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Habakkuk

1:1 The pronouncement which Habakkuk the prophet saw."

1:2 “How long will | cry for help, Yahweh, and You will not hear? | cry out to You,
‘Violence!” Yet, You do not save.? 1:3 Why are You making me to see iniquity, and
making me look at trouble? For sure destruction and violence are in front of me. Strife
exists, and contention rises up.® 1:4 Therefore, the Torah grows numb, and justice never
extends out, because the wicked surround the righteous. As a result, justice goes out
really perverted.”

1:5 “Look among the nations. Observe, and be astonished. Wonder, because | am
performing a work in your days. You would not believe if someone described it.® 1:6
Behold, | am raising up the Chaldeans [Babylonians], the fierce and reckless nation, who
are going all over the earth to posses dwelling places which do not belong to them.® 1:7
They are terrible and to be feared. Their justice and their majesty originate from
themselves.” 1:8 Their horses are swifter than leopards and quicker than wolves of the
evening, and their horseman gallop. Their horsemen come from afar. They fly like an
eagle hastening to devour.® 1:9 All of them come for violent destruction. The movement
of their faces is forward, and they gather captives like the sand.® 1:10 They make fun of
the kings, and the rulers are a joke to them. They mock every fortress, and they heap up
dirt. Then, they capture it.”"°

1:11 “Then, they will pass through like the wind, and they will pass through and be guilty,
these ones whose strength is their god [LXX — Then the Spirit will change His mind, will
pass through, and will make atonement. The very strength belongs to my God].”"’

1:12 “Are You not from the beginning, Yahweh Elohim, my Holy One? We will not die.
Yahweh, You have appointed them for judgment, and You, Rock, have established them
to reprove.’? 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to see evil, and You are not able to look at
wickedness. Why do You look at those who act treacherously? Why are You deaf when
the wicked swallow up those more righteous than them?'®1:14 You made man like the
fishes of the sea, like creeping things without a ruler over them.”™

1:15 They cause all of them to go up with a hook. They drag them with their net, and they
gather them with their fishing net. Therefore they rejoice and are glad.' 1:16 As a result,
they sacrifice to their net, and they burn incense to their fishing net, because by it their
share of booty is great, and their food is plentiful.’® 1:17 Will they, therefore, empty their
net and continually slay nations whom they will not pity?'’

2:1 | will stand on my watch, and | will station myself on a fortress. And | will really watch
to see what He will speak in regard to me and what | will reply on the basis of my
complaint.'

2:2 And Yahweh answered me and said, “Write the vision and make it plain on the tablets
in order that the one who reads it may run.' 2:3 For the vision is yet for the appointed
time, and it moves towards the finish line, and it will not lie. Though it delays, wait for it,
for it will certainly come. It will not delay.”?°

2:4 “Behold the proud one! His soul is not right within him. But as for one who is justified
by his belief, he will live!®' 2:5 Furthermore, wine deals treacherously with the proud man,
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and he does not stay home. It causes his soul to enlarge like Sheol, and he is like death.
He is never satisfied, so that he gathers to himself all the nations and he collects to
himself all the peoples.”?

2:6 “Will not all these lift up a proverb against him, and satire and riddles against him?
And they will say, ‘Woe to him who increases what is not his. Until when? And who
makes himself heavy with loans.”?® 2:7 Will not those who are charging you interest
suddenly rise up, and will not those whom you are causing to tremble awaken? And you
will be booty for them.?* 2:8 Because you plundered many nations, all the remainder of
the peoples will plunder you—because of human bloodshed and violence done to the
land, the city, and all those who dwell in it.”?

2:9 “Woe to the one who by violence gains unjust, evil gain for his house to set his nest
on the height to be delivered from the hand of evil.?* 2:10 You have counseled shame for
your house by cutting off many peoples, and your soul is sinning.?’ 2:11 Therefore, the
stone from the wall will cry out, and the rafter from the tree will answer it.”?®

2:12 “Woe to the one who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a city with
unrighteousness.?® 2:13 Is it not indeed from Yahweh of the armies that peoples toil for
enough fire, and peoples are weary with emptiness?* 2:14 For the earth will be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of Yahweh, as waters cover the sea.”"

2:15 “Woe to him who makes his friend drink, who mixes in his poison and makes him
drunk in order to look upon his nakedness.*? 2:16 You are satisfied with shame rather
than honor. Drink, you, also and show your uncircumcised state. The cup of the right
hand of Yahweh will surround you, and disgrace will come upon your honor,® 2:17
because the violent wrongdoings of Lebanon will cover you, and the destruction of
beasts will cause them to be dismayed—because of human bloodshed and the violence
done to the land, the city, and all those who dwell in it.”>*

2:18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has carved it—a molten image, a teacher of
falsehood—because the maker trusts his handiwork to make dumb idols?% 2:19 Woe to
the one who says to the tree, ‘Wake up,’ to the silent stone, ‘Arise.’ It is teaching.
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no spirit in it.”*

2:20 Indeed, Yahweh is in His holy temple. Silence in His presence all the earth!*’
3:1 The prayer of Habakkuk the prophet with a song.*®

3:2 “Yahweh, | have heard Your report, and | am afraid. Yahweh, revive your work in the
midst of the years. In the midst of years make it known. In wrath remember to be
compassionate.”®

3:3 God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mt. Paran. His excellence covers
the heavens, and His praise fills the earth.*

3:4 His brightness is like sunlight, His power from His hand is His, and there is the hiding
of His power.*'

3:5 Pestilence [His message] goes before Him, and a plague goes out at His fee
3:6 He stood and shook the earth. He looked and caused the nations to jump, and the
sturdy mountains were shattered. The everlasting hills bent over. His ways are
everlasting.*®

t.42
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3:7 | saw the tents of Cushan under distress. The tent curtains of the land of Midian
trembled.**

3:8 Is Yahweh angry with the rivers, whether Your anger is with the rivers, or Your wrath
with the sea, because You mount and ride on Your horses, Your chariots of salvation?*
3:9 Your bow is stretched bare. The rods of your speech are oaths. You split the earth
with rivers.*

3:10 The mountains see you. They tremble. The downpour of water passes through. The
deep utters its voice. It lifts high its hands.*’

3:11 The sun is in its place. The moon stands in its lofty place. Your arrows go towards
the light. Your spear is lightning towards the brightness.*?

3:12 With wrath You march solemnly through the earth. In anger You trample the
nations.*°

3:13 You go forth for the salvation of Your people, for the the salvation of your anointed
one[sgb You kill the head of the house of the wicked, to lay him open from his legs to his
neck.

3:14 You pierce with his spears the head of his warriors. They storm in to scatter us.
Their exultation is like those who devour the poor in a secret place.®

3:15 You trample on the sea with your horses, causing the foaming of many waters.*?

3:16 | listened, and my innermost parts trembled. At the sound my lips quivered. Decay
enters my bones, and from beneath me | tremble, because | must wait until the day of
distress, until the people rise up, until they invade us.*

3:17 Though the fig tree does not blossom, and there is no produce on the vines, the
work of the olive fails to achieve, and the fields produce no food, the flock is cut off from
the sheepfold, and there are no cattle in the stalls,>

3:18 as for me, | will exult in Yahweh. | will rejoice in the God of my salvation.*®

3:19 Yahweh my Lord is my strength, and He has established my feet as hinds’ feet. He
makes me walk on my high places.®

To the music director on my stringed instruments.*’
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! N"237 PRP20 HU:I ﬁUN \NL:N;JU — Internal evidence indicates that Habakkuk was a prophet to the southern Kingdom
of Judah just before it fell to the Babylonians between 600 and 586 B.C., but he may have started writing about his own
spiritual struggles as early as 626 B.C.

