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1:1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God." 1:2 Just as it
has been written in Isaiah the prophet,

Behold, I am sending My messenger before your face,
Who will prepare your way <Malachi 3:1>;

1:3 A voice crying out in the desert,
“Prepare the way of Yahweh,

Make straight His paths <Isaiah 40:3>,”

1:4 John came along, baptizing in the desert and announcing a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.* 1:5 And the whole of the Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem were going out to him. And they were being baptized by him in the Jordan
River as they acknowledged their sins.® 1:6 John was clothed with camel’s hair and a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.® 1:7 And he was
preaching, saying,

After me is coming one who is stronger than I, and I am not worthy to bend down and loose
the straps of his sandals.” 1:8 I baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.?

1:9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and he was baptized in the
Jordan by John.? 1:10 Immediately after coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
split and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.™ 1:11 Then, a voice came out of
heaven,

You are My Son whom I love. In you I am well pleased."’

1:12 Immediately the Spirit impelled him to go out into the desert.'? 1:13 And he was
tested by Satan in the desert for forty days. He was also with the wild animals, and the
angels were serving him."™ 1:14 Now, after John was taken into custody, Jesus came into
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God' 1:15 and saying,

The season has been fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe in the
good news."®

1:16 And as he was going along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew, the
brother of Simon, casting a net into the sea, because they were fishermen.'® 1:17 And
Jesus said to them,

Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."”

1:18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him."® 1:19 Going a little further, he
saw James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, and they were in their boat
mending nets."® 1:20 Immediately he called them, and leaving their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired laborers, they followed him.?°

1:21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately he entered into the synagogue and
was teaching.?' 1:22 They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them
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as one having authority and not as the scribes.?? 1:23 Just then there was a man in their
synagogue with an unclean spirit, and he cried out,? 1:24 saying,

What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are, the Holy One of God.?*

1:25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying,
Be silent, and come out of him.?®

1:26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and
came out of him.?® 1:27 And they were all amazed so that they debated among
themselves, saying,

What is this, a new teaching with authority? He commands the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.*’

1:28 And immediately the news about him went out everywhere into the whole
surrounding region of Galilee.? 1:29 Also, right after leaving the synagogue, they came
into the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John.?® 1:30 Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was lying down sick with a fever. And they spoke to Jesus about her right away.*
1:31 So he came to her and raised her up, grasping her hand, and the fever left her. And
she served them.*'

1:32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they were bringing to him all those who
were ill and demon-possessed.®? 1:33 And the whole city had gathered at the door.* 1:34
And he healed many who were ill with various diseases and cast out many demons. But
he was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who he was.?* 1:35 Then
early in the morning, while it was still dark, he went out and away to a secluded place,
and he was praying there.*® 1:36 And Simon and those with him searched for him.* 1:37
They found him and said to him,

Everyone is looking for you.*
1:38 And he said to them,

Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that [ may preach there. For this is why I
38
came.

1:39 And he went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out
demons.*® 1:40 And a leper came to him, begging him and falling on his knees and
saying to him,

If you desire, you can make me clean.*
1:41 Moved with compassion, he stretched out his and touched him, saying,

I desire. Be cleansed.*’

1:42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.*? 1:43 And sternly
warning him, he sent him away,*® 1:44 saying to him,
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See that you say nothing to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded as a witness to them.**

1:45 But he went out and began to proclaim it even more and to spread around the news,
so that he was no longer able to enter a city publicly but stayed out in unpopulated areas.
And they were coming to him everywhere.*®

2:1 When he came back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that he was
in the house.*® 2:2 And many were gathered together so that there was no longer room,
not even near the door, and he was speaking the message (tov Aéyov) to them.*” 2:3 And
they came bringing a paralytic to him, carried by four men.*® 2:4 Being unable to present
him to him because of the crowd, they removed the roof where he was, and having
broken it up, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying.*® 2:5 And Jesus,
seeing their belief, said to the paralytic,

Child, your sins are forgiven.*
2:6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,”’

2:7 Why is he speaking in this manner? He is blaspheming. Who can forgive sins except God
alone.

2:8 And immediately Jesus recognized in his spirit that they were reasoning in this
manner within themselves and said to them,

Why are you deliberating about these things in your hearts?® 2:9 Which is easier, to say to
the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up, pick up your pallet, and walk?%*
2:10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has the authority to forgive sins on earth,

He said to the paralytic,>
2:11 I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet, and go home.*®

2:12 And he got up and immediately took up his pallet and went out in the sight of
everyone, so that they were all amazed and glorifying God, saying,

We have never seen anything like this.>’

2:13 And he went out again by the sea, and the whole crowd was following him, and he
was teaching them.®® 2:14 As he passed by, he saw Levi of Alphaeus, sitting in the tax
booth. And he said to him,

Follow me.

And he got up and followed him.*® 2:15 And it happened that he was reclining at the table
in his house, and many tax collectors and sinners were eating with Jesus and his
disciples. For there were many of them, and they were following him.®° 2:16 When the
scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they
began saying to his disciples,
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Why is he eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?®’
2:17 When Jesus heard them, he said to them,

Those who are healthy have no need for a doctor. I did not come to call the righteous but the
. 62
sinners.

2:18 Now the disciples of John and the Pharisees were fasting. And they came and said
to him,

Why do John’s disciples and the Pharisees’ disciples fast, but your disciples do not fast?®®
2:19 And Jesus said to them,

The bridegroom’s attendants cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As
long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.%* 2:20 But the days will come
when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day.®°

2:21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the fullness pulls
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results.®® 2:22 And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the wineskins, and the wine is destroyed,
and the skins also. But one must put new wine into new wineskins.®’

2:23 And it happened that he was passing through grainfields on the Sabbath, and the
disciples began making their way along while picking the heads of grain.®® 2:24 And the
Pharisees were saying to him,
Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbaths?®°
2:25 And he said to them,
Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions
became hungry,’® 2:26 how he entered into the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high
priest, and he ate the showbread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests? And
he also gave it to those who were with him.”*
2:27 Plus he said to them,
The Sabbath did not come into existence because of man. And man did not come into

existence because of the Sabbath.”? 2:28 Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the
Sabbath.”

3:1 And he entered again into the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand.”™ 3:2 And they were watching him to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath so
that they could accuse him.” 3:3 And he said to the man with the withered hand,

Get up and stand in our midst.”

3:4 And he said to them,

Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbaths, to save a life or to kill?
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But they kept silent.”” 3:5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their
stubbornness of heart, he said to the man,

Stretch out your hand.

So he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.” 3:6 And the Pharisees went out and
immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against him as to how they could
destroy him.”

3:7 Then Jesus withdrew to the sea with his disciples, and a great multitude followed him
from Galilee. And from Judea,® 3:8 from Jerusalem, from Idumea, and from beyond the
Jordan and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all that he
was doing and came to him.?! 3:9 And he told his disciples that a small boat should stand
ready for him because of the crowd, so that they not crush him,®? 3:10 for he had healed
many people, with the result that all those who had illnesses pressed around him in
order to touch him.®® 3:11 And whenever unclean spirits saw him, they would fall down
before him and cry out, saying,

You are the Son of God.®*
3:12 And he earnestly warned them not to make known who he was.®

3:13 And he went up on the mountain and summoned those whom he wanted, and they
came to him.® 3:14 And he appointed twelve [whom he named apostles], so that they
would be with him and he would send them out to preach®” 3:15 and to have authority to
heal the sick and to cast out demons.® 3:16 And he appointed the twelve—Simon, to
whom he gave the name Peter, 3:17 and James the son of Zebedee, and John the
brother of James, and he gave to them the name Boanerges, which means “Sons of
Thunder,”®® 3:18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Zealot,* 3:19 and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed him.®" 3:20 And he came to the house, and the crowd gathered
again to such an extent that they could not eat a meal.%? 3:21 And when his relatives
heard, they went out to seize him, for they were saying,

He has lost his senses.”
3:22 Now the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,
He is possessed by Beelzebul,
and,
He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.**
3:23 And calling them to himself, he spoke to them in parables,
How can Satan cast out Satan?®® 3:24 And if a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom

cannot stand.®® 3:25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand.®” 3:26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand but is
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finished.®® 3:27 But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless
he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.*

3:28 Truly I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies
they utter.'® 3:29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit has no forgiveness into the
age, but he is guilty of eternal sin—'%"

3:30 because they were saying,

He has an unclean spirit.'%?

3:31 And his mother and his brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to him
and called him."® 3:32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him,

Behold, your mother and brothers are outside seeking you.'®
3:33 And he answered them and said,
Who are my mother and my brothers?'%°

3:34 And looking about at those who were sitting in a circle around him, he said,

106

Behold, my mother and my brothers. " 3:35 For whoever does what God wants, he is my

brother and sister and mother.'®”

4:1 He began to teach again by the sea. And such a very large crowd gathered to him
that he got into a boat in the sea and sat down. And the whole crowd was by the sea on
the land.'® 4:2 And he was teaching them many things in parables, and he was saying to
them in his teaching,'®

4:3 Listen. Behold, the sower went out to sow."™ 4:4 As he was sowing, some seed fell beside
the road, and the birds came and ate it.""" 4:5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it did not
have much soil, and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.""? 4:6 And
when the sun had risen, it was scorched, and because it had no root, it withered."" 4:7 And
other seed fell among the thorns. And the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no
fruit.""* 4:8 And others fell into good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a
crop and produced, one thirtyfold, one sixtyfold, and one a hundredfold.""®

4:9 And he was saying,

He who has ears to hear, let him hear.'"®

4:10 And it happened when he was alone that those who were with him, along with the
twelve, were asking him about the parables.'” 4:11 And he was saying to them,

To you has been given the mystery of the Kingdom of God, but everything comes in parables
to those who are outside,""® 4:12 so that while seeing, they may see and not perceive, and
while hearing, they may hear and not understand, lest they return and their sins be forgiven
them <Isaiah 6:9>."1°

4:13 And he said to them,
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Do you not understand this parable? And how will you understand all the parables?'?
4:14 The sower sows the message.'®' 4:15 These are the ones who are beside the road where
the message is sown, and when they hear it, immediately Satan comes and takes away the
message which has been sown in them.'?? 4:16 And these are the ones sown on the rocky
places, who, when they hear the message, immediately receive it with joy.'?® 4:17 And they
have no root in themselves, but they are temporary. Then, when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the message, they immediately become offended.'®* 4:18 And others are the
ones sown among the thorns. These are the ones who have heard the message,'?® 4:19 and the
worries of the age, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the strong desires for other things enter in
and choke the message, and it becomes unfruitful.'® 4:20 And those are the ones who are
sown on good ground, who hear the message, and they bear fruit, one thirtyfold, one sixtyfold,
and one a hundredfold."?’

4:21 And he was saying to them,

A lamp is not brought to be put under a basket, is it, nor under a bed? Is it not brought to be
put on a lampstand?'?® 4:22 For there is nothing hidden except that it will be revealed, and
there is nothing secret but that it will come to be known.'?® 4:23 If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear."*°

4:24 And he was saying to them,

Take care what you hear. By your standard of measure it will be measured to you, and more
will be given to you who hear."" 4:25 For whoever has, it will be given him, and whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him."®?

4:26 And he was saying,

The Kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil,"* 4:27 and he goes to bed
and gets up night after night and day after day. And the seed sprouts and grows—how, he
does not know."®* 4:28 The soil produces crops automatically, first the blade, then the head of
grain, then the full grain in the head of grain."®® 4:29 And when the crop has delivered,
immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has arrived."®

4:30 And he was saying,

To what shall we liken the Kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?"*" 4:31 It
is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, while it is smaller than all other seeds
on the soil,"® 4:32 yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden
plants 12131;d forms large branches, so that the birds of the air nest under its shade <Ezekiel

17:23>.

4:33 And with many such parables he was speaking the message (tov Aéyov) to them, so
far as they were able to hear.™° 4:34 And he did not speak to them without a parable, but
he was explaining everything privately to his disciples.™"

4:35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them,

Let us go over to the other side.'*
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4:36 And leaving the crowd, they took him as he was in the boat, and other boats were
with him.'3 4:37 And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over
the boat so that the boat was already filling up.'** 4:38 And he was in the stern, asleep on
a cushion, and they woke him up and said to him,

Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?'®
4:39 And he got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
Hush. Be still.
And the wind ceased, and it became perfectly calm.' 4:40 And he said to them,
Why are you afraid? Do you do not have belief?'
4:41 And they became very much afraid and were saying to one another,
Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?'*®

5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes.'® 5:2
When he got out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit
met him,"*® 5:3 who had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him
anymore, even with a chain,’" 5:4 because he had often been bound with shackles and
chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken to pieces,
and no one was strong enough to subdue him.'? 5:5 Constantly, night and day, he was
screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and cutting himself to pieces with
stones.' 5:6 And seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him,'*
5:7 and shouting with a loud voice, he said,

What business do we have with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore you
by God, do not torment me."%®

5:8 For he was saying to him,

Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!">®

5:9 And he was asking him,
What is your name?
And he said to him,

My name is Legion, because we are many."®’

5:10 And he urged him greatly not to send them out of the region."® 5:11 Now there was a
large herd of pigs feeding there on the mountain,'® 5:12 and they urged him, saying,

Send us into the pigs so that we may enter them.'®°
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5:13 And Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the
pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand, and
they were drowned in the sea.'®" 5:14 And the herdsmen fled them and reported it in the
city and in the country. And they came to see what it was that had happened.’®® 5:15 So
they came to Jesus and saw the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down,
clothed, and in his right mind, the one who had the legion, and they became
frightened.'®® 5:16 And those who had seen explained to them how it had happened to
the demon-possessed man and about the pigs.'®* 5:17 And they began to urge him to
leave their region.'®®

5:18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was
urging him that he might accompany him." 5:19 But he did not let him. Instead, he said
to him,

Go home to your people, and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and
how He showed mercy to you.'®’

5:20 And he went away and began to preach in Decapolis what great things Jesus had
done for him, and everyone was amazed.'®®

5:21 When Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a large crowd
gathered around him, and he was by the sea.’®® 5:22 And one of the leaders of the
synagogue named Jairus came up, and seeing him, he fell at his feet."”® 5:23 And he
urged him greatly, saying,

My daughter is dying. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be healed and live."”’

5:24 So he left with him. And the large crowd followed him and were pressing on him.'"2
5:25 And a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years'” 5:26 and had suffered
much under many doctors, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but
rather had grown worse,'” 5:27 after hearing about Jesus, she came up in the crowd
behind him and touched his garment."”® 5:28 For she said to herself,

If T just touch his garments, I will be healed.'”®
5:29 And immediately the flow of her blood was dried up, and she knew of her body that
she was healed of her illness."” 5:30 And immediately Jesus knew in himself that power
had gone forth from him, and he turned in the crowd and said,

Who touched my garments?'"®
5:31 And his disciples said to him,

See the crowd pressing in on you, and you say, “Who touched me?”'"

5:32 And he looked around to see the one who had done this."® 5:33 But the woman,

fearing and trembling, having known what had happened to her, came and fell down
before him and told him the whole truth.'®' 5:34 And he said to her,

Daughter, your belief has healed you. Go in peace, and be healed from your illness."?
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5:35 While he was still speaking, they came from the synagogue leader’s house, saying,
Your daughter has died. Why trouble the teacher anymore?'

5:36 But Jesus, overhearing the message they were speaking, said to the synagogue
leader,

Do not be afraid. Only believe.'®*

5:37 And he permitted no one to accompany him except Peter, James, and John, the
brother of James."®® 5:38 They came to the synagogue leader’s house, and he saw a
commotion, people loudly weeping and wailing."®® 5:39 And entering in, he said to them,

Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child has not died but is asleep.'®

5:40 And they were laughing at him. But after putting them all out, he took along the
child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and he entered where the child
was."®® 5:41 Taking the child’s hand, he said to her,

Talitha qum [Aramaic],

which translated means,

Little girl, I say to you, “Get up.”"®°

5:42 Immediately the little girl got up and began to walk, for she was twelve years old.
And immediately they were completely astounded.'® 5:43 And he gave them strict orders
that no one should know about this, and he said that something should be given her to
eat.”’

6:1 He went out from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.'2
6:2 When the Sabbath came, he began teaching in the synagogue, and the many
listeners were amazed, saying,

Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to him and such miracles
performed through his hands?'®* 6:3 Is this not the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not his sisters with us?

194 6:4 And Jesus said to them,

And they were offended by him.
A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown, among his relatives, and in his
house.'?

6:5 And he was unable to do any miracle there, except he laid hands on a few sick
people and healed them."®® 6:6 He marveled at their unbelief and was going around the
villages teaching.'®” 6:7 Then he summoned the twelve and began sending them out in
pairs. And he gave them authority over unclean spirits.'*® 6:8 He also instructed them to
take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belt."®®
6:9 But they were to put on sandals, and,

You should not wear two tunics.?®

10
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6:10 Plus, he said to them,

When you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.?®" 6:11 Any place which does

not receive you nor listen to you, as you go out from there, shake the dust off the soles of
your feet for a witness against them. [Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city].2%

6:12 And they went out to proclaim that people should repent.?® 6:13 In addition, they
were casting out many demons and anointing with oil many sick people and healing
them.?

6:14 And King Herod heard, for his name had become well-known. And they were saying,

John the Baptist has risen from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in
him.*®°

6:15 But others were saying,
He is Elijah.
And others were saying,
He is a prophet like one of the prophets.?®
6:16 But when Herod heard, he said,
John, whom I beheaded, has risen.?”
6:17 For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested, and he bound him in prison on

account of Herodias, the wife of Philip, his brother, because he had married her.?® 6:18
For John had been saying to Herod,

It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.?%

6:19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wished to kill him, but she was
unable.?® 6:20 For Herod was afraid of John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy
man, and he preserved his life. And when he listened to him, he was very perplexed, but
he used to enjoy listening to him.?"!
6:21 An opportune day arrived when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles,
his military commanders, and for the leading men of Galilee.?'? 6:22 And when Herodias’
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. And the king
said to the girl,

Ask me for whatever you want, and I will give it to you.?"

6:23 And he swore to her,

Whatever you ask, I will give you, up to half my kingdom.?'*

11
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6:24 And she went out and said to her mother,
What should I ask for?

And she said,
The head of John the Baptist.?'®

6:25 And immediately she entered with haste to the king and asked, saying,
I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.?'®

6:26 Even though the king was very sorry, on account of his oaths and dinner guests, he
did not want to refuse her.?"” 6:27 So immediately the king sent an executioner and
commanded him to bring his head. And he went and beheaded him in the prison.?' 6:28
And he brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her
mother.2"® 6:29 When his disciples heard, they came and took away his corpse and laid it
in a tomb.??°

6:30 And the apostles gathered together with Jesus, and they reported to him everything
which they had done and taught.??! 6:31 And he said to them,

Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while.

Forngere were many people coming and going, and they did not have any opportunity to
eat.

6:32 So they went away to a secluded place by themselves.??® 6:33 Many people saw
them going away and recognized them, and they ran together from all the cities and got
there ahead of them.?** 6:34 When he got out of the boat, he saw a large crowd and felt
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd <Numbers 27:17>. And
he began teaching them many things.?®

6:35 When it had become quite late, his disciples came to him and said,

226 6:36 Send them away so that they may

227

This place is secluded, and it is already quite late.
go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.

6:37 But he responded them,

You give them something to eat!
And they said to him,

Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii on food and give them something to eat???®
6:38 And he said to them,

How many loaves of bread do you have? Go look.

And when they found out, they said,

12
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Five, and two fish.??®

6:39 And he commanded them all to sit down by groups on the green grass.?*®° 6:40 So
they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.?*" 6:41 And he took the five loaves and
two fish, and looking up toward heaven, he blessed them and broke the loaves and was
giving them to his disciples to set before them. And he distributed the two fish to all of
them.?*? 6:42 They all ate and were satisfied,?*® 6:43 and they picked up twelve full
baskets of the fragments and of the fish.?** 6:44 There were five thousand men who ate
the loaves.?*®

6:45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the
other side to Bethsaida, while he himself was sending the crowd away.?* 6:46 And after
saying good-bye to them, he went away to the mountain to pray.%’ 6:47 When it was
evening, the boat was in the middle of the sea, and he was alone on the land.?®® 6:48 And
seeing them straining at the oars because the wind was against them, around the fourth
watch of the night he came to them walking on the sea, and he was wanting to pass by
them.?*® 6:49 But when they saw him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a
ghost, and they cried out,?*° 6:50 for they all saw him and were terrified. And immediately
he spoke with them and said to them,

Take courage. It is I (£y eipr). Do not be afraid.?*!

6:51 Then he got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped, and they were beyond
astonished.?*? 6:52 For they had not gained any understanding from the loaves, but their
heart was hardened.?*®

6:53 When they had crossed over, they came to the land at Gennesaret, and they
moored.?** 6:54 And when they got out of the boat, immediately the people recognized
him,?* 6:55 and they ran about that whole country and began to carry here and there on
their pallets those who were sick to the place where they heard he was.?*® 6:56 Wherever
he entered villages, or cities, or the countryside, they were laying the sick in the market
places and urging him that they might just touch the fringe of his garment, and as many
as touched it were being healed.?*’

7:1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around him when they came from
Jerusalem?®*® 7:2 and saw some of his disciples eating bread with impure hands, that is
unwashed.?*® 7:3 For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they vigorously
wash their hands, thus adhering strongly to the traditions of the elders.?*® 7:4 And when
they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they baptize themselves. And
there are many other things which they have received in order to adhere strongly to
them, for example, washing cups and pitchers and copper vessels [and couches].?®' 7:5
So the Pharisees and scribes asked him,

Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but they eat their bread
with impure hands?2%2

7:6 And he said to them,
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Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, just as it is written, “This people honors Me
with their lips, but their heart is far, far away from Me.?*® 7:7 In vain do they worship Me,
teaching as true teachings the commandments of man <Isaiah 29:13>."2%*

7:8 By neglecting the commandment of God, you hold on to the tradition of men.?*®

7:9 And he was saying to them,

You rebel well against the commandment of God in order that you cause your tradition to
stand.?*® 7:10 For Moses said, “Honor your father and your mother <Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy
5:16>,” and, “Let him who speaks evil of father and mother be put to death <Exodus 21:17;
Leviticus 20:9>.”%%

7:11 But you say, “If a man says to his father or mother, gorban (12772, d@pov, Leviticus 1:2,
etc.), i.e., ‘it is a gift, whatever I have that may be of benefit to you,’*® 7:12 you no longer
allow him to do anything for his father or mother,?* 7:13 which invalidates the message of
God (tov Adyov 100 8e0d) by means of your tradition which you have handed down. And you
do many things such as this.?®

7:14 And calling the crowd to him again, he was saying to them,

Listen to me, all of you, and understand®’ 7:15 that there is nothing outside a man which is
able to defile him if it goes into him. But it is the things which proceed out a man that defile
the man.?%2 7:16 If someone has ears to hear, let him hear.?%®

7:17 And when he left the crowd and entered into the house, his disciples questioned him
about the parable.?®* 7:18 And he said to them,

Are you similarly lacking in understanding? Do you not understand that everything which
goes into the man from outside is not able to defile him,?®® 7:19 because it does not go into
his heart, but into his stomach, and then goes out into the latrine (thus declaring all foods to
be clean).?®®

7:20 And he was saying,

That which proceeds out of the man, it is that which defiles the man.?®” 7:21 For from within,
out of the heart of men, come evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,?®® 7:22 adulteries,
greed, evil, deceit, sensuality, envy, abusive speech, pride, and foolishness.?*® 7:23 All these
evil things proceed from within and defile the man.?”

7:24 And getting up, he went away into the coastal region of Tyre. And when he entered
a house, he wanted no one to know. Yet, he was unable to hide.?”" 7:25 And after
hearing about him, a woman, whose daughter had an unclean spirit, immediately came
and fell at his feet.?’? 7:26 Now the woman was a Greek/Gentile, of the Syrophoenician
race, and she was asking him to cast the demon out from her daughter.?”® 7:27 And he
was saying to her,

Let the children be fed first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.?™

7:28 But she answered and said to him,
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Yes, Lord, but even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s small crumbs.?’®

7:29 And he said to her,
Because of this statement, go. The demon has left your daughter.?’®

7:30 And going back to her house, she found the child lying on the couch and the demon
having left.?’” 7:31 And going out again from the region of Tyre, he came through Sidon

to the Sea of Galilee, in the middle of the region of Decapolis.?’® 7:32 And they brought to
him one who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they urged him to lay his

hand on him.?”® 7:33 So he took him aside from the crowd by himself and put his fingers
into his ears, and after spitting he touched his tongue.?*° 7:34 Then, looking up to heaven,
he groaned and said to him,

Ephphatha, that is, Be opened.?®’

7:35 And immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was
removed, and he began to speak plainly.?®? 7:36 And he ordered them not to tell anyone,
but the more he ordered them, the more widely they continued to proclaim it.?%® 7:37 And
they were completely amazed, saying,

He has done all things well. He makes even the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.?®*

8:1 In those days there was again a large crowd, and they had nothing to eat. He called
to his disciples and said to them,?®

8:2 | feel compassion for the crowd, because they have remained with me now for three days
and have nothing to eat.?®® 8:3 If I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on
the way. And some of them have come from a great distance.?®’
8:4 And his disciples answered him,
Where will anyone be able here to fill them with bread in the desert??%®
8:5 And he asked them,
How many loaves do you have?
And they said,
Seven.?®
8:6 And he commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground. And taking the seven
loaves, he gave thanks and broke them, and he was giving them to his disciples to serve.
And they served them to the crowd.?® 8:7 They also had a few small fish, and after
blessing them, he told them to serve these as well.?*" 8:8 And they ate and were satisfied,
and they picked up seven baskets full of the fragments.?*? 8:9 There were about four

thousand people, and he sent them away.?* 8:10 And immediately he entered the boat
with his disciples and came to the district of Dalmanutha.?®* 8:11 And the Pharisees came
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out and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven in order to test
him.?*® 8:12 Sighing deeply in his spirit, he said,

Why does this generation keep seeking a sign? Truly I say to you, if a sign shall be given to
this generation. ..?%

8:13 And leaving them, he embarked again and went to the other side.?®” 8:14 But they

had forgotten to take bread, and they had no more than one loaf with them in the boat.?*®
8:15 And he was giving orders to them, saying,
Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod.?%®

8:16 And they were discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread.>® 8:17
And Jesus, aware of this, said to them,

Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet get it and
understand? Do you have a hardened heart?**! 8:18 Having eyes, do you not see? And having
ears, do you not hear <Jeremiah 5:21>? And do you not remember>%? 8:19 when I broke the five
loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments you picked up?

They said to him,

Twelve.3®

8:20 When I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
fragments you picked up?

And they said to him,

Seven. 3%
8:21 And he was saying to them,

Do you not yet understand?3%®
8:22 Then they came to Bethsaida, and they brought a blind man to him and were urging
him to touch him.3% 8:23 Taking the blind man by the hand, he brought him out of the
village. And after spitting on his eyes and laying his hands on him, he asked him,

Do you see anything?>%’
8:24 And he looked up and said,

I see men, but I perceive them like trees walking around.>®

8:25 Then again he laid his hands on his eyes, and he saw clearly and was restored. And
he was gazing at everything clearly.>* 8:26 And he sent him to his house, saying,

Do not even enter the village.>'°
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8:27 Then Jesus went out, along with his disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi,
and on the way he asked his disciples, saying to them,

Who do people say that  am?*"!

8:28 They told him, saying,

John the Baptist, and others say Elijah, while others say one of the prophets.>'?

8:29 And he asked them,
But who do you say that [ am?
Peter answered and said to him,

You are the Messiah.3"
8:30 And he strictly admonished them to tell no one about him.*" 8:31 And he began to
teach them that it was necessary for the Son of Man to suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
from the dead.>'® 8:32 And he was stating the matter (tov Aéyov) plainly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him.3'® 8:33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said,

Get behind me, Satan, for you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.®'"’

8:34 And calling the crowd to himself with his disciples, he said to them,

If someone desires to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.®'® 8:35 For whoever desires to save his existence will lose it, but whoever loses his
existence for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.3'° 8:36 For what does it benefit a man to
gain the whole world and give up his existence??° 8:37 For what can a man give in exchange
for his existence??! 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.®?

9:1 And he was saying to them,

Truly I say to you, that there are some standing here who will not experience death until they
see the Kingdom of God after it has come in power.*?®

9:2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John and brought them up on a
high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them.*** 9:3 His garments
became exceedingly bright white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.??® 9:4 And
Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.*?® 9:5 And
Peter responded and said to Jesus,

Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.*?’
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9:6 For he did not know how to respond, because they became terrified.*® 9.7 Then a
cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud,

This is My Son whom I love. Listen to him.3?°

9:8 Suddenly they looked around and no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with
them.3*° 9.9 As they were coming down from the mountain, he commanded them not to
relate to anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.*"
9:10 And they seized upon that statement, discussing with one another what rising from
the dead meant.**? 9:11 They were asking him, saying,

The scribes say that Elijah must come first.>*
9:12 And he said to them,
Elijah does come first and restore all things. But how is it written of the Son of Man that he
will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?>** 9:13 However, I say to you that
Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they desired, just as it is written of
him.>*
9:14 When they came to the disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and the
scribes were arguing with them.?* 9:15 And immediately when the whole crowd saw him,
they were excited and running up to him to greet him.>* 9:16 So he asked them,
What are you arguing about with them?3%
9:17 And one of the crowd answered him,
Teacher, I brought my son to you, having a spirit which makes him mute.** 9:18 And
whenever it seizes him, it bursts out of him, and he foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth, and
he stiffens up. I told your disciples to cast him out, but they were unable.>*°

9:19 And he answered and said to them,

O unbelieving generation, how long will I be with you? How long will I put up with you?
Bring him to me.>*’

9:20 So they brought him to him, and when he saw him, immediately the spirit threw him
into convulsions, and falling down on the ground, he was rolling around and foaming at
the mouth.?*? 9:21 And he asked his father,

How long has this been happening to him?

And he said,

From childhood.3*® 9:22 It has often thrown him into the fire and into the water to destroy
him. But if you are able, help us and have compassion on us.>**

9:23 And Jesus said to him,

“If you are able?” All things are possible to him who believes.>*®
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9:24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said,

I do believe. Help me in my unbelief.>*®

9:25 When Jesus saw that the crowd was gathering rapidly, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it,

You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter him again.>*’
9:26 After crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, he came out. And he
became like a corpse so that many of them said that he was dead.**® 9:27 And Jesus
took him by the hand and raised him up, and he got up.?*° 9:28 And when he came into
the house, his disciples were asking him privately,

Why were we not able to cast it out?*>°
9:29 And he said to them,

This kind cannot be cast out by anything but prayer.>*'

9:30 From there they went out and were going through Galilee, and he did not want
anyone to know,**? 9:31 for he was teaching his disciples and saying to them,

The Son of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he
has been killed, he will rise after three days.?>

9:32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask him.%** 9:33
Then they came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house, he was asking them,

What were you discussing on the way?°®

9:34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another who was
the greatest.®**® 9:35 And sitting down, he called the twelve and said to them,
If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.>*

9:36 Taking a child, he set him in their midst, and taking him in his arms, he said to
them,3%®

9:37 Whoever receives one such child in my name, receives me, and whoever receives me
does not receive me, but the One who sent me.3%°

9:38 John said to him,

Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him,
because he was not following us.>®°

9:39 But Jesus said,
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Do not hinder him, for there is no one who will perform a miracle in my name and be able to
speak evil of me quickly.*®' 9:40 For he who is not against us is for us.*®? 9:41 For whoever
gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah, truly I say to you
that he will not lose his wage.®®

9:42 And whoever causes one of these little ones who believes to stumble, it would be better
for him if, with a heavy millstone around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.>®* 9:43 If
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter crippled into life, than,
having two hands, to depart into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire,?*® 9:44 where their
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched <Isaiah 66:24>.3%°

9:45 If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off, for it is better for you to enter lame into life,
than, having two feet, to be cast into Gehenna,*®” 9:46 where their worm does not die and the
fire is not quenched <Isaiah 66:24>,3%

9:47 If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out. It is better for you to enter with one eye
into the Kingdom of God, than, having two eyes, to be cast into Gehenna,®®® 9:48 where their
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched <Isaiah 66:24>.3"

9:49 For everyone will be salted with fire.>”"

9:50 Salt is good, but if the salt loses its saltiness, with what will you season? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another.>’

10:1 Getting up, he went from there to the region of Judea and the other side of the
Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And as he had been accustomed, he began
teaching them again.*”® 10:2 Testing him, Pharisees approached him and were
questioning him whether it is lawful for a man to divorce his wife.*”* 10:3 He answered
and said to them,

What did Moses command you?®®
10:4 They said,

Moses permitted the writing of a certificate of divorce and sending her away <Deuteronomy
376
24:1,3>.

10:5 But Jesus said to them,

He wrote this commandment for you with your hardness of heart in mind.*’” 10:6 But from
the beginning of the creation, He made them male and female <Genesis 1:27; 5:2>.3"® 10:7 For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and he shall be united to his wife <Genesis
2:24>37° 10:8 And the two shall become one flesh <Genesis 2:24>, so that they are no longer two
but one flesh.*®° 10:9 What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.®’

10:10 In the house, the disciples were questioning him again about this.*®? 10:11 And he
said to them,

Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery with her.* 10:12
And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.>®*
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10:13 And they were bringing children to him so that he could touch them. But the
disciples rebuked them.*® 10:14 When Jesus saw this, he became angry and said to
them,
Permit the children to come to me. Do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.*® 10:15 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like
a child will not enter it.%®
10:16 And he took them in his arms and was blessing them, laying his hands on them.38®
10:17 As he was coming out to go on his way, a man ran up to him and knelt before him,
and he asked him,
Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 1ife?%°
10:18 And Jesus said to him,
Why do you call me good? No one is good except God.** 10:19 You know the
commandments, Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother <Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-
90>391
10:20 And he said to him,
Teacher, I have guarded these things from my youth.3%

10:21 Looking at him, Jesus loved him and said to him,

One thing you lack. Go, sell all you possess and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven. And come, follow me [and take up your cross].>*?

10:22 But at this statement he was shocked, and he went away grieving, for he was one
who owned many possessions.>** 10:23 And Jesus, looking around, said to his disciples,

How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter into the Kingdom of God.>*°

10:24 The disciples were amazed at his words, but Jesus responded again and said to
them,

Children, how difficult it is to enter into the Kingdom of God.*®* 10:25 It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a wealthy man to enter into the Kingdom of God.3’

10:26 And they were even more astonished and said to him,
Then who can be saved?3%
10:27 Gazing into their faces, Jesus said to them,

With people it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.>%

10:28 Peter began to say to him,

21



February 14, 2021 Translation and notes by Earle Craig
Mark

Behold, we have left everything and followed you.*

10:29 Jesus said,
Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father
or children or farms for my sake and for the sake of the good news,*" 10:30 but that he will
receive a hundred times now in the present time houses and brothers and sisters and mothers
and children and farms, along with persecutions, and in the age which is coming, eternal
life.**2 10:31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.**®

10:32 They were on the road walking up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of

them. And they were amazed, and those who were following were fearful. And again

Jesus took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was about to happen to him,***
10:33 Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the
chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand him over to the
Gentiles.**® 10:34 And they will mock him and spit on him and beat him with a whip and kill
him. And after three days he will rise.*%®

10:35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached him and said to him,
Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.**’

10:36 And he said to them,
What do you want me to do for you?*®®

10:37 They said to him,
Grant that we may sit, one on your right and one of your left, in your glory.*%°

10:38 But Jesus said to them,

You do not understand what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup which I am
drinking, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am being baptized?*'°

10:39 And they said to him,
We are able.

Then Jesus said to them,
The cup that I drink you will drink, and you will be baptized with the baptism with which I
am baptized.*'" 10:40 But to sit on my right or on my left is not mine to give, but it is for

those for whom it has been prepared.*'?

10:41 Hearing this, the twelve began to get angry with James and John.*"* 10:42 And
calling them to himself, Jesus said to them,

You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great men exercise authority over them.*'#10:43 But it is not this way with you. Instead,
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whoever wants to become great among you will be your servant,*'® 10:44 and whoever wants

to be first among you will be everyone’s slave.*'® 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve and to give his life a ransom for many.*'’
10:46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a
large crowd, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, was sitting by the road.*'®
10:47 When he heard that it was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say,

Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me.*1°

10:48 And many were rebuking him that he would be quiet, but he kept crying out all the
more,

Son of David, have mercy on me.*?°

10:49 And Jesus stopped and said,
Call him here.

So they called the blind man, saying to him,
Take courage. Stand up. He is calling for you.**’

10:50 And throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus.*?? 10:51 And
answering him, Jesus said,

What do you want me to do for you?
And the blind man said to him,
Rabboni, that I may see.*?®
10:52 And Jesus said to him,
Go, your belief has made you well.
Immediately he regained his sight and began following him on his way.*?*

11:1 As they approached Jerusalem at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mt. of Olives,
he sent two of his disciples*?® 11:2 and said to them,

Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find a colt tied up,
on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here.*?® 11:3 If someone says to you, “Why
are you doing this?” you say, “The Lord has need of it,” and immediately he will send it back

here.*?’

