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1 Thessalonians

1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the gathering of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus the Messiah—grace and shalom to you.’

1:2 We always give thanks to God for all of you as we repeatedly make mention of you in
our prayers,? 1:3 while remembering your work of belief, your labor of love, and your
perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus the Messiah in the presence of our God and
Father.?

1:4 We appreciate, brothers, who are loved by God, His choice of you,* 1:5 because our
good news did not come to you by spoken word only but also by power, by the Holy
Spirit, and with complete certainty,® just as you appreciate what kind of people we were
among you for your sake.® 1:6 Indeed, you became imitators of us and of the Lord when
you embraced the message with the joy of the Holy Spirit in the midst of great difficulty.’

1:7 The result has been that you have become an example to all believers in Macedonia
and Achaia,® 1:8 because, from you the message about the Lord has sounded forth. Not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place, your belief, which is directed towards
God, has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything,® 1:9 because they
themselves report about us what kind of entrance into you as a group we experienced
and how you turned to God from idols to serve as slaves the living and true God,"® 1:10
and to wait for His Son from the heavens, whom He raised from among the dead, Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath."! 2:1 By inference, you yourselves appreciate,
brothers, that our entrance into you as a group has not been in vain."

2:2 Yet, as you also must appreciate, after suffering beforehand and being scoffed at
among the Philippians, we had the courage in our God to speak to you the good news of
God in the midst of a great conflict.”® 2:3 For our persuasion is from neither error, nor
immorality, nor with deceit.™ 2:4 But just as we have been attested by God to be
entrusted with the good news, so also we speak, not as pleasing men but God who
assesses the genuineness of our hearts.' 2:5 Indeed, we came neither with a flattering
message, just as you have appreciated, nor with a false motive of boundaryless evil
(God is our witness).'® 2:6 Nor were we seeking the glory of men, whether from you or
from others,'” 2:7 even though we could throw our weight around as apostles of the
Messiahaslnstead, we were gentle among you as a nursing mother takes care of her own
children.

2:8 Thus, having so fond an affection for you, we were pleased to impart to you not only
the good news of God, but also our own lives, because you became dearly loved by
us." 2:9 Remember, brothers, our labor and hardship. As we worked night and day in
order not to be a financial burden to any of you, we proclaimed the good news of God to
you.?° 2:10 You and God are witnesses how, in a manner pleasing to God, uprightly and
acceptably, we behaved towards you who believe.?" 2:11 Just as you have appreciated,
towards each one of you like a father towards his own children,?” 2:12 we were
encouraging, comforting, and imploring you to live worthy of the God who calls you into
His own kingdom and glory.??

2:13 Consequently, we are, indeed, repeatedly thanking God that, when you received the
message of God that you heard from us, you embraced it, not as the message of men,
but just as it is—truly the message of God, who also is working in you who believe.?* 2:14
You, brothers, became imitators of the gatherings of God which are in Judea in the
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Messiah Jesus, because you, indeed, suffered the same kinds of things at the hands of
your own countrymen as they also did at the hands of the Jews,? 2:15 who, in fact, killed
the Lord Jesus and the prophets, persecuted us, are not pleasing to God, but stand
opposed to all men,?® 2:16 because they hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles in order
that they may be saved. The result is that they always fill up the measure of their sins.
But wrath is coming upon them at the end (gig té1oc).’

2:17 But we, brothers, having been separated from you for a short while (physically, but
not in heart), even more so have done our best with great passion to see your face,?®
2:18 because we wanted to come to you, |, Paul, more than once, and yet Satan
hindered us.?® 2:19 Who is our hope or joy or crown of bragging? Is it not indeed you in
the presence of our Lord Jesus at his grand appearance?®° 2:20 You are our glory and
jOy.31

3:1 Therefore, when we could endure it no longer, we were pleased to be left alone in
Athens,*? 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker with respect to the
good news of the Messiah, so that he could strengthen and encourage you as to your
belief.>® 3:3 Our purpose was so that no one would be shaken in the midst of these
tribulations, because you yourselves know that we were destined for this.* 3:4 Indeed,
when we were with you, we were telling you in advance that we were about to suffer
affliction, just as both it happened and you know.*® 3:5 Therefore, when | could indeed
endure it no more, | sent to find out about your belief, lest somehow the tempter had
tempted you, and our labor had been in vain.*

3:6 However, now that Timothy has come to us from you and proclaimed the good news
to us of your belief and love, and that you always have fond memories of us and greatly
desire to see us just as we also greatly desire to see you,* 3:7 on account of this we
have been encouraged, brothers, about you in all our distress and affliction, because of
your belief,*® 3:8 because now we live if you are standing firm in the Lord.* 3:9 What
thanks concerning you can we pay back to God in return for all the joy with which we
rejoice on account of you in the presence of our God,*® 3:10 as we night and day keep
asking more than ever to see your face and to complete what is lacking in your belief?*’

3:11 And now may God Himself, indeed our Father, and our Lord Jesus direct our way to
you,* 3:12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another
and for all Christians, just as we also do for you,* 3:13 in order that He may establish
your hearts as being acceptable in a state of being set apart in the presence of our God
and Fﬁther at the grand appearance of our Lord Jesus along with all His set-apart

ones.

4:1 Finally then, brothers, we ask and encourage you because of the Lord Jesus, that
just as you received from us how you must live and please God, just as indeed you are
living, that you abound in this regard.*® 4:2 You know what commandment we gave to
you in view of the Lord Jesus.*® 4:3 Indeed, this is the will of God, your being different—
keeping away from sexual immorality,*’ 4:4 with each one of you knowing how to control
his own vessel with holiness and honor,*® 4:5 not with emotionally charged passion like
the Gentiles, who do not know God,* 4:6 so as not to cross the line morally and take
unfair advantage of his brother in the matter. This is important because the Lord is the
avenger in all these things, just as we told you before and solemnly warned you.*® 4:7
God has not called us to immorality but to holiness.®' 4:8 Therefore, he who rejects this is
not rejecting man but God, who also gives His Holy Spirit to you.>
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4:9 Concerning the love of the brothers, you have no need for us to write to you, for you
yourselves are taught by God to love one another.>® 4:10 Indeed, you do practice it
towards all the brothers in the whole of Macedonia, and we encourage you, brothers, to
abound in this regard.>* 4:11 Make it your goal to live peaceably, to mind your own
affairs, and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded you,*® 4:12 so that you
behave decently towards outsiders and not have any need.*®

4:13 On another subject, we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those
who are dead, so that you do not grieve as do, indeed, the rest who have no hope.*’ 4:14
Because we believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead, it is just as certain that God
also will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.*®

4:15 This we say to you by means of the message of the Lord, that we who are alive,
who remain until the grand appearance of the Lord, will definitely not precede those who
have fallen asleep,®® 4:16 because the Lord himself, when the command is given by
means of the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God, will come down from
heaven, and the dead in the Messiah will themselves rise up first.®° 4:17 Then we, who
are alive and who remain, will be snatched away together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.®" 4:18 Therefore,
encourage one another with these words.®?

5:1 Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you do not need for us to write to
you,®® 5:2 because you yourselves correctly know that the Day of the Lord is coming like
a thief in the night.®* 5:3 While they are saying, “Shalom and safety,” sudden destruction
will overtake them like birth-pains in the womb, and they will not escape.®®

5:4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness that the day would overtake you like a thief,*
5:5 because all of you are sons of light and sons of day. We are not of the night nor of
the darkness.®” 5:6 Therefore, let us not sleep like the rest, but let us be alert and
sober.?® 5:7 Those who sleep sleep at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at
night.%® 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, putting on the breastplate of
belief and love and the helmet of the hope of salvation,” 5:9 because God has not
destined us for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus the Messiah,”
5:10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with
him.” 5:11 Therefore, encourage one another and build one another towards the one,
just as indeed you are doing.”

5:12 And we ask you, brothers, to appreciate those who labor among you, who lead you
with care in the Lord, and who admonish you.” 5:13 You should esteem them with love
beyond all measure because of their work.

Be at peace among yourselves.” 5:14 Thus, we encourage you, brothers, admonish the
disorderly, console the discouraged, help the weak, and be patient with all.”

5:15 See that no one pays back evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good
for one another and for all.””

5:16 Rejoice always.”® 5:17 Pray repeatedly.’ 5:18 Be thankful in every situation, for this is
the will of God for you in the Messiah Jesus.®°
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5:19 Do not cause the Spirit to stop functioning.?’ 5:20 Do not treat prophetic comments
as worthless,* 5:21 but assess the genuiness of all things. Hold on to what is good.® 5:22
Refuse to become involved in any kind of evil.®

5:23 May the God of shalom Himself set you apart all the way to the end (0AoteAeic), and
may your spirit be sound while your existence and body be kept acceptable at the grand
appearance of our Lord Jesus the Messiah.® 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, who will
also do this.%®

5:25 Brothers, pray for us.®’ 5:26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.®® 5:27 | put you
under oath to the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.®

5:28 The grace of our Lord Jesus the Messiah be with you.®
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' TTadhog kot Zihovoavog ko Tipéoeog T ékkAncio Oecoalovikémv év 0ed Totpt T kol kupie Incod Xpiotd,
xGp1g vpiv kot eiprivn — This is Paul’s second letter (Galatians having been the first a few years earlier), written from
Corinth during his 2" trip west from Antioch, which had taken him through some of the cities in what is now Turkey
and then through upper Greece (Macedonia), including the cities of Philippi and Thessalonica. The date is around A.D.
52.

Timothy was from Derbe/Lystra in Turkey and has been with Paul since he visited these cities at the beginning of this
second trip (around A.D. 50). Timothy will go on to be one of Paul’s most faithful companions and strongest believers
in Jesus as the Messiah.

Silvanus was one of the believers chosen by the apostles to accompany Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch after they
had come to Jerusalem to discuss the issue of circumcision with respect to the Gentiles (Acts 15 around A.D. 49). His
Aramaic name is Silas, and he very well may be Peter’s scribe of his first letter (cf. 1 Peter 5:12).

