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Philippians

1:1 Paul and Timothy, bondslaves of the Messiah Jesus, to all those who have been set apart in
the Messiah Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and assistants." 1:2 Grace to you
and shalom from God our Father and the Lord Jesus the Messiah.?

1:3 | give thanks to my God when | remind myself of you,® 1:4 always making a request with joy on
behalf of all of you in my every request,* 1:5 on the basis of your participation in the good news
from the first day until now,? 1:6 because | have been persuaded of this very thing, that He who
began a good work in you will be in the process of bringing it to its intended goal until the day of
the Messiah Jesus,® 1:7 just as it is right for me to think this about all of you because | have you in
my heart, since, in both my imprisonment and the defense and confirmation of the good news,
you all are participants with me in grace.”

1:8 God is my witness as to how | greatly long for you all with the affections of the Messiah
Jesus.® 1:9 And this | pray, that your love will increase still more and more in the midst of an
accurate understanding and all discernment,® 1:10 so that you may assess to your advantage the
things that are different, in order that you may be pure and without fault for the day of the
Messiah,'® 1:11 because you have been filled with the fruit of justification, the fruit that is in light of
Jesus the Messiah for the glory and praise of God."

1:12 Also, | want you to know, brothers, that my circumstances have resulted in more progress for
the good news,'? 1:13 so that it has become clear among the whole praetorian guard and all the
rest that my imprisonment is because of the Messiah."3

1:14 In addition, many more brothers in the Lord have become persuaded because of my chains
to dare even more to speak the message without fear.™ 1:15 Some people, on the one hand,
indeed proclaim the Messiah from envy and rivalry, but some people proclaim him from good
will."® 1:16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that the purpose of my existence is for the
defense of the good news.'® 1:17 The former proclaim the Messiah out of selfish ambition, not
sincerely, supposing that they can create stress for me in my imprisonment."” 1:18 What then?
Only that in every way, whether on the basis of an invalid reason or a valid reason, the Messiah is
being proclaimed. Indeed, in this | rejoice. Yes, for sure | will rejoice.'®

1:19 And | know that, in the light of your prayer and the assistance of the Spirit of Jesus the
Messiah, this will turn out for my deliverance,'® 1:20 according to my eager anticipation and hope,
because | will not be ashamed in any circumstance, but in all bold confidence as always, even
now the Messiah will be magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.?° 1:21
Therefore, for me, to live is the Messiah, and to die is profitable.?’

1:22 Consequently, if life in the flesh is what results, this will mean fruitful labor for me. And | do
not know which | would choose.?? 1:23 Indeed, | am stressed out by these two things. While
having a strong desire to depart and be with the Messiah, for this would be much better,?® 1:24
yet, to remain in the flesh is more advantageous for you.?* 1:25 And being persuaded of this, |
know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy of belief,?® 1:26 so
that your boasting may abound in the Messiah Jesus because of me through my appearing again
to you.?8

1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the good news of the Messiah, so that
whether | come and see you or | am absent, | may hear about you that you are standing firm in
one spirit, striving together in one existence with respect to belief in the good news,?” 1:28 and in
no way alarmed by your opponents, which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for
you. And this is from God,?® 1:29 that that which concerns the Messiah was graced to you—not
only to believe in him, but also to suffer on his behalf,?® 1:30 while experiencing the same struggle
which you saw in me and now hear to be in me.*
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2:1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in the Messiah, if there is any comfort in a time of
grief of love, if there is any commonality of spirit, if there is any compassion and sympathy,3' 2:2
fill out my joy so that you think the same thing. While having the same love, being united in
existence, thinking one thing,*? 2:3 and not according to selfish ambition or empty pride, but with
humility, consider one another as more important than yourselves.33

2:4 Do not pay attention to your own interests but to the interests of others.?* 2:5 Think this way
within yourselves, that which also was within the Messiah Jesus,* 2:6 who, while existing in a
form of God, did not consider being equal to God something that he had to claim.3¢ 2.7 Instead, he
emptied himself, choosing the form of a bondslave. While coming into existence in the likeness of
men, and with respect to his outward form, being found as a man,*” 2:8 he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death, indeed, death on a cross.® 2:9 Therefore, God also
highly exalted him and gave to him the name that is above every name,*® 2:10 so that, at the
name of Jesus, every knee will bend, of those of the heavens and those of the earth and those
under the earth,*® 2:11 and every tongue will acknowledge that Jesus the Messiah is Lord to the
glory of God the Father.*!

