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2 Peter

1:1 Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus the Messiah, to those who have received a belief that
is as equally valuable as ours within the framework of the dikaiosunay of our God and the Savior,
Jesus the Messiah.' 1:2 May grace and shalom be multiplied to you in the midst of understanding
God and Jesus our Lord.?

1:3 May this happen just as His divine power has given us all things which lead to life and respect
for God (npog Lwnv kol edoéBeiav) through an understanding of Him, who called us with reference
to His own glory and excellence (idig 86&n kot épetdi),” 1:4 in the light of which He has given us
the precious and great promises, so that you have become sharers in His divine order of things
through these, because you have escaped from the corruption within the earthly setup that
operates by means of evil craving.*

1:5 And, indeed, regarding this same thing, while exerting all earnestness (cwovdhv técav), add
excellence in the midst of your belief (év tfi Tictel Dudv v dpetiv), and in the midst of
excellence, add knowledge (thv yvdowv),” 1:6 and in the midst of knowledge, add restraint (tiv
éykpdrewav), and in the midst of restraint, add perseverance (thv vrouoviv), and in the midst of
perseverance, add respect for God (tiv evoépewav),’ 1:7 and in the midst of respect for God, add
brotherly love (thv @iladerpiav), and in the midst of brotherly love, add agape love (thv
ayémnv).”

1:8 Now, if these things belong to you and are increasing, they cause you to be neither worthless
nor unfruitful with respect to your understanding of our Lord Jesus the Messiah.® 1:9 In contrast,
as for the person where these things are not present, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, because
he has lost sight of the cleansing of his former sins.” 1:10 Therefore, brothers, make every effort to
confirm God’s calling and choosing you. And if you do these things, you will never experience
disaster,'’ 1:11 because, in this way, the entrance into the aionic kingdom of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus the Messiah, will be richly supplied to you.'!

1:12 Therefore, I will always be reminding you of these things, even though you know and have
become established in the truth that is present among you.'? 1:13 I consider it right as long as I am
in this “tent” to wake you up by way of reminder,"* 1:14 knowing that the removal of my “tent” is
imminent, just as indeed our Lord Jesus the Messiah made clear to me.'* 1:15 And I will make
every effort indeed, so that, after my departure, you at any time have the ability to call these
things to mind."

1:16 It was not by following ingeniously concocted myths that we made known to you the power
and presence of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, but it was because we were eyewitnesses of his
grandeur.'® 1:17 For after he received honor and glory from God the Father, a voice of such a kind
was produced for him by the Majestic Glory,

This is my beloved Son in whom | am well-pleased <Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke
9:28-36>."7

1:18 And we heard this voice, which was produced out of heaven, while we were with him on
the holy mountain.'® 1:19 Thus, we have with greater certainty the prophetic message to
which you do well to pay attention as a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts," 1:20 while knowing this first and foremost, that every
prophetic comment contained in scripture is not a matter of the person’s own explanation of



January 26, 2021 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
2 Peter

God.? 1:21 For no prophetic comment was ever produced by means of the will of man, but
men, being moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God.*!

2:1 Nevertheless, indeed, false prophets arose among the people, just as also there will be
among you false teachers, who will introduce destructive ideas and will refuse to pay
attention to the Owner who bought them. While they bring imminent destruction upon
themselves,*” 2:2 indeed, many will follow their immoral actions that are characterized by an
utter lack of self-restraint (abtév toig doeryeiong). Because of them, the way of truth will be
spoken of disrespectfully,” 2:3 and with greed they will sell you man-made statements.
Condemnation for them is not lingering for a long time, and their destruction is not
dozing.**

2:4 For if God did not refrain from dealing with angeloi who behaved in an evil manner, but
instead relegated them to Tartarus with chains of gloom and delivered them over to
judgment where they are being kept,” 2:5 and if He did not refrain from dealing with the
ancient world, but nevertheless preserved Noah, a proclaimer of righteousness, with seven
others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the disrespectful,®® 2:6 and if He turned
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes when He condemned them to destruction,
having made them an example for future disrespectful people (perrévrov doepélchv),” 2:7
while He rescued righteous Lot, who was being worn down by the lifestyle of lawless men in
the midst of their utter lack of moral self-restraint (¢v doeryeia),*® 2:8 (for, by what he saw
and what he heard, this righteous man felt his righteous soul tormented by their lawless
deeds, while he dwelt among them day after day),” 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue
the respectful from testing/temptation, and how to keep for the day of judgment the
unrighteous who will be punished,*® 2:10 and especially those who proceed in their lives
behind the leading of the flesh in the midst of their passion for uncleanness and who
disregard authority. They are reckless, bold, self-willed people. They do not tremble when
they speak disrespectfully of majestic things,’' 2:11 whereas angeloi, even though they are

greater in strength and power, do not bring a defaming judgment against them before the
Lord.??

2:12 But these, like irrational animals who have been born in accordance with the natural
order of things for the purpose of being captured and destroyed, because they speak
disrespectfully in regard to things of which they have no good intellectual grasp, will indeed
be destroyed because of their corruption.’ 2:13 They will justifiably receive the wage that
comes from wrongdoing. They consider it a daily luxury to satisfy their pleasures. They are
stains and blemishes as they revel in their aesthetic deceptions while hanging out with you.**
2:14 They have eyes full of adultery and constantly restless for evil while they lure
unestablished persons. They have a heart that has been trained in greed, and are children of
the curse.” 2:15 They have wandered about aimlessly, because they have abandoned the
straight path. They have followed the path of Balaam of Bosor who loved the reward of
wrongdoing.®® 2:16 Indeed, he received a rebuke for his own lawless act. A dumb donkey
halted the insanity of the prophet when it spoke with the voice of a man.”
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2:17 These are waterless springs and dark clouds in the sky, driven by a huge storm, for
whom the gloom of darkness has been preserved.?® 2:18 Indeed, while talking about boastful
things that serve no good purpose, they lure, in the midst of strong desires of the flesh, in the
midst of actions that completely lack moral self-restraint (&celyeiong), those who barely
escape from them who conduct themselves in error.”” 2:19 Even as they promise them
freedom, they are slaves of destruction, because by that which a person is overcome, to this
he has been enslaved.*

2:20 Thus, if; after having escaped from the shameful deeds of the earthly setup by means of
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Messiah, they have become overcome by them,
getting entangled in these things again, the last things have become worse for them than the
first.”! 2:21 It would be better for them not to have known the way of dikaiosunay than,
having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment which had been delivered to
them.*

2:22 The point of the true proverb has happened to them,

A dog returns to its own vomit <Proverbs 26:11>, and

A pig, after washing herself, returns to wallowing in the mud.*

3:1 I am, in fact, writing to you, brothers, this second letter in which, i.e., in both of them, I am
stimulating your uncontaminated intention by means of a reminder,** 3:2 so that you remember
the words spoken previously by the prophets who were set apart and the instruction of your
apostles of the Lord and Savior.*

3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days those who ridicule the message will come in their
ridicule as they go their way in accordance with their own evil passions* 3:4 even saying, “Where
is the promise of his appearance? For since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from
the beginning of the creation.”*’

3:5 In the midst of willfully choosing this, one thing that they are unwilling to recognize is that
the heavens had existed from long ago and that the earth was established out of water and through
the means of water within the story of God,*® 3:6 because of which the earthly setup at that time
was destroyed, when it was flooded with water.*’ 3:7 And, now, the heavens and earth have been
reserved for fire with reference to the same story, as they are being kept for the day of judgment
and destruction of men who do not respect God (1dv doepdv avopdnov).”

3:8 And let not you be unwilling to recognize this one thing, beloved, that one day for the Lord is
as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day.”' 3:9 The Lord is not hesitating in regard to
His promise as some consider hesitation, but He is being patient towards us. He does not desire
any to be destroyed but for all to make the move to repentance.’* 3:10 Then, the Day of the Lord
will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a loud, rushing noise, and the
elements will be destroyed by being burned up. Indeed, the land and the works in it will not be
found.”

3:11 Because all these things are being destroyed in this way, what kind of people is it necessary
for us to be in the midst of set apart lifestyles and actions that demonstrate respect for God
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(evoepeiong),”® 3:12 as we wait for and hasten the appearance of the Day of God, on account of
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning and the elements will melt by burning?>® 3:13
Thus, according to His promise, we are waiting for a new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.’® 3:14 Therefore, beloved, while you wait for these things, make every
effort to be found by Him in a state of shalom, spotless and without blemish.”’

3:15 Indeed, regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also
wrote to you according to the wisdom that was given to him,>® 3:16 as that which also exists in all
his letters, speaking in them concerning these things. Contained in the letters are some things hard
to understand, which the unlearned and unstable distort, just as they do the rest of the writings to
their own destruction.*

3:17 You, therefore, beloved, because you know this ahead of time, be on your guard, so that you
do not fall from your own firmness of commitment by being lead away by the error of
unprincipled men.*®” 3:18 Instead, grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
the Messiah. To him be the glory, both now and into the day of the age. Amen.®'
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I Tvpemv Iétpog Sobrog kol Gmdotorog Incod XpioTod T0ig I66TIMOV Hiv Aay0DoV TiGTIV £V SikaosHvy' T0D
F9g0D MUAV Kol c@Thpog Inood Xpiotod — Two clues that indicate that Peter is writing to Jews. 1) Peter indicates in
1:16-21 that the apostles James, John, and he were the ones who told these Christians about the NT message, thus
making it probable that they are Jews who visited Jerusalem for one of the OT festivals and then returned to their
foreign city. We do not have any record of James’ traveling to other locations, even though this does not mean that we
can be absolutely certain that he did not. Many Christians had to leave Jerusalem as a result of the persecution that
followed Stephen’s death, but Luke tells us in Acts 8:1 that the apostles stayed in the city. Plus, James, the brother of
John and who was on the Mt. of Transfiguration with Peter and John, was put to death by Herod in Acts 12 just before
Paul leaves on the real first missionary journey by any apostle, making it even more improbable that James traveled
outside the immediate area of Jerusalem. Peter could be referring to only John and himself as the ones who proclaimed
the gospel to his readers originally, but it is difficult from the book of Acts to know when the two of them would have
traveled together to preach the gospel in a foreign land. 2) Peter says in 3:15 that Paul had also written a letter to these
people. This would certainly seem to point to the recipients of both this letter and Paul’s as Gentiles since Paul was the
apostle to the Gentiles. But if Paul is most likely the author of Hebrews, which is obviously written to Jewish believers
who are being persecuted by Jewish non-believers, then it makes good sense to view the audience of Peter’s letter as
the same Jews to whom Paul wrote.

Certainly, because of Luke’s mentioning Gentile converts to Judaism as those who are in the crowd in Jerusalem who
are witnessing the foreign language phenomenon of Pentecost, it is plausible that Gentiles heard the gospel of Jesus for
the first time from Peter, James, and John in Jerusalem during one of the three required Jewish festivals. And, then, it is
possible that Paul wrote to them to encourage them, because of his being the apostle to the Gentiles, so that Peter has
written them two letters (with this being the second — cf. 3:1), and Paul has written them one. This also means that 1
Peter is not the first letter to which Peter refers, and we have lost the first letter.

If, therefore, Peter’s readers are Jews in whose community the rabbis, i.e., scribes and Pharisees, are giving the
impression that, as leaders and educated students of the OT, they are more valuable to God than them these Christians,
then Peter is stating something quite profound about the NT message—that all Christians obtain the same gift from
God, eternal mercy through the Messiah Jesus (i.e., the king and high priest of the eternal realm) and citizenship in the
Kingdom of God. Therefore, the belief of his readers comes with the same privilege as that of the apostles, the
appropriate rabbis of God, the OT, and of the Messiah—eternal life. And all this is happening within God’s project of
bringing about eternal forgiveness and mercy for human beings that includes an inward condition of being primed and
ready for eternity within the present realm.

Thus, Peter can say that these Christians have received, not produced, their belief. It is not something that they humanly
brought about in and of themselves. Instead, God produced it within them by changing their inwardness and causing
them to believe the truth of the apostolic message.

2 x6pic VUV Ko eiprivy TANOVLVOEIN v Emtyvdoel Ptod 020 kol "Incod tob kvpiov Hudv — Peter’s readers have
heard the NT message of Jesus as the Messiah from James, John, and him and now understand the most important ideas
that the transcendent God has desired to communicate to human beings. Therefore, Peter’s own desire is that God’s
independent and initiating kindness, along with His promise of a shalom-like existence in eternity, continue to be
extended toward his readers. Peter is saying that the key to a person’s eternal destiny is their worldview to which they
have committed themselves. If a person is committed to an authentic understanding of the transcendent Creator and His
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, then it makes sense for an apostle like Peter to desire that God continue to extend His
undeserved kindness that leads to and eternal existence of morality and wholeness to those who have come to this
understanding through having had the apostolic message presented to them.

3 Q¢ T mavto MUV Tig Beiog duvdpeng ovTod T TPOC LNV Kol evcEPelav Sedopnuévng St Thg EMyvoOoeng T0D
KoA€oavTog Nuac 18t d6EN kol dpetfi® — Peter comments on one of the most remarkable occurrences within human
history—that God exercised His power to call the twelve, and eventually thirteen (Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles),
plain citizens of Israel to be the Messiah’s authoritative spokesmen, i.e., his apostles.