Thus Paul is writing to the Christian community who are “in God,” i.e., in the context where God operates by changing
people’s hearts and causing them to believe and persevere in their belief for the sake of acquiring His eternal mercy and
life.

2 EdyoploTtodpey 1@ 0e@ TEVTOTE TEPL TAVIOV VUMV UVEloy T TOLOVUEVOL €M1 TAV TPOGEVXDY NUMV, USIAEITTO] —
As repeatedly as Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy pray, they are always concerned for all those who became believers
through their telling them about Jesus as the Messiah. Thus, they always ask God to cause them to persevere in their
belief to the end of their lives. They are also grateful, probably more than we can imagine, for the fact that these
Thessalonian Christians are still believing in the midst of the intense persecution that started around a year ago when
they were there and is continuing now. We will see that Timothy has reported that their belief is still genuine and strong
(cf. 3:11f.).

3 pvnuovevovieg BUGY TOD EPYOV THC TIoTEOC KOl T0D KOTOV THG GydmNG Kol THS VTopoviic Thg Amidog Tod kupiov
Nudv Inood Xpiotod éunpochev 100 Beod kot Tatpog Nudv — After Thessalonica, Paul had gone with Silvanus and
Timothy to Berea, but then he had to leave there and escape to Athens, because the unbelieving Jews from
Thessalonica sought to put him to death. Silvanus and Timothy had stayed behind in Berea and then joined Paul after
he had moved on to Corinth, probably reporting to him how the Christians were faring in Thessalonica and the rest of
Macedonia. Paul is encouraged by the news that they bring him and can say that they truly have continued believing,
while loving one another and placing their future hope in the promise of God of eternal life in the Kingdom of God
through Jesus the Messiah. Therefore, it makes sense to Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to continue remembering the
Thessalonians’ response to their presenting the biblical message to them, because their response now is just as genuine
as it was back when they first heard the message.

Their “work of belief” refers to the effort that they originally put into listening to these three apostolic workers as they
spoke about the Jewish Messiah, Jesus, and then the effort that they put in from a human existential standpoint to
changing what they believed to be true about the nature of reality. No longer did they believe the false ideas about the
Greek pagan gods, but now they believed that the ideas about the transcendent Creator and His envoy and proxy, Jesus
of Nazareth, was the only and correct way to think about reality. Obviously, they are continuing to work at believing in
the midst of their persecution and the temptation to abandon the biblical ideas in order to stop the persecution.

Their “labor of love” refers to the great effort that they were putting into caring for each other as fellow believers in the
Messiah, even while experiencing intense persecution because of it.

Their “perseverance of hope of our Lord Jesus the Messiah in the presence of our God and Father” refers to their
looking forward with great expectation to Jesus’ return and ultimately advocating on their behalf before God when He
fulfills His promise to Abraham to “bless” with eternal mercy and life him and those associated with him who have the
same kind of genuine belief. Cf. 1 Thesssalonians 1:10; 3:13. Another option is that Paul remembers “in the presence of
God our Father” the spiritual condition of the Thessalonians as he prays. But the syntax and purpose of Jesus by God
for sinners lends itself to the first option.

4 £i80tec, GdeEM@OL yamnuévol DO °[ToD] B0, THV éxhoynv dudv — The three men have become convinced that the
Thessalonians are authentic believers, i.e., that God, while He was formulating the story of the cosmos before He began
creating it, as mentioned in Genesis 1, chose to create them such that at some point in their own personal histories, they
would become Christians and follow the Jewish Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. This also means that God loves and cares
for them by ensuring that they remain believers and obtain His promise of eternal life.

Thus, the word £i8dteg, the plural active participle m. pl. nom. of 0ida which typically means simply to know
something, here means more to appreciate and value something. Paul and his companions appreciate what God has
done by choosing these Thessalonians for His eternal kingdom. This meaning is in line with how Paul uses 0ida in 5:12
And we ask you, brothers, to appreciate (¢id€vair) those who labor among you, who lead you with care in the Lord, and
who admonish you. As a result, Paul is implying and encouraging mutual appreciation between his readers and him as
he will go on to point out in the next verse, 1:5—that is all of God’s doing!

3 811 10 edayyEMOV UGV 0K £yevion "eic VUGG &V AGYm Wévov GALG Kol &V Suvduel Kol v TveduaTt ayim Kol
°[év] tinpogopig morrii — These men got to see God fully engage the Thessalonians in their presentation of the biblical
message by virtue of outward evidence that made this clear. This means that God powerfully changed their inwardness
and made the truth acceptable to them, so that they no longer rebelled against it (cf. Romans 1). And, more than likely,
the outward evidence that convinced Paul that these Thessalonians were in the process of embracing the truth of the
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biblical message was their speaking in tongues along with the three things that they just mentioned, their belief, love,
and hope. In addition, the Thessalonian believers exhibited a committed settledness in regard to the truth of this
message and the value of embracing it, as they now go on to explain further.

% xoBdg oidate olol EyeviOnuev °[év] duiv 8 dudc — As in 1:4 and 5:12, the word oidate from oido = know, includes
the connotation of value and appreciate.

Paul is saying that, just as he appreciates the genuineness of the Thessalonians in their Christian faith, it is just like their
appreciating the work and the manner of doing work of these three men who came to them from Philippi to proclaim to
them the good news and salvation through the Jewish Messiah, Jesus. Here is the mutual appreciation between Paul and
these new Christians in Thessalonica.

Paul and his apostolic co-workers encountered a lot of opposition to their message in Thessalonica. Cf. Acts 17:6,7 —
“When [the hostile and unbelieving Jews] did not find them, they began dragging Jason and some brethren before the
city authorities, shouting, ‘These men who have upset the world have come here also; and Jason has welcomed them,
and they all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”” Therefore, the new
believers in this city had the opportunity to observe them as they faced into this opposition and to learn how to do the
same thing.

Thus, Paul acted with great love towards the Thessalonians for the sake of their obtaining salvation through hearing the
message of the gospel amidst being persecuted for being Christians and the threat of losing their own lives.

7 Koy dueic pipntor qudv eyevionte kol 1o kupiov, deEdpevol TOv Adyov év OAiyel TOAAT petd yopdc ™
nvevpatog ayiov — Two options — 1) joy that is the result of a set-apart inner spirit; 2) joy that comes from the inner
work of the Spirit of God when He provides a sinner with the full realization of the promise of God through Jesus.

#2 seems more profound and in line with what Paul is confident in thanking God. The great stress that the
Thessalonians experienced was the same that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy experienced, i.e., hostile opposition to the
biblical message from unbelieving Jews in the city. They, like these apostolic workers, had to choose whether or not it
was worth it to continue to embrace this message. Their choice was to do so, thus demonstrating to the three men that
God truly was at work within them according to His choice of them. The result was their rejoicing in God’s promise of
mercy and eternal life. The implication of what Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy are saying is that God through His Spirit is
the only one who can cause people to persevere in their belief and to rejoice in the midst of suffering for their faith.
Morally depraved human beings, even inwardly changed human beings, do not have the independent ability to do so.
We will naturally bail on God if He does not powerfully cause us to persevere in our faith.

8 Hote yevésHon VPaC "TOTOV TECLY Toig TIoTEVOLGY £V TH Mokedovig ko év T 'Axoie — These men also know
that the courage and belief of the Thessalonians, in the face of great opposition to their belief, became an
encouragement to other believers in their area of northern Greece as well as in southern Greece, where they were now.
How did their reputation spread? Probably as traveling Christians came in contact with them.

% Gup” DUAV yop EEMTaL 6 AdYog ToD Kupiov oV uévov &v T Makedovig koi T[év ThH]N JAxoie, TGAL &V TovTL TOT®
N TioTIc VUAV M TPOG TOV B0V €Eedrvbey, dote un xpeiov €xerv Muag Aaieilv tv — The courage and belief of the
Thessalonian Christians has become a kind of proclamation of the message of Jesus as the Messiah to people even
beyond Greece, with the result that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy do not have to say anything about this message. It’s as
though they begin to tell people about Jesus as the Messiah, and the people say, “Oh yes, we already know, because we
have heard [from traveling salesmen who are Christians] of the belief of the Thessalonian Christians.”

Paul’s wording here, 1| TicTtig DU®V 7 TPOG TOV OOV, is unusual. Only in Philemon 5 does he use the it — drxovov cov
TV SAYEmny Kol TV wicTivy, v €xeig ‘mpog TOv Kuprov Incodv' kal eig mavtog tovg ayiovg. While the basic
meaning is probably belief in God, the additional notion is towards, that the Thessalonians are directing their belief
towards God in that they are embracing as true everything that He has “said” to them through Paul and his proclaiming
the gospel.

10 odtor youp mept MUAV AmayyEéllovoty dmoioy elcodov Eoouey TPOC VUGG, KOU TAC EMESTPEYOTE TPOG TOV BEOV
Ao 1OV eidOAOV dovievelv Be® (AVTL kot dAnewvd — In fact, the news of the Thessalonian believers includes the
important concept that it is necessary to abandon previous pagan beliefs and practices in order follow the one true God
exclusively. And it is clear that the Thessalonians understand this because of the kind of reception that Paul and his
companions received from them. They were wholeheartedly welcomed by them with open arms, which in a pagan
society and in the midst of the Jewish persecution would have rather startling and yet revealing of the fact that God was
truly at work within these people. It is a miracle anytime sinners embrace the truth of the gospel and those who present
it to them!

ot "évapévely Tov vidv adTod £K TOV 00pav@dv, Ov Hyelpey £k °[tdVv] vexpdv, Tncodv Tov pudpevov NUEC &k
Thig 0pYfig T épyonévng — This is the first time in the letter that the 1% person plural refers to the three men and the
Thessalonian Christians—and certainly by extrapolation all believers in Jesus as their Messiah.