EBC — Habakkuk’s prophecy is set against a background of the decline and fall of the Judean kingdom (c. 626586
B.C.). Although nothing is known of the prophet himself apart from the book bearing his name—the book is not dated
in the usual manner (cf. Amos 1:1; Zeph 1:1; et al.)—the general background of Habakkuk is clear from the internal
data. Verses 5-11 represent a period before 605, the year the Babylonians (the Chaldeans [kasdim], 1:6) rose to power
(cf. v.5: “you would not believe, even if you were told”), and probably prior to the 612 destruction of Nineveh. By
contrast it is sometimes argued that 1:12-17 and 2:6-20 must reflect a period after 612 B.C. (so Ellison et al.), when the
power and rapacity of the Babylonians had become common knowledge to the prophet. Various solutions have been
proposed, but the best seems to be found in taking the sections of the dialogue as representative of Habakkuk’s spiritual
struggles over a long period of time, possibly beginning as early as 626 and continuing as late as 590 or after. During
this period Judah enjoyed its last bit of prosperity under Josiah (died 609 B.C.); Assyria’s wound was revealed as fatal
with the ultimate fall of Nineveh in 612 and the short-lived Babylonian Empire established its dominance over
Palestine, with Jerusalem a casualty and its people taken into exile in 586 B.C. Conditions during the life of the prophet
would have progressed from excellent—with considerable material prosperity and even promise of spiritual revival—to
the height of desperation as the net was drawn closer and closer around the hapless capital. There is no direct evidence
from the book that Habakkuk lived past the destruction of Jerusalem, though some find such evidence in 3:16-19.
Josiah — (ruled 640-609 B.C.); Jehoahaz (609); Jehoiakim (609-598); Jehoiachin (598-597); Zedekiah (597-586).
2poin N7 opn TON PR DaYn N27 "nYw M7 MINTTIY - Habakkuk is the only prophetic book from
Isaiah through Malachi that begins with the prophet expressing himself to God instead of God’s speaking to him and
through him to other people. In this way, Habakkuk begins like a psalm. It also ends in like manner in chapter 3 with
Habakkuk’s prayer to God and song about God. Here, he speaks and expresses to God his anguish over the social
situation in the southern Kingdom of Judah. Violence rules the day, and God is not changing it in spite of Habakkuk’s
complaints and pleas for Him to do so.

A major theme of this book is God’s apparent unwillingness to hear the prayers for salvation of the righteous like
Habakkuk, but then the necessity of the righteous to wait for God to answer when He sees fit—ultimately at the end of
the present age when Jesus returns and establishes his kingdom over the whole earth, centered in Jerusalem and Israel.
This is when the salvation of believing Jews and Gentiles will become clear, leading to the eternal earth afterwards.
O} = violence occurs 6x in Habakkuk — 1:2,3,9; 2:8,17(2x). Thus, God’s unwillingness to hear complaints and pleas
for help and salvation from His people of genuine belief is only apparent. God always hears these prayers, but He calls
for His people to be willing to wait for His response when He determines that it is the right time.

Cf. Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.

Cf. Psalm 145:18 The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. 19 He will fulfill the
desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them.

Cf. 1 John 5:14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have
asked from Him. ‘ X

SR 1 200 "f[l:;? opm IE ©12n DR \]]8 hy HDL‘ — The last part of the verse in the LXX is a
little different. LXX — €¢ évavtiag pov yé€yovev kpicic, kol 0 kprtng Aapupdver = judgment has come about against me,
and the judge receives.

Habakkuk cannot stand what he sees in his society, that the weak are being violently oppressed by the unrighteous
strong. And He knows that God both is the author of all reality and the only One who therefore can stop the social
injustice and immorality. So ultimately it is God who is causing Habakkuk to see what he sees, because God has not
changed the situation.

There is a lot of looking, watching, and seeing in this book, thus indicating that Habakkuk and God are on the same
page in terms of what they see. However, Habakkuk would prefer that God act differently towards what they see, even
though he knows that God will eventually fullfill His promises to His chosen people, the Jews, and forge them into the
greatest nation on earth as well as bring about the blessing of eternal life to all those who believe Him for it (cf. Genesis
12:1-3; Habakkuk 2:4). . ) )

+Opumn vown RS 27OV PISTTIN RN D 2 oorn msi7 N3TNDT AYiR 100 19700 — Itis not that
there is something wrong with the Torah and MC. The problem is with the people of Judah. They are numb to God’s
instructions in the Torah and the Mosaic Covenant which spells out how they are to treat one another within the nation
of Israel. The result is that the justice in their society is certainly not biblical. Instead, it is a perversion of justice.
People know the right thing to do because it is clear in the Torah, but they are unwillling to obey God—probably even
while they bring their offerings to the temple and perform their religious duties. But God is not interested in religion.
He is interested in the heart and how people treat others as a reflection of God’s love for them and their love for God.
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57207 "D WRAND N(? 0272 SpB ' 51_75'”3 AN WA WM oz IR —In vs. 5-11, rather than
answering Habakkuk with the hope of relief from the situation in Judah, God describes the coming invasion by the
Babylonians and the fierceness of their attacks which will be unstoppable and devastating to the Kingdom of Judah.
Basically, God verifies that Habakkuk is correct in his assessment of Judah and predicts judgment and dstruction.
Violence within the nation of Israel will beget violence against the nation of Israel as promised by God in Deuteronomy
28. But in 2:6-19 God will declare the same for Babylon because of their rebellion against God.

The imperative verbs at the beginning of this verse are plural. God is calling for all the people of Judah to look at what
He is going to do. But He claims that if the people had all the details of what was about to happen, no one would
believe that He was going to do what He is doing—probably because they cannot imagine that God would bring such
destruction and suffering on His chosen people. They are too stubborn, too blind, and too unbelieving to accept the
truth that God is expressing to them through Habakkuk. Unfortunately, though, according to Deuteronomy 28, they
deserve His harsh judgment and have been warned. Therefore, they have no excuse not to have repented long ago in
order to avoid His judgment.

Denial is the human condition. The clear evidence of disaster can exist all around us, and we will refuse to believe it.
And we will refuse to believe God and his statements of judgment. In other words, truth is not something we are
naturally attracted to. It takes the Spirit of God to motivate us to embrace it.

6 1“‘ NG nizawn n"'ﬁH (1& "‘I‘HD"‘ ‘[51‘&;‘! I AT AT D”'m:‘i ON D’(/D 2331772 — God’s
instrument of discipline towards the Israelites of Judah will be the Babylonians, whose plans of expanding their
kingdom are without concern for the fact that other people own the lands which they are capturing. This is because they
are bitter and rash, lackmg any compassion or thoughtfulness towards others.

TRE mxm MDUFJ WJDD N7 N7137 2N — Others who are attacked by the Babylonians can only fear them. The

last half of this verse describes their spiritual condition. They are proud and arrogant with no acknowledgment of God
and His right to be worshiped. Instead, all sense of rightness and what is great and good for the Babylonians comes
from within them and not from God. They have deified themselves and recognize no other god—except probably their
pagan gods which are no gods at all, thus leading them psychologically to render themselves as God. This is to say that
they define for themselves what is good and proper in order to achieve the greatness which they have planned. While
they are God’s instrument of justice towards the Kingdom of Judah, they are opposed to the one true God and His
moral requlrements for all human bemgs

Babylomans transportatlon of war is the best—sw1ft horses The soldlers mounted on horseback swoop down on their
enemies like eagles and devour, i.e., conquer, them likewise.

Cf. Deuteronomy 28:49 “The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle
swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand, 50 a nation of fierce countenance who will have no
respect for the old, nor show favor to the young.”

=l 51?‘!3 no8M 1 TR S0In NP Ni3? D?Dﬂ HL‘D The LXX is a bit different — cuvtédeio €ig doefei
Néel AvOESTNKAOTOC TPOSHTOLS UVTMOV €€ EVUVTIOG KOL 01)VOL§8L Og duuov aixnoronciov — Completion towards
ungodliness exists for those who oppose their faces, and they gather captives like sand—numberless people slated for
deportation.

