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1 Timothy

1:1 Paul, an apostle of the Messiah Jesus according to the commandment of God our
Savior and the Messiah Jesus our hope' 1:2 to Timothy, my genuine child in the faith—
grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Messiah Jesus our Lord.?

1:3 In so far as | persuaded you to remain in Ephesus while | proceeded to Macedonia, it
was so that you may command some there not to teach different ideas,® 1:4 nor to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, which bring about controversies rather than
God'’s program of instruction which is in the context of belief.* 1:5 And the goal of our
instruction is love from a pure heart, a good understanding, and an unhypocritical belief,®
1:6 from which some have lost their way and wandered into worthless talk,® 1:7 while
desiring to be teachers of the Torah, but not understanding either what they are saying
or the things about which they are speaking confidently.’

1:8 And we know that the Torah is good, if someone declares it correctly,?® 1:9 because
we know this, that the Torah does not exist for the “righteous,” but for the lawless and
rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and disrespectful, for killers of
mothers and fathers, for murderers,® 1:10 for sexually immoral people, pederasts,
kidnappers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching,' 1:11 which
is according to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, with which | was entrusted."’

1:12 | thank the Messiah Jesus, our Lord, for strengthening me, because he considered
me capable for service,' 1:13 even though | was formerly a blasphemer and persecutor
and a violent, arrogant person. But | was shown mercy in that | acted ignorantly in
unbelief.” 1:14 And the grace of our Lord super-abounded while accompanied by belief
and love which is in the Messiah Jesus.™

1:15 The message is faithful and worthy of all acceptance, that the Messiah Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of all."”® 1:16 Nevertheless, on
account of this | was shown mercy so that the Messiah Jesus may demonstrate in me,
the foremost, all patience for me to be an example of those who in the future would
believe in him for eternal life.'® 1:17 Now, to the King of the ages, to the immortal,
invisible, only God, be honor and glory into the ages of ages. Amen."’

1:18 | entrust to you, my child Timothy, this commandment, in accordance with the
prophecies which have led the way for you, so that you fight the good fight with them,®
1:19 having belief and a good understanding, which some have rejected and suffered
shipwreck in regard to their belief,'® 1:20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander,
whom | have given over to Satan in order that they be taught not to blaspheme.?

2:1 First of all, therefore, | urge that prayers, requests, petitions, and thanksgivings be
made on behalf of all men,?' 2:2 including kings and all who are in a high position, so that
we live a tranquil and quiet life in all devotion and reverence.?? 2:3 This is good and
acceptable before our Savior, God,?® 2:4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to
an understanding of truth.?* 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man, the Messiah Jesus,?® 2:6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, the
witness for its own times,?® 2:7 for whose purpose | was appointed a spokesman and
apostle (I speak the truth; | do not lie), and a teacher of the Gentiles in belief and truth.?’
2:8 Therefore, | desire the men in every place to pray while lifting up holy hands without
anger and dispute.?®
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2:9 Likewise also | want wives to adorn themselves with modest “dress,” i.e., with
reverence and right thinking, not with elaborate hairstyle and gold or pearls or expensive
clothing,? 2:10 but what is fitting for wives—proclaiming fear of God through good
works.*® 2:11 Let a wife learn in quietness in all submissiveness.®' 2:12 But | do not allow
a wife to teach and dominate her husband, but to exist in quietness.? 2:13 For Adam was
formed first, then Eve.* 2:14 Now, Adam was not deceived. While the wife was being
deceived, he came into transgression.* 2:15 But he will be saved through childbearing if
they remain in belief, love, and holiness with good-thinking.*® 3:1 This statement is
reliable.

If anyone desires to be an overseer, he desires a good work.* 3:2 Therefore, it is
necessary for the overseer to have a deep-seated commitment, a man of one woman,
level-headed, wise, morally behaved, lover of strangers, a skillful teacher,*” 3:3 not a
drunkard, not a bully, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money,*® 3:4 guiding
well his own household, having children in submission with all reverence,*® 3:5 (but if
someone does not know how to guide his own household, how will he take care of the
church of God?),* 3:6 and not a new convert, so that he not become conceited and fall
into the judgment of the devil.*' 3.7 And it is also necessary that he have a good
testinlcz)ny from those outside so that he does not fall into reproach and the snare of the
devil.

3:8 It is necessary, likewise, for assistants to be worthy of respect, not double-tongued,
not drunkards, not shamelessly greedy for money,*® 3:9 holding on to the mystery of the
faith with a pure understanding.** 3:10 And indeed let these be authenticated first. Then,
let them serve as assistants if they are deep-seated in their commitment.*

3:11 It is necessary, likewise, for wives to be worthy of respect, not liars about people,
level-headed, trustworthy in everything.*®

3:12 Let assistants be men of one woman, guiding well their children and their own
households.*” 3:13 For those who serve well gain a good standing for themselves and
much confidence in the belief which is in the Messiah Jesus.*®

3:14 | am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you quickly,*® 3:15 but, if | am
delayed, so that you may know how it is necessary to conduct oneself in the household
of God, which is the gathering of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.*

3:16 And beyond question the mystery leading to godliness is great—he was revealed in
the flesh, was justified in his spirit, was seen in conjunction with the angeloi, was
proclaimed among the peoples, was believed in the world, and was taken up in glory.*'

4:1 And the Spirit clearly says that in the last times some will fall away from the faith
because they are paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,* 4:2 by
means of the hypocrisy of liars who have had their own understanding permanently
marked as with a branding iron,>® 4:3 who hinder marriage and abstain from foods, which
God created for sharing with thanksgiving for those who believe and who understand the
truth,>* 4:4 because the whole creation of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected but
receiveg3 with thanksgiving.*® 4:5 For it is set apart in light of the statement of God and
prayer.
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4:6 By pointing out these things to the brothers, you will be a good servant of the
Messiah Jesus, being skillful with the words of belief and of the good teaching which you
have followed.%” 4:7 Reject pointless and useless myths, and instead train yourself
towards godliness.®® 4:8 For bodily training is profitable for a few things, but godliness is
profitable for all things, because it contains the promise of life for now and the future.*
4:9 This statement is reliable and worthy of all approval.®

4:10 Towards this we labor and strive, because we have hoped in the living God who is
the Savior of all men, especially of believers.®' 4:11 Proclaim and teach these things.®?
4:12 Let no one belittle your youthfulness, but be an example of believers by means of
your speaking, your lifestyle, your love, your belief, and your complete dedication.®®

4:13 Until | come, pay attention to reading, to persuasion, to teaching.®* 4:14 Do not
neglect the spiritual gift in your case, which was given to you through a prophecy along
with laying on of hands of the elders.®® 4:15 Think about these things, be in these things,
so that your progress will be evident to everyone.® 4:16 Give close attention to yourself
and to teaching. Remain in them, for by doing this you shall indeed save yourself and
those who listen to you.®’

5:1 You should not rebuke an older man. Instead, appeal to him as a father, to young
men as brothers,?® 5:2 to older women as mothers, and to younger women as sisters—in
all dedication.®® 5:3 Honor widows, the real widows.” 5:4 And if any widow has children or
grandchildren, let them first learn to act well towards their own house and to give back a
payment to their parents, for this is acceptable before God.”* 5:5 And the real widow and
the one who has been left alone has hoped in God and continues in entreaties and
prayers night and day.”? 5:6 But the one who indulges herself beyond the boundaries of
morality has died although she lives.”

5:7 Command these things so that they may be blameless.” 5:8 And if someone does not
take care of his own, and especially his household, he has denied the faith and is worse
than an unbeliever.” 5:9 Let a widow be enrolled who is not less than sixty years old, the
wife of one man,’® 5:10 being witnessed in good works, if she raised her children, if she
showed hospitality, if she washed the feet of the saints, if she helped those in trouble,
and if she devoted herself to every good work.””

5:11 But refuse younger widows, for when they are drawn away from the Messiah by
their impulses, they desire to marry,”® 5:12 incurring condemnation because they rejected
the first belief.”® 5:13 And at the same time the women are learning to be idle as they go
around to houses, and not only are they idle but also gossips and busybodies, being
speakers of things that are not necessary.®°

5:14 Therefore | want young women to marry, to bear children, to run a household, and
that no one give an opportunity for reproach to the enemy.?' 5:15 For already some have
turned away to follow after Satan.® 5:16 If any believing woman has widows, let her
assist them and let not the church be weighed down in order that it may assist those who
are really widows.®

5:17 As for the elders who have led well, let them be worthy of twice the honor, especially
those who labor in the message and teaching.®* 5:18 For the scripture says,

You shall not muzzle an ox when it is threshing <Deuteronomy 25:4>,
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and

The laborer is worthy of his wages <summary of OT principle found in Leviticus 19:13, Numbers
18:31, Deuteronomy 24:15, etcl>.85

5:19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three
witnesses.® 5:20 Reprove the sinners before everyone in order that the rest may also
have fear.®” 5:21 | solemnly declare before God, the Messiah Jesus, and the chosen
angels that you guard these things without partiality, while doing nothing according to
favoritism.®® 5:22 Do not lay hands quickly on anyone, and do not share in the sins
belonging to others. Keep yourself dedicatedly pure.®® 5:23 No longer drink water, but use
a little wine on account of your stomach and your frequent ailments.?® 5:24 The sins of
some men are very obvious, leading before them to judgment, while the sins follow after
some.®" 5:25 Likewise also good works are obvious, and the works that have a
characteristic otherwise are not capable of being hidden.%

6:1 As many as who are slaves under the yoke, let them consider their own masters
worthy of all honor so that the name of God and the teaching are not blasphemed.®® 6:2
And let those who have believing masters not despise them because they are brothers,
but let them rather serve them because they are believers and beloved, those who
devote themselves to kindness.

Teach and proclaim these things.* 6:3 If someone teaches differently and does not
agree with sound words from our Lord Jesus the Messiah and with teaching that is
according to godliness,* 6:4 he has become proud, knowing nothing, but instead he has
an unhealthy desire for debates and disputing of words, out of which come envy, strife,
blasphemies, evil opinions,® 6:5 constant arguings of men who have been corrupted with
respect to their minds and been deprived of the truth, supposing that godliness is the
means of gaining wealth.%’

6:6 But godliness is a great means of gaining “wealth” when it is accompanied by
contentment.®® 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so that we can take
nothing out.” 6:8 And if we have food and clothing, we shall be content with these,'® 6:9
while those who desire to get rich are falling into temptation and a trap and many foolish
and harmful desires which sink men into destruction and ruin.'®" 6:10 For the love of
money is the root of all kinds of evil, which some, desiring it, were led astray from the
faith, and they pierced themselves through with many pains.'®

6:11 But you, O man of God, flee from these things, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, belief, love, perseverance, and gentle humility.'® 6:12 Fight the good fight of
belief, and take hold of eternal life to which you were called, and to which you confessed
the good confession before many witnesses.'* 6:13 | command you before God who
gives life to everyone and before the Messiah Jesus who bore witness to the good
confession to Pontius Pilate,'® 6:14 that you guard the commandment by being spotless
and without reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus the Messiah,'® 6:15 which He
will reveal at the proper time—the blessed and only Ruler, the King of those who reign
and the Lord of those who rule,’”” 6:16 the only One having immortality, the One dwelling
in unapproachable light, which no man has seen and is able to see. To Him be the honor
and eternal power. Amen.'%
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6:17 To the rich, command them in this age not to be arrogant and not to place their hope
in the uncertainty of riches, but in God who causes all things richly for us for
enjoyment.'® 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous
and sharing,"° 6:19 while they store up for themselves a good foundation for the future,
in order that they may take hold of life indeed.""

6:20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, while avoiding worldly, foolish
talk and contradicting statements of that which is falsely called knowledge,'"? 6:21 on
account of which some, while professing it, have lost their way concerning the belief.
Grace be with you.""®
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' TTadhog Gméotorog Xpiotod ITncod kot "Emitoynv 00D coTHpog MUAV kol Xpiotod ITncod g éAmidog HuUdY —
Paul greets his audience, Timothy, in these first lines of the letter. He states that he is an “apostle,” one of 13
authoritative and inerrant spokesmen for the Messiah, who is Jesus of Nazareth. And he became an apostle by means of
God’s “commandment” for him to do so, i.e., according to God’s sovereign directive that could not be overturned. Cf.
Rom. 16:26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal
God (xot’ émitoynv 10D aimviov 8eo0d), has been made known to all the nations, leading to Pobedience of faith.

This is the one and only God, who is also the Savior, champion, and heroic deliverer of people like Paul and Timothy
by virtue of the fact that He rescues them from His eternal condemnation and destruction and fights for them in their
lives to cause them to persevere in their belief throughout their lives. these last two things which they deserve because
of their inherent evil. And the Messiah Jesus is their “hope” of eternal salvation and life, because it is through his
advocacy, mediation, and intercession that they can be confident that they will obtain God’s eternal mercy and life in
the Kingdom of God (cf. 2:5 For there is one God and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus).
Paul initially met Timothy in Lystra on his second missionary journey from A.D. 50-54 (cf. Acts 15:36-18:22). He
writes this letter from Macedonia in northern Greece in between writing 1% and 2" Corinthians and during his third
missionary journey from A.D. 54-58 (cf. Acts 18:23-21:17, especially 20:1-3) while Timothy is in Ephesus at Paul’s
request. Timothy must eventually leave Ephesus and catch up with Paul in Macedonia, because 2" Corinthians is
written by both Paul and Timothy.

Cf. 1Tim. 2:3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior. Cf. 1Tim. 4:10 For it is for this we labor and
strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.