The news of the Thessalonian Christians also includes the important information about Jesus as high priest, that it is he
who intervenes between God and morally depraved human beings when he returns to earth by either raising them from
the dead of rapturing them (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:13ff.), thus enabling them to escape God’s anger and eternal
condemnation at the end of the millennial kingdom when God destroys all unbelievers and even death itself. Thus,
Christians need to persevere in their belief and wait for Jesus’ return, while pursuing moral obedience to God that
includes repentance.

12 Adtol yop oidate, GideAol, TV elcodov AUV THV TPOC VUG 6Tt 00 Kevi yéyovev — There are at least two options
for what Paul means by xevn — 1) That, based upon God’s sovereignty, there is always the possibility that people will
reject his message of Jesus as the Messiah, in which case thgy would consider their efforts to proclaim this message to
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be “in vain,” i.e., for nothing, eternally speaking. This would be similar to 1 Thessalonians 3:5 and Paul’s use of the
phrase €ig xevov. 2) That Paul’s coming into contact with these Thessalonian Christians was neither with information
that was baseless in reality nor with motives for financial gain, i.e., trying to sell them something that was especially
eternally useless.

By putting this sentence at the end of the paragraph of 1:7-2:1, I think that Paul is encouraging his readers to grab hold
of just how significant it is that they have become Christians and continue to be such in the face of so much opposition
there in Thessalonica. This is a profound thing, that these former pagan idolators and sinners have now become bona
fide followers of the Jewish Messiah. It is practically unbelievable and can only have come about because it is what
God has chosen to happen for them and has produced it through the overall work of His Spirit while also using Paul
and his companions as human instruments of His love, grace, and mercy.

13 A& mpomadSvTe Kol DPpLoBEvTec, KOOMS 0idate, &v PIAMTTOG EmappnoIacaedo v Td Bed NUAY AoAficat
PO VUGG TO evYYEMOV T0D Be0D &v TOALD dydvi — Now, Paul begins a series of statements to defend and
demonstrate what Timothy, Silvanus, and he brought to the table that resulted in these Thessalonians’ becoming
Christians.

And again, the word oidate from oido has more the connotation of value and appreciate because of what these people
truly know about Paul and the other two men with him.

Paul’s first statement of defense that he is all about eternal truth and divine morality is that he and his companions
proclaimed the gospel to these Thessalonians even after being so harshly treated in Philippi. They did not let
persecution from keeping them from continuing their responsibility of making this message available to others in the
same kind of situation, i.e., extreme persecution.

Acts 16:11-40 tells the story of the troubles Paul and his companions bumped into in Philippi, including his
imprisonment with Silvanus and yet success in seeing people believe in Jesus as the Messiah. In spite of their rather
unpleasant experience in Philippi, Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy remembered that God had commissioned Paul to be the
apostle to the Gentiles. Therefore, they all felt compelled to continue proclaiming the biblical message in Thessalonica,
even when they encountered the same kind of hostility to it there. While, in Philippi, the antipathy came from Gentile
pagans, in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-15), the source was religious and unbelieving Jews. But Paul’s position “in God,” in
the grips of the sovereign God who has assigned him the responsibility to be the apostle to the Gentiles, gave him the
courage to continue to proclaim this controversial message.

141 yop Topdrinoic qudv odk &k TAGVNG 008¢ £ dikabopoiog TovdE év 86Am — Paul’s second statement of defense
is simply a statement to the effect that whatever he was seeking to persuade the Thesssalonians to believe, it contains
nothing that is false or immoral. Nor did they seek to gain some personal advantage by faking some of the information.
Implicitly, Paul is accusing all presenters of any other worldview, as though it is worthwhile to embrace and should
become the basis for all decision making, of all of these characteristics. They are in error. They are immoral and
rebellious against God. And they are trying to pull the wool over people’s eyes, because every human being
fundamentally knows the truth about the transcendent Creator (cf. Romans 1). And they are trying to gain some
personal advantage through their lies—self-aggrandizement at the expense of other people’s being deceived. They are
scammers using a dishonest scheme to get money, power, and prestige.

Therefore, Paul and his companions are declaring that they state only the truth, and that, by implication, there is only
one truth—God’s that is found in the Bible.

15 80 k0BhC SedoKiudonedo VIO ToD B£0D TIGTEVOHVOL TO EVOYYEAIOV, OVTMC AUAODUEY, 0VY O BVOPAOTOLG
apéokovieg GALL T Be® T@ dokiudlovtt Tag kapdiog Nudv — Paul’s third statement of defense is that God gave him
the message he is proclaiming, and he is always mindful of this by having his goal be to please God and not himself as
he carries out this responsibility.

Paul and his companions are saying that God has placed them in enough difficult circumstances where they could have
said, “Enough! We are not going to do this anymore!” and yet, they continued to commit themselves to Paul’s
responsibility to make public the apostolic message of Jesus as the Messiah, that by now the result is that God has
procvided clear evidence to the effect that they are genuine believers and Paul is an apostle. The logical inference from
all this clear evidence of Paul and his companions through suffering is that they are motivated by a desire to please God
and not people. If they were more concerned about the latter, they would have avoided the apostolic message and the
hostility that it causes for themselves in order to keep people on good terms and friendly with them.

16 O%te yap mote v Adyw kolakeiog EyeviOnuey, KoM 01d0Te, 0UTE °év TPoPAcel TAeoveEiog, O£0C UAPTUG —
Paul’s fourth statement of defense is that the gospel does not flatter people as to how good they are. It does the exact
opposite and first condemns them as sinners before revealing that God is gracious and mercy and will save them from
His condemnation.

Paul and the other two men are implying that all other worldviews in some way flatter people so as to be attractive to
them. For example, paganism, “Yes, you can please the gods through your religious efforts simply by performing these
ceremonies.” Or Judaism, “Yes, you can please God through your religious obedience to the Mosaic Covenant.” Thus
all other worldviews basically commend people for their moral and religious potential, in and of themselves, to do what
is good and right before the gods or God. Christianity is not so magnanimous.

Paul also mentions greed as a possible motivation, which they have avoided. Perhaps they are referring to Sophists,
who were still plying people with their “wisdom” 400 years after Socrates and Plato, claiming that they could educate
the youth, so that they could become good human beings—for a fee! Apostolic wisdom was free, even though Paul
argues in 1 Corinthians 9 that the value of the commodity that he is offering is so great that there is no problem with
people feeling a moral obligation to support him ﬁnancially7 Yet, he never expects or demands to be supported and
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remunerated for his “work.” In fact, to demand payment for it in an authoritarian manner would be to deny the gracious
nature of the message.

17 o%te {nTovVTEC €€ AVBpOTOV SOEOV 0UTE B VP®V 0vTe & dAAwv — Paul’s fifth statement of defense is that he
can honestly say that his proclamation of the gospel was never for the purpose of getting applause from his listeners.
Impressing other people is not his goal. By inference, only pleasing God is.

It is pretty heady stuff to be commissioned by God through the King of the cosmos, the Jewish Messiah, to function as
an authorized and inerrant spokesman on behalf of the Messiah. Paul could very easily have become so proud of
himself that he would expect and demand that people practically worship him—or certainly pay him for his invaluable
work. But he and his companions did not even come close to doing this.

18 Suvduevol év Bapet eivon wg XpioTod GrdoTolol. GAAN £yeviOnuey "VATIOL €V HEG® DUAV, ®C 0V TPOPOC BGATY
T éotiig Tékva — Paul’s sixth statement of defense is that, if anyone might seem to have the right to declare publicly
his credentials so that people would be so impressed that they would grant him the respect that he actually deserves, it
is he as an authoritative spokesman for the most important person in human history, the Messiah.

And his seventh statement of defense is defense is how gently and carefully he treated the Thessalonians. He was like a
nursing mother towards them.

Their position as apostolic workers of God’s Messiah to the Gentiles made them the most important persons in the
Roman Empire, even more important than the apostles in Jerusalem, because their responsibility was to go out into the
empire and convey the biblical message, thereby providing themselves with the opportunity to become much more well
known than the Jerusalem apostles could be. However, Paul and his companions never saw themselves this way. They
were always simply a humble and meek conduit of God for this message.

In addition, they were always subservient to the people to whom they spoke and who responded positively to the news
of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. In fact, Paul and his companions treated the Thessalonian Christians as though
they were like newborn infants and they were their mother, who was responsible for providing them with sustenance in
order to keep them alive. Indeed, their eternal lives depended upon their ingesting and digesting the food of the biblical
message.

19 otog "OuepopEVOL DUV "eVSOKODUEY UETASODVOL DUIV 0D HGVOV TO eDOYYELOV 10D 820D GAAL KO TAC
£VTAOV Yoxdc, S1dTL dryormtol Nuiv "éyevidnte — Paul’s eighth statement of defense is that everything he did in
Thessalonica was obviously for these new Christians’ well-being and not for himself, because he sincerely loved them.
Paul’s affection for people who responded positively to his message of Jesus was always very strong. Obviously, this
made it quite easy to convey the news of the Jewish Messiah to them, to the point that Paul committed his whole being
and existence to their spiritual, emotional, and even physical well-being. It was thus that he loved even the
Thessalonian Christians.

20 Mvnpovevete yap, Gdedpoi, TOV KOTOV HUAY KoL TOV uéxBov- VuKTOC T Kol fuépag épyolduevol Tpog To ui
gmPopficai Tiva DUV EKNPVENUEY £1¢ VUGG TO evayyEAlov ToD 8eoD — Paul’s ninth statement of defense is that he
worked at his trade, whatever it might have been, so that he never needed anything monetary or material from the
Thessalonians. He earned his own living and did not rely at all on donations and support from them. And his intent was
so that he would not burden them with giving what they needed for themselves to him and his companions. Plus, he
still found time to teach them the gospel and mature them in their understanding of it.