These cavalry are set on destroying people. They never retreat but move only forward in their battle plans. The same
horsemen collect captives like someone scooping up sand in his hand or a shovel—effortlessly and the quantity is vast.
This will be true of the Jews of Judah too. They will all be made to leave their homes and deported to Babylon.

10 H‘Dgﬁ "2y 723N Pﬂd" 8207 "‘D"‘ N7 15 PHWJ o7 DHPD” D’D 22 mm — Resistance by kings and

their kingdoms is a joke to the Babylonian cavalry. This is how much more powerful they are than their enemies. If a
city tries to find protection behind its walls, the Babylonian army simply takes rubble/dust/dirt and heaps it up against
the walls. Next thing everyone knows, they have captured and destroyed the city.

1 11‘7&‘7 WHD k) a'"m 72"'1 inti] 'L?ﬂ TN — The LXX is t61e petapolel 10 mvedpo kol Siehevoeton Kol

g€ilaoeTar avTn N loxVg 1@ 0e® pov = “Then the Spirit will change His mind, will pass through, and will make
atonement. The very strength belongs to my God.”

In line with the Hebrew, this ends the previous paragraph about the Babylonian army. They pass swiftly through a city
and move on to the next in order to capture it. But they rely on their own strength instead of God’s, thus making them
guilty of evil before Him, and they will be held accountable as explained in chapter 2.

In line with the LXX, with the future tenses this begins the next paragraph about God, who will remain faithful to His
promises to the Israelites to make of them a great nation (cf. Genesis 12:1-13) He will cause His Spirit (His activity
towards His chosen people Israel) eventually to change and be present with them resulting in atonement and
forgiveness for their disobedience. This is the very strength which God possesses and employs. In spite of the Jews’
disobedience of God, God will fulfill His promlse to make of them the greatest natlon in all human history.

29n70° I_'”pﬁ‘j 37 mr;u Lewn? mn* akink x‘7 w9 P TI%N 1 D'[]/?J Intah m%n The very last part of
the verse in the LXX is a little different — ko1 &ndacév pe 100 Eréyyxerv mandeiov avtod — and He formed me to reprove His
instruction. Possibly meaning that God has made Habakkuk to make explicit what His instructions are for the people of
Israel/Judah.
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God’s eternal nature is the basis for Habakkuk’s confidence that the entire nation of Israel will not be destroyed—most
likely because God is the one person who always can and will remain faithful to His eternal promises, one of which is
to make of Abraham’s physical descendants a great nation (Genesis 12:1-3). God is their “Rock,” faithful to them in
spite of their repeated and deep disobedience to the Mosaic Covenant. Therefore, they can count on Him to reprove
them but not destroy them. God constantly trains His people but with his faithful love ensures they will persevere in
their faith and achieve their goal of eternal life and mercy (cf. Hebrews 12).

Habakkuk therefore comes to the conclusion that God is using the fierce and violent Babylonians to accomplish the
curses of Deuteronomy 28 and the Mosaic Covenant on His chosen people, as well as to reprove them for their
disobedience in hopes that they will repent and obey Him properly.

13330 PT3 vY 2922 wrinm ovia bran kS0 NS Spron »ram pd ninam By 70 - God
has made Habakkuk look on the evil of his own people the Jews. Now God Himself is looking on the evil of the
Babylonians who are an instrument of God’s justice against the evil Jews.

But God is the morally perfect God. So Habakkuk wonders how it is that He can observe the wicked Babylonians
devour His people. Maybe the Jews have been disobedient, but from an outward perspective they are not as evil as the
Babylonians. So it seems incongruous for Habakkuk that God is allowing this manner and intensity of judgment to
come upon His people. Therefore, he asks these rhetorical questions, but he knows the answers. God’s covenant with
the nation of Israel obligates Him to reprove them for their disobedience, even if it means using an evil and unbelieving
group of people to exercise His reproof. This will be just like what God does with the Beast of Revelation, and then He
will destroy him and his people who have mistreated the Jews.

493 5@?3'&5 P72 077 7173 oI TP Ym1 - Habakkuk complains that God has made most human beings like the
fish of the sea, i.e., simply to be caught and devoured by other fish and not protected by an adequate ruler. He describes
these hapless people, including the Jews’, being caught in the net of the Babylonians in vs. 15-17. The other
comparison of the crowds of societies is with bugs and crawling creatures who go to and fro without any true and godly
leadership. Therefore, they cannot organize to protect themselves or even flee together from their enemies who are well
led. As a result, they are simply gobbled up by them. This has been true of most societies and people down through
human history.

While Habakkuk may have in mind all the various peoples whom Babylonians will conquer, he probably is thinking
specifically of the Kingdom of Judah, that they are without a good ruler who will lead them in obedience to God who
would then protect them from all their enemies. )

15 5”;:1 male ];"7;’ D222 MDORM ir‘:ﬂf:l; I HHJH injoigi] H‘?; — The “they” here are the Babylonians.
As a result of people being so vulnerable, the Babylonians simply catch them like fish in their net. And rather than
having pity on them, they rejoice over their catch. Thus, all they are interested in is gathering their prey and making
their catch as large as possible, regardless of how much suffering it causes other people.

This is the nature of man, to aggrandize himself at the expense of other people, as many people as possible, and
increase his power without considering how much suffering he is causing. All he cares about is gaining more power,
influence, and money. Obviously, the opposite of this is to care for people and their spiritual, emotional, and physical
needs as much as is possible with the person’s means. ‘ X

16 iz 190Nt 250 Y e v ot (@R 3705 12 1375 - While the Babylonians were
polytheists and worshiped the gods of nature and of the created realm, Habakkuk is revealing that these gods are none
other than themselves projected onto the rest of the creation. In other words, human beings worship either the one, true
God or themselves. Because even if they think they are worshiping gods outside of themselves through their religious
sacrifices (even burnt offerings where they share a meal with their gods), they believe that it is by their strength and
actions that they keep the gods happy and caring for them. If one’s god or gods are not truly transcendent and
uncreated, then they are simply forces within the creation, even oneself. Self-worship or worship of God are the only
real options.

Therefore, the Babylonians’ “net” is their own strength and ingenuity in waging war against others in order to add their
lands to their kingdom. They increase their “food,” i.e., their prosperous lifestyle, by taking the conquered peoples and
using them as slaves. As stated above, despite the fact that they claim to worship the pagan gods of nature, they actually
are worshiping themselves, because ultimately they believe that it is they with their own strength and proper worship of
the gods who have pleased the gods and thereby achieved such military success in conquering other lands.

17 51'1:3?:'{1 N9 ovia 1932 o an PR 5Jﬂ — Thus, Habakkuk asks the simple question as to what the
Babylonians will do in the future. How far are they going to go in their military conquests? Does their current military
success encourage them to continue attacking and gobbling up other lands and people, having no pity or compassion on
those whom they conquer? And the implied answer is, yes, because the greed of man is insatiable when it comes to
power, control, and money. ) )

18 ’Imfj;)m'%] 27N T ’:f‘.'ﬂ;'i_j‘ﬂr‘; ’m‘m; ﬂé'.:’,g] 2ISRTOY 23N Hjﬁ;_{t_f ”pj@;f@'5¥ — Habakkuk
has complained in 1:2-4 about God’s making him see so much evil in Judah, in 1:12,13 about the Babylonian’s
perpetrating so much evil according to the vision against the Jews, and in 1:14-17 about their total lack of compassion
towards all other weaker nations.

He has said enough about the suffering God is bringing on His people through the irreverent and evil Babylonians and
how it just seems wrong to him, when he knows that ultimately it is not. So now, Habakkuk is going to stand watch on

6
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the walls of his city (Mizpah, Jerusalem?) and wait for God’s reply concerning his complaint of the coming Babylonian
invasion (cf. EBC for description of walls of Mizpah), which itself will speak volumes from God. Will God simply add
to what Habakkuk already knows about what He is going to do. Or will God rebuke him for questioning His wisdom
and the way He is telling His story? Both are possible.