2 Tnobée yvnoim tékve év miotel, xapig Eheog eiprvn Gmd 20 Totpdg ™ kol Xpiotod ITncod T0D Kupiov HUGY —
Paul is writing to his apostolic co-worker Timothy, whom he considers to be his own “child” of authentic belief,
because he was the one who first taught Timothy the gospel to which God caused him to respond with genuine belief
during Paul’s second missionary journey (cf. Acts 16:1-3 in the cities of Derbe and Lystra). In typical fashion, Paul
wishes God to continue to grant Timothy His sovereign work of His Spirit within him to cause him to be a genuine
believer and follower of Jesus. He also wants God to grant him mercy (cf. 1:13), which in Hebrew would be His hesed
(in Hebrew), that includes God’s actions based upon His choice to be loyal to those whom He has chosen and in whom
He has already worked to produce a heart of commitment to Him for the sake of receiving His forgiveness. He also
wants God to grant him His peace which in Hebrew would be shalom, His eternal wholeness of life which we acquire
in its complete form when Jesus returns and he establishes on earth the beginning stage of the Kingdom of God.

3 Kabag mapekdresd oe mpocpeivon év E@écm mopevdpevog eic Makedoviav, tvo mapoyyeidng Tiotv un
étepodidaockadeiv — Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus in western Turkey while he made his way west into northern
Greece, Macedonia and towards Corinth because of his concern for the issues there after his third letter to them (his
“letter of sorrow”), and he had commanded Timothy to stop any ideas different from the apostolic message from
entering as truth into the conversation of the Ephesian Christians. It is interesting that this is even happening after Paul
has spent so much time in Ephesus (as much as 3 years — Acts 20:31, “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that
night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”), that there are people within
the Christian community who are not willing to follow his teaching even though he is an apostle and are wandering off
into emphasizing the Mosaic Covenant. But this makes sense in light of what Paul also says to the elders of Ephesus in
Acts 20:25-30, “20:25 And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about proclaiming the kingdom,
will no longer see my face. 20:26 Therefore, I testify to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 20:27 For
I did not shrink from declaring the whole purpose of God to you. 20:28 Be on guard for yourselves and for the whole
flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the gathering of God, which He
purchased with His own blood. 20:29 I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock, 20:30 and from among your own selves, men will arise, speaking perverse things in order to draw
away the disciples after them.”

Keeping people on track with the truth of the gospel is vital in a community of Christians, but it is also difficult because
of how easily people grab onto worldly ideas and incorporate them into the biblical message, as is shown by what Paul
says in this letter and in others. So Timothy’s responsibility as Paul’s right-hand man and someone who understands
the apostolic message as well as he does because of Paul’s having instructed him in it was to encourage Christians to
hold onto only the ideas of the gospel and not allow others to lead them away from it.

4 unde mpocyev pBPoIg Kol yeveahoyiong GmepdvTolg, aitiveg Tek{nTioelg Tapéxovoy nGALov f| "oikovouiov Bg0d
v év wictel — People can talk about unimportant issues and false ideas from the OT which probably result more often
than not in endless controversies between them, or they can talk about the apostolic message centered in the whole
Bible and God’s plans and purposes for this creation, which is the only truly legitimate information within the sphere of
authentic, biblical belief. Paul is encouraging Timothy to urge the Ephesian Christians to pursue discussion of the latter
and to avoid the former.

A possible Jewish Christianity as revealed by Paul’s letter to the Galatians is where Jesus becomes simply an add-on to
the Mosaic Covenant, which remains the focus of Jews’ attention. The problem with putting any religious system, even
a Christian one, at the center of one’s relationship with God instead of the gospel of Jesus and Jesus himself is that it
leads to diminishing the significance of God’s grace. Rather than constantly relying on God’s loving and kind initiating
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in one’s life, a person more and more relies on his own religious performance to please God.

cf. 2Tim. 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and -will turn aside to myths. Cf. Titus 1:14 not paying
attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. These two verses help identify the
“myths” as 1) erroneous ideas contrary to the biblical truth of the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah, regardless of the
religious or philosophical context of the ideas, and 2) most likely coming from the Jewish community which has
misunderstood the OT and created a man-made religion out of what God originally intended. And in this passage and in
Ephesus, it makes sense that Paul is constantly having to confront the error of his present day Judaism wherever he
goes.

cf. Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are
unprofitable and worthless. This verse further confirms that the controversial conversations that Paul wants to avoid
pertain to the OT Torah and Mosaic Covenant.

370 8¢ Téhog THC mapoyyeliog 0TIV GyGTn £k KoBapEC Kopdiog Kol cuveldnioeng Gyadfc Kol TioTEOS
avurokpitov — The “our” is not in the Greek text, but certainly Paul is referring to the apostle’s and apostolic co-
workers’ instruction as contained in the Bible. Therefore, this is “our,” Paul’s and Timothy’s and the other apostles’
and apostolic co-workers’, instruction. It’s purpose and goal are to help people learn to love God and people, particular
Christians, that stems from a pure and clean (single-minded) heart with respect to the gospel, from having a good
understanding of the nature of reality as it pertains to God and sinful human beings, and from having belief which is not
just for show and pretentious, but is genuine and authentic. In this context, the emphasis is on loving people because of
the controveries and arguments which are resulting in the Ephesian Christian community from teaching of the OT by
people who do not understand it correctly.

Thus, loving God and people is first and foremost the result of authentic belief in the gospel of Jesus, in contrast to the
focus on the religious system of the Mosaic Covenant as set forth within the Judaism of Paul’s day. Obeying the ritual
and ceremonial commandments of the covenant is minimal in comparision to loving God and loving and caring for
one’s fellow believers from a changed heart. This is similar to James’ point that “faith without works is dead.”
Basically, faith without true love of God and of people is vacuous and fake.

A ”pure heart” is a committed, inward orientation to God and His promises of eternal mercy, salvation, and life. This is
also a constant and unchangeable orientation because of the work of the Spirit of God within an authentic believer.

A ”good understanding” is an accurate grasp of the good news of Jesus as the Messiah who rescues us from God’s
wrath, condemnation, and destruction and who instructs us to love one another as he loved us, i.e., sacrificially and
with kindness, compassion, patience, and forgiveness (cf. Ephesians 4-6). I do not think that Paul means a “good
conscience” as many Bibles translate this word. The context refers to people who are misunderstanding the OT so that
Paul’s concern is that the Ephesian Christians understand God correctly through the message of Jesus as King, Priest,
and Prophet. This correct understanding also places Jesus at the center of a person’s understanding of God, even for
Jews who still have a national obligation to the Mosaic Covenant.

An “unhypocritical belief” means that a person is not simply observing how other Christians act, speak, and believe and
then parroting them as if one is following a script in a play, but to believe and act as a Christian from a changed heart.
This would mean that the Christian would still act and believe this way even if no other Christians were around in
whose social club he could be a member. Certainly, it is helpful to have especially the apostles through what is revealed
in their writings to be a good model to emulate, but the necessity of each Christian’s belief and actions coming from a
genuine and authentic heart of belief is still there.

% dv Tiveg diotoyoavieg éEetpdnnoay eic potatoloyioy — Paul is clearly not interested in all the talk of the people
who are focused on the Jewish religion derived from the OT, talk which dominates their lives instead of actions of love.
It thus makes the most sense to see the referent of @v as the things which Paul has just mentioned as the goal of his
instruction in v. 5, from which the “some men there” in Ephesus have departed because they are not listening to the
apostolic instruction of the gospel. Instead, they concern themselves with the religious system of the Mosaic Covenant
as a result of the teaching of men who are focused on it and not on Jesus the Messiah and what it truly means to be a
follower of him.

7 péhovreg eivorl vopodiddokalot, uh voodvieg uite & Aéyovowv prte mept tivov StaPefatodvron — Paul is saying that
even though people are students and teachers of the Bible, they may not actually be willing to confine their
understanding of reality to what the Bible says. Instead, they include ideas from the world which are false and/or
immoral and combine these with biblical ideas. In Paul’s context, the “worldly” ideas that were combined with the truth
could be described as a human invention that overlay the Mosaic Covenant, resulting in an overemphasis on the rituals
and ceremonies of the covenant, turning it into a religious system without a heart of love, rather than a heart of love
with religious actions that helped reveal it as such, but did not help as much as acts of love to do so. As a result, these
students and teachers do not actually understand the Bible and what they have studied. And in Paul’s day this was
happening right within the Christian community, certainly not unlike our day where the religious system comes more
from a misunderstanding of the NT than the OT.

8 Oi8apev 8¢ 811 KOAOC 6 VOpOC, &4V Tic adTd vouipng "xpftor — Here “good” probably includes every characteristic
which Paul would attribute to the OT, its inerrancy, its truthfulness, its benefits, etc. But this goodness of the Bible/OT
is valuable only if someone understands it correctly and states its ideas correctly. Contaminating it with false ideas, for
example, would be to state its ideas in a non-Torah fashion, i.e., not torahly.
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9 £idm¢ T0VT0, 6TL Srkoli VOROg 0V Kelton, VORI 88 KOl GVLTOTAKTOWS, GoEPESLY KO GUapTOAOIC, BvOGToIg KoL
BepniAotig, Tatporag Kol untpoigoug, avdpoedvolg — The word BEPniog is used three times in 1 Timothy (1:9, 4:7,
6:20), once in 2 Timothy 2:16, and once in Hebrews 12:16. The context is always people who are abject rebels against
God, i.e., those without respect for God. The verb Befnidw is used in Ezekiel 20:13 for 551 to refer to the Israelites’
rejecting the sacred nature of the Sabbath day according to the Mosaic Covenant. This sounds like the issue in Genesis
3 where Satan encourages Eve to decide for herself what is moral and not consider what God says to be sacred and
divinely special such that it should never be ignored or considered by human beings to be something which can be set
aside without divine consequences.

Thus, Paul is saying that the Torah exists to communicate God and His justice and mercy to people who deserve His
justice and should seek His mercy, i.e., all human beings except of course Jesus of Nazareth. In this context, Paul is
implying that the teachers of the Torah who are wandering into worthless talk do not consider themselves the abject
sinners that they are, thus considering themselves capable of pleasing God through their obedience to the Mosaic
Covenant (maybe even making themselves worthy of God’s blessings). Thus, “righteous” should be in quotes as
referring to those who think they are righteous by virtue of their obedience to the Mosaic Covenant.

10 répvorc dpoevokoitong GvdpamodioTaic YevoTolg ETOPKOLS, Kol &1 Tt £Tepov TH VY1vovon Si8ackaiy
avtikertan — A pederast is the young man who engages in homosexual activity with a younger boy. This practice seems
to have been accepted within Greek culture even prior to the first century A.D. Paul lists it along with the generic term
for sexual immorality, and kidnappers (?), liars, and people who intentionally inject false ideas about others into their
conversations as behavior which is what the OT addresses in order to encourage people to repent and seek God’s
eternal mercy, which is in line with the sound teaching of the OT.

Thus, all these immoral behaviors are prohibited by biblical teaching and the gospel of Jesus the Messiah, meaning that
the gospel is not only about salvation from God’s wrath and condemnation through Jesus, but also about pursuing
behavior according to God’s (not man’s) moral commandments. The inference is that we as sinners cannot genuinely
desire God’s mercy and eternal life without also desiring to be moral people according to God’s definition of morality.
ot 10 edoryyéhiov Tig 86Eng 100 pokopiov Beod, & émotevdny éyd — The gospel is the gospel because it presents
the central idea of God’s mercy to sinners like those listed in the previous verses, and it is the very glory of the blessed
God because it demonstrates just how awesome He is in being willing to forgive those who do not deserve His mercy
and who cannot change themselves to become people who qualify for His mercy. And it is this message which God
through Jesus the Messiah has entrusted to Paul as the sole apostle to the Gentiles.

2 Xdpwv &xm 1@ révduvoudcovti ue Xp1otd Tncod 1@ kupio Mudv, 6t TioTév ue Nyfncoto Béuevog eic Stokovioy —
Paul is using himself as the prime example of the kind of person the gospel has been revealed to save. Jesus ultimately
believed the Father for what He could and would do within Paul to develop him into a person of authentic belief and
carrying out his responsibility as the the unique apostle to the Gentiles. Thus, Jesus taught Paul for the fourteen years
he spent reexamining the Old Testament to figure out what he had missed with respect to the concept of a crucified
Messiah (cf. Galatians 2:1). And Paul is grateful to Jesus himself for believing in what God could do and did with Paul.
In this way, both Jesus and God the Father “strengthened” Paul in his understanding, his desire, and his choosing to
serve Him through Jesus’ work with him reeducating him in the Old Testament.

B3 reo mpdtepov dvia T PAGGOMUOV Kol S1dKTNV Kol DPproTiy, GAL fAendny, 8T1 dyvodv émoinoa év dmiotig — No
matter how evil a person is and how immoral is his behavior in rebellion against God, God can still save him, if He so
chooses. Accordingly, Paul freely admits that his original goal was to stamp out the Christian movement as described in
Acts 8:11f, and that his motivation was not out of a genuine desire to obey God, but out of his own pride and arrogance
in rebellion against God. A blasphemer is someone who willfully speaks lies in contradiction of the truth of God, in
other words, out of a heart of rebellion against God. Nevertheless, God showed Paul mercy and even appointed him the
sole apostle to the Gentiles. The phrase “in that I acted ignorantly in unbelief” is not describing the actual cause of
God’s showing him mercy, but the reason why Paul can call what God did “showing mercy.” Paul’s ignorance and
unbelief could never be said to be a legitimate excuse for his rebellion against God. Instead, he is simply claiming that
he really did not know the truth of the Bible. He had studied the OT but was unwilling to understand it correctly. He
claimed to believe the “truth” of the OT but was actually unwilling to believe it. Therefore, the only way to describe
what God did to him and for him was His “showing mercy,” because Paul as a serious Bible student deserved God’s
condemnation just as much as any sinner does.