11:4 They went and found the colt tied to a door outside in the street, and they untied
it.*?® 11:5 And some of those standing there were saying to them,

What are you doing, untying the colt?*?
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11:6 So they spoke to them just as Jesus said, and they let them go.*** 11:7 And they
brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks on it, and he sat on it.**' 11:38 And many
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut
from the fields.**? 11:9 Those who went in front and those who were following were
shouting,

433

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord <Psalm 118:26>.">° 11:10 Blessed is

the coming kingdom of our father David. Hosanna in the highest!*3*

11:11 And Jesus entered Jerusalem, into the temple, and looking around at everyone, for
it was already evening, he left for Bethany with the twelve.** 11:12 On the next day, after
leaving Bethany, he became hungry.**® 11:13 Seeing from afar a fig tree with leaves on it,
he went to see if perhaps he might find anything on it. But when he came to it, he found

nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.**” 11:14 He responded and said to it,

May no one ever eat fruit from you into the age.
And his disciples were listening.*® 11:15 Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered
into the temple and began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple,
and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were
selling doves.**° 11:16 And he was not permitting anyone to carry objects through the
temple.*?® 11:17 And he was teaching and saying to them,

Has it not been written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations” <Isaiah
56:7>. But you have made it a “robbers’ den” <Jeremiah 7:11>.'

11:18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this and began seeking how to destroy him.
For they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.**?
11:19 And when evening came, they would go out of the city.**® 11:20 As they were
passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.*** 11:21 And
being reminded, Peter said to him,

Rabbi, look, the fig tree which you cursed has withered.**®

11:22 And Jesus answered and said to them,

Have belief in God.**® 11:23 Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, “Be taken up
and thrown into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is
going to happen, it will be such for him.**” 11:24 Therefore, I say to you, all things for which
you pray and ask, believe that you receive them, and they will be such for you.**® 11:25
Whenever you stand and are praying, forgive if you have anything against someone, so that
your Father in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.**® 11:26 [But if you do not
forgive, your Father in heaven will not forgive your transgressions.]**°

11:27 And they came again to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, scribes, and elders came to him,*" 11:28 and they were saying to him,

By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you the authority to do these
things?*>

11:29 And Jesus said to them,
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Let me ask you one question (Adyov), and you answer me, and then I will tell you by what

authority I do these things.**® 11:30 Was John’s baptism from heaven or from men? Answer
454

me.

11:31 They were reasoning among themselves, saying,

If we say, “From heaven,” then he will say, “Then why did you not believe him?**%° 11:32
But if we say, “From men?"—

They were afraid of the crowd, for everyone considered John to be a real prophet.**®
11:33 Answering Jesus, they said,

We do not know.
So Jesus said to them,

Nor will I tell you by what authority I do these things.**’
12:1 And he began to speak to them in parables,

A man planted a vineyard, and he put a wall around it, and he dug a winepress and built a
tower, and he rented it out to tenant-farmers and went on a journey.**® 12:2 When it was time,
he sent a slave to the tenant-farmers in order to collect from the fruit of the vineyard from the
tenant-farmers.**® 12:3 But they took him, beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.*®® 12:4
Again, he sent to them another slave, and they beat him over the head and treated him
dishonorably.*®' 12:5 And he sent another. And they killed him, and many others, beating
some and killing the others.*®? 12:6 He still had one more to send, a beloved son. He sent him
last to them, saying, “They will respect my son.”*®® 12:7 But the tenant-farmers said to one
another, “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.”*®* 12:8 And
they took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard.*®°

12:9 Therefore, what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenant-
farmers, and he will give the vineyard to others.*®® 12:10 Have you not read this scripture,
“The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief cornerstone.*®” 12:11 This came
about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes” <Psalm 118:22,23>.468

12:12 And they were seeking to seize him, but they were afraid of the crowd, for they
understood that he spoke the parable against them. So they left him and went away.*®*
12:13 Then they sent some Pharisees and Herodians to him in order to trap him in a
statement.*’® 12:14 They came and said to him,

Teacher, we know that you are truthful and are not concerned about getting anyone’s
approval, because you are not partial but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay the
poll-tax to Caesar or not? Shall we pay it or not?*”’

12:15 But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them,

472

Why are you testing me? Bring me a denarius to look at.

12:16 They brought one, and he said to them,
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Whose likeness and inscription is this?

And they said to him,

Caesar’s.*"®

12:17 And Jesus said to them,
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.
And they were amazed at him.*™*

12:18 Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him, and they were
questioning him, saying,*”®

12:19 Teacher, Moses wrote for us, “If a man’s brother dies and leaves behind a wife and
leaves no child, his brother should take the wife and raise up children for his brother
<Deuteronomy 25:5>.476 12:20 There were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died,
leaving no children.*’” 12:21 Then the second one took her and died, leaving behind no
children. And the third likewise.*’® 12:22 And the seven left no children. Last of all, the
woman also died.*”® 12:23 In the resurrection, when they rise, which one’s wife will she be,
for the seven had her as a wife?*°

12:24 Jesus said to them,

Because of this you are mistaken, because you do not understand the scriptures or the power
of God.*®" 12:25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven.*®? 12:26 And concerning the dead, that they are raised,
have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage of the burning bush, how God says to
him, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob <Exodus 3:6>”?483
12:27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are greatly mistaken.*®*

12:28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that he
answered them well, he asked him,

What is the foremost commandment of all?*%®

12:29 Jesus answered,
The foremost is, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.*®® 12:30 And you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your self, and with all your mind, and with all

your strength <Deuteronomy 6:4,5>.”*¢7 12:31 And the second is this, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself <Leviticus 19:18>.” There is no other commandment greater than these.*%

12:32 And the scribe said to him,
Right, Teacher, you have spoken the truth that He is One, and there is no other besides

Him,*®® 12:33 and to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, and with all the
strength, and to love one’s neighbor is much more than burnt offerings and sacrifices.*%
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12:34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him,

You are not far from the Kingdom of God.

After that, no one dared to ask him any more questions.**!

and was saying as he taught in the temple,

12:35 Then Jesus responded

How is it that the scribes say that the Messiah is the Son of David?*®? 12:36 David himself
said in the Holy Spirit, “The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool under your feet <Psalm 110:1>.”**% 12:37 David himself calls him “Lord.”
So how is he his son?
And the large crowd was enjoying listening to him.*%*
saying,

12:38 And in his teaching, he was

Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful greetings in
the market places,*®® 12:39 the chief seats in the synagogues, and the places of honor at
banquets,**® 12:40 who devour widow’s houses, and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers.
They will receive greater condemnation.*¥’

12:41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and was observing how the crowd was
putting money in the treasury. And many wealthy people were putting in large sums.**
12:42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.**
12:43 And calling his disciples to him, he said to them,

Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than all those who made donations to the
treasury.®®® 12:44 For they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her need put in all
that she had, her whole livelihood.®"’

13:1 As he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him,

Teacher, look, what wonderful stones and wonderful buildings!°%

13:2 And Jesus said to him,

Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another stone which will
not be torn down.*®

13:3 As he was sitting on the Mt. of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew were questioning him privately,>*

13:4 Tell us, when will these things take place, and what will be the sign when all these things
are about to be fulfilled?°%°

13:5 And Jesus began to say to them,
See that no one deceives you.*® 13:6 Many will come in my name, saying, “I am he,” and
they will deceive many.>*” 13:7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
frightened. It is necessary that they occur, but that is not yet the end.**® 13:8 For nation will
arise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be earthquakes in various
places. There will also be famines. These are the beginning of birth-pangs.>®
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13:9 But watch yourselves. They will deliver you to the courts, and you will be beaten in the
synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake as a witness to
them.®'® 13:10 And first the gospel must be proclaimed to all the nations.®'" 13:11 When they
lead you and hand you over, do not worry ahead of time what you will say, but speak
whatever is given you in that hour. For it is not you who are speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
13:12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his children. And children will turn
against their parents and put them to death.®'® 13:13 And you will be hated by all on account
of my name, but the one who endures to the end will be saved.’™
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13:14 When you see the abomination of desolation <Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11> standing where it
should not be (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the
mountains.®'® 13:15 Let not the one who is on the housetop go down or go in to get anything
out of his house.?'® 13:16 And the one who is in the field must not turn back to get his
cloak.®" 13:17 And woe to those who are pregnant and who are nursing in those days.>'®
13:18 And pray that it not happen in winter.>'®

13:19 For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred from the beginning
of the creation which God created until now, and never will.*?® 13:20 Unless the Lord had
shortened those days, no flesh would be saved, but on account of the elect whom He has
chosen, He shortened those days.521

13:21 And then, if anyone says to you, “Behold, here is the Messiah,” or, “Behold, there he is,”
do not believe him.*?? 13:22 For false messiahs and false prophets will arise, and they will

give signs and wonders in order to deceive, if possible, those who are chosen.®?® 13:23 So
watch out. I have told you everything in advance.®?*

13:24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light <cf. Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:10,31; 3:15>.5%° 13:25 And the stars will be falling
from heaven <cf. Isaiah 34:4>, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.®?® 13:26 Then you
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory <cf. Daniel 7:13>.%%
13:27 And then he will send for the angels, and he will gather those who are chosen from the
four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven.’?®

13:28 Now learn the parable from the fig tree. When its branch has already become tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.% 13:29 In the same manner, when you
see these things happening, you know that he is near, at the gates.>*°

13:30 Truly I say to you, this ethnic group will not pass away until all these things take
place.®' 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.>*?

13:32 And of that day and hour no one knows, not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father.>®

13:33 Watch out. Stay on the alert, because you do not know when that season will occur.>**
13:34 It is like a man on a journey leaving his house and giving his slaves authority, to each
one his work, and he commands the doorkeeper to stay alert.>>® 13:35 Therefore, be on the
alert, for you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning,®*® 13:36 lest he come suddenly and
find you asleep.®®’ 13:37 What I say to you, I say to all, “Stay alert.”>*
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14:1 Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away, and the chief
priests and scribes were seeking how to seize him by stealth and kill him.5*® 14:2 But they
were saying, “Not during the feast, lest there be a riot of the people.”*

14:3 While he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper and reclining at table, a
woman came who had an alabaster jar of very costly perfume of pure oil of nard. She
broke the jar and poured it over his head.**' 14:4 But some were angry and saying to one
another,

Why has this perfume been wasted?>*? 14:5 For this perfume might have been sold for over
three hundred denarii and given to the poor.

And they were rebuking her.>* 14:6 But Jesus said,

Leave her alone. Why are you causing her trouble? She has done a good deed for me.>** 14:7
For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good to them,
but you do not always have me.>* 14:8 She has done what she could. She has poured oil on
my body ahead of time for the burial.>*® 14:9 Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is
proclaiSIEed in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory
of her.

14:10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests to betray him to
them.>*® 14:11 And they were glad when they heard, and they promised to give him
money. And he was seeking how to betray him conveniently.>*® 14:12 With regard to the
first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb was being sacrificed, his
disciples said to him,

Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?°*°

14:13 And he sent two of his disciples and said to them,

Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a jar of water. Follow him,*" 14:14 and
wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”**? 14:15 And he will show you a
large upstairs room furnished and ready. Prepare for us there.>*®

14:16 So the disciples went out and came to the city, and they found it just as he had told
them. And they prepared the Passover.®** 14:17 When it was evening, he came with the
twelve.* 14:18 As they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said,

Truly I say to you, one of you who is eating with me will betray me.>*®

14:19 They began to be grieved and to say to him, one by one, “Surely not 1?”°7 14:20
And he said to them,

It is one of the twelve, he who dips with me in the bowl.>*® 14:21 For the Son of Man is going
away just as it has been written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is

betrayed. It would be good for that man if he had not been born.>*®

14:22 While they were eating, he took some bread, and after blessing it, he broke it and
gave it to them, and said,
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Take. [Eat.] This is my body.>®°

14:23 And when he had taken a cup and given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all
drank from it.%®" 14:24 And he said to them,

This is my blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many.*®? 14:25 Truly I say to
you, that [ will never drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the
Kingdom of God.%%
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14:26 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mt. of Olives.™* 14:27 And Jesus said to

them,

You will all fall away, because it is written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep
will be scattered <Zechariah 13:7>.°%° 14:28 But after I have been raised, I will go before you to
Galilee.*®

14:29 But Peter said to him,

Even if all fall away, I will not.>®’

14:30 And Jesus said to him,

Truly I say to you, that this very night you will deny me three times before a rooster crows
. .~ 568
twice.

14:31 But he kept saying emphatically,

Even if I die with you, I will not deny you.

And they were all saying the same thing.>®*

Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples,

14:32 And they came to the place named

Sit here until I have prayed.®”®

14:33 And he took with him Peter, James, and John, and he began to be very distressed
and troubled.?”" 14:34 And he said to them,

My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death. Remain here and stay alert.>"2

14:35 He went a little beyond them and fell to the ground, and he was praying that if it
were possible, the hour would pass him by.*”® 14:36 And he was saying,

Abba! Father! All things are possible for You. Remove this cup from me. But not what [ want,
but what You want.5"

14:37 And he came and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter,
Simon, are you sleeping? Are you not strong enough to stay alert for one hour?°’® 14:38 Stay

alert and pray that you may not come into temptation. On the one hand, the Spirit is eager, but
the flesh is weak.*"
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14:39 Again he went away and prayed, making the same statement.” 14:40 And again he
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy. And they did not know
what to answer him.5’® 14:41 And he came a third time and said to them,

Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man
is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.®’® 14:42 Get up. Let us go. Behold, the one who is
betraying me is near.>®°

14:43 And immediately while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, came up,
and a crowd with swords and clubs from the chief priests, scribes, and elders were with
him.8" 14:44 And he who was betraying him had given them a signal, saying,

Whomever I kiss, he is the one. Seize him, and lead him away under guard.®®?

14:45 After coming, Judas immediately came to him and said, “Rabbi,” and kissed him.>®
14:46 And they laid hands on him and seized him.?®* 14:47 And one of those who was
standing there drew his sword and struck the high priest’s slave and cut off his ear.>®
14:48 And Jesus responded and said to them,

Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me, as you would for an

insurrectionist?°®® 14:49 Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not

seize me. But this has happened so that the scriptures will be fulfilled <cf. Isaiah 53; Zechariah
587

13:7>.

14:50 And they all left him and fled.*® 14:51 And a certain young man was following him,
wearing only a linen sheet over his naked body, and they seized him.*® 14:52 But he
pulled free from the linen sheet and fled naked.*® 14:53 And they led Jesus away to the
high priest, and all the chief priests, elders, and scribes had gathered together.>' 14:54
And Peter followed him from a distance into the courtyard of the high priest, and he was
sitting with the assistants and warming himself by the light of the fire.>*? 14:55 Now the
chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking testimony against Jesus in order to
put him to death, and they were not finding any.>*® 14:56 For many were giving false
testimony against him, but their testimony was not consistent.*** 14:57 And some stood
up and were giving false testimony, saying,**

14:58 We heard him say, “I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will
build another made without hands.”>%

14:59 And not even in this respect was their testimony consistent.>*” 14:60 And the high
priest stood up in their midst and questioned Jesus, saying,

Do you not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against you?°%®

14:61 But he remained silent and did not answer. Again the high priest questioned him
and said to him,

Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?°%

14:62 And Jesus said,
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I am (¢y® i), and you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and
coming with the clouds of heaven <Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13> 800

14:63 Tearing his clothes, the high priest said,

What further need do we have of witnesses?®®' 14:64 You have heard the blasphemy. How
does it seem to you?

And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.?®? 14:65 And some began to spit on
him, to cover his face, and to beat him with their fists. And they said to him, “Prophesy.”
And the assistants received him with slaps.®® 14:66 While Peter was below in the
courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came,®* 14:67 and seeing Peter
warming himself, she gazed at his face and said,

You also were with the Nazarene Jesus.5*
14:68 But he denied it, saying,
I neither know nor understand what you are talking about.

And he went out into the front courtyard and a rooster crowed.®* 14:69 And again a
servant-girl saw him and began to say to the bystanders,

This is one of them.?%”

14:70 But he denied it again. And after a little while, the bystanders again were saying to
Peter,

Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean too.5%®

14:71 But he began to curse and swear,

I do not know this man you are talking about.®%°

14:72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter remembered the statement
Jesus said to him,

Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.

And thinking of this, he began to weep.®'° 15:1 Early in the morning, the chief priests with

the elders, scribes, and the whole Sanhedrin immediately held a consultation, and
binding Jesus, they led him away and delivered him to Pilate.®’" 15:2 And Pilate
questioned him,

Are you the king of the Jews?
And he answered him,

You are saying it.?'?
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15:3 And the chief priests were forcefully accusing him. [But he said nothing.]®'® 15:4 So
Pilate again questioned him,

Do you not answer? See how many charges they bring against you.®™

15:5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.®'® 15:6 Now at the
feast he used to release for them one prisoner whom they requested.®'® 15:7 The man
Barabbas had been imprisoned with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in
the insurrection.®'” 15:8 And the crowd went up and began asking for him to do just as he
was accustomed to do for them.'® 15:9 And Pilate answered them, saying,

Do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?®'°

15:10 For he was aware that the chief priests had handed him over out of envy.*% 15:11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd that he would release Barabbas for them
instead.®?' 15:12 Responding again, Pilate said to them,

Then what shall I do with him whom you call the king of the Jews?°%?
15:13 But again they cried out,

Crucify him!%®
15:14 But Pilate said to them,

Why? What evil has he done?

But they shouted all the more,

Crucify him!%%*

15:15 And wanting to make the crowd happy, Pilate released Barabbas for them. And
after having Jesus beaten with a whip, he handed him over to be crucified.®® 15:16 So
the soldiers led him away into the courtyard, that is, the Praetorium, and they called
together the whole military unit.®® 15:17 And they dressed him in purple, and after
twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on him.®?” 15:18 And they began to acclaim him,

Hail! King of the Jews!?®

15:19 And they were beating him on the head with a staff, and they were spitting on him
and kneeling and bowing before him.®?® 15:20 And after they had mocked him, they took
the purple robe off him and put his own garments on him. And they led him away to
crucify him.®® 15:21 And they compelled a certain passer-by coming from the country,
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross.®*! 15:22 Then
they brought him to the place Golgotha, which means Place of the Skull.%*? 15:23 And
they were giving him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.%*® 15:24 Then they
crucified him and divided up his garments, casting lots for them <Psalm 22:18> to see who
would take what.®** 15:25 It was the third hour when they crucified him.%*® 15:26 And the
inscription of his charge had been written, “King of the Jews.”®*® 15:27 They also crucified
two insurrectionists with him, one on his right and one on his left.*” [15:28 And the

scripture was fulfilled which says, “And he was numbered with transgressors <Isaiah 53:12>.”]%%
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15:29 Those who were passing by were verbally abusing him, wagging their heads and
saying,
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You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,” 15:30 save yourself

and come down from the cross.®*°

15:31 In the same way, the chief priests were mocking him among themselves along with
the scribes and saying,

He saved others. He cannot save himself.®*! 15:32 Let the Messiah, the king of Israel, now
come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe.

And those who were crucified with him were also reproaching him.%*? 15:33 When the
sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.®*® 15:34 And at the
ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which means, My God, my God, why have you
abandoned me?%

15:35 When some of the bystanders heard him, they were saying,
Behold, he is calling for Elijah.%*°

15:36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a staff, and gave him
a drink, saying,

Hold on. Let us see if Elijah comes to take him down.®*®

15:37 And Jesus let out a loud cry and died.®*” 15:38 And the curtain of the temple was
torn in two from top to bottom.®*® 15:39 When the centurion, who was standing right in
front of him, saw the manner in which he died, he said,

Truly this man was the Son of God.®*°

15:40 There were also some women observing from a distance, among whom were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James the Less, Joses, and Salome.®* 15:41 When
he was in Galilee, they used to follow him and serve him. And there were many other
women who came up with him to Jerusalem.®®' 15:42 When evening had already come,
because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath,®®? 15:43 Joseph
of Arimathea came, a respected leader, who himself was also waiting for the Kingdom of
God. And he gathered up the courage and went in before Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus.®®* 15:44 But Pilate wondered if he was already dead, and summoning the
centurion, he asked him if he had died a while ago.®** 15:45 And finding this out from the
centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.®®® 15:46 Joseph bought a linen cloth, took him
down, wrapped him in the linen cloth and laid him in a tomb which had been hewn out in
the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.%*® 15:47 And Mary
Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, were observing where he was laid.®’

16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices so that they could go and anoint him.®*® 16:2 And very early on the
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first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.®* 16:3 And they
were saying to one another,

Who will roll away for us the stone from the entrance to the tomb?°®°

16:4 Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, for it was extremely
large.®®' 16:5 Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a
white robe, and they were alarmed.®®? 16:6 And he said to them,

Do not be alarmed. You are seeking Jesus the Nazarene who was crucified. He has been
raised from the dead and is not here. See the place where they laid him.*®® 16:7 But go, tell
his disciples and Peter, “He is going ahead of you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as
he told you.”%%

16:8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had
gripped them. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. [Now they promptly
reported all these instructions to those with Peter. And after that, Jesus himself sent forth
from the east to the west through them the sacred and incorruptible proclamation of
eternal salvation. Amen.]?®®

16:9 [Now, after he had risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.®® 16:10 She went and reported
to those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping.®®” 16:11 When
they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe it.%®® 16:12
After that, he was manifested in a different form to two of them while they were walking
along to the countryside.®® 16:13 And they went away and reported it to the rest of them.
But they did not believe them either.5”

16:14 Later, he was manifested to the twelve themselves as they were reclining at table,
and he reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not
believed those who had seen him after he had been raised from the dead.®”" 16:15 And
he said to them,

Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to all creation.®’? 16:16 The one who believes
and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned.®”® 16:17 These
signs will follow closely for those who believe. In my name they will cast out demons, they
will speak with new languages,®™ 16:18 they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they
drink any deadly poison, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will
get well.6”®

16:19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God.®”® 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message through signs which
followed.]?””
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I"Apym t0D evoryyehiov Incod Xpiotod ‘[viod Beod]' — Mark starts his gospel account of Jesus by calling what he is
going to say in the next verses “the beginning of the good news of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.” Therefore, he
considers the beginning of the good news to be the story of John the Baptist, who is identified from Malachi 3:1 and
Isaiah 40:3 as the messenger and prophet of God who precedes the Messiah and prepares the way for him.

The title “Son of God” comes from the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17 where God identifies
Solomon, David’s immediate son, as the the first Son of God in the line of kings of Israel which will culminate in Jesus
as the eternal king of the Kingdom of God.

2 Kabog yéypamton &v 1@ Hoolg 1) Tpo@ntn' idod T Grootéllm Tov dyyeAdv 1ov mpd mposodmov 6ov 6¢
karaokevaoel Thv 080v cov T — Mark says that these quotes from the OT are from Isaiah as a shorthand way of
claiming that they have divine authority and are being fulfilled by John the Baptist.

Cf. Malachi 3:1, Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me (’A;z? 77703
ORI TOE *337) (1800 évd £EamooTéAA® TOV EyYEAGY pov, Kol EmPAéyeTon 68OV Tpd TPosGTOV pov). And the
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight,
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.

From my notes on Malachi 3:1 — In Matthew 11:10 and Luke 7:27, Jesus quotes this verse and identifies John the
Baptist as this messenger of God. Therefore, the Lord is Jesus (cf. Psalm 11:10, “Yahweh said to my Lord, sit at My
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.””), who enters his temple, meaning that he comes to the
temple of God as the very icon of God on earth (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15). However, the rest of the
statements about Jesus point more to his second coming than to his first coming. He will destroy his enemies, set up his
kingdom on the land of Israel where he will sit on his throne in Jerusalem, and direct either the rebuilding of the temple
or the proper offering of sacrifices by the Levitical priests in a rebuilt temple

Cf. Exodus 23:20, Behold, I am going to send an angel before you (TJ;‘? "[Z'SHD ﬂ?b‘ ’D"Jks ﬂiﬂ) (Kat i80b €yad
AnooTELA® TOV GyyeAOV nov Tpo Tpocemov cov) to guard you along the way and to bring you into the place which I
have prepared.

3 pwvn Bodvroc v Tl Eptue: EToludoate Ty 680V KUpiov. eV0elaC moleiTe TG rpzﬁovg ravtod, T —cf. Isaiah 40:3, A
voice is calling, “Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness (7117 577 12 13'[?3" &WP 5 1) (eovi Bodviog &v
Tf épnue ‘Etodoate tnv 680v kupiov); make smooth in the desert a highway for our God (14’;‘!5&5 H?DD ﬂ:ﬁ""
17@7) (e¥0eiog moieite TOg Tpifovg 100 60D MudV).” Even though Isaiah is referring to Yahweh, the transcendent
Creator, these statements apply equally well to Jesus as the icon of God in the creation and Yahweh’s proxy as the Son
of God and king of Israel according to the Davidic Covenant (cf. 2 Samuel 7, 1 Chronicles 17, Psalm 2 & 8).

4 gyévero Todvvng  [6] Bamtilov &v T épriue kol knpvecev BATTIGU LeTovoiag el dpeowy duapTidv — The fact
that John is “announcing a baptism...” means that he is the one who begins this practice of baptizing people in water as
the manner outwardly by which they inwardly confess and repent of their sins before God in order to receive His mercy
and forgiveness. The desert is the rather desolate area east of Jerusalem down by the Jordan River, which was the water
in which people were being baptized (cf. v. 5).

3 ko gEemopedeto mpog avtov Taoa 1 Tovdaia xdpo kol oi Teposolvpiton mavieg, kol epantilovto “OT avTOD v
t® Topddvn mwotou® €oporoyovuevor Tag apaptiog avt@v — To walk as far as these people did meant that they were
motivated to hear John and go through the baptism that he was providing them for the purpose of their acknowledging
their sins before God and receiving His forgiveness. It would make sense also that God is inwardly motivating these
people by His Spirit by changing their hearts and making them truly desirous of obtaining His mercy—even apart from
the practice which He had given them of bringing their sin offerings to Him at the temple through the Levitical
priesthood. So this is really something quite radical among the Jews.

6 ko v 0 Todvyng éviedupévog "pixog KouiAov kol {dvny deppotivny mept THY 6@V adTod Kol E68imv
axpidag kot néh dyprov — 2 Kings 1:8 — They answered him, “He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about
his loins.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

Leviticus 11:20-23 — “All the 'winged insects that walk on a// fours are detestable to you. 21 ‘Yet these you may eat
among all the 'winged insects which walk on all fours: those which have above their feet jointed legs with which to
jump on the earth. 22 ‘These of them you may eat: the locust in its kinds, and the devastating locust in its kinds, and the
cricket in its kinds, and the grasshopper in its kinds. 23 ‘But all other 'winged insects which are four-footed are
detestable to you.’

John did not wear the typical cloth tunic of his day, and he ate only grasshoppers and bee’s honey, thus setting himself
apart by his clothing and food from the rest of the Jews. This was further indication besides instituting the practice of
water baptism for the forgiveness of sins that he was a prophet from God in fulfillment of Isaiah 40 and Malachi 3.

7 Ko gkfpuccev Aéyov * pxetot 0 ioxvpoTepds Hov OTIG® Hov’, 00 0VK eiul IKovdg °kVyag ADoot TOV ipdvTa
TOV Yrodnudtov avtod — Here is John’s prediction of the Messiah.

8 ¢ya épdmTico dubc T Udati, avtog 88 Pumticel udg v mvedpott dyim — Meaning that belief in the Messiah will
place a person in the Holy Spirit of God as the location of this person’s repentance and forgiveness. In other words,
God will be at work in this person to bring about repentance for the sake of eternal forgiveness and life.
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Ko £yéveto év éxeivoug taig nuépaig nibev Incodg aro "Naloper tic FalAiaiog kol ePamnticdn eig Tov
Topdavnv vwo Tadvvov — As Jesus’ way of identifying with sinners who would eventually obtain their forgiveness
from God through him, Jesus goes through the same process of immersing himself in water, but without having to
repent of his sins because he was morally perfect.

10 0 e0BVC GvaPoivav ek ToD Td0Tog £idev GYLoREVOVS TOVS 0VPOVOVE KO TO TVEDUC OC TEPIGTEPRY KOTUPOIVOV
T reig ovtév — This is God’s visible and audible way of confirming Jesus’ identity as the Messiah and the beginning of
his publicly proclaiming this until the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. In other words, the clock has truly
started turning towards his crucifixion.

T xon v “éyéveto &k TV 0VPOVAV™ 6D £l 6 VIdg pov 6 dyamntdc, év ool evdéknoo — God is declaring that Jesus
is the Davidic king of 2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17, and He is pleased with his obedience to journey towards his
death and resurrection for the sake of fulfilling his role as the Messiah (cf. Matthew 3:17; 12:18; Mark 9:7; Luke 3:22;
also John 12:28, the voice out of heaven).

2 Ko e000¢ 10 mvedpa adtov ekPaAret gig Ty épnuov —

B ot fiv *év 11 €prue’ TecoepdkovTo NUEPOC Tepalduevog VIO T0D GUTaVE, KoL v LeTd TV Onpimv, Kol ol
dyyehot dinkdvouv avt®d — Just as we sinners are tested by ultimately God as to whether or not we will persevere in
believing in God and obeying him, Jesus was tested. But Mark leaves out the details of Matthew and Luke.

14 ‘Meta 88 10 Topadodfvar Tov Tadvvny AABev 6 Incodg eic Thv Faldaiov * knpvccov 1o evayyéhov T 10D
0eot — John’s gospel begins the explanation of Jesus’ movements and actions which occurred prior to John’s arrest and
imprisonment by Herod. But Matthew, Mark, and Luke begin their explanations of Jesus’ movements and actions
which occurred after John’s arrest and imprisonment. Cf. John 3:24, “for John had not yet been thrown into prison.”

I3 o Myov' 811 “memAipotol 6 Koupdg' kol Hyyikev 1 Paciielo 10D Beod: petovoeite Kol ToTEVETE £V TR
evayyehie — The season of waiting according to the OT for the Messiah to appear that really begins the time when he
will start to bring the Kingdom of God, starting with the Kingdom of Israel and ending with the eternal earth and
heaven, into existence has come to an end, because Jesus has appeared on the scene. Thus Jesus exhorts the Jews to
take care of the most important issue in their lives, their sinfulness, and appeal to God for His mercy and the inward
commitment to avoid sin by working hard to obey God on the basis of the good news that Jesus will be the main feature
of God’s creating His kingdom.

16 Kot mopdyov mapd v 0dracoov tic Noaddaiog eidev Zipova kol Avpéay tov 6deleov MEipmvog
"au@iBdiroviog év 1fi Baddoon foav yap dAieig — This is after Jesus has already had some interaction with these
men as explained by John in the first chapters of his gospel.

17 ko eimev avtoic 6 Incodg dedte Omicw pov, kKol Torjom dudC yevéshor Gheic Gvipomov — Mark’s intent is to
present the fact that Jesus called these men to leave their livelihoods for the time being and become his fulltime
disciples so that they may eventually encourage people to believe in Jesus as the Messiah.

18 ko e00V¢ Gipévtec ‘1o SikTva RKoLovENcay avt®d — They are able to follow him immediately because they have
been spending time with him already according to John’s gospel.

19 Kot mpoPag oriyov £idev TaxkmPov tov 100 ZePedaiov kol Todvvny 1OV Gdedpov adTod Kol adTodg £v Td TA0IE
kotoptifoviag T ikt —

20 o £VOVG EKGAESEV ODTOVE. KO BLPEVTEC TOV TOTEPO, OOTAV ZePedoiov &V T@ TAOI® HETX TOV MGOHOTOV
"amirlov omicom avtod’ — As was the case with Simon and Andrew, so also James and John have become familiar with
Jesus according to John’s gospel and are ready to follow him fulltime.

21 Ko eiomopevovron gig "Kogpapvaovp: ko ev00vg Toig oapPacty ‘eicelddv €ig TV cuvayoyny édidackev: —

22 xoi €emAGGOVTO ML TH S1doyT 0dTOD NV Yop S18AGKOV 0HTOVE OG EE0VGIOV EXmV KOl 0VY MG Ol YPOLUUOTELS —
They could tell on a very subjective level that there was something different about Jesus and his presenting the OT to
them. It meant a lot more to him than it did to the scribes, and probably his explanation of it was clearer and resonated
more with those who were truly open to the truth.

B Koi °endvg Mv &V T GVVOYOYT adTdV GvOpOTOC £V TVEVUATL GKUBEPT® Kol vEKpatey —

24 Aéyov T Ti Nuiv kol oot, Tncod Nalapnvé; Rieg dmoréoar RuaC; "oidd oe Tic €1, 6 &yrog T0d 6eoD — The
unclean spirit, i.e., a spiritual, demonic being, knew Jesus exact identity as the Messiah of Israel. And yes, Jesus has
come to destroy all evil eventually by bringing about the eternal Kingdom of God so that evil will no longer exist
anywhere within the creation.

2 ko émetiunoey ad1d 6 ITncode "Aéyov @uddmTL Kol EeAbe €€ avtoD' — When it comes to Jesus’ telling the
demon to be silent, on a very practical level, the more the news spreads that he is the Messiah, the greater the hostility
of those who will see him as a rival to be destroyed, i.e., the Jewish leadership who will envy anyone who even appears
to be stealing any of the people’s loyalty and attention away from them. This is how insecure they are and why this
theme shows up so often in all the gospels. Jesus neither wants nor needs any more help than his own statements and
miracles are providing for turning the Jewish leadership against him with the end result being his crucifixion and death
as their attempt to rid themselves of this pest who is robbing attention from the people which they believe only they
deserve.

26 (il GTAPGEAY ODTOV TO TVEDUOL TO BKAOUPTOV KO "QOVACHY QOVT LeYGAT EERABEY €€ 0DTOD." —

2T ko €0auprBnooy Grovies GoTe GVINTELY ‘TPOG EQVTOVS AéyovTog “Ti €6TIV TODTO; S1dayM Kouvy Kot
€€0VGTIOV KO TOTG TVEVUAOLY TOIG GKOOGPTOLS EMITAGOEL KOl vTokovovstv ovt® — So here is part of what the
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people mean by Jesus’ teaching with authority in contrast to the scribes. The forces of evil obey him when he tells them
to leave. This is truly impressive and must come from God as the transcendent Creator.

28t EERAOEV 1) GicoT) adTOD “EVOVC TavTaX0D” €l SANV TV mepixwpov Tig Tohaiog —

29 Ko e0Bg £k ThC cuvayoyiic EeA06vTec MABOV' gig THV ooy Zipwvog ko Avdpéov petd Takodpov kol
Todvvov —

301} 8¢ mevBepd TiNOVOC KOTEKEITO TUPEGGOVGA, KO EVOVC AEYOVGIV QDTG Tept AdTHG —

3 ot mpoceABmV ‘fiyelpev adTV KpaTHOOC THS XEWPOS T * KoL G@fikev adThv 0 TUpeTtdg T, Kol SMKével avToic —
32°0yiag 8¢ yevouévng, 8te TEdV 6 HA0C, EPeEPOV TPOC KHTOV TAVTAC TOVS KAKAS £X0VTAC T PKON TOUG
Sopoviopgévoug —

B o v 6AN 7 TOMG EmoVVNYLEVN TPOG THY BVpay’ —

34 ko €0epdimevcey “TOAOVEC KOKAG EXOVTOC TOUKIAGLG VOGOIS' * Kol “Sarudvior ToOAAY EEEBaAEV" KO OVK Ti@rev
Aodelv T doupovia, 611 idetcav "avtov — Apparently, Jesus’ talking about himself as the Messiah along with his
miracles to affirm this fact was sufficient in his mind for getting the information out about it, especially as people were
spreading the word as a result of all the healing that he was doing. Either this, or Jesus did not want beings who
opposed him to talk about him, only those who were for him and could benefit from believing in him, i.e., human
beings who could receive God’s mercy through him.

35 Ko mpoi Evvoyo Mav Gvoostic EERAOeY kol dnilev’ eig &pnuov Témov kéikel mpoonvyeto — He was praying
because just like any other human being Jesus needed God’s unfailing and constant support and communication for
what he was doing as he kept in mind that eventually he would have to face the cross.

36 o kotedingev avTov T Tinov Kol ol uet ovTod —

37 rxon "edpov odTOV °Kkal Aéyovoy' adTd 8Tt Tdvieg ‘{ntodoiv oe* — They probably meant that they needed him to
make himself available to people for their sakes as much as for the people’s sake.

38 o Aéyer 00TOIC Gyopev GAAOYOD €ig TOG EXOUEVOC KOUOTOAELS, Tvar Kol kel knpvEm: eig TovTo Yop "EEHABOV
— Ironically, Jesus does not follow their advice of returning with them to Capernaum to meet with the people there who
are searching for him. Instead, he knows that his task from the Father is to visit many cities and villages of Israel to
proclaim the gospel of his being the Messiah of the coming Kingdom of God.

I Ko ABev knpUGcov ‘el TOC GUVOYOYHS adTdv gig SAny v Tolhaicy Bkl T¢ Sopéviar EkBEAAOVN — As
these were important to his responsibility to proclaim to the Jews the coming Kingdom of God until he suffered death
on the cross.

4O Kot Epyeton mpog adTOV AETPOG TOPUKAADY adTOV ‘[KOL yovumetdv] Kol® Aéyov avtd 61 £dv BANg SUvacai ue
Kodopicat —

4l rean FomAayyvicOelg Exteivag TV xelpo ‘adTod fyato’ Kol Aéyel Cavtd 0éhm, kobapicOntt — Jesus would be
moved with compassion because the Father was moved with compassion and made Jesus such too. And thus God
performed a miracle of healing the leper through Jesus and his words out of compassion for him.

42 o T eVOVC PATTiAOeY G adTOD N Aémpa, kol ékaBopicdn —

4 o EpPpruncduevog adTd VOV EEEPaleV OTOVN —

4 ot Aéyer odT@ Spar pmdevi Cumdev eimmne, GALG YTorye Ge0vTOV SEIEOV T iepel KOl TPOGEVEYKE TTEPL TOD

K0P pod cov & wpocétatev Mwiotc, eic naptiprov avtoig — cf. Leviticus 14:1-32. Based on v. 45 the less the
word got out about Jesus the more easily he would be able to enter into the cities and villages and their synagogues and
teach, which he preferred to do, rather than having to stay out of them in open areas.