Their desire to be subservient to the Thessalonians led them to avoid completely having to be supported financially by
them. Instead, they worked night and day at another trade (or trades) in order to do so. Yet, they still took time to
educate the Thessalonians in the most important ideas available to human beings, the information about the one true
God, the transcendent Creator, and His Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. Cf. 1 Corinthians 9 where Paul argues his freedom
to receive compensation or not for his work as an apostle, while he chooses not to receive in certain instances because
he does not want to be a financial burden to people or because he wants to make sure he does not miscommunicate the
central idea of God’s grace.

21 Hueic udprtopeg Ko 6 0edc, 0¢ 6610g Kol Sikoing Kol AUéUTTOC Vi Tolg "misTevovoly yeviidnuev — Paul’s tenth
statement of defense is that certainly both God and the Thessalonians would have to conclude that how much he and his
companions behaved with the highest integrity.

Paul’s way of loving the Thessalonians by not being a financial responsibility to them was not only the right thing to
do, but it was also a manner of existing that was pleasing to God.

22 xaBdmep oidote, ¢ Evol EK0GTOV VUDY 0¢ TaThp Tékvo, Eavtod — If Paul was like a nursing mother to her children
in his relationship with the Thessalonians (cf. 2:7), he knew that it was also appropriate to compare this relationship
with that of a father towards his children.

2 TapokoAoDVTES CDUGC KOl TOPUULVBOVLEVOL KO LOPTUPOUEVOL €1C TO TEPITATELV VUGS GEImG ToD Be0D TOD
"koA0DVTOG VUAG €1¢ TNV €ovtod Pacireiov kol 86Eav — Paul’s eleventh statement of defense is that he took on the
role of a father towards them and instructed, encouraged, comforted, and sought to persuade them in the best manner
possible to be obedient to God who would eventually grant them a glorious and eternal existence in the future Kingdom
of God.

Thus, Paul and his companions were constantly instructing and exhorting these Thessalonians to obey their ultimate
Father, the one and only God, their Creator, by living in a manner that would result in their entering into the future
eternal Kingdom of God, which would be the final demonstration of God’s greatness and goodness when He
transformed them into morally perfect beings with an eternal existence.

24 Ko §160 ToDT0 Kol Mpelc evyoplotoduey 16 0ed ddioleintog, 6t1 Taporapdviec Adyov dkofic Toap NUAV T0D
0e0D £8£E0c0e 0V AOYOV AVOPOTOV AL KOOMG E€6TILV (’)%ne(bc_;‘ Adyov Be0D, O¢ KOl EVEPYETTAL £V VULV TOIG
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miotevovotv — Paul’s twelfth statement of defense is his gratitude for the Thessalonians’ demonstrating clearly and
explicitly through their changed behavior that they recognized that the gospel which he was proclaiming came from the
one, true God and had not been fabricated by human beings for selfish reasons.

Whenever Paul and the other two men get the opportunithy to address God directly, all the evidence of how they
treated the Thessalonians and the Thessalonians treated them leads them to conclude that they genuinely received and
embraced the biblical message that they presented to them, so that they understood that this was truth and information
from the one transcendent God and not false ideas made up by man, which is the case with the pagan idolatry out of
which they came. Paul also reminds them that the reason why they had such a positive reception to the news of Jesus as
the Messiah was because God is the one who is causing it by operating powerfully within them to change their
inwardness.

25 Hueic yop punton yevionte, aded@ol, TV EKkANGIAOV 10D Be0D TOV 00odV v TH Tovdain év Xp1otd Incod, 61t
T OOTO EMAOETE KOl DUELG DTO TOV 1810V CVUPLAETAV KOO®G kKol ovTol Vo 1@V Tovdaiwv — Paul’s thirteenth
statement of defense is that the Thessalonians, who may be mostly Jews according in line with the story in Acts 17, are
experiencing the same kind of persecution in their city that the Jewish Christians experienced back in Israel when the
Christian movement began after Jesus’ ascension.

So far, the experiences of Jewish Christians in the area of Israel and of both Jewish and Gentile Christians outside
Israel in other parts of the Roman Empire has been difficult in the light of the level of hostility that unbelievers are
demonstrating towards them. Thus, the experiences of both believing Jews and believing Gentiles has been very
similar.

26 1@V KoL TOV KUPLOV ATOKTEWVEVTOV INcoDY Kol ToVS T TPoPHToS Kol NUAC EkSIOEAVTOV Kol 0e@) [T GPECKEVTOV
Ko Taowv aviporolg évavtiov — Paul indicts the Jews in the area of Israel for putting to death their Messiah, Jesus of
Nazareth. These same Jews also have persecuted the apostles. Therefore, Paul and his fellow apostolic workers can say
that God is not pleased with the Jews who did away with their Messiah and that they are actually opposed to mankind,
too, because they do not want the truth expressed to them.

27T x@AoVIOV HUEC Tolg EBvestv AaAficon Vo GBMGLY, €l TO GVOTANPACUL ADTAV TOG CUAPTING TEVTOTE.
erégpOocev 8¢ Em’ adtovg N Opyn T eig Télog — Paul’s fourteenth statement of defense is that the long-term effect of
the Jewish unbelievers who try to suppress the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles is that God will express His anger
and condemnation towards them (either when Jesus returns if they are still alive so that they are killed by God’s
judgments as described in Revelation, or at the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20, or both).

These same unbelieving Jews do all they can to prevent Paul and his companions from speaking to Gentiles about
Jesus, whose information would result in their being rescued from God’s eternal condemnation if they embrace it. This
hindering the spread of the news of Jesus in a sense fills up the bucket of judgment for these Jews and will result
ultimately in God’s condemning them and destroying them, which will include the The Great and Terrible Day of the
Lord on the Jews in the land of Israel as they experience the ruthlessness and antipathy of the Man of Lawlessness (cf.
Daniel 2,7-12; Joel 2; Malachi 4; 2 Thesssalonians 2) and death when Jesus returns. It will also include destruction
after the millennial kingdom at the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20 (cf. 2 Peter 3).

28 ‘Hpeig 8¢, a8eh@ol, GmoppoavicdEvTeg G VUMY TPOC KOOV GPOC, TPOSHOTM 0V KUPSIY, TEPIGGOTEPWS
géomovddoauev 10 TPdcOTOV VUMV 1delv v ToALT EémOupnia — The spiritual environment in Thessalonica in Acts 17
was so hostile that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy had to flee for their lives. They then continued to Athens and
eventually Corinth, from where they are writing this letter. Paul, especially, has been, for a short while, physically
separated from the Thessalonians, and he is doing all that he can to get back to see them—as he will say in 3:10, to
complete what is lacking in their understanding of the gospel and encourage them in their faith.

29 §1671 NOeAfoapey EMBELY TPOC VpaC, Yo puev TTadlog kol Gras kol dic, Ko vékoyev UGS O caTOVAG —
However, the opposition in Thessalonica is still so intense that Paul cannot yet return there, even though Timothy has
(cf. 3:1ft.). Satan has found a numerous following in the city to the effect that people are rejecting God and the gospel
which Paul is presenting them.

30 1ic yop MUAV EATIC T} XOPGL | OTEQOVOC TKOwYNoemg — T 0VXL KOt Vel — Eumpocbev oD kupiov Nudv Incod év
T avT0d wapovsia — Paul’s appreciation for the Thessalonians’ belief is so great that he considers them to be a
genuine reason for his bragging (so to speak) as the apostle to the Gentiles when Jesus returns (his parousia = grand
appearance as the king of Israel) and all believers and unbelievers are revealed through the resurrection and ascension
of the former, i.e., those already dead and those still alive respectively. It will be like winning a race and “earning” a
wreath of victory for having persuaded (on a strictly human level) sinners to repent and appeal to God for mercy. And
the joy of receiving this crown is something for which he genuinely hopes, just as he hopes for his own salvation—a
guaranteed expectation that he knows he only has to wait for and it will happen.

31 Yueic yap éote M 86Ea HudV kol M yopd — Again, the Thessalonian Christians are reason for Paul and his
companions not only to rejoice, but also to consider as bringing them a level of honor and recognition because of their
positive response to their presentation of the biblical message. Nevertheless, Paul understands completely that their
faith and lives are not really because of them, but only and ultimately because of God. It is just, from a human
standpoint, that he would really like to be able to feel a sense of accomplishment after his life of fulfilling his
responsibility as the apostle to the Gentiles is over. This is how important to him are these fairly new Christians.

And the same can and should be true for any of us Christians, that we feel that we really have done something to bring
about the kingdom of God by influencing people either to come to genuine belief or to persevere in their belief. We
want to be able to pat ourselves on the back, not out of arrogance, but out of a very human and appropriate desire to
feel that we have done something truly worthwhile in this vg)rld.
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32 A1d unkétt otéyovieg evdoxknoapev KoTtodeipofvor &v "ABfvoug pévor — To make sense of the sequence of details in
Acts 17-18:5, Paul must have sent word to Timothy in Berea to return to Thessalonica, and then Timothy with Silas,
who remained in Berea, rejoined Paul in Corinth.

Consequently, the “we” of 1 Thessalonians 3:1 probably includes Luke and even some other unnamed coworkers,
because Acts 17:14 says that Silas and Timothy remained in Berea when Paul had to flee to Athens. And then Acts 18:5
says that “Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia” to join Paul in Corinth. To fit all the details, the sequence of
events must have been this —

1) Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke, and others come to Thessalonica and then flee to Berea.

2) Paul, Luke, and others flee Berea to Athens, leaving at least Silas and Timothy in Berea.

3) Paul from Athens sends word to Timothy to return to Thessalonica and encourage the Christians there, while Silas
probably remains in Berea. This leaves Paul, Luke, and the others “alone” in Athens.

4) Paul, Luke, and the others leave Athens and travel to Corinth.

5) Timothy finishes his assignment in Thessalonica, travels to Berea where he meets up with Silas to continue his
journey, and the two together rejoin Paul and the others in Corinth.