Habakkuk is also waiting to see what he will have to say in response to God’s response to his complaint. Chapter 3
provides his response, which is one of complete faith and trust in God. This we would expect from a bona fide prophet
of God. Implied in what Habakkuk says is God’s and his exhortation to emulate him.

EBC — We do not know Habakkuk’s home, but Mizpah represents a typical fortified city of this preexilic period. Yadin
describes it as having had a solid wall 600 yards long, 4 yards thick on average, and perhaps 12 yards high, thus posing
a considerable obstacle to both battering rams and attackers scaling it (cf. 1:10). It was built of stone with salients and
recesses, being buttressed at its weak points with a total of ten towers; and it would have been crowned by a balcony
with a crenelated parapet. The gate was also guarded by two towers, being carefully designed and fortified in keeping
with its strategic function (Yadin, Art of Warfare, pp. 18-23, 323-24, 378-79, 391, 398; cf. 1 Kings 15:22; 2 Chronicles
26:15).

P92 N7 T ]’Jp? nirp?rbz_z AR 71T 2102 NN hjﬂj °33871— The LXX uses 6 avayivookov = the one
who reads for Nji]?. God wants Habakkuk to inscribe the vision of the coming invasion of the Babylonians on a tablet
(papyrus or something similar?) in order for it to be available to be read and clear. Then, the one who does read it will
have the proper information “to pursue these things” as the LXX says, referring to the Babylonian king and leader.
Basically, he will have his marching orders from God for invading and destroying the southern Kingdom of Judah.

Or the running could refer to the one who reads, the herald, who runs from place to place and announces God’s
message by making it known to his readers, even the Jews in the southern Kingdom of Judah. But if this whole section
of 2:2-20 is about Babylon and its king, then the first option makes more sense.

Another option is that the reader is anyone in the future who has the opportunity to read Habakkuk’s prophecy and then
“run” with his life in a manner that takes it into account, i.e., particularly by exercising authentic belief in God and His
plans and purposes who will bring about His predetermined goals (cf. 2:3,4). This option may make the most sense in
the light of God’s directing Habakkuk to write down His words, which would mean that there is a permanent record of
Habukkuk’s message for future generations. If this is the case, then this whole section may be more about the goal of
God’s fulfilling His promise to Abraham to make the Jews a “great nation” and encouraging any Jew who reads this
message to believe God for this promise. ) . o

2098 NS N2 X272 9nen \FIFQUDQ’.'E& 2127 N9 (‘P5 aRn Tnin? ‘]Tﬁj TP "2 — God assures Habakkuk
that the events of the vision will certainly occur in their proper time according to what is written on the tablets, i.e.,
God’s authoritative and inerrant word. As if this were a race, the events are moving towards the finish line, and they
will reach it, which could mean either that the finish line is the Babylonia invasion or that it is the end of history when
God fulfills His promise to Abraham, thus making the Babylonian invasion a stepping stone towards it. The latter
makes sense in the light of God’s repeated assurance to Israel to remain faithful to them.

God never lies, and His word/messages are always true. All that matters for anyone who becomes aware of these events
via the tablets, like Habakkuk, is to wait patiently for what the vision predicts—the Babylonian invasion? Or the end of
history when God will fulfill all His promises to Israel? Or both with everything in between as God continues telling
His story? Probably the last option. Even if the vision shows only the Babylonian invasion, it is from God as part of the
whole story of His fulfilling all His promises.

Either way, this means that everything God has said about His eternal plans and purposes will come true also. And
there truly is joy in His bringing about the eternal Kingdom of God with the Messiah as its ruler and priest.

As the EBC suggests — Verses 2-3 thus provide a suggestive and compressed view of salvation history. Its future
development is perfectly determined by God, and he allows man to glimpse this future as a basis for faith and hope (cf.
Rom 8:18-25; 1 Cor 15:51-58). However man never sees the entire pattern of salvation, so that events may seem
delayed and disappointing from his perspective. For this reason man must lay hold of the future that God has revealed,
waiting for it with an eager faith and hope that surpass the apparent obstacles to its realization (3:17-19; cf. Rom 4:16-
23; Heb 6:11-12, 18-19; 10:32-11:1; 12:1-29).

20 N3ANE PI8Y 12 W me NS n9BY M3 - Here God capsulizes the underlying condition of all men
who either eschew God’s salvation and incur God’s wrath and indignation or embrace His salvation and obtain life,
even eternal life. The former kind of man is proud and arrogant, because there is something wrong within him, in his
personal orientation (“soul” here and “heart” in the New Testament), such that he is inclined towards his moral
depravity and ignoring God or rejecting Him outright (cf. Romans 8). The latter is a humble believer in God’s truth and
promises, so that he can be called a “righteous man,” one who is inwardly inclined towards God and obedience to God,
even if he does not obey Him perfectly (cf. Romans 8).

In this context, it makes sense that the individual proud man is the king of the Babylonians, who represents all the
Babylonians, while the individual man of belief is any Jew in the ngdom of Judah, espec1ally Habakkuk.

2 omunT 53 1'%{ T3Pm oA “‘D T N 7ONT .«:C:/'” N“? mr:: N M:; ‘mxu: Z’HWH 1(.7& A N“W

07 723 T3 a2 jm —In addltlon God says that the proud and arrogant man tends to drink too much alcohol,

probably as a way to compensate for his powerlessness which he is denying. As a consequence, he becomes
untrustworthy, as demonstrated by his leaving his home. Perhaps God means that he goes out and is unfaithful to his
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wife and family, drinking with his buddies. His “soul,” i.e., his heart in New Testament terms, increases in size so to
speak with pride and arrogance by encompassing sin and death, so that eventually the Babylonian Empire collapses
under the weight of the leadership’s drunkenness (cf. Daniel 5). In other words, he is committed to his own inherent
moral depravity and pursues evil, especially in his drunken state (cf. Romans 8).

And this being specifically the leader and king of the Babylonians, his lack of satisfaction with what he currently has
motivates him to enlarge the empire’s borders and envelope as many other peoples and their lands as possible.
Basically, he is greedy for more power and prestige. ‘

el T” ho R ol *nr: Ty B85 m2Tmn it AN " T"‘ DT 13'%1 1&.)‘ HC:/'?J 5 P Dﬁ:
n?;;-m%g - In vs. 6-20 we find God’s judgment on Babylon that includes four “Woes” (vs. 6,9,12,15).

This paragraph begins with God’s speaking of Babylon and its king in the third person, i.e., indirectly.

As Habakkuk goes on to describe in vs. 6-8, it would seem best to interpret the “these” as the very people whom the
Babylonian king gobbles up in his greed to expand his empire. They could be like the “they” we may speak of when we
comment, “They say that such and such is true,” meaning that we are ascribing a level of expertise to some people out
there in the world whom we consider to be able to speak authoritatively on a particular subject. In this case, the subject
is the moral evaluation of the Babylonians. But the context supports more the first option. It will be the Medes and the
Persians who lift up a proverb against the Babylonians and taunt them.

The Medes and Persians will understand reality well enough that they can express certain proverbs of judgment against
the Babylonians, and they will agree that the Babylonians are going down because of their immoral behavior. Indeed,
they will eventually bring about their own demise as espressed in four “Woes.” The first woe is that their very greed,
desire, and effort to acquire people and land who do not belong to them is simply immoral. In addition, the Babylonian
king has to borrow heavily, so heavily it is clearly foolishness. But v. 8 indicates that his creditors are the people whom
he has conquered. In effect, he has plundered their property and land. In this sense, he has “increased what is not his.”
And this can happen only “until when?”” Until God reverses history and the people whom he has conquered eventually
call in their “loan” and plunder him, such as what the Medes and Persians did around 540 B.C. The Babylonians
became the Medes’ and Persians’ “booty.” .

