTVUEVOC, eidévan TR del VUG EVi EkdoTe &mokpivesdor — In addition,
Paul says that gracious conduct towards non-believers means being ready to provide whatever elements of truth (“salt”)
to the conversation.

84 T kot éue mavta yvopicer duiv TOXIKog 6 GyamnTog GdEAPOC KOl TIGTOG S16KOVOG Kol GUVE0VAOG £V KVpie —
Thus, Tychicus is the bearer of this letter. He is mentioned as Tychicus of Asia in Acts and as a traveling companion of
Paul (Acts 20:4). Paul also mentions him in Ephesians as the bearer of that letter, so that he probably was carrying both
at the same time from Rome to these two cities. Paul also mentions in 2 Timothy that he has sent Tychicus to Ephesus,
but this is probably later around A.D. 68 after his second arrest and imprisonment in Rome.
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85 5v émepyo TPOC VUGG g 0DTO TODTO, Vo, “YVATE TR TEPL NUAV' KOl TOPUKUAéoT TOC Kopdiag vudv — Paul
expects Tychicus to provide the Colossians with much more information about their situation in Rome than he is giving
in this letter. He also expects him to encourage them even more than he is doing in his letter.

86 5OV OvNnoipo 1@ TIGTA KoL AYamNTd Gdeled, 8¢ £6TIV £€ DUV TEVTO DUV Yvopicovoty t¢ @de — Onesimus is
the slave mentioned in Philemon and is the one whom Paul is “returning” to Philemon. So this latter letter was probably
written and carried at the same time as Colossians. We notice in what high regard to his understanding of the truth and
ability to express it Paul holds Onesimus, even though he is a slave. Onesimus’ calling in life means nothing to Paul.
Only whether or not he has a changed heart and understands the biblical message.

87" Aomaleton Vpag Apiotapyog 6 cuvouxudAotdc pov ko Mapkog 6 dveytog Bapvopa (tept ov éAdPete EvToldc,
€av €M TPOg VA, dE€acBe avTov) — It is interesting that Mark, Barnabas’ cousin, is back in Paul’s good graces
after Paul would not allow him to accompany him on his second evangelistic excursion (cf. Acts 15:37-39).
Aristarchus, perhaps from Thessalonica, is mentioned with Tychicus in Acts 20:4 as a traveling companion of Paul.

88 o Inoodg 6 Aeydpevog TodoTog, ol fvieg £k mePITONFC, 0VTOL HOVOL GuVEPYOL ei¢ TV Pactieioy ToD Be0D,
oitiveg €yeviBnodv pot tapnyopic — Not too many people have hung in there with Paul in his experience of being
arrested in Jerusalem, incarcerated in Caesarea Maritima for two years, and then transported to Rome to be imprisoned
until he can meet with Caesar Nero. If that is true of him, what about Christians in other times of history and other
places?

89 gomaleton dudg Emagpdc 6 €€ tudv, dodrog ‘Xpiotod [Incod]’, Tavtote dyovi{ouevog HIEP DUAY £V TOiG
TPOCEVYQIG, VoL "oTadTTE TELEIOL KL "TETANPO@OPMUEVOL €V TavTi BeApatt ToD Bg0D — In chapter 1, verse 7 Paul
says that Epaphras was the first person to present the message of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah to the Colossians.
Obviously, he is from Colossae, has reported to Paul regarding the Colossian Christians, and is going to remain with
him in Rome while Tychicus and Onesimus carry this letter to them. We notice that Epaphras prays for the
perseverance of the Colossians’ belief, so that they may stand at the judgment and qualify for eternal mercy by virtue of
the fact that they did what God required of them in the present realm. While téleior = “those who have reached their
goal” could refer to the goal of eternal life, it seems better here to interpret here as reaching the goal of fully knowing
and understanding the gospel and Jesus the Messiah in the light of the next part of the sentence, “have become
completely filled with the whole desire of God,” i.e., God’s desire for what sinful human beings should know and how
sinful human beings should live as disciples of Jesus the Messiah, thus qualifying them for their eternal goal (cf. 1:5).
%0 nopTUp® YO 0OT@ ETL ExeL TOADY "MOHVOY VIEP VUGV Kol TOV év Acodikelq ko 1@V év “Iepamdier — Epaphras is
genuinely hoping that the Christians in Colossae and nearby Hierapolis will truly hold on to their belief and obtain
entrance into the eternal Kingdom of God.

ol Glomdteton dudic Aovkéc 6 itpdg 26 dryomntoc kol Anpéc — Demas is listed here as basically being on the same
page as Paul, but a few years later in 2 Timothy 4:10, Paul speaks of him as having loved the present world and left
Paul to go to Thessalonica. Right now though, here are two more people who have accompanied Paul to Rome and are
with him in his prison circumstances.

2 Acndoace Tog év Acodikeiq adelpovg ko "NYueav kol T kot olkov "adTig ékkAnciov — Paul wants the
Colossians to be encouraging and loving towards their fellow believers in the nearby city of Laodicea.

93 kot 6ToY GVOYVeOGHT TP DUV 1] ETIGTOAY, ToujcoTe Tva Kol v i Acodikénv ékkAncia Gvoyveodf, kol Thv ék
Aoodwkeiog Tva kot vueig dvayvate — This indicates that three letters are going out by means of Tychicus and
Onesiume—one to the Ephesians, one to the Colossians, and a third to the Laodiceans. We have the first two but not
the third.

% ko elmate "Apyinme PAéme Thv Stokoviov fiv mopéhafec &v kupie, tva adthv mAnpoic — We have no idea why
Paul feels this must be said, but more than likely it is because he has heard from Epaphras that Archippus is not doing
what he ought to due.

950 domacuog Th &ufi xewptl ITovAov. pvnuovedveté pov 1@V deoudv. 1 xdpic ned dudv — Finally, in typical fashion,
Paul writes this last sentence instead of some secretary who wrote the rest of the letter while he dictated it. There is
nothing he wants more than for God’s grace to be extended towards the Colossian Christians and to continue to be
extended until they reach their existential goal of eternal life in the Kingdom of God.
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