Therefore, Paul, Luke, and the others keep hearing about the opposition that the Jews are continuing to express towards
Jesus as the Messiah, such that they are rightly concerned about the perseverance of the belief of the Thessalonian
Christians. Their concern is elevated to the level that they feel it necessary to send Timothy from Berea back to them to
encourage them to endure in their faith.

Another way to look at this, though, is that for someone who believes in the sovereignty and faithfulness of God as
strongly as Paul does, he sure got nervous in regard to the perseverance of people’s belief. This is similar to the
situation in 2 Corinthians where Paul describes his leaving Ephesus and traveling towards Corinth to meet up with
Titus who is bringing a report about the Corinthian Christians’ response to his third letter.

This also speaks to the fact that Paul could not tell 100% if people had genuine faith or not, which all the more should
instruct us to judge carefully and humbly the authenticity of people’s faith so that we work to encourage them to
persevere in their faith even if we are relatively convinced that they have it.

B o éméuyopev TiudBeov, TOV ASEAPOV UAY ‘KOl GVVEPYOV TOD Be0D’ &v Td evoyyelim ToD XproToD, eig TO
otnpiéot Vpag kot Tapakarécar T "onep Thg Tiotews YudvV — Timothy also had the ability to continue educating
them in the information about Jesus, which would further help encourage them to persevere in their belief. Thus, Paul
assumes that God will use Timothy in this manner.

Paul calls Timothy “our brother,” meaning their fellow Christian and coheir of eternal life. He also calls him “God’s
coworker with respect to the good news of the Messiah,” meaning that God had given Timothy to Paul as someone who
would join him in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah.

But is this not putting Timothy in harm’s way by sending him back to Thessalonica alone? Why would Paul do such a
thing? It must be that Paul believes that somehow Timothy is capable to fly underneath the radar of those who are
persecuting Christians in Thessalonica. Probably, the Jews recognized in Paul that he was the ringleader in this group
of itinerant preachers. If they can get rid of him, most likely the group will fall apart.

310 rundéva caivesOon’ év Taig OAIyeESLY TOBTOIC. 0DTOL Yo oidate 6Tt el ToBTo Keipedo — Paul and his apostolic
workers explicitly state that their purpose in sending Timothy was so that the Thessalonians would not give up their
faith, even though they were experiencing such a high level of antipathy towards Jesus and them, too. They also assert
that Christians must expect this kind of negative reaction to their faith, because God has absolutely predestined the
world to operate this way.

35 ko yap 8te TpOC VUAC Muev, Tpoehéyouev Vuiv 6Tl pédlopev OAIPecOal, KaBMS Ko £yéveto kol otdate — In fact,
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, before the persecution even happened, warned the Thessalonians of this, because this is
part of their biblical worldview. Then, they all encountered hostility to the message as they said they would, so that the
Thessalonians were able to experience it firsthand.

Thus, Paul probably had a sense that trouble lay ahead in Thessalonica even as they approached the city. The problem
had been the Gentile pagans in Philippi, and the problem in Thessalonica was going to be the Jews.

36 §160 TODTO KAYD UNKETL GTEYOV ETEUWQ €I TO YV@AVOL THY *TIGTIV DUAVY, ui Tog énelpocev vuag O Tepdlmnv
Kol €ig KeVOV yévnton 0 kémog nudv — Paul switches to the first person singular to highlight his anxiety level regarding
the state of the Thessalonians’ belief, that it reached such a height that he just could not stand it anymore and sent
Timothy to find about whether all the effort that they had put into presenting the biblical message to them was possibly
for nothing. Satan as the primary opponent of God and His purposes to rescue undeserving sinners from His eternal
condemnation often tempts people through difficult circumstances to abandon their belief in God and thereby give up
the promised eternal destiny of mercy and life. Paul’s concern is that Satan as this master tempter had succeeded in
dissuading the Thessalonian Christians from persevering in their belief. (cf. Matthew 6 and the Lord’s Prayer, “Do not
lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one,” i.e., save us from abandoning our faith.)

But fortunately God uses these same circumstances simply to test authentic believers and confirm and further solidify
their faith which reveals to them that they do have genuine belief and therefore gives them “hope,” confidence in their
expecting eternal life from God (cf. Romans 5:1-11). And God does this through His faithfulness to His promises to
those whom He has chosen by working powerfully within them through His Holy Spirit.

37 ApTu 8¢ EM06vToC TinoBgov TPOC NUAC G’ DUAV KO eVOYYEMGOUEVOD MUY TV TIGTIV Kol THY GYETNY DUAV KoL
6t €xete pvelav NUAV Gyodnv Tavtote, EXmododvieg Nuag 18elv kabdrep kol Nuelg vudg — Timothy has returned to
Corinth from Thessalonica and brought a very favorable report to Paul and Silvanus of the Thessalonian Christians’

10
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faith—that it is genuine and accompanied by love for their fellow believers, along with a deep desire to see these three
men again.

38 8100 ToDTO TOpERATONUEY, GOEAPOL, €@ VUiV ETL ThoN TH GVAYKY Kol OAiyel Mudv T St Thg Yudv wictewng — The
good report concerning the Thessalonians is now helping Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to endure the additional
experiences in Corinth of the Jews’ hostility towards the biblical truth (cf. Acts 18:6-17).

39 811 viv Cdpev édv Dueic "otrkete v kupip — Indeed, Paul feels a great sense of relief and even life now that he
knows how committed to the biblical message are the Thessalonians. He is invigorated in the midst of the additional
distresses that the three of them are experiencing in Corinth due to the hostility of the world towards the biblical
message.

40 Tivo yap evyapLoTIOY SUVALEDD T@ TBED GVIATOSODVOL TEPL DUAY EML TAOT TH XOPE | Yeipopev U DUAC
éunpocOev 100 "Oe0D MuAV — Paul goes on to comment on how grateful to God he is for the Thessalonians and their
genuine belief, so that he feels that there is no amount of thanks that he could say to God to pay Him back (so to speak)
for the joy that he feels in the light of their authentic belief.

41 yKTOC KO UEPOC VTEPEKTEPIOGOD dedUEVOL EiC TO 181V DUAY TO TPOGCOTOV KO KOTAPTIGOL T¢ DOTEPHUOTO THG
nioteng V@V — The Thessalonians’ faith also leads Paul and his apostolic workers to ask God that they may return to
them and continue educating them. The expression “complete what is lacking in your belief” must be an idiomatic one
that means that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy would like to educate them to the point that they need no more education
in the biblical message, i.e., that they would become like Paul specifically, having a complete and full understanding of
God that is obtainable from the Bible and is the privilege of an apostle. Certainly, the Thessalonians’ belief is sufficient
to gain them eternal life. But the more knowledge and understanding of God the better. This is what all the apostles
believe and write in their letters. Cf. 1 Peter 2:2,19; 3:16,21.

42 AdT0g 88 6 BedC Kol TOTTP NUAV Kol 6 KVprog M@V Incode katevdvva Thv 680v UGV Tpog g — As a sort of
benediction with respect to this last section of 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3:10, Paul indirectly appeals to God to lead the three
of them back to the Thessalonians.

4 dudic 8¢ 6 KVPLOg TAEOVAGOL KoL TepLlooevool Th Gydmn eic GAAGAOVE KoL el TaVTOC KoBdmep KO NUelS eig
vuac — At the same time, Paul would have God ramp up the Thessalonians’ love for all believers in Jesus as the
Messiah, just as God is causing to happen in Paul and his apostolic companions with respect to them.

4 gic 10 oTPiEal DUAV TG Kapdicg TEUEUTTONE vV FayIecvVY EUTPocOey ToD BE0D KO TOTPOS UV &V TH
TOPOVSiY ToD KVPiov MUAV Incod petd ndviev Tdv ayiov avtod, °[aunqv] — The increase in genuine, biblical love
for other believers within the Thessalonian Christians constitutes the verification of the authenticity of their inwardness
and belief that means that they will find acceptance from God at the second coming of the Messiah. As a result, they
will be considered different from others in the world who have rejected the biblical message. In addition, they will, for
the first time, personally meet Jesus, who will be accompanied by all other genuine believers who died before his
second coming and are resurrected at this second coming, as Paul will go on to explain in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11.
cf. Revelation 19:14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on
white horses.

4 Aoumov °odv, Gded@ol, EpmTdueV VUGS KO TapokoAotuey év kupim Incod, °ive kabmhg mapeddfete Top NUAV
T0 TAG del VUGG TEPUTATEIV KOl GAPECKEV BED, TKOOBMOG Kl mepimateite), iva tepiosevnte uaiiov — In the light of
the Thessalonians’ commitment to their eternal destiny that comes through the biblical message, Paul exhorts them to
live accordingly, as apparently they already are, but Paul and his apostolic workers would have them definitely
continue doing so. It seems that, as a general rule, people in the Roman Empire did not treat each other very well. The
apostolic message required that believers live quite differently, and it may have been hard to change old habits. Thus,
Paul (along with the other apostles; cf. 1 Peter) had to keep encouraging his new converts to love one another, even
more and more and more, i.e., to keep going.

46 oidarte YO Tivag Topayyeriog Eddrapey dplv St Tod kvpiov Incod — Indeed, the Thessalonians should consider
the kind of human relationships that Paul, Silvanus, and Timonthy were talking about to be a direct commandment
from God Himself in light of His plans and purposes regarding the Messiah.

47 Tot10 YGp €0TLv BEANUOL TOD 020D, 6 CYLLGUOG VUMV, dméxecOan Vudc amd "t mopveiog — Paul states explicitly
that God requires of His believers that they shun sexual immorality, which was very different from the Thessalonians’
religious, pagan culture that encouraged temple prostitution and, perhaps, even condoned to a degree adultery among
married people, especially in the light of how women were viewed as second class citizens and thus poorly treated.
This was not only simply part of the fabric of these new Christians’ Thessalonian culture but also Paul knows a natural
outcome of their own evil cravings originating in the defining essence of their moral nature that he feels it necessary to
warn them away from continuing these practices within their newly formed Christian community.