2905 miownG UM YIS 8P Tow M vod NPT - In this verse, God changes to addressing Babylon
and its king in the second person, i.e., directly.

All the time that the conquered people live under the thumb of the Babylonians, they are “charging them interest” and
waiting for the opportunity to turn the tables on them. The Babylonians cause them to tremble by oppressing them. But
the “lender” will eventually become the “creditor,” calling in the loan and conquering them—as the Medes and the
Persians did. ‘ ~ )

B ma ’:U'HDT R Yj$'DDQj tjtﬁ AT QY 1@]__,‘5; ‘[1%7” o"an ol m“w oX 72 — It will not be all
the people whom the Babylonians conquered who will defeat them, but definitely some of the survivors will have the
opportunity to rise up and avenge themselves on the Babylonians. This is what the Medes and Persians did. And it will
be because of the immoral and unnecessary violence done to others that the Babylonian Empire will fall. God will bring
judgment on the Babylomans by those whom they conquered for their mistreatment of those whom they conquered.

26 b agola "‘g;j U]/ Cﬁfjﬂ mw“ m*:ﬁ 7 vsa U3a *i7 — Here is the second “Woe” where God declares that
the means of violence used by the Babylonian king to enhance his own personal and residential property and his
kingdom, in order to protect himself from other nations and their evil will result ultimately in God’s judgment. He has
plundered other nations’ material wealth and taken the people captive to labor on his behalf in building his own
dwelling and the rest of his kingdom.

7 enl Npim o027 oprnisp ?LD”DH N2 N¥YT - By exalting himself, the Babylonian king is bringing shame
upon himself by immorally exploiting the people whom he has conquered and by using his spoils of war to strengthen
his personal residence and enlarge his kingdom to protect himself from evil people who are just like him. His inner
being is proud and arrogant so that he is sinning against God by being committed to obeying his own inherent moral
depravity. He has “cut off many peoples,” meaning he has killed them and taken them into captivity, but his own
people will be killed and taken captive in return.

23 13397 TR 070271 PR 7RR 13RTTD — cf. LXX for “Therefore (81011).” As a result, it will be as though the new
building materials of stones and wood that the king uses to enhance his home will cry out against the king’s injustice
done to the people whose wealth he violently acquired when he conquered them and is now being used to expand his
building projects. Cf. Tiberius and his villas on Capri.

2 nﬁu: R 13191 27272 Y 32 T - of. LXX for “unrighteousness” (&8vkiong). Similar to the previous
“Woe,” God pronounces judgment on the Babylonian king who continues building his capital city and his empire by
extrapolation by means of the immoral bloodshed he has perpetrated on other people which results in his acquiring their
wealth.

EBC - The third “woe” reiterates from vv.6-11 the indictment of ruthless self-aggrandizement achieved by “bloodshed”
(v.12; cf. v.8), applying it to the construction of the Babylonian capital, as it had been applied previously to Jerusalem
(Mic 3:10). The judgment pronounced on such an enterprise is inevitable: a civilization built up by the destruction of
other civilizations and by the conscription of their labor for its own ends will itself be destroyed (v.13; cf. Jer 22:13-14;
51:58). The divine origin of the judgments on the Babylonians becomes explicit in v.13. The mainspring of human
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history is to be found, not in its events themselves, but in the revealed purposes of the Lord who directs it. The title
“LORD Almighty” may be translated more literally LORD of armies (YHWH sebaot; cf. ASV; RSV; NIV Preface;
TWOT, 2:750-51). It expresses the Lord’s sovereign rule as king and commander over every created force, but
primarily over Israel. It is associated repeatedly, as here, with his militant judgment of all that opposes his rule.

092y pTIR D”DN% UR" 12 oy WM NIRII T 0N 7N &15;‘[ Difficult idioms, but LXX helps —
0V TaDTA £6TLV TOPX KVPIOV TOVIOKPATOPOS; Kol EEEATOV Aol TKavol €v Tupl, kol £€0vn TOAAG dALyoyvxNooy =
Are not these things from the Lord Almighty, and sufficient peoples fail in fire, and many nations are discouraged.
God brings His military judgment on unjust people, e.g., the Babylonians, and causes them to toil for the basics in life,
e.g., fire. Thus, they become weary and tired in the face of His judgment, because their lives feel empty and futile. But
they have brought this on themselves because of their unjust, evil, and immoral treatment of others.

3 DI’:L‘ 1927 272 YT T2TAR ﬂJ'lﬁ }‘TNH x%‘jﬂ "2 — Here God states through Habakkuk’s understanding
of this “Woe” that His purposes are to fill the entire earth (not just the land of Israel) with the knowledge of His
majesty, greatness, and awesomeness. All people will eventually acknowledge God and honor Him as God, even if they
do so grudgingly. And this will be as thick, deep, and complete as the waters of the ocean. Where there is ocean, there
is water. Where there are people, there will be knowledge and admission of God’s greatness and awesomeness.

Evil people, even evil and greedy nations who conquer others simply for the purpose of expanding the extent of their
own power and authority on the earth will stop God from extending His power and authority over the whole earth and
making every nation submit to him. This will happen when Jesus returns and restores the Kingdom of Israel and its
authority over the whole earth in the millennial kingdom.

32 DD”TW?;'%;‘ agoby] ]JD? ¢ AN 00 020 ME7 HPQD *i11 — This indictment by God is against the
Babylonian king’s evil inclination to use alcohol, even a poisonous amount, to get his friend so drunk that he can look
at his nakedness and laugh at how he is made him appear so ludicrous. This is also probably being applied to the king’s
evil behavior towards those whom he has conquered, making them drink his cup of wrath that has exposed their
nakedness, i.e., their vulnerability. Thus, the Babylonian king makes both his friends and his enemies drunk with his
“wine.”

= 9712908 1ioppy mim 1 o Ty 2fon Snum now Rl mpY 732 1192 DY2Y - God urges the
king to drink as much likewise and reveal his own nakedness and vulnerability, which also reveals his uncircumised
state physically, which is symbolic of his uncircumcised state spiritually and morally. The king is an ordinary, mortal
human being who thinks he is God, but God will reveal otherwise to him in His own time.

Speaking of cups, God will make His strength and military judgment like a cup of wine in which the Babylonian king
sits and is surrounded. Thus, God will cause him to experience the disgrace and shame of being conquered by others.
As aresult, all the honor which he had enjoyed before will be turned into disgrace. And this becomes a reality when the
Medes and Persians conquer Babylon around 540 B.C.

Cf. Psalm 75:8 For a cup is in the hand of the LORD, and the wine foams; It is well mixed, and He pours out of this;
Surely all the wicked of the earth must drain and drink down its dregs.

Cf. Revelation 16:19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.

¥ M2 ’:U"EDT TR TINTORT :'m yrEir N isknbvlinlycliyival ‘[DD’ ]TJ 0/ "2 — The LXX is helpful in
translating this verse, 81611 do€peio 100 APdvov KOAVYEL OE, KUl TOANITOPIO enptwv TTONGEL 6€ S10 QLTUOTOL
Avopdnev Kol doefeiag yig Kol TOAens Kol TAVIOV TOV kotowkovviwv avtiv = Therefore, the ungodliness of
Lebanon will cover you, and the misery of wild animals will terrify you through the bloodshed of men, even the
ungodliness of the land, the city, and all those who dwell in it.

God will bring judgment on the Babylonians for their violence towards “Lebanon,” which in 1 Kings 9:19, Isaiah 33:9;
35:2, Ezekiel 17:3, etc. is used to refer to Israel. In other words, the violent and immoral actions towards Israel and
even the animals on their land will come back to haunt the Babylonians when God brings judgment and destruction on
them.