It is not that Paul’s ignorance excuses him from being guilty before God for his unbelief. He would freely admit that a
major reason for his ignorance was his unwillingness to believe the truth as revealed in the Old Testament as well as
the evidence demonstrated by God through Jesus of his miracles which affirmed his being the Messiah.

4 Smepemhedvacey 8¢ 1 x&pic ToD KVPiov HUAVY PeTh TioTEMS KO Aydnng Thg &v Xpiot® Incod — Here “Lord” is
the transcendent God, whose grace He extended towards Paul in such a bountiful way that even he, someone who was
wholeheartedly committed to destroying Christianity, became converted to belief in Jesus. It therefore makes sense to
see Paul as connecting both wictewg and dyanng, which can be found to be a person’s experience when he is “in the
Messiah Jesus,” as the believer lives reality within the context of what God is doing to people whom He causes to
become authentic believers in the Messiah, to Paul as that which accompanied God’s gracious work in Paul. What
accompanied God’s grace and inner work in Paul was Paul’s belief in the gospel and his love for God and the people
whom God gave him to proclaim that gospel to them.

Another possibility is that Paul is referring to God’s faithfulness and love for him that accompanied His grace. Thus,
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this would be God’s faithfulness to carry out His plans of converting people and God’s love for these people so that
they become and remain true believers who carry out their tasks assigned to them by God, i.e, their “gift” (cf.
Ephesians 3). I think it is more coherent with vs. 12 & 13, however, for Paul to be talking about the effect of God’s
grace in his life. God through His grace changed Paul’s unbelief into belief AND love, i.e., the “goal of our instruction”
in v. 5. Imagine a human being who changes completely from being mean and violent towards followers of Jesus to
being kind, forgiving, tender-hearted, compassionate, and patient towards them. Only God’s grace can cause this to
happen to the extent that it did in Paul.

15 r20 mpdtepov dvia T PAGGOMUOV Kol StdKTNV Kol DPpLoTiv, GAL fAenBNY, 811 dyvodv émoinca év dmistiq — This
is the whole point of the creation, that God is saving undeserving people of inherent and uncontrollable evil from His
condemnation and destruction through the advocacy of Jesus the Messiah. So this is the most reliable statement in all of
human history and human knowledge, perhaps apart from the statement that there is a transcendent Creator of all the
creation. Or it could be said that because God’s plans and purposes for Jesus are His, then they are just as reliable as
His existence is as the Creator of all the rest of reality. Anything which is in the mind of God and pertains to His plans
and purposes is just as real and reliably true as God Himself. That which is in God is God.

16 g 8160 ToDTO MAENONY, Tver &V Euol TpOTE Eveitntanl ‘Xpiotog Incodg’ v &macay pokpodupioy Tpog
VROTVT OOV TAV LEAAOVI®V TioTEVEWY €T avT@ €1 Lonv aioviov — And because God is all about rescuing sinners
through Jesus, God has and will rescue Paul while having been patient with him before He converted him and even
now showing him patience because Paul remains inherently evil, even as the unique apostle to the Gentiles who is
carrying out his responsibility with such fervor and faithfulness. Plus, Paul was such a violently hostile person towards
Christians. This rightly makes Paul an example for anyone in the future who would choose to believe in Jesus as the
Jewish Messiah in order to obtain eternal life for themselves. They too will be shown God’s mercy along the course of
their Christian journeys in order that they obtain eternal life as Paul will, and this will happen in spite of how evil they
have behaved during their lives.

7T 8¢ Pacihel TV cidvov, ‘GEBEPTO GopaT®’ LoV "0ed, Tiun Kol SOE0 €l TOVE aidVoC TOV aidvev, Gufy —
This is also a reference to the transcendent God. He is the King of the universe who assigns the responsbility of king
and ruler over the universe within the universe to the Messiah. Paul identifies the transcendent God who rightly
receives all the praise and admiration for dispensing His mercy towards undeserving sinners for all eternity.

8 Toytnv thv Topayyeriov Topatifepai cot, tékvov Tiudbee, KT TOG TPOAYOVGOC XL GE TPOPNTELOG, VoL
roTpotevn &v avtaig TV kaAnv otpateiov — God has spoken the gospel for Timothy as an apostolic co-worker (and
for everyone else who is an authentic believer), and the “commandment” which Paul goes on to dissect and delineate in
2:1-15 is part of it.

There is the option that “prophecies” refers to the gospel message of Jesus as the Messiah, but for the same reason
given below, it more likely refers to God’s assigned role for Timothy as an apostolic co-worker.

There is also the possibility that these “prophecies” with its “commandment” are not specific to Timothy because Paul
uses the first person pronoun “I” (e.g., 2:1,8,12) to explain the commandment. However, the very word “prophecy,” or
“prophecies” in this case, seems mostly to be used in the NT to refer to God’s message to a specific individual or
group, which is why this word probably does not refer to the gospel. For example, Acts 21:10,11, “21:10 As we were
staying there many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 21:11 And coming to us, he took
Paul’s belt and bound his feet and hands and said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says: In this way the Jews in Jerusalem
will bind the man whose belt this is and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” As a result, these “prophecies
which “have led the way for” Timothy are those whereby he was assigned the responsbility to accompany Paul as an
apostolic co-worker. Cf. 1 Timothy 4:14, “4:14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift in your case, which was given to you
through a prophecy along with laying on of hands of the elders.”

Nevertheless, Paul would entrust this commandment to any Christian, and now especially to Timothy as someone
whom he trusts to understand the NT message of Jesus as the Messiah. Indeed, this all may mean that the “prophecies”
are God’s spoken ideas which Timothy received directly from Paul as a truly authoritative prophet of God because he is
an apostle.

Paul wants Timothy to “fight the good fight” of battling worldly ideas which could enter into the Christian community
and thus keep the gospel pure within it. Cf. 1 Timothy 6:12 and Paul’s use of the phrase the “good fight of belief.” And
he wants Timothy to do this with his responsibility to be an apostolic co-worker in mind. Timothy’s role is part of
God’s spoken word as God’s directive specifically for him.

19 gxov TioTv Kol dyodny cuveidnoty, v Tiveg dnmoduevol mept Thv micTv évowdynoov — The prophecies to be a
responsible apostolic co-worker along with the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah itself and which authentic believers
actually believe, provide someone like Timothy with a “good understanding” of God and the nature of reality and how
to live within it. But some, like Hymenaios and Alexandros, have rejected the ideas which would constitute their own
“good understanding,” the referent of 1jv to the effect that they destroyed their belief. Thus, they have shown (if they
remain committed to rejecting the gospel ideas) that their belief was “hypocritical,” that it was for show and pretentious
only (cf. 1:5;4:2).

20 Hv éoTv Yuévaiog kol "ALEEQVEPOC, 0U¢ TOPESmKO, TA caTava, Tvo Taidevddow un Pracenuelv — All it seems
that Paul means is that he now considers these two men to be unbelievers (“given over to Satan”) with the hope that
God will work in them and teach them not to believe ideas that are opposite to the gospel. In other words, people can
learn the truth by being confronted by their error and falsehood. Then they really grasp the truth and believe it.
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2L TTopakoA® 0DV TPATOV TAVIMV TOEIGO0L SENCEIC TPOSEVYHC EVIEVEELS EVYUPLOTIOG VTEP TAVIOV AVOPATOV —
This is the first item of the commandment which Paul mentions in 1:18. Just as Paul was saved while being a violent
transgressor against God, God can save anybody, even those who the Ephesian Christians might think are impossible to
save—the government leaders over them. Paul wants Timothy and the Ephesian Christians to pray for God to grant
mercy to all others as commensurate with their own having been given mercy by God. But this also includes Christians,
so that the Ephesian Christians have an attitude of desiring God to grant mercy to all of them, too. This is in spite of
Paul’s knowing that God has predetermined who will receive His grace and salvation. It is still simply a good and right
thing for Christians to pray for all others’ salvation, as well as to be grateful for whatever biblical civility (a tranquil
and quiet life — 2:2) the Christians can contribute to society.

It is not as though the Ephesian Christians must pray for each and every person individually in their city and the rest of
the world, but that their attitude of requesting from God should be that they would want God to save every human
being if this were His choice, which even Paul knows that it is not. But God is Love personified and, therefore, could
save every person whom He has created within the context of His love.

Since Paul lists these four kinds of prayers—prayers, entreaties, petitions, and thanksgivings—he is talking about not
only that God’s mercy for salvation be granted to people, but also that God provide whatever needs are important in
their lives—physical, emotional, psychological, etc. In other words, Christians should care about the whole being of all
other human beings and seek God’s help with respect to whatever their needs might be. In addition, they should express
their gratitude to God for all that He is doing for people according to His providential care for them and His entire
creation.

2 Hmep Pacihénv KoL TAVIOV TV v DTEPOXT GvTOV, va Hpepov kot Novylov Plov Sidyouey &v Tdon evoePeiq Kol
oepvotnT — In the first part of this verse, Paul is not saying “exclusively (or especially) people in government
positions) but “including people...” (thus the interpolation “including”). Plus, as will become clear by the rest of this
list too which is Paul’s commandment to Timothy and the Ephesian Christians in 2:1-15, he is calling for people to
accept the lot in life which God has given them in the midst of accomplishing His purposes and desires, instead of
rebelling against God and demanding that their lives be different. Along these lines, instead of raging against the
government authorities and engaging in angry disputes with one another (cf. 1:4; 2:8), pray that God will save all these
individuals (including their fellow Christians) from His eternal condemnation and provide for their existential needs as
these Christians pursue living “a tranquil and quiet life” in preparation and while waiting for the eternal Kingdom of
God. So this is not about praying that government leaders will lead well and produce a society of tranquility and
quietness, but about Christians’ submitting to God’s sovereignty and pursuing a tranquil and quiet life in contrast to one
of violence, anger, and disputes (like the Apostle Paul before he became a Christian — cf. 1:13) while awaiting Jesus’
return and the millennial kingdom.

Therefore, this paragraph also is not about prayer per se, but about inward contentment in the face of dissension and
disagreement with others, whether they are Christians who are arguing with one another or they are non-Christians,
e.g., government officials, who could even be oppressing Christians in their lives.

And the tranquil and quiet life of Christians is in the midst of their devotion to God and respect for or reverence
towards God. He is everyone’s ultimate authority so that all other authorities exist only because He has caused them to
do so. This does not mean that Christians are forbidden to fight militarily (even rebel) against tyranny and people in
government who are cruel and oppressive (in order to rescue everyone under their authority from the harm which they
are bringing to them). But this becomes an important and thoughtful judgment call on the part of every Christian, which
probably no one but these Christians truly have the right to evaluate because of their close proximity to the
problemmatic people in the government. In our day and age, who really knows the truth about any situation on which
the media report in this world, because who can be trusted to provide accurate and complete information?

23 10010 T KOAOV Kol modekTOV EVOTIOV T0D cwTHipog Mudv 8eod — Appealing to God for mercy for all people who
either do not yet appear to have His mercy or are even a part of the believing community, including people in positions
of authority within the government, is a good thing for Christians to do that is commensurate with the gospel message
which comes from the Savior, God Himself, i.e., the transcendent Creator who has written Himself into the story vis-a-
vis Jesus of Nazareth, the final and eternal Son of David and Son of God.

24 8¢ mavtag Gvepomovg BéAeL cmBfivan kol ic Emiyvmotly dAndeicg éAoeiv — Paul is indicating that, in spite of the
theological concepts of God’s predestination and His intentionally having made two kinds of people, vessels of mercy
and vessels of wrath, we can still say that at a certain level God desires that everyone be rescued from His eternal
wrath. Therefore, it is entirely appropriate for Christians to pray for everyone, that they be rescued by the grace of God.
In addition of course, we do not know who will and will not be saved of the remaining unbelievers out there. So we
pray for the salvation of everyone, knowing that some of them will actually be saved. And we pray for the salvation of
those even within the believing community, because some may actually be genuine believers who need God’s faithful
love to cause them to persevere in belief and some may not be genuine believers who need God’s grace to grant them
belief and then also persevereance.

And God’s desire for people is of an epistemic nature, too—that they understand truth. Our minds are a key element of
our being, that we not only be rightly oriented towards God in our hearts, but that we know and understand the true
nature of reality, of God and His creation.

25 gic yop Oedc, €ig kol pecitng Oeod kol &vBpdTOV, EvBporoc Xpiotdg Incode — Paul is saying that the fact that
there is one God means that there is one ultimate purpose for human beings’ existence, which is that they be saved from
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His eternal condemnation or experience this as their deserved consequence. In addition, the oneness of God reveals
itself in the oneness of the mediator between God and man, the very human Jesus of Nazareth. God’s project is not to
make people happy through earthly circumstances in the present realm, but to save them from His eternal
condemnation as they live out their lives now with thanksgiving, joy, belief, and the confidence of God’s guaranteed
promise to them of the eternal Kingdom of God.

26 5 §ovg £0VTOV GVTIALTPOV DIEP TAVIOV, TO LOPTUPLOV Kapoig idiolg — Jesus bore witness to his role as mankind’s
advocate before God by willingly dying on the cross. As a result, he can stand between God and man, appeal to God for
mercy, and ensure that people are rescued from the condemnation and eternal destruction which they deserve. This was
for “all men” in that Jesus would be willing to intercede for every individual of the entire human race if God so
commanded him, even though the Bible says that it will be only a subset of humanity for whom Jesus does this. And
his death is for and within all the “seasons/times” where Jesus participates in the earthly realm, both now and after
God’s destroys the present realm and creates a new heavens and a new earth which will constitue the eternal Kingdom
of God.