The “all things which lead to life and respect for God through and understanding of Him” were the message that these
men learned from the Messiah and which provided them with all that they needed intellectually to attain God’s primary
commodity for human beings, eternal life. This message included the wisdom to pursue a proper existence of obeying
God within the present realm, because a person desires to show the utmost admiration for God, His role, and His
authority over reality. If God says, “Jump,” we have the right to say only, “How high,” and then obey Him perfectly.
God’s plan was to point these apostles to His greatness and excellence as the one Creator God who is good, loving,
gracious, and merciful. If &petr refers to God’s “excellence” per se, then we can think of it as all that makes God great
in His character and personhood. Thus it includes at the very least His perfect rationality and His moral perfection that
lead Him to act with sound judgment and undivided commitment to goodness as defined by His own character.

This also indicates that everything that God is doing with the gospel of Jesus is an expression of Himself as both
glorious and excellent. By extrapolating, this story which God is telling is one of self-expression for and by God. He is
revealing His goodness, His justice, His mercy, His rationality, and every other attribute of His through all that this
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story contains, even the great evil that some people commit. They will receive either God’s mercy or His justice,
depending on whether they are vessels of mercy or vessels of wrath according to Paul’s words in Romans 9.

480 v o T Tl Kol péyloto MUy Emayyéauotat dedopnto, tvo St TovTmV Yévnobe Belog KoWmvol UeEmG
AToPLYOVTEG “THG £V 1A KOou® v EmBuuiq @Bopac’ — Peter says that, in light of God’s selecting and inwardly
moving the apostles to understand and proclaim the greatness of God, the message that the apostles learned included a
knowledge of the fulfillment of the Abrahamic promises of land, descendants, and eternal life to the Jews.

Peter goes on to say that the purpose that God had for the apostles’ learning and proclaiming the ideas about the
Messiah and the Abrahamic promises was so that his readers could participate in the God-made project of the eternal
Kingdom of God and proceed towards it now. (Some translations use “nature” to translate gvoewg, which could easily
be interpreted as God’s own divine substance. However, the word in other NT uses refers to the way things are, i.e.,
how they are put together constituting a particular order or arrangement. Thus, Peter means the planned state of things
that God intends for authentic believers to experience, which someday will be the Kingdom of God that will persist into
eternity. There is, then, a transition from God’s divine power/authority that worked among/in the apostles (tfig feiag
dvvapeng avtov —v. 3) to God’s divine order or arrangment of reality that will be the eternal Kingdom of God (8eiag
KOWVOVOL @UoEnG — V. 4))

As a result, their being committed to heading towards eternal life involves their transitioning in the present realm from
the manner in which Jews live within their humanly derived interpretation of the Mosaic Covenant, an interpretation
that stems solely from their moral depravity that craves to rebel against God, which is simply the order of things or
setup in this present realm, the xdopog. In the light of God’s having inwardly changed Peter’s readers, they have
transitioned to a life of properly pursuing obedience to God. Thus, Peter implies that his readers have categorically left
behind their old way of life, legalistic rabbinic Judaism, and embraced a new way of life, Messianic Judaism, that is
based upon God’s grace and the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, who has now made his initial appearance.

3 Ko ‘o0Td 10070 88" GTOVSHV TACHV TOPEIGEVEYKOVTEG EMLYOPNYHOATE £V TH TioTEL VU@V TNV GpeTniv, &v 8¢ TH
apetti v yvdowv — These next three verses detail the natural steps that Peter lists for his readers as authentic
Christians to demonstrate they they have willfully and inwardly left behind their old mentality and lifestyle of legalistic
Judaism, i.e., that they have “escaped from the corruption within the earthly system that operates by means of evil
craving” (v. 4).

Peter states that those to whom he is writing should pursue these natural steps “in the midst of their belief.” Thus, belief
in the apostolic message is foundational to their acting and behaving in a manner that appropriately corresponds to this
message. In addition, Peter expects them to be all in when it comes to what he is commanding them here. They should
make every effort with an intense and committed conviction that the message that they are believing is true and that it
is worth obeying for the sake of God’s eternal mercy in the eternal Kingdom of God. Thus, their intense fervency to be
authentic followers of Yahweh should include a concerted, real, human effort.

As a result, Peter exhorts his readers to add épetn to their biblical intensity. In v. 3, Peter used this word to describe
God along with His glory, 86&n. If apetn is God’s “excellence” per se, then we can think of it as referring to all that
makes God great in His character, especially His perfect rationality and moral perfection that lead to His acting with
sound judgment and undivided commitment to goodness as defined by His own being. Thus, Peter is asking his readers
to make every effort to be great human beings, even in the midst of their continuing to be morally depraved, by
thinking rationally and morally as much as possible in order to act with sound judgment and undivided commitment to
biblical goodness.

In addition, they should add a stable and growing (cf. 1:8) knowledge of the biblical and apostolic message that they
have heard from Peter, James, and John (cf. 1:18ff.), because it is only appropriate to learn as much as one can about
the transcendent Creator of the reality in which they exist. Cf. 1 Peter for statements regarding these same concepts.

6 ¢v 8¢ TR yvooel T éykpdteiay, év 8¢ TH Eykpoteia TV DTopoviy, &v 8¢ TH Vmopovii Ty edoéPerav — Next, Peter
exhorts his readers to add moral restraint to their repertoire of biblical characteristics. Because they are still morally
depraved, even in the midst of their being Christians and having authentic belief, they will find themselves wanting to
disobey God, probably on a daily and sometimes on a moment by moment basis. In fact, they will actually disobey
God, because they do not become morally perfect until they reach the eternal Kingdom of God. Nevertheless, they have
embraced the message of Jesus as the Messiah that promises them mercy and morality in eternity. Therefore, Peter is
encouraging them use as much self-control and restraint as they can personally muster to choose not to follow their
desire to disobey God.

To this restraint from immorality, they should make every effort to persevere intheir belief in the midst of all the
pressures to abandon belief in God and follow the erroneous Jewish system of religion that is based upon an improper
view of the Mosaic Covenant and that was current in their day, as Jesus himself discovered and spoke against.

Then, they should also add behavior that demonstrates the respect for God that He deserves, i.e., behavior that
understands that God is the ultimate authority in all of reality and, therefore, should be obeyed. Thus, their behavior
should reflect God’s moral commandments and should reveal that these Jewish Christians are actually different from
their fellow Jews who are also attempting to obey God’s moral commandments, but with the wrong perspective
because of their fundamental unbelief in and disregard for Jesus as the Messiah.

7év 8¢ 11 evoePeiq TV @rhadedpioy, v 8¢ Th erhadeleiq tv dydmnv — At the end of Peter’s list of what should
follow from having become an authentic believer is, first, brotherly love and care for each other within the community
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of Christians and, second, a general love for other human beings which will be part of their continuing to carry out the
apostles’ responsibility of sharing the message of Jesus as the Messiah with the world (or an inward love for God; but it
would seem better to think that the whole list flows out of a love for God, allowing for agape to refer to love for
mankind in general).

cf. Galatians 5:13 Brothers, you were called on the basis of freedom. Only do not use your freedom for an occasion of
the flesh, but serve one another with love.” 5:14 For the whole Torah has been summed up in one statement, You shall
love your neighbor as yourself <Leviticus 19:18>.

cf. Galatians 6:10 Therefore, while we have the opportunity, let us do good towards all men, and especially towards the
members of the household of the faith.

8 zodTa Yo DUV MOTEPXOVTO KO TAEOVELOVTO, 0VK GpYolS 0V8E GKApTOVS KaBIGTNOLY £ig THY T0D KUpiov HUAV
‘Incod Xpiotod éniyveotv — Peter indicates that the presence and even increase of the qualities and things that he
exhorted his readers to provide themselves in the previous three verses (even if what he means by “increasing” is a
firmer single-minded commitment to these qualities) would mean that they are technically living worthwhile lives that
has all to do with their grasping and embracing a proper understanding of Jesus as the Messiah. This is to say that they
are matching their lives with their intellectual understanding and persevering in their understanding. In the light of the
next verses that speak of someone’s abandoning his belief in Jesus as the Messiah, the increase of these qualities that
Peter is talking about refers to a person’s becoming more firmly committed inwardly to the truth of the NT message in
the midst of demonstrating these qualities as much as possible.

% ® yop pi TepeSTV TODTA, TVPAGC EGTIV LLOTALOV, ANV AaBOV T0D KAUOUPIGLOD TOV TAANL 0DTOD "OUAPTIDY —
Jewish readers clue — Peter uses the OT word “cleansing” (xa.6apiondg). Rather than address the issue of the “world”
so to speak that is made up of people who in general rebel against God in the midst of their ignorance of the biblical
message, Peter goes on to talk about unbelievers who have heard this message and have even demonstrated some initial
level of attraction to it. In the light of the possibility that Peter’s readers are Jews to whom Paul wrote Hebrews, Peter is
speaking about Jewish believers in that community who could not sustain their faith in the midst of the intense
persecution that they were enduring and who could find strength in even Paul’s letter. Thus, Peter says that the person
who does not demonstrate the kind of qualities that he listed, even if he had apparently embraced the message of Jesus
as the Messiah and claimed to understand it, is in fact an unbeliever. In other words, these qualities are indeed a
necessary requirement for obtaining God’s mercy, just as is a fundamental belief in Jesus as the Messiah after hearing
about him. If belief is not accompanied by a fundamental desire to continue to belief and grow in one’s understanding
of God, along with a pursuit of basic morality, then the belief is not genuine and will not last.

Peter will go on in chapter 2 to discuss false teachers who have heard and supposedly believed the apostolic message.
However, they have given up their belief and gone back to the erroneous ideas that they held prior to being exposed to
the gospel. Indeed, this very human condition of believing truth and subsequently going back to lies is a major theme of
this letter. Next, Peter will encourage his readers to make sure they do not do this.

10510 uaArov, aderpoi, orovddoate T Pefaicy DUAV THY "KAGLV KOl EKAOYNV "TolEicor TaDTO Yop TO0DVTEC 0D
un wtoionté °wote — Peter is saying that once a person comes to a knowledge of Jesus as the Messiah through whom
he obtains God’s mercy at the judgment, he should always pursue confirming that he is a genuine believer and has been
chosen and selected by God for eternal salvation. This is the most valuable self-knowledge that a human being can
possess. And if a person confirms this through pursuing growth in the qualities that Peter has listed, then he will never
experience the awful consequences of God’s eternal condemnation that occur for those who abandon their belief in
Jesus. Consequently, there is great value in accurate self-knowledge in regard to one’s biblical belief.

1 otog yop TAovsing émyopnynofceton duiv 1 elcodog ™ eic THV aimviov Paciheioy ToD KVpiov NUAV Kol
cwtipog Incod Xpiotod — Peter is saying that the above is how a person survives God’s judgment and is given a clear
and completely unobstructed “path” that he “walks” from the judgment into the eternal Kingdom of God.

If Peter is writing to Jews, then it makes that much more sense that the aionic kingdom (tnv aidviov Baciieiov) begins
with the Millennial Kingdom of Israel’s greatness as God promised in Genesis 12 and then continues with the new
earth (cf. Revelation 20,21).

Cf. Isaiah 26:19, “Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, for your
dew is as the dew of the dawn, and the earth will give birth to the departed spirits (5’;3:3 2827 1TIND (1) 8E yR T@V
aocefav meceitar).” However, compare the LXX translation of Isaiah 26:14 & 19 with respect to 2'827—
iotpoi=healers, doctors in v. 14 and 1@v doep@d@v=ungodly in v. 19. Nevertheless, it makes more sense in the context of
Isaiah that certainly the first be translated doefeig, so that it refers to ungodly people who have oppressed the Jews, the
people of God. Then, in v. 19, consistent with the other lines in the verse, it refers merely to Israelites who have died
but were people of authentic belief, so that, now, they will realize eternal life.

12 A1 peAMic®® diel Dpdc DTOPVICKELY TEPL TOVTOV Koimep 180T Kol £6TNPLYUEVOVE £V T Topoven GANndeiq —
Because the outcome of such a pursuit, which is eternal life, is so important and valuable to Peter’s readers, he feels it
necessary to say these things over and over, even though they already know them—even from Paul! Who knows. It
may be just this time that a person, humanly speaking, responds to Peter’s exhortations, when he may have abandoned
his belief in Jesus in the midst of the hardships of life and the temptation to avoid persecution.

Peter calls the apostolic message the truth is among them, which is to say it comprises the true ideas that Peter and



January 26, 2021 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
2 Peter

others have presented to them and circulates among them as authentic believers. This is in contrast to the false ideas
that also circulate among them and against which Peter is writing.

13 Sikoov 8¢ iyoduon, €@’ 6o0ov eipl v ToVTm T@ oknvepatt, Sieyeipely HUdC év T drouvioel — Peter refers to a
common syndrome among human beings, even after they become inwardly changed by God and authentic believers in
the truth. They easily become dull in the understanding of the truth, as if they have gone to sleep and are no longer a
able to think about reality in a well-mannered way. Peter feels a moral rightness to wake his readers up and to repeat
what they already know over and over as part of what they need to persevere in their belief to the end of their lives.