Therefore, this indictment combines the Babylonian king’s penchant towards drunkenness and disgracing his friends by
getting them drunk, along with his causing the nation of Israel to drink his cup of wrath until they are drunk with
destruction will come back to haunt him when God reveals his pride and arrogance in the same manner with the Medes
and the Persians. o . )

33 gy 2pon Piph Py 8 3 M3 R i e 9t 1900 2 509 S iR - God’s
final words against the king of the Babylonians pertain to his theology. The king is a pagan and worships idols which
are useless to help him. First, a human being makes the idol, which in the ANE represented the forces of nature within
the creation. What can a human being make that truly provides safety, protection, and sustenance for other human
beings, especially eternally? Obviously, nothing. Therefore, the king may think that his god instructs him in life, but all
the god can say is what the king imagines in his own mind, which by definition is filled with errors and lies because he
is not a follower of the one true God, Yahweh. Consequently, the king’s god is a dumb god, speechless and completely
worthless for aiding him in life. If he really wants to be well instructed in life, he must listen to Yahweh, the God of the
Jews, through His Torah. But this requires a heart changed by the Spirit of God to become committed to God’s truth.
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RTPE PN TTTTR1 R 21 BIED NI T NI ST 12NT T ST 7D N - God
pronounces judgment and condemnation on anyone, the king of Babylon included, who thinks that he can get his pagan
god to speak. Indeed, the idol is teaching him, but it is teaching him nothing, just as God said in the previous verse.
Instead the king’s god is a chunk of wood or melted metal that is overlaid with other metals, all of which are created
elements whose very existence is dependent on the transcendent Creator, so that there is no personhood or life (“spirit”)
in the idol. There is just inert material made by God. What a waste of time and energy trying to get a man-made object
to bring a person real life, safety, protection, and sustenance—especially eternally.

Therefore, what a waste of time getting anything in the material universe, including ourselves and our own minds that
think they are devising wise and valuable ideas when they are producing only foolishness, to substitute for God who is
the only one who can provide truth, life, sustenance, and safety.

T yNTT ‘73 321 o WU'SP “‘D"i: 1117”1 — In contrast to the inert, powerless, and worthless pagan idol, Habakkuk
says that the Jewish God, Yahweh, the one true God, is alive and well and dwelling in His Holy temple in Jerusalem (or
in heaven, i.e., in His transcendence outside the created reality), so that He is there (especially in His transcendece) for
the protection, safety, and sustenance of His people, the descendants of Abraham. Out of reverence for God, Habakkuk
calls for silence from everyone in His presence. The silence from the people speaks volumes of their worship of God.
What is better than simply standing in awe before God and contemplating one’s smallness and utter dependence on
Him?

3 iy DY N"R37 PPN M290 - The LXX uses peté ¢pdfg for Ni3%w 5. Chapter 3 is comprised of two
elements, a prayer by Habakkuk and a song by him. The prayer is best identified as just verse 2, while the song takes up
the rest of the chapter. This is a prayer and a song for justice from God.

¥ 91z an Az vin ooy 2732 nuu 2722 ‘[ PUE mn* ’HNT Uy nypY ‘H'i” Habakkuk’s
prayer is very short and to the point. He first acknowledges that he has heard what God has said about the coming
invasion by the Babylonians as well as His judgment of the Babylonian king. More because of the former, Habakkuk
says that he is afraid. The Babylonian invasion will affect him, too, even though he is an authentic believer. He will
suffer, too. He may even die or at least be taken into captivity and made to endure as a slave of the Babylonians, and he
does not relish any of these possibilities.

Habakkuk also knows that it is only God who can change the hearts of His people and forge them into the nation He
wants them to be and actually has promised that they be (cf. Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 28-30). So he asks God to work
His covenantal work of causing life in His people again, referring to His Abrahamic and Mosaic promises of causing
authentic belief in Israel/Judah.

Habakkuk prays that God will make His work obvious and known among His people—that He will keep it going, in
spite of their disobedience and His judgment on them by destroying the southern Kingdom of Judah by means of the
Babylonians. Thus, even though Habakkuk knows that God is going to follow through on His threat to destroy the
southern Kingdom of Judah, he prays that God will not be so judgmental that He completely lacks compassion towards
His people and destroys them with no survivors. He must know that this will be the case because of God’s promise to
Abraham which implies His falthfulness to them throughout all history.

OTINT 1&5?3 m%nm amaiafi=y r«u Infok n%a 1IR2TITD UﬁPW Ni27 7 ‘HBN Teman is in Edom, the
land of the descendants of Esau, south and east of the Dead Sea. Paran and Mt. Paran are located south of Kadesh-
barnea and between it and Mt. Sinai. Cf. Deuteronomy 33:2-4, “The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on them from
Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand
there was flashing lightning for them. Indeed, He loves the people; all Your holy ones are in Your hand, and they
followed in Your steps; everyone receives of Your words. Moses charged us with a law, a possession for the assembly
of Jacob.”

Thus, similar to Moses’ blessing to the Israelites in Deuteronomy 33, Habakkuk sings a song of blessing to them, too.
God appears to them from even their enemies’ territory of Edom, and near Mt. Paran in the Sinai Desert, He has given
them the Torah of the Mosaic Covenant for them to guard and that repeats His promise to Abraham to make them the
greatest nation on earth (Deuteronomy 28-30).

God’s greatness (“excellence) is everywhere so that those who are truly inclined praise and adore Him for His majesty.
Thus, this anticipates God’s rule over the entire earth when Jesus returns and establishes the millennial kingdom.
4y 1ihan ogh 1"‘ 1T O°3R TIIR 7IRD \;‘-I.J'J\]—As in Deuteronomy 33:2-4, Habakkuk speaks of God’s glory
as a brightness of light (probably lightning which flashes and displays the power of huge electrical charges or sunlight
at which no one can look directly), with power in His strong hand with which He can accomplish all His eternal
purposes. Yet, His power in its fullness is hidden, unless He were to wish to reveal it completely.

EBC suggests that God’s hidden power refers to the storehouses where He keeps the rain, i.e., natural forces that aid
human beings in their survival (cf. Deuteronomy 28:12).

cf. Exodus 19:16 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes
and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp
trembled... 18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke
ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.
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2 953195 M N3™ 27 797 7305 - The LXX = npd mpocdmon adtod mopevoetar éyog ko ékekedoetal, év
nediloig ol médeg avtov. Consider first Genesis 15:13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 14 But I will
also judge (23N 17, kpwvé £y) the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many
possessions.” Here we find the idea that God judges and punishes those who mistreat His people Israel. Adopting an
anti-Semitic attitude will only get a person or nation condemnation and destruction from God.

Then there is the Hebrew 727 which can mean pestilence as in Exodus 5:3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews
has met with us. Please, let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God,
otherwise He will fall upon us with pestilence (727]2) or with the sword.” But it obviously can mean word or message,
too, which is how the LXX translates it in Habakkuk 3:5. Thus, God even threatens Israel with disease and death if they
do not obey Him.

Also there is in regard to the Egyptians Exodus 9:3 “behold, the hand of the LORD will come with a very severe
pestilence (722 7127) on your livestock which are in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the
herds, and on the flocks.” God followed through on His promise, and all the Egyptian cattle died the next day.

Then there is in regard to the Jews from a list of things God will do to the Jews in they disobey the Mosaic Covenant,
Leviticus 26:25 ‘I will also bring upon you a sword which will execute vengeance for the covenant; and when you
gather together into your cities, I will send pestilence (727) among you, so that you shall be delivered into enemy
hands.’

The Hebrew jwﬂ can mean plague or pestilence too as possibly in Deuteronomy 32:24 ‘They will be wasted by
famine, and consumed by plague and bitter destruction; and the teeth of beasts I will send upon them, with the venom
of crawling things of the dust.” God is speaking about the nation of Israel because of their disloyalty towards Him, even
as He was bringing them out of slavery from Egypt.