2T teic O £TEOMV £y KHPLE KOl ATOGTOMOC, GAHBEILY Aéym T 0V yevdopot, S13doKkarog E0VAV év TioTel KOl
aAndeiq — Paul reminds Timothy (as if he really needs to) that God has appointed him to take this information of God’s
oneness and Jesus’ oneness to the non-Jewish world in order to encourage these people to believe in Jesus and be
rescued eternally by God, indeed, even to government leaders when and if he is given the opportunity. Just as Paul
would not shy away from teaching the gospel to both the powerful and the powerless in society, he wants the Ephesian
Christians not shy away from praying for any of the same and their salvation.

Paul uses this statement of “I am not lying” in Galatians 1:20 also, and here it seems superfluous in a letter to his
trusted co-worker Timothy. Therefore, one option is that it is simply an idiomatic expression that everyone used with
respect to ideas or information that they all would agree are true. It is just a means of emphasis when emphasis is not
necessarily even needed, but the speaker/author perhaps just wants to use it anyway, maybe more for himself as an
encouragement than for anyone else.

Another option is that it describes Paul’s role as an apostle—that he has been granted by God to speak with both
authority and accuracy in regard to the biblical message of Jesus as the Messiah. In other words, it is a standard
statement of his for defending himself within his apostolic role, not that he really needs to with Timothy. But he does
so more out of habit perhaps than anything else. It is as though he is saying, “I really am an apostle!!”

28 BovAopo 00V TPocEVXEGOOL TOVS GVEPOS &V TOVTL TOT® EMaipovTOg OGI0VE YEIPOC XOPIC OPYRG KOl
rdiodoyiopod — This verse lists the opposite of tranquil and quiet of v. 2, anger and arguments. The teachers who are
focusing on the OT are only created an atmosphere of controversy. And it is preventing the Ephesians from combining
their loving efforts in prayer for all men for their salvations. This is just as applicable in modern times where doctrinal
and liturgical controversies and arguments have resulted in denominational splits within the Christian community, but
also an emphasis on preserving churches and church organizations instead of truly seeking to understand God through
the Bible with genuine humility. This likewise has resulted in preventing the entire Christian community from being a
unified, prayerful community on behalf of all men for their salvations.

God would have Christians raise their hands so to speak in order to demonstrate their submission to God and His
sovereignty while asking Him to rescue people who are not currently changed inwardly, even if they may be the ones
who are causing the pain. This is fitting for their role within human society.

2 "Qoavtog T[Kol] yuvaikog v KaTaoTOM "Kooui® HeTd 0idode Kol cm@PosvVIG KOGUELV EQVTAC, 1Y &V
TAEYHOOTV Kol "Ypuoi 1 popyopitalg 1 patiopud rolvtedet — It seems to me that Paul is speaking not to women in
general but to wives in particular, because most women in that culture were married for proper protection within
society and under the law. Therefore, this has to do with the role of Christian wives within marriage just as the previous
paragraph was about the role of Christians in society.

Paul is using “dress” metaphorically to refer to wives’ inward adornment of moral virtues and understanding of reality
which comes from understanding the gospel. This is preferable as an implication of the gospel to being overly
concerned about outward dress and beauty. It is not that outward dress and beauty are immoral, but a wife with
authentic belief should be more concerned about her inward beauty of a changed heart and commitment to God and the
things of God than to her outward appearance. This is not easy in our culture, and it is not easy even for husbands, but
Christians’ concern for the condition of their heart, the truthful quality of their thoughts and ideas, and the intent of
their actions towards morality and obedience to God should be ultimate in their minds because of God’s work within
them through His Spirit.

30 BN O mpémer yovanEiy émayyellopévorg OeocéPeiay, St Epyov dyabdv — Thus, outward adornment of how a wife
dresses is not important, but inward adornment with outward works of morality are. By their pursuit of morality, wives
proclaim their reverence for God and desire for His salvation through Jesus as their advocate.

3 Tuvn év Novylg poveavétm év mdon vrotayi — Paul wants wives to demonstrate an inward quietness and calm in
the midst of learning about how two people, a husband and wife, should behave towards one another in a marital
relationship. So the instructions with respect to the gospel and how to live out their individual designs as human beings
are primarily to come from the husband, and she is to accept her place in the marriage relationship as he explains what
God has called them both to do with respect to the gospel, morality, and life. Thus, the husband is responsible for
learning from the Bible and the gospel what his wife and he should believe and do for the sake of their eternal
salvations (cf. Genesis 2 and the commandment of God for both Adam and Eve) and to observe their individual designs
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by God and lead them to live them out. Thus, the husband is primarily responsible for thinking through how his wife
and he should implement the gospel in all the areas of their lives according to how he is designed and how she is
designed. Thus, they together should work out exactly what their particular marriage and lives look like as based upon
the gospel message.

But this is certainly offensive to people in our culture. However, if the husband is committed to his wife’s eternal and
temporary well-being as much as he is to his own (cf. Ephesians 5), then how can a woman object to her husband’s
desire and instructions on how life may go well for both of them (which centers on the gospel)? In other words, Paul is
assuming here that the husband is all about loving his wife in order to help her obtain eternal life, so that the wife’s
imposing her selfish will on him that could possibly lead to their rebelling against God simply does not make any
sense. Nor of course does it make sense that the husband would selfishly dominate his wife instead of merely carrying
out his responsibility as the head of his wife with humility and genuine belief in the gospel and love for God and his
wife.

So there are two issues here—1) the order of creation whereby the husband is the head of the wife, so that he has the
primary responsibility to ensure the well-being, especially before God and for all eternity, of the two of them, and 2)
the wife’s not allowing her sin to lead to her dominating her husband in regard to these issues (which is the same case
in the previous paragraph for all people who must be willing to submit to their governing authorities under the
sovereignty of God and not lash out at them in anger, seeking to impose their selfish will on them out of rebellion
against God, for God is ultimately the One who has put their government leaders in position over them). Inward
quietness and humble submission to God’s sovereignty and His story is so important for any Christian in whatever
context he or she finds himself or herself.

Another key assumption that wives should always take into account is that they are dealing with morally depraved
sinners, even if their husbands are authentic Christians and longing for eternal salvation. Therefore, they, as Eve should
have, must always be careful not to unwittingly or unduly become an agent in their husbands’ disobeying God by
suggesting that they do so something wrong (as Eve did by suggesting that they eat of the prohibited tree). The wives
must keep in mind that their husbands are just a simple choice away from rebelling against God, which will be
detrimental to their relationship. Instead, as much as possible, they must encourage their husbands to keep learning the
gospel and obeying the gospel for the sake of the two of them, in order that they both continue living it well and
persevering in their belief until they acquire eternal life at their deaths or when Jesus returns, whichever occurs first.
This would be the ultimate for her in helping her husband in his role while also helping herself because of both the
short-term and long-term benefits.

32 B18doKely 8¢ Yovakl ovK EMITPET® 0VdE 0vBevVTElY Givdpdc, AL eivan &v iovyia — Some interpret this as Paul’s
prohibiting women from teaching heresy on the basis of 1:18ff. Of course he prohibits her from teaching heresy, just as
he would prohibit anyone from teaching heresy. So Paul cannot mean this here.

Instead, Paul does not permit a wife to impose her own will (av6evteiv) on her husband whereby the husband would
choose to rebel against God. This would be similar to what happened with Adam and Eve, but there Eve was not
imposing her will but simply offering Adam the fruit of the tree from a position of deception, not domination. And
unfortunately Adam chose to rebel against God—even though his wife Eve was certainly not seeking to dominate him.
3 ASau yop mpdtog émhdion, eito. EBo — This is a reference to Genesis 2 and the story of the creation of Adam and
Eve. The implications of the order of the creation of the two first human beings is Paul’s drawing the conclusion that
the husband is the primary person in the marriage relationship, while the wife is given to him as a helper (cf. Genesis
2:18, 718, pondOv). Therefore, there are two distinct roles, the head (husband) and the helper (wife), where the husband
should set the tone of the marriage for living out his and his wife’s calling before God according to their design and for
continuing to learn about and follow God based upon the truth available, e.g., from the Bible for those who have lived
since its writing beginning about 1500 B.C. with Moses.

The fact that Adam and Eve and every married couple after them have different roles within the marriage with the
husband as the head and the wife as his helper does not constitute a difference in status or importance before God, but
simply a difference in role. Their status is equal because they both will inherit eternal life, just as a person in
government may have a higher status when it comes to leading regular citizens, but if they all are bona fide Christians,
then they will all acquire eternal life equally. Their roles are different in the present world, but the outcome of their
lives with genuine belief is the same. This is true for husbands and wives also. Therefore, Paul may be writing this
because the wives had concluded that since they were of equal status before God, their role was basicalliy the same as
their husbands.

But what if the wife knows the biblical message better and is even a better teacher of it? Certainly she should share her
ideas with her husband who is still responsible for taking the biblical message and using it in their marriage to help
them both live their lives wisely and well before God in order to obtain their mutual goal of eternal life. In other words,
he should take the initiative to learn from her in order that he might think through with her what the implications of the
gospel are so that they both can then live it accordingly for the sake of their eternal well-beings. Thus, he is always
leading in regard to the most important element of their lives—learning and living the gospel.

3 ko "ASGp 0vK AroTien, 1 88 Yoy "éEamatnosicn &v Topafdoet yéyovev — A wife might want to object to Paul’s
teaching that she learn from her husband with submissiveness, because it is clear in Genesis 3 the first husband, Adam,
willfully chose to rebel against God. So why should any wife listen to her husband if Adam was a good example of
only what was possibly to happen in every marriage, rebellion against God by the husband? Or a believing wife might
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object to being her unbelieving husband’s helper, because what Paul is saying really only makes sense to her in the
context of two spouses who are both believers. His answer is going to be that there is a possibility that Adam eventually
did become a believer and will be saved, and the same is true for the Ephesian wife’s unbelieving husband.

So this verse is not about Eve’s falling into transgression, but about Adam’s deliberate rebellion against God through
the agency of his wife, Eve. She was genuinely deceived by Satan when she chose to think that deciding for herself
what was moral was a way to grow up and mature in the eyes of God by eating from the tree which was prohibited for
them to do. Adam was not deceived in his choice to eat the fruit of the tree, and he cannot (nor should we) blame Eve
for his and their disobeying God. He knowingly and willfully rebelled against God—in line with his inherent moral
depravity and hostility towards God. And he takes all the blame for the two of them violating God’s commandment not
to eat of the tree. Adam could have said, “No, Eve, this is not right for us to do.” Instead, he deliberately chose to eat
and disobey God. Thus, his “transgression” into which he came (yéyovev) was not a change from being morally perfect
or innocent to being immoral or guilty. It was a change from not deliberately disobeying God by eating of the
prohibited tree to eating of it in direct violation of God’s commandment.

3 seomoeton 8¢ St Thg TeKvVOyoViaG, E0V pelvmotv €v TioTEl KO GyGmn KoL Gyloud Hetd co@pocvvng — Paul is
still talking about Adam, to the effect that he will possibly find salvation from his overt and deliberate act of rebellion
(and his inward moral depravity) against God by virtue of Eve’s childbearing which hopefully results (and it does) in
people of genuine belief who carry out God’s desires which results in the Messiah as God’s unique human instrument
of salvation, i.e., through her agency as a bearer of children and eventually the Messiah. This statement by Paul can be
derived from Genesis where the ramifications of what God says in Genesis 3 is that eventually through the birth of the
Messiah, Jesus brings salvation to Adam and, by implication, to everyone who is willing to take advantage of the
childbearing of Eve (the “they”) as this results eventually in the Messiah.

Thus, Paul is saying that the possibility of salvation through the woman mitigates the direct rebellion of his eating of
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, which is an argument against any wife who would think it is permissible to
dominate her husband because of Adam’s rebellion, even though Adam was formed first and then Eve.

This reference to childbearing is a general one in contrast to Adam’s giving Eve her name because she was the mother
of the “living,” i.e., of those who attain eternal life like her through genuine belief in God.

36 rmictog 6 Adyog Ei Tic émiokoniic dpéyeton, kahod pyov émibvuei — The first three words go better with the
previous paragraph, i.e., the “statement” of Paul where he draws from Genesis to make his point that wives not fight or
dominate the men whom God has made as their husbands, but instead they should help their husbands who are
responsible for heading up their wives and leading them in the commandments of God which will bring about the
present and eternal well-being of both their wives and themselves within the context of the gospel and its ramifications
for the two of them. This is in line with God’s statement in Genesis 2 that Eve was a “helper suitable” for Adam.

The second part of this verse is about men who would like to help other Christians continue to learn and grow in their
understanding of the apostolic message. Paul is saying that this is definitely a good desire, but these men should exhibit
certain characteristics in order to be carry out this task appropriately.

opéyw is used in 1 Timothy 6:10 regarding the longing for money and in Hebrews 11:16 regarding the OT saints who
long for the millennial kingdom.