4 £i8évon ExaioToV DUAV TO E0VTOD oKeDOC KTAGHL &V arylaioud ko Tuf — Paul uses language here that indicates
that sexual morality is personal treatment of an individual’s body that demonstrates that he honors and reveres his body
as that which has been created and given him by the morally perfect transcendent Creator.

4 év mael émBupiog Kobdmep KoL TO 6V T uY) €idéTa 1OV Bedv — The opposite of honoring one’s body with
sexual morality is to succumb to the natural human passions that lead a person to act contrary to morality, if these
passions are fulfilled in a context other than that for which God has designed them morally. The pagan idolators, who
engage in temple prostitution and culturally acceptable adultery, demonstrate, by their actions, that they do not grasp in
their minds the significance of the transcendent Creator and the morality that He requires among human beings. They
simply allow themselves to be led by their passions within giving them a second thought as to their goodness or
morality in the light of their being a Creator. 11
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30 10 pi OmepPoively Kol TAEOVEKTEIV &V M@ TPAYUOTL TOV GSEAPOV adTOD, S16TL FK81K0C KVPLOC TEPL TAVIOV
T00T®V, KOOMG Kol TPogimapey vuiv kol drepoptopduedo — In this verse, Paul seems to indicate that adultery is not
only immoral, but is also a taking advantage of the weakness of one’s fellow believer who has not quite grasped the
importance of God’s morality in the midst of a very immoral pagan culture.

And they are quick to remind the Thessalonians that they have already mentioned to them that God’s judgment and
condemnation towards those who ignore His moral commandments is real and will be certain. Therefore, just as they
warned them before, they say now that they ignore this to their eternal peril.

S ov yap éxdhesev Mudc 6 edg &mt dxobapoia GAL év ayioud — God’s intent for believers is that they be different
from the rest of the world, who remain hostile to the biblical truth and who demonstrate this through their immoral
behavior, particularly their sexual immoral behavior.

32 To1yopodv 6 GBETGY 0VK BVBPOTOV &OeTEL GAAL TOV B0V TOV °[koi] 8186vTor TO Tvedua adTod TO GYLoV Eig
*opé — To shine God on in this matter is not to reject something that man has made up, which would be the case if the
Thessalonians rejected their former pagan idolatry, or any worldview other than the biblical one. Instead, to engage
wholeheartedly in sexual immorality is to reject the transcendent Creator Himself.

Paul also implies in this verse that, if God is working in the Thessalonians through His Holy Spirit, then they will
embrace what they are saying. Otherwise, they are rejecting the very operation of God within them in addition to God
in His transcendence.

3 TIept 8¢ g @rhadedpiog ob ypeiav Exete Fypd@elv Vuiv, odTOL Yo Vueic 0e0didoktol £5TE £l TO AyaTAY
aAArovg — Paul mentions the second important thing on their minds in regard to the way that the Thessalonians must
live as a result of being authentic believers in Jesus as the Messiah. It is to love one another as fellow Christians.

But exactly how are they taught by God? Two options—1) Paul is referring to what he and Timothy have taught them
during the respective visits, so that it should be translated, “you are those who have been taught by God [through our
visits and teaching you”; 2) The natural, intellectual ideas that God has implanted in all human beings as to how they
should interact with one another.

#1 makes more sense. Now that the Thessalonians have experienced a changed inwardness by the Holy Spirit of God,
they should acknowledge even more willingly the way that they should treat one another as God has commanded them
through Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy.

Thus, in the midst of resisting the sexual temptations that their culture encourages, they should do more and follow
through on all that these men have taught them about how to treat one another.

34 ko yop Toteite adTO T €l TAVTOG TOVG Gidedpolg °[tovg] év 8AN TH Makedovia. Mopakaloduey 8¢ duac,
aderpot, mepiooevely padrov — Paul recognizes that the Thessalonians, based upon Timothy’s report, have been doing
very well in the manner in which they interact with other Christians throughout the Macedonian (northern Greece) area,
which probably includes Philippi. Thus, they encourage them to keep going.

3 kot @rioTiueicBon NovxGlely Kol Tpaocev T 1010 Kot Epydilecdon taic °[idlonc] xepoiv VU@V, Kobmg VUiV
nopnyyeirapev — The religious and social climate in which these Thessalonian Christians are living is difficult and
hostile towards the ideas that they have embraced and towards them as believers in these ideas. Paul and his apostolic
workers tell them that the best way to handle the hostile environment is just to keep their heads down, to pay attention
to their own lives and needs, and to work in a normal manner to meet these needs, thus living as peaceably as possible
among those who would want to harm them. Paul reminds them that he has previously commanded them to do so in
line with the biblical truth.

36 fvo mepumotiiTe EVGYMUOVOE TPOG TOVE FEm Kol undevog ypeiov Exmte — The quiet lives that the Thessalonian
Christians should lead will allow them to behave in a proper manner among unbelievers and to provide for their own
needs, so that they are not reliant on unbelievers for emotional, psychological, or physical support. The idea is for the
Christian community to become as self-reliant as possible so as not to stir up any unnecessary antipathy towards them
from the non-Christian community.

ST 0% reéhopev 8¢ VAG Gryvoelv, GdeApol, TePl TOV "KOLMUEVOV, Tva pi ATHc0e KoO®OC Kol 0l AotTol °ol
€xovteg eAnida — It would seem strange that Paul and his companions had not previously taught the Thessalonians
about the second coming of the Messiah, but, perhaps, they simply feel that it is necessary to explain it again in the
light of the difficulties that they are experiencing. Thus, they are further encouraging them to persevere in their belief,
just as they have been doing. The “dead” would be those who have already died physically and become non-existent in
the present reality. Those with no hope who grieve are hit hard emotionally by the loss of loved ones, because they
have no real basis to expect them to obtain eternal life and to see them again, most likely because their worldview does
not include this on account of their pagan idolatry (as Gentiles) or lack of proper understanding of even the Mosaic
Covenant (as Jews).

38 &1 yop miotevopev 611 Tncodg Grédavey Kol GvEsTN, 0UTOC Kol O 820G ToVC KowunogvTog S1d T0d Incod GEet
oLV ovt® — Paul’s logical conclusion from the death and resurrection of the Messiah is that believers in Jesus will have
the same experience—death and then resurrection to eternal life. The clause tovg xoundéviog dux tod Incod means
those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus as authentic believers and what this means for them
in the light of God’s eternal plans and purposes, i.e., that they rise from the dead and acquire both immortality and
moral perfection in the Kingdom of God.

39 Tobto yop Dpiv Aéyopev év Adyo kupiov, 8Tt fueic ol {dVTeg ol TepIAelTOUevoL gi¢ TV TapovSiay T0D "Kupiov o
un eddcwpev Tovg koundévtag — By what Paul goes on to say, the issue of “preceding” has to do with “always being
with the Lord,” i.e., remaining in the presence of the Messiah as living, eternal beings (cf. v. 17). Thus, Paul and his
apostolic workers are explaining that the resurrection of th‘i? who have already died as believers and being brought
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into the presence of the Messiah will take place before the ascending from the earth of believers who are still alive
when the Messiah returns.

Paul’s speaking of the possibility of his being alive when Jesus returns does not necessarily mean that he
misunderstood the point that Jesus made for example in the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 that his return was a long
way off, which Paul has either figured out from his study of the OT or learned from the other apostles. Instead, Paul is
using himself simply as an example, if it were to happen, which he knows it will not.

0 811 adTOC O KVPLOg &V KEAEVOUATL, £V POVT] BPXOLYYELOV KOl &V GAATLYYL Be0D, KOToBoeTon & 0VPavoD Kol ol
vekpol €v Xp1oTt® dvocticovtar "mpdtov — Here Paul states that the transcendent Creator will issue an explicit
command by means of an “archangel,” a chief conventional angel that will be accompanied by the sound of a trumpet
like the shofar of the Old Testament. The response to this command will be the resurrection from death of believers
who have died prior to this event. At the same time, the “Lord,” who is Jesus in this case, will enter into the present
realm from “heaven,” from his place of existence up to this moment, and he will meet the resurrected believers as they
“rise up first” from the earth.

ol grerto Mueic ol {dVTEG "0l TEPIAELTOUEVOLS Bl GUV ODTOIS CPTaYNOOUEDT £V VEPEAOIG €1 TATGVINGLY TOD
KVplov €ig Gépar Kol 0VTOG TAVToTE "oLV Kupim €oouedo — cf. Hebrews 9:26-28, speaking analogically of a
judgment. After dead believers are resurrected, living believers will themselves rise up from the earth in order to come
into the presence of the Messiah Jesus, so that both resurrected believers and ascended believers will remain for all
eternity in his presence, starting with reigning with him over the millennial kingdom on this earth and centered in
Jerusalem and the land of Israel and ending with the eternal new heavens and new earth after the Great White Throne
Judgment (cf. Revelation 20,21).

02 Qo1e mapakoieite GAAIAOVE &v Toi¢ Adyolg TovTolg — Paul’s purpose in relating this information is so that the
Thessalonians can repeat it to each other as encouragement for their persevering in their belief under the very difficult
circumstances of the persecution they are experiencing. It is as though they want them to say constantly out loud to one
another, “Don’t forget. We will rise up to meet Jesus in the air and be with him forever in the eternal Kingdom of God.
So hang in there through these difficult circumstances.”

93 TTepi 88 1OV XPOVOV Kol TV KOpdV, Gdedpol, o0 ypeioy Exete Vuiv ypdeesbal — An obvious question is, when
will the events that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy have just described regarding the return of the Messiah take place? The
beginning of their answer to this question is that the Thessalonians have no need for them to answer.

% avtol Yo GxpPde oidate 611 T Muépar KVpiov m¢ KAETTNG &v VuKTI 0VTwg pxetan — As in 4:9 regarding what Paul
and his apostolic co-workers have already taught the Thessalonians regarding love, here he is also referring to what
they have already taught them about the coming Day of the Lord.

