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The Sheepfold of John 10

Jesus’ Three Metaphors'

My Further Comments and Examples

TOUTE O BLPWPOG Gvoiyel ko To TpOPorTor
TG POVIG OOTOV GKOVEL KOl TO 1010
TpoPaTe PVEL KaT Ovopo ko EECYEL
VTG

“The gatekeeper opens for this man, and the
sheep listen to his voice, and he calls his own
sheep by name, and he leads them out.”

The gatekeeper opens the gate for the
shepherd of the sheep, who listen to his
voice. He also calls his own sheep by name,
and he leads them out of the sheepfold.

v.1a In vs. 1-5 Jesus presents the first metaphor.
Ay apny AEYo ULV, O ) EIGEPXOUEVOS There is a wrong way to become a leader of the
S TG BV €1C THV AOANY TAV ]
TPoPATOV GAL dvapoaivov dAloydbev Cws.
“Truly, truly | say to you, the one who does For example, there are the unbelieving Pharisees
not enter through the gate into the sheepfold | with their erroneous Judaism that is supposedly
but climbs up some other way,..." based upon the Mosaic Covenant but
misunderstands it and the rest of the biblical
There can be a person who does not enter the | message in the Old Testament. Indeed, Jesus is
sheepfold through the gate but climbs up speaking to a group of them who are rejecting him
another way. as the Messiah.
v.1b
EKEIVOG KAETTNG EGTIV KL ANGTNG The wrong way to lead the Jews basically makes
the lead iminal.
“...that person is a thief and a robber.” ¢ feadel a crimina
The person who does not enter the sheepfold For example, the unbelleV}ng Pharisces selﬁshly
. demand the loyalty, attention, and affirmation of
through the gate but climbs up another way . ; .
. > their fellow Jews instead of encouraging them to
is a thief and a robber.
be loyal to God alone.
V.2
0 8¢ eioepyOuevog duix tfig Bvpag Toluny There is the right way to become the leader of the
£cTLY T@V mpoPateov Jews, and the person who uses this path is
“But he who enters through the gate is the definitely their one, true leader.
shepherd of the sheep.” ) ) ]
Obviously, for example, Jesus is the unique leader
The person who enters the sheepfold through | of the Jews who satisfies all the proper
the gate is the shepherd Of the Sheep. requirements and WhOm all the Jews Should
embrace as their Messiah. This is the main point in
his presentation of these metaphors to the
Pharisees and other Jews.
v.3

It becomes clear that this person is the correct
leader of the Jews because, when he comes to
them, they recognize him as their leader and he
interacts with them in a loving manner, including
making sure they have all they need to avoid
following “thieves and robbers.”

Again, obviously and for example, Jesus is the
only appropriate Messiah and leader of the Jews,
whom those with authentic belief recognize as
such, so that he will always be their leader who
provides everything they need for obtaining God’s
promises.