37 &1 00V TOV EMIGKOTOV GVETIANUTTOV EIVOLL, LGS YOVOIKOG GvEpOL, VIQGALOV COPPOVE KOGHIOV PILOEEVOVY
Sdaktikév — An elder’s life must coincide with the NT message of Jesus as the Messiah and all its implications.
averniinumtog is used also in only 1 Timothy 5:7 regarding widows and 1 Timothy 6:14 regarding Timothy. It is
referring to a commitment to the truth of the gospel and its call to morality that is constant and deep-seated, so that
even though the person is a sinner, it is clear to everyone that he/she is serious about God’s message and His definition
of morality in the present life.

wag yovaukog Gvdpa is used also in 1 Timothy 3:12 regarding deacons/assistants and Titus 1:6 regarding elders and
refers most likely to a husband who is not committing adultery but is remaining dedicated and faithful to his wife and
his responsibility to be her head that would be hard in the sexually immoral society of 1% century Ephesus where all
men would have practiced sexual immorality with temple prostitutes as that which was expected in their culture and
religion.

vnedAov is used also in 1 Timothy 3:11 regarding wives of assistants/deacons and Titus 2:2 regarding older men and
refers to being self-controlled, levelheaded, calm, and sensible in the midst of chaos.

cw@pova is used also in Titus 1:8; 2:2,5 and probably refers to much the same—calm, wise, sensible, prudent in
situations that require true thoughtfulness.

koopov is used also in 1 Timothy 2:9 regarding a wife’s manner of dressing and refers to someone who acts in a way
that does not make his fellow Christians cringe, i.e., his behavior truly reflects the moral calling of the gospel.
@uAdEevov refers to being loving and caring towards others, whether a person knows them as friends, acquaintances,
etc. or not.

Sdaktikdv is used also in 2 Timothy 2:24 and refers to someone who can convey the message of the gospel so that
others can understand it.

He must demonstrate a mature level of controlling his own immoral passions, have a good sense of right and wrong
from the gospel, live a morally orderly life, be willing to interact lovingly with people outside the Christian community,
and have the ability to articulate the apostolic message for the sake of communicating well to others.
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3 um mépovoy uh TARKTNV T, GAA Emieikh dpoov dpthdpyvpov — Here Paul says that an elder must be temperate in
his use of alcohol.

nifktnv is used also in Titus 1:6 regarding elders and means that he also must not act in such a way as to bully people
into belief and following the leadership of the Christian community. Instead, he should be gentle (éniew cf.
Philippians 4:5; Titus 3:2; James 3:17 regarding the wisdom from above; 1 Peter 2:18 regarding masters of slaves
where the former are not gentle) which probably implies a willingness to respect not only God’s sovereign control over
other people and their belief, but also people’s individuality and individual responsibility to learn the gospel and belief
of their own free will, not because they feel any pressure from anyone else but God. An elder must not be pugnacious,
i.e., not disposed to fight (=dpaxov used also in Titus 3:2 regarding all Christians) and pushed by his insecurity or
arrogance into fighting with people over issues pertaining to the gospel. He also must not give in to his natural sinful
passions to obtain that which he does not have simply because he has to have it for his own self-worth or need to feel
good about himself.

a@irlapyvpov is used also in Hebrews 13:5 and refers to someone who is not wedded to money as that which ultimately
satisfies him.

39 700 18{0v 01KOV KOADG TPOIGTAUEVOVY, TEKVOL EXOVTO, £V DTOTAYT, uetd Tdong ceuvotntoc — An elder must be a
man who understands the gospel and its ramifications for practical everyday living, so that he is able to treat his family
with love, patience, respect, and genuine care while also sharing his knowledge with his children. They, in turn, find
their father’s love and care so attractive that they respond to him with respect and reverence. Is Paul expecting all of an
elder’s children to be authentic believers? Probably not completely, but as long as the children are young enough to be
under their parents’ roof, that they at least are willing to obey their parents who hopefully are treating them with love
and respect according to the gospel. Thus, this qualification is more about the father than it is about the children.

40 &1 8¢ 11¢ 10D 18iov 0iKOV TPOGTHVEL 0VK 0ideV, TG EkkAnciog Beod émpeAiceton — Paul likens the guidance a
man can give to his family to that which he can give to the Christian community where he interacts with others of the
same belief in Jesus as the Messiah. It is a matter of continuing to be loving and caring towards his fellow Christians
and to present the important ideas regarding God and His mercy which should result in people pursuing a lifestyle of
morality and love in a true biblical sense, whether within a family with young children or within the community of
believers. Thus, the elder’s fellow Christians find it easy and right to treat him with reverence because of how loving he
is being towards them.

41 um vedeutov, Tva u Tuemdeic ic kpino éuméon 100 draPdrov — There is something about going through a period
of time of experiencing what it means to be a Christian in this world that is quite humbling, or at least should be. It is
good to get a little beat up by the world as a Christian in order not to become prideful with respect to one’s new found
faith in Jesus. Through the difficulties of life, a person learns just that much more how his belief and Christian life are
the result of the work of God and His grace, not the effect of his own natural, human efforts. This produces a degree of
humility within the Christian so that he can lead others in their Christianity with greater patience and compassion.
Pride goeth before destruction and the fall — Proverbs 16:18. As long as someone remains prideful about his new found
Christianity, he is at risk of incurring God’s condemnation and not salvation, because the latter requires the necessary
condition of authentic humility, that everything a person has that is truly good comes from God.

42 561 8¢ T kol popTupioy KOANY Exely Amd TOV Fmbev, Tva U eig OvelSiopov Euméon kol Tayida tod Stapéiov —
Even among people who can assumed to be still hostile to the biblical truth, a person who desires to help others stay on
track with respect to the apostolic message as an elder should be for the most part well respected. This probably refers
to the person’s honesty, integrity, and civility within society more than anything.

Reproach and the snare of the devil is to be criticized for doing what is wrong and deciding that the wrong which one is
doing is right instead of agreeing with God’s definition of morality—like Eve in Genesis 3. So even if outsiders prefer
to act immorally, they are able to confirm that the elder is acting in a manner different from them, i.e., morally, and is
treating them with kindness and grace.

Conceit leads to deciding for oneself what is right instead of humbly submitting to God’s definition of morality. If the
elder falls into reproach, then he has chosen to follow the unbelievers into their immoral behavior while thinking he is
permitted to do so—for whatever reason. This is the snare of the devil in which Eve got caught and which Paul wishes
that the men who are elders avoid. Cf. Genesis 3.

4 Alokévoug GeoVTOE °oeuvovs, u SAGyous, Ui oive ToAAG Tpocéxovtag, un aicypokepdeic — These
characteristics apply to any Christian, but Paul lists them for assistants within the Christian community who will help
the elders carry out the practical means of care and concern for one another. Cf. Philippians 1:1 for another reference to
the people with this role within the community of believers.

oepvovg is used also in Philippians 4:8 in regard to thoughts that are worthy of respect and 1 Timothy 3:11 and the
wives of deacsons and Titus 2:2 and older men. It refers to that which is worthy of respect and honor, i.e., that which is
true and moral.

Sd1Adyovg = double speech, i.e., speaking both truth and falsehood for one’s own selfish gain.

un olve ToAL® mpocéyovtag = basically not someone who gets drunk with wine

aioxpokepdeis is used in Titus 1:7 regarding elders and refers to greed.

Thus, assistants’ moral behavior and treatment of people should elicit respect because they are kind, gracious, and
truthful in their interactions with others. If they are double-tongued, then they are willing to lie just as much as tell the
truth—especially with respect to the apostolic message of the gospel. Like the edlers, they should be temperate in their
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use of alcohol. They should also not be aggressively pursuing money at the expense of their love and genuine concern
for others.

4 gyovtog 1O puoTipov THG TioTeng év kabapd cuverdrioel — Like the elders, these assistants should be well
grounded in the apostolic message and capable of understanding it well. After all, they are helping people to live out
the implications of the gospel, and the best way to help in this manner is to understand the gospel well oneself.

The “mystery of the faith” is that which was hidden prior to the actual appearance of the Messiah but now has become
clear through his life (with his words and miracles), death, resurrection, and ascension—especially his death, which is
just so unusual.

A “pure understanding” is one that is not contaminated by worldly thoughts that have their examples in documents of
the NT.

4 ot 00101 88 Sokalécbncav Tp@TOV, elta Srokoveitwsav dvéykintol dvrec — Like the elders, it should be clear
to everyone that these assistants are genuine believers in the apostolic message and serving others in a manner that is
commensurate with it. This keeps them blameless before God as those who will obtain God’s eternal mercy because
they are demonstrating their belief in the gospel with the entirety of their lives, which is what will qualify for God’s
mercy.

The genuineness of people’s belief is best discovered through the trials and suffering that they experience as Christians,
when they persevere in their belief and continue to long for God’s eternal mercy more than relief from their pain. Then
their service of others is in the midst of the confidence by these other people that they are being served by those of
genuine belief.

46 Tyvaikog Goavtog oeuvdc, un StoPdrove, vneaiiove, miotog év mactv — Wives of assistants (and by
extrapolation elders) should demonstrate genuine belief also, not pursuing evil according to God’s adversary, Satan, but
controlling themselves as best as possible towards pursuing goodness and that which is moral, and faithfully holding to
all the information about Jesus and its implications.

oepvag — same as above for assistants, worthy of respect and honor for their Christianity.

un SreBorovg — not constantly speaking ill of others

vneoaiiovg — also above for elders, self-controlled, levelheaded, calm, and sensible in the midst of chaos.

motag v naowv = faithfully fulfilling their responsibilities or demonstrating genuine belief in everything they do.
Both end up being the same.

47 S1dcovol €6TOGOV LA YOVOIKOG GvOpec, TEKVOY KOAME TPOToTAUEVOL KO 1OV idiov oikmv — In the light of the
pagan culture which encouraged temple prostitution, Christian men should remain loyal to their wives, and here
specifically the assistants to the elders (as Paul has said about the elders in 3:2). In addition, their grasp of the gospel
should be passed on to their families as part of their serving the whole community in living out the implications of it.
This is just as the elders should be continually leading and caring for the entire Christian community with the truth of
the gospel.

48 o1 yop KaABC Srakovicovteg PoBUOV £0VTOIG KUAOV TEPLTOLODVTOL KO TOAMV Tappnoiav év wicTel T év
Xpio1® Inocod — By fulfilling their God-given responsibilities as assistants to the elders in caring for the community of
believers as to their spiritual, physical, emotional, and psychological well-being, these men gain a good-standing before
God that will result in their being eternally saved from His condemnation, and they also gain a self-confidence in the
authenticity of their own belief. They are living out their God-given giftedness in a genuine manner, and both God
knows it and they know it.

Y Tabtd oot ypdem EATiLov éLeiv “rpdg 68\ ‘év 1dyer™ — Paul now transitions from the importance of Christians’
living out their appropriate roles within society (all Christians), marriage (wives), and the Christian community (elders
and assistants/deacons and their wives) to the importance of continuing to convey the truth of the gospel to Christians
(until 5:1).

Perhaps thinking that Titus will bring a good report from Corinth and freeing him from having to Corinth himself to
help with the situation of sin there (cf. 2 Corinthians), Paul expects to come to Timothy soon and continue this
conversation of encouraging him and the Christian community in which Timothy is currently participating as Paul’s
apostolic co-worker. However, instead Paul will meet up with Titus who is coming from Corinth and actually does
bring a good report, Timothy will join Paul in Macedonia, and then they all will go to Corinth, which will bring the end
of Paul’s 3" missionary journey.

30 gy 8¢ Bpadvve, Tva idfic TdC Sei &v olkm 020D GvacTpépeshat, T E0TIV EKKANGIo 020D {®VTOG, GTOAOC KOl
&dpaiopa thHg aAndeiag — If Paul is delayed in coming to Timothy, this letter is intended to serve as an adequate
substitute for what he wants conveyed to the Christian community in Ephesus where Timothy is. The primary purpose
of the letter is to educate the Christians in how they should treat one another within this specific group of believers in
their city. In addition, Paul indicates that the gathering of authentic believers is the “pillar” of truth, meaning that it
stands there in the larger society validating the stable and enduring nature of God’s truth of the good news of His mercy
to people who deserve only His condemnation and destruction if it were not for His sovereign grace in their lives. This
gathering is also the “foundation” and “establishment” of the truth in the sense that it demonstrates that the gospel has
become an enduring fixture in the world, never to be rooted out by anyone or anything, because God will ensure that it
remains on into the millennial kingdom and the eternal new creation afterwards. Everything God is doing in the world
as it heads towards the 2™ coming of the Messiah is building on the foundation of authentic Christians as that group
which is permanently established in the world until Jesus’ second coming.
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Sl kol "OpOAOYOVUEVOS LEYO EGTIV TO THC EVCEPEIOG LVGTHPIOV "OG EQavepHON €V GapKi, ES1KOLMON &V TVEVIATL,
AEON dyyélotg, £knpvydn £v 0vecty, €meTeVON £v KOGU®, GAveAuEOn v 86EN. — Because the truth which Paul
mentioned in the previous verse is centered in the man Jesus of Nazareth, he is the primary example of how someone
should treat another believer in God in that the transition of his not being present but only predicted by the OT to his
being present as a real human being and godly person is his going from being a “mystery” to actually existing on earth
in human history. In other words, Jesus is the “mystery of godliness” in personal form.

Paul mentions in what very well could be the form of an early Christian hymn the salient points of Jesus’ existence. He
became a man, his inwardness was truly good and right, indeed morally perfect, his appearing on this earth was in
conjunction with the transcendent God’s revealing Himself at least three times by the audible voice which identified
Jesus as His beloved Son (cf. Matthew 3:17; Matthew 17:5; John 12:28), his identity as the Messiah and all the
important ideas which go along with his role as such were declared by his authoritative spokesmen to both Jews and
Gentiles, both Jews and Gentiles believed the truth of his being the long-expected Jewish Messiah, and after he had
completed his initial responsibilities as the Messiah, Jesus was lifted off the earth as a profound indication of the
awesome and wonderful nature of his fulfilling his initial responsibilities as God heads toward having Jesus catry out
his final responsibilities as the king of the eternal Kingdom of God.

cf. Acts 1:22 beginning with the baptism of John until the day that he was taken up from us (&veAjupon G HuUdAV) —
one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.