456 8¢ £EeMBOV HPENTO KNPVGGEY °TOAAY KO Stainpilev 1oV Adyov, GoTe UNKETL 0DTOV SVVAGOUL * PoveEPDS €ig
oMV eloelBeiv?, GAN o én’ épruoig Témolg °Nv Kol Hpxovto mpog adTOv mévtodev — It was probably a
combination of the healed leper’s spreading the news and lots of other people doing the same thing that the result was
that people would throng to see him if he entered their cities and villages, making it impossible for him to move freely
among them. So he had to stay out in unpopulated areas and preach and heal people there.

4 Ko eloerdov maaw eic Kogapvoodp 8t Nuepdv qxodedn 6t év oik® éoTiv —

4T kol T cuviONo OV TOALOL BOTE UNKETL YOPELV UNdE TG TPOC TV BVpav, Kol EAGAEL avToic TOV Adyov — We can
assume that this message was regarding the Kingdom of God (Israel) and how the OT predicted his appearance as the
Messiah.

48 ol EpyovTon EEPOVTEG TPOC ODTOV TUPUAVTIKOV OPOUEVOV DTO TEGGAPOV' —

49 ol pn SUVALEVOL TTPOGEVEYKOL GDTA S10 TOV BYAOV ATECTEYAUGOY TV GTEYNV 6Tov v T, KoL E0pVEaVTEG
YOADGL TOV KPAPATTOV "OTOV 0 TOUPAUAVTIKOG KOUTEKEITO —

30 reat 180V 6 Inoodg Ty TioTv adTdV Aéyel Td TOPUALTIKG: TEKvOV, "G@ievtoi cov ai duaption — Jesus saw that
they believed that he was the Messiah by virtue of their taking some extreme measures so that their friend could be
healed by him, because his miraculous healings were God’s way of affirming his identity and role as the Messiah. Also,
“their belief” includes that of the paralytic himself based upon Jesus’ statement in the next verse, that his sins are
forgiven, i.e., that authentic belief in Jesus as the Messiah, even if perhaps someone does not understand completely
how the Messiah brings about forgiveness, results in God’s eternal mercy. Notice this is in contrast to the man’s
bringing a sin offering to the temple through the Levitical priests. No wonder this and John’s “baptism for the
repentance of sins” seemed such radical departures from Judaism and the Mosaic Covenant, indeed violations of them.
Sl ooy 88 Tiveg TV Ypappotémv ekel kabMuevor Ko S1Aoy{opevol év Taig kapdiong ovTtdv —
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32 r1{ 0ht0g oBTmC Aokel ™ BAoceNuel Tig SVvatan dgrévor Guaptiog el uy eig 6 8eéc — And who can forgive sins
but God through the sacrificial prescriptions of the Mosaic Covenant. Thus, Jesus is not only replacing God but the
very bedrock and foundation of these scribes’ Judaism. Yes, this sounds like blasphemy, i.e. rebelling against God, to
them.

3 ko g0V Emtyvovg 6 Tnoodg 1@ Tveduatt adtod 8T1 cotTmg T Stwhoyilovion v fovToig Aéyel °avToic Ti TabTal
Srodoyileose év Taig kapdioig vudv — God made it clear to Jesus that the scribes were criticizing him in this way.
Basically Jesus is asking them why they cannot understand his vital and important connection to people being forgiven
for their sins by God, i.e., that he will eventually become everyone’s high priest through his death when he presents
himself as a propitiatory offering to God and qualifies to be their advocate.

34 11 0TIV EDKOTATEPOV, EITELY TH TOPAAVTIKD "dpievToi cov ai duaptiot, | eimelv: "§yeipe ‘Kol Gpov TOV
Kkpdpattov cov® xar "mepunarter — The former is “easier” in the sense that does not require anything external to verify
it. Indeed, anyone could make this same statement to the man and not be proven right or wrong. But if he were to heal
the man and tell him to pick up his cot and walk, and all this happens, then what are the scribes going to say? That the
miracle is a fraud and he is a fraud? Good luck.

35 {va, 8¢ eidfite 611 €€ovoiav £xer 6 VIOC TOD GVOPAOTOV ‘GPIEVOL GUOPTIOG ML THS VG — AEYEL TA TOUPUAVTIKG —
36 o1 Aéym, Eyeipe Gpov TOV KPAPATTOV GOV KoL Draye gig TOV 0ikév cov — Thus, the external verification of an
actual healing taking place verifies that Jesus is the Son of Man, the Messiah (cf. Psalm §). Now the scribes have a
choice. Are they willing to embrace God’s bearing witness of Jesus as the Messiah or not (cf. John 5).

ST ko My€pON Kol edDOVC Gpag TOV kpaPattov ERABEY Eumpochey Thviov, Gote tEloTacban TAvVTOC Kol SoEdle
T0V Be0v °Aéyovtog Gtl FolTeg ovdEénote® eidouev — Probably all except the scribes were glorifying God for this
miracle and even willing to embrace the fact that this man’s sins were forgiven through Jesus—somehow and someway
which may not have been altogether clear to them.

38 Ko $EqABeV TaAV "Topd TV OGAAGoOV KO TS 6 OYA0g TipXeTo TPOG 0TV, Kol £8i8acKev adTOVE —

3 Koi mapdyov eidev "Agviv 10V 100 "Ad@aiov kabfuevov Tl 1O TEAOVIOV, Kol Aéyel adT@ GkoAovOEL Hot. Kol
avaotag nrolovdncev avt® — cf. Matthew 9:9-13. This is Matthew himself. As with other disciples, Jesus probably
had already had some important interaction with Matthew that he would so quickly leave his post at the tax booth and
follow him, even taking Jesus to his house and entertaining him with his tax-collecting friends, who were probably the
only friends he had since he would have been considered an outsider to the Jewish community on account of his
collusion with the Roman government.

%0 Kot yiveton katokeichon adTov v Ti olkie adTtoD, °kol TOALOL TEAGVOL KO CGLUOPTOAOL GUVOVEKELVTO Td Incod
Ko T01g padntaic adtod fooy Yop TOALOL kol fkoAlovOovV fadTd —

ol o ol ypoppoteic @V Papioaiov’ Bidovieg “OTL £00iel’ neTtd TOV *AUUPTOADV KOl TEAOVAY' \ EAeyov TOIg
podNTOIg aToD TOTL HETR TV TEAOVAV KOl GUapTOA®Y "¢cbigl — In other words, why is he associating, even eating
(kosher or non-kosher?) food with people who are obviously violating the Mosaic Covenant and are rebels against
God? Indeed, by the very fact that they are violating the Mosaic Covenant in so many other areas, even if they prepared
their food in a kosher manner, it would become non-kosher as soon as they touched it.

02 xoi dikovoog 6 Tnoodg Aéyer adtoic °[6Ti] 0¥ ypeiav Exovotv ol ioyvoviec 101Tpod GAL 0l KaK®C EXOVTEC OVK
NABoV karéoon drkaiovg GAL Guaptorovg — In other words, Jesus has not come to invite those who think they are
right with God by virtue of their scrupulous and outward obedience to the Mosaic Covenant, but he is inviting
specifically those who understand their inward moral depravity and its depth to embrace him as their means to God’s
mercy when he qualifies to be their priest outside the Mosaic Covenant. Matthew 9:13 adds Jesus encouraging these
Pharisees to learn what Hosea 6:6 means, that God desires 4esed and not sacrifice. God desires the commitments of
one’s heart to obtaining His mercy through His grace and not through one’s outward performance of even the God-
given religious system of the Mosaic Covenant.

03 Koi ooy ol padntol Todvvou kol ol "®oapioaiol voTeVoVTES. KoL EpXOVTOL KO AEYouoLy avTd Sid Ti of
podntol Todvvov kol ol podntal Tdv Papiecainv’ vnetevouvoty, ol 8¢ “col podntal’ ov vietevovoy — Matthew
mentions only the disciples of John.

4 ko elmev avToig 76 Tncodc™: pi SVvovTor oi VIOl T0D VOLEAVOS £V @ O VOUEPIOG HET ADTAV EGTIV VIGTEVELY;
2060V XpOVOV EXOVGTV TOV VOUPIOV LET ADTMOV' 01 SUVOVTOL VIGTEVELVN —

5 ghevcovTon 8¢ NUépoL GToV Gropd G adTOV 6 vopgloc, kol Téte voTevcovew &V ékeivn TH Muépy — In other
words, fasting is something that happens naturally when a person experiences loss and loses his appetite, which will be
the case for Jesus’ disciples when he goes through the process of arrest, trial, and crucifixion.. So no matter what the
reason is why these other people are fasting, this is how to understand correctly the concept.

EBC — In the law only the fast of the Day of Atonement was required (Lev 16:29, 31; 23:27-32; Num 29:7), but after
the Exile four other annual fasts were observed by Jews (Zech 7:5; 8:19). In NT times the stricter Pharisees fasted twice
a week (Monday and Thursday; cf. Luke 18:12). The phrase “the disciples of the Pharisees” is unique in the NT. It
presents some difficulty because the Pharisees as such were not teachers and thus did not have disciples. However, a
small number of them were numbered among the scribes (NIV, “teachers of the law”) and they did have disciples. Or
perhaps the term is used in a nontechnical sense to refer to people who were influenced by the teachings and practice of
the Pharisees. It is in this latter sense that the expression “John’s disciples” (the Baptist) is also to be understood.
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6 0Vdeig EmIBANUOL PAKOVS GYVAPOL ETMPATTEL ETL ILATIOV TaAoSV: €l 8¢ un, aipel 1O TAHPOUC 4T adTOD

TO KOVOV T0D TOACLOD KOl XEIPOV GYIGUO YIVETO —

7 kol 008eig PAALEL Oivov VEOV eiC GloKOVE Tadonovg el 8& un, PrEeEL 6 0lvog ToVC BEKOVS KOl 6 01vog
“amOAMVTAL KOl 01 Glokol™ PEAL oivov véov eig diokovg kavovg T\ —Jesus’ lesson here is that an old way of thinking
about the Mosaic Covenant and one’s relationship with God which comes from an unchanged heart does not fit with
the new way of thinking which he brings. Instead, the latter requires a new heart which is open to the truth and
embraces it so that not fasting on the basis of outwardly fulfilling simply a ritual makes sense.

%8 Ko £yéveto odTov £v 10i¢ GABPOIY "Tapamopevechol St TAV GTOPIL®V, KL 01 HoBNTOL GdTod HpEAVTO 680V
TOLELY TIMOVTEG' TOVG GTAYVOG —

9 xoi ol opiocaior Freyov adT@ 18 Ti TOWODBOIV Ol GAPRaGLY O 0VK FEECTIV —

70 xoi "Aéyer avToic 008EmoTE AvEYVOTE Ti émoinoev Aavid 8te ypeilov Eoxev Ko Emeivacey adTOC KoL 01 peT
o0Tod —

"L omic eicfiAOev €ic TOV oikov ToD BeoD 2wl "APLobdp GpYLepEMC® Kol TOVE GPTOVG THE TPOBESENMS EPOLyEV, 0DG 0VK
geotiv eoyelv €1 un tovg iepeic’, kol #dwkev kol toig 6VV adT@d ovotv — The key words in Jesus’ explanation are
“in need” and “hungry.” Thus, if not working on the Sabbath would prevent people from having their basic needs met,
including being healed of a illness, then it is permissible to work and meet one’s basic needs. Plus, this is a particularly
different situation from the one which the Sabbath commandment of Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 addressed where it
was assumed that the people of Israel were living on their land as the “great nation” which God has promised to make
them. Then, of course, there would be no need to pick grain on the Sabbath because the Sabbath meal had been
prepared the day before. God demonstrated this same principle when the Israelites were in the desert and He provided
them with twice the amount of manna on the day before the Sabbath as He did other days (cf. Exodus 16:5)..

2 Ko Eheyev 00T0ig TO SAPPATOV S TOV EVOPOTOV £YEVETO KO 00Y, O GvOpmToc S10 1O GapPoTov —

73 Bote KHPLdg £6TIV 6 VIOC ToD GVOPMOTOY kel 10D cofPdtov — It appears that the Pharisees had no response to give
to Jesus that would explain David’s actions in the light of their own perspective on the Mosaic Covenant. Therefore,
Jesus adds the words in this verse. Is Jesus saying that 1), he has the authority to dictate what people do on the Sabbath
in the light of the Mosaic Covenant because he is God, and, therefore, basically the One who gave the commandment to
the Jews? Or is he saying that (2), like David, Solomon, et al., who were Sons of Man on the basis of Psalm 8, he rules
over the creation in such a way that he discerns when human need takes precedence over a ritual commandment? Or is
he saying that 3), he as the Messiah grasps correctly the Mosaic Covenant and its individual commandments such as
keeping the Sabbath, so that his interpretation of the commandment is the one to follow in contrast to that of the
Pharisees? His meaning is most likely a combination of the second and third suggestions, especially because the phrase
“Son of Man” is a direct reference to Psalm 8 where David marvels that God has granted to him and his human
descendants to rule over the creation with authority that is just a little lower than that of God Himself as the
transcendent Creator. In addition, because Jesus is the Son of God and God’s proxy within the creation so that he rules
over it with the authority of God, following His lead is thus genuinely being obedient to God.

Therefore, being a disciple of Jesus the Messiah or an authentic believer in Yahweh trumps obedience to the Mosaic
Covenant, even for a Jew. This is why the story of David and his companions is so important, because following the
Messiah and being an authentic believer in Yahweh is ultimately only about loving people in the midst of their human
needs, whether physical, emotional, psychological, or indeed spiritual (and eternal) while waiting for God’s eternal
mercy and life.

74 Kot elofil0ev TEAWV €l °THV GUVOYOYHV. Kol NV EKel GvOpmToC EENPOUUEVIV EXmV THY XEIPOL —

73 kol wapeTHPoLY aHTOV £l T T0i¢ GEPPacIV TBepaTEVGEL BDTOV, TVO KOTNYOPHOMGLY 0HTOD —

76 ko Aéyel 1@ GVOPOT® TA ‘THV ENpav xelpa Exovil: yeipe T €lg TO uEGOV —

7T ko Aéyer 00Tolc EEGTIV TOIC GAPRAGLY ‘GyoBOV TOIGOL' 1| KOKOTOLGOL, Yoxlv @G0t 1| "emokTeivot; ol 8¢
¢owwdnov — This is common problem which Jesus has to address on many occasions, his understanding of the Mosaic
Covenant in comparison (contrast) to that of the Jewish leaders. He always has a proper understanding of goodness in
mind in the light of the various ritualistic commandments of the Mosaic Covenant, including the Sabbath
commandment which forbid the Jews to do any work on this day. In contrast, most of the Jewish leaders do not
properly understand biblical goodness (and love) so that they can be said to do what is wrong in certain situations while
believing they are being faithful to God and His moral and ceremonial commandments.

This level of OCD with respect to rituals to the extent that people cannot appreciate a miracle by the very God whom
they claim to worship, a miracle that heals a crippled man and provides him with a quality of life far beyond what he
has yet experienced is almost unbelievable—if it were not for Paul’s explanation of moral depravity in Romans 1 in the
context of God’s being the Author of this story which features His justice and mercy in the light of the His divinely
caused depth of human evil in this world for His glory (cf. Romans 9).

Doing good on the Sabbath would be to enhance or sustain someone’s life in the light of unavoidable deprivation, e.g.,
hunger, disease, death, etc. Doing harm on the Sabbath would be to protect someone’s life in the light of unavoidable
danger, e.g., attack by the Jews’ enemies, attack by a criminal, etc.

78 ko mepIPAeYdLevog odTOVG HET OPYAiC, °GLAALTOVUEVOC EML T "Twp®oel THS kKapdicg ovTdV Aéyel 1@
AvBpOTE EKTELVOV TNV Xelpo T. kol E€€TeLvey kol amekatestadn N xelp avtod — The verb tepipréno = look around
and observe one’s surroundings is used 6x in Mark. Cf. 3:34; 5:32; 9:8; 10:23; 11:11.
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It is good to see that Jesus got angry at evil and sin, so that anger is not an unrighteous or evil emotion in the right
context and directing towards the right object, i.e., evil that would prevent goodness from occurring to somebody. But
he also was grieved and saddened by the Pharisees’ stubbornness towards being willing to embrace biblical goodness,
e.g., healing a man whose hand was crippled, in the light of God’s commandment to keep the Sabbath.

And Jesus (and God the Father) had no problem performing what was good in presence of those who objected
vehemently to his doing so.

79 Ko £E€el06vteg ol Papioaiol evdVC petd 1@V Hpodiovdv cupfovitov "€didovv kot adtod drmg avTov
armoréswov — This is how deeply the Pharisees objected to Jesus’ definition and performance of his version of
goodness and obeying God. They sought to destroy him. Again, the OCD towards ritual and results in wanting to kill a
man for a miracle of God performed through him is almost unbelievable. There must be some envy here, too, that is
feeding this need to eliminate a “rival” in life in the midst of these people’s deep, deep insecurity.

80 Kot 6 Tnoobg petd Tdv Loontdv avtod Gvexdpnoey 'Tpdg v 0GAAcoy, Kol ToAd TAT00g Grd Ti¢ Faihaiog
‘[Mrorovenoev], kol é&mo Thg Tovdaiog —

81 o amd TeposoAvpov' kol 4md Tig Tdovpaiac® kot T mépov 100 Topddvov kol ™ mept Tvpov kot Tiddva
“gAfB0g oAD' Gikovovieg Boa "émoier RABoV TpOg avtdv — This is a large crowd.

82 Ko eimev 10i¢ podntoic adtod ive TAoGplov TpookapTept odTd Sid ToV dxAov Tvar ut OAPwcly avTév —

83 LoALoVG YOp £0epdmevsEY, BOTE EMTITTEY DT (VoL 0DTOD GYOVToL 6601 EIXOV HAGTIYOS —

84 kol °TO TVEVPATO, °TO GKGOOPTO, BTOY ODTOV ‘EBEMPOLY, TPOGETITTOV OOT® * Ko fkpalov Aéyovtec 6TL o €l
0 110¢ 10D 0g0D —

85 ko, oA émetipar adTolc Tvar pl fovTOV Povepdvt Tmoriowoty — The intent of the unclean spirits was to make it
even more difficult for Jesus to heal people by explicitly pointing out that he was their king who should lead them
against the Romans and their enemies and conquer them, thus derailing his purposes during his first appearance.
Consequently, Jesus warned them to say nothing of his identity.

86 Ko dvaPoiver eig 10 3pog kol Tpookadeitan odg fifekev adTéc, Kol ATiABov TpOg aHToV —

87 Ko émoincev "dmdexa [odg kol Grostélove dvpocev] tvo @owy pet adtod® Kol tvar GrostéAln adTtovg
knpvooev — cf. Hebrews 3:2 in that Jesus was sent by the Father to be a prophet, Messiah, and high priest for sinners.
Jesus will eventually send out these twelve (minus Judas Iscariot of course) to continue proclaiming the message of his
identity, role, and God’s purposes through him, i.e., the whole gospel.

88 ko "Eyev €€ovoiav T[Bepamevelv Tog vocove, ko] EkBaiielv T Sapdévio — Even though the apostles did this
briefly before Jesus’ crucifixion, Mark more likely is referring to Jesus sending them out to perform their apostolic role
after his ascension.

89 ([Koi émoincev tovg doddeka, ] kKo médnkev dvopa 16 Tipmvi ITétpov —

90t "AvSpéay ko ®idimrov kol Bapbolopaiov kol Madboiov kot Oopdav kot Takopov 1oV 100 "Adgaiov “koi
Oaddaiov kil Tipovoe 1ov "Kavavoiov —

ol ko Tovdav® FIokapldd, O¢ kol Topédnkey avTéV —

2 Kou "gpyetan eic oikov: ko cuvépyetal TaAw °[0] dxAog, dote uN dvvasBon adtodg "unde dptov @oyeiv — This
is most likely Peter’s and Andrew’s house in Capernaum (cf. 2:1), sort of the original gathering place for Jesus’
apostles, disciples, and anyone who wanted to learn more about him after traveling from far away places.

3 ko ‘GovoavTeg ol Top odTod EERAOOV KpoTicon avTov: Eheyov Yap 6TL Eéotn — cf 3:31ff. In Nazareth his
mother and brothers hear about what Jesus is doing, and they evaluate his behavior as crazy, because he is spending so
much time caring deeply for people. It would have been absolutely fascinating to watch Jesus at work within the crowd
as he healed people of their diseases, cast out demons, and spoke them about the coming Kingdom of God.

% Kot ol ypoupoteic ol o Tepocoldpumv xatapdvieg Eleyov 611 "Beeh{efovh £xet kol &T1 &v T GpyovTl TOV
Soupoviov éxBaidrer To dopdvio — In the midst of his relatives in Nazareth thinking that Jesus is crazy, the Jewish
leaders think that he is evil and possessed by the devil himself, which makes absolutely no sense in the light of all the
good that he is doing by healing people of their diseases and casting out demons. So their response must be from envy.
9 Kot mpooKOAESEUEVOC aDTOVE &V TapaBoraic ELeyev adTole TAC SVVATOL CAUTOVAS COTAVAY EKBAALELY —

% o €0v Bactheio €@ VTNV pepiodi, 00 dVvatol oTadfvar 1 Baciieio Exeivn —

9T ko €0v oikio &9’ EavTV LeptodT, od dvuviioeton M olkio &xeivn oTadfva —

%8 ko €1 6 cOTOVAG GVESTN £ €0VTOV KON EuepiodN’, 0 dvvoton "oThval GALL Téhog Exer — With these statements
Jesus demonstrates the lack of logic in the scribes thinking and description of him. Will they care that they are being
illogical? No if their nonsense serves their purpose of destroying Jesus as an unacceptable rival.

9 (GAN 00 dVvortan 00SeIC “eig TV oikioy ToD I5YVPOD EIGEABOY TO GKEVN DTOD SLPTACHL, £V Ul TPATOV TOV
ioxvpov dnon, kol Tote TNV oikiov avtod dwprdoel — Which is to say that Jesus is stronger then Satan through the
work of God the Father, and it is this that the Jewish leaders ought to recognize.

100°Apfv Aéyo Duiv 6T mdvia GeedfoeTon Tolg VIOlG TAV AVOPAOTOVY TO GUOPTHLATE Kol ol PAacenuict "doa 0V
Bracenuicwov —

01 8¢ & &v proc@nuion eig T0 TveDRa TO Gy1ov, 0vK Exel Gecty el TOV aldVa, GAL voxdg 86TV aimviov
Fauoptiuotog — Because the Holy Spirit is God’s work within the creation as it specifically pertains to sinners’
salvation, I do not think that this sin is anything other than denying what God is doing in the world according to His
eternal plans and purposes, i.e., featuring His justice and mercy towards sinful human beings through the life, death,
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resurrection, ascension, return, and ruling of Jesus the Messiah and revealing these purposes through Jesus’ being an
integral part of them. So, as Matthew 12:31ff. and Luke 12:10ff. indicate, a person may wrestle for a while whether or
not Jesus is the Messiah and then eventually by God’s grace come to the correct conclusion and belief that Jesus is who
he says he is, but if a person remains stubbornly opposed to all that God is doing, even through Jesus, then he will
encounter only God’s wrath and condemnation. There will be no mercy.

EBC on Luke 12:10, One may reject Christ and later, by God’s grace, accept him; but there is no remedy for absolute
and complete denial of the one holy God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit [me — and God’s eternal plans and purposes
that fill out all of human history].

102 811 Ereyov: mveduo dxdbaptov Exel — Basically, identifying what God is going as evil and originating from evil is
as evil as a person can get, especially when it involves the Messiah who is bringing salvation from sin and evil.

103 'R oy Epyeton’ “N pijTnp ovtod Kol ol Gdedgol adTob® Kol EEm ToTHKOVTEC ATEGTELAY TPOC ADTOV KUAODVTEG
avtov — cf. 3:21. His relatives have come to rescue him from himself because they think he has lost his senses and is
completely out of his mind.

104 o 8kGONTO TEPL CLHTOV BYAOC, KO AEYoVoly 0DT@ 180V 1| URTNP GOV Kol ol &ded@ol Gov 2[koi ol &dedpal
cov\ é€m {nrodoiv oe —

105 (o dmoxpiOelg avToic Aéyel™ Tic 0TV 1 ufTnp Lov Ko oi Gdedpoi °[uov] —

106 o mepiBLeyduevog Tog TepL aDTOV KVKA® KadMuévoug Aéyer 18 1 piTnp Hov Kol ol GdeA@oi pov —

107 8¢ o[yap] &v morjon ‘TO OEANUA’ ToD 80D, 00TOC GSEAPSC oL Kol Gdeden T kol prjtnp éotiv — Thus, Jesus is
stating the truth that people who obtain a change heart and become committed to the same things to which God is
committed (“what God wants”) are more important to him than any blood relative who may not have a changed heart
and authentic belief in God and him as the Messiah.

108 Koy v HipEaito S18GioKely mapd TV OGAAGGOY KO GUVAYETOL TPOG AdTOV XA0C TAEIGTOC, MoTE OHTOV ‘el
nAolov Eupdvia’ kadficOor év Tf Baddoon. kol mhc 6 Sxrog “mpdg Thv BdAacsoy émi thig Yfic® Moav — cf. 3:9,10.
109 oy 88i8oioKkev avTOG éV TOPaPOraic TOAAY Ko EAeyev avToiC £v Th S1dayf avToD —

10°Axovete. 1500 ¢EAOEY 6 omelpov "omeipot —

o réyéveto &v 1@ omelpev’ O uev émecev Topd THY 086V, KoL AOEV TG TETEWNR KO KOTEPUYEV OOTO —

12 o GALo émecev éml 10 TeTp@deg "OMOV OVK elyev YAV TOAAY, Kol e0OVG "EEavéTerdey S1t TO uY Exewv PAbog
Y7G —

113 ot Gte dvétethey 6 Hlog "Exavpoticdn koi S 1o un Exewv pilov EEnpeven —

14 ot ALO Emecev gic TOC GkGvOaC, Kol GvEPNoOV i GikovBol Kol CUVETVIERY adTO, KOl KOPTOV 0VK ESmKEV —
115 o AL €mecev gig T YRV TV KAy Kol £8i50V KopTOV GvaPaivovio Kol "adEavopevo Kol épepev "Ev
TPIAKOVTO KOl "Ev €€fKkovTo KOl "€V £KOITOV —

16 ot Eheyev O¢ Exel dro. dicovewy dicovétm — This is to say, the person whose heart has been changed by God should
pursue understanding what [ am saying in order to handle this truth properly.

7 Ko e yéveto Kot Hovog, NpdTemv odTov ol ‘mept ad1dv ovv T0ig diddeka “Tég TopaBordc’ — Thus, it seems
that they have ears to hear and want to understand the truth which Jesus is conveying by his parables.

18 ot Eheyev odToic DUV 10 pvoThplov 8€doton Thig Paciieiog ToD Beod éxeivolg 8¢ Toic EEm év mapaPoraic °Td
névio "yiveton —

119 {vo prémovieg BAETOOLY, KoL Wi 1800V KO GiKOVOVTEC GKOVOGLY, KOL Ui GUVIAGLY UHTOTE EMIGTPEYOSIV, KOl
Gedf avtolg [t apaptipata] — Just as happened in Isaiah’s day, Jesus is proclaiming truth to the Jews, but they are
not willing to grasp it. And this is obvious because most of them are not curious enough about what Jesus is saying to
come to him and inquire as to the meaning of the parables in order to gain more knowledge of the truth of God and His
Messiah.

120 Kot Aéyel adToic 0vK 01d0Te TV TopaiPoriv TodTNV, Kol TAE TG TaC TopaBordc yvodoesde — They will
understand them by asking Jesus for their meaning and becoming adept at seeing the analogies between them and
reality as God is orchestrating it with respect to fulfilling His promises through Abraham to the Jews and to the world
as people either become authentic believers or remain hostile to God and reject His truth.

121 6 omelpov 10v Adyov omeiper — Jesus as the sower presents the ideas of the coming Kingdom of God which involve
him as the Messiah and all this entails.

122 50101 8¢ giotv ol mapd TV 686V dmov omelpeton 6 AGY0C Kol HTaV BAKOVGOOLY, £VOVS EPYETAL 6 GOTOVEC KO
aipel Tov Adyov tov Eomapuévov ‘eig avtovg’ — Some people (Jews) who hear Jesus speak immediately reject his
message.

123 ko 0070l TeioLv 01 £ML TO TETPOST GTEWPSUEVOL, 01 BTAY BAKOVOOGIY TOV AGYoV £VOVG MeTd Xopag Aapupivovcty
°oUTOV —

124 o 00K #xovov pilov év Eavtoic GALG TPocKoLpOl oLy, elta Yevouévng OAiyeng | Sioypod ik Tov Adyov
ev0Vg oxovdaditovrar — Some people (Jews) who hear Jesus speak immediately and joyfully embrace his message,
but their belief in it and him is only temporary because when hardship arises because of the truth, they prefer feeling
good in this world apart from the truth to the pain of suffering in this world because of the truth. Therefore, they
abandon any commitment to Jesus’ message which they had chosen.

125 ko *éAAOL £lo1V' 01 Teig TOC GKAVOOG oTEPOIeEVOL ® 0DTOL elGTV 01 TOV AdyoV BkovGOVTEC —
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26 o ol uéptuve To% Taidvog Kol M GTdTn ToD TA0VTOV® Pkl ol TEPL TO AT EmBVUic eloTopeLOUEVOL
GUUTVIYOLSLY TOV AdYov kat dkoprog yivetar — Similar to those who abandon the truth in the midst of painful
suffering for it, these people (Jews) who have listened to Jesus find that life in general in this world is just too difficult
or pleasurable to make it attractive enough to be committed first and foremost to waiting for the hope of eternal life and
moral perfection that the gospel offers. They prefer to focus on the things of this life which are not central to following
the gospel message.

127 ko ékeivol elow o1 éml THV YAV TV KOANY OTOPEVTES, OTTIVEC GKOVOVGLY TOV AOYOV KOl TOPUSEXOVTaL Kol
KOPTo@opodoy v tprdkovta kol "Ev éénkovia koi "év ékatév — Unlike any of the previous three kinds of people
(Jews), these people (Jews) not only embrace what Jesus is saying about himself and the Kingdom of God, but they
persevere in their repentance, belief, and hard work at doing what is good and right as they seek to love God and love
other people.
128 Koy #heyev adtoic: ™ prtt Epxeta 6 Adyvog tva Do TOv uédiov tebf | Vo TV KAvnv: ody v "EmL THY
Aoyvioy 1e0f —
129 00 ydp 6TV T KpUTTOV E0V | TVl @ovepmBT, 008E Eyéveto Gmkpupov GAN Tva EAOY eig pavepév — The truth of
Jesus’ message must be proclaimed to the world, especially to the Jews, and it will reveal exactly what kind of heart
people have, whether their hearts are receptive to truth or they are hostile to it. All this is inevitable.
130 &1 11g &xe1 dTOL BKOVELY BKOVET® —
Bl Koy éreyev adtoic PAémete Tl dkovete. €v @ péTpo PeTpeite uetpnofoeton duiv Pkl TpocTedceTon DUiv [Toig
akovovov] —
132 5¢ yap &xer, Sobroetanl adTd Kol Og oK Exel, kol O £xel dpdrceton &n’ adtod — As anyone (Jew) takes in
information from his surroundings, especially the information that Jesus is expressing, it will result in either God’s
salvation or His condemnation. Therefore, each person (Jew) should take his assessment of the nature of reality very
seriously, as to whether or not he is getting it correct and listening to the right source. Those who embrace truth will
find themselves gaining greater understanding of the truth, while those who reject the truth but may appear to
understand correctly to a degree what life is all about will eventually lose any understanding which they have when
they are confronted by the one, true God at the final judgment and incur his condemnation and destruction.
133 Koc‘t #eyev oUTOG 0TV 1 Pacireio 10D Be0D ‘D¢ GvOpmTOC BAAN TOV GTOPOV EML THC YHC —

4 ol kaPeBd Ko yeipnTon vokTo Kol Huépay, Kol 6 omopog PAAGTE KoL pnKHVITAL (g 0VK 018eV adTOg —
135 TadTopd T M| YH KePTOQOpEl, TPATOV XOpTOV "eitael 6TV "elto ‘mANpN[c] citov' v 1) GTAYVT —
136 1oy 8¢ mopadol 6 "kopmdc, £00VC GmocTEALEL TO Spémavov, BTL mapéstnrey 6 Bepioudg — The number of people
who eternally embrace the message of the Kingdom of God will grow somewhat invisibly and imperceptibly compared
to other kinds of growth of groups of people, e.g., empires and nations expanding their populations through war and
conquering others. And at the right time, the end will come, so that the number of people in the Kingdom of God will
be exactly as it should be.
B7 Koy éreyev TG opoidcmpey Ty Baciieioy 10D 00D 1 €v Tivi a0tV Tapofors OdLEV’ —
138 (¢ "kékk® ovdmeng, O¢ dtav omapt €Tl THE YHC, HIKPOTEPOV OV TAVIOV TOV GTEPUETOV TOV ETL THS YAS —

3 xoi 6tov omopt, Gvapoiver ko yivetal ‘ueilov TAVIOV TV Aaxdvev' kol Tolel kKAGSovg ueydlovg, dote
dvvasOot VIO TV 6KV 0T T¢ TETEVY TOD 0VpavoD kataoknvovv — The divine kingdom movement will not
appear strong enough to overcome other political and social movements in human history, especially when it begins
with the death of its leader and central figure, Jesus of Nazareth. Nevertheless, it will result in the most powerful
“country” that has ever existed, first by means of the millennial kingdom of the Jews on the land of Israel (God’s
making of them a “great nation” according to Genesis 12:1-3) and second by means of the eternal kingdom within a
completely new heavens and on a new earth. And all those who take advantage of the promise of this coming kingdom
will experience tremendous comfort and satisfaction in both stages of the kingdom when it arrives.

140 R oy torardtong mopaporaic moAlaic EAdher adTolg TOV AGYoV KoO®OS HVVOVTO GkoveLy —

4l yopic 8¢ mapoPoriic ok EAGAer adTolc, KOT 1diov 8¢ Toig iSiowg pabntaic émélvev "mdvta — And he did this
because they displayed a curiosity that demontrated their inward desire to have a proper understanding of all the truth
which he was conveying in the various forms he presented it, whether straightforwardly or in parables.

142 Kon Aéyer avTolg €v Ekelvr) TH MUEPY OWlag YEVOUEWNG SLSKqusv £€i¢ 10 wépay —
Kou “Qpévieg TOV FYAOV' TaPUACUBEVOVGTY adTOV OC fV &V 1@ TAoim, Kol “BAla Aol v et avToD —
4 ko yiveton Aoddony peydan GvéLov Kol T kporto EmEBaldev gl T0 TAoiov, Hote 11dN yepuilesOon O Tholov —

4 ol FodTOg MV &V TH TPUUYY €L TO TPOCKEQHAGIOV KOOEVSMV. KOl EYEIPOVOIY ODTOV KoL AEYOUeLY DT
S18doKoAE, 00 PELEL 601 6TL ATOAAIUED —

146 o SieyepBeic Emetiuncey 1@ GVELD KO EITEV TH BUAGGOT CLOTA, TEPILMGO. Kol EKOTOGEV 6 GVELOC KO
£YEVeTo yaAivn ueydan —

147 o eimev avtoic 1l ‘dethot dote; obnm &xete mioTiv — Jesus is asking if they have sufficient understanding of him
and his mission to realize that there is no way they and he are going to drown in a storm, because he must complete his
mission as the Messiah by suffering death on a cross in Jerusalem. Therefore, as long as this has not yet happened, they
are protected from any hazards in this world, regardless of how much water is coming into their boat because of the
storm.
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148 o poprionoav eSBov uéyov kai Eleyov Tpog aAAGAOVG Tic dpo 00TOG 0TIV §TL KO O Gvepog kol 1| BGANGON
“drakovel 00T@' — But they have been watching him heal people and cast out demons. Is it that great a leap from these
miracles to calming a storm if we are talking about the transcendent God as the one who ultimately behind each display
of power? One would think not, but apparently this leap is too much for the disciples to make at the present moment.
149 Koy "ABov ig 10 mépav Tig Baddoong eig Thv xopav t@v Tepacnvdv — The eastern side of the Sea of Galilee.
130 ko 8EeXB6VTOC 0DTOD K TOD TAOIOL °eVOVE THTNVINGEY ODTA ‘K TAV LVNUElOV EvBpOTOC &V TVEVUOTL
AKoBapTH —

31 8¢ v xotolknow eixev v 1ol pvipaoLy, Kol 0v8e GAvoel 00KETL 0088lc £8VvarTo odToV dficat —

132 ¢ 8§11 10 00TOV TOAAGKIC TESaLG KoL GAVGESLY 8e5éG00L KO S1EaTAGHNL VT adTOD TOS GAVGELS KOl TOC TESHG
cuvteTpipdor’ “ kol ovdeig ioxvev avtov doudoat — This is all remarkable strength for a human being, i.e., a kind of
supernatural strength.

133 ko 816 TOVTOC VUKTOC Kol MUépac” v ol PVHLOGLY kel &V TOlG Gpestv MV Kpalmv Kol KUTUKOTTMV EQVTOV
Ai0oig — This also sounds as though he is in a lot of inward pain, screaming in pain and cutting himself because of the
pain.