4 eidag 611 Toviy 0TIV 1 GTE0ESIS TOD TOKNVARATOS LoV TKAOAOG Kl 6 Kuplog MudvS Incotg Xpiotog ENAncéy
pot — Peter’s sense of the rightness of his repeating his exhortations to his readers is enhanced by the fact that he
believes that he does not have long to live, with the idea, obviously, that his death will end any opportunity to speak to
them again with a personal letter or in person. Or, perhaps, he is thinking that the letter will outlast him and, therefore,
be the way that he can repeat these things after he no longer can personally. Jesus had somehow informed Peter that his
life would not be a long one or would end violently like his own (cf. John 21:17-19).

15 6movddom 8¢ °kol €kG.oToTE EYELy DUGC HeTd THY Eunv EE080v THV ToVTOV "uviuny moleichon — Peter is thinking
either of the mere effort of writing this letter as the means for their being able to recall these ideas from the document
after his death. Or he is thinking of putting the kind of effort into this letter that makes these ideas as clear and
understandable as possible to his readers so that they can recall them later, even if they do not have access to the actual
letter itself.

16 0% yap oeco@iopévolg pidoic eEakorovBricavteg éyvopicauey Duiv Thv Tod kvpiov NudvV Incod Xpiotod
Svvopy Kol Tapovsiay GAAN énémTan yevn0évieg Thg €xeivov peyaierdtntog — Here, the “we” must refer to the Peter,
James, and John as members of the original apostles and not to, for example, Paul or even any of the other apostles.
Therefore, these are Christians to whom Paul has written (2 Peter 3:15) but who did not hear the message of Jesus the
Messiah originally from him. They heard it from Peter and/or James and/or John and, most likely, therefore, in
Jerusalem, because of the strong possibility that these men never left Jerusalem on the basis of no mention in Acts or
other NT documents of their having done so. In addition, Peter’s readers must be from a city outside of jerusalme and
relatively far away, because he is writing them a letter. Therefore, they must have visited Jerusalem, probably during
one of the three OT fesitivals, and maybe even asked to see the head apostles because they had heard about and become
intrigued with the news of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. Then, they had become believers, returned to their Jewish
community in some other city, perhaps even outside of Israel proper, and now were being encouraged by Peter in their
faith through this letter. Consequently, could this group be the Jewish Christian community to whom Paul wrote
Hebrews? If so, then Peter has written to them before, too, but not with 1 Peter (cf. 2 Peter 3:1 and my notes on 1
Peter).

In this verse, Peter is claiming to have been an eyewitness of Jesus’ life as the Messiah, i.e., his “power and presence”
whereby he performed miracles as brought about by God and claimed to be the long expected King and Priest of the
Jews. And his life included the incident on the mountain when Moses and Elijah appeared to a transformed Jesus with
gleaming white clothes (his “grandeur”) along with the voice out of heaven from the transcendent Father that stated
clearly Jesus’ identity and role as the Son of God (cf. Matthew 17:1-13). Only James and John were with Jesus and
Peter at this time.

Two broad possibilities — 1) Someone is accusing the apostles of making up the story and message of Jesus of Nazareth
as the Messiah, e.g., the leaders of current rabbinic Judaism who may be claiming that the apostles have embellished
the stories of Jesus to make him out to be the God-ordained and resurrected Messiah (whereas, in stark contrast to this,
Peter, James, and John experienced firsthand God’s miraculous actions toward Jesus to verify his Messiahship), or 2)
Peter is accusing all those who present explanations of reality that do not include Jesus as the Messiah of concocting
myths (=explanations of reality that are not based upon an accurate understanding of the OT and reality). Narrowing
this last possibility, Peter is talking about either a) Gentile pagans who have made up all the myths of their polytheism
that explain their gods, or b) Jewish rabbis who have made up the Oral Law that they teach within Judaism. If Peter is
writing to Jewish Christians, then either 1) or 2b). It seems more likely that 1) is the case, that the false teachers, like
the Jews against whom Paul writes Hebrews, are denying that Jesus is the Messiah while continuing to worship with
the Jewish believers, because this is what they all have always done in the Jewish community in which they live.
However, in this case, the false teachers are encouraging the Jewish believers to abandon their belief in Jesus as the
Messiah and return to be simply Mosaic Covenant following Jews.

7 MaBov yop mapd T 60D TaTpOg TNV KoL SOEQV PmVig EvexBeiong adTd To18GdE DO THS HEYOAOTPEToDE SOENC:
0 VI6g pov 6 &yommTdg LoV 0VTAG 6TV “gig OV &y®* evddknca — cf. Matthew 17:2 And He was transfigured before
them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.

Peter’s “proof” of the veracity of his information about Jesus is the miraculous transformation of Jesus into a visible
state of glory while talking to Moses and Elijah and then God’s voice from His transcendent position of Jesus’ identity
and role. These too sequential acts of God of an unusual and glorious nature of which Peter was an eyewitness with
James and John allows him to comment in the following verses on the role of a prophet of God. It must involve God’s
communicating to the prophet exactly what He wants him to say on His behalf. Therefore, Peter, James, and John had
not only Jesus’ instructing them as the Messiah, but also the transcendent God’s instructing them through Jesus’
transfiguration and His own audible voice within the creation. By virtue of the two manners in which these three men



January 26, 2021 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
2 Peter

had received truth from God, i.e., through His Messiah and through His miraculous change of Jesus accompanied by
His own voice, they took on the role of true prophets to the people.

It would have been interesting to see what the reaction would have been if Jesus’ transfiguration and God’s voice had
taken place in the sight of a large Jewish crowd that included the Pharisees and Sadducees. The theological fact is that
without God’s changing any of their hearts, they would still have rejected Jesus and executed him as a charlatan,
because certainly his thousands (?) of miracles displayed a similar glory which they should have recognized as God’s
credentialing him as the Messiah.

It is also interesting that Peter cites this event instead of Jesus’ resurrection and appearance to his disciples. I wonder if
it has something to do with the Jews’ expectations of the visible glory of the Messiah who restores the Davidic
Kingdom and destroys their enemies. Cf. Zechariah 14:1 Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken
from you will be divided among you. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be
captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut
off from the city. 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. 4
In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of
Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward
the north and the other half toward the south. 5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the
mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the *earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!

18 ol Tad TV THY @oviv el frovoaey TEE 0vpavoD EvexBeicav cUV odT® GvTeC &V T® ‘dyim dper’ — Even
though the gospel accounts indicate that there were several occasions when God spoke like this into the created reality
about Jesus, Peter refers to just one time specifically, that on the so-called Mt. of Transfiguration (cf. Matthew 17:1-
13). Could he be referring to this particular time because of its similarity to Moses who heard the voice of God on Mt.
Sinai, from which the rabbinic leaders are claiming that they are deriving their authoritative understanding of God and
reality? Thus, Peter would be saying to them that James, John, and he had their own Moses-like experience with the
transcendent Creator that went on to include their being taught the biblical message by the Messiah himself. In any
event, the “we” can refer to just the three apostles who were there—Peter, James and John, the latter two being
brothers.

The point that Peter is making that, in spite of what the false teachers are saying, he has divine proof that Jesus is the
Messiah, which means that his readers have a divine and moral obligation to listen to and believe what he has to say
about Jesus. Cf. v. 19.

19 ko Exopev BePodTepov TOV TPOPNTIKOV AGYOV, @ KUADC TOLEITE TPOGEXOVTES (S AVXV®D QOIVOVTL £V OLOYUNPD
161, f0g 00 T Nuépa Sravydion Kol fPmeeopog Gvateidn év taig kapdiaig Yudv — On the basis of his eyewitness
experience with both Jesus as the Son of God and the transcendent Creator, Peter can claim that James, John, and he
have just that much more certainty of the truth of what they proclaim, which he calls the “prophetic message” (tov
TPoENTIKOV Adyov), i.e., the information about Jesus as the Messiah that originally came from the transcendent Creator
and was conveyed by not only Jesus’ own words, but also the events of his life. Peter and the other apostles learned of
the Messiah through the “prophetic message” so to speak that was the life and words of the Messiah himself. Peter,
James, and John became even more confident in the veracity of this message and its messianic ideas when, on the Mt.
of Transfiguration, they saw Jesus change into a brightly shining icon of God and they heard Yahweh explicitly declare
in their human language from His transcendent position that Jesus is the Davidic king. We know from the gospel
accounts that this statement by God occurred on two other occasions also (cf. Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; Mark 1:11; 9:7;
12:6; Luke 3:22; 20:13. Also cf. John 12:28).

In addition, because of the eternal impact of this message, Peter says that his readers should give great enduring
attention to it throughout the rest of their lives, implying that doing so will result in a great benefit for them. The
presence of this information is like a lamp that shines in the moral and spiritual darkness that exists on earth apart from
it, just as Paul says in Ephesians 5:16, “The days are evil” (cf. John 1:5 — Indeed, the light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not win out over it). Thus, if someone wants to live life well and not “stumble” over unseen rocks of
error, he should embrace the “light” of the message of Jesus as the Messiah. The result will be that the “day will dawn
and the morning star will rise in a person’s heart,” meaning that the person will experience the transition from the
present dark realm of moral depravity through the final judgment to the bright morning light of the eternal Kingdom of
God where Jesus will reign as king.

There are other passages that use the phrase “morning star,” such as Revelation 2:28, where Jesus says that he will give
“the morning star” (tov dotépa tov Tpwivov) to the person who endures in his belief. Then, in Revelation 22:16, Jesus
calls himself “the bright morning star” (6 dotnp 0 Aapurpog 6 Tpwivdg). There is also Isaiah 14:12, where the evil king
of Babylon is called “the star of the morning, son of the dawn” (77%/~]2 5}:’?}) (6 Ewo@Opog O TPOL AVUTEAL®V).
Consequently, this label was an idiomatic expression in the agricultural societies of the ANE that referred to the
optimistic hope that people could have when nighttime ended and morning dawned that they were alive and well for
surviving another day whereby they could do the work that was necessary in order to provide food, shelter, clothing,
and protection from their enemies for themselves. Even the king of Babylon had referred to himself this way as the
supposedly wise and powerful ruler of his people, thus elevating himself above Yahweh in his own mind and in the
mind of the subjects of his empire. In a similar vein, Peter calls eternal life the “morning star” for his readers, because it
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will be when they transition from this dark and immoral realm into it that they will experience the same kind of
optimistic hope and enjoyment that the ANE people experienced when every day dawned a new day.

20 10810 TPATOV YIVGOGKOVTEC GTL TAGW ‘TPoPNTELD, Ypoeiic® idiag émAvcemg ob yiveton — Jewish readers clue —
Peter uses the word “writing/scripture” (ypogn)) to refer to the OT. Option #1 — Peter affirms that a proper explanation
of the OT prophets’ message cannot come merely from whatever human beings might want to imagine that it is. Option
#2 — Peter affirms that a proper explanation of God by the OT prophets did not ultimately come from them, but from
God.

In the case of James, John, and him, Peter is following up on what he said in vs. 16 & 17 to the effect that it was God
who “told” him (and James and John) that Jesus is the Messiah through Jesus’ life and words, including the experience
that they had when God explicitly spoke from His transcendent position into the story of the created reality. Therefore,
option #2 above makes more sense, so that Peter is also saying that the false teachers’ authority to speak on behalf of
God is nothing in comparison to James’, John’s, and his. The false teachers have not heard from God. James, John, and
Peter have. By this they are “certain” that what they say about Jesus is true. Can the false teachers cite a similar
experience with God? Obviously not.

Similarly, should people just start talking about God as though they know what they are talking about, as though God
has given them the “prophetic message” so to speak, even if they have “studied” the Bible and been “trained” by
supposedly reputable instructors, e.g., seminary professors, or, perhaps, are members of this esteemed class of
Christians, i.e., seminary professors and ordained pastors? No. All they can do is point to the apostles and other biblical
authors while getting out of the way of individuals’ doing their own work.

2L 0% yop BEAMLOTL GVOPGOTOL TVEXOT T *TpognTEio TOTEY, GALY DTO TVEVUOITOC Gyiov Qepdevol ELGANCAY G
0ol dvBpwmor — Peter is stating categorically and unambiguously that the explanations of God in the OT are not from
the imaginations of man but from the mouth of God. Thus, they are true. In the same way, Peter is claiming apostolic
authority for James, John, and himself as those who initially and now in letter have presented the “prophetic message”
of the NT ideas of Jesus as the Messiah to these readers. Just as the OT prophets’ ideas about Yahweh were true,
Peter’s ideas about Jesus as the Messiah are true.

cf. Jeremiah 23:21,22 — I did not send the prophets, but they ran. I did not speak to them, but they spoke. But if they
had stood in My council, then they would have made My people hear My words, and they would have turned them
back from their evil way and from the evil of their actions.

22 EyévovTo 8¢ Kol Wevdompo@fitor &V 1@ Ao@’, ®¢ Ko £v VUiV Ecovion yendodiddokaAol, oiTIveC TOPEIGEEOVCIY
QPEGELS ATOAEING KL TOV AYOPAGUVTO GVTOVG SEGTOTNV GPVOVUEVOL ETAYOVIESG "ENVTOIG TOYLVIV ATOAEIOLY —
Having used in the previous verses the example of prophets as spokesmen of God in the OT, Peter now refers to the
fact that there were people who claimed to be spokesmen for God in the OT, but who dissemnated lies for the sake of
their own egos and not for God. While it should be obvious that a person cannot speak on behalf of God without God’s
making it clear that He is granting this responsibility and privilege to him, certain people in OT times arrogantly did try
to pawn themselves off as authoritative, divine spokesmen when they had no business doing so.