2:12 Therefore, those whom | love, just as you always obey, not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,*? 2:13 for it is
God who is accomplishing in you both the desiring and the working for His good satisfaction.*®

2:14 Do all things without grumbling and arguing,** 2:15 so that you will be without fault and
innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a corrupt and perverted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world,* 2:16 holding on to the message of life, so that |
may boast in the day of the Messiah, because | did not run in vain nor labor in vain.*®

2:17 But if, indeed, | am being poured out as a drink offering for a sacrifice and an act of worship
for your belief, | rejoice, and | rejoice with all of you.#” 2:18 And you also should rejoice in the
same way and rejoice with me.*

2:19 Plus, | hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that | also will be encouraged
when | learn what is going on with you,*® 2:20 for | have no one who is like-minded, who will
genuinely be concerned about your affairs.®° 2:21 Everyone is pursuing his own affairs, not those
of Jesus the Messiah.5' 2:22 And you know how he has proved himself, that as a child serves his
father, he has served with me for the good news.5? 2:23 Therefore, on the one hand, | am hoping
for this, to send him immediately as | see about things concerning me.*? 2:24 On the other hand, |
am persuaded in the Lord that | myself will also come soon.%*

2:25 But | considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and
fellow soldier, as well as your apostle and minister to my need,? 2:26 because he was longing for
you all, and he was greatly distressed because you had heard that he was sick.® 2:27 Indeed, he
was sick to the point of death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him, but also on me,
so that | would not be overwhelmed with grief.5” 2:28 Therefore, | sent him all the more eagerly, so
that when you saw him, you could rejoice again, and | could be less anxious.%® 2:29 As a result,
welcome him because of the Lord with all joy, and hold such men in high regard,®® 2:30 because
he came close to dying for the work of the Messiah, risking his life, so that he could make up for
what is lacking in your service to me.®°

3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble for me,
and that which is certain for you.®"

3:2 Watch out for the dogs. Watch out for the evil workers. Watch out for those who are the badly
circumcised [katatopn].5? 3:3 For we are the well circumcised [repitoun], those who serve by
means of the Spirit of God and who boast in the Messiah Jesus and who put no confidence in the
flesh,®3 3.4 even though, indeed, | could have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks that he
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could have confidence in the flesh, | more so—%* 3:5 circumcised [repitoun] on the eighth day,
from the ethnic group of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew from Hebrews, according to the
Covenant—a Pharisee,®® 3:6 according to zeal—someone who was pursuing [iokmv] the
gathering, according to justification in the Covenant—blameless.®®

3:7 But whatever things were profitable to me, these things | consider to have produced loss on
account of the Messiah.®” 3:8 More than this, | consider all things to have produced loss on
account of the surpassing greatness of knowing the Messiah Jesus, my Lord, for whom | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | consider them but garbage in order that | may have the
Messiah as my profit,%8 3:9 and | may be found to be in him, not having my own justification which
is by virtue of the Covenant, but that which is through belief in the Messiah, the justification from
God on the basis of belief,®® 3:10 so that | may know him and the powerful effect of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, while being conformed to his death,” 3:11 if
somehow | may attain to the resurrection of the dead.”

3:12 Not that | have already received or | have already myself reached my goal [tetedeimpau], but
| am pursuing it [s1okw], if indeed | may reach it [kataAdpw] on the basis of which | also was
reached [koteAueonv] by the Messiah Jesus.” 3:13 Brothers, | do not think of myself as having
reached it [kateidn@évon]. But one thing | do—on the one hand, | forget the things that are
behind me, and on the other hand, | stretch forward towards the things that are ahead of me.”®
3:14 According to the goal, | press on [8idkm] towards the prize of the upward call of God in the
Messiah Jesus.™

3:15 Therefore, as many as want the goal [télelot], let us think this. And, if anyone thinks
differently, God will also reveal this to you,”® 3:16 nevertheless to operate on the basis of the
dynamics with respect to the same thing to which we have attained.”®

3:17 Become imitators of me, brothers, and pay attention to those who walk in this way, just as
you have an example—us.”” 3:18 For many, whom | often told you about and now mention while
weeping, live as enemies of the cross of the Messiah,”® 3:19 whose end is destruction, whose god
is their belly and whose glory is in their guilt, who set their minds on earthy things.”

3:20 For our citizenship exists in the heavens, from which we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus
the Messiah.® 3:21 He will transform our humble body so that it conforms to the body of his glory
according to the activity when he exerts himself powerfully and subjects all things to himself.8’

4:1 Therefore, my brothers whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, thus stand firm in the
Lord.

Beloved,® 4:2 | exhort Euodia and | exhort Suntukay to think the same way in the Lord.83 4:3 Yes, |
ask also you, genuine fellow-worker, to lend help to these woman, who have worked with me in
the cause of the good news, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow-workers, whose names
are in the book of life.®

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, | will say, “Rejoice.”® 4:5 Let your gentleness become
known to all men. The Lord is near.® 4.6 Be anxious for nothing, but in every situation, with prayer
and entreaty along with thankfulness, let your requests be made known to God.#” 4:7 And the
shalom of God, which is better than anything that your mind can think of, will protect your hearts
and minds in the Messiah Jesus.8®