2 To 8¢ mvedpo PTdg Aéyel T1 v DOTEPOIC KOPOIC BAmOGTHOOVTAL TIVeS THG TIGTEMC TPOGEYOVTES TVEVLUGLY
rrAdvolg koi dackariong doupovimv — Somehow Paul has found out from God, probably through even his study of
the OT, that people will appear to embrace the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and Savior, but they will
become influenced by the world with its ideas and behavior that are influenced by Satan and his deceiving, spiritual
followers, to the point that people will abandon the actual faith, probably while continuing to claim that they are
authentic believers in Jesus. This same kind of claiming to worship God appropriately but being sidetracked into
worldly worship is what happened to the Israelites. A clear example is in Amos where the leaders and people of the
northern Kingdom of Israel are convinced they are appropriately following the Mosaic Covenant when God says that
they are not. So Paul could be drawing the conclusion that this same kind of self-deception is most likely going to
happen within the Christian community also as the time draws near for Jesus to return. Therefore, there is all the more
reason for Christians to pay very special attention to learning correctly and sticking with the biblical message. The
tendency to distort the truth is so easily fulfilled that we must all be constantly vigilant to what we think we know of
the Bible and how we are living it.

33 gv drokpicel YendoAdymV, T KEKOWGTNPILCUEVOV TV 18ioy cuveidnow — It is probably best to assume that Paul is
referring to these people as those whose hearts have not been changed by God and therefore are enslaved to their moral
depravity. Thus, their hypocrisy is a play acting at Christianity, not a genuine pursuit of it with authentic belief. Their
incorporation of worldly ideas and practices means that they are lying about the true nature of reality, because they are
not embracing the truth of the biblical message only. The fact that they are stuck in being hostile towards God and
friendly towards only their own moral depravity means that their minds and understanding of everything is permanently
scarred and therefore wrong, the same way that a branding iron scars and permanently marks the skin of an animal (or a
slave in the 1** century Roman Empire?).

34 kOAMOVIOV YoUELY, ATéxecOol BpoudTov, & 6 0e0C FKTICEY €1 LETEATUWLY UETH EVYUPIGTIOG TOIG TLGTOIC KO
éneyvokoot thv aineewov — People who do not grasp the true nature of Christianity turn both singleness and fasting
into virtues when God intended marriage and eating to be enjoyed by Christians, not used for religious purposes as
measuring sticks of Christianity. Consequently, a kind of asceticism becomes the declared standard and practice of
morality, which is simply wrong in the light of God’s statements in the Bible to the opposite effect. Cf. Genesis 2.
Adam and Eve are married, and they are encouraged by God to eat of the food that is available to them—except for the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

35§11 maw ktiopo 080D KoAOV KoL 008EV GmoPANTOV LeTd evyoploTiog Aaupovéuevoy — This world is not perfect by
any means, but God has lovingly provided human beings with all sorts of enjoyable things within it, including marriage
and food. Therefore, to make abstaining from either one a virtue is to disregard God’s loving provision for everyone.

36 gyiageton yop i Adyov 0eod ko évievteme — God has stated through the revelation of His ideas via the Bible that
marriage and food are things that He has designated for people to enjoy, especially people who understand that God is
the source and provider of the most intimate relationship possible and physical nourishment for His creatures. And it is
not that prayer magically sets marriage and food apart from its not being special and used by God in a person’s life, but
that a person’s prayer of gratitude for both demonstrates that he understands the loving nature of God to provide human
beings, and especially people of authentic belief, with intimate relationships between a man and a woman as well as
physical sustenance and nourishment. It is as though there is a symbiotic relationship between God and believing
people, whereby the match in their ideas regarding the true nature of reality makes for a wonderful divine-human
harmony, in spite of people’s continued sin at the level of their moral essence.

The only other use of évtev€ig in the NT is 1 Timothy 2:1.

ST Tadto VToTIOéUevVOC T0ic Bdehpolg kaldg Eom Sidkovog Xpiotod Incod, évipeduevog ol Adyolg Thg TioTemg
kot Tig karfg Sidackarag ™ "rapnkorovdnkog — Certainly, marriage makes sense as something which would
come up in a discussion of the biblical message of God’s salvation, but it’s also interesting that the message of Jesus as
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the Messiah includes ideas concerning food. Timothy’s continuing to teach the right perspective on marriage and food
will promote the truth of the gospel.

38 Todg 8¢ BePrrovg kol Ypoddelg uvbovg Toportod. Mduvale 8¢ ceavtov mpog evoéPelov — A possible meaning of
ypowdelg is “fit for elderly women,” perhaps referring to ideas that people with dementia might invent. As a result, the
ideas lack authentic connection with reality and rationality. They are simply foolish and useless. In this context, the
ideas of the hypocritical liars are outside the boundaries of biblical truth. As a result, they are “myths” and not truths,
and Paul is encouraging Timothy to stay clear of them.

Rather than following ideas that are clearly unbiblical, Paul wants Timothy to train himself to pursue what is good and
right in God’s eyes, both in mind and body, i.e., what a person believes to be true and how he acts. This is authentic
“godliness” in line with the core ideas of the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah.

39 yap copoTikh Yopvocio Tpog OAyov 0TIV M@EEMPOG, 1 8¢ eVGEPelo TPOC TAVTa OGEEMUOG 0TIV Emaryyelioy
éxovoa Lofig Thg vov kot Thg pellovong — This further reveals that Paul has been talking about a kind of physical
asceticism which the hypocritical liars will promote, and he admits that there is a kind of keeping one’s body under
control that is appropriate. Nevertheless, it is true “godliness,” i.e., true physical morality which is actually in line with
the message of God’s mercy through Jesus the Messiah, and it is this way of acting externally which will result in a
good kind of living now that is centered in authentic belief and eternal life in the future. This indicates that God has
called His people not just to a new inwardness in their very beings, but also to an external life which corresponds to
authentic biblical morality. Nevertheless, it is the inwardness which is truly God’s “life” within His people in the
present realm.

%0 m1610¢ 6 Adyog kot méong Gmodoyic G&log — cf. 1 Timothy 3:1.

6l gic T0DTO YOp T KOTMIBUEV Kol "ayovilopeda, 6TL "AATiKouey £l Bed (HVTL, O¢ E6TIV CWTNP TAVIOV GVOPAOTMOV
udAsto Tiot@v — Referring to what he just mentioned as the promise of life inwardly now and eternal life in the
future, both of which are part of what can be reliably spoken of because they come from a faithful God, Paul says that
Timothy and he labor to present this message so that people can enjoy both kinds of life from God. And it makes sense
to do so because God is alive and well and fulfilling His promises to those whom He has chosen. This means, too, that
He is people’s Savior, rescuing them from His eternal wrath, condemnation, and destruction, and Paul says explicitly to
make it clear that this salvation pertains to people with authentic belief.

2 Mopdyyedde Tobta kot didooke — Next Paul commands Timothy to do that which he has just said they labor to do.
Thus he adds an imperative to the statement as a way to enhance his point that their responsbility to declare the good
news of God’s eternal mercy to Gentiles is vital and must be done.

63 Mndeic 6ov Tfig VEdTNTOC KOTAPPOVEIT®, GAAX TUTOC Yivoy TV TIGTAV &V AOY®, &V VG TPORT, &V Gydmn, T év
nictel, €v ayveig — cf. 5:2 and the only other use of ayveig in the NT, which is related in the OT to the word for
Nazirite (cf. Numbers 6:2,21, 7"1J), one who willfully dedicates himself to God in order to be completely different
from the world (and the rest of Israel) and its rebellion against God. For example, the Nazirite was required to abstain
from drinks and food whose source was the grape, to leave his hair uncut, and to stay away from corpses. Thus, the
word 713 is a step above the word &-2. All the Israelites are supposed to be &2, but some of them can choose to be

7.

Thus, Paul is encouraging Timothy as a bona fide follower of Jesus the Jewish Messiah and a fellow apostolic worker
in disseminating the gospel to the Gentiles to raise the level of his commitment and dedication to God to the highest
level possible for a human being. By doing so, he will prevent anything in his life from being something which people
could legitimately criticize with respect to the truth of God, especially if they think that he is too young to speak
confidently about the gospel. He is young, but he should also be loving and an example of committed belief and moral
purity when he speaks and acts in front of others.

% Enc Epyonon Tpdoexe T Gvoyvaoet, Th Tapokiioel, TH didaockario — Until Paul has an opportunity to join
Timothy in Ephesus, having gone to northern Greece, i.e., Macedonia (cf. 1:1f.), he commands Timothy to keep
reading any available OT writings out loud to people, to keep urging them to take these scriptures seriously as the
inerrant communication of God by the human authors, and to keep explaining them in a helpful manner to those who
are present so that the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah is shown to be at the heart of the OT.

Paul may also be referring to this letter as appropriate reading material for the community of believers in Ephesus.

5 UM Guérer ToD €v ool XupicLoTog, O £806M GOl St TPOPNTEINC HETE EMOECEMC TOV XEPDY TOD "TpecPutepiov —
God somehow made it clear to Paul and others that Timothy’s grasp of the apostolic message made him particularly
valuable to Paul as a co-worker in his fulfilling his responsbility to travel and work to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.
Therefore, Paul encourages Timothy to remember what God, he, and other leaders within the Christian community
somewhere (perhaps in Jerusalem? It would seem best to interpret it this way) all recognized to be true about Timothy.
This reminding himself would be a beneficial way to motivate himself to keep going in what he is doing, even if others
try to find something about him to criticize and discourage him from working as an apostolic co-worker.

It is always good to remind ourselves in the midst of difficult circumstances which have robbed us of motivation that
God is using each and every one of us in His continuing to make the gospel obvious and available to the rest of the
world. Every morning, we can wake up and know that we will important to someone with respect to the message of
God’s eternal mercy through Jesus the Messiah.
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% todtor peréta, &v TovTOIC 1001, Tvar cov 1 Tpokonh @ovepd | T maowv — “These things” = the ideas from the OT
writings which correspond to the apostolic message which Paul learned and has been teaching the Gentiles, which
Timothy likewise has learned from Paul so that he can assist people in continuing to learn these ideas. Paul wants him
to immerse himself constantly in these ideas as part of the way he fulfills his own responsibility to God and makes it
clear to others that he is designed to do so.

7 gmeye ceavTd Kol TH S1800KUAQ, ETiueve 0DTOIC TODTO YOP TOIDV KO CEAVTOV CMOGEL KO TOVS GKOVOVTEC
oov — Again, avtoig = the same biblical ideas which constitute the apostolic message. By continuing to believe these
ideas, Timothy himself will obtain God’s eternal mercy and salvation, and by continuing to teach these ideas, those of
authentic belief who learn from his teaching will also obtain the same. This is Timothy’s life, his spiritual gift from
God, what he is all about as a human being in this created reality. Paul wants him not to get discouraged by anything
which would distract him from this “gift” from God and instead pursue doing it with every fiber of his being.

3 TpecPuTépe uN EMTARENG GAAYL TOPUKEAEL OC TOTEPOL, VEOTEPOLS ME GdeApovg — 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 is a section
where Paul instructs Timothy in how to deal with certain people within the Christian community in Ephesus, i.e., men
both older and younger than he is, women likewise different in age, widows, the actual elders of the Christian
community, and slaves of both unbelieving and believing masters. The point is that Christians are to treat each other as
family.

Here in 5:1 Paul is encouraging Timothy probably not to let his youthful exuberance get the best of him so that he
would treat older men harshly after they have misbehaved according the gospel. Instead, he should treat them as he
would his own father whom he loves and with whom he hopefully would be willing to be more patient (although we all
know that sometimes fathers can be more difficult to love than other men).

Likewise, Timothy should treat younger men as he would his own blood brothers, again, with patience and love.

9 wpesPutépoc hg unTépoc, ventépoc Og adedeic &v tdon dyveiq — Similarly, Timothy should treat older women as
though each one was his dearly beloved mother, and then younger women as though they are blood sisters—again, with
patience, love, and grace.

Paul uses the word &yvelq again as he did in 4:12, meaning that Timothy’s commitment to God and behavior humanly
speaking need to be a cut above any other Christian’s, because he is an apostolic co-worker. See note at 4:12.

70 Xnpog tipo téig dvtog yfpog — This sounds as though there were women who claimed to be “widows” just to take
advantage of others’ willingness to support them when in reality they could support themselves in another legitimate
way.

It was most likely the case in that culture that not only were women considered second class citizens, but they lacked
the ability to become independently wealthy, even after their husbands died and left some quantity of inheritance
(probably to his sons), or to find genuine care and support from the rest of the culture after their husbands had died.

Tl el 8¢ Tig y1poL TEKVOL 1) Eyove Exel, THOVOVETOGOV TPATOV TOV 1810V 0ikoV eVGEPELV KAl GIoPAC Gmodidovor
701G TPOYOVOLS T0DTO YA €0Tv T Gmddektov évdmiov to0 Beod — Whereas in that culture children may have lacked
genuine love for their mothers so that if their fathers died, they acted in a less than supportive manner towards their
mothers, Paul is saying that it is good and right that children pay their parents back for raising and providing for them
by caring for their mothers or grandmothers who all of a sudden become widows.

721 8¢ BvTOg Y1NPOL KO PEPOVOLEVN HATIKEY ML "OEOV KO TPOGUEVEL TOUC SENGEGLY KOl TOIC TPOGEVYOIC VUKTOC
ko nuépag — Paul would hope also that women who became widows at a younger age in comparison to our culture, for
example, would not allow their immoral passions to get the best of them and be led by them in opposition to the
biblical message of Jesus as God’s mercy for the sake of acquiring His eternal mercy. Instead, he would hope that they
continue to pursue morality with the goal of eternal life in mind, continually appealing to God to help them do so.