For example, Jeremiah 23:16, “Thus says Yahweh of hosts, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are
prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility. They speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the
mouth of Yahweh.””

In the same way, so-called Christians will claim that they can teach the biblical message and will seek to lure people to
follow them, when these teachers are, in fact, abandoning the apostolic message. Peter will go on to explain that the
thrust of their message will appeal to people’s emotions and earthly desires, while ignoring the key element of the cross
that the Messiah has died to qualify to be their advocate at the final judgment and to obtain for them mercy and eternal
life. They may even mention Jesus and the cross, but their misunderstanding of the significance of his death will, in
effect, be a refusal to pay attention to him.

Another clue that Peter is writing to Jewish readers is that he speaks of false prophets among the people
(wevdompoghtor ‘€v T® Aa@d), so that he feels that he does not have to name these people specifically as the “Jews” or
“Israelites.”

These false prophets were men who claimed that they were explaining God correctly, as though they were speaking
authoritatively and justifiably on His behalf, when they had no clear, biblical nor divine evidence to do so. Therefore,
because they were not “moved by the Holy Spirit” (v. 21 — dw6 wveduatog ayiov @epduevor), they were merely false
prophets.

Cf. Jeremiah 26, especially vs. 7 & 8, “The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the house of Yahweh. When Jeremiah finished speaking all that Yahweh had commanded him to speak to all
the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You must die! Why have you prophesied
in the name of Yahweh saying, “This house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate, without inhabitant”?” And
all the people gathered about Jeremiah in the house of Yahweh.”

It is key to note that the false prophets of Jeremiah’s day spoke enthusiastically about Yahweh and put great effort into
worshiping Him in Jerusalem in the temple. In line with this, all the rest of the Israelites in the southern Kingdom of
Judah were outwardly worshiping God and speaking of Him. However, they were in fact engaging in great evil by the
prophets’ not correctly understanding God and orally representing Him properly to the people, so that they decided to
follow these erroneous spokesmen, rather than thinking clearly about what they were saying. In this way, they, like the
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false teachers who will be among the Christians to whom Peter is writing, “refused to pay attention to the Owner who
bought them,” i.e., to Yahweh.

Thus, Peter claims that, just as there were false prophets among the Jews in OT times who gave the impression that
they were speaking on behalf of Yahweh and yet were not, his readers will see the same phenomenon among them. The
false prophets of old spoke enthusiastically about God while claiming that the people’s adherence to the Mosaic
Covenant and the traditions that had been derived from it was pleasing to God and constituted proper obedience to
Him. Likewise, Peter’s readers will find that people will say the same thing among them, to they effect that they
portray themnselves as being equally apostolic as Peter, James, and John, while professing to follow Yahweh and
believe in Jesus as the Messiah.

In addition, based upon other statements in this letter, these false teachers have been exposed to the message of Jesus as
the Messiah and have even appeared to embrace it authentically. However, by virtue of their current perspective that is
based upon human and not divine ideas, they have now rejected this message and gone back to focusing on the Mosaic
Covenant—even while continuing to participate in the Christian community and to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.
These are Judaizers who are Judaizing Jewish believers and not Gentile believers as in Galatians. Also, in this way,
they are “refusing to pay attention to the Owner [God, Yahweh] who bought them [with the death of the Messiah].”
Just as the ramifications for the OT false prophets were condemnation from God, there will be the eternal kind of
condemnation for these false teachers who are operating within the Christian community. These false teachers must
also be the same people in whom the characteristics of 1:5-7 do not actually exist, no matter how much they may try to
give the appearance of such (cf. 1:9). They are harsh and oppressive, not loving like the apostles. Therefore, they
demonstrate their inwardness that destines them for eternal condemnation and not salvation (cf. Galatians 1:8,9 — 1:8
However, even if we or the angelos from heaven were to proclaim to you a message of good news that is the opposite
of that which we did proclaim to you, let him be eternally condemned. 1:9 As we have said before and now I am saying
again, if someone proclaims to you a message that is contrary to what you embraced, let him be condemned).

23 ko TOAAOL £EaKOAOVONGOVGIV DTOV TS Goehyeiong ST odg 1 "080¢ THig dAndeiog Pracenundrcetal — Peter
labels the intentions and pursuits of the false teachers who subscribe to an erroneous perspective on the Mosaic
Covenant as characterized by doéryewa. Jude 4 uses the word, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who
were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into
licentiousness (&oélyewn) and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ [NAS95].” Thus, the word refers to
thinking that one has the moral license to do whatever he wants. These people pursue evil with total abandon. These
teachers obviously will regard the true message of Jesus the Messiah as erroneous, thus distorting the ideas in the Bible,
while also claiming to be Christians and to be definitely and completely committed to the Mosaic Covenant.
Consequently, the evil that they pursue with total abandon is religious adherence to the Mosaic Covenant that may
include the same kind of worldly immorality (financial cheating, sexual immorality, etc.) of which the OT prophets
accused the Israelites (cf. Jeremiah 23:91f.), but it does not have to. It could be just a commitment to a religious
lifestyle that lacks a proper understanding of God, because these people grab certain ideas from the Bible, using them
to promote a kind of Christianity that suits their emotional needs, while then ignoring other ideas in the Bible that
would fill out their understanding, but are simply unattractive to them. Thus, their doéhyeia is a complete lack of self-
restraint when it comes to authentic morality.

However, the real immorality for these Jewish false teachers would be their thinking that they are good enough to make
themselves worthy of God’s blessings and even mercy, which is a contradiction in terms. Modern Christians do the
same thing by talking about God’s “honoring” their actions that will result in His blessing them. Earned mercy is an
oxymoron, biblically and properly speaking, because even the condition for obtaining God’s mercy, changed
inwardness and repentance, must be graced and granted by God in order for mercy itself to be graced. Thus, grace
through and through is the only ultimate and efficient cause not only of the human condition required to obtain God’s
mercy, but also of the divine dispensing of mercy.

In addition, because these false teachers are promoting a false way of understanding Yahweh and the Messiah, they will
speak derisively and disrespectfully of the true way of understanding God, because it will not fit with their man-made
agenda and intentions for how to teach and follow the Bible. Therefore, in the midst of teaching the Bible, they will
actually be rejecting the Bible!! They will refuse to accept certain key ideas of the Bible and will use only those ideas
that suit their selfish purposes for creating out of the Bible a religion called “Christianity.” The result will be that those
who follow them will commit the same error of speaking disrespectfully of the actual truth of the Bible, even while
claiming to teach the Bible.

24 ko v TheoveEio TAOGTOIC AGYOIS VUGS EUTOPEVGOVTOL, 0IC TO KPILO SKTOANL OVK GpYel KO 1) ATOAELD ODTAV
00 "vuotdler — Peter indicates that greed is what motivates these false teachers. This may not be greed for money, but it
could be greed for applause and approval by man, including greed for power that allows these teachers to manipulate
people into approving of them. ITAeov, like TAewv, is the comparative of Tolvg, which means much. E€iq comes from
éxwv. Thus, the word means having more than much, i.e., a desire for more than much, or more than what one either
deserves or currently has. The false teachers “sell” their erroneous perspective on the Mosaic Covenant to the Jewish
believers, hoping to garner their support and to collect them as followers. They want much more than the applause and
support that is actually proper for human spokesmen on behalf of God, who should get all the applause and support.
Peter also says that their ideas and statements (Adyoig) about God are man-made. The word he uses is tiactoig, from
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which we get our word plastic. The statements that these false teachers make about God come from ideas that they
shape and mold apart from the true message of the Bible. Thus, their statements serve their own self-interests, as was
the case for the false prophets in OT times, but not those of God. For example, Jeremiah 23:16, “Thus says Yahweh of
hosts, ‘Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are leading you into futility. They
speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of Yahweh.””

Consequently, God’s justice and destruction are simply waiting patiently for these Jewish rebels of God and of the
Jewish Messiah.

2 Bl yap 6 0e0¢ ByYELOV GUUPTNOEVTIOV 00K EPEIGOTO ALY TGelpaic (OQOV TOPTUPOCUC TUPESOKEY €1C KPIoV
Ftnpovuévoug — Anchor Bible Dictionary, [Dead, Abode of the] “In 2 Pet 2:4 mention is made of casting rebel angels
into Tartarus. In classical Greek mythology murky Tartarus was said to be as far below Hades as earth is below the
heavens, so much so that an anvil could fall for nine days and nights until it reached it. Tartarus is described as a prison
with gates, and it too is personified (Homer Iliad 8.13—16; Hesiod Theog. 713-35).”

Who are these angeloi? Assuming that Peter is presenting these examples in chronological order, these would have to
be beings who existed prior to Noah and who demonstrated rebellion against God. Are they the Nephilim and “sons of
God” (b”ﬁ5§g‘”;;) (o1 viol t00 Beov) of Genesis 6:1,2,4? Probably not, because it makes the most sense that the “sons
of God” were great men and rulers who were seen as their chief god’s proxy, not angels per se, because they had
children by women of their day. The point of Genesis 6:1,2,4 is that these powerful men saw women as objects to be
taken, as many as they could acquire as wives (2'¢3) (yvveixag), and used for their own selfish ends. In this way, the
“daughters of men” were “good” (N2&) (xaai), so that they took “whomever they chose” (1772 /N 5';7_3) (&mo
TacAV OV EEeLEEQVTO).

Perhaps, the angeloi were self-proclaimed messengers of God who attempted to explain the nature of reality on the
basis of their own rebellious minds and hearts, because they were not “moved by the Holy Spirit” (v. 21 — vo
TVEVPATOG ayiov @epduevor), i.e., OT “prophets,” who lived prior to Noah. However, Peter seems to list all the
unbelievers of Noah’s time in v. 5, thus making the latter different from the angeloi of v. 4, unless he goes back in time
with the second example.

Or, and most likely, the angeloi were simply invisible, angelic beings who were rebels against God as Satan, the
Adversary, has been. However, because they do not die, they simply were relegated to a location within the created
reality where they are being kept for their own final judgment that will result in eternal destruction. The definite
inference from this passage in 2 Peter is that these angeloi still exist in a prison-like location until the final “judgment”
takes place. Is this the same “final” judgment that human beings will experience, or is it simply a judgment-like
experience where the angeloi will eventually suffer destruction as rebellious human beings will also? It probably does
not matter.

The point is that God did not overlook the evil behavior of these rebellious beings, and His intent is to condemn and
destroy them eventually.

26 o Gpxolion KGGUOV 0VK £peicato GALG YSoov Nde Sikonosvvng kNpuko EQUVANEEY KATUKAVOUOV "KOGHL®
doefav éndatag — In chronological order, Peter refers to another incident in the past in OT history where God dealt
with rebellious people while also rescuing those who were inwardly changed and authentic believers in God. In this
case, God saved Noah and his family from the flood that destroyed the rest of mankind who were evil and refused to
obey God by repenting and pursuing morality (Genesis 6-9).

2T ko moAelg Todépev ko Topdppac Te@pdcog [Katastpo@h] Kotékpivey® vrdderyno peAléviov "doepé(c v
tefelkac — Again in chronological order, Peter refers to a third event in OT history whereby a minority of folks escaped
the destruction that God brought on those who had rejected Him as their God. In this case, it was Lot, Abraham’s
nephew, along with the rest of his family, who were spared physical death when God rained fire and brimstone down
on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah along the Dead Sea (cf. Genesis 19).

Peter says that God was using His treatment of the evil people of Sodom and Gomorrah as proof of His justice that will
extend to anyone else future to these people, if they continue in their rebellion against God like those in these two
cities. Nevertheless, God will also rescue from His condemnation those who have authentic belief in Him. These two
responses to people, condemnation and salvation, are His pattern.

cf. Jeremiah 23:14 - ... All of them have become to Me like Sodom and her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

Therefore, indeed, these OT stories are clear and sufficient evidence of God’s justice and should serve as adequate
examples (vrdderypa) for all future generations of Jews and Gentiles to warn them away from false ideas and
disobeying God.

28 o Sikaov A®T KaTOTOVOUIEVOY VO THS TV GBéoumV &V doedlyein GvacTpo@iic éppvcato — See comments
above regarding doekyeio in 2:2. Lot felt the effect of being surrounded by people who had no compunction about
behaving in an openly immoral manner in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Indeed, he felt beat down, oppressed, and
tyrannized (katarovovpevov) emotionally and psychologically to the point of being worn out by the arrogance and
proliferation of the evil that surrounded him. Perhaps, Lot even felt tempted to engage in the evil of his day because of
his own moral depravity. Thus, his struggle was not only with the immorality outside of him but also with the
immorality inside of him.

Here &ixoiov, along with dixatog and dikaiav in the next verse, refer to Lot’s being correctly oriented towards God
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inwardly, such that he had a desire for biblical, moral goodness instead of evil, in spite of his own moral depravity. In
other words, he was truly a genuinely, divinely changed man who had authentic belief. In the same way, the a.dikovg of
v. 9 are those who remain oriented away from God in the midst of their moral depravity.

29 BAEUMOLTL YO KO GiKOT] °0 STKOoog £YKOITOIKAY £v adToic Muépay £€ MUépac YoV Stkaicy Gvopolg épyorg
épacdvilev — See notes in previous verse.