4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever are honorable, whatever are right,
whatever are pure, whatever are lovely, whatever are well-spoken of, if something is morally
excellent, if something is worthy of praise, ponder these things,? 4:9 which you learned and
received and heard and saw in me. Practice these things, and the God of shalom will be with
you.%®
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4:10 And | rejoice greatly in the Lord that now at last you have renewed your concern for me. You
indeed were concerned, but you lacked opportunity.®! 4:11 Not that | speak from want, for | have
learned to be content in whatever circumstances | am.®? 4:12 | know indeed how to be humbled,
and | know how to have success. In everything and in all things | have learned the secret,
whether to be satisfied, to be hungry, to be in abundance, and to be lacking.®® 4:13 | am able to
handle all things because of the One who strengthens me.®* 4:14 Nevertheless, you did well when
you joined me in my affliction.%

4:15 And you indeed know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the good news, when | came from
Macedonia, no church participated with me in the matter of giving and receiving except you
alone,® 4:16 because even in Thessalonica you sent me something more than once for my
need.¥ 4:17 Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the profit which increases in your account.®® 4:18
And | am receiving everything, and | have an abundance. | am well supplied, having received
from Epaphroditus the things from you, a sweet-smelling fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice,
pleasing to God.*® 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches because of
the glory because of the Messiah Jesus.'®

4:20 Glory be to our God and Father into the ages of ages. Amen."! 4:21 Greet everyone
who is set apart in the Messiah Jesus. The brothers with me greet you.'% 4:22 All those
who are set apart greet you, especially those of the household of Caesar.'® 4:23 The
grace of the Lord Jesus the Messiah be with your spirit."**



October 20, 2022 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Philippians

I Tadrog kol Tydbeog Sovror Xprotod Incod maow toig ayiolg év Xpiotd Incod toic odow év PIAnTOC "GV
émiokomolg' kal drakévolg — In Acts 16, while he was in Troas, Paul saw a vision of a man imploring him to come to
Macedonia. So he left for there and soon arrived in Philippi, a “leading city of the district of Macedonia.” One of the
first people he met was Lydia, “a seller of purple fabrics” and “a worshiper of God.” She and her household respond
with authentic belief to the message of Jesus as the Messiah. Paul, with Silas, was eventually jailed in Philippi, but God
miraculously broke him out. The jailer becomes a believer, and soon afterwards Paul and Silas leave Philippi. Paul’s
conversion was between A.D. 36 and 39, and he visited Philippi approximately fifteen years later between A.D. 50 and
54.

Eventually, he reaches Rome around A.D. 60 and is imprisoned there for two years, awaiting an audience with Caesar
Nero to bring a conclusion to the case of his arrest in Jerusalem for supposedly violating Jewish Law by bringing
Gentiles into the temple. In the meantime, Epaphroditus has brought a financial gift from the Philippians to Paul, and
he has related to Paul the circumstances among the Christians in Philippi (4:15-19). However, somehow the Philippians
have heard that Epaphroditus almost died because of the NT message, and Paul has sent him back to them with this
letter so that they can be encouraged by his still being alive (2:25-30).

In addition, Paul plans to send Timothy to them soon as someone whom he knows can continue to relate the NT
message very accurately, so that Paul can be informed of and encouraged by all that is happening among them (2:19-
24). This is Paul’s way of saying that Timothy is one of his bona fide apostolic co-workers with whom he trusts
implicitly to convey accurately the ideas of the NT message.

Here, Paul identifies Timothy and himself as “slaves of the Messiah Jesus,” meaning that they consider their primary
allegiance to God and the information about Jesus as the final king of Israel and as their champion who will rescue
them from God’s eternal wrath and condemnation. And they are sending this letter to people in Philippi who have
become different from others in the city because God has worked within them to cause them to have authentic belief in
God and Jesus.

The mention of elders and assistants in this introduction is unusual, but perhaps Paul simply wants to emphasize that
what he is writing is incorporated within the apostolic message which he is authorized to present as an apostle.
Considering other uses of the word “assistants,” e.g., 1 Timothy 3:8-13, these are people who help with the physical
and emotional care of fellow Christians within a specific Christian community. This also makes sense in the light of
passages such as 1 Corinthians 11 regarding the Lord’s Supper and 2 Corinthians 8 & 9 regarding the financial support
of the Jewish Christians in Judea, that after the primary pursuit of truth by Christians, their next pursuit is to love one
another with respect to their human, existential needs of food, clothing, shelter, emotional support, etc. Belief in the
truth of Jesus the Messiah followed by love for God and His people is the mark of an authentic Christian.

2 xGpig Duiy Kol elpfivn 6o B0 ToTpOg HUAV Ko kvpiov Incod Xpiotod — Paul encapsulates his overall desire for
the Philippian Christians with the two words grace and shalom. The first is God’s sovereign and independent kindness
towards them to change them inwardly, cause their inwardness and belief to endure, and to grant them mercy and
shalom, an eternal existence of moral perfection free from any harm in the eternal Kingdom of God. The second refers
to this latter eternal existence of moral perfection. It is these two words that sum up God’s love and purposes for His
people, both Jews and Gentiles who have embraced Jesus as their King and Priest now that he has come for the first
time.