The reason that Paul and his companions do not give an answer to the Thessalonians is because they cannot give them
an answer, because they do not know when the second coming of Jesus will take place. This is exactly like Jesus
himself, who said in Matthew 24 that he did not know, even though he is the Messiah (cf. Matthew 24:36 — “But of that
day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone”). In addition, this event
will sneak up on people the same way that a thief does not announce that he is breaking into someone’s home so that
they could be prepared for it.

Cf. Joel 2:31 — “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome Day of the
Lord comes.” The “Day of the Lord” refers to the events whereby God doles out His anger and justice on the Jews who
have rejected Him, resulting in their destruction on the land of Israel. Cf. Isaiah 13 where God calls the “Day of the
Lord” the end of the Babylonian Empire when it was conquered by the Medes in 539 B.C. In other words, there have
been at least one other Day of the Lord, but certainly here Paul is referring to that of Joel 2.

The way Paul is speaking here does not have to mean that he expects Jesus’ return to be soon. Instead, he is
encouraging the Thessalonian Christians to live their lives as if Jesus were returning soon, which Paul must know from
his instruction by Jesus is not the case.

In addition, Jesus’ coming like a thief in the night is not referring to there being no obvious signs of his appearance (cf.
Revelation) but to the dullness of the hearts of unbelievers that prevents them from being willing to interpret the signs
correctly and repent of their sin. This is coherent with what Paul says of the Thessalonian Christians in 5:4,5, that they
are “sons of light” and not “of darkness,” that they have embraced the truth and will not reject the obvious signs leading
up to Jesus’ return. This is also in conjunction with the statements in Revelation to the effect that the Jews especially
will continue to reject God even as He brings His judgment and suffering on them. So their being caught oft guard will
not be because of the lack of obvious signs, but because of their impoverished subjectivity. They will be unwilling to
acknowledge that God is in the process of finishing the present age before the millennial kingdom and fulfilling His
promise to the Jews to make them a great nation of believers in Jesus.

0 3rav T Aéyoowv eipfvn kol do@diela, ToTe aipvidiog ‘adTolg épicTaton SAeBpog Homep | MBIV TH &V YOoTPL
£xovon, kol 00 pn "Exevynotv — cf. Matthew 24:37-40, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days
of Noah. As in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the
coming of the Son of Man be.”

Paul is saying, as Jesus said, that the people in Noah’s day who were destroyed by the flood will ignore the signs that
God is sending to warn them of the impending disaster of His judgment. Noah’s building the ark was a clear sign to
them that something catastrophic was going to happen, but they ignored this sign from God. Likewise, the Jews on the
land of Israel who will be destroyed by God at Jesus’ second coming will not be completely surprised by this event and
its consequences, because many signs will be given them t]i@ugh the seven trumpets and seven bowls of wrath of



August 31, 2021 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
1 Thessalonians

Revelation. Instead, they will be hardhearted and stubborn so that they refuse to believe that all is not well for them
eternally right up to the moment when Jesus appears and they find themselves confronting the final wrath and
destruction of God on this earth before the beginning of the millennial kingdom.

cf. Jeremiah 23:17, “[The false prophets] keep saying to those who despise Me, ‘Yahweh has said, “You will have
shalom.”” And as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, they say, ‘Calamity (77¢7) will not
come upon you.””

6 Hueic 8¢, Gderol, 0vk €01 &v okdTeL, Tva 1) Huépor VUG o¢ "kKAEmTNg Kortaddfn — Paul reminds and encourages
his readers that they know as much as one can know about this historic and catastrophic event and that they are
characterized by hearts of faith who subjectively grasp that Jesus is returning to save those like them and destroy those
who reject God and him. Thus, they will not be surprised, because they have embraced the truth of these ideas and will
recognize the signs (cf. Revelation).

7 mévteg yop VpeiC viol QOTOg 0T Kol viol NUépoc. OVK "Eousv vukTdg 0088 ckéToug — Paul labels the
Thessalonian Christians and themselves as people who are able to see clearly what the future holds, just as people can
see clearly where they are going during the day but find it difficult, if not impossible, to find their way at night because
it can be so dark outside. This “clear sight” that Christians have is because of what they know from the biblical
message taught them by Paul and because God has caused them inwardly to embrace these ideas. People of the night
may see physically what is going on around them, but they are hostile to God’s plans and, therefore, willfully and
intentionally blind themselves to what God is doing and will do with respect to His judgment and either eternal life or
eternal death.

8 Gpor 0DV UM KoBEVSMUEY ¢ T ol Aotmoi BAAG Ypnyopduev kol viipouev — Here Paul and his companions liken
unbelievers to those who are sleeping their way through the present realm by not waking up to the fact that Jesus will
return and destroy them because of their unbelief. They are like drunkards who do not and cannot think clearly about
reality so that they face into God’s coming judgment and the possibility of both salvation and destruction, depending on
how a person is relating to God.

Thus, Paul exhorts the Thessalonians and himself not to live life like unbelievers who are completely ignoring that
eventually God is going to bring judgment on all of humanity. Instead, they should move through every moment aware
that the day of judgment is coming and they want to be prepared by being authentic believers in Jesus and acting as
such also.

The task of a human being is to prepare himself for the judgment.

% 01 yap xodevdoviec vuKTOC KoBe8oVGTV Kol 0 "ueBvoKOpEVOL vukTog peBvovew — Thus, Paul confirms that
people who are asleep to the biblical truth are also people who are drunk enough on false ideas that they cannot think
clearly about the reality of God and His plans of judgment and mercy leading to the eternal Kingdom of God. This is in
line with the Thessalonian (and Roman) culture that enjoyed sleeping after getting drunk as part of their living out their
evil cravings in their pagan culture.

70 ueic 8¢ Muépag Gviec viQoUeY EVEVGELEVOL BMOPOKO TIGTEMS KO GYAmNg Kol mepikepaiaioy eATida comtnpiog
— To be “of the day” is to be not only knowledgeable of God’s plans for Jesus as the Messiah to return, but also to
embrace these plans with authentic belief and to wait patiently for God to complete His promises. It also means not
getting “drunk” on the false ideas of the world, but remaining committed to the truth of the biblical message.

Paul then uses military imagery to encourage his readers to protect themselves from the weapons of falsehood, e.g., the
breastplate, what we would refer to as a bulletproof vest, of genuine belief in Jesus as the Messiah and love for one
another as Christians, as well as the helmet of being certain of God’s future mercy and entrance into the eternal
Kingdom of God. These protect the Christian from buying into the lies of Satan in this world and from despairing
instead of eagerly looking forward to the eternal Kingdom of God regardless of what happens in the present realm.

71 811 00K #9eT0 FMpaC 0 BeOCT €l OpyNV GAAN €l TepImoinoy cmTnpiag St ToD Kupiov NUdV Tncod °XpioTod —
Paul and his companions present the reason for complete confidence in one’s future salvation as God’s predestination
of those whom He will rescue from His anger and condemnation. They had mentioned this in chapter 1—1:4 We
appreciate, brothers, who are loved by God, His choice [that is the same as His predestination] of you.

72 100 GmoBavévTog OmEp NUMV, Tva elTe ypNnyopduev eite KodevdoUeY U0 cVV avTd "{fcouev — Jesus is the
means to eternal salvation because he has qualified to be our high priest and advocate at the final judgment. Paul
indicates that this means that those who are still alive, i.e., awake (switching the reference of his metaphors of sleep and
wakefulness), when Jesus returns, or who have died, i.e., are asleep, will always exist together in the presence of Jesus
in the eternal Kingdom of God.

73 Ao mapokaleite GAAMAOVE Kol oikodopegite Teig TOV Eva, kaOhG ko moieite — Here, by the one (tov éva), Paul
and his companions mean either 1) unity of existence with Jesus or 2) Jesus that results in obtaining the fulfillment of
God’s promise of eternal mercy and life (cf. 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4) or 3) the one truth of the destiny of
believers which is eternal life with Jesus. The context points to #3.

Even though the Thessalonians are together whenever they gather as a community of believers, Paul would have them
continue working towards a unified understanding of the truth of their common destiny of eternal life as fully
committed followers of Jesus and what it will be like to be in Jesus’ presence in the Kingdom of God, living in a
morally pure and perfectly loving manner. He is also convinced that they are already continuing this work.

74 Epmtdpev 8¢ vpac, adedgotl, eidévor ToOg KOTIAVTOG &V VIV Kol "TPOIGTOUEVOVS VUMY &V KUpi® Kol
vovBetodvtag vudc — Here the word €idévan as the perfect active infinitive of 0ida, which typically simply means
know, has more of a connotation of appreciate and respect. Paul wants the Thessalonians to appreciate the valuable role
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that these men are playing in regard to their eternal destinies and salvation.

cf. 1:4 We appreciate, brothers, who are loved by God, His choice of you,

cf. 2:1 Certainly [By inference], you yourselves appreciate, brothers, that our entrée into you as a group has not been in
vain.

cf. 2:2 Yet, as you also must appreciate, after suffering beforehand and being scoffed at among the Philippians, we had
the courage in our God to speak to you the good news of God in the midst of a great conflict.

cf. Acts 14:23, “When they had appointed elders for them in every church (xeipotoviicavteg 8¢ avtoig kot
éxkAnoiov tpesPutépovg), having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”
Paul must have done the same thing in Thessalonica, and he encourages his readers to continue to listen respectfully to
the men whom they selected as Christian leaders among them so as to appreciate the valuable role they are playing in
their lives for the sake of their eternal salvation.