30 0idev kUprog evoePeic &x Tmepacuod "Pprechot, Gdikovg 8¢ eig Huépav kpiceme kolalouévoug Tnpeiv — Peter puts
the responsibility for the outcome of people’s lives in response to the evil around them and in them squarely on the
shoulders of God—ultimately. It is He who knows how to make people survive the temptation towards evil and the
testing of their belief when they persistently encounter the unpleasant evil surrounding them by causing them to
persevere in their belief, and it is He who knows how to make people continue in their rebellion against Him with the
final result that He punishes them with eternal destruction.

Thus, this verse is one of the most encouraging in the Bible, if a person adequately understands the depth of his own
moral depravity and human susceptability to abandon belief in God in the midst of the various pressures of life here on
earth to give up embracing God as one’s ultimate desire. For example, in the midst of intense pain, a person will
naturally want immediate relief from the pain rather than future escape from God’s eternal condemnation. In the midst
of intense immoral temptation, a person will want immediate satisfaction of the immoral impulse rather than future
escape from God’s eternal condemnation. In the midst of unpleasant immorality and lack of moral self-restraint, a
person will think about giving up on God who has promised relief from this unpleasantness and discomfort—because it
feels just too far off, perhaps.

3 ndaoto 8¢ ToUg OTicm GoPKOg &V TETIBVUIN ‘UIGHOD TOPEVOUEVOVS' KOl KVPLOTNTOS KOTHQPPOVODVTOC. TOAUNTOL
ov0adeig, T d0&ag 0v tpéuovotv Bracenuodvieg — Peter describes the false teachers as men who are merely following
their natural born moral rebellion against God that comprises a fundamental desire for that which is evil. In addition,
they are completely ignoring the clear authority and right that God, His Messiah, and the apostles have to correct and
instruct them in their understanding of reality.

These false teachers should be shaking in their boots whenever they reject the truth of God which He has revealed
through Jesus the Messiah and through his apostles such as Peter, James, and John, who personally heard God speak on
the Mt. of Transfiguration. They think that they are talking respectfully and correctly about “majestic things,” i.e., of
God, but, in fact, they are being insolent and insubordinate towards God. They are only pretending to be good, when
they are committed to evil.

32 8wov dyyehot ioyvi Kol Suvduel ueiloveg Bviec 00 PEPOVGIV KAT OOTOV “Tapd KVpiov® PAGGENUOV KpioY —
Again, we have more information in this statement about Peter’s cosmology. There are invisible beings, angeloi, who
have a kind of access to God such that they could go before Him and appeal to Him to deal immediately with these
false teachers who are rebels against God. The inference is that, instead, these angeloi are waiting patiently for God’s
final judgment.

Peter is also saying that these invisible beings are, in some sense, more powerful than human beings, which seems to
give them to right to go before God and express their opinions about these rebellious people.

3 00101 8¢ ¢ Groyo LD “yeyeEVVNUEVO QUOTKE gig GAOGTV Kol PBOpPAY &V 01¢ GyvoodoLy PAOGENUODVTES, &V T
@0opQ avTdV “Kal eOaprcovion’ — Peter indicates that human rebellion against God causes people to act like animals
who have no moral compass to speak of and who behave simply on the basis of their instincts and physical desires,
except, in the case of human beings, their instincts and desires are of a rebellious quality with respect to God. Animals
cannot weigh the moral quality of their choices. If they desire to eat, they pursue eating, regardless of the means and
consequences by which they go about fulfilling their desire. If they desire to have sex, they pursue having sex,
regardless of the means and consequences by which they go about fulfilling their desire. If they desire to get from point
A to point B, they pursue making the journey, regardless of the means and consequences by which they go about
fulfilling their desire.

People, who are committed to rebelling against God, are no different in their seeking to fulfill their desires. The means
and consequences of their actions, especially the eternal consequences, are of no concern to them. The end justifies the
means.

Peter also indicates that the thinking and behavior of these rebellious people are nothing less than irrational (GLoya).
Their thinking and actions defy logic, when the truth of God and His justice and mercy are taken into account. In other
words, it makes no sense that people would pursue immorality in the light of who God is and what He threatens, which
is His justice, of which Paul tells us in Romans 1 everyone is aware.

Peter also states that these irrationally thinking individuals have been born in line with the natural order of things for
animals, who are appropriately hunted and killed by man, typically for food. However, these irrational, human rebels
against God will be hunted by God and killed by Him. This is to say that God will basically scour the earth looking for
them and will destroy then once He finds them. As Peter says in 1 Peter 2:8, “to [this end] they were appointed.”

Peter also indicates that their statements about reality constitute a total disrespect for truth. In his day and among his
readers, these are people who speak confidently about the importance of following the Mosaic Covenant, but they
basically are intellectual morons while claiming to be so smart.

The outcome of these people’s lives as human beings motivated to think and speak irrationally will be a disappearance
of their very existence when God destroys them for their commitment to immorality and evil.
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34 Gducovpevol woBov Gdiiog, HSOVIY NYovuevol THY &V NUEPQ “TPVLENV, GTIAOL KO UALOL EVIPLODVTES EV TOIC
TATATUIG DTV GVVEVOYOVUEVOL DUIV — "KOULOVUEVOL X* A C5.33. 81, 307. 436. 442. 642. 1448. 1611. 1735. 1739. 2344,
2492 Byz latt sy’ co ! txt P N* B P W 1175. 1243. 1852 sy” |_ — While &:ucovpevor (= suffering wrong) gets to basically the
same thing, koutovpevor makes more sense, i.e., that unbelievers receive the proper wage of their evil, which is
destruction.

The first present participle xoptovpevor most likely follows the sense of the previous future tense verb 6apricovron.
Thus Peter is saying that these people, who are abject rebels against God, will be paid an appropriate wage for their
moral depravity—God’s justice and being eternally destroyed, even while they consider it a delightful aspect of human
life that they can respond to their physical desires and do whatever they want to do to satisfy and fulfill them—all in the
name of God and Jesus as the Messiah.

In Titus 3:3, Paul lists 18ovn as one of the vices which even he was pursuing as a committed, religious Jew. Thus, it
refers to basic human pleasures that serve people in their rebellion against God, whether non-religious or religious
pleasures. James mentions these as the source of conflicts between people, probably when the pursuit of satisfying the
desires that they feel collide, so that each person will attempt to hinder the other in reaching his goals. In Luke 7:25,
Jesus uses tpven to refer to the luxury of the wealthy, i.e., their living in comfort as a result of their self-indulgence.
Here, Peter is referring to Jewish false teachers who consider it a great comfort to pursue satisfying their human
religious desires in rebellion against God.

Looking at other uses of cuvevmygopa, it could mean simply spending time with others, i.e., hanging out with them.
This makes sense unless Peter is talking specifically about some kind of kosher meals that Jews had together. One
might think that these people who reject truth would shun those who embrace truth. However, Peter claims that they are
right there in the midst of authentic believers, but they are clearly interpreting the opportunity to be together differently.
The believers view their time together as genuine acts of worship towards Yahweh and His Messiah. The non-believers
view their corporate gatherings as acts of worship towards Yahweh, but, because their thinking is irrational as Peter has
explained, their actions bear no authentic spiritual quality. Again, they are like spiritually incapable and logically
challenged animals.

33 5BV EXOVTEC °UeEGTONE TLOLXOABOC KO FEKOTATONGTOVG GuapTiog, deledlovies Yoo GoTnpikTong,
kopdiov yeyvpvoaouévny wtieoveéiog €xovies, katapog tékva — Peter refers to the spiritual adultery of the false
teachers who are claiming that the Mosaic Covenant is more important than the Messiah. Their inner “eyes” so to speak
look to commit evil by rejecting the truth of the NT message of the Messiah. They never stop pursuing evil in the
midst of hoping to win co-rebels to their cause by encouraging people who are not wholly established in the apostolic
message to believe in the nature of reality that has its focus on the Mosaic Covenant and not on Jesus. Cf. Ezekiel 16:38
— Thus I will judge you [rebellious Israelites] like women who commit adultery (Ri2N3 *p2Li) (éxducioet potxairidog)
or shed blood are judged; and I will bring on you the blood of wrath and jealousy. Cf. Ezekiel 23:45 — But they,
righteous men, will judge them with the judgment of adulteresses (M2X] BDLR) (éxdikricel porxadidog) and with the
judgment of women who shed blood, because they are adulteresses and blood is on their hands.

The commitment to moral depravity of these false teachers results in their being unfaithful to God, longing constantly
to pursue immorality, even religious immorality, and seeking to have others join them in their false worship of God.
This will satisfy their greed for human approval, but it will also result in their being judged as rebels by God and
receiving the appropriate consequence of eternal destruction. Thus, they stand to be cursed and not blessed by God.

36 xatokeimovieg evOeiav 630V ETAoviiNoay, Eakolovfcovtes T 68@ oD Baadu tod FBocdp, °o¢ modov
adikiog "Mydnnoev — Rather than having walked down the road of truth, especially the apostolic truth, which Peter
calls straight because of its moral boundaries, keeping immorality outside the road, these teachers of false ideas wander
constantly into the rough along the road that is characterized by evil, just as the OT false prophet Balaam did in
Numbers 22-24. He was enticed by the wealth that he would receive from Balak, who hired him to curse the Israelites.
But God stopped him on his way to meet Balak and convinced him to say only what He told him. Otherwise, he would
have died.

3T gheyev 8¢ Eoyev 1dlog mapoavopicc HToLVYIOV GPOVOV £V FEAVOpOTOV POVI® PBEYEGIEVOV EKOAVGEY TV TOD
npoe1Tov "Tapagpoviov — God miraculously communicated to Balaam through a donkey when he was headed towards
destruction. Peter’s implication is that only a miracle of God can change these false teachers so that they appropriately
believe and pursue the truth of the apostolic message. Otherwise, they will continue to spew false ideas in line with
their immoral passions as he goes on to explain in vs. 17-19.

By using the word rTapa@poviav = insanity, Peter is indicating just how bizarre it is for any human being to oppose
God.

38 00101 elow TNYOL EvLdpot ‘Kol duixhat’ Vo Aailarog Ehovvopevat, oig °6 {6@og ToD 6KOTOVS T TETHPNTAL —
Peter uses these metaphors to highlight the fact that people who are promoting lies in regard to reality are both empty
of good ideas and headed for big trouble. First, they are “waterless springs.” They think that they provide a satisfying
drink of good ideas to those who listen to them, but their ideas are basically without content, because they are false.
They are “dark clouds in the sky” that are being driven along by the winds of a storm. In this case, the storm is the full
force of evil in the world that relentlessly assaults the minds and emotions of all human beings. However, the end result
for these people will be the darkness of destruction and annihilation by God.
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39 Hmépoyka yop portondntog @Oeyyouevol dedediovoty v "EmBupiong capkdg "dcelyeiong ToUg "OMywg [(Evtag]
TATOPEVYOVTIOG TOVG €V TAGVY GVOGTPEPOUEVOVS — TOALY WG p72 & A B W 33. 436 latt? sy? co? i oAryov 2344 latt? sy? co?
Vixt N* C P 048. 5. 81. 307. 442. 642. 1175. 1243. 1448. 1611. 1735. 1739. 1852. 2492 Byz |

“boastful things...purpose” = a pursuit of the Mosaic Covenant from a legalistic perspective? Most likely. Peter says
that these people who are committed to evil right in the midst of authentic Jewish believers constantly encourage in one
way or another the believers to abandon the truth of Jesus as the Messiah, and the fact of the matter is that the believers
in a sense barely avoid being swallowed up by the attractiveness of their professional pleadings. These false teachers,
who are driven by their own strong immoral desires that result in actions that are completely outside the boundaries of
God’s moral commandments, are very persuasive, and the implication is that only a clear grasp of the biblical and
apostolic message will prevent someone from concluding that their ideas are true. Because of what Peter has already
argued in 2:9, authentic believers “barely” escape being enticed into rejecting truth by virtue of God’s faithfulness to
them to cause them to persevere in their belief so as to remain qualified for His eternal mercy and the outcome, eternal
life.

40 grevBepioy adToic EmoryyeAAGUEVOL, adTOL S0DAOL "OTAPYOVTES THE POOPEC @ Y& TIC HTTNToL, TOVTO T
dedovimton — To be coherent with the phrase “slaves of destruction,” Peter means “freedom from condemnation and
destruction” by the word éLevbepiav. The false Jewish teachers are promising the Jewish believers in Jesus the Messiah
freedom from God’s condemnation by promoting merely the idea of obeying the Mosaic Covenant. However, Peter
says that these false teachers are going to be overcome by God’s destroying them, because it is to this that they are
chained like slaves because of their innate rebellion against God, from which they have not escaped. Maybe they are
accepting to a degree that Jesus is a king. But they are missing the important point of his being their only appropriate
advocate for God’s mercy. They have become enslaved by the moral depravity that has overcome them and led them to
reject the truth, so that they are promoting false ideas, lies about the nature of reality.