31 8¢ onatordco {doo té0vnkev — Cf. James 5:5. But if a widow who has claimed to be a follower of Jesus chooses
to pursue immorality after her husband dies, then she basically has died herself — to the truth and to God’s mercy. She
is acting like an unbeliever even though she is still physically alive.

74 ko TardTo TopdyyeAde, Tva dvemiAnumtol dowv — Paul wants Timothy to state these last ideas as commands from
God and from him as a genuine apostle to the Gentiles. It makes sense that they can be commands because of God’s
requirement that the lives and actions of Christians coincide with the message of the gospel, that God is saving them
from immorality and will transform them into morally perfect beings in the eternal Kingdom of God. By living lives
commensurate with the gospel, people can consider themselves “blameless” before God, i.e., justified and declared
forgiven for the sake of eternal life. God will not consider them condemned but saved instead.

73 &1 8¢ Tig 1AV 180V KoL pdAioTa T oikelov 00 Tpovoel, TV TioTv fpvnTon Ko f6Tv dmictou xeipov — It makes
sense that the masculine pronouns here are generic, that if either a man or a woman refuses to act in a caring and loving
way towards his or her family, then that is a direct denial of the gospel, which makes the person worse than an abject
unbeliever, because they are claiming to be Christians while refusing to live in a manner which corresponds to biblical
Christianity. Their Christianity is merely hypocrisy and play acting. We are to help our family members spiritually,
intellectually, emotionally, psychologically, financially, and any other way that is loving when they are in need.

76 X1jpo. KortaAeyEGHm Ut FAQTTOV £TOV EEHKOVTO YEYOVVIX, £VOC GvEpdg Yuvn — see below

7T &v #pyoig KaAOIC LOPTLPOVUEVY, €l ETEKVOTPOPNGEY, £l £Eevoddymoey, el Gylmv Todag Eviyev, ei OBMBopévolg
Emnpkecev, el Tavtl Epyo dyodd énnkolovdncev — Because she has demonstrated outwardly sufficient actions which
correspond to the good news of God’s mercy so that Timothy and others can be quite confident that she is an authentic
believer, the widow who is at least sixty years old (this is surprising; people did not live very long in that culture) is
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permitted to “be enrolled,” which probably means that she has applied for social security within the Christian
community and is eligible to be supported by her fellow Christians. She must not be promiscuous but instead helpful
towards her family and other Christians. Thus, she demonstrates a life commensurate with the gospel which (hopefully)
reveals the genuineness of her belief and that she is not pretending to be a Christian just to get other people’s support.
78 vemtépag 8¢ YHPOC TaPaITOT STaY YOp KATAGTPNVIAGOGY 100 XpioTod, youeiv 6éhovotv — This being drawn
away from the Messiah is on a moral level, i.e., to abandon the moral implications of the gospel. These young women
desire marriage (protection within society as well as an opportunity to satisfy all their passions?) above the gospel and
its hope of eternal life. Cf. 5:14 where Paul encourages marriage for young women. In other words, these young
widows’ desire to marry itself is not wrong. It is their rejection of Jesus in the midst of it that somehow is.

79 gyovoon kpipa 811 THY TPV TioTv Reétnoay — It does not make sense that Paul is opposed to younger widows
getting married (cf. 5:14), but instead he is opposed to their abandoning their belief in the Messiah in the midst of
allowing their passions to control them away from morality. Therefore, the “marry” (youeiv) of v. 11 is more a being
interested in earthly things than eternal things of the Kingdom of God. It is this “tendency” that Paul suspects could
come to fruition in a heartbeat in younger women that causes him to be cautious about enrolling younger widows in the
same “program” of the Christian community supporting needy people. Perhaps he is thinking that the idle time that
these younger widows on support would have would not serve them well (cf. the next verse and the word épyait). They
would have too much time to think and feel, making them more susceptible in the youthfulness of their faith to be
controlled by their immoral passions and not by an authentic desire to do what is right.

80 Guo 88 KoL GPYOL POVBGVOVGTV TEPLEPYOIEVOL THC OlKitG, 00 LOVOV 88 Gpyol ALY KO GAVAPOL KO TEpiepyoL,
Aorovoon to un déovto — Here the issue is the women, perhaps referring mostly to the younger women, having too
much time on their hands that their interactions with others is not healthy from a moral perspective. They need to busy
themselves with genuinely caring for and loving people in need rather than busying themselves with frivolous
discussions about people and issues that are simply better left alone.

The word dpyou is used to refer to not only idleness, but also uselessness. In other words, Paul is concerned about the
younger widows engaging in activity that is not useful to either their faith and salvation or others’ faith and salvation.
The issue in these verses is to think about the gospel in such a way that a person’s behavior serves God and the ideas of
the gospel in a moral fashion, clearly revealing that they are committed to God’s mercy and transformation into morally
perfect people in eternity.

81 BovAopo 00OV vemTépog YOUEL, TEKVOYOVEely, 0ikodecmoTelv, undepioy Gpopuiv S186voL Td GVTIKEUEVD
Lowdopiog xapwv — This statement helps tremendously in interpreting youeiv in 5:11 as something other than genuinely
marrying someone for good, biblical reasons. Paul’s desire for young women (even young widows) is to be moral
family members with a husband and children in order not to have too much time on their hands and give Satan, our
adversary, an opportunity to lead them away from not only morality, but also the faith and genuine belief in Jesus as the
Messiah for the sake of obtaining God’s eternal mercy and life through him.

82 /8n yap Tiveg éEetpdnnoay dnicm oD catave — Paul senses that some of the younger women in Ephesus have
given up their belief in the Messiah and have succumbed to a life of immorality in contrast to what the messianic
message calls them.

8 el ric T moT £xeL yMpac, "Emapkeitem odTAlg Kol ph Papeichm N EkkAncio, tva Toig SVTMg XHPoLS ETOPKEST —
Here Paul is reiterating the concept that family support is the best support within the Christian community. If believing
women have widows who are related to them, they should work at caring for them in order that the rest of the Christian
community does not have to do so. This way, other people who may not have family members who can care for them
can take advantage of the resources of the rest of the Christian community. This just makes good sense in the light of
God’s call for Christians to love one another. There is certainly something to their love being as efficient and
widespread as possible.

84 01 koA TPoecTOTES TPESPVTEPOL SITATC TIUHAC GEWVCOOGAY, LEAIGTO Ol KOTIAVTES £V AOY® Kol S1dackaig —
The EBC interprets Paul to be talking about paying “elders” financial remuneration for their leading and double what
other “elders” receive if they preach and teach. But it makes more sense in the light of 1 Corinthians 9 that the “double”
aspect is to be paid, just as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9 that God has ordered that those who proclaim the gospel (the
apostles and apostolic co-workers) receive their living from their work. However, Paul would never demand this of
people who have not fully grasped the meaning of God’s grace, i.e., that salvation is a completely free gift and cannot
be earned. So while an apostle “earns” his living from proclaiming the gospel (as the Levitical priests “earned’ their
living from performing the duties of the temple), the apostle must be careful that the people who pay him his wage are
not thinking that God is paying them their wage by their faith and obedience to Him, which was something that the
Corinthians were struggling to grasp.

85 Aéyer yap M ypapy Boiv GAodvIa 0 QrudcEIS, Koib GElo¢ O Epydne “Tod uichov® avrod — This verse from
Deuteronomy 25:4 and the summary of the principle from multiple verses in the OT present the right principle that
someone who does good work deserves some kind of recompense for it. In this case, Paul is most likely talking about
financial remuneration to elders for teaching the people well as directing appreciating this work for the sake of their
persevering in their faith and acquiring eternal salvation, mercy, forgiveness, and life.

cf. 1 Corinthians 9 where Paul speaks of the apostles’ receiving financial support from the people to whom they
proclaim the gospel, and yet it is only if the people are clearly grasping the concept of the grace of God.

And the fact that modern churches do this out of having set up an institution with salaries for its employees is probably
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not something that Paul would agree is the appropriate way to handle this issue. In other words, this method is too
institutionalized.

86 xartdr TpeoPUTEPOL KaTYOPiOLY pH TOPadE 0V, PEKTOC £l Uh £ SVo i Toidv uepTipev — Timothy is in a rather
unique position, where as an apostolic co-worker of Paul, he is overseeing the overseers of the Ephesian Christian
community. And, because of mankind’s continued inherent moral depravity after God causes people to become
authentic believers in Jesus, that even elders would find themselves in a situation where their sin has manifested itself
within the Christian community. Therefore, Paul is saying that it will not be unusual if Timothy hears from the other
Christians that an elder has sinned in some way, and the sin and the sinner need to be confronted by him.

Paul wants Timothy to be very careful that this sin really exists and so uses the OT concept of “two or three witnesses”
to communicate how careful Timothy needs to be. Paul is implying that the problem may be with the person who
brings an accusation against an elder to him, not with the elder. This is why some verification of the person’s complaint
by others is important in order to assure the his sin really does exist and that it is not the accuser’s issues which are
motivating him to make something up or possibly distort the situation.

87 Todg ™ dpaptdvoviag vamiov mévtov Aeyye. v kol ol Aoirol eBov Exmotv — Paul’s use of the plural here is
interesting. It sounds as though he is assuming one of two possibilities—1) that not only will there be an elder who has
sinned, but also will there be others whose sins have become obvious, or 2) that not only will there be one elder who
has sinned but also will there be more than one in this position. Probably #2 is correct in the light of Matthew 18, so
that Paul is implying that elders have a greater responsibility of their lives being open to the rest of the Christian
community for the sake of everyone’s understanding the importance of sin in the light of the gospel. Willful pursuit of
sin is wrong for anybody. It is especially wrong for someone who has been encouraged by Paul and Timothy to lead
people in their living out the gospel, especially by reminding them of the apostolic message for the sake of their eternal
salvations and acquiring complete freedom from sin through moral perfection.

88 Aropoptopopot Evamiov Tod 0e0D kot ‘Xpiotod Tncod® kol @V EKAEKTAV &yYELmV, TV TADTO QUAGENS XOPIC
TPOKPIHOLITOG, undev woudv katd "mpdokhotv — With the greatest sincerity, Paul urges Timothy not to allow any
preference for a particular elder to cloud his judgment or inhibit his fulfilling his responsibility of addressing sin in any
elder’s life. Our personal relationships with people should not lead us to play favorites when it comes to moral issues,
because morality is at the heart of the gospel message of God’s eternal mercy and promise of moral perfection in the
eternal Kingdom of God.

89 yelpag Toéme undevi Emitifer unde Kowmver Guaptiong dAlotpicic ceavtdv éyvov tipet — Cf. 1 Timothy 4:12;
5:2. The word éyvov is the adjectival form of &yveic.. Again, Paul is holding Timothy to a higher standard of sorts than
other Christians. If all Christians should not play favorites when it comes to moral issues, even more so Timothy.

In this context, placing one’s hands on someone would be to call out a sinful elder prematurely, before verifying that an
accusation against him is valid. And sharing in the sins belonging to others would be to play favorites with a sinning
elder and not address his immorality, thus in a since condoning his misbehavior.

%0 Mnkéti Hdpomdter, GAL oive OAY® xp®d Si1ét TOV 6TOPAXOV T KOl TG TVKVAC G6ov Gobevelog — This
encouragement by Paul seems like a non sequitur in between comments about other people’s sins in the previous and
next verses. Therefore, it is most likely parenthetical where Paul thinks suddenly of something which could hinder
Timothy from being partial and thinking clearly about and following through with his responsibilities as an apostolic
co-worker—his physical ailments. As a result, he encourages Timothy to apply certain physical remedies to his body in
order to mitigate the effects of his conditions.

This is a great example in the Bible of how it is good and right for us to take advantage of whatever medical (physical,
psychological, emotional) assistance we have available to us to help us carry out our biblical responsibilities, while not
discounting the purposes of God in “gracing” us with the medical difficulties we encounter, and in which we boast as
those things which prove out our faith (cf. Romans 5:3-5; Philippians 1:29).

L Tvdv GvepdTev ol Guoption Tpédnlol elowy Tpodyovsol eig kpioty, Tiolv 8¢ ko émakolovodotv — This is
Paul’s way of saying that people’s sin can be easy to detect or difficult to detect. But it does not matter. God’s
judgment is coming, and He will sort out the ultimate effect that people’s sin will have on their eternal destiny, because
He sees both the obvious and the hidden sins of people.

2 doavtog T KoL T Epya T KoAG TPOdNAa, Kol T GALOC ExovTo KpuBijvon ov "dvvavton — Similar to some sins,
good and moral actions that come from a heart of authentic belief are easily detected when people perform them. And
similar to some sins, immoral actions that come from a heart of unbelief may be completely unknown to other people,
but they cannot be hidden from God who will take them into account at the judgment.

All this to say in 5:19-25 that it is vital for Christians to take moral issues seriously and deal with them appropriately in
the light of the NT message of God’s mercy and eternal salvation through Jesus the Messiah.

%3 "0c01 eiciv Hmo LYoV SodAot, Tovg idiovg deomotog maong Twig GEiovg Myeicbwsay, Tvo un 0 Gvouo Tod Beod
kol M Sdackario Pracenuftal — As in Ephesians and Colossians, Paul encourages slaves in the 1% century Roman
Empire to obey their earthly masters in such a manner that they communicate that they honor and respect their masters
as human beings who like them are created by God in His image and who therefore deserve honor and respect as
individuals who also need God’s eternal mercy as they do.