134 Kot i8@v 10v Tncodv &md pokpédev Edpaev kol Tposekvvnoey "avtd — How did he recognize Jesus assuming
that he had never seen him before? Satanic and demonic communication among unclean spirits within the creation.

135 ko kpdiEog @ovii LeydAn Aéyer Ti ot kol 6oi, Incod vie 10D 820 0D VyicTov; Opkil® Ge TOV BebV, un pe
Baocaviong — A rhetorical question. He knows exactly what Jesus as the Son of God has in store for him, i.e., eternal
destruction. And so he pleads with Jesus not to cause him to suffer in the meantime. Or maybe he is trying to avoid
destruction if this is what Jesus has in mind for him now.

156 @reyev yOp adt@: £EeA0e TO Tvedua TO GKABapTOV €K T0D AvBpdmov — Do unclean spirits prefer or require an
embodied experience the same way that the human spirit does? And this spirit is simply how the man is expressing his
rebellion against God at the moment, which can change if God reorients his heart in a sanctified way and causes him to
become an authentic believer in God and Jesus as the Messiah?

37 ko nmpdto. odTov Ti Svopd oot kol ‘Aéyel odT®™ "Aeyidv Svopd pol T, 8tL moAloi écuev — His name is how
he is characterized, and in this case there are a large number of unclean spirits, meaning that currently this man is quite
powerfully influenced (metaphorically?) towards rebelling against God in his spirit. Or there really are disembodied,
evil, created, spiritual beings who can add to a human being’s morally depraved orientation of rebelling against God.
158 ot maperddel odTOV TOAAX Tvo ui ‘adtd dmooteidn® €m thc xdpag — Because...? 1) They liked the familiar. 2)
They had found that human beings in the region were easily possessed in this region. 3)

139 v 8¢ éxei mpog @ Spetl &yéAn yoipov peydAn Pockoudvn —

160 ot mapekdrecov adTdv "Aéyoviec Téuyov MUAC el Tovg xoipove, Tva gic adtovg eicérbmuev — The herd of pigs
indicates a Gentile and probably pagan region.

161 oy émétpeyev avTOIC. KO £EEABGVTO TO TVEVUOITOL TG GikGBOPTO ElTABOV £ig TOVC Yoipovg, Kol dpuncev 1
AYEAN Kot TOD KpNUVOD €ig THV Bdlacoav, Og dioyilol, kal éxviyovto &v 1fi Baddoon — What was going to
happen now that the pigs’ bodies were no longer available to possess? Perhaps the unclean spirits planned it this way so
that they could then seek out human beings in the region to possess as well as make it difficult for Jesus to stay in it
since no one is going to want him around who can destroy their livelihood so easily.

162 Koy 01 Péokoviec ovTovg EQuyov Kot "Gmiyyethav €l TV TOAY Kol gi¢ ToUg Gypove kol AoV 18eiv Ti EoTLv
10 yeyovog — The herdsmen are not the owners but the keepers of the herd. Thus, they go report to the owners and any
others who are willing to listen to their account.

163 o Epyxovron Tpog Tov INcoBV Kl BE®PODSIY TOV SUUOVILOUEVOV KOBHUEVOV ILOTICUEVOV KO COPPOVODVTAL,
“Tov EéoynkoTo Tov Aeyidva, ko époPriencav — The people of the region that something very powerful has happened
because none of them was able to subdue this man who had the unclean spirits. Therefore, they concluded that someone
very powerful had achieved ridding the man of the spirits, and if was this powerful, then he also was probably someone
to be feared and avoided.

164 o Sinyrcovto 0vToic ol I86vieg TOC EYEveTo 1@ SaoviLOUEVE Kol TePL TV YoipOv —

165 1ot “HpEavto mopakaeiv adTOV' dmeddeiv dmd TV dpimv avtdv — Having heard all the evidence of the story
about Jesus and the man, they wanted nothing to do with Jesus, in spite of the fact that he had done such a good thing
for the man. This is like the Pharisees and scribes who oppose Jesus for doing something good, such as healing a man
on the Sabbath. Their whole perspective on goodness is so skewed that instead of appreciating the goodness of Jesus,
they oppose him for being bad in their opinion. This is just how morally confused human beings become in their state
of inherent evil at the level of their defining moral essence.

166 K oy éupaiivovtog ovtod eig 10 mholov mopekdier adTov 6 Sopovicdeic tvo, uet ovtod 7 — The man who had the
unclean spirits understands and appreciates Jesus to the point that he does not want to leave his side. If Jesus has
performed such a great thing towards him now, would it not be a good idea to stay with him in case he needs him again,
or just to be a great man and always show his appreciation to him?

167 ko 0vK G@fikev adTOV, GALG Aéyel adT@ VToye €l TOV 0IKGV GOV TPOC TOVE GOV Kol "Gmdyyethov odTolc doa
0 KUP10g ool memoinkev kot NAéncév oe — Instead, unlike Jesus’ not wanting the Jews to spread the news of his being
the Messiah because of the large crowds which will engulf him, he directs this man to spread the news in the Gerasene,
Gentile region as much as he can.
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168 o GmfiAOey ko HpEato knpvocey év T Aekomddrel Soo Emoincey ovTd 6 Incode, kol mdvieg £000Ualov —
Decapolis according to the Anchor Bible Dictionary was a region of ten Hellenistic, Gentile, and pagan cities east of
the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River. This man who was healed of the unclean spirits went throughout this whole
region basically preaching the gospel, i.e., what God had powerfully done for him through Jesus in showing him mercy
and freeing him from the demons. And everyone in these Hellenistic, Gentile cities were awestruck by his story.

169 Koy Sramepdicovtog tod Incod [v 1d TAoin]® “TdAw eig 10 mépav cuvixon SxAog TOAS €T adToV, KoL Vv
nopa v 0dAaccav — The western or northwestern side of the Sea of Galilee, maybe even Capernaum and its
synagogue there.

0 Roy T &pyeton €ig 1OV dpyrovvaydyov, ovopatt Tdipog, kol idov adtov TimTel Tpog Tovg Todog adToD —

71 e mapokodel’ adtov "ToALG Aéyov 6TL TO BLYETPIOV LoV EoXATmC §xel, “Iva OGOV EMBTiC TG Yeipag avTH?
iva cwof kol {on — Assuming Jairus has either personally witnessed or been in the same city where Jesus has healed
people, he knows exactly whom to approach and what to ask for of Jesus. And even if Jairus had been suspicious of
Jesus’ identity and goodness before, now that his daughter was is close to death, he is desperate for help. But he also
may already have authentic belief from a changed heart.

172 ko GmfiAOev pet’ avTod. Kol KoAovoer adTd GYA0C TOADS Kol GVVEOABOV QDTGV —

I3 Koy yovi) ™ odoa év pvoetl aipotog dmdeka &1 —

174 koL TOAAG, TOOODG G DTO TOALDY 1LTP@V Kol SOTaUVcOoa TO ‘Top oVTHSC TEVTO Kol undev d@eAndeica ALY
uaAdov gig 1o yeipov EMBodoa — She had lost hope of any solution to her illness within the conventional ways in the
world that people sought medical help. And she had impoverished herself besides while trying.

175 govoaco T mept 100 Incod, ELBoboa &v 1 Syrm dmicbev fiyato 10D ipatiov avtod — Coming up behind him
to touch his garment (rather than publicly making herself known to Jesus and falling on her knees before him as Jairus
had) was her way of hoping to be healed without drawing attention to herself.

176 g\ eyev yap 811 €0V Byopat K&V TOV ipatiov avtod codrcouct — She had heard about Jesus’ touching people and
healing them and reasoned that if she touched him instead, the same would happen to her because there was something
powerfully healing about his very being, which was not entirely true, but close. In other words, God can heal somebody
whether Jesus initiates and touches the person or whether the person initiates and touches Jesus.

77 o 000 EENPEvON N TNYN 0D aipatog avThc Ko £yve T copatt 8T foton &mo Thg pdotiyog — As she
expected, she became healed.

178 o £00V¢ 6 INGoDC EmLyvolg &V EQVTH THV € adTOoD dVvay EEeABODOUY EMIGTPAPEIC &V T@ SyAw "Eleyev: Tig
pov fiyorto T@v watiov — The power going forth from Jesus was not because he was a repository of divine power as
an ontological, divine being on the earth, i.e., the 2" person of the Trinity, but because God made him aware that He
had healed someone who had touched him. In other words, Jesus may not have felt power flowing through or from him
whenever he touched someone and healed him, because it was the transcendent Creator God who ultimately was
performing the healing. However, in this case, God wanted Jesus to know that He had healed the woman, and He
wanted Jesus to interact personally with her.

179 kot €heyov adT® of padnTol avToD PAEmEIC TOV BxAov cVVOAIBovVTY o Kol Aéyelc Tic pov Hyarto — The disciples
are saying that everyone immediately around him are touching him constantly.

180 o meprePAémeto 1delv TV 10070 TOMCAGAY —

1817 8¢ yuvi] popnoeica kol Tpépovca T, eldvio O yéyovev TodTH, MAOEV KO TPOCETEGEY AVTA KO EITEV OVTH
naoov v "aAndeiov — Her respect for Jesus and what had happened moved her to fear him and thus disclose her
whole story to him. This is good fear, not bad fear. It is a reverential fear that realizes that if Jesus (God through Jesus)
is powerful enough to heal her of her long-term illness, then he is powerful enough to harm her if she perhaps has done
something wrong by sneaking up to him and touching him without publicly acknowledging him.

182 5 8¢ eimev oOTH "BLYATNP, | TIGTIC GOV GECWKEV Ge Vmaye €ig elpfvny Kol 1601 DY GO THS HAGTIYSS GOV —
Jesus recognizes the condition in the woman of her believing that he is capable of bringing about complete healing for
her. Is this belief from a changed heart or simply from logical deduction that if Jesus is touching so many people and
healing them that he can do the same for him by her touching him? It would seem the former by virtue of the explicit
statements of what Jesus says to her—I guess.

“Daughter” probably refers to her being a true, female descendant of Abraham because of her authentic belief.

183 "E11 adt0oD A0hoBVTOC #pYOovTon Gmd T0D GpyIouvaydyon Aéyovieg 6TL 1 BUYETNP Gov AméBoveV: Ti £T1 GKVAELG
tov Siddokarov — Obviously these people do not believe that Jesus can raise someone from the dead even though he
can heal somebody of a terminal illness. But if we understand God as the author of their whole story, then it is a small
logical and reasonable step from healing an illness to raising someonen from the dead.

184 5 8¢ Tnoodg "Topakoveog TOV AGYov AaAovpevoy® Aéyel 1@ GpxloVVaY®Y®: U @ofod, uévov micteve — Jesus
encourages the father not to be afraid that he has lost his daughter forever but instead to believe that Jesus can resolve
this situation in spite of his daughter’s having transitioned from physical life to death.

185 ko 0vK Gpfikev ‘008éva pet avTod cuvakolovdficor i uf "tov ITétpov ko Tdkofov kot Todvvny Tov
adereov Tokdpov — It would seem that these three disciples have more important roles than the other nine, and this is
why they only accompany Jesus on this and other occasions, e.g., onto the Mt. of Transfiguration.
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86 o €pyovTon €l TOV OIKOV TOD GPXLGVLVEY®YOV, Kol Bempel BGpuPov kol kKAaiovtog Kol dAaAdloviag ToAAd —
Cultural lament? Ululating without authentic sorrow? Cf. 5:40. It would seem so if their response so quickly changes to
laughing at him.

187 xonn eicelBdv Aéyer ovToic Ti BopuPeicde kol T kAaiete; TO modiov ovK GTEavey ALY KaBEVSEL —

88 ol koTeYEA®V adTOD. ‘adTOC 88 EKPUAOV TEVTOC TOPUANUPEVEL TOV TOTEPO. TOD TOSIOV KOl THY UNTEPOL KO
TOVC PeT avToD kol eicTopeveTon dmov NV 10 Tondiov —

189 o kpatioag Thg xepog Tod Toudiov Aéyel avTh ‘TaMba Kovp, § E6TIV HEBEPUNVEVOLEVOV TO KOPEGIOV, GOL
Aéyo, €yepe — Jesus touches the young girl and commands her to rise from the dead and stand up.

Interesting that Mark includes Jesus’ Aramaic statement. Why is it important to him here? Because of the unique nature
of this miracle, that it involves God’s raising someone from the dead (?). Or just a quick and unique reminder to his
readers that Jesus and the Jews spoke Aramaic and not Greek (?).

190 o £00VC BVEGTN TO KOPAGIOV KO TEPLEMGTEL TV YOP ETOV dddeka. Ko EEéotnooy "[ev0UC] ékoTdoel ueydin —
God raises her from the dead as Jesus knew He would because of his close connection with God in his spirit whereby
he is fulfilling the role of the icon and embodiment of God on earth. Exactly what God wants to do, Jesus knows and
wants to do also in unison with Him, i.e., being one with God in His earthly plans and purposes that specifically
involve Jesus.

91 o Siecteilato avToic °moAAY Tva undeig yvoi tobto, Kal eimev dobfvar avth @oyeiv — Unlike the Gerasene
demonic, these people are directed by Jesus to say nothing publicly of this miracle. Jesus also can tell that this young
woman has been ill long enough that she requires food and sustenance. Therefore, he encourages her parents to provide
for her physical needs now that God has provided for her so that she actually has physical needs.

192 Koy 8EfiABev ‘éxeifev kol Epyeton’ eic TV maTpido adTod, Kol dkolovBodowy adTd ol padntal avtod — This is
to say that Jesus went to Nazareth up in the hills of Galilee west of the sea.

193 oy ysvousvon coc[i[iocton npéowo ’Stéocmcsw &v rn cvvaywyn Kol ‘ToAloL ocKonovrec_; s&sn)mccovro Aéyovieg
n60ev T0VTE TadTO, KoL Tig 1| co@ia 1 dobelca "ToVT®, “Kol ol Buvocusmc_; TOLOTOL 810 TOV XEPDV ALVTOD

yivopevor' —

194 00y 00Té¢ 0TIV O ‘TékTOV, 6 VIOG THS Moapiog “koi &dedpoc® Taxmpov ko Tooftog kot Tovda kol Tipwovog;
Kot 0vK €i6iv of Gdedpot adTod ®de TPodg NUAG; kol éokavdalifovto &v adtd — Thus, Jesus” own neighbors must
not have learned very much about when as he was growing, that his identity and role were kept from them by his
family and him—probably so that they all could keep a low profile in Nazareth before Jesus began teaching,
performing miracles, and heading down the path to his death on the cross. The neighbors know his family, but they do
not really know him. As a result, they are astounded at the wisdom of the OT which Jesus is displaying along with the
miracles which he must be performing in this synagogue as he had in others. In other words, vs. 2 and 3 are a summary
statement of all the people are thinking and saying to one another.

An in the final analysis, they are put off by Jesus and rejecting him as someone whom they feel is worth paying
attention to. They are content with their current Judaism and unwilling to make any changes—even if Jesus is “wise”
and performs miracles, which is simply another example of the effect of people having a hard heart and being morally
rebellious towards God and truth.

195 xoi #heyev avtoic 6 Tnoodg GTL 0K £6TIV TPOPHTNG GTINOC €l Ui &V TH ‘TaTpidt adTod® Kol £v T0ig GVYYevedoLY
avTod kol &v TR oikig ovtod — This sounds like an assessment of the situation as it has been in the nation of Israel
with respect to their own prophets sent by God but rejected by them. God has sent plenty of Jewish spokesmen on His
behalf to the Jews, and they have been unwilling to listen to them and heed their messages. Therefore, Jesus is saying
that he is in good company with Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and all the other Hebrew prophets of the OT. In
addition, God does make Nazareth a particularly more dramatic example of the nation of Israel as the next verses attest.
196 o 0vK £8%VvaTo ‘éxel Torfioat 0vdepioy SVvauy', el pi OAYOIC GppAdGTOLS EMOEIC TAG XEIPOC €0epdmTEvCEY —
Because there was not much authentic belief in Nazareth, there were not going to be very many miracles. Thus, God
was holding back and not performing as many miracles there as He had in other cities of Galilee. Nevertheless, for the
sake of those who did have true belief, Jesus did perform a few miracles.

197 ot rg0odpaley 1 thv dmiotioy avtdv. Kol mepiiiyev téic koduog kvkho s18dokmv — Jesus was appropriately
struck by the degree of unbelief in his hometown in that it was obviously less than he had observed in other Galilean
cities. Therefore, he left Nazareth and went to other cities in the area where it is assumed there was a greater amount of
belief.

198 Koy *mpookoieiton o0 d6ddeko ko HpEato adtovg amoctédietv V0" dv0 Kkal £5i8ov adtolg Eovaioy TV
nvevpdtov 1@V dxoddptmv — This is what the transcendent Creator had basically given Jesus when God directed him,
the authority to cast unclean spirits out of people as a way of demonstrating that something unique and special was
occurring in human and specifically Jewish history—the presence of the long expected final and eternal Messiah.

199 o mopnyyeidey adtolg tvo undev Taipooiy eig 680V el un papdov uévov, ui dptov, ul Thpav, py eig T {ovnv
YOAKOV —

200 AN Hmodedepévong cavddAto, Kol uh "évdvoncbe dvo yrtdvog — Jesus wanted his apostles to rely completely on
God through the charity and generosity of the people with whom they interacted and who appreciated their mission of
demonstrating God’s authority and power over the created reality in Israel, which was alerting these people that the
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Messiah was present on the land as the apostles declared that they were only the Messiah’s disciples whom he had
personally sent out as his ambassadors.
201 Kai Eleyev adToic Gmov dv elcéAONTE €lg olkioy, £xel pévete fog v EEEAONTE EKeifeY —

KOLl ‘g Qv tomog 1 SEEnTan’ VGG Unde GxoVoOCY VUGV, EKTOPEVGUEVOL EKEIBEV EkTIVAEQTE TOV YOOV TOV
VTOKATO TAV TOdMV DUAV €1C nopTUPLov adtolg [Guny Aym Dulv, dvektotepov €oton Zodouoig 1 Fopdpporig &v
Nuépa Kkpioewe, 1 T mwoler ékeivn] — Jesus is making it explicit that people who do not receive his ambassadors whose
role is to represent him and instead reject them are in effect rejecting God and him so that it will be detrimental to their
eternal destiny when the final judgment occurs. This is to say that they will incur God’s condemnation and not His
mercy if they reject Jesus’ apostles who are clearly revealing their God-given role by performing the obvious miracle of
casting out demons and unclean spirits.

203 K oy 8EeA0ovTeg "EkfpuEav Tva "uetavodoty — Therefore, this also is what Jesus directed them to do, to proclaim
the same message of repentance for entering into the Kingdom of God that he was speaking.

204 o Sopbvion ToAAd: EEEBaAAOV, Ko HAEIPOV EAOLi TOAAOVE GippiaTovg Kol €0epdmevov — In addition, they spoke
to demons to leave people as Jesus had commanded them. And they healed the sick as they poured/rubbed oil on them
as a sign that God was at work through them in line with His commandments to pour oil on special people in the OT,
i.e., the high priest, prophets, and kings.

205 Koy fikovoev 6 Pocidede Hpddneg, @avepov yap éyéveto 10 dvopo ovtod, ko "Eleyov 611 Todvvng 6 "Pantilov
“€ynfyepTon €k VEKpOV' Kol Su TovTo Evepyodotv al duvdpuelg v avt® — As Herod, the king of Galilee under the
Roman Empire, caught wind of Jesus’ and his disciples’ miraculous activities, a theory among the people as to how
Jesus was able to perform miracles was that God had raised John the Baptist from the dead after Herod had executed
him and was continuing the experience of the miraculous in John’s life.

206 gadou 8¢ Aeyov 611 HAiag otiv: dAlol 8¢ §heyov 811 TPo@RTNG B smc_; TAV TPOPNTOV —

07 giovoog 8¢ 6 Hpddng "heyev T Ov éyo dmekepdco “Todvvny, ovtog yépon’ —

208 Adtog yop 6 Hpodng dmooteidog éxpdtnoev tov Todvvny kol £8ncev anvtov év gulaki s Hpwdiddo thv
yovaike @Lintwov 100 Adel@oD ovToD, GTL AVTNHV Eyduncey —
209 gheyev yop 6 Todvvng t@d Hpddn 611 ok E€eotiv oot Exey TV yvvaika 10D Gdelpod Gov —

1013 8¢ ‘Hpodig éveixev odTd Kol 0ehev adTOV GTOKTEIVOL, KO 0VK 8VVOITo —

211 5 yop Hpddng époPeito tov Tadvvny, eidmg avtov dvpa dikonov kol Gylov, Kol GuVeTHpel avTov, Kol GKoVoaC
ovToD TOAAG MEdpel, kol NdEwg avTod fikovev — Here is a good example of a sinful person who hears the truth of
God as it is taught well and clearly and yet the person remains unable (unwilling) to grasp the ideas and connect their
dots for himself, even while enjoying entertaining the ideas and engaging in conversation with the person who knows
and is speaking the truth. They are having a nice, religious conversation with one another, but there is no inward
change taking place in the person who remains unwilling to turn from rejecting the truth to embracing it with
wholehearted commitment to it and the things of God.

212 K oy yevopévng Muépog evkaipov 6te Hpddng ™ toi¢ yevesiog adtod Seimvov émoincev T0i¢ ueyloTdoy °avtod
KoL TO1g XIMApYOoLS Kol Toig mpatolg Thig 'aMAaiog — The leading men of Galilee are most likely Roman leaders, i.e.,
Gentiles, because would Jews really be willing to sit down and eat non-kosher food with Herod and the rest of his
military commanders? No.

213 ey eicelBovONG THS BVYaTPOg "adTod Hpdiddog kal dpynoauévng “ipecev 1@ Hpddn kol Toig
GUVOVOKEILEVOLG. ‘Eimev O BacIAeD 1@ kopacie: aitnody e d édv BEANG, Kol d0Wcm GOl —

214 oy dpooev ‘oOTH [ToAla] “6 T1* €6V ‘'ue altong dwom col ‘2wng Ruicove’ the Pactieiog wov — He must
have been drunk to say this, and he must have expected her never to ask for this. After all, she was his wife’s daughter,
so that they as a family did “possess” all this kingdom together.

215 ey gEeABODOO ElEY TH UNTPL OTAHC T alitoopoy 7 8¢ eimev ™ hv kepaliv Todvvov 100 "Pantifoviog —

16 ko eloelBoBo0 DOV PeTd GTOVSHE TPOC TOV PocIAén TNGOTO Aéyouoa: BEAM Tva EE0VTHC SO oL ML Tivokt
v keealnv Todvvou 100 Barntictod — Even in Roman days would this not have been horrible to ask a young woman
to do? One would think so, but maybe not in that somewhat civil but nevertheless crude culture.

217 oy Tepilumog Yevéuevog 6 Pacthlede S1d Tovg SpKovg Kol TOVG TGVOKELEVOVS 0VK NBEANGEY fGBETHOAL AOTHY
— If he promised her half his kingdom did not expect her to ask for it (hyperbole), could he not have claimed the same
thing here and refuse such a hyperbolic request? One would think.

218 ey 00V AmOoTEIMOG O POCIAEVS GTEKOVAGTOPO ETETAEEY TEVEYKOL TV KEPOANY GDTOD. "KOL GTelBdV
ATEKEQPAMGEY OOTOV €V TH QUAOKT —

219 ey, Hiveykev TV KEQOANV 0DTOD Tl Tivokt Kol £80Kev adTHV T Kopuoim, Kol 1O Kopdolov E8mkev adThV TH
pnTpl arvThg —

220 ey, GicOVGOVTEG 01 HaBNTOL AOTOD NABOV KO PV’ TO TTAU DTOD Koi £OmKoy "ordTod év pvnpeio — So all this
was prior to Jesus’ sending out his apostles to preach the gospel and perform miracles to verify their authoritative
association with him and God.

21 Koy svvéyovian ol &mdcTodor Tpdg Tov Incody ko aryyethav adtd mdvia dco émoinoav koi °6co £8idatov

22 o Aéyer ovTolg T Sedte ‘Oueic ovTol kot iSiav' eig Epnuov Témov Kol Gvarovoaches dAiyov. Noov Yop ol
£pxduevol Kol ol vVITdyovieg ToAlol, Kol 003E @ayelv evkaipovy — Being a proper apostle/disciple of Jesus by
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proclaiming the truth through one’s words and actions is hard work and requires resting on a regular basis if there are a
lot of people who are curious about him and his message. In this case, when they gathered back together, none of them
was able even to eat.

23 Ko ‘amirBov év 16 Thoim eig fpnuov témov' kot 18l —

224 ey €180V ADTOVG DTAYOVTOC KO "ETEYVOGOV "TOALOL KoL Telf| BT TOo®V TV TOLE®V GUVESPaIOV EKEl ‘KOl
TPOHABOV CHTOVG —

225 Koy $£eA00V £18ev TOADV GXAoV Kol omAayyvicon €n TovTove, 8TL oo B¢ mpdfara un Eyovra moyéve, Kol
Mp&ato diddokev avtovg moAAd — Interesting that Jesus could detect their spiritual lostness and feel so deeply for
them in this unfortunate condition. He knew what they needed, to be taught the truth of the OT better than what their
Jewish leaders had done for them so that they could think, feel, and act better than they were doing now in the light of
Jesus’ being the very person by whom God was going to bring about the Kingdom of God, which is the best message
that any human being can hear.

226 K oy 10M Gdpoig TOAATC "yeVOLEVIG TPOGEABGVTES ‘adTA 01 PaBNTOL GdTOD FAEYOV GTL EpNUSC E6TIV 6 TOTOG KO
10M dpo TOAAY] —

227 gméAuoov adTovg, Tvo AmeABGVTEC £l TOVC KUKAD Gypole Kol KOUOS Gyoplonsty £avtoic Ti gdywoty — The
apostles and disciples are tired and peopled out. They are also hungry and want to eat some food in peace away from
the crowds. So it makes sense to them for Jesus to tell everyone else to go away for the very practical reason of finding
food for themselves, food which they need for their own sustenance.

228 5 8¢ GmoKplOLIC eimey °oNTOIC §OTE DTOIC VUEIC PAYELY. KO AEYOVotV 0dT® AmelBOvVTES Gyopdomuey
dnvapiov dtakosiov dptovg Kol "ddcouev avtoig eayelv — Jesus addresses the apostles’ and disciples’ fatigue and
frustration by pushing them even harder by commanding them to provide food for all the people, to which they respond
with a very practical question about how much this is going to cost, meaning that they do not have the money or that it
is so much that they will not have any more after they buy enough food for the whole crowd.

229 5 8¢ Aéyer adTolc TOGOVE ‘EpTOVG ExeTE; DMAyeTe T 1deTe. KON YvOVTEC AéYOouoTV TéVTE T, KO 8¥0 ixBv0C —
Jesus must have known from the Father all along what he was going to do, so that it was only a matter of finding out
and making explicit how little food they currently had available to feed everyone.

230 ey émétatev odTOlG (BVAKAIVOL TAVTOG' “CUUTOGLO GUUTOCIN® XL TA YAMPD XOPT® —

21 oy GvETESOV TPUGLOL TPOGIOL PrkaTél EKOTOV KOl "KOTO TEVTKOVTON —

232 oy MPOV TOVG °TEVTE BPTOVE KO TOVE °8V0 1xBVaC GVaPLEWOC gig TOV 0VDPOVOV EDAOYNGEV KOl KUTEKAOGEY
T00¢ T dpTovg kol £8idov 1olg padntaic °avtod] iva TrapaTtiddety avTols, Kol Tovg 3o ix8vag Euépioey TaoLY
233 oy EQaryov TAVTEC KOl £X0pTEoHMGOY —

234 o POy TKAGOUOTO SMSEKO KOPIVOV TANPOUOTA KoL GO TAV ixBVmV —

235 ko Roav ol eoyévreg “[todg EptTovg] meviakioyidtol &vdpec — Once again God reveals that Jesus is the Messiah
by performing a miracle through him or in his midst. The paucity of food is no hindrance to God’s feeding the entire
crowd of five thousand people who have seated themselves on the grass.

236 Koy 000 vEyKacey ToOG pafnTtog ovtod euffivor el 10 TA0IOV Kol Tpodyely Peic T0 TépovS Tpdg Bnocaiddy,
£0¢ avTOg "AmoAVEL TOV GYAov —

27 kol GTOTOEGIEVOS GDTOIC GTHABEY €ig TO Spog mpocevEUcHOL —

238 Ko dwyiag yevouévng fiv ™ 10 mAoiov v pécwm g Bakdoong, Kol adTog povog Emt Thg Yig —

239 oy "8V 00TOVE PAGOVILOPEVOVS TV T@ EANOVELY, IV YU O Gvepog EvovTiog odTolg T, TEPL TETAPTNY
@UACKTV PTfic VOKTOG €pYeTail Pmpog oOTOVE TEPITATAOV €Ml THg BaAdooNg Kol Hj0elev TapPeABELV 0OTOVG —

240 o1 8¢ 186vTeg aHTOV €M THg BAAGGONG TEPITATODVTO *ES0EOV OTL PAVIOGUE EGTIV), KO GVEKPOENY —

241 pévteg Yop aDTOV €180V KO ETOPAXONGOV. ‘6 8¢ eVOVC EMGANGEY peT adTdV, Kol Aéyel adToic Bapoeite, Yo
gipr un @oPeiche

242 oy, GivEPM TPOC adTOVE €lg TO TAOIOV KOl EKOTOIGEY O Gvenog, kol ‘Alav [k mepiocoD] &v Envtois "EEicTovTo —
243 0% yaip cvviiko mi Toi¢ GpTotc, ‘GAN AV adTdV 1 kapdio meropouévn — With this statement Mark provides the
reader with wonderful insight into the human condition, that a person can have observed hundreds of miracles
performed by God through Jesus and yet be utterly surprised when a different kind of miracle takes place. God fed five
thousand people with five loaves of bread and two fish, and then He can cause Jesus to walk on the Sea of Galilee
without sinking into the water and the wind to stop suddenly when he gets into a boat, and these disciples who see both
are completely astounded by the occurrence of the second event. In addition, Mark describes the reason as having
“hearts” that are hard or stubborn, meaning in this case not that an internal commitment to God and the things of God
has not taken place yet, but their understanding is still quite dull. The disciples are probably believers, except for Judas
Iscariot, but they are still lacking in a lot of understanding about what is going on with Jesus.

244 Kon Sromepdioovteg €mt thv yiv fBov eic Tevvmoopet kol Tpocopuiconcouv —

245 Ko 8EeM06VTOV adTdv £k 10D TAoiov eV émyvovieg adtov — This the Jewish region on the western side of the
Sea of Galilee where Jesus had probably already been teaching and healing people which now allows the same people
affected by this previous visit to believe that they can take advantage of his presence by bringing more people to him to
heal.
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246 Tep1Edpoploy SANV THY X@pov Ekelvv Kol HpEavio €Tl Tolg KpoPATTol T TOUG KOKAC EXOVTUC ‘TEPLPEPELY GOV

fkovov' “G11 €6TIV' —

247 oy, mov v elcemopeveTo el KOUOC T °eic TOAEIG | °eig Grypove, &V Taig Gyopoic TéTifecav TOVE GGHEVODVTOG
KO TOPEKAAOVY OOTOV TvaL KBV T0D KPUGTESOV TOD WOTION OOTOD AYoVTaL Kol 6601 °Gv "fyavto adToD
¢owlovto — Like the woman who had the twelve year blood flow problem, the sick reached out and touched simply the
fringe of Jesus’ garment rather than his reaching out and touching them, and they were healed. God was willing to
perform these miracles without Jesus doing anything specific as the way here to reveal the truth of his being the
Messiah.

248 Koy cvvdyovian Tpog antov ol Papioaiotl kol Tiveg TV YpoUuaténv EA80vTeg amd Tepocoidumv —

249 ey 186vTEC TIVOLG TV LOBNTAV adTOD °8TL KOWVOIC YEPGLY, TODT €6TIv AvimTolg, "éc6Biovotv Tovg dptovg — Is
this the way these disciples had always eaten, without washing their hands, or had they changed and became free to do
so once they started following Jesus? Because of the next sentence, it is probably the latter. They were part of “all the
Jews,” but now they were changed disciples of Jesus the Messiah.

230 o1 yap oapioaiol kol Tavteg ol Tovdaiol av Ul "TVYUT viyovion TaC Xepag 0vK £66i0V6TV, KpOTODVTEC TV
ToPAdoc1y TOV TPESPLTEPMV —

oy G Gyopaig T €0y un Pamticovion odk £66i0votv, Kol GAAK TOAAG €6TIV & TapEAABOV KpOTELY,
Bantiouovg motnpiov kol EeoTdv kal xarkiov °lkat khvdv]N — The key phrase in these two verses is “adhering
strongly to the tradition of the elders,” which means implies that the OT does not explicitly teach something, but over
time the Jews have adopted a certain religious practice that they firmly believe is in line with the commandments of the
Mosaic Covenant. Here the concern is not being contaminated by impure people or substances that would make them
displeasing to God. Washing themselves after coming from the market is probably because they may have come in
contact with either Gentiles or Jews who are not following the Mosaic Covenant as scrupulously and carefully as they
are, thus rendering these people displeasing to God.

EBC — Mark felt it necessary to explain to his Gentile readers the Jewish custom of ceremonial handwashing, a custom
based on the “tradition of the elders” (v.3). This consisted in a great mass of oral tradition that had arisen about the law.
About A.D. 200 it was written down in the Mishnah, but in Jesus day it was still in oral form. Its purpose was to
regulate a man’s life completely. If the law was silent or vague about a particular subject, one could be sure that the
tradition would be vocal and explicit. The tradition, created and promulgated by the great rabbis, was passed on from
one generation to the next and was considered binding.

252 reon mepmT@®oLY 0OTOV 01 Paplooiol Kol ol Ypoupateic 1 1l 00 TEPITUTODOLY 01 PEBNTOL GOV KATO THV
ToPAd0c1y TOV TPESPLTEP®VY, GALL KOLVUIG XEPSIV' £6010VGLY TOV EPTOV —

2330 8¢ T elmev avToig¢ T KAA®S Empoprtevcev Hoolag mept DUV TV DTOKpLT@Y, OC Yéypamtan °[6T1] fodroc O
Aa0g™ 10ig yeideoiv ue "tiu@ 1 5€ Kapdice AUTAOV TOPPO ATEYEL AT EUOD —

234 udnv 8¢ céPovrai ue Siddoxovres Sidacxoldiog T Evidiuare avipodrov — Jesus’ response is to accuse these Jews
of his day of being like those of Isaiah’s day around 700 B.C., whose hearts were unchanged and yet they were
“following” the Mosaic Covenant, rendering their obedience a performance of a script like hypocrites (the Greek word
for actor in the theater). In addition, there was the problem of the man-made teachings and commandments which the
Jews considered to be truthful and legitimate additions or modifications to God’s commandments of the Mosaic
Covenant, but again following these commandments was just an act because of the evil condition of their hearts, i.e.,
actually oriented towards rebelling against God.

So two problems here, 1) unchanged hearts, and 2) improper interpretation of the OT leading to erroneous and man-
made instructions for how to obey God, either instructions that add to the OT commandments, e.g., wash one’s hands
before eating any food and bathing after going to the marketplace, or instructions that modify the OT commandments,
e.g., bringing an animal offering to God that results in not feeding a person who is hungry and cannot feed himself, thus
keeping one commandment (cf. Leviticus 1:2) while violating a more important one (cf. Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy
5:16).

255 qpéviec T TV EVIOAY T0D Be0D KpaTteite TV "MaPESOGIY T@V GvBpmdTeY — As a result of their unchanged hearts,
these Pharisees and scribes are actually violating God’s moral commandments in order to preserve their human
traditions.

236 ey Eheyev odTOlG KOARDG GOeTEITE TV EVIOAMY TOD B£0D, Tvor TV TOPESocY VU@V "GTHioNTE —

BT Mwbofg yop eimev Tiue TOV TOTEPo GOV Kai THY UNTEPCL GOV, KOl O KaKOAOY®V TaTépor i untéper Oavate
relevraro — The commandment of God is to love and care for one’s parents as important human beings at all times—
regardless of what ceremonial or ritual commandment involving a religious practice appears to conflict.

238 Hueic 8¢ Aéyete E0v 1T GVOPOTOC TA TATPL N} T UNTPl KopPav, & €TV ddpoV, O Edv €€ Euod dEeEANOTiC —

259 ro0KéTL GpieTe’ aDTOV 0VOEV TOicOL T® TOTPL T} TH UNTpl —

260 grcupodvieg TOV Adyov ToD 00D TH TOpaddceL DUV T | TapeddKoTE KOl TOPOLOLO TODTO TOAAG ToleiTe —
But the Pharisees and scribes use the Levitical commandment to bring an offering, i.e., gift (]2, gorban), to God
from their herd or flock of edible animals, to justify their ignoring the physical needs of their parents, rationalizing their
actions of course on the basis that God and His purposes are more important than people, even their parents. The lamb
or sheep may have been of benefit to the Jews’ parents by feeding them, but the Jew considers it more important to
offer the animal to God at the temple. Therefore, Jewish leadership forbid their fellow Jews from caring for and loving
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their parents in order to uphold their humanly instituted traditions that are purportedly based upon God’s
commandments. In this case, the Jews’ tradition and human commandment was emphasizing a lesser commandment at
the expense of a greater commandment. This sucks all the substance out of God’s moral commandment to love one’s
parents and therefore out of God’s logos, His message to the Jews in the Mosaic Covenant. It is like calling God a liar.
And another tragic result of this is that the error of the tradition keeps getting handed down from one generation to
another without any correction to the error because people mostly remain hardhearted and unbelieving towards the truth
of God and not merely naive and unsophisticated in their thinking.