4L gl yop GmoQLYOVTEC T HIGOUOTO TOD KOOV &V ETLyvdcel ToD ‘kvpiov [Mudv] kol cwtipog’ Tncod Xpiotod,
T0UT01g 88 TAMY EUTACKEVTEG NTTAOVTOL, YEYOVEV QDTOIG TGO E6YUTA XElpova TOV TpwTeV — Peter intimates that the
false teachers had at one time engaged the ideas of Jesus as the Messiah and even appeared to believe them as true, thus
also appearing to have defeated the ideas and lies of the world in their own minds and actions. However, they have
become overcome and defeated by these false ideas so that they have returned to promoting and pursuing only the
Mosaic Covenant at the expense of Jesus’ full messiahship.

Peter says that the result is that, by going back to raw rebellion against God, they have made matters worse for
themselves. How? Probably Peter means that, on an existential level, they have made it even more difficult for
themselves to see clearly the truth and to embrace it with authentic belief.

42 xpeitTov YOp MV AOTOIC U "EmeyvoKévol TV 680V THC StkalocVVNg 1 Emtyvodoly “OTocTpéyar £k Thg
nopadodeiong avtoig ayiog EvioAfic — This sounds like Hebrews 6:4-6 — 6:4 It is impossible to renew again to
repentance those who were once enlightened, such that they have tasted of the gift of heaven, have become partners
with the Holy Spirit, 6:5 and have tasted of the good message of God, specifically the significant consequences of it
with respect to the coming age, 6:6 and have fallen away, in so far as they crucify again for themselves the Son of God
and disgrace him publicly.

The idea that Peter seems to be setting forth is, from a human standpoint, a person is more likely to embrace the biblical
message if he has not encountered it before than if he has encountered it and then turned away from it by distorting it.
4 suppéPnrev T adToig TO THG GANBOVS TTaPOUIOG KUV ETIGTPEWHG ETL TO 1010V EEEpOIL, Kol DG AOVOOUEVY eig
rkoMopov BopBopov — cf. Proverbs 26:11 — Like a dog that returns to its vomit (i8z~5y 3y 2553) (donep xvov dtov
EmENOY €mt TOV Eavtod €uetov) is a fool who repeats his folly.

The point of these parables—if a person is animal-like instead of truly human, then he will not be able to refrain from
doing really stupid things in comparison to following the biblical message. Instead of staying away from lies that he has
apparently rejected, he will ingest them all over again. Instead of staying away from dirty ideas that he has apparently
been cleansed of, he will immerse himself in them all over again. Thus, these proverbs have a definite negative
connotation. An unbeliever who hears the truth and appears to believe it, but who then gives up the truth is like an
animal either who eats his own vomit, thus liking something that ought to be repulsive, or who prefers being covered
with mud above being clean, thus, again, liking something which he ought to avoid.

“ Tovtny §0n, dyamntol, devtépav “Uiv Ypdem EmcToMv, év ol Sieyeipm "op@dv &v drouvicel Thv elhkpivi
diavory — While “letter” (mictoAv) is singular, the relative pronoun after “in,” i.e., “which” (&v aig) is plural,
indicating that Peter is referring in the relative clause “in which I am stimulating/waking up...reminder” to both the
letters that he wrote to these Jewish readers. Thus, it is appropriate to translate the relative pronoun “which” (aig) with
the word “both.” However, if [ am right that 1 Peter is written to Gentiles and 2 Peter is written to Jews, then 1 Peter is
not the letter which is included in the relative pronoun “which” (aig). Therefore, we do not have the first letter.
Nevertheless, if the letter of Paul to these Jews was Hebrews, then we can at least conclude that Peter is revealing even
more of the situation in this Jewish community, that they have supposed “Christians” right in their midst who are
encouraging them to pay more attention to the Mosaic Covenant and its animal sacrifices than to Jesus as the Messiah
and the only sacrifice/High Priest that God will accept for granting eternal mercy to sinful human beings. Thus, the
persecution to which Paul alludes in Hebrews is definitely coming from the outside, but Peter is talking about pressure
from inside their own gathering of believers, i.e., from false teachers who are insistent on preserving the religiosity of
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the community at the expense of actually pursuing the truth of the Messiah.

Of course, this is not at all different from so-called Christian churches who are more insistent on maintaining their
standing in the church culture by promoting their programs, traditional doctrines, religious ceremonies, status within
the Christian world, etc., rather than genuinely being concerned about the biblical message, even while claiming to be
all about studying and teaching the Bible.

Peter’s desire with both letters is to stimulate and/or wake up his readers’ intention and purpose in life to remain
faithful Christians and acquire eternal life and God’s mercy through Jesus. Peter is reminding them of the same ideas
and information that the OT prophets proclaim and that apostles repeat through what they were taught by Jesus (see the
next verse).

4 Vo ofvaL TOV TPOEPNUEVOY PNUATOY DTO TOV Gyimv TPOENTAV KoL TS TOV ATOGTOAMY "OUGY EVIOATC T0D
Kvpiov kot cotfipog — In 2:1, Peter referred to false prophets among the OT Israelites. While sometimes the word
prophet is used to refer to accurate NT spokesmen, who proclaimed the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah alongside the
apostles, it would seem here that Peter is talking about OT prophets who proclaimed God’s message about the coming
Messiah, i.e., his parousia where he makes his grand entrance into the world and into Israel as their champion, king,
and priest. In addition to them, Peter is referring to the truth as Jesus himself presented it to his apostles, who then
passed it on to others. Thus Peter is saying that he is saying nothing different from what both the OT and Jesus have
taught. As he said in 1:16, he is not speaking of “ingeniously concocted myths.” He is speaking of things that are
absolutely true from God.

Peter refers specifically to “your apostles,” the three men, Peter, James, and John, who presented the NT information to
these readers (cf. 1:18-21). He wants to emphasize the relationship between these three men and his readers, because
they have spoken to them the truth on behalf of Jesus. It makes sense to qualify “apostles” with the “your” since it is
within the boundaries of t1ig and évtoAfig even though the Majority Text has qu®v.

All this information can be placed under the label “the apostolic message and instruction from God,” which Peter
indicates with the word évtoAfig = commandment typically. The apostolic message is God’s instruction and
commandment to humanity to repent and seek His eternal mercy through Jesus as Messiah and priest. It is this that
Peter wants to urge his readers to remember.

And Jesus is both Lord, i.e., Master, and Savior, i.e., champion who has “fought” and will “fight” on their behalf to
ensure their enemies (God, their own sin, their earthly enemies who hate the Jews) are eventually “vanquished” so that
God grants them eternal mercy and not justice.

46 70010 TPATOV YVOGKOVTEG BTl ELEVOOVTONL £ "EGKATOV TV NUEPDVY ‘[€v] EUTOLYHOVT EUTATKTON KOT TOG 1810
“¢mifouiog ovTOV' Topevouevol — After encouraging his readers to remember certain truths that he mentioned in
chapters 1 & 2, Peter now turns towards the future and “first” wants these Christians to remember that, as the time
draws near for Jesus to return and make his grand appearance as King and priest, people (Jews?) will ridicule the Bible
and God’s truth. Most likely, Peter’s perspective is not global but confined to the Middle East as found even in the OT
prophets, e.g., Daniel. Nevertheless, we should not be surprised if there is a worldwide movement that mocks
Christianity, especially as the appearance of the Man of Lawlessness mentioned by Paul in 2 Thessalonians approaches.
He will be the ultimate scoffer of truth, so that people who support him will ridicule Christianity and Christians as he
does. It certainly seems that we are seeing such an attitude growing in our own day. It is vital that Christians remember
Paul’s own words in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” There is absolutely nothing to be embarrassed when it
comes to following a man who was crucified and then rose from the dead two thousand years ago.

Those who ridicule Christianity and its message of the coming Messiah will simply be proceeding down the path of
rebelling against God according to their own innate desires to do what is evil. These are vessels of wrath according to
Paul in Romans 9, who will bring glory to God when He condemns and destroys them eventually.

47 ol Aéyovteg TOD £€6TIV 1 EmoyyeEMOL THG TaPOVGitC 0DTOD; G TS YOP Ol TOTEPES T EKOUHONGAY, TAVIA 0VTOG
Swopéver ar’ dpyxiic kticewg — Three options — 1) Jews who know their OTs and have given up on God, thus mocking
the truth and Him; 2) Jews who know their OTs and are sure that the Messiah’s coming is still a long way off because
Jesus as having been crucified cannot be the Messiah; 3) Gentiles who are speaking in general and saying that the Bible
with its message of Christianity is simply a bunch of garbage.

If #3, then Peter is not describing the exact “theology” of the ridiculers as much as he is simply alluding to their overall
mentality that looks at the world and comes to the conclusion that things have been occurring pretty much as they are
for a long, long time, and they will continue to do so for a long, long time. Therefore, if “God,” whoever He might be
and if He actually exists as the Bible says that He does, has “promised” to cause His Messiah to appear, He must have
forgotten to do so, which means it probably is never going to happen.

If #2, then these are Jews who believe the Messiah will be their champion without having to be rejected by the Jewish
leadership and die.

If#1, then disgruntled Jews who have lost their faith in Yahweh.

Because of 3:8-10 and the issue of the importance of waiting for God to finish His story when and how He wants, #1
makes the most sense, especially with the references to biblical concepts and stories.

As aresult, the “fathers’ falling asleep” is a reference to Jewish OT patriarchs such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as
well as to generations of Jews after them up to the time of Peter and his contemporaries. In addition, “the beginning of
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the creation” is a reference to these scoffers’ considering the “creation,” i.e., the whole cosmos, not to have been made
by warring gods or to have existed from eternity past, but to Yahweh Himself. For example, it came into existence
through the actions of a god, e.g., the Babylonian god Marduk’s killing the goddess Tiamat and forming the heavens
and the earth out of her dead body.

Certainly, today, people believe that the present reality’s beginning may or may not have involved an actual act of
creation. And some philosophers and scientists believe that the cosmos has always existed and is eternal.

IF #3, this quote identifies the people who are making fun of the idea of God’s sending His Messiah as Gentile
unbelievers and not as the same people in chapter 2 who are Jewish false teachers. Certainly, the false teachers would
most likely embrace the notion of a coming Messiah and not ridicule it, even as they focus on the Mosaic Covenant for
asserting their Jewishness. But if they became disgruntled with God, then they would mock God instead. Could Peter
be identifying what he would consider to be the future philosophical and theological climate within the Roman Empire
as simply rejecting the biblical God who is directing the story of the universe towards its definite culmination of the
establishment of the eternal Davidic Kingdom? Maybe, but again vs. 8-10 seem to point in the direction of Jews who
have become impatient with God.

Cf. of the leaders of Israel, Isaiah 56:12 “Come,” they say, “let us get wine, and let us drink heavily of strong drink.
And tomorrow will be like today, only more so.”

48 AovBdver yop odTovg To00To BELOVTOC BTl 0VpOVOL oo EKkTadon Kol "y €€ BSaTog Kot 8t U80T0C’ "FouveEsTAGH
® 100 80D Adyw — How would people recognize this truth without reading the Bible, and specifically Genesis 1?
Therefore, Peter must be talking about people who know the OT, and Jews are the most likely candidates here.

He is saying that disgruntled Jews, who want to believe that the overall existence of things is never going to change, are
also unwilling to take into account the obvious fact that it was a long time between God’s bringing the creation into
existence as described by Moses in Genesis 1 and His destroying the earth by flooding it with water during the time of
Noah as described in Genesis 6-9. They are rejecting the Bible’s message and therefore rejecting the transcendent
Creator as described by the Bible. They are failing to take into account that these events occurred within the story that
God has formulated and is telling by means of cosmic history. Therefore, long times seem to be God’s pattern, or at
least His right, and everything happens according to the story that God continues to imagine into existence. In other
words, coming to grips with what it means for there to be a transcendent Creator whose action of making His story
exist is essential for understanding and living in reality. People who ignore God even after He has demonstrated His
justice as told specifically by the Bible with events such as the flood will suffer His eternal justice, judgment, and
destruction. God is not to be ignored, and the Bible is not to be trivialized.

4980 dv' [6v] 6 ToTE KéoHOG BSATL KaTaKAVGOEIG dndieto — Again, how would people know about the story of the
flood without reading the OT? Thus, it makes sense that Peter is referring to disgruntled Jews who do know their
Bibles. The Majority Text uses 8t ®v, but dv probably makes more sense, that that Peter is referring to the Aéyog of
God, i.e. the story that He imagines into existence. Thus, after the creation as told poetically in Genesis 1, God
destroyed the earth with the flood of Genesis 6-9 during the time of Noah. In this way, the earthly setup of human
existence went through a radical transition, not that people were any different after the flood, because they all were and
are still morally depraved. Nevertheless, an explicit demonstration of God’s wrath, judgment, and destruction had now
been made, and the Bible speaks of it as a warning to all who read about it. In the light of this clear demonstration, the
Jews as students of the Bible should take God’s angry and destructive response to immorality just that much more
seriously. However, Peter is saying that they did and do not. Instead, they mock God and His truth. But God will still
have the last say in the matter.

Thus, Peter is pointing out the connection between the water of the creation poem of Genesis 1 and its use for the
purposes of God’s judgment and destruction of unbelievers at the time of Noah. Then 3:7 goes on to indicate that fire,
i.e., God’s use of a different but equally destructive element in the creation, will be His instrument of choice to judge
and destroy the nations and the Jews (?) when Jesus returns (?).

Cf. 2 Thessaloniabns 1:6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give
relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel
of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who
have believed — for our testimony to you was believed.