This use of honor is similar to that in 5:17, where that which gets paid to the masters is not financial but relational. It is
the manner in which someone relates to another person so that both can detect that there is respect for the other
person’s individuality before God that is part of what is transpiring between the two.
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94 01 8¢ TGTOVG £YOVTEC SEOTOTOC W) KATOPPOVEITOGOY, 6Tl Bdedpol eloty, GALG paEALOV SovAevétmoay, 8Tl TIGTOL
€101V Kl GyannTol ol Thg evepyesiag dvtilaupavouevor Tadta didacke kol Ttapoakdier — One important
implication of the gospel is that people should carry out their roles in the workplace with proper respect and obedience
to those who are over them as their “bosses,” even if both of them are Christians. And this was true in the 1% century
Roman Empire in regard to slaves and their masters. The gospel does not allow for resentment towards those in
authority if the latter are Christians, just because the gospel grants equal status to both the boss and the underling before
God. In other words, the underling should not expect the boss to treat him as a working equal, so that if he does not, the
underling would take offense and even get angry with the boss. Because the Christian underling is devoted to kindness,
then he serves his boss with respect and kindness, even though they have different levels of status in the workplace.

It is possible that the command “teach and proclaim these things” refers to only what has just been mentioned with
respect to slaves and their masters, but in the light of the next sentence and the fact that the slaves and masters
discussions seems to finish a larger section of 5:1-6:2a regarding treating different kinds of people, it makes more sense
to interpret Paul as referring to the whole larger section. So this is another encouragement to Timothy to teach the
gospel and its implications to the Ephesians.

9 &1 T1¢ £1epoSISUGKOAET KO UT] "TPOCEPYETOAL VYLOEVOVSLY AGY0IC TOlg ToD Kupiov NudvV ITncod Xpiotod kol TH
kot evoéfeov ddackariq — Paul is starting to say that if someone really does not agree with the implications of the
gospel as he has laid them out in this larger section before, and therefore does not agree with the gospel of Jesus as the
Messiah, because the implications fit like hand in glove with the central ideas of the gospel of Jesus’ death,
resurrection, and becoming the means to gain God’s eternal mercy and life, then he has gone the direction of acting on
the basis of his pride and abandoning the gospel.

Paul obtained Jesus’ words during the time he taught him (cf. Galatians 2:1) and has been passing them on to others as
he travels and preaches.

%6 TeTvOTOL, UNSEV EMIGTAREVOC, GALL VOS@V Tept {NTNoEelC KoL Aoyopayicag, €€ v "yiveton "@BEvog TEpic
Bracenuiot, vrovolon tovnpai — Again, the issue for Paul in this letter is loving discussion of the gospel and apostolic
message as opposed to arguing and debating about the Old Testament and Mosaic Covenant from a perspective that
does not see Jesus clearly as the crucified Messiah who is central to God’s plans. If a person does not like the
implications as Paul has described them above, then he is not humble before God. He is proud. He may think he knows
a lot about how to live life well. But he knows nothing. He loves to argue and not submit himself to God and the
apostolic message. He provokes envy, conflicts, ideas in opposition to the biblical message, and opinions based in evil
and not in good. Certainly, an opinion can be a good opinion, but someone operating out of his pride is going to
develop evil opinions, i.e., ones that result in evil, not good opinions.

o7 Sramopatpipol SteQBUPUEVOV GVOPOTMV TOV VOOV KOl "GTecTepuévoy Thg GANdeiag, Vouldviov Topiouov eivol
v evoéPelay — Anyone who rejects Paul’s listed implications of the gospel which center on remaining humble before
God and others has lost sight of the biblical truth and chosen to claim that any means to get ahead financially in this
world is the proper definition of “godliness,” i.e., right living.

% "Ectiv 8¢ mopiopog uéyoc i evoéPera petdr avtapreiog — Paul now states that godliness, i.e., pursuing obedience to
the biblical message of Jesus as the Messiah does actually result in great wealth. However, he means wealth of an
eternal and moral nature, residency in the eternal Kingdom of God as a morally perfect person. And this end result will
also produce a feeling of finally having everything one needs in life, because the person with eternal life will have
everything he needs. He will be completely all sufficient in dependence upon God with an immortal and morally
perfect body.

9 0088V Yo elonVEYKaEY €l TOV KOGUOV "GTL 08¢ EEeveykelv TL Suvdueba — Paul uses the fact that all human
beings do not enter into this world along with anything that they bring from some other world or place. And this is
commensurate with their exit from this world. Regardless of how much they have accumulated here, they leave and
take nothing with them, implying that whatever they receive in eternity does not include anything of a practical nature
that they acquired in the present world.

100 gyovtec 8¢ "S10LTPOPAC KO CKETGOLOTO TOVTOLS GpkecOnoduedo — As we say, if we have food and clothing and a
roof over our heads, then we should be able to say that we have all that we really need. This is Paul’s perspective here
in the light of the future of authentic Christians when they will live in the eternal Kingdom of God. It will be there that
we will want all the “wealth” which we can acquire, and we will have it in the manner of immortality and moral
perfection.

101 6 8& PovAduevol TAOVTELY EUTITTOVOIV €1 TEWPAGHOV KO Taryidar T Kol EmBupicg ToOAAGG "GivorTovg Ko
Brapepdc, aitiveg BuBilovoiy Tovg AvOpwTovg €ig GAeBpov kal armAigiov — Paul is indicating that it is a given that
people who are obsessed with financial wealth and committed to acquiring it above and beyond anything else in life are
trapped in a foolish perspective on reality to the extent that the result will be their own eternal destruction.

102 5{ta Yop TAVIOV TOV KOKOY £6TLV 1| QUAGPYVPIC, TG TIVES OPEYOUEVOL BTETAAVIONGOY GTO THE TioTEMS KOl
£€aToVG TEpETEpOY 0dVvag "roAlaig — Paul is saying that desiring money and wealth above God’s mercy and
morality can only result in a person’s involving himself in all kinds of evil in order to fulfill his goal. In addition, this
obsession with wealth will only bring grief and pain into a person’s life, because the evil which will find itself included
in the person’s life has its consequences, which are painful and not joyful for him.

103 39 8¢ & dvepwme 10D Be0d, TobTA PeDye Simke 8¢ SkalocVVNY, eVGEPELOY, TIGTLY, AYETNY, DTOLOVHY,
repairadiov — Paul urges Timothy to find himself obsessed with things which are completely different from money
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and wealth. They are moral currency which would be the result of a changed heart and a fundamental desire for God’s
mercy. They are right living according to God’s definition of morality, obedience to God morally speaking, authentic
and persevering belief in the truth of the gospel, love for God and man, persevering in belief and being obsessed with
these things, and finally a humble gentleness before God and towards other people whereby a person does not have to
have wealth in order to feel good about himself, but is more focused on being kind and gentle to people.

104 gryaviCov Tov KaAOV Gy@dva THS TioTend, EMANBOD THC oioviov {ofic, €ig fiv T EkAHONG, Kol GROASYNoS THY
KoAnv ouoloyiov évaniov ToAl®V paptipev — Paul also urges Timothy to fight to believe, battling against whatever
forces in him and in the world that would seem to want to crush his belief in God and the good news of His mercy
through Jesus the Messiah. He urges him to grab onto the promise of eternal life to which God has called him and
directed him through the internal work of His Spirit which has caused him to belief and place his future hope in eternal
life and salvation. Paul knows that Timothy has make public his belief in this gospel, stating categorically that it makes
sense to him that it is true.

105 rapoyyérde °[col] évemiov °tod 0e0D 10D "{moyovoBVTOg T& ThvVTa Kol f Xp1otod Incodt 1o papTupHoavTog
émi [Movtiov IMAdtov thv koAnv oporoyiav — Paul is now giving Timothy another commandment to obey, and he
does this on the basis of God’s being the source of life, i.e., eternal life, for all those make the kind of confession of
belief in Jesus which Timothy has made, as well as on the basis of Jesus’ being the one who stated honestly to the
Roman governor Pontius Pilate that he was the Jew’s king and Messiah.

106 typficoi oe Ty éviolnv domilov GvemiAnumTov uéxpt T Em@aveiog 0% kvpiov RudY Incod Xpiotod — On the
above basis, Paul urges Timothy to obey the “commandment” of vs. 11 and 12 as a means to remaining spiritually and
morally pure before God until the 2™ coming of Jesus the Messiah, assuming Timothy were to live this long, which is
always a theoretical possibility because God has not revealed exactly how long the time is between his two
appearances.

107 v kanpoic i8ioig Seiter 6 pokdplog kol pévog dvvdotng, 6 Baociledg TdV Paciievévimv, kol Kvplog 1dv
kvprevovtov — In the first part of this verse, Paul finishes his thought from the previous two verses, that Timothy
should do all that he can to obey the gospel consistently and persistently until Jesus’ return, which will be the point in
history when those who have had authentic belief will be revealed along with Jesus.

The next part of this verse begins a doxology to God where Paul lists certain aspects unique to Him, and on the basis of
these being true, Paul attributes all glory, honor, praise, and power to God for all eternity.

God as the transcendent Creator is the “blessed” One, the person who is worthy of the highest praise and honor. God is
the “only authority,” the One who is ruling and governing the creation at the highest level. Indeed, He is determining
every element within the creation at every moment of time. He is the “King of those who reign and the Lord of those
who rule,” meaning that no human ruler carries out his responsibility without being governed and ruled by God. God
determines the desires, thoughts, and actions of all human rulers for His own eternal purposes.

108 & uévog Exwv Gbavaciov, PO 0lkAY ATPOCITOV, OV €1dev 0VIEL GVOPOTMYV, 0VSE 1delv dVvaTar @ Tl KoL
Kkpdtog aioviov. aunv — God is the only person who in and of Himself is immortal and eternal. God can create
immortal beings, but their immortality is contingent on His causing them to continue to exist. His immortality simply
is, because He simply is and therefore relies on or is dependent on no one else or nothing else for His existence. God
dwells where no created being can exist, in a flood of light that no created being can even see, because He exists
outside the creation. Therefore, by definition, no created being can be where He is in His transcendence. It is to this
God, the one and only God, to whom Paul communicates a doxology extolling His glory, honor, and power which are
from all eternity and for all eternity.

So these last two verses are a doxology to God the Father, not to Jesus, as the description makes this clear with
references such as “the One dwelling in unapproachable light, which no man has seen and is able to see.” People have
seen and will see Jesus, because he is God within the creation. But no one can “see” the Father in His transcendence
outside the creation.

109 Toic Thovoiolg év T VOV aidvL Topdyyerke ul] "OYNAO@POVELY uNde MATIKEVOL ET1L TAOVTOV GSNAGTNTL GAN
FETTL BE® T T TOPEYOVTL NUIV TAVTH TAOVLGInG €ig drdrlavoty — Paul returns to the issue of the rich and where their
hearts are. Do they desire wealth in the present age more than wealth in the future age, in eternity? If the former, then
they are operating out of their pride and desire to establish for themselves what is right vs. wrong apart from God. Paul
urges Timothy to command these arrogant wealthy people not to be arrogant, but to submit to God’s truth with
humility. They have placed their future well-being in their wealth, and Paul knows that wealth cannot buy a person
total shalom and security. Only God can do this in the eternal Kingdom of God, and Paul wants the wealthy to count on
God to gve them wholeness of life and security now vis-a-vis their confident expectation in the future that God will
give them complete wholeness of life and security in eternity. Meanwhile, they can view all the things of this world to
which they have access either with or without financial wealth, e.g., a beautiful sunset, the oceans, etec. as God’s
wealth to human beings in the present realm and therefore as things to enjoy to the utmost.

110 gyapoepyeiv, Thovteiv v €pyoig kadoic, edueTaddTovg givat, kKotvovikovg — Instead of setting their sights on
financial wealth as their greatest goal, Paul would have the wealthy set their sights on doing what is good, right, and
moral in their lives, regardless of the size of their bank accounts. This means that if they do have great wealth, that they
should incorporate it into their “good works” and share it with others who are in need.

T grobmoavpifoviag éovtoic Oeuéiov KAV gig T0 péAAov, Tva émAdpovton Thic "dviag Lofic — It should be only
natural that people save for the future and whatever their plans would lead them to purchase or buy. Paul is saying that
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by the wealthy sharing their wealth as part of their good words, they are saving by putting their morality into a savings
account of sorts where they will be able to withdraw it in the future in the eternal Kingdom of God. However, their
withdrawal will be of actual moral perfection and immortal life, as though God transforms their earthly, imperfect good
works into eternal morally perfect good works. But it is their commitment to the truth of the gospel and living in
accordance with it that will be the condition on which they attain the transformed “good works” out of their storage bin
or savings account.

12 O Tydbee, Ty TapodiKny UANEOV EKTPETOUEVOC TOG BEPNAOVE TKEVOPMVIOC KOl BVTIOECEIC THE WEVLSOVULO
yvoocewng — Here is the same point as throughout this letter—truth vs. error, the gospel vs. an erroneous understanding
of the Old Testament and Mosaic Covenant. Paul’s final appeal to Timothy is to guard the gospel, to protect it from any
false or worldly ideas from being incorporated into it. Instead, Timothy must keep this message which God Himself has
entrusted to Timothy through Paul’s teaching him pure and untainted by ideas or information coming from the world
that are different from the biblical message of Jesus the Messiah.

113 v tiveg émoryyeAddpevor Tept Thv wioTv notéymoov H xdpic ‘ued’ dudv' [MT — petd cod]. — Paul acknowledges
that there are people who profess to be followers of Jesus the Messiah, but they have so allowed worldly and false ideas
to creep into their “biblical” worldview, they have no longer believe what is true. Their “gospel” is now such a hodge
podge of biblical ideas and worldly ideas that they cannot say to believe the gospel anymore. This is particularly in the
case of Jewish false ideas as described in this letter.

And finally Paul wishes God’s grace, God’s independent choice to be kind and saving towards people, to be with
Timothy [MT — and the Ephesian Christians], because ultimately it will be God’s grace that permits him and anyone
else to live out Paul’s instructions in this letter for the sake of acquiring eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God.
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