This is similar to the Jews’ thinking that not doing even an act of compassion like healing towards a human being on
the Sabbath is actually keeping the Sabbath commandment because it is more honoring to God, which is to say that
God is more important than human beings. And He is, but we demonstrate that He is by caring deeply for those who are
made in His image and for whom Jesus potentially died to rescue from God’s eternal condemnation and destruction,
human beings, indeed sinful human beings!

It is also like Christians who adhere unswervingly, unwaveringly, and staunchly without giving any quarter, tolerance,
or leniency to the tradition of the Trinity and the Nicene Creed which describes it while treating Christians, who
authentically believe that Jesus is the Messiah and High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek, with contempt
and even declare them to be heretics and reject them from their gathering of people who are worshiping God.

261 K oy TpooKOAEGGUEVOS TAAY TOV OYAov §Aeyev aDTOIC GKOVGOTE MOV TOVTES KO GUVETE —

262 003év 0TIV FE0OEV TOD AVOPOTOV EIGTOPEVOPEVOV €1 ODTOV O SUVOLTOL KOLVAGOL 0DTOV), GALG TG €K TOD
AVOPAOTOV EKTOPEVOUEVE EGTLV TO KOLVODVIW TOV GVOPOTOV —

263 MT only — i T1¢ £xe1 dTor dkovewy dkovéTm —

264 Koy 61e elofABev €ig Tolkov Gmod T0D SYAov, ETNPOTOV 0HTOV 0L LOONTOL 0DTOD THY TOPUPOARV' —

265 1oy, Aéyel adToic 0VTME KoL VUElG GoVVETOL £0Te; "0V VoeiTe OTL TEV TO F£mBEV EIGTOPEVOLEVOV ‘€lg TOV
AvBpOTOV 0V dVVOITUL DTOV KOVAG L —

266 §11, 00K eloTOpEVETAL VTOD €1g TNV Kapdiov GAL eig TV Kothicy, Kol el TOV "Gpedpdvol EKTopeveTal,
FroBapilov TavTo T¢ PpduoTe —

267 gl eyev 8¢ 6TL TO &K TOD BVOPAOTOV EKTOPEVOUEVOV, EKELVO KOLVOL TOV GVOP®TOV —

268 g5m0ev YOp &k Thg Kapdiag TAV GvOPAT®V 0l SIAOYIGHOL 0L KOKOL £KTopevovTal, ‘Topveit, KLomoi, @ovor —
269 ouxelon, TheoveEion, movnpioi, SOA0CY, doédyela, dPOOALOC TovNPoC, PAacenuic, dTepnPovic, GppocBHVy —

270 révtor TadTor TR TOVIPO E600EY EkTopevETAL KOl Kool TOV Gvepmmov — With the above statements and
explanation, Jesus is saying that commandments within the Mosaic Covenant regarding eating kosher are not to prevent
foods that actually are impure from entering into the Jews (cf. 7:19). Instead, they are entirely ritualistic so that they
label certain foods as “impure” when they ontologically are not. Therefore, the intent of these commandments is to
mark externally the Jewish people for didactic purposes for Gentiles who can observe what is happening outwardly in
these Jews’ lives and then wonder (if they really understand the nature of authentic spirituality) what is going on
inwardly and inquire in order to become like the Jews inwardly and therefore pleasing to God themselves (cf.
Deuteronomy 4). In other words, all the outward focused commandments (even the moral ones) in the Mosaic
Covenant are intended to point the savvy and shrewd human being to what is going one inside the heart, spirit, and
mind of a human being for his eternal benefit before God. Nevertheless, all of a person’s external moral actions, i.e., his
commitment to them, do reveal the condition of his heart as to whether he is oriented towards God and truth or not. I
say “all of” because just because someone has never committed murder does not reveal the condition of his heart. It is
all his moral actions taken together, including his ongoing repentance, that are thus revelatory. I can keep myself from
not committing one particular act of immorality even as someone who is committed to rebelling against God. But if
have not committed murder but treat people with contempt and ostracize them from my “church” because they do not
hold my (the correct) theology, then I cannot call myself a “righteous” person as the Bible talks about this subject.
Therefore, it is not what a person eats or does in a ritual (or moral?) manner with respect to one issue that makes the
person either pleasing or unpleasing, good or evil, before God. It is his overall moral life on the basis of his inward
subjectivity and heart that does.

271 “Exeifev 8¢ Gvaoto amiibev eig T "opro. Topov ™. Kot eicelbmv eig oikioy 008éva *0ehev yvdVOL, Kol 00K
rMdvvien Aabeiv — This is mainly if not exclusively a Gentile region. So whose house would he have entered, and the
Jews would have thought he was contaminating himself if it were Gentile’s house. And the fact that he was not able to
hide his identity meant that the people were already familiar with him from the news that had spread throughout the
land.

272 (AN £00VC GKOVGOGO, YUV TEPL ADTOD, TG ElXEV “TO BVLYHTPIOV OOTHS *'TvedUo, GKEBopTOV, "EABODGT
TPOGEMESEV TPOG TOVG TOdUG CVTOD —

273§ 8¢ yuvi v EAAvic, "Zvpogovikicoa T Yéver Kol pdTa adtov Tvo 10 Soudviov kBAAn "k THS BvyaTpog
avtfig — It is interesting that a Gentile is demon-possessed.

274 oy, Eheyev oOTH GLQEC TPATOV XOPTOGHTHVOL TO TEKVEL, 0D Y&p E6TIV KaAOVE AGPeElV TOV EPTOV TOV TEKVOV KO
tolg kvvapios Padeiv — Jesus is using this parable to say that the Jews have first priority when it comes to his acting
beneficially on behalf of people, while the Gentiles are in basically no position at all to receive his help—if all one
looks at is God’s promise to Abraham’s physical descendants and the Mosaic Covenant (assumed).
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275§ 8¢ GumexpiOn Kol Aéyel avTH (KUpLE Kol TR Kuvaple T OToKAT® THS TPamElng Féchiovctv o TV Fyiyiov
t®v "roudiwv — The woman continues the parable by pointing out that Gentiles certainly would be eager and willing to
receive whatever benefits from him that are measly and considered completely insignificant by the Jews.

276 o eimev adT S ToVTOV TOV AdYov Braye, EeAAVOEV €k THG BLYATPEC GOV TO Soudviov — Jesus recognizes
the woman’s humility and belief in him, as well as her understanding of the Jews as the chosen people of God in
comparison to the Gentiles. His response (from God the Father) is that her request for her daughter’s being set free
from the unclean spirit has been granted by God.

277 oy, GimeABOBow €l TOV 0iKOV °odTHC evpev 1O Tondiov PefAnuévov €Tt THv KAV Kol TO Souudviov
£EeANAV00g" —

278 Koy oAy ¢EeA00V £k T@V Opiov Tipov MAbev i T1d@dvoq eic v 0diacsov Thic Tolhaicg Gve pécov Tdv
opiov Aekamdreng — Decapolis was the region east of the Sea of Galilee where the man was from who had been freed
from the many demons called Legion.

279 Kol pépouotv adTd Ko@ov kol poyIAGAOV Kol Tapokolodotv adtov va T adtd Thv xelpa —

280 oy, GimodaPOpevog ovTOV Ao 10D FxAov kot idiay EBokev TOVE SOKTUAOVS CodTOD £i¢ TR DTO KHTOD KO
TTVo0G HYUTo THg YAWsong adtod —

281 oy GvoBréyog elg TOV 0VpovOY TEoTévatey Kol Aéyel avTd e@@ada, 6 éotiv Sravoixdnti — This whole
procedure seems a bit unusual in the light of the explanations of other miracles where Jesus simply touched people and
the miracle occurred. I would imagine that God sometimes chose to be creative and work in an unusual way in order to
reveal Himself and His power and control over created reality.

282 oy °[ev0€g] Mvoiynooay ovTod ol dkood, kol T EANON 6 Secpog THS YAOGONS adTod KoL EAGAEL OpORDC —

283 oy Sreoteiloto avToiC var undevi Aéynotv: 66ov 8¢ adToic S1ecTEAAETO, ADTOL LEALOV TEPLGGETEPOV
éxknpvocov — Jesus could not control their enthusiasm for the good which he had done at the bidding of God the Father.
284 oy, DIEPTEPIOGHG EEETANGOOVTO AEYOVTEC KOADG TAVTO TETOINKeEY, T KO TOVG KOPODE TOLEl GKOVELV KO
“[tovg] ardrovg Aadeiv — This doing of all things well is a correct assessment of Jesus in his role. No one in all the
rest of human history deserves this comment about him to the degree which Jesus does. Maybe without realizing it,
these people are truly making a messianic statement about Jesus.

285 By gkeivong Toig MUépong ‘maAy ToAA0D SxAov 3vTog Kol [ EXOVIOV Ti PAYOOLY, TPOSKAUAEGEULEVOS TOVG
nolntag T Aéyer avtoic —

286 srhoyyviCoporn Emt TOV Sxhov, 811 HdN Muépon Tpelc TPOGUEVOVGIV oL Koi 0VK §xovotv Ti gdywow — The
crowd was sufficiently attracted to what Jesus was saying and doing that they were willing to go without food for three
days in order to be with him.

287 ey g0tV ATOAVG® 0DTOVE VIIOTELS €1C OIKOV adT@V, EKAVOGOoVTOL v TH 08¢ Kol TIveq ADTAV GO HoKpoOey
KOGV —

288 oy Gumexpifnooy odT® ol paBNTal adTod 8TL TGREV ToVTOVS duviceTal TIC OSe YopTAGUL BPTOVY T EpNUicg —
289 o NPOdTA 0HTOVE TOGOVG ExeTe GPTOVG; O 8¢ eimav EMT —

290 oy, ToparyyELLEL TR SXA® Gvomesely Mt The YAG Kol AdPdV TOVE ETTR EPTOVS EVXUPIGTHOUS FKANGEY KOl
£8i80v 1T01¢ LadNTUIC ODTOD Tval TOPUTIODGLY, KoL TOPEOMKAY TR OYA® —

21 ey lyov 10V OAYor Kol ‘EDAOYHCOC DT “Eimev Kol TODTO TOPATIOEVOL —

292 ron, QayoV Kol EXOPTEGHNGOY, KOL NPaV “TEPLECEVUNTA KAAGUATOV ETTO GTVPIdOC —

293 ficav 8¢ T G TeTpakioyidon kol dmélvcey avtovg — Similar to the other incident where Jesus feeds a large
crowd of people with a small amount of food, God miraculously takes care of this large group’s food needs too.

294 Koy e000¢ uBOC T eic °TO TAOIOV LETH TV LoONT@V adTOoD NABEV £l ‘Th uépn Aapavovdd — EBC — The
identity of Dalmanutha is unknown. Matthew (15:39) says Jesus went to the “vicinity of Magadan.” Dalmanutha and
Magadan (or Magdala), located on the western shore of the Lake of Galilee, may have been names for the same place
or two places located near each other. This is the only reference anywhere to the name Dalmanutha.

295 Koy $£AB0V ol Poproaiol kot HpEavto cu{nteiv avtd, {NTodvTec mop avTod GNUEIOV TGTd ToD 0VPOVOD,
nepdlovieg avtév — Most likely Dalmanutha is on the western shore or northern shore of the Sea of Galilee because
there are Pharisees there. They test him as to the authority of his speech and actions, as to whether or not he is truly a
prophet sent by God or even the Messiah. By “sign from heaven” they therefore would mean an actual miracle or
something obviously from God that indicates that He is communicating with him directly.

29 oy GvOLGTEVAENS TH TVEVUOTL DTOD Aéyer Ti 1) yeved adtn {ntel onueiovy; Gunv “Aéym duiv’, i dobfoeton TH
yeved tavtn onuelov — With his miracles Jesus is giving them all sorts of signs. So he cannot be asking why this
generation asks for signs, but why this generation needs more evidence that it is already receiving by the miracles
which God is performing through Jesus? And the answer is simply, because for the most part they have unchanged
hearts and are going to reject God’s signs no matter what.

If the proper translation really is, “If a sign shall be given to this generation...,” then Jesus is basically saying, “Yes,
you will get a sign, but you will have to look for it yourself,” ultimately referring to his death and resurrection as the
quintessential sign of his messiahship.

297 oy Gupelg avTodg (TAMY EUPOC GTHAOEY gi¢ TO TépaV —

298 Koy émelci0ovTo AaPeiv GpToug ‘Kol el uh Eva GpTov ovK elyov’ ued £0VT®dV &v 16 TAoim —

299 iy S1e0TEMAETO GIDTOIC Aéyov ‘Opate, PAEmeTe G Thg {VuNg TdV Paproainy kol Thg {vung “Hpddov —
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300 e Sredoyiovto mpog dAAiAovg T ST1 dpToug ovk "Exovstv — They are worried about getting hungry and not
having any food to satisfy their hunger, so they cannot help themselves but think that Jesus is talking about physical
bread which comes from the Pharisees and Herod, as though the leaven which they put into their bread is bad, i.e., not
kosher (or something like that). After all the parables which Jesus has used and his references to inwardness and the
heart, they still do not naturally consider the option that he is speaking metaphorically.

301 weay yvovg [6 Incodg] Aéyel adtoic T Sthoyileche ™ 6T1 dpTovg ovK £xete; 0VT® Vogite 0V8E GVVieTe
nenmpouévny €xete TNV kapdioy Yudv' — Jesus is pointing out that one possibility for his disciples is that they are
inwardly unchanged, if he is referring to the extreme of what a hardened heart means. But he could be using this phrase
in a less extreme manner to refer to their being mentally slow still in their ability to grasp truth because they are
unaccustomed to thinking about truth.

302 6pBadove Eyovrec oV PAETeTe Kol OTA EYOVIES OUK GKOVETE KOL 00 PVNHOVEVETE —

303 §1e ToVg TéVTE GpTOVG FKAOIGA EIC TOVG TEVTOKIGYIAIOVG T, TEG0VE KOPivoug KANGUET®mV TANPEIC HpaTe;
Aéyovsiv T dwdexo —

304 rire TOVC EMTA T £l TOUG TETPOKIGYIAMOVE, TOCOV GTUPISOV TANPOUATH KAAGUATOV HpaTe; ‘Kol AEyouoLy
[a0T®]" entd —

305 ko EAeyev adtoig Tobmm cvviete — Jesus is asking them to take the memory of past miracles and apply them in
this situation. If God miraculous fed the crowds with Jesus still being present (before his death), will He not feed them,
his disciples, miraculously if need be. Again, a key issue is that Jesus is present.

306 Koy gpyovtan i "Bnocoiddv. Kol @époustv adtd TueAov Kol Tepokolodotv adTtov tve adtod dynton —

307 oy MAOBOPEVOC THS XEWPOS TOD TVPEAOD® TEENveyKkev adTOV EEm THG KOUNG KOl TTVOAC £iC TO SUUaTo 0DTOD,
EMOEIG TAG XEIPOG QTR EMnpaTa avtov: €1 T1 "PAénelg — God through Jesus did not heal every blind person with the
same physical process, showing God’s creativity and unpredictability.

308 o GvaBréyag "Eheyev: PAET®O Tog BvBpdTOUS BTl g SévSpa bp®d mepimatodvtoc — Initial partial healing so that
Jesus has to touch his eyes twice before full healing is achieved (cf. next verse).

309 gito mAMY TETEBNKEY TOG XEIPOC ETL TOVS OPOAALOVE 0DTOD, KO SIEPAEWEV KO BTEKOTESTN KOl EVEPAETEV
FINAQVY®DG ATOVTo —

310 o Gméotethev ahTOV gig OlkoV 0dTOD Aéyov ‘UNdE gic Tv kOUNV lcédng’ — Jesus was still trying to fly
underneath the radar as much as possible. But at this point after feeding a crowd of five thousand and a crowd of four
thousand, was it going to be possible at all?

3 Koy 8E7A0ey 6 Tnoodg kol ol podntol adtod eig ‘Tog kopog Katsapeiag' thic ®iMnmov kol év T 08@ énnpdTo
ToUg MaBNThG adTod Aéyov adtolg tiva pe Aéyovoty oi &vepwmot eivar — EBC — Caesarea Philippi was at the foot of
Mount Hermon, on a shelf of land 1,150 feet above sea level and overlooking the north end of the Jordan River Valley.
Originally the city was called Paneas (the name survives today as Banias) in honor of the Roman god Pan, whose
shrine was located there. Herod Philip had rebuilt the ancient city and named it in honor of Tiberias Caesar and himself.
Thus it was known as Caesarea Philippi and was distinguished from Caesarea, the Roman city on the Mediterranean
coast.

31201 8¢ reimav 0dT® Aéyoviec' T[8t1] Twdvvny Tov Pamtiotiy, kot kot Hilov, GAlor 8¢ 611 €ic TV TpoenTdV —
Three possibilities for Jesus’ identity according to the crowd — 1) John the Baptist has risen from the dead; 2) according
to Malachi 3:1;4:5 Jesus is Elijah either come back to life or someone like him who is a great prophet; 3) another
regular prophet like any of the prophets of old, including John the Baptist perhaps. It is interesting that the crowd is not
entertaining the possibility that Jesus is the Messiah when he has been explicitly declaring himself as such and
revealing this with his many, many miracles. But God has blinded them to the truth.

313 o adTOC EMNPOTO DTV VpEiC 8¢ Tivo, pe Aéyete givor; Tamokpioeic 6 ITéTpog Aéyel adTd 6 €l 6 xpioTodg — It
is only these close disciples whose hearts have been opened to the truth of his identity.

314 g émetipnoey avtoic Tvo undevi Aéymowv mept adtod — Even though it seems that no one out there in the crowd
of people is picking up on the fact that Jesus is the Messiah, he still does not want his identity broadcast by anyone. It is
as though he is choosing to preserve a level of opposition to him that will culminate in his crucifixion, because it is to
this that God has called him. This interpretation corresponds to the next verse of 8:31.

315 Ko 1ipEorto S1860Key adTog 6TL Sei TOV VIOV T0D GvOp@OTOL TOAAY TOOEIV KOl BT0SOKILOGHTH VoL DTO THV
TPESPVLTEPMV KL TAV GPYLEPEMV KOl TAV YPOUUATEDV KO GTOKTAVOT VL Kol LETO TPElG Nuépag avaotivol — By
the way Mark phrases this sentence, Jesus has not yet been explicit with even his closest disciples about his suffering
and death. Indeed, he wants them to realize that this is “necessary” for his fulfilling his role before God.

316 oy Toppnoie TOV Adyov Ehdder *. kol TpocsAaPopevog ‘6 TTéTpog adtov fipEato mtiudy avtd — Peter still has
a vision of powerful success and suppression of Jesus’ enemies, which he has not relinquished and refuses to in spite of
what Jesus just said. In other words, Peter’s “Messiah,” which he just expressed is only a conquering Messiah and not a
suffering Messiah. This will have to change for Peter and anyone else who authentically chooses to believe in Jesus.

317 6 8¢ EmMGTPUPELS KO 1MV TOVE PoONTOG adToD Emetiuncey T ITétpm kol Aéyer Umoye Omicw pov, catova, 6t
00 QPOVEIG T TOD Be0D GALG TG TOV GvBpdTmv — Options for why Jesus calls Peter Satan — 1) Satan is directly
influencing Peter and causing him to reject what Jesus just said; 2) Peter is acting like a Satan, i.e., an adversary, who is
opposing Jesus by refusing to believe what he just said because it involves the appearance of defeat instead of victory;
3) Satan is indirectly influencing Peter through the Jewish culture which has chosen to be blinded to the OT passages
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which teach a suffering Messiah in addition to a victorious Messiah.

The things of God are the suffering of the Messiah for the express purpose of Jesus’ becoming mankind’s savior from
God’s eternal condemnation, while the things of man are freeing the Jews now from the Romans and all other enemies
which is only a temporary and earthly salvation in comparison to what God has in store for all those who embrace Jesus
as their Messiah and High Priest. This is to say that an immediate victory against the Romans relieves temporary
suffering for the Jews, which certainly is attractive, but it does not solve the problem of eternal punishment and
destruction for them. This is in line with what Jesus goes on to say in 8:34-38.

318 Kol mpockaesduevog TOV SxAov cUV Tolg pabnTaic ovTod eimev ovTolc ‘el TIC' BEAEL OTIG® LoV TGiKOAOVOELV,
ATOPVNOAGH®O EQVTOV KOl GPATO TOV 6TALPOV 0DTOD Kol GkolovBeite pot — Jesus is saying that he does not yet
exist to make people’s lives easy and free the Jews from their enemies. Indeed, they are going to have to suffer like him
if they honestly want to be his disciples and follow him.

319 5¢ yop £V BEAN THY “YuYHY adToD’ cdGAL GTolécel aOTHY OC & GV TGmoAécEl “THV WuxNy adToD” Evekey
“1gnod kol Tob gvayyedion’ cwoel avtiv — For the time being, Jesus is urging his disciples to let go of needing to live
in the millennial kingdom when the Messiah and Jesus will rule the world and instead be willing to give up their earthly
existences and any kind of easy life if God so desires so that they can acquire eternal salvation and life.

320 i yop "deLEl "EvOpmTOV ‘KepSHoan TOV KOGUOV BAOV Kol {nuimBfivan Thy yoxmv adtod — Indeed, if any Jew
has to experience all the abundance and fullness that this life offers, including living in the millennial kingdom now,
then he is giving up his true existence and obtaining eternal life later.

321 i yap 801 GvOpOTOC AVTAAAAYLO THS WuXHC 00TOD —

322 5¢ yop £V EMoNGYVVOT He KOl TOVC EHoVE PAGYOVC £V TH Yeved ‘TadTn TH LOWOAISY KO GpapTOA®, Kol 6 Vidg
700 GAVOPOTOL EXOoYLVONGETUL AVTOV, dTav EAOT v Th 80EN TOoD TUTPOG COTOD "UETH TAOV AYYEA®V TAV Gyimv —
Whoever is not willing to follow a crucified Messiah during this important time when Jesus’ responsibility is to allow
himself to be crucified by the current Jewish generation will not find Jesus as the Messiah being of benefit when he
comes later to set up his kingdom on earth and to bring salvation and mercy from God to those who are authentic
believers and for whom he can act as eternal High Priest.

323 Ko #leyev adToic Gpmv Aéym duiv 6T1 eioiv Tiveg *®de TV £6TNKOTOVE T oiTiveg 0D PN YEVG®VIAL BOVATOL
émg °av dnotv v Pactigiov 100 60D éAnrvdviav év duvauel — Options for what Jesus means — 1) Some of his
listeners will not die physically until Jesus returns and sets up the Kingdom of God and Israel on the land of Israel so
that authentic believers can experience this kingdom firsthand; 2) Some of his listeners will not experience eternal
death until Jesus returns and sets up the Kingdom of God and Israel on the land of Israel.

#1 does not make any sense in the light of the sequence of events in the prophets and Revelation. So #2 makes more
sense and is thus a negative statement to the effect that unbelievers will rise in the 2" resurrection of Revelation 20 at
the end of the millennial kingdom and receive God’s condemnation and destruction.

Why is Jesus saying this? As an add-on to what he just said about this adulterous and sinful generation of unbelievers
and hardhearted Jews. They will experience God’s eternal condemnation, but it will come later.

324 Ko petd nuépog €€ maporoufdver 6 Incovg tov Iétpov kot tov Tdkopov kot °tov Todvvny ko dvogépet
oVTOVG €16 6pOg VYNAOV KT 18lav HOvoug. ko T HETELOPQ®ON unpocbev avtdv — Was it just Jesus’ garments
which became bright white, or did his head and face shine also? Luke says that his face became different.

325 oy To indTior dToD Eyéveto oTiABovTo Aevkd Aoy, olar Yvopede EmL THC YR 00 SVvaTol 0BTMC AevKaveol —

326 o deM adtoic HAog ovv Mobosl kol foav cvilaiodviec 1¢ Incod — Luke adds that they were speaking to
Jesus of his departure (t1v €€0dov avtoD) which he was about to accomplish (rAnpodv = fulfill) in Jerusalem, probably
encouraging him as those .

It is interesting that Elijah is mentioned before Moses, when it seems that Moses is more important in history than
Elijah.

327 ko dmokpiBeic 6 TTétpog Aéyer T Incod: popPpi, kalov E6TIv NUAC MSE elvol, Kol TOUCOUEY *TPEIC GKNVACY,
oot plav kol Movoel piov kol ‘HAig pioev — And the purpose of the tents is  ? Options — 1) to worship all three as
they would worship God; 2) to show respect to all three as they would to three holy men; 3) to show respect to all three
as they are to God’s Messiah, as though Elijah and Moses have played almost as equally important roles in Israel’s
history as the Messiah.

In the light of the next verse, #2 is probably correct as Peter’s mind may have been a jumble of relatively incoherent
ideas because he was so frightened and terrified. We can assume that somehow it became clear to Peter, James, and
John that these other men were Elijah and Moses.

328 o0 yop fider i "amoxpiOf, ‘Expopor yop EyEvovto® —

329 oy gyéveto ve@én EmoKIGLoVoa TaDTOIG, KO "EYEVETO QMVI €K THC VEPEANC 0DTAC £6TILV O VIGC OV 6
ayonntog T, ‘akovete awtod' — cf. Mark 1:11 when God said basically the same thing after John baptized Jesus. Clear
supernatural (God’s breaking into the creation and revealing Himself in a manner other than simply creating events
involving human beings only) confirmation of Jesus’ identity as the Son of God and Davidic king. There is the added
element of the importance of Peter’s, James’, and John’s learning from what Jesus says.

30 ey EEQmIVOL TEPIPAEWCLEVOL OVKETL 0VSEVOL €180V “GALG TOV Incody uévov ued éavtdv' — All of a sudden, the
scene is over, and it is time to leave.
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B Koy katofaivéviov' advtdv "ék 1o §poug diecteilato avtoic tva pndevi & eldov Sunyrcovrol, &l un étav 6
V10G T0D AvOpOTOL €K vekpdV Gvaotf — As usual, because Jesus was set on reaching the goal of his life on earth
during this first appearance of his, Jesus did not want to detract from it and both dying on the cross and rising from the
dead by spreading the news of such supernatural occurrences like this.

32 o 1OV ASyov ékpdinoav mpog £0ToNE GVINTODVTES Ti E0TLV ‘10 €K vekpdY dvastiivon’ — Everything that Jesus
is going to be required to do and will happen to him miraculously still is not making sense to even these disciples.

33 Ko emnpdtov avtov Aéyovieg 6t1 ‘Aéyovowv ol ypappotelc' 611 HAiov Sei éA0eiv mp@dtov — cf. Malachi 4:5,5 —
Mal. 4:5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the
LORD. Mal. 4:6 “He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers,
so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”

It is interesting that they do not say that the scriptures say this. Are they thinking on the basis of ideas they have had to
change regarding the OT’s teaching of the Messiah that maybe they are wrong with respect to Elijah’s coming too?
345 8¢ e adtoic T HAiag °uev EMOOV TPATOV "ATOKOOIGTHVEL TEVTO: KOL TG YEYPOTTOL £TL TOV VIOV TOD
AvOpdTov ivor ToAAG TGO Kol 'E€ovdevnof — Jesus affirms the truth of Malachi 4:5,6 which most likely corresponds
to Revelation 11:1-13.

They are asking about Elijah, but he directs their attention to him as the Messiah and the fact that the OT states that he
will be mistreated by the Jewish leadership and then (implied) even suffer death on the cross at their hands.

35 Gare Ay dpiv 811 ko HAiag EAqAvbey, ko émoincov avtd oo fi0ehov, kabog yéypomtor & avtév — cf.
Matthew 11:14 — Matt. 11:14 “And if you are willing to accept iz, John himself is “Elijah who 'was to come.

Even though Jesus directs their attention to him, he is willing to refer to John the Baptist as an Elijah-like person who
has called the Jews to repentance in the light of the Messiah’s presence but has been executed by Herod Antipas
because of his speaking truth into that culture.

36 Ko €A00VTEC TPOC TOVC LOONTAC €180V’ BYAOV TOALV TEPL ADTOVS KO YPUUUATEIS GV{NTODVTOC TPOG ADTOVS —
37 ko 00V waC O GYAog I80VTEC 0HTOV EEEBUUPNONGOV KOl TTPOGTPEYOVTES NOTALOVTO QHTOV —

38 oy EmnpidTNOEY AOTOVC TL GV{NTEITE TPOG AVTOVS —

B9 Koy ‘amekpion adtd €ig £k 10D Sxhov™ SdGoKUAE, Hveyko TOV VGV Hov TPOC G€, EXOVTO TVedua GAUAOV —

340 oy Bmov °av aHTOV KOTAAGPN Pricoel °lanTdv, Kot Gepilel kol Tpiler Tovg 086vTag Kol Enpaivetor kol giro;
T01g LOONTOIG 60V Tva avTo EkBAA®GLY, KOl 0VK TGYVoOY —

316 8¢ amokploeic oHTolg Aéyer ® yeved GTIGTOC, fm¢ TOTE TPOC VUAS ECOUL EOC TOTE GVEEOUOL DUV, PEPETE
ovtov mpog pe — Options of what he means — 1) the disciples and the crowd are without genuine changed hearts and
therefore without authentic belief so that God is not going to respond to them and heal the boy; 2) the disciples and the
crowd think that healing people is a kind of magic act that anyone can perform rather than it being something which
God does through the Messiah to reveal and confirm his identity, so that it should be obvious to everyone that they will
have to wait until Jesus comes back for him to heal the boy.

#2 makes more sense, and Jesus adds that people’s lack or recognition of him as the Messiah is difficult for him as he
approaches closer and closer to his death at the hands of the Jewish leaders and a crowd just like this. Nevertheless,
Jesus will heal the boy and calls for him to be brought to him.

342 oy Hiveykow avTov TPOg oHTOV. Kol IOV adTOV TO TVEDUa eDOVC "TGVVESTAPUEEY ADTOV, KOL TECMY ML THE YHC
€kvhieTo apilov — Yet no crying out by the spirit as to Jesus’ identity as the Messiah. So is this strictly physical
epilepsy and not an actual unclean spirit or demon? But then why would epilepsy cause him to go into a fire or water?
And Mark labels this as an “unclean spirit” in 9:25 along with Jesus’ calling it a “deaf and mute spirit.” So more likely
demonic in nature.

343 oy ETNPATNOEY TOV TOTEPOL 0DTOD TEGOC YPOVOG EGTIV "MC T0DTO Yéyovev adT®; 6 8¢ eimev £k mandidfev — Is
Jesus just curious, or does he showing a caring heart for the boy? The latter as the Messiah makes more sense. And it
has been happening a long time.

344 oy TOAAGIKIG KO £i¢ TP adTOV EPakev Kol £ig Tdotal Tvo moAéon adToV AL €l TL SYvn, BorBnooV Huiv
onhayxvicOeig €p Muag — Here Jesus explicitly encounters the unbelief of the generation that he mentioned above, the
lack of understanding that God uses miracles to reveal Jesus as the Messiah, so that of course he is able since he is the
Messiah.

345 6 8¢ Incodg eimev ovT@ ‘TO £l SVvI, TAvTa Suvortd 1@ mietevovtt — Therefore, Jesus focuses on the man’s
conditional statement, “If you are able,” and he teaches the man that God can perform any reasonable miracle through
him as the Messiah, but it takes a changed heart with a mind that has been opened to receive truth and then grasp the
purpose of the miracle as evidence of authentic belief.

346 renpg kpdEog 6 Tothp ToD moudiov T Edeyev mioTev Poret wov TH dmictig — Great response by the man is
demonstrating that God is at work in his heart that he is grasping all this truth, but he knows that he is still in the
infancy stage of doing so. Therefore, he asks Jesus to help him grow beyond this stage and become a wiser and more
confident believer in the truth that he is the Messiah.

347 18mv 8¢ 6 Incotg 6Tl EMGVVTPEXEL T GYAOC, EMETIUNGEY T TVEVUOTL PTH GKAOEPTON AéymV avTd TO GAaLoV
KOl KOQOV TVEDUX, £YD *EMITAGo®m 601Y, ££eA0e €€ avToD Kol unKETL elcENONG €ig aOTOV —

348 1ol KpAENC KO TOAAL OTapdEa SERAABEY T Kol £Y€veTo MOEL VeKpos, MGTE °TOVE TOALOVS Aéyewy GTi Améfove
— Finally free of the demon, the boy’s body just relaxes completely and he lies still for a few moments.
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349 6 8¢ Incodg kpaThoog Thg XePOg oHToD Hyepey odTOV, kol GvésTn —

330 Ko eiceld6vTog adTod eig 0ikov oi padntol avtod kot idiav Ernpodtov adtév "8TL fueic ovk Nduvienuey
ExPadelv 0Tl —

31 o eimev adtoic' T0DTO TO YEvog év 0VSeVi Svvarton EEAOELV el UM &v Tpoosevyd — Options for what Jesus means —
1) Some demons can be cast out simply by commanding them, while others require the extra step of praying that God
will cause the demon to leave; 2) All supernatural actions of a miraculous-like nature where power is exercised over the
created reality in this way requires prayerful belief (key word — belief) in Jesus as the Messiah and not just an attitude
of magic where it is though that words are the means to influence forces in the creation that otherwise are beyond our
control and require some sort of religious process to manipulate them.

332 K Giceiev £E€eA06vTeg "mapemopevovio dud i FalAaiog, kol ovk Hfelev iva T1C yvol —

333 ¢5i8aoKkev Yop TOUG HABNTAC 0VTOD Kol ELeyev adToic 6TL 6 VIOC TOD GvOpOTOL Topadidotor eig yeipag
AVOPATOV, KOl GTOKTEVODSLY aOTOV, KOl ATOKTOVOELG ‘UeTd TPElG NUEPOS’ dvactioeTal — Jesus is starting to bear
down and get himself and his disciples ready for his crucifixion since this is the second time that Mark has said that he
mentions his death and resurrection this way (cf. Mark 8:31). The more time that he can spend with them preparing
them for this horrific event, the better they will be able to handle it and beyond when they become his authoritative
spokesmen as apostles after his ascension.

334 01 8¢ fyvoouv 1O pAla, Kol PoPotvTo avTov émepmtiicor — God continues to blind their minds to the sense of
what Jesus means. He is telling them, but they are not yet grasping that the Messiah must die and then will rise from the
dead. If they did not understand, we can be gracious towards others who lack the ability to grasp this.

335 Kan MA0ov eig Kagapvaovp. Kal év i oikig yevéuevog éxnpdto odtove: Tl év Tf 08@ Sieloyilece —

336 o 8¢ éo1dmOV TPOC BAAAOVS YOp SredéxOnoay Pév TH 68®" Tic ueifwv — There are still all sorts of problems with
his disciples. They are not grasping the seriousness of Jesus’ going to Jerusalem to DIE, and they are still caught up in
worldly thinking and the goal of became great according to the world’s manner (inferred from Jesus’ response).

37 kol kaBicog EpdvNoey ToVg dddeka Pral Aéyel adToic €1 Tig BEAEL TPOTOC VUL, E6TAL TAVIOV §GYATOC KO
naviov Sidkovog — An important principle of the biblical message is that a humble attitude of serving that may not
receive any recognition from people for what one does is the only way to acquire greatness in contrast to setting out to
become known as great by one’s great achievements.

338 oy MaPov mandiov E6TNoey adTO £V HECH ODTOV KO EVOYKOAMGGUEVOC aDTO ElmeV adTolg —

339 5¢ Gv "Ev 1AV To10VTOV TOSimV® SEENTOL ML TA OVOMOTL LoV, EuE SéxeTor KoL “OC Giv Eue SéxnTan’, ovK Sue
déxetar aAL TOV amooteilovtd pe — In the world, typically the way to become known for one’s greatness is to
associate with and even lead great people by accomplishing great things, but within the biblical worldview greatness is
acquired by associating with the humble and lowly people of the world, i.e., those like children, and serving them as
Jesus would by truly caring for them and all their needs. This also is what results from fully acknowledging and
embracing what God is doing through Jesus as the Messiah for the sake of the eternal Kingdom of God.

360 Epn adtd 6 Todvvng” S18Gckole, el80pév TIva &V 1@ OVOLOTI 6oV EKBAALOVTO Saudviar “kol ekmAvouev
o0Tov, 611 0VK NKoAovBeL Nuiv' — By “following” here John means physically traveling with us in our group and thus
showing publicly and externally that the person is connected to Jesus.

361 5 8¢ "Incoig eimev U KOAVETE ADTOV. 0VSELS YOp E6TIV O¢ Touoel SVvapuv €Tl 1@ dvopoTi Lov kol duviceton
TOXL KOUKOAOYTicol e —

362 5¢ yop 0vK 0TIV KOO MUY, VTEP RUAY' EGTLV —

363 °0¢ yap v motion dpdc moTHplov BSaTog v "ovépaT [wov] 6tL XproTod €ote, Gunv Aéym Huiv GTi 0v

un &roléot TOV HIobov avtod — Jesus’ perspective is that a correct, inward orientation towards God which results in a
person treating a fellow inwardly orientated sinner with care and compassion, e.g., giving the thirsty person a cup of
water, is truly for Jesus and his followers. He does not have to be in the physical group to be a bona fide disciple of
Jesus.

The person who is properly orientated towards God and Jesus and who behaves as though he is, i.e., with authentic love
and compassion, will gain the “wage” of eternal life along with all others who are and who behave similarly.