As aresult, grace and shalom are from both God the Father and Jesus the Messiah because they are both involved in
necessary ways in starting, continuing, and finishing the process of sinful human beings’ acquiring life in the eternal
Kingdom of God.

3 Edyopiotd 16 0ed pov' éml mdon i uveie dudv — Paul’s memories of the Philippians are based upon both his
initial visit to them around A.D. 50 and his other brief visits during his third missionary journey (A.D. 54-58). These
memories are a pleasant reminder of not only their belief, but also God’s grace, which causes their belief, as Paul goes
on to say in this paragraph. Here he is in Rome under house arrest with the possibility of being condemned to death by
Nero, and his first words after his introduction in this letter refer to his gratitude for the Philippians’ biblical belief and
his prayers for them to persevere until the end of their lives, a perseverance that he is convinced will happen because of
God’s promise to work graciously in His people throughout their lives.

4 mévtote év mhom defcel pov VIEP TEVIMV DUAV, LETd Xopdc T THV dénotv motovpevog — Cf. Philippians 1:8-11.
And, in the light of all of Paul’s letters, most likely his request to God on behalf of the Philippian Christians is for the
endurance of their belief to the end of the lives along with the growth of their understanding of the biblical message,
especially the part about the Messiah. But, because of what Paul has observed of these people, that God initially caused
them to believe the NT message, and now is continuing to do so six to ten years later, Paul has the confidence to make
his requests to God on their behalf with joy, knowing that his requests will not go unanswered and that God will always
answer in the affirmative.

3 M T Kowmvig DpeV eig 1O evayYELoV Ao °Thg TpdTNG Nuépag dxpt To® vov — When Paul first arrived in
Philippi around A.D. 50-54, he observed many of the people becoming believers in Jesus as the Messiah. This was “the
first day” of their belief. Six to ten years later, after his arrest in Jerusalem and journey to Rome to appeal to Nero, he
has received word that they are still believers. He implies that he has heard recently through friends who have visited
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him in Rome, especially Epaphroditus (cf. 4:18), that the Philippian Christians are continuing in their belief. This
certainly brings joy to the heart of the apostle to the Gentiles. Six to ten years of persevering belief for these Gentiles
who were originally pagan idolators (as well as proselytes of Judaism, like Lydia) would have certainly been a
remarkable thing in the Roman Empire of the 1 century. They have no Old Testament or other biblical documents.
They have only what Paul taught them in their minds. Thus, Paul’s request with joy for God to continuing working in
their hearts so that they reach the end of their lives with persevering belief has its basis in what God has already done to
get them to this point six to ten years down the road. It is truly a miracle that any Christian believed in Jesus throughout
the rest of their lives without any written source of information and only the community of believers to remind them of
the gospel and encourage them to persevere in their belief and obedience of God.

6 TemroBMC 0HTO T0DTO, BTL 6 EVOPEQUEVOC £V DUV Epyov Gyodov Emteréoet dypt uépag *Xpiotod Incod* — Paul
could be making a simple yet profound theological statement about God’s promise to cause those whom He has
predestined to persevere in their belief and obtain eternal life—the intended goal of Christians. However, it makes more
sense in this context that he is making this theological statement specifically in reference to the Philippian Christians,
because now, six to ten years later, they are still believing in Jesus as the Messiah, with not much help externally other
than the teaching that they received from Paul at his first visit during his second missionary journey (A.D. 50-54) and
during some brief visits while he was on his third missionary journey (A.D. 54-58), along with whatever their elders
could continue to remind them from what Paul had originally taught them (cf. 1:1).

Nevertheless, this must be a general theological statement, that based upon God’s predestination before He brought the
creation into existence, those whom He chose to become believers receive the continuous work of the Spirit of God
within them to persevere in their belief and obedience and thereby qualify to enter into the eternal Kingdom of God
when Jesus returns and afterwards.

Therefore, Paul must be persuaded that they are receiving a tremendous amount of internal help from the Spirit of God
and, thus, from God’s promise to sustain the belief of those whom He has chosen for eternal life. Paul has in mind that
theoretically these Philippian believers will live until the return of Jesus when he will destroy the Man of Lawlessness
(2 Thessalonians 2) and set up the Messianic government in Israel (Daniel 2, Revelation), which he calls the “day of the
Messiah.” However, he must know that this day is a long way off as Jesus demonstrated in the Olivet Discourse.
Therefore, this is Paul’s way of saying that everyone needs to be ready for the return of the Messiah, because it may
occur sooner rather than later. And no one knows the exact date, not even Jesus, as he also says in Matthew 24.