! The red lines in the table separate Jesus metaphor of the sheepfold in vs. 1-5, John’s editorial comment in v. 6, Jesus’ other
metaphor in vs. 7-15, and Jesus’ additional information in vs. 16-18. Also, in this column, the translation in Arial font is below the
Greek text followed by my brief explanation in the Times New Roman font of what Jesus is saying.
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v. 4
otav to 131y wavTo kP, BSWFPOG?EY There is an intimate connection between Jewish
QUTOV TOPEVETL KL TO TPOPaTO DT . . .
Gk0AOVBEL, BTL OIBAGIY THY POVIY 00TOD beheverg anq thelr one, coqect l.ea.der that. is clear
from their willingly following his instructions to
“When he takes out all his own, he goes avoid fOHOWil’lg false leaders, because they
ahead of them. And the sheep follow him, recognize his teaching as the truth.
because they know his voice.”
. For example, as Jesus leads believing Jews, they
When the shepherd leads his sheep out of the | willingly follow his teaching and instructions for
sheepfold, he goes ahead of them, and they the sake of obtaining God’s promises.
follow him, because they recognize his
voice.
v.5
arrotpiey &g ov 1n 9“(97“0”9,“59%6“’7 QMG | Jewish believers are capable of detecting false
ai&%:ggb %ﬁv %13\?%)\’/ OTL OVK 010GV TOV teaching and reject it and those who teach it.
“Indeed, they will never follow a stranger. For example, believing Jews who are immersed in
Instead, they will flee from him, because they | Jesus’ teaching will never willingly follow the
do not know the voice of strangers.” false teaching of unbelieving Pharisees, because
) they are capable of detecting their errors and lies
The shepherd’s sheep will never follow a while remaining fundamentally attracted to the
stranger but will flee from him, because they | truth of the Bible.
do not recognize his voice.
v. 6 In v. 6 John provides an editorial comment.
- - — — John the author says that Jesus specifically
,}“gg%v Tg{‘;&%ﬁ’%?g“;%‘:{ %ﬁ%;&’\fg&; S presented this metaphor to the Pharisees of 9:40-
é?T»]dc?»stg&f)roig i N 41, but. they lacked the.ability to understand and
appreciate the truth of it.
Jesus told this metaphor to them, but those
ones did not understand what he was saying
to them.
Unfortunately, Jesus’ main audience did not
grasp what he was telling them.
v.7 In vs. 7-15 Jesus presents the second

metaphor.

gimev 0OV TéALy O Incodg dumy uny Aéyo
VUV 0T £Y® €L 1 Ovpa [0 TOUNV] TOV
TpoPdTv

Then Jesus spoke again, “Truly, truly | say to
you, | am the gate of the sheep.”

Now Jesus changes the metaphor slightly and
declares that he is the gate of the sheep.?

Jesus is the only rightful avenue or means by
which the Jews may enter into the community of
believing Jews and become bona fide members of
the nation of Israel.

For example and specifically, this rightful path is
to believe in Jesus as the long-expected Messiah
and King of Israel in the light of all that he does
during his first and second appearances.

2 There is a textual variant where one major manuscript has “shepherd” instead of “door.” But in line with v. 9, the point that
Jesus is making concerns that avenue or path by which Jews can become bona fide members of the nation of Israel.




July 20, 2023 Earle Craig
v. 8a -
TavTeG 0601 MABOV TPO EUOD KAETTON €16V | Al other Jews, who, as unbelievers, attempt to
kai Anovad, provide the means for their fellow Jews to obey
“All who come instead of me are thieves and | G0d properly as bona fide members of the nation
outlaws.” of Israel are very, very wrong in their approach to
doing so.
All others who attempt to provide to the
sheep the means to enter the sheepfold are For example, the Pharisees are completely wrong
thieves and outlaws. in how the understand and teach the Old
Testament, especially the Abrahamic and Mosaic
Covenants, so that they cannot properly lead the
Jews into correct obedience to God in order to
obtain God’s promises.
v. 8b
QAL OVK TiKovsOy aVT@V T0 TpoPato The Jews who correctly and genuinely understand
. , the biblical purposes of God from the Old
trl:l:r\ée”r‘[heless, the sheep do not listen to Testament and who grasp that Jesus is not only the
' Messiah but also their only rightful means to be
The sheep do not listen to these others who bona fide members of the nation of Israel will
are thieves and outlaws and are attempting to refuse to follow any false leaders.
E);(;}\;d:h';h;gi:gns by which they participate For. example, J esus? disciples who have. authentic
’ belief can tell the difference between his message
and the hypocrisy and focus on outward rituals of
the unbelieving Pharisees and scribes so as to
embrace the former and reject the latter.
v. 9a
£YO €yt 1| BVpoL Jesus states that he is the only proper means to
, participate in the sheepfold of the nation of Israel.
“l am the gate.
Jesus again says that he is the gate of the For ex:zslmple, Jesus’ life, death, resurr.ection, .
sheepfold. ascension and return are the only basis for being a
bona fide member of Israel, the people of God, and
for obtaining His promises.
v. 9%

v guod €av Tig elcEABN cwbnoETONL

“If someone enters through me, he will be
saved.”

