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2 John

1 The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom | love in the truth, and not | only,
but indeed all those who have come to know the truth,! 2 on account of the truth that
remains in us and will be with us into the age.? 3 Grace, mercy, and shalom—from God
the Father and from Jesus the Messiah, the Son of the Father—will be with us in the
truth and love.?

4 | rejoiced exceedingly when | found out that some of your children are living in the truth
just as we have instruction from the Father.* 5 And now, | ask you, lady, not as writing a
new instruction to you, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one
another.® 6 Indeed, this is love, that we live according to His teachings. This is His
teaching, just as you heard at the beginning, that you should live in it,° 7 because many
deceivers have gone out among those who live in the present realm, who do not
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, although he has come in the flesh. This is deceit
and opposition to the Messiah.”

8 Watch yourselves so that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but, instead,
you receive the full reward.® 9 Everyone who keeps advancing and does not remain in
the teaching of the Messiah does not have God. The one who remains in the teaching
has both the Father and the Son.® 10 If someone comes to you and does not bring this
teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not say to him, “Rejoice.”"® 11 For
the one who says to him, “Rejoice,” has his evil deeds in common with him."

12 Even though | have many things to write to you, | do not wish to do so with paper and
ink, but | hope to come to you and to speak face to face in order that your joy may reach
its fullest extent.' 13 The children of your chosen sister greet you.'
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10 mpecPitepoc exhextii Kupig KO T0IC TEKVOLS GDTHC, 0D £y Gyamd &v GANOeiq, Kol 0vK &Yd HOVog GALY KO
ndvieg ol éyvakdteg v adndeiay — The “chosen lady” here is not an individual but more likely a gathering of
Christians in a local city to whom John is sending 1 John that ends up going to many cities in the Asian area of western
Turkey. These are people John is assuming have been chosen by God before he brought the creation into existence, that
they obtain eternal life through belief in Jesus.

John loves them as those who are “in the truth” in the sense that they are authentic believers in Jesus as a result of the
truth of the gospel which has been presented to them (&An6sic is used 5 times in 2 John). And not only does John love
this particular gathering of Christians, but so do also all other believers in Jesus who have been presented the gospel
and embraced the truth about him.

John, the elder, who is also probably the last remaining apostle, is writing this letter as a group cover letter for 1 John,
which is a circular being sent to various Christian communities in Asia, western Turkey, to clear up a dispute that is
going on within them because of false teachers who are denying Jesus is the Messiah and claiming that he was only a
good teacher or rabbi. They are also promoting the idea that even Jesus would want everyone to focus on obeying the
Mosaic Covenant. This whole idea of truth is central to John’s corresponding with all these people because of the false
teachers. They claim to know the truth better than John, and they claim that Jesus never said that he was the Messiah.
But John, a true apostle, knows the truth and is reminding his readers that Jesus definitely is the Messiah.

This cover letter for 1 John could easily have been used for the church of each city to whom John sent it.

2 810 TV GANOeley TV pévovoov v Nuiv kol ped Mudv éoton eig 1ov aidva — The truth of the gospel produces love
for one another as Christians, because it remains embedded in us (=John and all those who have embraced it). This of
course is because of God’s miraculous and gracious work of regenerating Christians, and the truth that will remain a
part of who they are even into the final age of the eternal Kingdom of God where Jesus will rule over them as king.

3 rgoton ned MueV xapig £heog eiprfivn Topd Beod ToTpdg kot mopd Incod XpioTod “1od viod 10D ToTpOg EV
aAnoeia xal ayann — God’s grace, mercy, and promise of a shalom-like life in eternity will be “ours” as believers
because of God’s truth and the love which He has shown us through Jesus.

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Father = the final and eternal Davidic King (cf. 2 Samuel 7). This is the central
truth about Jesus that people have come to know and believe and that results in their loving God and his people. The
false teachers deny this about Jesus. John is affirming it.

4 Exdpnv Moy 611 ebpnra £k TV TEKVOV GOV TEPITATODVTOC &V GANOein, KOOMS EVIOANV "EAdPouey Topd ToD
natpdg — John is glad that some of believers in this church (actually each church if this letter is sent to all of them) have
not bought into the lies of the false teachers but are still holding to the apostolic message.

The instructions that they are following come through the apostles from the Father of Jesus, the Son of God and final
king of the Davidic Covenant, and, therefore, through the Son, Jesus (cf. 1 John 1:1-5). In other words, the false
teachers are wrong.

3 koL VOV €pOT® G, Kupio, 0V) MG EVIOATV YPA@OV 6ol Kaviv' GAL fv eixopey &m dpyfc, Tvo dyamduey
aAAMAovg — John is saying that we apostles have had the truth of Jesus as the Messiah from the beginning of their
experience with him (cf. 1 John 1:1). And the result of this truth is that we Christians love one another, not reject each
other the way the false teachers are rejecting people who believe in Jesus as the Messiah. This is his encouragement to
them as they persevere in their belief.

6 koL aBT 0TIV 1| GYGTN, Vol TEPITATOUEY KOTO TAC EVTOAGC 0DTOD BTy ‘1) EvioA E0TIV', “KOOME fKovoTE
an’ apxfic, iva év avti mepuratiite — The Father’s teachings are those that came through Jesus as the Messiah, so that
the result of believing them is to love God and one another. The readers of this letter heard this teaching when they
were first introduced to the gospel, and they should act in every way they can in their lives in line with this gospel from
God the Father.