7 Kofo¢ £6TIv Sikaiov ol T00TO GPOVELY VTTEP TAVIOV VUMV Su TO £xewv pe &v T koapdia Dudc, &v Te Toig deopoig
WOV Kol °&v T dmoAoyig Kol PePUIOGEL TOD VDOYYEAIOV GVYKOLV®OVOVG OV THG "YApLTog TavVTag VUG Gviog —
Paul has received a nice gift in his imprisonment from the Philippians (cf. 4:18). As a result, he has good evidence of
the authenticity of their belief and is thus encouraged—by virtue of the fact that they care so deeply about an apostle of
the Messiah, specifically the apostle who first told them about Jesus! Thus, Paul expresses his deep concern for these
believers by saying that they are in his heart, i.e., he loves them genuinely as fellow Christians. He also expresses his
confidence in the authenticity of their belief by saying that they are participating in grace with him, which he has
already mentioned on the basis of the evidence that he saw when he first visited them six to ten years earlier and that he
has received recently from Epaphroditus. It is God’s grace alone which causes sinners to believe and continue to
believe the gospel during their lives for the purpose of meeting His requirement for obtaining His eternal mercy and
life.

8 uéptug YEp "oV T 6 BEdC B¢ EMITOBB TEVTaG Vudic év oTAGYYvolc Xpiotod Incod — Paul is an apostle of the
Messiah. Therefore, he represents the Messiah with not only an accurate and full presentation of the biblical message
with respect to the Messiah, but also the sentiments and feelings of the Messiah towards God’s people, i.e. affections of
love, care, and concern for their eternal well-being. In other words, just as Jesus would want to be with his people, the
Philippian Christians, and care for their spiritual well-being, Paul wants to do the same.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 Having so fond an affection for you (ovtwg "opeipduevor vpdv), we were well-pleased to impart
to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.

Kol 10070 Tpocedyopot, va 1 Gydmn Dudv €Tt uaAlov Kol paALOV TTEPLGoEY vV EMIYVOGEL Kol TAOT CicONoel
— Paul is not explicit about the object of the Philippians’ love that he hopes increases. In Ephesians and Colossians he
makes it clear that Christians should love one another also his feelings, which are both humans’ feelings towards the
Philippians, it makes sense that Paul is referring to the Philippians’ love for other Christians in their gathering. It is this
love which Paul hopes will increase with the accurate knowledge and understanding of the apostolic and biblical
message that the Philippians’ will continue to gain. Thus, it is a correct knowledge of God that leads to an appropriate
love for one’s fellow Christians, because, if a person really knows who God is, e.g., His love and eternal mercy, then he
knows how to treat others who know God.

10 ¢ic 10 Sokiudlew dudig & Stopépovia, Tvo fre eilikpiveic kol dmpdokomor eig T Nuépay Xpiotod — Paul is saying
that it is the Philippian Christians’ growth in love for and knowledge of God and the Messiah that will directly have an
effect on how they live their lives. It will cause them to be able to assess what is moral vs. immoral, which will be
radically different from what the unbelievers in the world think because, by inference, they remain inwardly hostile
towards God. In addition, the Philippians will pursue goodness, making them “pure and without fault” when Jesus
returns.

And there will be a monumental future advantage of this kind of life. God will consider them qualified for eternal
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salvation when Jesus returns and intercedes for them at the final judgment. They will lack the kind of fault, a rebellious
heart, that would disqualify a sinful human being from acquiring God’s eternal mercy and entrance into the eternal
Kingdom of God. Therefore, by “pure” and “without fault,” Paul does not mean morally perfect. He means a genuine
and unwavering commitment to being forgiven by God for one’s sin and disobedience, even if it just an unwillingness
to worship God with one’s whole heart, mind, and body. In other words, it is a purity of inward commitment, not a
purity of morality that God will be looking for at the final judgment when Jesus returns and that will trigger His eternal
forgiveness of a sinner.

1 remAnpopévor ‘Kopmov Stkotosvvng 1ov* d1d Tncod Xpiotod eig S6Eav “kai Emavov 8eod® — Considering that
kapmov dikooovvng is the fruit/effect of justification, i.e., of being marked by God as a person who stands to be
forgiven in eternity, instead of Paul’s referring to the effect of morality/righteousness, he is saying that God continues
to “fill,” that is, work powerfully within them through His Spirit, to push and motivate them towards not only
continuing to believe in the Messiah now but also continuing to pursue a life characterized by biblical love and to hope
expectantly and confidently in their eternal salvation from God’s condemnation. This will be the cause of their arriving
at the end of their lives with authentic, eternal-life-gaining belief.

Thus, Paul is explicit that their love, knowledge, belief, and moral lives are the result of God’s having forgiven them
through His inward work in them and the promise of Jesus as their advocate at the judgment when he returns. God is
the cause. They and their lives are the effect.

And the final outcome will be the “glory and praise of God,” which will permit God and all His creatures to think of
Him as the greatest and most magnificent being. Paul is saying that this is the whole purpose of God’s rescuing from
condemnation and destruction sinful human beings who do not deserve His forgiveness and eternal life. This creation
really is all about Him and not about us or anything else. This also makes it all about Jesus because he is the icon of
God and the central, human figure of cosmic history.