If someone enters the sheepfold through
Jesus as the gate, that person will obtain
salvation.

Only a Jew who recognizes Jesus as the proper
means to be a bona fide member of the nation of
Israel will escape God’s condemnation.

For example, genuine belief in Jesus as the unique
Messiah is the divinely required condition by
which a Jew can obtain God’s promises and escape
both the coming Great and Terrible Day of the
Lord against the Jews and God’s eternal
punishment and destruction.
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v.9c o ) L ) .
KO ELGEAEVOETON KOl EEEAEVOETAL KOLL The believing Jew who recognizes Jesus as the
VOV eVPNoEL .
proper means to be a member of Israel will
“And he will go in and out and find pasture.” ultimately thrive in his existence.
The person who enters the sheepfold through | For example, Jews become bona fide members of
Jesus as the gate will go in and out of the Israel by means of genuine belief in Jesus, who is
sheepfold and find land on which there will the basis of membership, and they will obtain
be good grass to sustain his life. eternal life and participation in the coming “great
nation” of Israel during the millennial kingdom.
v.10a L L. Lo ) .
0 J<7»€7TTT]€ ,OUICXI;:PX?TO“ £l uf Tva KAEyYM Kol Any other leader of the Jews who does not
Buon kot amodeon authentically believe in and follow Jesus is
“The thief comes only to steal, kill, and motivated only selfishly to cause the Jews harm
destroy.” T from God.
Anyone who enters the sheepfold to lead the For example, unbelieving Pharisees and scribes are
sheep is motivated only to kill and destroy sinfully motivated only to rob God of His people
the sheep. and to make them loyal to only them, thus leading
the Jews towards God’s condemnation which they
themselves will experience, thereby resulting in
eternal destruction for all of them.
v. 10b L. ; oL .
EY0 nABov iva Loy Exwoy kol Jesus’ role as God’s Messiah is to bring about
TEPLOOOV EXOOLY eternal life for believing Jews in the Kingdom of
“I came that they may have life and may have God.
itto the fullest. For example, Jesus’ death, resurrection, and
Jesus came so that the sheep may experience interceding on behalf of sinful, believing Jews will
life as much as it can be experienced. result in their participating in God’s promise of
their being the most powerful nation in history and
of eternal life.
v.11a L . )
EYO EUL O TONV O KUAOG. Jesus has a quality about him and his role that
“ h d shepherd.” makes him the supreme leader of the Jews, indeed
am the good shepherd. one that will bring about everything that they need
Jesus declares that he is not just any ol’ to acquire God’s promises.
shepherd. He is the good shepherd. For example, someone else might claim to lead the
Jews into obtaining God’s blessings, perhaps
through the Mosaic Covenant, but Jesus can
always top any leader like that.
v. 11b

0 oWV 0 KOAOG TNV Yoy ovToD
"1iBnowv Vmep TOV TPoPATO®V

“The good shepherd lays down his existence
for the sheep.”

Jesus defines “good” by his willingness to
die.

The central idea of what it means for Jesus to be
the best and primary leader of Israel is that he
uniquely qualifies to be such by giving up his life.