7”011 TOAAOL TAGVOL "EERABOV €l TOV KOGUOV, 01 Wi OpoAoyoBvteg Tncodv Xpiotov Epxduevov év copki- 00Tog
€0ty 0 wAdvog ko °0 dvtiypiotog — John has experienced many people who have come into the Christian community
and been exposed to the apostolic message of Jesus as the Messiah and then left the community thinking that they know
better what the truth of the Bible is, i.e., that its focus is the Mosaic Covenant and that Jesus is not the Messiah. These
false teachers has rejected Jesus as the Messiah although he has appeared and proven himself to be such through his
miracles and propitiatory offering.

To say that Jesus is not the Messiah is simply a lie and the height of deception. cf. 1 John 2:18,19; 4:1

8 BAémete Earvtove, Tvar un ‘Gmoléonte & elpyocduedo, dAAY picOdv TANpn "&moAdpnte — John urges his readers to
continue in their belief of the apostolic message which results in obtaining God’s eternal mercy and life. If they give up
their belief by following the false teachers who deny that Jesus is the Messiah, then they are also giving up the
outcome—eternal life. John says literally “the full wage.” Thus, the existential nature and importance of human choices
and belief in the truth from God. And the choice to believe can be difficult, especially if people are ostracizing you
from their “church.”

OTIag 6 "mpodymv Kol ph uévev év T "518ayf 100 Xp1otod 00V 00K Exel 6 pévav v i S8y T, 0VTOC KoL TOV

" roatépa kot Tov viov €xert — John is first referring to a person who at first seems to embrace the apostolic message,
but then who goes beyond it and distorts it by adding elements to it that are not actually a part of the biblical worldview,
even though some of the elements come from the Bible (e.g., the Mosaic Covenant) but are misplaced and misapplied
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in the false teachers’ (Jews’) worldview, thus causing them to reject Jesus as the Messiah (in this case, explicitly),
which is also demonstrated by mistreating and even rejecting authentic Christians (cf. 1 and 3 John (especially
Diotrephes)).

The problem today is that this same kind of adding to the biblical worldview from platonic, mystical, pagan, and
American worldviews and misapplying biblical elements so as to distort the biblical worldview actually occurs within
the community that uses the label Christian and requires that church participants stay within the limits of “orthodoxy.”
John’s perspective is that only those who remain within the true, biblical, and apostolic limits of the message are theists
(cf. 3 John 11).

John refers to the person who stays within the limits of the apostolic teaching of the gospel. This is the person who can
truly claim to have a genuine relationship with God and his Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

10 & 11¢ &pyeton mpog Vpag Kol TodTY THY Sdoyiv 0 @épet, un Aappdvete adTOV €ig oikiay Kol yaipewy ovTd

un Aéyete — If a false teacher who claims to have heard straight from Jesus that he is not the Messiah comes into their
city, but he denies the apostolic message of John, then these Christians should not welcome them as teachers into their
house churches. And do not communicate to these false teachers that they can rejoice in God’s promise of salvation and
eternal life the same way that authentic believers can.

Distinguishing between good teachers and bad teachers can be much more difficult today, especially since we do not
have the actual persons of the apostles with whom to consult but are seeking to understand the same apostolic
documents that the bad teachers are studying. Add to this that no one fully and accurately knows the biblical truth since
the death of the apostles, and we have a situation that requires extreme humility, grace, love, and ongoing discussion.
115 Aéyov yop ad1d xoipew xowmvel Toic épyolc avtod Toic movnpoic — Jesus and the apostles have made it
abundantly clear that Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah. To reject this claim is to reject truth and the God behind
this truth, which, therefore, is an evil act towards God. The readers should not want to share in this evil by supporting
the false teachers who deny Jesus as the Messiah (cf. 1 John 1:3 for similar use of noun form, 1 kowvovia, that refers to
sharing in something. In the case of 1 John 1:3 and here in 2 John 11, it refers to sharing in an understanding of the
gospel—either sharing the truth that Jesus is the Messiah or sharing the lie that he is not).

2 TToae "8xov DU "ypd@etv 0Ok EBovAnemv Sid XEpTov Kot HEAOVOC, ‘GAN EATIL® yevécOar TPOg VUGS KoL
61épo TPpOg 6Téua AaAfican, Tva M xopd  TMudv ‘1 merAnpopévnt — If this is a cover letter for 1 John to the
gathering of Christians in each city of Asia, then John is saying that he has specific things he wants to say to each
gathering individually that would be in addition to the content of 1 John. But he would rather see them personally and
say them face to face.

B Aomdletal oe 1o tékva T GdeA@Tic cov Tii¢ éxhektiic — By “the children of your chosen sister,” John refers to the
Christians in the city of Ephesus, who, like the Christians to whom he is writing have been selected by God before the
creation to become authentic believers in Jesus as the Messiah and receive eternal salvation. These Ephesian Christians
join John in sending greetings to the readers of this letter in the various cities in Asia, western Turkey.