2 Twookew 8¢ dudg Povropat, Gdedpol, 6TL Ta kot éue uGALov el Tpokomny 10D evayyehiov Aiiveev — We
know from Acts 9 and the rest of Acts that Paul’s God-given responsibility was to be the apostle to the Gentiles.
Therefore, even in his imprisonment in Rome, Gentiles are still coming to belief in Jesus as the Messiah as they come
in contact with Paul and his appropriate obsession with talking about Jesus as the Jewish Messiah.

So we should never despair in our own difficult or undesirable circumstances, because they may be exactly what God
wants to use in order to bring others to belief in Jesus as we come in contact with them. In other words, we never know
who among those with whom we meet might be influenced by our belief to become followers of Jesus as the Jewish
Messiah themselves.

13 (o1 ToVG deopovg nov @avepols év XpioT@ yevésHou v GAe 1@ Tportmpim kol Toi¢ Aorroic maowv — Indeed, the
emperor’s own personal guards, the praetorian guards, who are Paul’s personal guards too, have obviously become
aware of who Paul is and what he is all about with respect to Jesus. It seems that this news has spread even into other
parts of the community close to the emperor, including perhaps more of the Roman military. Certainly, it would be
impossible for anyone assigned to guard Paul not to hear the biblical message eventually. The implication here, too, is
that some of these Roman guards and officials have become believers in Jesus as the Messiah (cf. Philippians 4:22).
This is how God has made the message of the gospel available to the closest military circles surrounding the Roman
emperor. It took the disturbance in Jerusalem and Paul’s subsequent arrest, two years in prison in Caesarea Maritima,
and audiences before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa when he as a Roman citizen appealed to Caesar to save his life to get
him to Rome.

4 ko Tovg mheiovog TOV GOEAPGY €V KVPI® TETOOOTOC TOIC SEGUOIC OV TEPIGGOTEPOG TOAMGY GPSBOC TOV AbyoV
T hoelv — Paul’s success in his imprisonment of spreading the message of Jesus as the Messiah has also provided
other Christians (or “Christians”) in Rome with the motivation and courage to talk more about this message in their
personal contacts with other people.

I3 Tiveg pev kol S @Bdvov kol Epuv, Tiveg 8¢ ko 8t evdokiov Tov Xpiotov knpuccovsty — However, there are two
kinds of people who are motivated by Paul’s imprisonment and evangelistic successes among the praetorian guard to
speak the same message for seemingly the same purpose.

1) The first group are genuinely concerned for the eternal salvation of others and about presenting the truth of Jesus as
the Messiah and of God’s grace, so that their listeners may believe it and acquire eternal life.

2) The second group are envious of something about Paul (perhaps his being as well-known as he is among the soldiers
who are as close to the emperor as they are) and, having figured out that there are always people who are hostile to
Paul’s message, talk about Jesus with the hope that they can create problems for Paul in his appeal to the emperor.
Perhaps, this second group would even like to get rid of Paul by having the emperor conclude that he is a traitor to the
Roman Empire because he posits another and rival king, resulting in the emperor’s sentencing him to death. Paul
definitely seems aware that this is a possibility.

For example, Acts 17:5 But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place,
formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the
people. 6 “When [the hostile and unbelieving Jews in Thessalonica] did not find them, they began dragging Jason and
some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, ‘These men who have upset the world have come here also; 7 and
Jason has welcomed them, and they all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.””
Therefore, these people in v. 15 are not genuine “brothers” in Christ whom Paul mentioned in the previous verse, but
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are more likely unbelieving Gentiles who are forced to use a different strategy from the unbelievers in Thessalonica of
Acts 17 to make trouble for Paul, because they cannot grab him and drag him before the city authorities. We recall that
Paul’s purpose to be in Rome is to go before Nero and seek exoneration from him for his “crime” (of which he was
false accused) of bringing Gentiles into the temple in Jerusalem. If these unbelievers can make it even more
problematic for Paul in his appeal to Nero by talking about Jesus as the eternal king, or talking about the fact that Paul
is talking about Jesus as the eternal king, then this is what they hope to do. Indeed, the more accurately these
unbelievers communicate Paul’s own ideas of the kingship of Jesus in their conversations with others, the more
difficult they can make Paul’s defense before the very insecure and tyrannical Nero.

16 01 uév €€ dydmng, eidétec 6tu eig dmoroyiov Tod edayyeliov keipon — These are the brothers of v. 14. Thus, “some
people” have a love for Paul such that they want to see his responsibility of being the apostle to the Gentiles enhanced
by their own participation with him in presenting the message of Jesus as the Messiah. Indeed, Paul’s courage in the
midst of imprisonment gives them the same courage to act like him. Therefore, with good motives, they are advancing
the progress of the biblical message and seeing it spread among the people at Rome.