364 Koy 6¢ Giv okovdodion £va TV mKpdY TovTev TOV ‘TIeTEVOVIOV [gig eué]), KoAdV €TV 0DT® WaAlov el
TePIKELTOL LOAOG OVIKOG TEPL TOV TPAXNAOV avToD Kol PERANTON £i¢ TNV BdAaccav — In contrast to the true believer
above, the person who leads a humble, repentant believer in Jesus (“one of these little ones who believes”) to sin
against God is not only worthy of death but will incur death and destruction as his “wage” for rebelling against God.

365 Ko gaiv "okavEodiln oe 1 xelp cov, AméKoyov ATV KaASY £0Tiv e KVALOV elcelBely gl TV Lonv 1| Tag §vo
Xelpag €xovto ‘amelbelv €lg TNV yéevvay, €ig 10 nOp 10 doPestov’ — Therefore, in the process of pursuing belief and
humble love towards other believers, it is vital to become sensitive to and cognizant of how one is sinning against God
and violating His moral commandments in order to arrest such behavior as quickly as possible, which is like cutting off
or out one’s hand, foot, or eye if this part of his body is leading him into sin. In other words, do all that one can to stop
sin in his life for the sake of avoiding immorality and pursuing morality as an authentic believer who is fundamentally
interested in acquiring moral perfecting in the eternal kingdom.

366 §mov 6 GKOANE ADTOV 0V TELEVTE, KO TO TOP 0V GPEVVLTOL —

367 Ko gaiv 6 movg 60v okavEaAiln o, amdkoyov adTov KaAdv E0Tiv oe eiceldeiv eig TV Lonv x®AOV §| TovE §%0
w6dac £xovto PANORvar gig TNV yéevvay —
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368 §mov 6 GKOANE ADT@OV 0V TELEVTE, KO TO TOP 0V GPEVVLTOL —

369 Koy gaiv 6 0@BOAULSS G0V oKOVEOAIL oe, EkPoade adTOV KUAGY GE 0TIV LOVEPBOANOV eiceldely eig TV
Baciieioy 100 00D 1 V0 0@OBaALOVS Exovtar "PANOTHvVaL €ig °TNV Yéevvay —

370 §mov 6 oKOANE aVTOV 00 TEAEVTE Kl TO TUP 0V GREVVLTOL —

371 TI6ig youp mopt ddebfoeton’ — EBC — There is an insertion by a copyist of the words “and every sacrifice shall be
salted with salt.” This is a reference to Leviticus 2:13: “Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt
of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your offerings.”

Option #1 — If the copyist is on the right tract, then Jesus is saying that the fire of sin (not persecution, which is not part
of this discussion) will actually help preserve the belief of a disciple of Jesus by making him work hard at behaving
morally in line with his belief.

Option #2 — But this context also includes the fire of destruction that comes from God’s condemnation of a sinner, so
that “everyone” refers to all those who remain committed to rebelling against God, that they will be sacrificed to God
with the salt of eternal destruction.

Option #3 — In connection with what follows, the fire of true belief that salts and preserves the sanctification of a
disciple of Jesus will continue to do so as long as the belief itself perseveres. Thus, Jesus goes on to encourage his
disciples to have authentic belief in themselves where they choose to remain rightly orientated towards God which
allows them to be at peace with one another and serve one another without worrying about who is the greatest among
them and who is with them and who is not.

372 adov 1O TGAAC £V 8& TO TEAag Gvodov YéviTon, v Tivi adTO GpTiceTe; ExeTe v £000TOIG GA Kol elpnveveTte
&v aAMroig —

373 Kon ékelbev Gvootog épyeton eig o Spro Tiig Tovdaiag ‘[koi] mépav’ Tod Topddvov, Kol GUUTOPEVOVTOL TAAY
SyAotl TPoOg ATV, Kol MG eldOel TAAv £8idackev avtovg — In the light of the Pharisees’ questioning him about
divorce, Jesus probably included this subject in his teaching.

374 ‘Ko mpooelddviec Dapioaiol’ EXNPadTeOV adTOV £l EE€GTILV GVIPL YUVOIKO BTOADGOL, TEWPdlovTieg aOTOV —

375 6 8¢ amokpiBeic eimev adToic T Vuiv éveteilato Mwboiic — Jesus points to the Mosaic Covenant as the basis for
their discussion, because it is the legal framework for the Jews as God’s chosen people and as a national group who are
together obligated to obey it.

376 o 8¢ eimav ‘émétpeyev Mabofic’ Pipriov dmostacion ypdyor kol dmoridoal — Deuteronomy 24:1-3, Deut. 24:1
“When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens 'that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found
some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts i in her hand and sends her out from his
house, Deut. 24:2 and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man’s wife, Deut. 24:3 and if the latter
husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts if in her hand and sends her out of his house,
or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife, Deut. 24:4 then her former husband who sent her away is not
allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and
you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.” It does not seem that this is
something inherently evil in the former husband’s remarrying the woman, but God is placing this limit on the Jewish
people and calling it evil if they go beyond this limit. Men simply cannot use women as property and something they
can acquire, give up, and reacquire as they would an animal.

However, the Pharisees are probably misunderstanding what God is saying here about divorce. They are seeing this
commandment by Moses as an excuse to divorce any woman whom they eventually find “indecent,” i.e., undesirable
for even the smallest of reasons. This is why they use the word “permitted” for what Moses meant.

377 ¢ 8¢ Incobg eimev adToic’ TPOG THV SKANPOKUPSicy DUGY Eyporyev Duiv Thv EvioAny tovtny — Is Jesus saying
that only this commandment in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 was written with their hardheartedness in mind, or that all the
commandments of the Mosaic Covenant were given in the light of the innate sinfulness and complete rebellion against
God of each Jew (and that is true of each Gentile, too)? Thinking of Paul’s argument in Romans 7 that the MC was
given to reveal sin when people rightly sought to obey the covenant from a changed heart, the latter makes more sense.
Jesus begins by commenting that the real issue in this passage on divorce is not the indecency of the woman or
avoiding disobeying God by the first husband’s not remarrying her, but it is the hardheartedness of the Jews, so that it
is important for men to treat women with the utmost respect as human beings and not objects to possess like a car or
television.

378 amd 8¢ dpyiic kTiceng dpoev kai Oiilv Emoinoev Tavrovs — Going back to the creation account in the early
chapters of Genesis, Jesus goes on to explain that there was a specific reason why God began with one man (a male)
and one woman (a female) instead of two men and two women.

379 gvekev TovTOV KOTaAEly el GVOPOTOS TOV TaTEpa aTOD Kl THY Tuntépa B[ ke mpookodindiceton Tpo¢ Thy
yuvaike avtov ]\ — Jesus goes on to say that God’s reason for starting with one man and one woman was so that from
that point on a man would grow up, leave the environment of his family or origin which contains one father and one
mother, and end up crafting his own biblical family that starts with one man and one woman, i.e., a husband and a wife
(which was already implied in the editorial comment that he leaves his father and mother to unite with his wife). As a
result, his uniting with his wife is his loyally committing himself to her as his closest friend, companion, and partner for
the rest of his life, just as it was implied that Adam was to remain loyally committed to Eve as the first man and woman
to unite in marriage to one another simply by God’s bringing Eve to him after creating her from his rib.
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80 xai éoovran oi Svo gic odpra piov: HoTe 0VKETL gioly dVo GALY pio odpé — With respect to Adam and Eve and by
extrapolation to all (?) other husband and wife combinations, Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24 to say that the unity of Adam
and Eve was such that they could not consider themselves as mere individuals operating strictly on the basis of their
own individual desires, goals, purposes, and choices. Indeed, they were now operating in such close conjunction with
one another that they could be said to be serving God with one mind, heart, and purpose—to obey Him as completely
as possible for His eternal purposes (this last part is implied because of God’s project of bringing about the eternal
Kingdom of God).

315 0dv 6 8edg cVVELEVEEY BvBpmTOoC UT xopiéto — Is Jesus saying that every wedding ceremony involves God as
the ultimate prosecutor [initiator and continuer of a course of action to ensure bringing about its completion] of the
man’s marrying the woman? This is certainly the way modern Christians take it.

On the one hand, under the umbrella of divine determinism, God is definitely the One who joins each man to each
woman within each wedding ceremony. On the other hand, is it correct to say that every wedding ceremony is exactly
like what God did with Adam and Eve in Genesis 2? And what about the fact that the author of Genesis is most likely a
Jew living under the Mosaic Covenant (especially if the author is Moses during the 40 years in the wilderness of the
Israelites’ journeying towards the land of Canaan).

382 Ko eig tv oikiov TEAWV ol po®nTol TEPL TOVTOV EMNPOTOV ADTOV —

83 ko Méyer avtoic *O¢ &v amoAvon TV yuvaike adTod Kol youion GAANY poxdton én adtiiv — Translating én’
ovtv as “against her” is redundant. BDAG suggests “with” as the preposition to correspond to a an Aramaic phrase.
This makes more sense, that the man “commits adultery” with his second wife.

384 oy gav ToOTH “AmoMicaGO TOV EVEpo aDTAG Youhon GALOV' potxdiTon’ —

385 Ko mpocépepov adtd moundio tvar Fovtdv Gymron® ol 8¢ podntol ‘énetipncov adtoic’ — The parents wanted
Jesus to touch them as a kind of divine blessing (cf. 10:16). If Jesus was healing people by touching them, then
certainly touching any other person would be worth something as far as God’s goodness towards this person was
concerned. But the disciples did not see it this way. Taking up Jesus’ time with such insignificant ones as children were
in that society was not worth it as far as the disciples were concerned.

386 18mv 8¢ 6 Incovg NyovaKINoey Kol T elmev avToic dpete T0 mondio épxecOan TPog te, P koAdete ovTd, TAV
yop toovtev éotiv 1 Pacireion Tod BeoD — In other words, the Kingdom of God belongs to people who are willing to
act humbly in this culture, facing into the depth of their sin and genuinely repenting before God in order to obtain His
mercy. Jesus does not mean that adults should remain childish and not become mature adults, or that they should
remain limited in their understanding of God by not studying the scriptures diligently, but that true followers of God
and him should become humble in regard to their sin and what they deserve and remain such even in their maturity as
adults.

Children recognize that they have a legitimate authority in their lives—their parents, and that they are morally obligated
to, indeed, they desire the strong, loving, and wise guidance of their parents. Jesus is implying that the people of his day
in Israel have not properly recognized all that it means to have God as their authority, because they have not
sufficiently faced into the depth of their sin when repenting before God. They have not adequately humbled themselves
in order to obtain His eternal mercy.

37 gunv Aéyo dpiv, ¢ v un déEntan T Pactreioy 10D 020D Mg Toudiov, od un eicérdn eic adtiv — This is to say
that whoever does not humble himself before God through genuine repentance as children are required to humble
themselves before adults in that culture will not enter into the Kingdom of God.

388 o EvorykaMoGueEvoC adTd KoTeVAGYEL TIBEIC TOG Xeipag én avtd — To have Jesus say something like, “God, 1
pray that you bless this child,” would be the best thing that could happen in this life to any person, because what he
means is for God to grant a sanctified heart and authentic belief and obedience to the child/person. And because it is
Jesus who is asking, God the Father would grant the request, resulting in eternal salvation and life for him/her.

389 Ko éxmopevopévou antod eig 680V ‘mPosSpopmv €l Kol YOVUTETHOAS 0DTOV EXNPMTO OOTOV: SI8GCKOAE
ayadé, 11 Tomon iva Lonv aidviov kAnpovopricw — It does sound as though this man, a Jew and therefore someone
educated in the OT ideas of the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel, has grasped the significance of Jesus as the king
of not only the earthly Kingdom of Israel, but also the eternal Kingdom of God, which possibly in his mind are the
same.

390 6 8¢ Tnoobg eimev avTd Ti pe Aéyelg Gyoddv; ovdeig dryo8o¢ i un ic 6 Bedc — The man probably meant the word
“good” to be simply a polite way of referring to Jesus, as if he were saying, “My good man,...” But Jesus wants him
think more carefully about this word, because he could use it to refer to Jesus as not only morally perfect, but also the
very icon or image of God on earth. Therefore, it really is as though he is asking God Himself how he can obtain the
most precious commodity and most important of God’s promises to human beings.

I 28c EvioAdC OI80C Ui} YOVEDONS, Wi LOLYEVONC, 1T KAEWNGS. 1T WeVSOUOPTUPIONS, BUT GTOCTEPHONC.\ Tiler TOV
rotépa oov kai thv untépa — Jesus’ response is a list of the Ten Commandments which involve how the Israelites
were to treat one another, without murder, adultery, stealing, false witness, wrongful deception for personal gain, and
with honoring the authorities in one life as a person is growing up, his mother and father.

3926 8¢ TEpn avTd diddoKkale, TODTO TAVTO EQUANEGUNY ék vedTnTog pwov — Options for what the man means — 1)
he has always performed these commandments outwardly without ever violating them, and considers himself as having
made himself worthy of (or at least qualified through his efforts for) God’s promise of eternal life, 2) he has always
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sought to perform these commandments outwardly, albeit without success every time, while also acknowledging their
value inwardly with a desire to obey them always, in spite of the fact that he has not, i.e., with a sanctified heart.

The rest of the conversation makes sense in the light of #1 but not #2.

3930 8¢ Inoodg EuPAEYOC DT NYGTNOEV DTOV KOl €imey adTd * &v e DoTepel: Vmaye, foo €xe1C TOANGOV Kol
80¢ °[toig] TTmyo0lg, Kl EEE1g BNGAVPOV €V OVPOVA, KOl deDpo GikorovBel pot [Gpoag TOv 6Towpov] — Jesus must have
picked up on something within this man that made him not only want to love him, but also want to press him into
recognizing that he still lack a depth of repentance and desire for eternal life by commanding him to go beyond the Ten
Commandments to giving up the things of this world in order to gain the things of the eternal world, specifically what
he had asked, eternal life. The treasure in heaven would be life eternal and morally perfect, which together are worth
more than all the wealth in the world.

394 6 8¢ oTvYVaoOC £l T AOY® ATAAGEY Avmovuevog [V YOp Exov kTiuote ToAld — The Mosaic Covenant says
nothing about selling all of one’s possessions. In fact, it says that wealth is a blessing from God, which implies that the
wealthy should keep doing what they are doing in order to obtain even greater blessings from God. So of course the
man would have been shocked to hear Jesus say this. And it obviously involved considerable loss for him, so that he
should experience great grief and sadness at having to give up so much which he was used to having as part of his life
and to seeing as God’s affirmation of his obedience and being one who is qualified to obtain eternal life. But the issue
was probably not his truly selling everything he owned, but his willingness to give up things in his life which seemed
so naturally a part of it and his obedience to the Mosaic Covenant in order to gain eternal life. Obeying the particular
moral commandments of the Mosaic Covenant is certainly good and right. But loosely holding on to the things of this
life, even if they are a blessing from God within the Kingdom of Israel, in the light of eternal life is at the heart of the
issue too.

395 Ko mepipAreydpevog 6 Tncodg Aéyel 1ol podntoic ovtod TdC SuoKOAMS 0l TO XPHUATO §XOVTEC €ig THV
Baotielov 10D Beod eicelevcovion — Money is necessary for life, to exist in this world by being able to buy when
necessary food, clothing, shelter, transportation, and even entertainment. But it also provides us with the opportunity to
carry out the illusion that we can manipulate and control reality in order to fulfill our fantasies that we believe will
bring a level of fulfillment and satisfaction to us that fills out the void of such that we experienced as children because
our parents were not omnipotent and could not make us feel as fulfilled as we longed to be. In other words, money
gives us the illusion that we are omnipotent when our parents were not, rather than our accepting that we are ordinary,
less than powerful human beings who will encounter both unavoidable heartache and unavoidable pleasure in life.

And the wealthy are so prone to count on their money to be the controlling factor in their lives that they will find it
difficult to allow God and His promise of mercy and eternal life to be this controlling factor.

3% o1 8¢ poONTOL E00UPOBVTO ML TOlg AOYOIC 0DTOD. 6 8¢ Tncolg TAAY GrokplOeic Aéyel adTOlC TKVOL, TAC
dVoKoAdV 0TV T gig TNV Pacirieiov 100 0e0D giceldelv — In fact, Jesus would say as he does in John 3 that entering
into the Kingdom of God is impossible apart from God’s miracle of inwardly changing a sinner’s heart and orienting
him permannently towards God, His love and grace, and the promise of eternal life.

397 sepkommdTepdV E6TIV "KGUNAOV S °[Tfc] Ftpupoaidg °[tic] Tpapidog Siedbeiv §| TAovoiov ei¢ v Paciieioy
100 0e0D eloelfeivy — Jesus is saying more explicitly than in the previous verse that it is impossible for people, who
because of their immoral bent to use money to control life and fulfill their unsatisfying fantasies, to become qualified
for eternal life in and of themselves. This is obvious because certainly it s impossible for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle.

EBC — Jesus supports his statement in v.23 by an amazing proverb. Moule paraphrases it thus: “It is easier to thread a
needle with a great big camel than to get into the kingdom of God when you are bursting with riches” (Gospel of Mark,
p- 80). Attempts have been made to play down the meaning of this proverb. A notable one identifies the “eye of the
needle” with a gate leading into the city of Jerusalem before which camels had to kneel in order to get through. But the
existence of any such gate is doubtful. As Rawlinson (p. 141) says, it has “no authority more trustworthy than the
imaginative conjectures of modern guides to Jerusalem.” Furthermore, this interpretation fails to recognize the
picturesqueness of Jesus’ speech or to grasp the full force of what he is saying—viz., that “for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God” is indeed “impossible.” The proverb was not lost on the disciples. As their question “Who then can
be saved?” shows, they completely understood it.

398 o1 8¢ TepLooMC EEEMAIOGOVTO AéyovTeg ‘mpdg EvTOVE™ Kol Tic dYvatal cwbfvon — As the disciples are probably
thinking of wealth within the context of the Mosaic Covenant, that it is a blessing from God which affirms the person’s
righteousness and good standing before God, then their question is even more expected in the light of their confusion.
This is to say that, like probably most Jews of Jesus’ day, his disciples have not yet grasped the necessary inward
dynamic of God’s work in morally depraved sinners in order for them to become genuinely qualified for eternal life
and salvation.

399 raupréyoc avtoic 6 Tnoodg Aéyer Tapd AvOPOTOLS GdVVOITOV ¢, GAL 0D Tapd Bed TAVTA YOp SVVUTH TOPH TG
0e@®' — Indeed, Jesus affirms that the necessary inward change for sinners is impossible for them to accomplish
themselves. It takes God to cause this change to happen, so that both wealthy people and the poor can enter into eternal
life.

400 "Hpgato Aéyetv 6 ITétpog ardtd 180 Hueic denirouey Tdvio kol Mrolovbrikouév ot — Peter, always the first to
want to justify himself before God and Jesus during this time before he truly grasps all the truth (cf. Acts 2 and his first
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speech at Pentecost), puts forth the idea that his fellow disciples and he have become poor for the sake of following
Jesus. Therefore, they have done the impossible, right?

4L egom 6 Tnoodc™ auny Aéyo Opiv, 0vdeic éoTv O¢ Gpfikev oikiav 7 GdeApove T GdeA@OC T unTépa §| TaTéPQL

T 7 1ékva 1| dypovg €vekev uod kol °Evekev 10D gvOyyEMOU —

402 2w M AGPN EKOITOVTOTANGIOVOL OVDV €V T® Kop® ToVTe folkiog Kol d8eA@ODE Kol GSEAPAC Kol "UNTEPAC KON
TEKVOL KL GYPOvG METH S1oYU®V, KAl €V T@ aidvi T) €pxopéve Lonv aidviov' — Rather than rebuking Peter for his
self-righteous arrogance, Jesus responds to him by affirming that it is necessary to leave/abandon everything in this life
and that the result will be to come into even greater possessions in both relationships and “material goods” in eternal
experiencing a degree of hostility from the rest of the world, whose hearts are not on the same page and looking
forward to eternal life regardless of a person’s experience in this realm.

403 roAdol 8¢ Ecovial mpdtol Eoyator ko °[oi] éoyator mpdTot — In this context, the first are the wealthy who
become last by trusting in their money to control reality and gain fulfillment and satisfaction in it, while the reference
to the last are the poor who become first by trusting in God alone to control reality so that they experience the level of
fulfillment and satisfaction that God wants for them.

494 Hoov 8¢ év i 08® dvafaivovreg eig Teposoivpa, kot v Tpodyov adtods 6 Incode, ko 0aupodvto, ol 8¢
&KxoAoVOODVTEG £POPODVTON. Kl TUPUAAPOV TAALY TOVG ddeka HpEaTo avTOlC Aéyelv T& HEALOVTOL OOT®
ovppaiverv — Options for the amazement and fear — 1) that commitment to Jesus requires such a high degree of giving
up the things of this life and that will result in persecution from the world in order to obtain eternal life and salvation
(that which precedes the verse), 2) that their leader, Jesus, is going to be so mistreated by the Jewish leaders that they
will condemn him to death, that he will die, and then he will rise from the dead after three days (that which follows the
verse).

Syntactically and as the story proceeds in this and other gospel accounts, #1 is more coherent. All the disciples are still
bewildered by Jesus’ statements regarding people who enter into eternal life. Plus, they never fully grasp, indeed they
seem to discount completely, his comments about dying and rising from the dead, and they do so until after these two
events take place.

405 11 1800 GvaPorivopev eic Teposdivpa, KoL 6 VIO T0D AVOPATOL TaPASOBNGETAL TOIC GPXLEPEDSIY KOl TOIG
YPOUUUTEDGLY, KO KOUTOKPIVODGLV ODTOV BOVATE KUl TUPUSOGOVGTV 0dTOV TOIg £0vESTY —

406 oy UmaiEOVOIY DT KOl EUTTVOOVOLY OOTA KL LUGTIYMGOVGLY GDTOV KO GTOKTEVODSIVY, KO ‘UeTd TPEiG
Nuépag’ dvaoctioetar — cf. Mark 8:31; 9:12. This is the third time in this gospel account that Jesus tells his disciples
that the end of his life will not be a pleasant one and that it is happening soon. Literally, the final Davidic king and
Jewish Messiah will be so rejected by his own people that they will make sure that he dies. However, God will raise
him from the dead as part of what it actually means for him to be the Messiah.

47 Koy, mpoomopevovial avtd Tokmpog kol Todvvng "ol viol Zefedoiov Aéyovieg avtd Siddokaie, BéAouev “tva, O
£av "oitoopév oe Totong Nuiv — Are they really this arrogant, “whatever we ask of you”? It would seem. So this is
further evidence of lousy condition of the human heart, even for those who have been following Jesus for almost three
years and who have been taught by him about the Kingdom of God, including the importance of humility (cf. 10:13-15
regarding the humility of children).

408 5 8¢ eimev avtoic Tl O€Aeté [ue] movjom Vuiv — Jesus is saying, “Ok, I’ll play along for the sake of finding out
what you want.”

409 o1 8¢ eimov adT@ Sd¢ MUIVN Tva el Toov &k Se&1dV* Kol gl “€¢ dproTepdY’ Kabicmpev &v 1 86&n cov — They
want the positions of the highest status just below Jesus’ as the Messiah in the Kingdom of God. Incredible, and yet this
is the condition of the human heart.

410 5 8¢ Tnoodg eimev adTolc 0VK 01dTE T OiTeicOe. SVVaIGHE Tielv TO TOTHPLOV O EYd Tived 1| TO PAmTioNe O EYd
Bantitouon panticobfivar — It is not just that they are asking for something that only God the Father can grant according
to His sovereign plan (cf. 10:40), but if they are saying that they are so committed to Jesus that they desire a kingdom
status just below his, then the question is whether or not they are willing to experience the same treatment in the world
and from the world as he will?

411 o1 8¢ eimov °odTd duvdueda. 6 8¢ Tncodg eimev oHTolc TO TOTNHPOV O &yd Tive Tieshe kal 10 PATTION O Y0
Bartilopon BanticOnoecde — But they do not yet grasp what Jesus has been saying about his dying at the hands of the
Jewish leadership. So how can they say that they are willing to go through what he is going to suffer? Really, they
cannot. Yet, Jesus (from God the Father) tells them that they will suffer as he will because of their association with him.
412 15 8¢ kobicon £x SOV LoV 1 €€ eVmVIPOY 0vK F6TIv EuOV dodvar, GAL oi¢ Ntoipactal — God the Father has
prepared the various places and roles in the Kingdom of God for those whom He has chosen for these. Therefore, what
James and John have requested is out of Jesus’ hands, and they will all have to wait to see what God does when the
time comes. This also means that what they have asked has already been determined, so that Jesus cannot change it.
Indeed, no one can.

43 Ko dikovoovteg oi déko fipEavio dyavakteiv mept Takodpov kot Todvvov — Now envy and its resultant emotion
of anger because of the pain that the possible loss creates arises in the other disciples. They are envious of James’ and
John’s even asking Jesus for these positions of status in the Kingdom of God, and they are angry that these two may
have preempted any opportunity they may have had to gain this status. This is to say that status is on everybody’s mind
as disciples and followers of the Messiah.
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414 o Tpookalecdpevog adTovg 6 Tnoodg Aéyer odToic oidote 8TL 01 SokoDVTEC BpYElV TOV EOVHY

KOTAKVPIEVOVOLY DTAV Kol 01 ‘peydiol adtdv' kateéovoidtovov avt@dv — This becomes a wonderful opportunity
for Jesus to teach all the disciples a very important principle, that the way to become great in the Kingdom of God is to
let go of the issue of status and earning it on the basis of great work that God and all people will be able to recognize in
the midst of these people acquiring great power to exercise their authority, i.e., that will be public knowledge and
verifiable and felt by everyone as basically coercion, as is the case when we are talking about Gentile nations and their
governments.

415 o0y oBTeg 88 TEoTIV €V VULV, GAL OC Gv BEAT uéyac "yevésOal év Duiv 'EoTon UGV Sidkovog —

416 o B¢ GV BEAN &V VULV elvan’ TpdTOg foTon mhvToV dodhog — Jesus declares that it will be different for his
disciples as leaders of the movement of his followers. Greatness will not be measured by the amount of public coercion,
force, and threats that they express towards his followers. Instead, it will be measured by the level and amount of
serving in a manner that does not involve coercion but simply support at an intellectual, emotional, and physical level
so that there is complete respect for each person’s individuality and freedom to choose how he is going to be
accountable to God as his final judge.

417 o yop 6 VIOG TOD GVOPHOTOL 0VK RABEY SrarkovnOTval GALY Stakoviicon Ko Sodvon TV yuxiv avtod AdTtpov
vt ToAl@v — And the best example that the leaders of his followers will have is Jesus himself, who will serve all of
them to such a level that he willingly gives up his life, which obviously is a complete refusal to be coercive at all.
Rather than being authoritative and coercive like all human governments, Jesus will quietly and peacefully submit to
both the Jewish authorities and the Roman government as they arrest, try, and execute him. And Jesus says that this has
been his purpose all along rather than demanding that people bow down, worship, and serve him, which certainly is his
right as the icon/image of God on earth and the Messiah and king of the eternal Kingdom of God.

418 aR oy, Epyovron eig Tepryd.\ Kol éxmopevopévonv adtod 6md Tepiyd Kol TV LodnTdv adtod kol SxAov ikovod o
v10¢ Tipaiov "Boaptipaiog, T TLQAOG “Tpocaitng, £kGONTO TOPd TNV 680V —

419 o dkovoag 6Tt Inootg 6 "Nalopnvig éotiv fipEato kpdlew kol Aéyev: "vie Aowid Tncod, EAéncév pe —
Bartimaeus accurately addresses Jesus as the king of Israel, and probably having become aware of his many healing
miracles, cries out to him to grant him what he does not deserve, to be healed of his blindness.

420 oo Emetipov adT® ToALol va cronon 6 8¢ TOAG paAkov Ekpalev: it Aawid, EAéncdv pe.\ — Why would
many try to dissuade Bartimaeus from asking Jesus for help? Perhaps envy, that they want to Jesus all to themselves,
even though is a large crowd, because these are the ones who are walking close to Jesus.

21 ko 610g 6 Tnooig eimev * pOVHGOTE ADTOV. KOl GOVODSLY TOV TVPAOV Aéyovieg adT® Bdpoel, Eyelpe, PMVEL
oe — But Jesus does hear Bartimaeus above all the noise of the crowd walking and those who are rebuking him and
telling him to stop calling out to Jesus. Indeed, Jesus wants Bartimaeus to come to him, and everyone complies and
they stop rebuking him.

422 5 8¢ dmoPordv TO ipdTiov avTod dvamndicag MABeV mpog Tov Incodv — Bartimaeus must have heard Jesus speak
and knew which direction to go to get near him. Or someone led him there, and Mark does not include this detail.

423 o amokpiBeig adtd 6 Tncodg eimev i oot Bélelg morjom; O 8& TVPAOG elmev avTH "popPouvi, Tva Gvapréyem —
24 o 6" Tnoodg eimev adTd VToye, 1| TIGTIC GOV GECOKEV Ge. Kol eVOVC GivEPAeyev Kol Koovel "odTd &v Ti
08® — Thus God through Jesus was willing to acknowledge that Bartimaeus inwardly and accurately had identified
Jesus as the Davidic king of Israel so that He affirmed this for Bartimaeus’ sake as well as that of Jesus and the crowd
who would witness this miracle.

The result was that Bartimaeus chooses to become one of Jesus’ disciples and leaves Jericho with the crowd and him on
their way to Jerusalem.

425 Ko 6te mgyyilovow eig Tepoodivpa ‘eic BnBpoyh ko Bnoaviav' mpog 10 §pog *tdv élaidv, Groctédhel $00
OV padntdv avtod — Bethphage comes from K12 "2 = house of unripe figs and is a village on the Mt. of Olives just
east of Jeusalem, overlooking the temple mount, and on the other side of the Kidron Valley. At the bottom of the
mountain is the Garden of Gethsemane. Bethany possibly comes from 173Y 172 = house of answer/reply (or affliction)

and is also a village on the Mt. of Olives, on the eastern slope and about two miles from Jerusalem.

426 o Aéyer adToig VTAYETE €lg TNV KOUNV THY KATEVAVTL DUAV, Kol £VOVG EIGTOPEVOEVOL €l DTNV VpriceTe
LoV dedeuvov €@ OV 0Vdelg 0V GVOpOTOV' "Ekdbicev: AMdcate avtov kol eépete — EBC — From the vicinity of
Bethphage, Jesus sent two of his disciples (they are unnamed) “to the village ahead,” presumably Bethphage, to get a
colt v.2). The word translated “colt” (polos) can mean the young of any animal; but here, as in the LXX and papyri, it
means the colt of a donkey (cf. Matt 21:2; John 12:15). Because of the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, the donkey was
considered to be the beast of the Messiah. Jesus stipulated that the colt must be an unused one (“which no one has ever
ridden”). Such animals were regarded as especially suitable for sacred purposes (cf. Num 19:2; Deut 21:3; 1Sam 6:7).
Matthew says both the colt and his mother were brought (21:7).

Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is
coming to you; he is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.

Thus, “opposite you” means ahead of you as you stand where you are on your way to Jerusalem. Obviously, Jesus got
all this information from God the Father by direct communication (cf. John 5).
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27 ko 26V TIC Vpiv elnn T Toleite T00TO0; EiToTe T O KVPLOG 0DTOD Ypetorv Exel, Kol VOV ‘ADTOV ATOCTEAAEL
néAv' ®de — It would only be natural for the owner and friends of the owner to wonder why someone is attempting to
steal the donkey (and its mother). Therefore, Jesus is more likely saying, Count on this to happen.

428 o AoV Kol ebpov T TAAOV dedepévov Tpog T Bvpav EE Emi ToD Gpueddov kol Abovotv avtév — The
disciples were following Jesus’ instructions to the letter.

429 kol Tiveg 1@V éxel EoTNKOTOV ELeyov adToic Tl moleite AMdovieg TOV TdAOV — As predicted by Jesus.

43061 8¢ eimov adToic KobMC gimev 6 Incode, kol dpfikov avtove — Did these people know exactly what the men
meant by “Lord,” that it was Jesus the Messiah who was saying that he had need of the colt? Probably. Again, it would
seem natural that their understanding the meaning of “Lord” would be part of this conversation. How did they know?
We can only guess.

BLK oy "eépovotv Tov TdAoV Tpog TOV ITncodv kol EMPAEALOVSIY adTd TO IUETIO "adTdY, Kol T'EKdoiceV T
ovToV —

432 o ToAROL T LTI ADTAOV EGTPOGAY Elg THV 086V, BALOL 88 GTIBASNG ‘KOWaVTEG Bk TOV BYpOV' —

433 o ol mpodyovieg kol ol dkolovBodvteg Ekpalov T@oavvd evloynuévos 6 Epyduevos v oviuatt Kupiov —
Hosanna = Save now! Aramaic NJ YT, Hebrew K3 m972/im.

From notes for John 12:13, cf. Psalm 118:26, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of Yahweh. We bless you from the
house of Yahweh” (77177 1°21 DD?JD?: i DU: N27 T173) (edAoynuévog 6 épyduevog v dvéuatt kKupiov
evhoynkopev VUGG €€ oikov kvpiov). Cf. Isaiah 44:6 where the phrase 6 pociredg 100 Topani is the only place in the
OT were it is used, “Thus says Yahweh, the king of Israel and thc; One who redeems him, Yahweh of battalions, ‘I am
the first, and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me” (D"ﬁ5§ I'N ’f_@(?;m [AishIRhS! ‘ﬁw’m IR DIN23
T NN “‘NjU"'{‘T‘D mm 1?:32;4'7[;) (OBt Aéyer 6 Bedg 6 Pactiedc 10D Iopoamh 6 PVodevog ADTOV BEdC
copawd Eye ntp@dtog kot €y netd todta, TANY uod ovk éoTiv 8edg). In Isaiah 44:1-8, God encourages Israel that
they are His people whom He will save and on whom He will pour out His Spirit while also making their land
prosperous, which sounds like the millennial kingdom. Thus, the people are hailing Jesus as their Messiah, deliverer,
and instrument of prosperity from God.

434 gdhoynuévn 1 épyouévn Boasireion 100 TaTPOC NUGY Acvid "doavvd év Toic Vyictolg — The people are
recognizing that this man is the long-expected descendant of David who will fulfill God’s promise and bring about the
Kingdom of Israel, i.e., the Kingdom of God as it pertains to the nation of Israel. Do they think that it is going to
happen now? Most likely, because all the gospels indicate that the people are not comprehending the necessity for the
Messiah to suffer death on their behalf as a propitiatory offering to God. All they see is a king and not a priest with his
offering of his own body. But Jesus knows this. Thus the description in The Robe of the sadness on Jesus’ face as the
people hail him as their king.

435 Ko eiofilBev gig Teposorvpa eig 1O 1epov kol mepipAeydipevoc TavTo, "dyiag fén obong ‘Tic dpog, EEqA0ev
eig Bnbaviav peto t@v dddeko — What exactly was Jesus looking for? Probably at how “worship” was being
conducted by the people as he thought through what he was going to do the next day in the light of their manner of
worship.

B0 Kot 1) émaiplov EEeABSVIOV adT@dV Gmd Bnoaviog éneivacev — Did Jesus purposefully not eat enough breakfast
so that he really could be hungry when he approached the fig tree? Probably, because he knew that he was going to
make of the tree an object lesson and parable for his disciples and anyone who reads this story.

BT ko 18OV VKAV GO pokpdoey Exovcoy @UALG TABeY, ‘el Gpa TL edpoEL &V aOTH, Kol EABGOV ET QLOTHY 0VSEY
£0pev €l pm @VAAa “0 Yap xapdg ovk fv cvkov' — No one would be expected to find fruit on this tree during this
time of the year. So was Jesus really expecting to find any? No. But he knew that he would use the fruitless tree as a
parable for his listeners. EBC — Fig trees around Jerusalem usually leaf out in March or April, but they do not produce
figs until June.

8 Koy GmokpiBelc eimev oOTH UNKETL i¢ TOV 0idva £k 60D UNSEIC KOPTOV PAYoL. KOl KOOV 0l LoenTol adTod —
Thus, Jesus basically cursed the tree even though it was not its fault that it had no fruit on it. Many commentators
disregard this story as genuine because it seems so petty and immature of Jesus to cause destruction when he has been
healing people of their diseases and demon possession. But he is the icon of God, and God is going to destroy
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 as an act of judgment against the Jews for having rejected Him and their Messiah. And
destruction is not a waste of God’s power (as one commentator complains) when this is all His story that He is using
for His honor and glory. It seems entirely reasonable to me that God chooses to use everything within the story, both
good and evil (not that what Jesus does is evil), healing people and cursing a fig tree, etc. to demonstrate His plans and
purposes for the sake of all observers and readers to learn about God and humble themselves before Him to serve Him.
EBC — The best explanation is to see the miracle as an acted-out parable. Jesus’ hunger provides the occasion for his
use of this teaching device. The fig tree represents Israel (cf. Hos 9:10; Nah 3:12; Zech 10:2). The tree is fully leated
out, and in such a state one would normally expect to find fruit [not really; see above]. This symbolizes the hypocrisy
and sham of the nation of Israel, which made her ripe for the judgment of God. “A people which honoured God with
their lips but whose heart was all the time far from him (7:6) was like a tree with abundance of leaves but no fruit. The
best commentary on vv.12-14 and 20f. is to be found in the narrative which these verses enframe” (Cranfield, Gospel of
Mark, pp. 356-57).
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See Matthew’s version for more of what happened in this incident, but there is still no explanation from Jesus as to why
he does this.