The Greek word yepotoviicavieg seems to be formed from the two words xewp = hand and teive = stretch out.
Therefore, these men were hand-picked by Paul as an apostle and Barnabas as an apostolic worker with Paul. It is also
most likely that he would have said to them face to face, “Do not teach anything other than what I have said to you and
taught you regarding Jesus as the Messiah and how he relates to all the other information in the Bible, i.e., the OT”
(which would have been all that existed in Paul’s day). However, after the apostles had died, there was no one with
their authority or accuracy of understanding of the biblical message who could appropriately appoint elders.
Consequently, since the time of the apostles, leaders within the Christian community cannot be said to be actual,
biblical elders. At best, they are simply discussion leaders who are as dependent on only the apostolic documents as
their followers, and they can never be said to have an accurate understanding of them and their message as Paul, Peter,
et al. would have concluded about the men whom they personally appointed.

The word “elder” is first used to refer to leaders of a community in Genesis 50:7, in regard to the leaders of Egypt
@TIER7YIR 7327 (ot mpeoPitepor g yiig Alyvmrtov) who accompanied Joseph to the land of Canaan to bury his
father Jacob. Then, in Exodus 3:16, God commands Moses, “Go and gather the elders of Israel (“)NjU’ IRTTOR) (v
yepovoiav 1@V vidv Iopond) and say to them, “Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, has appeared to me.” The Greek word yepovoio is made up of yep = old and ovoia = being (nominative singular
feminine present active participle of eyu. The Greek word npesBitepog is first used to refer to the elders of Israel in
Exodus 17:5 (28727 "3p29).

75 ko MyeicBon oDTOVG MOTEPEKTEPIGGOD £V GLydmn St TO Epyov avTdv. eipnvedete v "éavtoic — Because of how
priceless is that task of helping other sinners understand and believe in the one, true God for the sake of their eternal
salvation, Paul wants his readers to esteem (1yeic6ou = think, consider, regard) the men whom he handpicked to
continue to lead them in his place.

Also in this verse, Paul points out that part of loving one another is to interact without resorting to harsh words and
impatient behavior.

76 TTapokohoDuey & DUGC, GdEAPOL, VOLBETEITE TOVC ATAKTOVE, TOPUUVBEIGOE TOVS OALYOYVYOVS, GVTéXesOe TV
doBeviv, pokpoduueite Tpog mavtag — Life is not easy for these Thessalonian Christians. Some are probably getting
discouraged and even becoming weak in their faith. Paul encourages all of them to support one another and help each
other pursue obedience to God. In other words, this is not a commandment to only the elder/leaders. The responsibility
to admonish, console, help, and be patient falls on the shoulders of each person in the Christian community.

7T dpaite P TIC KOKOV GvTL KoukoD TIvL 6mod®, AAG TavToTe TO Gyodov Sidkete °[koi] eig GAAAOVG Kol gig
navtag — By the stories that we have in Acts, it seems that people in the Roman Empire were in the habit of paying
each other back in kind if they were mistreated. This unbiblical behavior required a major correction for those who had
come to believe in Jesus as the Messiah. Instead, Christians were required to be forgiving and to pay each other back
with only grace and mercy. And they were also to pursue this in their relationships with the “all” = those outside the
community of believers.

78 TTévtote yaipete — In the context of the whole letter, it makes sense that Paul would have these Thessalonians be
glad with a viable joy in the midst of God’s promise of eternal mercy and life. They should live their lives with a sense
of joy at all times, because they are those who will gain eternal life. The joy is because of what God is doing within
them and for them that will culminate in their gaining the eternal Kingdom of God.

7 gdroeintag Tpocedyecde — In the context of the whole letter, it also makes sense that they are encouraging the
Thessalonians to pray that God will cause their belief to persevere, in order that their authentic Christianity will survive
the harsh persecutions that they are experiencing and they obtain eternal life. And they encourage them to do so as
often as they get the opportunity to address God directly in the midst of everything else they are doing in their lives.
As Soren Kierkegaard has said, “Prayer does not change God, but it changes the one who prays.”

80 gy Tavti evyoploteite T0HTO YU BEANUC Be0D Ev Xp1oTd Incod eic dudc — The promise of eternal mercy and life
should also naturally result in a viable level of gratitude even in the midst of the discouraging and difficult
circumstances that the Thessalonian Christians find themselves. And this is for them who are “in the Messiah Jesus,”
i.e., ensconced with genuine faith in the presence of and instruction of Jesus as their head and leader.

81 10 mveduo um opévvute — Assuming that Paul is referring to the Spirit of God, and assuming they know that it is
impossible to stop God from accomplishing His eternal plans and purposes in people’s lives through the work of His
Spirit within them, and in regard to the fact that Paul uses a term that sometimes refers to fire (“do not quench”( un
oPpévvute)), he is encouraging the Thessalonian Christians to continue thinking and acting in line with the apostolic
message so as to attest to the genuineness of their faith. Helvgants them to persevere in their authentic belief. If they doi
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not, they will not quench the fire of the Holy Spirit within them and among them as they live out their Christianity and
encourage each other to persevere in the faith in order to obtain God’s gracious gift of eternal life. This sounds
irrational but makes sense in the light of the dynamic of God’s sovereign grace and human beings’ personal
accountability and responsibility before God.

This is especially clear in the light of their next statements.

cf. Revelation 2:2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you
put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 and you have
perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 4 ‘But [ have this against you, that you
have left your first love. 5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at
first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place — unless you repent.

82 wpognteiog un é€ovbeveite — Paul along with Silvanus and Timothy were God’s prophetic voice to these
Thessalonians vis-a-vis the biblical message. They were authentic spokesmen for God because of Paul’s calling as the
apostle to the Gentiles. Thus, they taught them that their message should remain the most valuable information to them,
so that they never shy away from it or reject it.

8 navta °8¢ Soxipdlete, 10 kohov katéxete — Indeed, the Thessalonians should see their lives as a demonstration of
the truth of God’s instructions to mankind through the OT and Jesus’ teaching while on earth. This should include their
grasping and not letting go of that which can be considered by God to be good and moral and right. Consequently, the
“good” here incorporates both that which they think in line with the apostolic message, i.e., the truth, and that which
they do in line with God’s moral commandments to the Jews.

84 Gmd movtog eidovg movnpod dméxesde — The flip side of the coin is that they should shy away from falsehood and
evil, anything that is contrary to what God has stated as truth and called people to do and be.

The NASOS translates this, “Abstain from every form of evil.” I have translated €i8ovg as kind. Paul’s admonition is
most likely for these followers of Jesus to avoid any kind of evil that comes along as a temptation to them in their
culture.

85 AVTOg 88 6 Be0C THE eipvng Oyldoot DUAS OAOTELELS, KO OAOKANPOV VUGV TO TVEDUO, KO 1| WYuyT] KOl TO GO
QuUEUTT™G €V TH Topovsie ToD kupiov °Hudv Incod Xpiotod tnpnein — The vocabulary in this verse is difficult,
Paul is saying the same thing in three different ways.

I think that 6Aotedeic refers to the Thessalonians’ completing their goal and destiny as believers in the biblical
message. Cf. James 1:4, “And let endurance have its perfect result (épyov téLelov = goal completing effect (?)), so that
you may be perfect and sound (télelor ki 6A6xAnpor = those who inwardly are sound in their sanctification and belief
in order to complete their goal and reach their destiny), lacking in nothing.”

Also cf. Hebrews 5-10. Thus, he is saying that he hopes and expects (ayidoor — optative) that God will sanctify, make
different from the world his Thessalonian readers all the way to end of their lives in this realm and their achieving
eternal life.

If we understand the spirit as our essential conception of ourselves originating in God’s mind, i.e., what a human being
is going to be all about in the mind of God, then Paul wants this concept to be sound with a genuine orientation towards
God and the truth vs. its being unsound and therefore characterized by an orientation towards lies and unbelief if it
were. Thus, the person is someone who is committed to biblical goodness and morality because his heart/spirit/mind is
truly oriented towards God. It would also mean that the person would be a noble specimen of a human being.

Then, thirdly, Paul wants there personal existence, the expression of them as persons (each one a yuyn = their existence
as a living creature with thinking, feeling, and doing of acts by the choices they make with their wills) in bodily form
(which actually is essential for someone to be a person), to be such that they are kept acceptable to God until Jesus
returns and advocates for them when he inaugurates the Kingdom of God. As a result, they will express their freedom,
character, and ideology (which is really their theology) in a manner that demonstrates that they are sanctfied by God as
individuals. Their soul is referring to their existence as human beings with a particular spirit and heart that is either
dedicated to obeying God or not, and their body is referring mainly to that which contains their spirit and existence. If
God keeps their existences and their bodies which reveal what is going on inside them acceptable, then He is keeping
them without any disqualifying defect up to the time of the parousia of Jesus, his grand appearance as the king of Israel
and the Kingdom of God. This will be the same as being of sound spirit, mind, and heart.

86 1610 6 KaAGY VudC, O¢ ko Torjoetl — Paul states that God always fulfills His promises and will do so in the case
of the Thessalonian Christians, making sure that they reach their goal of eternal existence in the Kingdom of God in the
manner he has described and hoped for with the optative verbs in v. 23.

87°A8elgoi, Tpocedyecte °[kai] mept udv — Paul would have the Thessalonians pray also for the enduring of their
belief, as well as for God’s providing them with opportunities and success in their role as the apostolic workers for the
sake of strictly the Gentiles.

88 Acmdoache Tovg ddelpoic mavtog év eiquott oyio — Paul also wants the Thessalonians to receive with open
arms those whom he sends to them, especially because they are bringing this letter.

89 "Evopkifo dudc 1ov kplov dvayvosdival Thv EmcTolnv Taow Toig T &dedpoic — Switching to the first person
singular, Paul considers the ideas that he is presenting in this letter to be so important that he requires that all the
Christians in Thessalonica get the opportunity to read it or hear it read.

%0 H yépic 100 xvpiov Hudv Incod Xpiotod ped’ dudv — Of course, God’s grace through the Messiah, specifically
Jesus as the Messiah, is what Paul wants ultimately for his readers, because it is the actions of God towards morally
depraved human beings on the basis of His willingness and desire to rescue them from His condemnation that results in
their salvation. 16