1701 8¢ €€ épBeiog °TOV XpLoToOv KOTOYYEALOVGLY, 0VY aiyvidC, 0idpevor BAIyv "Eyeipev Toig deopoic pov.* — “If it
is the Messiah Jesus who landed Paul in hot water, then let’s make it even hotter for him by proclaiming and
emphasizing Jesus wherever we can.” This thinking could be the case for even the Jews of the erroneous Judaism of
chapter 3. They believe that Moses is more important than Jesus, but to get rid of Paul they will emphasize Jesus until
he is gone.

These are the people, probably false Christians, of v. 15. It would seem that the stress which Paul could possibly
encounter could include being sentenced to death by Nero. Thus, these people are motivated out of evil to spread the
message of Jesus as the Messiah.

8 T{ yap; ‘mAnv 611 TOvTL TpoTW, eite Tpogdoel eite GAnBeiq, Xpiotog Kortaryyéhheton, T Ko £v ToVT® Xaipo.
‘AL ko xopioopat — Paul is sanctioning the message of the gospel that both kinds of people are presenting, but not
the motives of both. He calls their message “the Messiah.” And it makes sense that the envious group would want to
make be as accurate as possible in the information which they were conveying and thereby make it very clear that Jesus
is the king of the Jews in order to upset Nero who would want to be the only person in the Roman Empire whom
everyone would consider as “king.” Any rival king would mean treason and death for those who advocated such a
rebellious idea.

Other letters and even Philippians 3 demonstrate that Paul can rejoice at the teaching of these unbelievers who are
trying to compete with him and make life difficult for him only because the information that they are presenting is
actually the truth about the Messiah and not a perversion of it like that in Philippians 3 and Galatians, where those
people’s attitude is one of compelling others to follow the Mosaic Covenant. Thus, while one group of people in
Philippians are wanting to cause Paul distress, they must be mimicking Paul’s message perfectly, that Jesus is the
Messiah, i.e., the king of Israel, through whom sinners can receive God’s salvation according to His grace, meaning
that they are communicating that God’s sovereign grace, Jesus’ death, and his role as the eternal king are the basis for
sinners’ salvation. Their reason for talking about Jesus as the Messiah is invalid, i.e., wanting to cause Paul problems in
his trial before Nero, but otherwise they are not acting inappropriately. In other words, these people are certainly not
trying to force or compel Gentiles to follow the Mosaic Covenant as the Jewish “Christians” were doing in Galatia (cf.
Galatians 2:3,14; 6:12). As a result, Paul can honestly rejoice in their presentation of the message, because it gets at the
point clearly and accurately. This sounds strange, but we human beings are complex enough that what Paul is
describing here could actually happen.

But how can Paul tell that the “former” people are motivated by selfish ambition? It must be something he simply
senses in his interaction with them or as a result of his local friends’ interaction with them. If we observe carefully how
people are acting, we very likely can pick up on the characteristics of their motivation and what is going on inside
them.

Cf. 1 Corinthians where Paul criticizes the Corinthian Christian community for following a distortion of the gospel that
has resulted in their moral judgment being clouded. Thus, only the precise apostolic message without an attitude of
forcing people to be religious is what Paul is willing to support.

190180, "y&p 671 T0DTO pot dmoPriceTan ig cOTNPIOY 1 THS VUMV dejceme Kol Emyopnyiog 10D Tvevpatog Incod
Xprotob — Two options for what Paul means by “deliverance/salvation.” 1) Eternal salvation, or 2) Physical
deliverance from death when he presents his defense to Nero.

In spite of the fact that, in vs. 20-21, Paul includes death (and therefore eternal salvation) as a possibility for himself, I
think that the context lends itself towards #2, so that he really is confident that God is going to deliver him from the
death sentence which Nero could give him.

Just as Paul has been praying for the enduring belief of the Philippians for the sake of their eternal salvation, he expects
them to be praying for his deliverance from physical death as a result of his meeting with Nero. Consequently, the
“this” in the context are both his circumstances whereby the message of Jesus as the Jewish King and Messiah is being
spread by both kinds of people in Rome in the midst of his imprisonment and the Philippians’ prayers for God’s saving
him from physical death along with the help Paul knows God will provide him through the work of the Holy Spirit in
these circumstances. If God’s story (as the Spirit of God, i.e., God’s activity within the creation) includes Paul’s
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escaping the death sentence from Nero, then of course Paul’s life will be spared. And he is somehow convinced that
this will be the case.