For example and most importantly for the Jews,
Jesus willingly handed over his mortal existence to
his enemies, the Jewish leaders, so that they could
attempt to get rid of him by crucifying him on the
CIOSS.
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v.12a R
0 "IGBWTOC KOl OVK OV OV, 0V 0VK Anyone else in Jesus’ position of attempting to
gg;étt g\% fi&%ﬁ&%@&’ ?dw;:p;gﬁg)rvanggv lead the Jews towards God’s p.rqmises and then
QevyeL — encounters some sort of opposition would do all he
could to stay alive.
“The hired hand, who is also not the
shepherd, to whom the sheep do not belong, | For example, the Jewish leaders do not appreciate
sees the wolf cor”ning, and he leaves the God’s purposes for the Messiah to die for the
sheep and flees. sinful Jews of Israel in order to save them, but
. instead they are all about preserving their lives and
Any other Jewish leaQer Would nz}turally existences as examples of God’s blessings, even in
choose self-preservation in the midst of the £the R i
. presence of the Roman occupation.
leading the Jews.
vs. 12b-13
1§0d 0 M)KOS écpn:dd;a Off)T? KQ“ GKQP@C“ . | The absence of comprehensive belief in Jesus as
071 WoBOTOS EGTLY KOiL 0V PEAEL T mepl the primary leader of the Jewish nation allows for
1AV TPoPATOV . . . .
too many sinful influences in the nation of Israel
“And the wolf snatches them and scatters and prevents them from attaining the cohesiveness
them, because he is the hired hand and is not | that will come from God’s promises.
concerned about the sheep.”
For example, the Jewish leaders’ obsession with
Without Jesus, his sheep lack the necessary | outward performance of the Mosaic Covenant
means to remain properly together so that all | leaves their people in an inappropriate spiritual
other means fail. condition, so that they are just as far as ever from
being the “great nation” of God’s promise.
v. 14a
YO gyt O TOWTV O KaAOG Again, Jesus has a quality about him and his role
; ) that makes him the supreme leader of the Jews,
| am the good shepherd. indeed one that will bring about everything that
Jesus again declares that he is the good they need to acquire God’s promises.
sheep.
v. 14b
KO YLVOOK® TG U0 KO YIVOGKOVGIV M€ | Jesus can easily recognize which Jews actually
0 gua’ belong to him, and they in turn have sense that
“And | know my own and my own know me.” truly belong to him.
Jesus recognizes who his own sheep are, and | For example, if a Jew is earnestly interested in
they recognize him likewise. understanding and fgllowmg his 1nstmctlops, then
Jesus can see that this Jew has embraced him as
the Messiah, while this same Jew sense the same
kind of bond with him.
v. 15a

KOOMG YIVOOKEL UE O TOTNP KAYD YIVOCK®
TOV TOTEPC,

“just as the Father knows me, and | know the
Father.”

Jesus likens the mutual recognition that he
has with his sheep to that between God and
him.

The mutual recognition, knowledge, and
appreciation of Jesus and believing Jews are like
the mutual knowledge, recognition, and
appreciation that God the Father and Jesus have.

For example, Jesus believes and follows God and
His eternal purposes for him, so that his own
followers believe and follow his instructions for
them.
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v.15b o , o
KOL TNV Yoxnv LoV "TiBMuL vIep TV Again, the central idea of what it means for Jesus
mpofatey to be the best and primary leader of Israel is that
“And | lay down my existence for the sheep.” {u; uniquely qualifies to be such by giving up his
ife.
Jesus again declares that he is willing to die )
for the sheep. For exarpple and most 1mp0rte.1ntly for thel Jews,
Jesus willingly handed over his mortal existence to
his enemies, the Jewish leaders, so that they could
attempt to get rid of him by crucifying him on the
cross, which provided exactly what God wanted—
an executed intercessor for sinners.
v. 16a In vs. 16-18 Jesus adds more information to
the initial metaphor and explanation.
- ) o . Besides believing Jews whom Jesus will lead,
Kot 00,&9‘ T mpoPator £x® G OVK EGTLV EK there will also be believing Gentiles who will
TG GLANG TAvTG benefit from Jesus’ role as the Messiah.
“And | have other sheep who are not from this ) . .
sheepfold.” For example, in John 12:20-22, in Acts 2 during
Peter’s sermon, in Acts 10 as a result of the Peter’s
Jesus declares that his sheep extend beyond interaction with Cornelius and his family and
the immediate sheepfold. friends, and in the rest of Acts because of Paul’s
travels and efforts, many Gentiles believe in Jesus
in order to gain eternal mercy and life from God.
v. 16b L A . A
KOKEIVOL BEL pe "aryoryetv Just as Jesus will be the unique, primary, rightful,
- and eternal leader of believing Jews, he will be
“And it is necessary for me to lead those also for believing Gentiles
ones.” & '
Jesus says that he must lead these other For. examp le,. Peter a nd Paull make it very ¢ lf?ar n
their interactions with Gentiles that Jesus is just as
sheep, too. . . .
much their eternal savior as he is for Jews.
v. 16¢