And this from the mouth of Jeremiah regarding foreign nations Jeremiah 28:8 “The prophets who were before me and
before you from ancient times prophesied against many lands and against great kingdoms, of war (77 Hbﬁ, €ig
norepov) and of calamity (i1 gjﬁ) and of pestilence (1;:[?4)4” In other words, God threatens Egypt, the Jews, and
other Gentile nations with war, catastrophe, and diseases for theiy dispbedience towards Him. There is also Obadiah 15
“For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations (D:jm‘ﬁ;‘ﬁ’;, émt mdvta ta £€6vn). As you have done, it will
be done to you. Your dealings will return on your own head.” Cf. Ezekiel 30 where God says that the day of the Lord
will be “a time for the nations,” and He mentions Egypt, Ethiopian, Arabia, and others. Thus, God’s wrath and
judgment will basically be worldwide. These same acts of judgment show up also in Seals 1-4 of Revelation 6 as well
as in the Olivet Discourse, especially in Luke’s account. Therefore, wars, natural catastrophes, and diseases will be
common occurences as manifestations of God’s judgment on nations (probably all nations because none is like the
nation of Israel during the millennial kingdom when every Jew will be a genuine believer), including the Jews, until
Jesus’ return. All human beings and all nations are called by God to be repentant and moral as the Jews will be during
the Millennial Kingdom. To the extent that people reject God, they subject themselves to God’s judgment as revealed
through wars, natural catastrophes, and deadly diseases. With these instruments of judgment, God encourages all
people to face into their sin, their mortality, and their powerlessness over their lives and this creation so as to repent and
believe in Him for the sake of their eternal salvation. But obviously more people do not repent and believe, and God’s
instruments of judgment keep showing up. In addition, like Habakkuk, believers experience the effects of God’s
judgments in spite of their being His people. They may even die in the midst of them. This is why they must use these
times to increase their knowledge and understanding of God and their faith and belief in Him so as to persevere and
gain eternal life and mercy.

There is also Ezekiel 38:18 “It will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of Israel,” declares the
Lord GOD, “that My fury will mount up in My anger. 19 In My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day
there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel.” And cf. Revelation 16:17 Then the seventh angel poured
out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, “It is done.” 18 And there
were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been
since man came to be upon the earth [land], so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty. 19 The great city was split
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of
the wine of His fierce wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And huge
hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of
the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.

If the LXX is correct, then God’s message of truth always precedes His actions within the history of Israel, and as in
Egypt in the book of Exodus, He brings judgment (“plagues”) where He considers it to be deserving on people who
rebel against Him. If the MT means pestilence, then this is typical of the parallelism of Hebrew poetry.

4 1? D?W m’;*bg o2y nivaa g Tr—TIn \433:;;3:1“,] o M ‘nzsj {WN 7M1 TAY - The LXX is
helpful for translating this verse properly — €51, kol éc0ievdn 1 yi EnéPreyev, kol Sietdkn §0vn SieBpvfn ta Spn
Big étaxknoav Bovvol aicdviol. = He stood, and the earth was shaken, and the nations melted away; the mountains were
broken in pieces with violence; the eternal hills dissolved.
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The NASO95 translates 'I'ID‘T as He surveyed. And it translates 7071 as He startled.

Is Habakkuk looking back in history or forward?

As in other situations such as Mt. Sinai when God shook the mountain and destroyed the Egyptians when the Red Sea
closed over them and they drowned, God has used and will use His power to bring judgment and destruction on those
peoples and nations who deserve it. Because God’s ways are everlasting, there can be no doubt about this. Even the
most stable elements of the earth, its mountains and hills are broken and made pliable by God’s strong actions—
through perhaps even earthquakes. And no nation can stand before Him and His destroying them if they deserve it. His
shaking the earth is a simple thing for the Creator of the entire universe, and He will bring about judgment throughout
the earth when Jesus returns—and of course at the Great White Throne Judgment before He creates the new heavens
and the new earth.

SR TN DI ]TITM’ &= *9;»5 "0"R7 ]I 070 - The LXX has an extra line at the beginning that
corresponds to the last line of the previous verse in the Hebrew text — mopeiag aimviag adtod &vti kontwv €idov = I
saw his eternal journeys instead of His troubles. Also, the LXX translates Cushan as Ethiopia. Cf. Numbers 12:1 Then
Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married (for he had married a
Cushite woman).

Habakkuk watches the Ethiopians in Africa and the Midianites near Moab tremble at God’s display of His power and
judgment. In other words, Gentile nations will feel the effects of God’s wrath, whether it is directed towards Israel with
collateral damage in the surrounding nations or it is directed towards the Gentiles specifically.

Cf. Judges 7:25 They captured the two leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, and they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and
they killed Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb, while they pursued Midian; and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon from across the Jordan.

AP TR THW0Y 220 73 T3P DI TON TEN B2 O YT A0 B0 - Is this
possibly a reference to the events of the Red Sea and in Israel’s past history? God got angry with (parted?) the Red Sea
so that the Israelites could walk across on dry land, and then He closed it up when Pharaoh’s army with its chariots
charged after them, hoping to end their salvation from their slavery in Egypt. But God rode His own horses and chariots
so to speak with the wind that blew the waters apart and brought escape and salvation to the Israelites.

The imagery of God’s powerful parting the Red Sea and rescuing the Israelites is used throughout the OT. But the
verses in this paragraph could also allude the both the creation account and the flood. God controls the waters and the
land to demonstrate His power that accomplishes two purpose—the destruction of His enemies and the salvation of His
people.

Cf. Deuteronomy 11:4 and what He did to Egypt’s army, to its horses and its chariots, when He made the water of the
Red Sea to engulf them while they were pursuing you, and the LORD completely destroyed them.

Psalm 106:9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, And He led them through the deeps, as through the
wilderness.

Isaiah 10:26 The LORD of hosts will arouse a scourge against him like the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; and
His staff will be over the sea and He will lift it up the way He did in Egypt.

O TINTYRIN NI H?Q irh S ellile) m::u '[nup ivn 27% — The LXX is helpful here, évteivav évteveig 10
1080V 6oL €Tl T0 okfTTpa, Afyel kVplog = Your bow is stretched tight on the basis of the staffs, says the Lord.

God’s offensive weapons of military strength are always ready to defend His chosen people. His leading rod as a
shepherd is His word of promises and oaths by which He has guaranteed that He will accomplish all His eternal
purposes on behalf of His people. If He needs to split the earth to defend and rescue His people as He split the Red Sea,
then He will. )

Ry T 017 1'51']3 ‘m‘nm 103 3L o o7 2 \1‘7”},'[: T3] — The LXX interprets the mountains as oot =
peoples.

The stable elements of the earth, the mountains, have seen God’s power and tremble as a result. The life-giving and
life-taking element of water has passed through the mountains and into the deep, thus illiciting a response from the
deep to the extent that it lifts its hands in praise of God.

S0 a2 Mai% 1T UM NG N92T Y 777 Wit - The LXX s helpful here, énvipon 6 fiktog, ko 1
celjvn €otn v TR TdEel avTiic, €l MG Poridec cov TopevsovTal, gig €YYo dotpanhic OtAwv cov = The sun was
raised, and the moon stood in his order; your spears went towards the light, your weapons of lightning towards the
light.

The sun and moon abide where God desires them to be, because He is in sovereign control of the entire universe. They
perhaps are the most stable examples of God’s order that permeates the universe as long as He wants. Then God’s
offensive arrows and spear move into the light that they cast in order to accomplish their military and destructive
purposes.

The sun and moon in their place could refer to an eclipse, thereby signifying an interruption in God’s normal order that
accompanies the judgment of God that will lead up to the Day of the Lord when Jesus returns and is coherent with the
following verse.

4907 U0 NI PINTIYEN 02 - The LXX interprets “marched through” as “made few,” i.e., destroying people
along the way.
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Habakkuk portrays God as a huge human being, a warrior, who marches with all military somberness throughout the
earth and tramples underfoot all those people who deserve to be destroyed because of their sin and rebellion against
Him.