30 61 8& VBV 0VpOVOL kel T Y’ T TaDTd AOY® TEONCUVPIGUEVOL EIGLV T TUPL TNPOVUEVOL €I TUEPAV KPIGEOS KO
FATOAEIOG °TOV ACEPOV AVOPDOTOV —
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Most Bibles consider the o0t@ to be correct and translate it as “same.” This makes sense—that Peter is referring to the
“same story” in which the events of the flood occurred. Thus, within the same story, the events of another judgment
and destruction of the present realm will occur—but this time, with the destructive force of fire, not water, and in
regard to the entire (?) creation, not just the earth. The first explicit demonstration of God’s wrath, judgment, and
destruction involved only the earth. The next and last demonstration will include both the heavens and the earth. In
other words, God will destroy this entire (?) creation.

Two options for what Peter is talking about here in 3:7-14 — 1) The final judgment and complete destruction of the
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present realm/creation followed by God’s making a whole new creation as described in the vision of Revelation 21-22;
2) The judgment of God of all unbelieving Jews and some unbelieving Gentiles with His inaugurating the restored
Kingdom of Israel as the Millennial Kingdom as described in the visions of Revelation 16:17 through chapter 20.

If T am right that Peter’s mockers are disgruntled Jews, than #2 makes more sense.

Just to include these notes as something to think through, if #1 is correct, then—in the light of the long time between
God’s bringing the creation into existence and destroying the earth with its human life with a flood of water during the
time of Noah, Peter emphasizes that God’s plan to destroy the entire present creation with fire will still happen. It is as
though the present earth and its setup, along with the heavens, are being stored in a safe place for one last act of
destruction on God’s part. And God will accomplish this last and final destruction with fire, not water. In addition, like
God’s eliminating rebellious human beings from the earth in Noah’s time, He will bring about one last assessment of
humanity and will destroy those who have remained committed to rejecting Him. The implication is, though, that, just
as God preserved certain, chosen human beings through the judgment of the flood, He will do the same through the
judgment of the fire.

But if #2 is correct, then this fiery destruction of the present realm will be centered in Israel and involve mainly the
unbelieving Jews as described, for example in the following passage from Isaiah —

Isaiah 66:15 For behold, the LORD will come in fire and His chariots like the whirlwind, to render His anger with fury,
and His rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For the LORD will execute judgment by fire and by His sword on all flesh, and
those slain by the LORD will be many. 17 “Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gardens, following
one in the center, who eat swine’s flesh, detestable things and mice, will come to an end altogether,” declares the
LORD.

There is also Joel 2:28 It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind [flesh, i.e., Jews on the
land of Israel during the Millennial Kingdom]; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those
days. 30 I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke. 31The sun will be turned
into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.

SI"Ev 8¢ 10070 ui AavOavéTe Opdc, Gyamntol, 6Tt pion Ruépa “mapd Kupie® ¢ xido £Tn ko il T g Muépo
uioe — While all this that he has been talking about is something that the scoffing unbelievers are unwilling to recognize,
Peter wants to make sure the recipients of this letter are willing to recognize certain important truths about the apparent
“delay” between the revealing of the Messiah at his first coming and his appearance at his second coming. He
encourages them to understand that length of time is not an impediment to God with respect to His keeping His
promises, including the one of the Messiah’s return. While unbelievers might choose to let certain aspects of reality
escape their notice, Peter knows that people who have been inwardly changed by God will not ignore the fact that He is
the transcendent storyteller of the history of the entire creation. Therefore, whenever it suits Him to cause something to
happen within the story, He brings it about. If the length of time between it and some other event related to it is one day
or a thousand years, this does not affect God’s ability to cause it to occur. All that matters is God’s desire to write the
event into the story at the particular moment that He chooses.

52 0% Bpadvver T kvprog Thg Emayyeiag, Bég Tiveg BpaddTnTa yodvran,\ dALY LokpoBUUET ‘gl DRAC, uh
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Three options — 1) Peter is saying that God is being patient “towards you,” i.e., towards his readers whom God desires
to persevere and prove that they have authentic faith; 2) Peter is saying that God is being patient “towards us,” i.e., all
humanity whom He desires to come to authentic faith and be savied; 3) Peter is saying that God is being patient
“towards us,” i.e., the Jews whom He desires to cease rejecting their Messiah and come to authentic faith in him. It is
making more sense to treat this statement by Peter as a comment about God’s plans for the Jews and, therefore, to
conclude that the “to us” (gig fuac) is the correct reading.

Two options — 1) The apparent delay in the return of the Messiah is because of God’s having chosen certain human
beings to be rescued from his wrath and destruction, and some of these human beings have not yet become believers.
Therefore, God is waiting until all whom He has chosen achieve authentic belief and repentance before He destroys the
world with fire. 2) The apparent delay in the return of the Messiah is because God is reluctant to judge, condemn, and
destroy the Jews in spite of their rebellion against Him. Therefore, He is truly being patient and waiting to see if those
Jews who have not yet believed in Jesus the Messiah will change their minds and believe.

#2 makes more sense in the light of the other passages that describe God’s patience, while it also the Jews who are
thinking that God is hesitating to fulfill His promise to them because He for some reason has lost interest in them.

Cf. Ezekiel 18:23 “Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord GOD, “rather than that he
should turn from his ways and live? Cf. Ezekiel 18:32 “For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,”
declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent and live.” Cf. the several passages in Revelation where God provides an
interlude and delay in the judgment of the Jews before He finally completes the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord as
described succinctly in Malachi 4.

As aresult, also, it makes sense to conclude that the variant eig fuég is the correct reading.

Thus, probably many of Peter’s readers’ unbelieving Jewish contemporaries think that God’s delay is His having
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forgotten His promises and is just being irresponsible—or simply not interested in being the God whom He first said
He was—or that God does not exist so that these Jews are atheists. We can understand by the Jews’ history how they
could come to this conclusion so that just as they think God has forgotten about them (or He does not even exist), they
have chosen to forget about Him!

Cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:5ff. — “[The Thessalonians’ belief in the midst of persecution and suffering] is proof of God’s
morally perfect judgment, so that you may be considered worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which you are indeed
suffering...” Paul expresses a similar perspective that God’s patient is also a time when He takes people of authentic
belief through difficult times in order to mature their belief and commitment to the biblical truth, thus making it clear
that He will rescue eternally those who persevere in their belief and will destroy eternally those who remain steadfast in
their rejection of the biblical message. Thus, it is always good to see God’s delay in judgment as His kind and loving
patience towards the Jews and His faithfulness to His chosen believers to cause them to persevere in their faith and
acquire eternal mercy and life.

Peter would naturally include himself in the group of people who are marked for salvation by God and towards whom
God is being faithful as He matures their belief and demonstrates its authenticity.
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It is just hard to think that Peter would refer to the end of the restored Kingdom of Israel as that which his readers
should await and hasten when there is the entirety of the millennial kingdom to go through before God creates a
completely new cosmos according the Revelation 21, and when their behavior now will culminate in their participating
the Kingdom of Israel. Thus they should “make every effort to be found by God in a state of shalom, spotless and
without blemish” when the Day of the Lord arrives (cf. 3 Peter 3:11-14)!

Nevertheless, as above, there are two options for the “Day of the Lord” — 1) The final judgment and complete
destruction of the present realm/creation followed by God’s making a whole new creation as described in the vision of
Revelation 21-22, so that this “Day” begins with the judgment of the Jews before the millennial kingdom and ends with
the destruction of unbelievers after the millennial kingdom; 2) The judgment of God of all unbelieving Jews and some
unbelieving Gentiles with His inaugurating the restored Kingdom of Israel as the Millennial Kingdom as described in
the visions of Revelation 16:17 through chapter 20, all of which implies #1 too.

Therefore, two options for the “heavens” passing away “with a loud, rushing noice,” etc. — 1) Part of the complete
disappearance of the present cosmos with its laws of physics to make room for a completely different and eternal
cosmos; 2) Part of the rearrangement of the present cosmos to demonstrate God’s final judgment of the Jews to make
room for the millennial kingdom.

Therefore, two options for the “earth/land and the works in it” being burned up — 1) The entire earth disappears to make
ready for the eternal earth; 2) the land of Israel as it was with most unbelieving Jews and their efforts to build a society
that does not worship God is destroyed to make room for the millennial kingdom (or the whole earth with the
worldwide rebellion against God by nations for the most part during human history to make room for even unbelievers
in the Gentile nations submitting to Jesus and transformed believers on the land of Israel during the millennial
kingdom).

Here are the 16 passages in the OT prophets that refer to the “Day of the Lord” —

Isaiah 13:6 Walil, for the day of the LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. [It refers to the
destruction of the southern Kingdom of Judah by the Babylonians which took place around 600 B.C.]

Isaiah 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation;
and He will exterminate its sinners from it. [Isaiah 13:9-16 is a separate prophecy regarding the end of either the age of
rebellious Jews or all of rebellious mankind. Then Isaiah 13:17-22 returns to the ANE and God’s destruction of
Babylon for its arrogant role in executing God’s judgment on the Jews around 600 B.C.]

Isaiah 58:13 If because of the sabbath, you turn your foot from doing your own pleasure on My holy day, and call the
sabbath a delight, the holy day of the LORD honorable, and honor it, desisting from your own ways, from seeking your
own pleasure and speaking your own word, [God through Isaiah exhorts the Jews to honor the Sabbath commandment
by granting rest to their laborers, thus making it a true day of the Lord in the sense that they recognize the divine origin
of the commandment and the designation of the day.]

Ezekiel 13:5 You have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in
the battle on the day of the LORD. [God’s indicts the false prophets of Judah in exile for not having repaired the
“breaks” in the Jews’ disobedience of the Mosaic Covenant. Nor did they guard and protect the temple from false
worship so that it would have stood when the “Day of the Lord” came about, i.e., when Nebuchadnezzar brought
destruction on Jerusalem and the temple between 605 and 586 B.C.]

Ezekiel 30:1 The word of the LORD came again to me saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD, “Wail, ‘Alas for the day!” 3 “For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day of clouds, a
time of doom for the nations. 4 “A sword will come upon Egypt, and anguish will be in Ethiopia; when the slain fall in
Egypt, they take away her wealth, and her foundations are torn down. 5 “Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all Arabia, Libya and the
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people of the land that is in league will fall with them by the sword.”. [Because this prediction speaks of the judgment
and destruction of multiple nations, it most likely refers to the return of Jesus who judges all nations by destroying all
unbelieving Jews and some unbelieving Gentiles.]

Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is near, and it will come as destruction from the Almighty. [The
entire book of Joel is about the final time of God’s judgment on the Jews and His fulfilling His promise to make them a
great nation. Therefore, this is a reference to the return of Jesus.]

Joel 2:1 Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming; surely it is near, 2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness.
As the dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it,
nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations. 3 A fire consumes before them and behind them a
flame burns. The land is like the garden of Eden before them but a desolate wilderness behind them, and nothing at all
escapes them. 4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; and like war horses, so they run. 5 With a noise as of
chariots they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble, like a
mighty people arranged for battle. 6 Before them the people are in anguish; all faces turn pale. 7 They run like mighty
men, they climb the wall like soldiers; and they each march in line, nor do they deviate from their paths. 8 They do not
crowd each other, they march everyone in his path; when they burst through the defenses, they do not break ranks. 9
They rush on the city, they run on the wall; they climb into the houses, they enter through the windows like a thief. 10
Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.
11 The LORD utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His
word. The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it? [Like the previous quote from
Joel, this is all about Jesus’ return and the final judgment of the Jews on the land of Israel, as well as the judgment and
destruction of the army that has invaded Israel to destroy the Jews. But Jesus destroys them at the Battle of
Armageddon. ]

Joel 2:28 “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind [flesh, i.e., Jews during the
Millennial Kingdom]; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men
will see visions. 29 Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 I will display
wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke. 31The sun will be turned into darkness and the
moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. [Here again is a reference to the final
judgment of Israel and God’s changing the hearts of the 144,000 Jews whom He protected from the destruction of the
Beast and his invading army that had gathered at Armaggedon.]

Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. [I
include only this one verse, but the whole context is important to point out that Joel is referring to the judgment of the
nations at the same time as the judgment of the Jews on the land of Israel. The main place of this judgment will be the
Battle of Armageddon on the land of Israel.]

Amos 5:18 Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you?
It will be darkness and not light; 19 As when a man flees from a lion and a bear meets him, or goes home, leans his
hand against the wall and a snake bites him. 20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, even gloom
with no brightness in it? [This, too, must be the time when God rescues Israel from their enemies forever and yet judges
them and destroys all unbelieving Jews before He does so. Therefore, this refers to the return of Jesus.]

Obadiah 15 “For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations. As you have done, it will be done to you. Your
dealings will return on your own head.” [While Obadiah addresses mainly the descendants of Esau who have chosen to
take a stand against the Jews, God’s people, this verse refers to God’s judgment of all the nations who have adopted the
same stand. And this judgment will occur most emphatically when Jesus returns.]

Zephaniah 1:7 Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near, for the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated His guests. [This specific reference may be to the destruction of the southern Kingdom of Judah by
the Babylonians between 600-586 B.C.]