9 Koy Epyovran eic Teposéivpa. * Kot eicelbmv eig t0 iepov’ HpEato ekPaAielv ToVC TOAODVTOC “KON TOUE
Ayopaloviag év Td 1epd, kKot TOG TPaTElog TAV KOAMPBIGTOV KUl TUG KUBESPUC TAV TOAOVVIOV TOG TEPLGTEPUS
katéotpeyev — Matthew 21:12-16 and Luke 19:45-47 do not contribute anything extra to understanding this event.

440 ot 00K Hpiev Tva Tig drevéykm okedog dud oD iepod — Perhaps Mark means through the temple mount as a
shortcut between the city and the Mt. of Olives as suggested by the EBC. Such a use is later prohibited in the Talmud.
Not only the stubborn hearts of the people (see below), but also their casual attitude towards the temple mount and the
temple demonstrates a lack of respect and reverence towards God ultimately.

Lo £8idaokey Ko EAeyev CaDTOIC 0V YEYPATTOL OTL O 0IKOC OV 0IKOC TPOCEVYTC KANONCETON IOV TOIC
£fveotv; Vuglg 8¢ ‘memomkate avTOV' oxijlaiov Anotdv — cf. Jeremiah 7:1-28 — Jer. 7:1 The word that came to
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’S house and proclaim there this word and say,
‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah, who enter by these gates to worship the LORD!””” 3 Thus says the
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 4 “Do not
trust in deceptive words, saying, ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.” §
“For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice justice between a man and his neighbor, 6 if’
you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after
other gods to your own ruin, 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and
ever.

Jer. 7:8 “Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 9 “Will you steal, murder, and commit adultery and
swear falsely, and offer sacrifices to Baal and walk after other gods that you have not known, 10 then come and stand
before Me in this house, which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered!” — that you may do all these
abominations? 11 “Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even
I, have seen it,” declares the LORD.

Jer.7:12 “But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where I made My name dwell at the first, and see what I did
to it because of the wickedness of My people Israel. 13 “And now, because you have done all these things,” declares
the LORD, “and I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and I called you but you did not
answer, 14 therefore, I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust, and to the place which I
gave you and your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 15 “I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your brothers, all
the offspring of Ephraim.

Jer. 7:16 “As for you, “do not pray for this people, and do not lift up a cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with
Me; for I do not hear you. 17 “Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?
18 “The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes for the queen
of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods in order to spite Me. 19 “Do they spite Me?” declares the
LORD. “Is it not themselves they spite, to their own shame?”” 20 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, My
anger and My wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and on beast and on the trees of the field and on the fruit
of the ground; and it will burn and not be quenched.”

Jer. 7:21 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, “Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat flesh. 22
“For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 “But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will
be your God, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well
with you.” 24 “Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and in the stubbornness of
their evil heart, and went backward and not forward. 25 “Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt
until this day, I have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early and sending them. 26 “Yet they did not
listen to Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck; they did more evil than their fathers.

Jer. 7:27 “You shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you; and you shall call to them, but they
will not answer you. 28 “You shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the LORD their God
or accept correction; truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth.

In the above passage of Jeremiah 7, the phrase “robbers’ den” is an interesting one in the context. Two things typically
are true of a robbers’ den. The first is that it is as place to hide from the law, and the second is that it is a place to plan
the next heist. Therefore, God is saying that the temple is where the Israelites are hiding from Him and where they plan
their next moves of stealing from both Him and their fellow Jews. In other words, the Israelites are using the very place
where they know they come into the presence of God actually to hide from the presence of God—ironic. In addition,
they are using the time spent performing the actions of worship of God to plan their next actions of cheating their
fellow Israelites—ironic. But “robbers’ den” does not mean only unfair and selfish economic transactions on the part of
the Israelites. Instead, the entire context points towards a meaning of first, a stubborn and evil (uncircumcised or
changed) heart so that people are operating strictly on the basis of the moral depravity at the level of their defining
moral essence, and second, actions that in some cases are probably economic (not practicing “justice between a man
and his neighbor” — 7:5) and in other cases are religious (making “cakes for the queen of heaven”, etc. — 7:18). They
think that they are hiding their rebellion against God by showing up at the temple and going through the motions of
presenting offerings to Him according to the Mosaic Covenant, when they are also using the time and place to plan

62



February 14, 2021 Translation and notes by Earle Craig
Mark

their next immoral and unjust move towards God and their fellow Jews.

Therefore, the last comment in this verse in Mark that the merchants have made the temple a robbers’ den indicates
primarily the lack of a changed heart and authentic faith on the part all these merchants who are selling, i.e., that they
have injected their own unbelief and false religion into the proper place of worship of Yahweh. Thus, they may be
engaging in fair and natural commerce, but they also may be exploiting the opportunity to sell their animals, birds, and
money by using it in an unfair and selfish way. But it also may be the case that the Levitical, temple leadership, and
especially the high priest, are being so meticulous in the inspection of animal sacrifices brought to them that only the
merchants’ animals and birds end up being acceptable to them, thus requiring the people to buy their sacrifices from the
merchants. Or they are taking advantage of the fact that some people from far away do not want to go to the trouble of
bringing their own sacrifices and are selling them what they need at an exorbitant price. Regardless of the leaders’ and
the merchants’ motivation, the primary problem is their unchanged and stubborn hearts. And it would ultimately be the
high priest who would authorize all the activities in the temple area where they all are hiding from God by being in the
very place where God requires they worship Him and they also are planning their next heist of stealing from God and
the people for their own economic gain.

cf. Isaiah 56:1-8 —Is. 56:1 Thus says the LORD, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to
come and My righteousness to be revealed. 2 “How blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who takes
hold of it; Who keeps from profaning the sabbath, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.” 3 Let not the foreigner who
has joined himself to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely separate me from His people.” Nor let the eunuch say,
“Behold, I am a dry tree.” 4 For thus says the LORD, “To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, and choose what pleases
Me, and hold fast My covenant, 5 to them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name better
than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off. Is. 56:6 “Also the
foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants,
everyone who keeps from profaning the Sabbath and holds fast My covenant; 7 Even those I will bring to My holy
mountain and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on
My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples (C”@EU"?;‘? N2 HJ?EI;TW;) (oixog
npocevyfic kKAndnoetal taotv toig §6vestv).” 8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, “Yet
others 1 will gather to them, to those already gathered.”

Because the context concerns Gentiles to a great degree, Jesus’ quote from Isaiah 56:7 probably indicates that all this
business activity is taking place in the Court of the Gentiles (nations/peoples), which is the outer area of the temple.
Therefore, the first comment pertains to the atmosphere of humility that is involved in prayer that should pervade the
entire temple and allow Gentiles (non-Jews) to come and use the temple for their own worship of God. The offering of
sacrifices with bleating sheep and cutting their throats to drain their blood is noisy enough without the hawking of these
same animals and birds by greedy, evil at heart merchants in the same area and making it difficult for the “nations” to
worship God properly. How can a person (Gentile) pray thoughtfully and humbly before God with so much noise and
commotion? And what would a visitor really be taught about God in such a situation? Certainly not that God is
merciful and gracious to sinners who do humble themselves before Him. Instead, they would learn that this is how the
Jews engage in great business activity and achieve great wealth, while merely putting on a show for God. There may
even be in the Jewish leadership’s mind using the merchants and moneychangers from preventing Gentiles from
accessing the temple, i.e., using them to keep out the riffraff.

We should notice also that Isaiah 56 speaks of Gentiles’ bringing their sacrifices to be offered on the temple altar in
addition to the Jewish offerings. Thus, the Mosaic Covenant becomes something that the Gentiles will enjoy keeping
on the land of Israel during the millennial kingdom.

EBC — When Jesus entered the temple area (v.15), the smell of the animals entered his nostrils; and the noise from the
moneychangers’ tables beat on his ears. For the convenience of pilgrims, the cattlemen and the moneychangers had set
up businesses in the Court of the Gentiles. The animals were sold for sacrifices. It was far easier for a pilgrim in
Jerusalem to purchase one that was guaranteed kosher than to have to bring an animal with him and have it inspected
for meeting the kosher requirements. The Roman money the pilgrims brought to Jerusalem had to be changed into the
Tyrian currency (the closest thing to the old Hebrew shekel), since the annual temple tax had to be paid in that currency
[cf. Exodus 30]. Exorbitant prices were often charged for changing the currency. By overturning the tables of the
moneychangers and the benches of those selling doves, Jesus was directly challenging the authority of the high priest,
because they were there by his authorization. In John’s account Jesus drove them out with a whip made from pieces of
rope. Mark does not mention a whip. Nevertheless the words “driving out” and “overturned the tables” suggest that
Jesus used force [at least on the animals and the tables, not on the people].

442 Koy fikovoov ol “Gpylepeic KoL 0l YPOUROTELS Kol E{NTOVY TAC dTOV ATOAEGMOIY £POBODVTO YAP GAVTOV, TaC
yoap 0 6xhog éEemAnooeto émi TR S18axf avtod — Jesus is clearly challenging the authority of the temple and Jewish
leadership, because it would be they who authorize all the activity that exists in and around temple. And it is difficult to
imagine that they are doing so without receiving some sort of financial gain from the merchants and moneychangers,
i.e., sharing in the profits, making it even more imperative that the merchants obtain a profit for their own benefit and
the benefit of the priests and scribes.

In addition, their fear of Jesus probably comes from not only the possibility of financial loss but also envy due to Jesus’
popularity and capturing the attention of so many people as this verse implies. If the people truly gravitate towards
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following Jesus, then the priests, scribes, and Pharisees will lose power and authority over them, in addition to money if
they are sharing in the financial gains of the merchants.

So fear from envy is a natural progression within human beings over the possibility of loss that is so uncomfortable that
the person who is causing both feelings must be destroyed.

43 Koy tov oye éyéveto, TéEemopetovio EEm Thg TOAewg —

44 Ko mopomopevdpevol Tpol 180V THY GUKAV EENpouuévny ek pidv —

445 o GvapuvnoBeic 6 Iétpog Aéyer adtd: poppl, 18e 1| ok Hv KaTnpdom EEnpavTon —

446 ol amokpoeic 6 Tnoodg Aéyel adtoic T éxete mioTiv Beod — Again, Jesus provides no explanation for why he has
treated the fig tree the way he did. Instead, he points the disciples’ to their inwardness and its effect as eventually his
apostles who will find themselves performing the same kind of miracles that he has been performing as God uses them
to proclaim and affirm the message of the good news of Jesus as the Messiah.

T Gunv T Aéyo dpiv 8TL Og Qv einn 1@ SpeL TovTE: GpONTL Ko PANONTL €l THY BAANGOAY, Kol W StokpBT év TR
Kkopdig avTod GAAL ‘TioTevn 611 O Aakel yivero, €otan’ avt@ — In the light of the whole biblical message, this lack
of doubt in their hearts and their belief that what they say is going to happen is not conjured up within them so that then
God responds to them. Instead, just as Jesus says of himself in John 5, God has communicated to them that He wants
them to speak and act so that He creates a miracle through them.

448 510, ToDTO Aéym Vuiv, mAvTo oo mPooevXEGHE KO CliTEIcOE, MioTEVETE HT1 "EAGPeTe, Kol EoTon Duiv — Again,
Jesus is confirming that the disciples turned apostles will act in line with God and His plans and purposes for the
gospel’s sake.

Koy 6tov "oTijkeTe TPOGELXOUEVOL, GipleTe el TL ExETE KOTG TIVOC, TvoL KO O TOTHp VU@V 6 &V Toi¢ 0VPavoic GeR
vuiv T Tapontopate Yudv — In addition, it will be vital that the apostles exercise complete forgiveness (as God
forgives them completely — implied) towards those who do wrong towards them as part and parcel of fulfilling their
responsibility as Jesus’ authoritative spokesmen.

40 MT — £i 8¢ Dueig ovk Gpiete, 098¢ 6 TATHP DUAY O £V TOIC OVPAVOIC BPNGEL TO TOPUTTOUATO DUDY —
cf.Matthew 6:15 —But if you do not forgive men, your Father will not forgive your moral offenses.

While the original account by Mark may not have this statement within it, the statement does fit well in the light of
Matthew 6:15 and other passages that reveal the same point, that God’s forgiveness of the apostles (and us) is
conditioned on their (our) forgiveness of others (and their (our) forgiveness of others is caused by the Spirit of God
who is working within them (us)).

1Koy #pyovron o eig TepoodAvpa. Kol &V 1@ iep®d TEPITOTODVIOC aDTOD EPYOVTOL TPOC DTOV Ol BPXLEPEic Kol
Ol YPOUUOTELG KO 01 TpesPUTEPOL —

2 ko Eheyov adT@ &v moly €€ovoia TodTa Tolelc; N Tig ool Edwkev Thv EEovoiav TavTNV Tva ToDTH TORG —
They probably want him to say, “God,” and then they can accuse him of blasphemy and condemn him.

4330 8¢ Incoig eimev adTOIC EMEPOTHOM "DUGS Evor AOYOV, °Kol GmokpiOnTé pot Kol €péd Vuiv év moig éEovsia
TOTO TOLD —

454 16 Bamtiopo 10 Twdvvou €€ ovpovod NV 7 £€ avBpodrmv; dmokpibnté pot — So Jesus plays their same game and
asks them to commit to the correct idea or not in regard to John the Baptist. And he probably has already deduced that
they will balk at answering his question so that he will not have to answer theirs. They do not deserve an answer
because they are asking out of a motivation to destroy him after catching him in a self-incriminating statement that it is
God who is giving him this authority.

435 Ko "dieroyilovio mpog eantog Aéyoviec T £V eimmpev: £€ ovpovod, Epelr St Tt °[odv] ovk EmicTEvoOTE
avTH —

436 AN eimopey €€ GAvOpOTOV; — EPOPOBVTO TOV "dYhov: Emavteg yop “eixov Tov Todvvny ‘ving 8T’ mpoenng
nv — The Jewish leaders are caught between a rock and a hard place. It is a lose-lose situation for them, unless that
refuse to answer at all.

T Koy amokpBévie “16 ITncod Aéyovowv® ovk oidouev. kol T 6 Incodg Aéyel adToic 00de &yd Aéym DUV &v Toiy
£€ovoia tadto moud — So they decide to claim complete ignorance in regard to John the Baptist, which is a lie. They
want to say, “From men.”

And now Jesus clearly has the right to refuse to answer their question.

48 Ko fip&orto adtoic £v Topaforaic Aakelv ‘EUTEAGVO GVOPOTOG EQUTEVGEY' KO TEPLEONKEY PPOYUOV KO
@pvéev VTOANVIOV Kol @KodOUNceV mipyov kol ££€6eT0 avTOV Yewpyoig kol arednuncev — The analogy is thus —
God has chosen Abraham’s descendants, the Jews, to be a great nation on the land of Israel. In addition, He has always
provided them with leadership to care for them by teaching them and directing them how to obey God properly. And
God was indeed not always obviously present among His people, thus leaving it up to the leaders to do a good job and
caring for and guiding the people well.

439 ko GméoTellev TPOG TOVC YEMPYODS TA KOP® S0DAOV Tval TOpd TOV Ye@pY®V AGRN G4mO TOV KUPTOY TOD
aurel@vog — After a time when the entire nation should have had plenty of opportunity to demonstrate authentic belief
and obedience to God through their grasping and living out the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants, God sent a prophet
to affirm that they people were living according to what God required, i.e., from changed hearts and pursuit of belief
and obedience to God’s commandments through Moses.
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460 rcory, LaBdvteg adTov Edepav kal dméctethav kevév — However, the Jewish leaders rejected God’s prophet and His
message, rendering him ineffective in their lives and the lives of the people.

401 o oAy Gméoteilev TPOg adTONS BAAOV SoDAoV Khikeivov T ékepaliocay kol rinacav — God later sent
another prophet to affirm that the people were being biblical fruitful in their behavior towards God, and again the
Jewish leadership of the time rejected him and treated him with complete disrespect.

462 oL GALOV GTECTEINEY KOKEIVOV GITEKTEWVALY, KO TOALOVG GALOVG, 0VC HEV Sépoveg, ol 8¢ dmokTévvovteg —
Indeed, God sent many more prophets to affirm the people’s proper obedience, even by rebuking them for their lack of
obedience, and some of these prophets the Jewish leadership killed while others they simply mistreated when they
rejected them. But they still refused to honor God.

463 rgTy Evar “elyev VIOV AYamNTOV Tt GTEGTEIEY FADTOV “E0Y0ITOV TPOC ODTOVE AEYmV 8TL EVIPUTHGOVTOL TOV
vidv pov — Finally, God sent His Son, the final Davidic king, thinking that the Jewish leadership would never dream of
disrespecting him, much less kill him.

464 gxelvol 8¢ ol ye@pYOl PO £0LTOVE IOV HTL 0VTOC 6TV O KANPOVOLOC SebTe GToKTEIVOUEY OOTOV, Kol U@V
goton M KAnpovouio —

465 ot AopévTec FamékTevoy adTOVE Ko EEEBadov Cadtov EEm ToD dumeddvog — But it was as if they thought they
could hold on to their positions of power and authority by killing the Son (even though they refused to acknowledge
him as the Davidic king and Son of God), and so they killed and destroyed him (they thought) to force him out of the
nation of Israel and to reject God one last truly significant time.

466 1{ °[odv] mowioEL 6 KVPLOC TOD GUTEADVOC; ELeVOETAL KO BTOAEGEL TOVE YEOPYOUS KO SOGEL TOV GUTEADVOL
dArorg — But God will destroy these rulers and give the leadership of the Jewish people to men who are authentic
followers of God, sincerely changed of heart.

467 0v8E TNV Ypopnv TodTNV GivEyveTe Aifov Ov dredokiuacav oi 0ikoSoUODVTES 0VTOC EYEVIiON €ic KePaAV yovias
—cf. Psalm 118:22,23 — Psa. 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner stone. Psa.
118:23 This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes (AiBov, v dredokinacav oi oikodopodvieg, 0VTOG
£yevnon €ig KeQPUANY YOVIOG TP KUpiov £YEVETO aTN KOl E6TLV BAVUOGTN £V 0QOOAULOIG NUAV).

In Psalm 118, the best option for interpreting the “stone” is God’s truth which involves His eternal plans and bringing
them about for sinners by means of His grace and mercy. Jesus is saying that it is all this which the Jewish leaders have
completely misunderstood and/or rejected because of the stubbornness of their hearts.

468 rapcr Kupiov €vévero ality kai EoTiv OaVUaCTY €V 6QPOQAUOIC TGV —

469 Koy, £01Touv adTOV Kpotiicon, kKol époPriencay tov SxAov, Fyvocay yop 8Tt TpOg adTog THV TAPOSOANY elmey.
skal Gpévteg avtov anfil@ov — These leaders do not have the courage to arrest and condemn a heretic like Jesus
because of his popularity and their turning the crowd even more against them. So their going away was only temporary
to provide them with the opportunity to dispose of Jesus apart from the crowd.

410 Koy 6o téAhonvoty Brpog adtovs Tvag tdv Papioainy kol 1dv Hpodiovadv tva adtov dypeicncty Adym —
According to the EBC, the Herodians were Jewish supporters of the Herodian dynasty and its authority derived from
Rome. Therefore, their alliance with the Pharisees was probably only because of Jesus and his popularity which is
shifting the acting authority from the Jewish and Roman leaders to him. As a result, all the leaders felt the need to get
rid of Jesus.

Luke includes that the leaders wanted to bring him before the governor and charge him with such a crime as to make
him deserving of execution and death (cf. Luke 20:20).

47 rKOCL 'sxeovrsg keyoucw oumx)’ 8150601(0(7\,8 0L60cusv 811 GANONG €l Kol 0V pédel Gol meEPL onstoc_; oV Yap Bxgnag

n

£i¢ TPOGOTOV AVOPOT®V, GAN €T dAndeiog TNV 080V 100 80D diddokels €ectiv “dodvar kfjvoov Kaicapt® 7| ot;
“1ddpev N un ddpev;’ — What an obvious statement from those who are only pretending to be in support of Jesus.
Basically, does the Mosaic Covenant and Torah which call for us to submit to only God’s authority and no human
authority than one God gives us within the nation of Israel, i.e., that is Jewish, permit us to submit to the Gentile,
human authority of the Roman Empire? The obvious and in certain respects correct answer is, No.

If Jesus answered, No, then they could accuse him of treason against Rome, hand him over to Pilate, and be assured
that Pilate would execute him. If he answered, Yes, they could accuse him of violating the Torah and accuse him of
clear blasphemy and then turn him over to Pilate and urge him to execute him for them, which they must have had
some confidence was a real if not certain possibility.

41270 8¢ Teidmg aHTOV TV VIOKPLGIV Eimev 0OTOIC Ti ue mewpdilete T; @épeté pot dnvdpilov vo 18w — Their
pretension and attempt to trap him was obvious to Jesus. A denarius would be a Roman coin.

473 01 8¢ Tveykow. KoL Aéyel adToig Tivog 1 elkov bty kol 1 émtypaei; ol 8¢ eirov avtd Kaicopog —

474 ¢4 8¢ Incodg eimev *ovtoic T Kaioapog amddote Kaicopt kol Té 10D 020D 1@ Bed. ko EeBodpalov €n odTd
— Actually, this works (obviously!). The denarius is not Jewish coinage and therefore does not have to be considered as
under the authority of the Torah and Mosaic Covenant. So if Rome made the denarius, then Rome owns it, and they can
give it to Rome. On the other hand, people are made by God, and they should give themselves to Him, thus satisfying
both authorities.

475 Koy #pyovron Tad8ovkoior Tpog adTov, oitivec AEYonotv GvEcTOoIV i) EIVOL, KOl ETNPOTOV GdTOV AéyovTeg —
476 S156.0kohe, Movotic Eypoyev MUY §TL €6V TIVOG GSEAPOC BTOBAEVY KO KOTOAITY YVVOike KoL ‘Ut Q@R Tékvov,
iva AGBn 0 der@og 0dTod TNV yuvaike T kol EEovacTion onépuo 1@ 6deded avtod — EBC commentary for
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Deuteronomy 25:5, “The social structure based on family and tribal divisions and relationships and the ownership of
property by tribes and families were of prime importance in the Mosaic economy. Consequently, levirate marriage, an
ancient custom in the Near East, under which a brother (or nearest relative by marriage) takes a childless brother’s
widow into his home to raise up a descendant, was of considerable importance relative to the continuity of the family
and the distribution of landed property.”

Levirate comes from the Latin levir = brother-in-law.

477 m1dL BBeEALPOL NGOV KL O TPATOC ELCPEY YVUVAIKO KO BTOBVHCK®OV 00K GQPTKEV GTEPUQL —

478 o 6 Sevtepog FAOBEV oDTNV KOl GTEOOVEY ‘UT KOTOUMTOV' GTEPUA KOL “0 TPITOS OGAVTME —

479 ko ol EmTa 0VK GETiKaY OTEPUO. ‘IECKOTOV TAVTIOV® KO 1] YOVI GTéBovevt —

480 2y 1 dvaotdoel P[Tov GvasTASIV]N TIvog adTOV £6TOL YUV OL Yap ETTO EG6YOV ODTHV YUVOIKO —

L Een avtoic 6 Tnoodc™ ov it 10070 TAAVAGHE Y e180TeC TAC YpoQaC unde Thv dvvouty 10D 6e0d —

482 Grov Youp £k VEKpOV GVOLGTAGLY 0VTE YoLoDowy ovTe youilovTol, AL eloiv O¢ dyyelot &v Toig ovpovoic — The
institution of marriage ceases in the eternal Kingdom of God in the new creation. And the reason is that propagation of
human beings is no longer necessary, because those who attain to the resurrection of the dead never die after that.

483 mepi 8¢ TV vexpdV GTu yeipovion ovk Gvéyvarte &v T PIPro Motcéng mt ToD PATov THOC Eimey 0OT® O BeOC
AMyov Eya °0 Oeog APpacu kai °[0] Oeog Toaak kai °[0] Oeog Taxopf —

44 oK EoTv T Be0C vEkPAY GALL T {dviov T! moAd mhavacode — The people who will live in the resurrection are
those who are like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, sinners who were alive by virtue of the work of the Spirit of God within
them and who will go on to attain to the resurrection of the dead and living in the eternal Kingdom of God.

485 Ko mpocelfdv €ic TV YPOUULATEOV GKOVGAS ODTAY cuNTovVImY, 80V 6Tl KOADS *Gmekpifn avToic*
EMMPOINGEV ADTOV TOIO £6TIV EVIOAT TPOIN TAVIOV —

486 (g mepiom 6 Inoodg’ “6T1 TPOTN £6Tiv drove, Topand, kKOpLog 6 BedC MUMV KBPLOC €l E6TLY —

BT i ayannoeic kvpiov OV OV cov € GANS °Tiic Kapdiog oov kol €E 6Anc ° 'Tiic wuyiic cov Pkoi €E GAnG °'tiic
Siavoiag cov\ kai €€ GAng tijg IoYVos 60V —

488 (Sentépo TN ayamioels TV TANGiov cov d¢ ceauTov. pellmv ToVTOV GAAN EVTOAY 00K EGTIV —

489 oK oy, eimev adT@ O ypoupateds KaA®dS, Siddokade, & GAndeiog eineg 6T gic EoTv Kol 0VK EoTiv GALOC AV
avTol —

40 o 10 dyamav avtov €€ GAng °Tiic Kapdiac Kol EE GAn¢ Tihc Tovvécewe Kal €€ GANG ThH¢ Fioyvoc KoL 1O dyamdv
70V TANCIOV OG EQVTOV TEPLGGHTEPOV EGTLV TAVIOV TOV OAOKOVTOUAT®V kot T Bvsi®dv — This man has grasped the
all-important fact that subjective inwardness of one’s heart and mind is more important and the basis for objective and
external bringing offerings and sacrifices to God.

Bl xon 6 Tnoodg idmv °[adtov] 6T1 vouvexdg Gimekpion eimev odT@d 00 pokpdv °'el amd THg Paciieiog 10D Be0b.
Kot 00deig ovkétt ET6Apo avtov énepwticat — Jesus means that understanding the concept of a heart and mind
committed to God and choosing to have such a heart and mind is central to qualifying for eternal life and entering into
the Kingdom of God.

2 Koy amokpiBeic 6 Tncodg Eleyev S18GOKMV v 1@ 1ep@ TOC AEYOVSV Ol YPaupUaTeic 6TL 6 XPLTOG VIOG ‘ACvid
goTIv' —

493 rohTog AL elmev €v 1A TVEVUOTL T) Gyl girev T KUPIOS TG KUpie [ov “KaBov €k SeE1dv uov En¢ Gv 06 ToVS
ExOpovs cov VmokdTe [VTorddiov] @V ToddV cov —

4% 0070 T Aoid Aéyel adTOV KBPLOV, KoL TOBeV 0vTod ETv vidg Ko °[6] o dxAog fixovev adtod 78w — In
Psalm 110, David relates how one of his descendants as the King of Israel will be not only his Lord but also his priest
“according to the order of Melchizekek.” As the author of Hebrews explains, David has figured out that in order to
obtain eternal life from God, one of his descendants as his “son” will actually rule over him in eternity and will appeal
to God for mercy on his behalf as both a permanent, eternal king and eternal priest. Thus, the Messiah is the Son or
descendant of David. But apparently the Jews of Jesus day had not been able to interpret Psalm 110 correctly in the
light of all the other passages about not only the Messiah but even the Mosaic Covenant and its highlighting the fact
that the Jews needed God’s mercy through both a priest and a sacrifice, both of which the priest according to the order
of Melchizedek of Psalm 110 would be.

495 Ko év 1 Sidayfi adtod Sheyev PAEmeTe GO TAV YPAUUATEOV TOV BEAGVIOV €V GTOAAIG TEPLTATELY KOl
ACTOGUOVG €V TUIG AYOPaig —

496 o TpoToKaBESPicG &V TOC SVVAYMYOIC Kol TpmToKAGiag &V ToiC Seimvolg —

497 o1 TkoTEcHIOVTEC TAC OlKiOC TAV XMPAOV T KO TPOPEGEL LOKPE TPOGEVYOLEVOL 0DTOL ALYOVTOL TEPIGGETEPOV
kpipa — The scribes are more interested in the approval of man than they are the approval of God.

EBC — In comments about Mark 12:40, EBC says that teachers of the Law were not allowed to be paid for their
services and relied on the generous patronage of others. They greedily preyed upon wealthy widows. In comments
about Luke 20:47, EBC says that they misused their responsibility as legal arbiters and betrayed the financial trust
innocent widows placed in them.

They will receive greater condemnation, but it will still be measured.

B8 Koy rkabicag "rkatévavit 10D yalopulakiov éBempel THS 6 SxAo¢ TPEALeL YoAKOV ei¢ TO YOLoQUAGKIOV. KOl
woALol TAovo1o1 EBaAAOV TOANG —

49 ko gMBodoa o yfpar °mreyn EPokev Aemtd V0, 6 0TIV KOSpAVING —
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300 10y, TPOGKUAEGAUEVOG TOVG HABNTAC 0DTOD "eimev adToic GV Aéym dpiv 8T1 1 xripo ot N Ty TAgiov
TavTov "EPaiev 1OV BUALOVI®OV €ig TO YoLo@UAGKIOV —

S0 révteg Yo £k ToD TEPIOGEVOVTOC aDTOIC EPokov, attn 8¢ £k THC VoTEPicEmC OVTHC ThvTa Soo elyev EPakev
G6hov tov Biov avtiig — If she put in the temple treasury her whole livelihood, then how was she going to be able to
live? This does not make sense unless she is counting on God to provide her with her livelihood all over again, which is
possible. But does this really make sense either? Or is Jesus referring to her willingness to give up everything in the
world in order to gain herself and eternal life from God as in other passages? This makes more sense, that he is using
hyperbolic language to try to get across the important point that a person’s inwardness and commitment to God is more
valuable than their outward actions and the basis of their outward actions in the final analysis.

302 rony 6 Tnoodg eimev adTd™ PAETELS TOOTOAC TOC HEYEANS 0IKOSOUAC: 0D ui Gpedf °®@de AiBog €mt "AlBov Og 0D
un katadvdf — When studying this passage of the Olivet Discourse in Mark 13 along with Matthew 24, Luke 21, and
Luke 17, it is preferable to pursue understanding the event of this discussion between Jesus and his disciples as opposed
to simply the text of each individual account. This means using the other parallel passages to help understand the
meaning of the passage in any one of the individual accounts. And Jesus’ comment in Matthew 24:36, “Regarding that
day and hour, no one knows, not even the angeloi of the heavens, nor the Son, but the Father alone,” is key to realizing
that Jesus knows that Jerusalem and the temple will be destroyed and that he will return to restore the Kingdom of
Israel, but he does not know the exact time of any of these events or even who will destroy Jerusalem and the temple.
Maybe it will be the Romans, but it could be a nation later in history which follows Rome and its empire.

This temple was a pet project of King Herod the Great who as an Edomite wanted to ingratiate himself to the Jews. Its
construction as a replacement for the one built by Zerubabbel after the return of the exiles from Babylon 500 years
earlier was begun over forty years before this event and was still not yet complete. It became one of the seven wonders
of the world so that it obviously was a beautiful building, and it is no surprise that the disciples would comment on this
fact.

See the notes for my translations of Matthew 24 and Luke 21 for additional helpful information for understanding the
Olivet Discourse.

303 reon 6 Tnoodg eimev adTd™ PAETELG TOOTAC TOC HEYEANS 0IKOSOUAC: 0¥ ui Gpedf °®@de AiBog €my "AlBov Og 00
un kotoivdfi — While Jesus is certain that the temple is going to be destroyed, he probably does not know exactly
when or by whom, i.e., that it is less than forty years away in A.D. 70 when Titus and his Roman army decimate the
entirety of Jerusalem. Just as he does not know the time of the temple’s destruction, neither does he know when is his
return and establishing the Kingdom of Israel (the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20). Cf. Mark 13:32, And of that
day and hour no one knows, not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father; and Matthew 24:36 Regarding
that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angeloi of the heavens, nor the Son, but the Father alone; and Acts 1:7,
And he said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father has established by His own
authority.”

The destruction of the temple indicates another judgment on Israel by God as He brought about in 722 B.C. and 586
B.C. on the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah respectively. Thus, one more judgment of
the Jews is going to occur before Jesus the Messiah establishes the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel, i.e., all Israel
(cf. Acts 1). This also means one more exile of the Jews before they are restored to the land in prosperity, success, and
with their permanent king, the Messiah. The exile mostly takes place in A.D. 132-135 as a result of the Bar Kochba
revolt, when the Jews are scattered by the Romans never to return until the 19" century with the Zionist Movement
which culminates in the state of Israel coming into existence in 1948. However, this should not yet be considered the
restoration of the Jews to the land, because it will later include God’s changing the hearts of all the Jews worldwide
after the invasion and destruction caused by the Man of Lawlessness and his army (cf. 2 Thessalonians and Daniel
11,12). Thus, present day Israel is the arena in which God’s last judgment of the Jews will take place before the return
of Jesus and before he restores the Kingdom of Israel.

304 Koy kaifMpévon odtod eig 1o 3pog TdV EAAY KoTEVavTL TOD iepod Emnpdta adtov kot dtav T ITéTpog Kol
TaxkwPBog kot Todvvng kol ‘Avdpéag — The Mount of Olives is east of the temple mount on the other side of the Kidron
Valley and overlooks both with a clear view of the temple and other buildings.

305 gimodv Nuiv, TéTe TordToL EoTOn KO Ti 1O onuelov Stov pEAAN Tardta cuvteheioBon Tvia — Looking at just the
previous verses, it would be easy to conclude that they are asking Jesus about only the destruction of the temple. But
with Matthew 24:3 and the verses that follow in Mark 13, we know that they are asking about this plus the end of the
age (of the Gentiles) when Jesus will set up the Kingdom of Israel.

Luke and Mark present the question in very much the same terms, while Matthew provides more detail, which means
that Luke and Mark probably state the question as it was really asked by the disciples, and Matthew edits the question
by adding more detail in order to make it clearer that they are concerned about both the destruction of the temple and
Jesus’ setting up the Kingdom of Israel.

These four men probably assume that the destruction of the temple will be at the same time as the end of the age (cf.
Matthew 24:3) when Jesus will set up his kingdom on the land of Israel, and that this will all happen fairly soon,
because they have not yet grasped the fact that he is going to die, rise from the dead, and ascend into heaven in order to
return at a time much later than the present (as evidenced by previous passages that say that they are not understanding
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Jesus when he talks about his death and resurrection, as well as Acts 1 when they ask Jesus if he is “restoring the
kingdom to Israel”).

306 0 §¢ Incodg HpEato Aéyev adToic™ BAémete un Tic Vudic Thavion — Two options for the “you” — 1) Peter,
Andrew, James, and John, and their peers only; 2) anyone who lives through the long time that Jesus implies in vs. 7 &
8, so that Peter, Andrew, James and John are representatives of them. Because of the long time implied in vs. 7 & 8, #2
makes more sense than #1.

307 roAdot T EhevoovTO ML TG OVOPATE LoV Aéyoviec T £Y6 eipt, Kol ToALoVE TAaviicovoty — Because vs. 7 & 8
indicate that his establishing the Kingdom of Israel is still a long way off, Jesus wants to encourage his disciples to
persevere in their belief in spite of the difficulty of waiting for God to end the present realm and any suffering they
many have to endure because of their association with him. The longer the time that people have to wait for the
kingdom to arrive, the more they are going to be prone to believe false information and in false Messiahs.

Therefore, the “you” of these statements must include those who will be followers of Jesus after the disciples,
depending on just how long God plans to wait before He sends Jesus to restore the Davidic kingdom on the land of
Israel. Because this has not yet happened even in our time, the “you” includes Gentile believers around the world down
through the centuries, but it mainly concerns the Jews of the Middle East (see note below).

“In my name” in this context means that they will say, “I am the Messiah, or it could be like the preterist view of Jesus’
having come in A.D. 70 that Bible teachers will claim that he has already come, thus leading people away from God’s
promises to the Jews to make of them a great nation and restoring them to the land, which becomes a kind of anti-
Semitism.

And Jesus does say that many will become deceived by the claims of false Messiahs, whether by the false Messiahs
themselves or by those who promote them (cf. Revelation and the Beast and his false prophet).

308 Srov 8¢ "dkovoNTE TOAEULOVE KO BKOGC TOAELmY, Uy "OpoeicBe del T yevésOat, GAL obmm to tédoc — The “end”
here is the end of the age of the Gentiles when God through the Messiah will restore the Kingdom of Israel (cf. Acts 1).
This will be the end of Gentile hegemony over the world and the beginning of Jewish hegemony in the manner of Jesus’
ruling over not only the Kingdom of Israel but also the entire world. Every Gentile and nation will be required to
submit to Jesus and his authority, even though they do not want to and are abject unbelievers. The existence of unbelief
in the world will become clear when Satan is released from his thousand year imprisonment and permitted to deceive
the nations into attempting to attack and destroy Jesus and his kingdom one more time. This attempt will fail miserably,
culminating in the 2™ resurrection and the final judgment of all unbelievers throughout history (cf. Revelation 20).
Assuming that history is Israel-centric and Jewish-centric and that Jesus is talking to Jews whose scriptures predict
their becoming the greatest nation in human history, he could be talking about only Israel’s enemies, declaring that they
are going to attack the Jews on the land of Israel, which of course will obviously frighten them. However, the next
verse indicates that these wars are between multiple “ethnic groups” and therefore much more widespread than just
Israel and probably even the Middle East (Europe, Africa, Asia, etc.?). In addition, these attacks on the Jews and wars
between other ethnic groups will not indicate that the finalization of the age is occurring and that the Messiah is about
to happen. In other words, there will be lots of global conflicts which will occur before his return. It is not that “non-
violence” is an immoral goal, but it is unrealistic in the light of God’s plans and purposes. Jesus’ point is that between
his death, resurrection, ascension and his establishing the Kingdom of Israel it will be a long time, indeed long enough
that some people will weary of having to wait so that they become susceptible to being deceived by false Messiahs who
precede Jesus’ parousia. The deception will also occur because the Jews (and others) will simply become afraid of
being attacked and the possibility of violence towards them. Jesus encourages them to work through their fear with
genuine belief in order to gain the eternal Kingdom of God. Indeed, violence throughout the times of the Gentiles will
be a necessary part of God’s story before Jesus establishes his kingdom on the land of Israel.