Kot THG @OVAG oL "AkoVooVoLY,
“And they will listen to my voice,”

These other sheep will truly hearken to Jesus’
voice.

The believing Gentiles will recognize Jesus as the
Jewish Messiah and will understand the eternal
significance of his instructions so that they will
follow him only as earnestly as believing Jews.

For example, people such as Luke and other
Gentiles (Epaphras, Epaphroditus, et. al) will
believe in Jesus for their own eternal salvations.
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v. 16d i
KO YEVIOOVTOL pic TOIUVN, €1 MOV The believing Gentiles will join the believing Jews
; ) as members of Israel whom Jesus will lead as their
and they lel become one flock—one king and Messiah.
shepherd.
And both kinds of sheep will become one Fgr example, both Jewish and Gentile believers
flock and have him, Jesus, as one shepherd. will participate in both promises to Abraham in
Genesis 12:1-3 with the nation of Israel becoming
the most powerful nation in history when Jesus
returns and with all believers acquiring life on the
eternal earth.
v. 17
810 TOVTO pe O TaTNp Oy 0T EY® God the Father has set His love on Jesus because
ggp#\t TV Yy Hov, ive mai AdBo he freely and willingly chooses to die in order that
God may grant him resurrection from the dead and
“Because of this the Father loves me, his eternal role as king and priest.
because | lay down my existence, in order
that | may receive it again.” For example, Jesus’ willingness to go through the
entire ordeal of his arrest, trial, and crucifixion
God truly loves Jesus for being willing to makes him loved by God the Father, and the result
die, which Jesus does so that he may live will be that He will raise Jesus from the dead in
again. order that he may complete his role as King and
High Priest of Israel and all Gentile believers.
v. 18a
0}35@@ oajipgt 0@‘{“}’ G éHOﬁ, GAL Y0 From a human perspective, in any number of ways
oMW aVTY GT EWEVTOD Jesus could avoid being put to death. However, he
“No one takes it from me. But | lay it down willfully and intentionally dies.
from myself.”
For example, Jesus could have avoided arrest
Jesus says that no one forces him to die, but | simply by staying out of Jerusalem, but he
he willingly gives up his life. attended the Passover, knowing exactly what lay
ahead for him—arrest, trial, and execution by
crucifixion. Plus, he has the authority and power to
stop his enemies at any time.
v. 18b

€€ovoiav €y Oelval avTny, Kol EEovaiov
€Yo TAA AaPElV aOTV

“I have the right to lay it down, and | have the
right to receive it again.”

Jesus says that it is his prerogative to hand
over his life, and likewise it is his prerogative
to receive it again.

Jesus is free from all other elements of the creation
to give up his existence by allowing it to happen to
him, and he is free from all other elements of the
creation to obtain his resurrection from the dead.

For example, there is nothing within the creation
that will hinder Jesus from willingly offering his
life and dying by crucifixion, and the same is true
of God the Father’s resurrecting him from the
dead.
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v.18c

TOUTYV TV EvToAY €hafov mapd T0D
TOTPOG LOV

“I received this instruction from my Father.”

Jesus says that he received this instruction
from his Father.

Jesus clearly declares that the plans and
instructions for how his life will progress right up
to his death and resurrection came from the
transcendent creator, God the Father.

For example, to be crucified and then raised from
the dead as a vital aspect of Jesus’ role as the
Messiah is something that he was specifically
given according to the eternal plans and purposes
by God the Father, who is the transcendent creator
of all reality and the source of Jesus’ existence on
earth.