Zephaniah 1:14 Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly; listen, the day of the LORD! In it
the warrior cries out bitterly. [This reference to the Day of the Lord with the verses that follow sounds like the final
judgment of the Jews at Jesus’ return. ]

Malachi 4:5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the
LORD. 6 “He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that
I will not come and smite the land with a curse.” [The restoring the hearts of the current Jews to the condition of the
hearts of the fathers of the Jews, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob must be referring the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.
Therefore, this day of the Lord is the final judgment of the Jews by God at the time of Jesus’ return.]

With all the possible variants, it makes the most sense that Peter is simply saying that the whole creation is going to
disappear when God destroys it with fire at the Day of the Lord. However, Peter is referring to the very end of the “Day
of the Lord,” because we know from other passages, including Revelation, that it will involve Jesus’ setting up his
earthly kingdom in Jerusalem for a period of time called the millenium, and it will also involve the Jews’ living on the
land of Israel and Gentile’s living in their countries during the millenium. Thus, Peter’s emphasis is to point to the final
destruction of unbelievers at the end of the present realm in order to help the Christians to whom he is writing grab onto
the promise from God of their salvation as seen in 3:11ff.
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The Day of the Lord appearing like a thief and referring to Jesus’ return is something that Paul also says in 1
Thessalonians 5:2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3
While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a
woman with child, and they will not escape.

So it could be possible that Peter is referring to the end of the Millennial Kingdom when subjectively the unbelieving
Gentiles will be totally surprised when God destroys them and the current cosmos. But why would he skip over the
entire millennial kingdom, especially after referring to Jesus’ return and parousia in 3:4? Because he desires to describe
briefly the summation and finality of God’s judgment of mankind for the purpose of motivating his readers to endure in
their faith and obedience to God.

The “works in it,” i.e., in the earth, refer to all that God is producing within the context of the present earth as a result
of the story that He formulated in eternity past. All of this will disappear, never to be seen again. And the inference is
that, anybody who is not willing to get on board with the temporary nature of this supposed eternal and atheistic
cosmos will be confronted with God’s judgment, wrath, and destruction.

As quoted above, cf. Joel 2:28 “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind [flesh, i.e.,
Jews during the Millennial Kingdom]; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions. 29 Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 1
will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke. 31The sun will be turned into
darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.

34 Tovtmv (0BTOg TAVIOV' AVOUEVOVY TOTATOVS del VIap)ely T[Oudg] &v dyloig avacTpoeaic Kol evoePeiong —
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As above, there is the strong possibility that Peter is referring to “us” and not just “you,” thereby including himself and
the apostles in the thought that all people, including all Jewish people, need to behave in a particular way if they desire
to be saved from God’s destructive actions at the end of the present realm. To read “us” (nuog) makes more sense in
the light of his speaking about “us” in 3:9.

33 TpocSoK®VTOC Kol 6TeEVSOVTAC TV TaPOVSiaV THE ToD "0e0D NUépac ST v 0VPAvVOL TVPOVUEVOL AVOHGOVTOL KO
otoygio kavcovueva ket — In the light of nuog making more sense in the previous verse, translating the
nominative plural accusative participles with “we” instead of “you” is better. As a result, Peter is saying that both the
apostles and their believing listeners are both waiting for (rpocdok®dvtog) and hastening (crevdovtac) the event called
the Day of Lord, which will spell the end of the present realm when God uses fire to destroy it.

So Peter asks the question as to what kind of people believers should be in the middle of demonstrating their respect for
God in their lives.

We could consider also Zephaniah 3:8 “Therefore wait for Me,” declares the LORD, “For the day when I rise up as a
witness. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out on them My indignation, all My
burning anger; for all the earth will be devoured by the fire of My zeal. 9 For then I will give to the peoples purified
lips, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD, to serve Him shoulder to shoulder. 10 From beyond the rivers
of Ethiopia My worshipers, My dispersed ones, will bring My offerings. 11 In that day you will feel no shame because
of all your deeds by which you have rebelled against Me; for then I will remove from your midst your proud, exulting
ones, and you will never again be haughty on My holy mountain. 12 But I will leave among you a humble and lowly
people, and they will take refuge in the name of the LORD. 13 The remnant of Israel will do no wrong and tell no lies,
nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; for they will feed and lie down with no one to make them
tremble.”

But Zephaniah is more likely talking about the judgment of Gentiles when Jesus returns with the subsequent conversion
of all the Jews and their being restored to the land of Israel for the millennial kingdom.

36 xouvoic 8¢ oUpavoic Kod *yiiv KeuvivE Kot TO ETGYYEALR® 0)TOD TPOGSOKMLEY, &V 01C SIKOOGUVY KUTOUKEL —
Assuming that Peter in this passage is referring to all the judgment that God will bring about on the world and the Jews
and to the complete destruction of this realm in the end, here he speaks of a whole new reality which God will create. It
will be characterized not by immorality, moral rebellion, and death as this one has been, but by moral perfection and
life—eternal life. It is this future realm for which Peter and all other fellow believers are waiting confidently and
expectantly, implying that they are not counting on the present realm to bring total fulfillment, satisfaction, and
pleasure.

In addition, the new morally perfect reality is part of God’s promise, just as much as the return of the Messiah is. God
made this initial promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. He called it His blessing which He would give Abraham as
that for which he qualified by being a man of genuine belief and obedience even as a sinner.

There is this passage in Is. 65:17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth (7270 77N 0@ o728 8712
°337773) (Eotan yap 6 0vpavog kouvog kol 1 yi kavi), and the former things will not be remembered or come to
mind.” However, God is referring to the Millennial Kingdom and not to a completely new creation, because he goes on
to say, Isaiah 65:18 “But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing and
her people for gladness. 19 “I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and there will no longer be heard
in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 20 “No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few
days, or an old man who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who
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does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought accursed. 21 “They will build houses and inhabit them; they will
also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 “They will not build and another inhabit, they will not plant and another eat;
for as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My people, and My chosen ones will wear out the work of their
hands. 23 “They will not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they are the offspring of those blessed by the
LORD, and their descendants with them.” The rest of this passage shows that God is speaking of people who die and
who bear children, which will not happen in the realm of the new heaven and new earth of Revelation 21. Therefore,
God is speaking of new order of universe when Satan is bound and Jesus rules the entire world with a “rod of iron” (cf.
Psalm 2; Revelation 19:15).

3T AWS, dyamntol, TobTo TPocdoKk@VTEC GTOVSdcHTE BLGTIAOL KO "EU®UNTOL 0dT® gVpedijvar év eiprivi — Now, Peter
answers the question that he asked in vs. 11 & 12. The apostles and fellow believers should be people of the future,
expecting eternal shalom of the eternal Kingdom of God, which means that they should pursue moral goodness with
authentic belief. This is what Peter means by “spotless and without blemish” (Gomidor kol dpduntot), where the
second word is an OT term that refers to the “perfection” of the animal being sacrificed by a Jew and to the Jew who
has biblical inwardness as demonstrated by his willingness to adhere to the ceremonial and sacrificial commandments
of the Mosaic Covenant. For example, there are the following passages —

Exodus 29:1 “Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them to minister as priests to Me—take one young
bull and two rams without blemish (2/3°713F) (&pdpovg)... [The animals are not “perfect” in the sense that there is
absolutely nothing about them that could be considered a flaw, but they certainly appear good and healthy, thus
reflecting the Jew’s willingness to present to God the best of what is available.]

Psalm 19:13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins (D"‘[if;) (&ro aArotpimv). Let them not rule over
me. Then I will be blameless (20X from 2721) (&pwpog), and I shall be acquitted of great transgression. [David in
Psalm 19 cannot be saying that he is morally perfect. Indeed, in this one verse he admits that he is guilty of great
immorality. Therefore, his blamelessness is his willingness to be humble and repentant before God in order to gain His
mercy.]

As a result, this exhortation by Peter is like Paul’s in 1 Thessalonians 5:19, “Do not cause the Spirit to stop
functioning.” Even in the light of God’s being the transcendent storyteller who is bringing about human history exactly
as He has planned it, Peter (and Paul) would have his (their) readers make every human effort to choose to do that
which is right according to the apostolic message. This is what kind of people they should be as they wait for the Day
of the Lord which will contain Jesus’ return and the eventual destruction of the present realm.

38 ko TV T0D KVpiov CHUAV pokpodupicv coTNpiay Nyeiche, KaBOE Kol O GyamnTog MUV Gdededg TTabrog Kot
v dobeicav 0vTd cogiav Eypayev vuiv — There is one word that defines and describes the “delay” of God and the
“patience of God” in bringing about the end of the world—salvation (cwtnpicv)! Everything that has been occurring
since Peter’s day and will occur until the present realm ends when God destroys it with fire is for the purpose of His
rescuing those whom He has chosen and designated for eternal salvation. This includes not only changing people
inwardly, so that they spiritually transition from being abject rebels against God to committed believers in the Messiah,
but also keeping them changed inwardly and committed to receiving the promise of eternal salvation.

Peter refers to a letter that the apostle Paul wrote to these same people and in which he focused on the subject of
salvation—as we would expect him to do (cf. Romans-Titus, and Hebrews also). If the recipients of Peter’s letter are
Jews, then it certainly makes sense that Paul’s letter to them was the one we call Hebrews. But this would be only if we
actually have the letter of Paul to which Peter is referring.

3 @¢ Ko &V TAoOIC T EMIGTOAAIG AUADY &V adTAIC TEPL TOVTOV, &V Taig 6TV SVGVONTE TIva, 6 ol GUOBEIC KOt

Ao TNPIKTOL "6 TPEPAODOIV OG KO TUG AOITOG YPOQAS TPOg TNV idiav "avT®dv arwAelov — Peter refers to people who
are distorting the “rest of the writings” (td.g Aowmag ypopdc), i.e., the OT. This could just as easily be Gentiles, who
explicitly reject the Bible as God’s revelation to humanity, or it could be Jews, who misunderstand especially the
Mosaic Covenant and thus miss the importance of Jesus as the suffering Messiah. The consequence of rejecting and/or
distorting/misunderstanding intentionally the Bible is eternal destruction. This is what Peter has been writing so
forceably about avoiding for his readers. Peter is also saying that these same misguided people have read Paul’s letters,
but they willingly distort them, too. And this occurs because these people are “unlearned” (o1 dpadeic) and “unstable”
(aotripicror). The first word seems to refer to their unwillingness to do all the work that is necessary to grasp the
biblical message. So while they read and interpret the Bible and Paul’s letters, they fail to understand correctly what
these documents are really saying. We get our words asteroid and steroids from the second word, which refers to these
people’s unwillingness to remain committed to truth. They are not strong in their commitment to the truth. Something
else gets in the way of their staying grounded in their desire to learn about God, and they basically end up making
things up about Him based upon their poor understanding of the biblical documents.

If Peter is saying in that culture and as a contemporary of Paul that his letters are hard to understand, especially
Hebrews, then where does this leave us in the 21% century in a completely different culture and speaking a completely
different language? Obviously, it puts us in a very precarious position, requiring that we be just that much more careful
and humble in our study of the Bible as well as gracious and loving towards other Christians who disagree with our
interpretations of passages.
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0 Yueic 0OV, AyOmTNTOL, TPOYIVOGKOVTEC UAGGGEGHE, Tvol U TH TOV OGOV TAGYY GVVOTOYOEVTEC EKTESTTE TOD
i8iov otnprynod — The world will always contain people who reject truth and embrace error and who strongly
recommend that everyone else do the same. Peter is exhorting his readers not to fall under the spell of such rebels
against God, knowing ahead of time that their presence and intent will come along and contaminate cultures and
societies in a demonstrative way. In order to avoid being influenced by such people, it will require a “firmness of
commitment” (sTnprypod) on the part of the recipients of this letter. Notice that ctnpiypo® is from the same root as
“unstable” (dotipuctor) in the previous verse. There are those who are the latter, uncommitted to truth, and there are
those who are committed to the truth. Peter is encouraging his readers to remain committed.

The way that Peter is expressing these ideas, he must mean that retaining a “firmness of commitment” will not be easy.
The strong influence of a Christian’s own moral depravity and the attractiveness of clever unbelievers’ ideas and
propaganda will result in an authentic, human struggle within Christians to stay the course in their undivided belief in
the apostolic message of Jesus as the Messiah.

As with “unstable” in the previous verse, we get our word steroids from this term. An inwardness on steroids is the
willfull choice on people’s part to remain fully committed not only to truth, but also to obtaining God’s eternal mercy
through the advocacy of Jesus as high priest and Messiah. And, of course, only God’s grace can cause this to be the
case for any sinful human being.

ol adEGveTe 8¢ &v YGPLTL KO "YVOGEL TOD KVPIov HUAY Kol 60Tipoc Tncod Xpiotod ™. adtd 1 S6Ea ‘Kol vV Kol
€ig "Nuépav aid@vog®. °[aunv.] — It is the concept of God’s grace that gets distorted the most by “unprincipled men” (t@v
abéopmv), and the way to avoid such distortion is to continue learning the biblical message that centers on the
existence and the purpose for the Messiah. Staying close to this truth by diligently, carefully, and consistently studying
the apostolic documents along with those to which they refer, the OT, will allow a person to avoid the disaster of God’s
wrath, judgment, and resultant eternal destruction.

It is Jesus who is experiencing the greatest glory now as the crucified, risen from the dead, and ascended Messiah and
who will experience when beginning with his return and establishing the eternal Kingdom of God.
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