309 gvepOnioeton yap £0vog ém £0voc kol Pacieio €ml Baciieioy, T E60VTOL GEIGUOL KOTH TOTOVS, "Eoovion Aol ™
Fapyn odivev tadta — Jesus is saying that his establishing the Kingdom of Israel is a long way off. These kinds of
catastrophes of vs. 7 & 8 are simply the “beginning of birth pangs,” which in line with the analogy would still mean
that the “birth” of Jesus’ parousia, his establishing the Kingdom of Israel, would not occur for a long time.

While it is possible that Jesus is talking about wars, earthquakes, and famines around the entire globe, his purview is
more likely the boundaries of the Roman Empire and its neighbors in the Ancient Near East where there have been
plenty of these catastrophic events which have occurred.

10 oB)émete 8¢ Vel EAVTOVC TOPOSOCOVCIY DUAC ElC CUVESPLOL KOl £C SVVAYMYAS Sopriceche Kol €Mt
Nyeudvov kol pacirénv otobnceche §vekev uod eig paptvplov avtoig — During the long time “you” will face
persecution from the world which remains hostile to God. Again, the “you” involves all disciples of Jesus starting with
Peter, Andrew, James, and John until the end of the times of the Gentiles and their hegemony over the world.

S o gig mavto To €0vn ‘mpdTov Sei’ kMpuydTivon 1O edayyédtov — Jesus is saying that his disciples in the entire
period of time between his first coming and his setting up the Kingdom of Israel when he returns will be given the
opportunity to proclaim the gospel beyond the boundaries of Israel proper into the rest of the Roman Empire and the
Middle East (see note above). And part of the reason that they will be given this opportunity will be the persecution
which they will experience from unbelieving Jews and Gentiles who will demand an explanation for their unacceptable
behavior.

“Nations” = Gentiles, which would come as a shock to Peter, Andrew, James, and John, who more than likely have not
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yet grasped the fact that God will bring many Gentiles into the group of His people just as they have not yet grasped
that Jesus is going to die, rise from the dead, and then ascend to return later. Cf. Acts where it takes Peter’s interaction
with Cornelius and his family before the Jerusalem Christians and Christian leaders fully embrace God’s plan to
include Gentiles as full-blown followers of the Jesus the Jewish Messiah.

12 oy BTav Byooty DG Tapadidovies, ui Tpouepyuvate Ti Aadionte, GAL O £&v 8007 Duiv &v ékeivn TH dpa
7100710 AOAEITE 0V YAp £€6TE VUEIG 01 AahoDvTeg GALG TO mvedpa 0 dylov — While one would think that such
circumstances would frighten Jesus’ followers so much that their minds and mouths would lock up and go blank so that
they could not speak, Jesus encourages them that God will give them both courage and the words that He wants them to
speak by means of the inner work of the Holy Spirit.

This is also not an excuse never to learn anything from the Bible about God and the gospel. It makes more sense that it
is an encouragement to learn as much as possible and that it is this learning which God will use when the Spirit directs
people to speak on behalf of Jesus. Jesus’ point is that God will overrule their fear by the power of His Spirit who will
be working within them, giving them courage to speak and the words that they will use.

S13 Ko mopaddoel G8eApog Gdelov eig OGVOTOV KO TATHP TEKVOV, KOl ETOVAGTHOOVTNL TEKVO ETL YOVELS KOl
favatdoovotv avtovg — Family members persecuting Christians within their families is probably not all that relevant
to Peter, Andrew, James, and John, but it will be to later generations of Jewish and Gentile Christians.

There is the question of why Jesus does not simply say, “All the people will persecute Christians...”? Probably because
he does not know how long it really will be before he returns and establishes the Kingdom of Israel. Therefore, it could
be sooner than later within the “long time,” but what Jesus does know is that Christians will be persecuted even by the
most unlikely of people, i.e., their own family members.

314 ko éoe00e H1oOVUEVOL DO TEVTImV S1 10 dvoud pov. 6 8& dropeivog eic Téhog obTog cwbrcetar — Two options
for “end” — 1) the end of each individual Christian’s life with Peter, Andrew, James, and John as representatives of all
Christians throughout the long time between Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension and his parousia of setting up the
kingdom; 2) the end of the age of the Gentiles. #2 makes more sense in the light of Jesus’ lack of knowledge about
exactly how long the age of the Gentiles is going to be while using Peter, Andrew, James, and John as representatives
of all Christians during this time in his comments to them. Thus #2 actually includes #1 for it will be imperative that
each Christian persevere in genuine belief until either the end of his life or the end of the age of the Gentiles, whichever
occurs first.

SI5"0tav 8¢ 1dnte 10 foEAvYU TS Epnudcens E6TNKGTO BTOV 0V Sel, O Gvaylvdckmv vogite T, * Tdte ol &v T
Tovdaia evyétooav gig Ta Gpn — See the quote at the end of this footnote of the entire note from the Expositor’s
Bible Commentary regarding this verse for a comparison of what I am arguing for regarding this verse and this section
of Mark 13:14-18.

Here through v. 18 Jesus is speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem and the expulsion of the Jews from the land of
Israel that occurred from A.D. 70-135, even though, because of his comment to the effect that he does not know exactly
when his return will occur, he does not know either when Jerusalem’s destruction will occur and what Gentile army
will perform it. There is always the possibility that another Gentile nation will conquer the Romans and be the
destroying force of Jerusalem, or even another Gentile nation much later. The point is that God will bring about
vengeance on the Jews for their rejecting Jesus as their Messiah by using some Gentile army as His tool of vengeance,
but not even Jesus knows exactly when and which army.

In the latter time period of A.D. 132-135, 580,000 Jews were killed by the Romans, 50 fortified towns and 985 villages
were destroyed, and the rest of the Jews were exiled from the land, never to return in any great number until the 19
century and the Zionist Movement.

In Luke 21:20, the author substitutes “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies” for Mark’s and Matthew’s
“When you see the abomination of desolation standing where it must not be (let the reader understand).” In this way,
Luke tells us what the “let the reader understand” means. In line with Daniel 9, it means that the great sin which has
displeased God of crucifying the Messiah is leading to the destruction of Jerusalem by the (Roman) army which is in
place where it should not be, i.e., a Gentile army dominating the Jews and their capital city on their land in contrast to
what God has promised the Jews in Deuteronomy 28 of their having hegemony over the Gentiles. Thus, “abomination
of desolation” is a metonymy of effect where the cause (the Jews’ crucifying their Messiah) is put for the effect, the
arrival of the (Roman) army on the land of Israel and its destroying Jerusalem and the temple.

And Jesus warns the Jews that once the (Roman) army has laid seige to Jerusalem, or even before it does as it is
arriving on the land of Israel, every Jew who can should flee from it and find safety in the mountains, which are
probably the Judean and Jordanian mountains east of Jerusalem and even on the other side of the Dead Sea. Luke
includes “and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city
(21:21), indicating that Jesus is speaking of all Jews in and around Jerusalem when its demise comes from this Gentile
army. Luke also includes “because these are days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled”
(21:22), indicating that the destruction of Jerusalem and what follows in the lives of the Jews (probably right up to the
time of Jesus’ return) is because of God’s anger which is being poured out on them for all their rebellion against Him,
including and especially because of their rejecting and executing their Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

Mark the author realizes how cryptic Jesus is being in regard to the appearance of the Roman army on the land of Israel
and laying seige to Jerusalem, and so he adds “let the reader understand,” which Matthew adopts also as a good way of
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pointing the reader to the right interpretation.

Matthew also points the reader towards the correct OT book, Daniel, for interpreting the phrase “abomination of
desolation.” And Daniel 9:27 is the correct passage of the three in Daniel because the other two refer to Antiochus
Epiphanes, who set up a statue of Zeus in the Jerusalem temple in December, 168 B.C., and either the same thing or
something having to do with the Man of Lawlessness just before Jesus’ returns respectively.

Here is a quote from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary regarding Daniel 11:31 — This verse gives further details about
the momentous events of December 168 B.C. The desecration was, as already described, the rifling of the sanctuary
and temple treasury and the removal of all the sacred vessels. The abolition of the daily sacrifices to the Lord was now
made binding by the erection in the temple of Yahweh of “the abomination that causes desolation” (sigqus mesomem).
Apparently this was a statue of Jupiter or Zeus Olympius, if we may judge from the statement of 2 Macc 6:2 that the
temple itself was to be renamed the Temple of Zeus Olympius. Pagans invariably installed an image in the inner
sanctuary of any temple dedicated to the worship of that deity. Even if the actual statue was not installed in the
Jerusalem temple as early as 16 December (25 Chislev) 168 B.C., we may be sure that an idolatrous altar was formally
consecrated there at that time. Thus the same type of desecration overtook the second temple as befell the first temple
in the evil days of Ahaz (735-715) and Manasseh (695-642), when they too had set up an idolatrous altar (by Ahaz—2
Kings 16:10-16) and images of heathen gods (by Manasseh—2 Kings 21:3-5).

[Expositor’s Bible Commentary — This is one of the most difficult verses in Mark’s Gospel if not in the entire NT. The
key phrase is “abomination that causes desolation,” an expression derived from the Book of Daniel (cf. Dan 9:27;
11:31; 12:11). In Matthew’s Gospel (24:15) Jesus explicitly identifies it with that book. The first word of the phrase,
bdelygma (“abomination”), suggests something repugnant to God, while the second, eremosis (“desolation”), suggests
that because of the abomination the temple is left deserted, desolate. The holy and pious worshipers vacate it.

The fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy of the “abomination that causes desolation” is usually found in the profanation
of the altar of burnt offering in the temple of Jerusalem by a representative of Antiochus IV, Epiphanes, in 167 B.C. (cf.
1Macc 1:54-59; 6:7). The fact that Jesus uses the same expression here makes it clear that its fulfillment was not
restricted to the events of the time of the Maccabees. What it does refer to has been hotly debated. Those who hold the
view that all the events described in vv.5-23 have to do with the Fall of Jerusalem most often identify the “abomination”
with either the Roman army (cf. Luke 21:20), and in particular the military standards that the Jews considered
idolatrous and an abomination, or with the Zealots, or more specifically Phannias, whom they farcically made high
priest (cf. Jos. War IV, 147-57 [iii.6-8]).

Others see this prophecy as being fulfilled in the end time by the Antichrist. Their evidence for this view is as follows:

1. The use of the masculine participle hestekota (“standing”) suggests a person (cf. NEB: “When you see the
‘abomination of desolation’ usurping a place that is not his”).

2. Paul’s statements in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 about the eschatological Antichrist seem to be derived from a similar
tradition.

3. The person referred to must be associated with the End, because in Matthew’s Gospel his appearance is
immediately followed by the coming of the Son of Man (cf. 24:29-30).

A Dbetter solution, however, is to understand the abomination that causes desolation as having a multiple fulfillment in
(1) the Maccabean period, (2) the events of A.D. 66-70, and (3) the end time.

The exhortation “let the reader understand” is probably Mark’s editorial comment.]

[And here is the EBC’s notes for Mark 14b-18 with comments from me — It is difficult to consign the admonitions of
these verses to the end time {Earle — but this is exactly what Jesus does in Luke 17:22-37}. No one will be able to flee
from the judgment of God in that day {Earle —unless Jesus is simply saying that believers should hold on to their faith
as natural, cataclysmic events destroy unbelievers, which is what I argue for in my notes for Luke 17:22-37}. The
warnings, however, make good sense in the context of the approach of the Roman army before the Fall of Jerusalem in
A.D. 70. Two admonitions stress the urgency of the situation: (1) anyone on the roof of the house is not, on descending
the outside staircase, to go inside to get any of his belongings (v.15); and (2) anyone in the field is not to return to the
house even to get an outer garment (v.16).

The outer garment (“cloak’) was used at night to keep one warm; in the daytime it was taken off to allow more
freedom of movement in working. Though his cloak would be especially useful in case of the necessity of fleeing to the
mountains (v.14b) where the night air is cold, the situation would be too urgent to allow one even to fetch it. A hurried
flight to the mountains would be very hard for pregnant women and nursing mothers (v.17). And if the flight took place
in winter (v.18), it would be all the more difficult, since both the cold and the rain-swollen wadis would present
formidable hazards. These warnings and woes seem especially appropriate to what actually occurred at the time of the
destruction of Jerusalem. The Christians in the city fled to the mountains—to Pella in Perea (Eusebius Ecclesiastical
History 3.5.3).]
316.¢6 [88] &mi 10D ddpotog uN kKotoPdto T unde eicedddto “dpoi T1* éx TH¢ oikiag ovtod — People of the ANE
used their roofs as living rooms in the evenings and nights where they could enjoy the family’s company and that also
of friends. There were also probably outside stairs that led up to the roof. Thus, Jesus is describing how quickly the
Jews in Jerusalem and its surrounding area should leave when they see the Gentile army approaching Jerusalem to
destroy it. If they are not already prepared, they will not have time to adequately prepare themselves and their families
for their journey if they want to save their lives.
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317 o 6 gig TOV Gypov UM EmioTpeydto “eic T omicn dpot 1O iudtiov avtod — This is like the previous verse,
simply a way that Jesus is saying, it is best for all Jews to get out of the way of the invading Gentile army because its
desrtruction of their villages and them will be massive and complete.

318 oo 88 Tarig év yaoTpl Exovoaig kol Toic Onlalovoaig év éxeivoug Taig Muépaiig — Jesus is not condemning
pregnant and nursing mothers. He is simply stating that the Gentile army’s destruction of the land of Israel is going to
be so extensive and complete that it will be a very difficult time for everybody, especially for those who are “burdened”
to a degree by pregnancy and nursing children that already makes it hard to travel quickly, which is exactly what the
Jews will need to do in order to escape this army.

319 mpocetyecOe 8¢ Tva pi ‘yévnton xewwdvog® — The same as above will be true if the Jews have to flee from the
approaching army when the weather is cold and rainy, that it will add that much more difficulty to a situation that is
already hard enough.

320 gsovton yop ol fpépon xelvor OAIYIC olct 00 Yéyovev TolodTn &T Gpxic KTiceng °Hv ékTicev 6 BedC fwg T0D
viv kol 00 un yévnton — See the quote at the end of this footnote of the entire note from the Expositor’s Bible
Commentary regarding this verse for a comparison of what I am arguing for regarding this verse and this section of
Mark 13:19-20.

Matthew adds the adjective “great” before tribulation. And in light of Jesus’ lack of knowledge of when and exactly
how long will be the time period between his first and second comings, it makes the most sense to interpret “those days’
as referring to this entire time period. Therefore, because of the Jews’ many acts of rebellion against God, especially
the execution of their Messiah, there will be many times in between Jesus’ first and second comings when the Jews will
experience tremendous suffering as a result of God’s justice towards them, such suffering that cannot be compared with
anything they previously experienced during their entire history. In other words, even the Assyrian and Babylonian
invasions and exiles will be considered a cakewalk in comparison to what the Jews will suffer when the (Roman) army
destroys Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the Jews are expelled from the land in A.D. 132-135, and even afterwards until Jesus
returns. For example, there have been the pogroms in eastern Europe and Russia, the Holocaust in Germany, and the
general dominance by the Gentile culture over the Jews throughout the world, requiring them to live in enclaves if they
are not willing to adopt the values and ideologies of the surrounding cultures.

[Expositor’s Bible Commentary — The primary temporal reference now shifts back to the End. The language of v.19,
though fulfilled partially in the great stress that occurred at the Fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, looks forward to the Great
Tribulation that will precede the End. Mark uses language derived from Daniel’s portrayal of the last days (Dan 12:1;
cf. Jer 30:7). Nowhere else in Scripture is there a reference to the shortening of the time of tribulation (v.20), though
the pseudepigraphal 3 Baruch contains the thought (ch. 9). In the context of A.D. 70, “the elect, for whose sake the
siege was shortened, are probably the faithful members of the Church of Jerusalem ... whose intercession or whose
presence secured this privilege, though it did not avail to save the city” (Swete, p. 309). In the context of the End, the
elect are the people of God generally.]

21 ey el py “EkOAOPOGEY KVPLOG' TOC NUEPOC, OVK GV E6MON TGO GAPE GALL S1d Tog ekhekTolg 0V¢ EEeAéEqTO
éxoloPwoev tag Muépag — Here “those days” refer to the the individual circumstances throughout the last 2,000 years
when the persecution of Jews has been so intense as to almost wipe them out completely. However, God has promised
that Abraham’s physical descendants through Isaac and Jacob will eventually become a “great nation” (Genesis 12:1-3).
Therefore, He has also promised to preserve them through any attempts by Gentile nations to eliminate them, including
those which He brings upon them through His wrath during this entire time period between Jesus’ first and second
comings. Thus, God is putting boundaries on His own response to the Jews’ rebellion by not annihilating them, just as
He puts boundaries on His justice towards sinners when He chooses to regenerate them and grant them His eternal
mercy and even though the eternal destruction of non-believers will be something He performs at the final judgment. In
this latter case, there will be no eternal boundaries to His justice. In other words, unbelievers will be destroyed forever.
322 Ko t6te €6V Tic DuUiv einn 18e dde 6 xprotéc, T ide éxel, un miotevete — This will be during the entire time
between Jesus’ first and second comings that certain Jews will falsely claim to be the Messiah and there will be certain
Jews (and Gentiles?) who will falsely claim that the Messiah has arrived.

323 gyepOfcovial Tydp PyeuddyploTol KoL Wevdompo@fiTal Kol "SMG0VGY GMUEIN KO TEPATO TPOC TO GTOTANVALY,
€1l duvatdv, Tovg ékdektoug — Because God uses miracles to affirm the truth of His prophets and Jesus as the Messiah,
the logical conclusion from what Jesus is describing about the “signs and wonders” of the false messiahs and false
prophets is that their miracles are also false (while the Expositor’s Bible Commentary interprets the miracles of these
false messiahs and prophets as genuine). They are deceptive slights of hand to appear real and possibly deceive even
those who are bona fide Jewish believers, but fortunately true believers will be able to detect the lack of authenticity in
these people and their miracles in order to avoid being led astray from their faith in God and Jesus as the Messiah.
These are like the 144,000 of Revelation 7:4-8 and 14:1-3, who it is assumed are not deceived by the “signs™ of the
second beast of Revelation 13:11ff.

324 Hueic 8¢ Prémete T mpoeipnka Vpiv mévto — Jesus now urges his disciples, Peter, Andrew, James, and John, to
heed his warning, thus urging any future disciples during the long period of time between his first and second comings
to guard carefully their own faith and hope in God for His eternal mercy and life.

S25AMN v ékelvaig Toig Muépoug petd v OAIyw ékeivnv 6 fliog oxoticbnceTan kai 1) oelivy 00 SdcEL 10 PEYYOS
avtijg — See comments from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary at the end of this footnote for comparison purposes.
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The key to understanding the time of these next events is the phrase “after that tribulation,” meaning at the end of the
judgment of God on the Jews that takes place between the first coming and the second coming of Jesus the Messiah. As
stated in 13:19, this will have been a time of judgment and suffering for the Jews greater than any which they had
experienced from God before, including for example the Assyrian and Babylonian invasions of the 8" and 6" centuries
B.C. respectively. The phrase “in those days” could make it seem that Jesus is talking about the the same time as the
destruction of Jerusalem (cf. 13:17), but we must remember that he does not know the exact timing of any of the these
events and has already said that the end of the age of the Gentiles will not be for a long time (cf. 13:7,8).

Matthew and Mark use the same wording for 13:24,25 (cf. Matthew 24:29), while Luke changes the wording. Probably
Mark and Matthew are very closely quoting Jesus verbatim, while Luke is providing an explanation of what he means,
“21:25 Then there will be signs with the sun, moon, and stars, and distress of the Gentiles on the earth in perplexity at
the roaring sound of the sea and the waves, 21:26 while men faint from fear and the expectation of things which are
coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” Thus, even though it may appear as though Jesus
is quoting the various OT passages, he is simply saying that natural, catastrophic events will occur, affecting all the
Gentile nations of the earth, i.e., probably global events and not just confined to the Middle East, and they will be so
disturbing to unbelieving Gentiles that they will faint from fear and the possibility that more catastrophic events are on
the horizon for them.

Another option is that Jesus is saying in an ANE manner that God will take the forces which Gentiles worship and
manipulate to make their lives stable and secure and prevent them from using them this way, thus making life
incredibly frightening for the Gentiles. However, the first option is more coherent with both Mark/Matthew’s wording
and Luke’s. Therefore, something will happen to the cosmic elements of the universe and even the ocean on the earth
that will frighten people out of their minds, all as a means to introduce a time of judgment on people on the earth by
God through the Messiah.

[Expositor’s Bible Commentary — The coming of the Son of Man will be associated with celestial phenomena. The
imagery and language are derived from the OT descriptions of the Day of the Lord. The quotation is an echo of Isaiah
13:10, but other OT passages reveal similar language (cf. Isa 24:23; 34:4; Ezek 32:7-8; Joel 2:10, 30-31; 3:15; Amos
8:9). It is difficult to know whether the poetic language here is to be understood literally or figuratively. The repeated
assertion in Scripture that the end times will be accompanied by cosmic disturbances seems to imply that there will be
unprecedented celestial disturbances of some sort that are literal (cf. 2 Peter 3:10). This is not to deny that Mark may be
using phenomenal language, but his language is nonetheless referring to objective events in the physical universe.
These will occur when God brings history to an end by the coming of his Son. “This language does not mean
necessarily the complete break-up of the universe; we know from similar language elsewhere that it designates the
judgment of God upon a fallen world that has shared the fate of man’s sin, that out of the ruins of judgment a new
world may be born” (Ladd, New Testament Theology, p. 203).]

326 ki 0f GoTépec Ecovral £k TOD 0VPOVOD TITTOVIES' KoL Ol SUVEELS Ol &V TOiC 0VpavoiC cakevdrcovion — See
above.

327 kol T6TE BYOVTOL TOV VIOV TOD QVOPOTOV EPYOUEVOV EV vePELUS PeTd Suvapueng TOMTC xoi 56&nc — Here Jesus
alludes to Daniel 7:13,14 where the prophet sees a vision/dream of a man approaching God on a throne, and God gives
this man a kingdom that will last forever. The phrase “Son of Man” in Daniel’s text means a human being, and Jesus
exploits its use there to mean the Messiah and king of Israel, so that he is saying that he is the human being in Daniel’s
vision who comes on the clouds of heaven, and he as Israel’s king will receive from God the eternal Kingdom of God
when he returns as if he is riding on the clouds of the earth’s sky. As a result, there will be great power and glory
associated with his return unlike the power and glory that he displayed at his first coming. This new power and glory
will be so much greater than before, because Jesus will come into the final position and role that God has planned for
him. At his first coming, he willingly subjected himself in a powerless way to his enemies who killed him. At his
second coming, he will subject himself to no one but God the Father, and he will crush his enemies so that no one will
exercise power over him or demonstrate any kind of greatness over him. Jesus will be the most glorious person who has
ever existed in the creation, and it will be obvious to everyone who is still alive when he returns.

Daniel 7:13,14 — 13 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold with the clouds of heaven, one like a Son of Man
was coming (M1 7DN UJ}& 923 N”;?_DL:/‘ "ayTay ‘ﬂtﬁ]), and he came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented
before Him (¢0edpouvv €v opauatt Thg vukTog Kol 1800 €Tl TOV VEQEADV TOD 0VPUVOD MG VIOG AVOPOTOV TPXETO,
KOl ®G TOACLOG NUEPDY TaPRV, KOl 01 TapestNkoteg topficov avt®). 14 And to him was given dominion, glory and
a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every language could serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which will not pass away; and his kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”

328 oy T6TE AmocTelel TOUG GYYELOVG T KOl ETIGVVAEEL TOVE EkAeKTOVE °[0)TOD] £K TAV TECCEPOV BVEL®OVY O
dxpov yig €mg dkpov ovpavod — See comments at the end of this footnote from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary for
comparison’s sake.

Another helpful passage is Malachi 4:1, “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch.” Is God speaking of 1) the destruction of all unbelieving Jews around the world
when He brings about the final, earthly judgment on them just before the return of the Messiah; or 2) the destruction of
all unbelieving Jews on the land of Israel just before the return of the Messiah? I lean towards #1 for interpreting
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Malachi 4:1 and #2 for interpreting the verses in Mark and Matthew, so that the other Jews who are left on the earth
will be those whom God will inwardly change and gather to the land once Israel’s enemies are destroyed by the
Messiah. Thus, the 144,000 of Revelation will be Jews throughout the world who remain interested in God and being
loyal to Him, but who are not changed inwardly until Jesus returns. In this way, they become the ones who return to the
land and help constitute the seedbed of Jews who go on to live in the millennial kingdom as genuine believers.
Consequently, the chosen who are gathered by the angels of God will be all the followers of God in history because of
their authentic belief in God by means of His having changed their hearts. Therefore, some will be resurrected from the
dead, and some will be raptured off the earth.

[Expositor’s Bible Commentary — The great emphasis of these verses is on disclosure and triumph. Whereas the Son of
Man has been hidden or at least veiled in his first coming, now he will be revealed. Men “will see” him and see him for
who he really is. Whereas he has been the lowly Suffering Servant, despised and rejected by men, the Son of Man at his
parousia will come in triumph—*“with great power and glory.” And his chief concern at his coming will be to bring
together his people (v.27) so that they may be with him. Therefore he sends forth his angels to gather the elect from all
over the world. Calvin’s comments (3:148) on v.27 show its continuing relevance: “For, though the Church be now
tormented by the malice of men, or even broken by the violence of the billows, and miserably torn in pieces, so as to
have no stability in the world, yet we ought always to cherish confident hope, because it will not be by human means,
but by heavenly power, which will be far superior to every obstacle, that the Lord will gather his Church” (emphasis
his).]

S29 Ao 8¢ Tiic ovKTig pabete TV Tapaforiv: Stav HdN 6 KAGSOC adTHC ATaAOC YEVITOL Kol £K@UN TO VAN,
rywookete 6t £yyLg 10 0€pog €otiv — Jesus provides a very simple analogy. Every year in the spring leaves begin to
appear on fig trees. And every year after the leaves appear summer follows spring shortly thereafter. Thus, the
emphasis here is on the nearness of summer to spring when leaves appear on fig trees and other deciduous trees (cf.
Luke 21:29, “Behold the fig tree and all trees, as soon as they put forth leaves, you see it and know for yourselves that
summer is now near (jdn £yyvg® 10 8€pog €otiv).”). Thus, the analogy is emphasizing the short time between two
events, the appearance of leaves on trees and summer.

Helpful comments from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary — In Palestine most trees are evergreen, but the fig tree is an
exception. In the fall it loses its leaves; and when in the spring the sap rises in its branches and the tree begins to leaf
out, summer cannot be far off. The parable is essentially an antidote to despair. In contrast to the sufferings and
persecutions promised in the previous verses, here the prospect of the coming of the Son of Man is offered.

30 oBtg Ko Vueic, dtov IdnTe TaHTA Yivoueva, yiveokete 6TL £yyvg TV €my Ovpong — Jesus uses the leaves on
the fig tree with summer following right afterwards to say that when his disciples, whoever they are in the distant future
as per previous verses in the Olivet Discourse, observe the sun and moon being darkened along with the stars falling
and the heavenly powers being shaken, they can know that he will return very soon. It will be as though he is standing
at the gates of a city, that close, and will enter into the city soon afterwards just as anyone would expect a person to do
who has traveled to the city and has arrived at its gates. Therefore, the point is that, just as someone does not remain
long at the gates of an ANE city because he most likely has business to conduct within its walls or he wants to get to
his home as soon as possible, Jesus will return very soon after the above signs begin to occur. While the great
tribulation for the Jews will be a lengthy period of time from Jesus’ first coming to his second coming, the time
between the signs of vs. 24-27 to his second coming will be quite short in comparison.

It is possible that Jesus is referring to the gates of the actual city Jerusalem. However, it seems more likely that he is
using the analogy of a person standing at the gates of any ANE city with the result that that this person will enter very
soon into the city. Consequently, Jesus is referring simply to the short time between the signs described in vs. 24-27
and his return.

Luke 21:31 changes the wording to say that “the Kingdom of God is near (¢yyvg éotv 1 Bacireia 10D 0€00).” So
while Mark and Matthew probably quote Jesus verbatim, Luke provides the interpretative aspect that Jesus’ return will
result in the establishing of the Kingdom of God, by which Jesus would mean in this context the restoring of the
Kingdom of Israel in accordance with the disciples’ question at the beginning of the Olivet Discourse (cf. Matthew
24:3, “Tell us, when will these things happen [the destruction of the temple], and what will be the sign of your coming
(g ofig mapovsiag = of your blessed appearance when you will restore the Kingdom of Israel.” Cf. Acts 1:6, “Lord,
is it at this time you are restoring the kingdom to Israel (ei év 1® xpove t0VT® dmoKAOIGTAVELS TNV PACIAEIOY T®
Topanr)?”). In other words, Jesus is not talking about the eternal Kingdom of God, which in a sense begins with the
Kingdom of Israel and culminates in the kingdom of the new heavens and the new earth. He is talking about only the
Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel, i.e., the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.

BAuNY Aéyo dpiv 611 00 uh TopéAen 1 yeved vt uéxpic ov ‘tadta Tdvia yévnron' — There are two possibilities
for how to translate 1 yeved avtn — 1) “this generation,” as though Jesus is speaking of either a) the generation of Jews
who are listening to him speak about all these things, or b) the generation of Jews who will be alive when the signs of
vs. 24-27 take place in the distant future, or 2) “this race” or “ethnic group,” i.e., the Jews.

There are also two options for understanding what Jesus means — I. he is making a temporal point (a point regarding
time) that once the signs of vs. 24-27 begin, it will be less than a generation of years, approximately 30-40 years in the
ANE because of their life expectancy, before he returns to restore the Kingdom of Israel, or II. he is making a point
about the absolute certainty of God’s fulfilling His promises to the Jews to make of them a great nation according to
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Genesis 12:1-3. If I. is the correct interpretation, then this verse should be tied to the previous two verses, so that v. 31
which seems to be making the point of the absolute certainty of the events occurring, especially his return to restore the
Kingdom of Israel, would stand alone. If II. is the correct interpretation, then this verse should be tied to the next verse,
v. 31, which as I said seems most likely to be making the point that God will surely fulfill His promises to the Jewish
people and make them a great nation.

In the light of the disciples’ ongoing concern about the fulfillment of God’s promise to transform the Jews into a great
nation, II. makes more sense along with the correct interpretation of 1 yeved avtn being 2) above, i.e., “this race” or
“this ethnic group.” Therefore, Jesus is saying that God will ensure that the Jews play their divine and biblical role right
up to the end of the history of the present realm. As a result, Jesus will definitely return and restore the kingdom to
Israel so that the Jews will not disappear as an ethnic group in spite of the great tribulation which they will experience
and the many times that it will look as though they are about to get wiped out, e.g., during the holocaust of World War
1L

In addition, this verse should be linked to the next, v. 31, because both are talking about the certainty of Jesus’ return
and the establishment of his kingdom over the Jews.

32 5 ovpovdg Kol M Y Topedevooviad, ol 8¢ Adyol wov od °ut mapedevoovron — There are two options for what
Jesus means in this verse — 1) at the end of the present realm, God will destroy the current creation and make a new one
in which the second stage of the Kingdom of God will exist; but before God brings this about, He will fulfill His
promises to the Jews of which Jesus has just spoken in answer to the disciples’ question, or 2) the likelihood of God’s
not fulfilling His promises to the Jews of which Jesus has just spoken is the same as the likelihood of the universe all of
a sudden disappearing when it is not supposed to, i.e., the chances are absolutely nil, as if Jesus were using the modern
idiom and expression, “Hell will freeze over before God does not fulfill His promises to the Jews.”

The second option fits better with the context and v. 30, that Jesus is assuring his disciples that there is absolutely no
way that what they anticipate and are hoping for in regard to their people, the Jews, and God’s fulfilling His promises,
is NOT going to happen. Heaven and earth will pass away (which is completely out of the question like hell’s freezing
over) before what Jesus has stated about his return and setting up the Kingdom of Israel does not actually occur.

In addition, it makes more sense to connect vs. 30 and 31 together because of the use of mapépyonar in both of them, so
that Jesus is making the same point in them—there is nothing but an absolute definiteness in regard to the Kingdom of
Israel and its being restored at the end of the current age of the Gentiles by virtue of God’s remaining faithful to His
promises.

33 epy 8¢ Tiic Muépag ékelvng N THg dpoc 0Vdeic 01dev, 0VSE ol Gyyelol' £v oVpav®d Povde 6 VIOC, &l uh 6 TaThp
— Jesus is saying that there is no created being, whether we are talking about earthly human beings including the Son of
God, Jesus himself, or we are talking about heavenly beings such as conventional angels, who knows when the end of
the age will occur with its signs and the appearance of Jesus to restore the kingdom to Israel. He has said that the end is
a long way off and that it definitely will occur, but even he does not know exactly when it will happen. The implication
is that, despite the details Jesus has presented in answer to the disciples’ question, everyone simply needs to be alert
and wait for his return to come about.

If in v. 30 Jesus meant that his return would occur before the present generation of Jews, who are listening to him speak,
dies off, then the statement in v. 32 would contradict this. Therefore, Jesus cannot mean this, which simply disproves
the position that the preterists take that Jesus returned in A.D. 70 when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple.
Indeed, everything in the Olivet Discourse taken together in their context contradicts this position.

[Interesting comments from the Expositor’s Bible Commentary — Few would challenge the authenticity of this verse.
The early church is unlikely to have created a logion that has resulted in such consternation and embarrassment as this
one has. “That day” clearly refers to the Parousia. It is the great day, the eschatological day that will bring to an end
“those days” (vv.17, 19, 24). Of “those days,” i.e., the days that precede the time of the End, certain signs have been
given; but of “that day” neither the angels of heaven nor Jesus himself knows the time. Only the Father knows that
time... Jesus’ ignorance of the day or hour of his parousia must be understood in terms of the NT teaching concerning
the Incarnation. A real Incarnation involved such lack of knowledge. Jesus purposely laid aside temporarily the
exercise of his omniscience as part of what was involved in his becoming man.]

However, if Jesus is ontologically a created being like all other created human beings, which is the only rational way to
understand his ontology, then it stands to reason that according to Jesus the transcendent Creator God has not provided
him with the information of the exact time of his return, even though Jesus is God’s proxy within the creation as is
meant by the title Son of God going back to the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7 with Psalm 2, 8, and 89 to assist in
grasping its meaning.

34 BAémete, dypumveite T ovk oidote Yo moTe 6 Koupdg °éotiv — Because of the long period of time between Jesus’
first and second appearances, it would be easy for his disciples to lose their focus on the goal of being ready with true
and authentic belief in order to obtain the benefit of eternal mercy and life from God through Jesus’ advocacy when he
returns. Therefore, Jesus is urging them (and any bona fide disciples of his after them) to commit themselves to looking
for Jesus’ return and being on their guard with persevering belief and obedience at all times. He does not want the
length of time to dissuade them from remaining solid in their belief and desire for eternal life so that they would incur
God’s judgment and destruction instead, thus proving that they never had authentic belief in the first place.
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33 Q¢ dvBpeTog ATOdNUOC GPEic THV olkioy 0dToD kel Sovg Toi¢ SovAolg adToD THY EE0VGIOY EKAGTEO TO Epov
ovToD Kol T® Bupwp@ Eveteibato Tvo ypnyopd — In this analogy, the owner of a house leaves but will return by the
next morning (cf. v. 36). And he gives to his slaves the responsibilities of taking care of the house until he returns, so
that even the doorkeeper must be ready to receive him at any moment. Thus, each slave must always be carrying out his
responsibility so that he is awake and does not fall asleep when the owner returns (cf. v. 36).

336 ypnyopeite 0OV 0VK 01d0LTE YOP TOTE O KVPLOC THC OIKIOG EpYETOL, °F OWE T HEGOVOKTIOV 1) GAEKTOPOPMVIOG

fi mpot — Here Jesus shows that the analogy involves the owner of the house being gone only until the next morning,
but there is the possibility that he may return before then. It is just that no one knows the exact time.

37 um éeov éEaipvng ebpn dubic kabevdovtog — In addition, the owner expects to find each slave awake and
performing his assigned duty when he returns.

385 8¢ vuiv Aéyo macv Aéym', ypnyopeite — Jesus ends the use of the above analogy by encouraging his disciples to
remain alert in a similar fashion to the slaves, so that being “awake” means “not sleeping” with respect to each
disciple’s belief and willingness to continue performing the works of God of pursuing loving God and people and
choosing to act morally as much as God’s grace allows in the disciple’s life. To fall asleep would be to give up one’s
faith and obedience to God, thus implying that the supposed disciple would incur God’s judgment and destruction. And
in this context of the “ethnic group” of 13:30, this judgment and destruction takes place towards the Jews on the land of
Israel with repercussions regarding their eternal destiny, i.e., destruction there too.
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