Cf. Deborah’s and Barak’s song of victory in Judges 5:4 “LORD, when You went out from Seir, when You marched
from the field of Edom, the earth quaked, the heavens also dripped, Even the clouds dripped water. 5 “The mountains
quaked at the presence of the LORD, rhis Sinai, at the presence of the LORD, the God of Israel.”

30 H?Q ANWTIY 70T NNy pYg ohEn LiNT D3O qoUnToR DD ‘[DJ JU’H \Ij&\gj — The LXX interprets
the singular “anointed” as plural “anointed ones” (100 c@c0t TOVG YPLGTOVG GOV).

But Habakkuk also points out that God’s judgment of the Gentile nations is in order to bring about salvation for His
chosen people, His anointed ones among the tribes of Israel—considering the parallelism of “people” with “anointed.”
The leader of any Gentile nation (cf. the Pharaoah of Egypt who died with his army in the Red Sea) who tries to harm
God’s people when He is in the midst of saving them will find himself drawn and quartered so to speak by God. This
leader’s destruction is inevitable at the hands of the God of Israel. This will be the case of for the Beast of Revelation
19.

EBC — However, this verse provides further evidence of the double perspective of the chapter: the oppression in Egypt
foreshadows subsequent oppression, and the deliverance at the Red Sea embodies the promise of subsequent
deliverance. The term “anointed one” lends itself more readily to later usage, both with reference to the preexilic kings
and in anticipation of the eschatological Messiah (e.g., Dan 9:25-26; cf. 2 Sam 7:11-16; Isa 9:6-7; 11:1-5; Jer 23:5-6;
Ezek 34:23-24; 37:22-25; Mic 5:2-5; Zech 6:9-14, 9:9-10). In the present chapter, set against the background of
imminent danger preceding the Exile (vv.2, 16-17; cf. 1:5-11), and also fraught with eschatological undertones of
judgment and salvation, the “anointed” will therefore represent both the king in Habakkuk’s own time and the Christ
whose sufferings and glory the prophets predicted (1 Peter 1:10-12). In the same way, the oppressive “leader” must be
identified in terms of Israel’s history both before and after the Exodus, as evidenced particularly by the words like
“crushed” and “leader,” vocabulary consistently applied to Israel’s conquests from earlier times to the eschaton (Num
24:8,17-19; Dcut 33:11; Pss 18:38; 68:21, 23; 110:5-6; cf. Judg 5:26).

Stanona "y Dx? 3 DﬂB’?J B’D‘I Ebiloy [1’?13] 172 N7 1’&‘?33 D223 — Israel’s enemies, whether

the Egyptians at the time of the Exodus or the Babylonians at the time of Habakkuk, thought that they had the upper
hand. The Babylonians in particular were exultant in the progress that they were making in attacking and destroying the
Jews. But they will actually find themselves defeated by their own weapons, probably turned against them. Instead of
Israel being destroyed, their enemies will meet with God’s judgment and destruction as Cyrus so easily defeated the
Babylonians in 540 B.C.

522727 072 T 77910 072 N277T - Habakkuk declares that God tramples on the waters of the sea and causes them
to foam, perhaps again a reference to His parting the waters of the Red Sea so that they drew back and allowed the
Israelites to walk through them on dry land.

33T D.JH ni7e? THL D1’5 mm WN TAIN AN TPEE2 227 N7 *n:w T‘?L‘L 51[75 ”JE‘: T
"ﬂ.??_)tg - Habakkuk has been listening to God’s pronouncements of judgment on Judah, Babylon, and even other
nations, and all this talk of judgment frightens him to no end, especially because the time frame for Judah’s judgment is
uncertain, causing him simply to wait until God is good and ready to bring it about. Therefore, Habakkuk is trembling
inside, and even his lips are quivering with fright. It feels to him as though his very bones are disentegrating he is so
afraid.

Habakkuk knows that the Babylonian invasion and attack are forthcoming. Yet, he says that he will remain settled in
his place and life in Judah until it occurs. Actually, what else can he do? He is stuck with experiencing whatever God
brings down the pike and whenever He chooses to do so. ) )
070272 22 TN ]xs 'I“DDD IR 53& 'h.‘)y"&“ DT o il [ Snic) D’.‘»:.‘t" 512’: "N ﬂj@m‘&?
MINNT"2 — Habakkuk foretells the coming agricultural and therefore social devastation which the Babylonian invasion
will cause because of Judah’s disobedience to the Mosaic Covenant. He knows it is coming as spoken by God
according to His threats in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.

The five items he lists are at the heart of Judah’s economy and survival—figs, vineyard grapes for wine, olives, grain
fields, sheep, and cattle. These are literally their bread and butter, and if God takes them away, Habakkuk is willing to
trust Him through whatever experience God brings his way.

Cf. Leviticus 26:3 ‘If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments so as to carry them out, 4 then I shall give
you rains in their season, so that the land will yield its produce and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. 5 ‘Indeed,
your threshing will last for you until grape gathering, and grape gathering will last until sowing time. You will thus eat
your food to the full and live securely in your land. 6 I shall also grant peace in the land, so that you may lie down with
no one making you tremble.’” Cf. Deuteronomy 28:2-14.

Cf. Leviticus 26:14 ‘But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, 15 if, instead, you reject
My statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and so break My
covenant, 16 I, in turn, will do this to you: I will appoint over you a sudden terror, consumption and fever that will
waste away the eyes and cause the soul to pine away; also, you will sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies will eat
itup.” Cf. Deuteronomy 28:16ff.
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55 =i *;r‘vx; HE"(Z;{ HD‘?JN 1772 "IN1-LXX — &y 88 év 1@ xupileo dyoridoopot, xapricopot £mi 1@ 6ed @
cOTApL pov '

Regardless of the devastation that the Kingdom of Judah will experience and what he himself will experience of a
broad and deep negative nature when the Babylonians come, Habakkuk declares that he will still worship God at the
highest level of his being by rejoicing in Him and in His salvation, most likely referring to God’s ultimate salvation for
him personally of eternal mercy and life which God promised to all authentic believers through Abraham (cf. Genesis
12:1-3). In addition, he may be thinking of God’s eventual salvation of the entire nation of Israel that will result in the
millennial kingdom when all Israel finally worships God from true, biblical inwardness—a favorite topic of other
prophets such as Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Malachi. And like Abraham, Habukkuk can know that he will participate in the
millennial kingdom as a resurrected believer who will be transformed into an immortal and morally perfect being.

Cf. 1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice (¢v @ dyaAlidode), even though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been distressed by various trials.

Cf. 1 Peter 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation
of His glory you may rejoice with exultation (xocpms ayoAAioduevor).

56 35777 "3 5 a| mﬁ*x: "IT‘JW oM ”H’I‘ "398 17" — Here is Habakkuk’s final statement to the effect
that God is the One who is causing him to stand so strongly in his faith and belief in God’s plans and
purposes for all nations and the nation of Israel and him as an individual. Just as a female deer walks
sturdily in all types of terrain, so God has caused Habakkuk to walk with faith and confidence in the
tumultuous circumstances of judgment which He has described. Thus, God causes Habakkuk to be able to
go wherever life takes him, even into the high and treacherous places of the mountains of life where God
Himself walks and exercises dominion. But he will never falter in his steps, again because God is his
strength and power to persevere in his faith and trust in God to complete His sovereign plans for both Israel
and himself as an authentic believer.

Cf. Psalm 18:32 The God who girds me with strength and makes my way blameless? 33 He makes my feet like hinds’
feet, And sets me upon my high places. Cf. 2 Samuel 22:34.

Cf. Deuteronomy 33:29 “Blessed are you, O Israel; who is like you, a people saved by the LORD, who is the shield of
your help and the sword of your majesty! So your enemies will cringe before you, and you will tread upon their high
places.”

Cf. Exodus 15:1 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, “I will sing to the LORD, for
He is highly exalted; the horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 2 “The LORD is my strength and song, And He
has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.

57 "niiz nsm‘: — The book ends with the indication that this song is for the music director and to be

played on stringed instruments.
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