20 wortor THY Femokapodokiay Kol EATIS0 Lov, GTL £V 0VSEVI cloyLVOT GOl GAL éV TAOT TapPPNCiY O TAVTOTE
KoL vov peyodovenoeton Xpiotog €v 1@ copati pov, gite 810 (ofg eite S Bavdtov — While Paul is firmly
convinced (it is his “eager expectation and hope™) that his life will be spared by Nero, nevertheless neither life nor
death is problematic for him when it comes to what he is willing to accept from the hand of God. It will not be
embarrassing at all for Paul to live or for him to die. They are both acceptable possibilities to him,

Paul also puts it in terms of having “bold confidence” that both life and death are good ways for Jesus as the Messiah to
be manifested as great and glorious through him—probably because he has the self-assurance that God will grant him
the grace and strength to persevere in his belief and obedience through either. If Paul lives, he proclaims the gospel of
Jesus as the Messiah as his role as an apostle. If he dies, he confesses Jesus as the Messiah through whatever means
Nero (or anyone else) causes him to die.

21 Epot yap 10 Lijv Xpiotog kot 10 dmobovelv képdog — Life and death are both viable good options for Paul, because
they both involve the Messiah, while death certainly will result in eternal life for him. He cannot lose either way, and
he is willing to accept either one.

Life means that he will continue carrying out his responsibility as the ap;ostle to the Gentiles to proclaim the message
of the Messiah Jesus. Death means that he will gain eternal life because his next waking moment will be seeing Jesus as
he returns to restore the Kingdom of Israel on earth. Obviously the latter is “profitable” just as the former is too.

22 &} 8¢ 10 LRy év copki, 10016 pot kapmdg Epyov, kol Ti "aipricopot od yvepilom — Paul is the apostle to the
Gentiles, and this responsibility implies that he will be successful in seeing Gentiles believe in the Jewish Messiah,
Jesus. Consequently, if Nero frees him and he gets to experience “life in the flesh,” he will continue to labor in
presenting the message of the Messiah, which, in turn, will result in more Gentiles coming to belief in Jesus. This will
be the “fruit” of his “labor.”

However, if he dies because this is what Nero decides, then he will existentially gain eternal life when Jesus returns and
he is raised from the dead. And this option is so attractive, too, that Paul is unsure which he would choose, if forced to
choose.

2 sovéyopan 8¢ &k TAV 8%0, TV EmBvpiav Exov °eic 10 Avalboal kol 6OV XpioTd eivor, ‘ToAA® [yop] paAAOV
kpelocov — In fact, eternal life in the Kingdom of God is actually a more attractive option for Paul than being the
apostle to the Gentiles on this earth, regardless of how much success he is experiencing in the latter. Nevertheless, the
two options create a sense of stress within him, because Paul has such a heart for the Gentiles to believe in the Jewish
Messiah that he would want to continue being their apostle and seeing more of them become believers in the Jewish
Messiah. But he also longs to be with Jesus in the glory of his kingdom of moral perfection and eternal life, which he
admits is ultimately the more desirable of the two options.

Paul feels a deep responsibility simply to fulfill his role as the apostle to the Gentiles, but he also has a stronger desire
to gain eternal life and salvation with its effects of perfect shalom and a pain-free and suffering-free experience.

2410 8¢ "émpéverv °[év] T copxi dvorykondtepov St vudig — Certainly, for Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles, to
continue to exist in the present realm and to instruct and encourage the Philippian Christians (and all other Christians at
that time) in their belief would be of great benefit to them, indeed more benefit than if he died, because they would lose
their living, authoritative source of the truth and have to rely on only one another (and this letter which Paul is writing
to them) to remind themselves of it.

Indeed, we should appreciate how valuable it was to have all the apostles alive during the 1% century in the Roman
Empire. For us now to translate from koine Greek and interpret their documents is a difficult task, more difficult than it
seems a lot of people think. To learn enough information about the history, culture, and use of the Greek language of
the Roman Empire in order to have the confidence to understand well what the apostles wrote is an arduous and time-
consuming task in comparison to living then and speaking personally with any of these men. And even then, Paul’s and
others’ letters reveal that personal contact with the apostles did not necessarily result in perfect understanding of the
gospel. Therefore, if it is was difficult for people to whom they spoke directly to grasp the message of Jesus as the
Messiah, how much more difficult is it for us in the 21% century half way around the world to do so. Thus, we should
hold our theology with great humility and patience with others as we all seek to help one another to learn exactly what
the apostles and their associates wrote in the New Testament.

25 kol TODTO TETOWME 0150 "OTL LEVD KOl *TapOUeVd TRV VULV €l THY DUAV TPOKOTHV Kol XOp&v THC TioTeng —
Somehow Paul has become convinced that he will live and not die, so that he may be of earthly benefit to the
Philippians by continuing to teach them the gospel either personally or through his co-workers, thus resulting in the
growth of joy and belief in the good news of God’s mercy through Jesus in them.

26 {va, O KoOYMUOL VLAV Teprocevn v Xplotd Incod év éuoi, S T Eufic Tapovsiog ALY TPOg VUG —
Assuming Paul will be released from prison when Nero makes his decision, he will then travel to Philippi at some point
to visit with his readers again—for the third time in ten or so years. Thus, the additional instruction in the biblical
message with which Paul will be able to provide them will enable them to brag appropriately about the Jewish Messiah,
Jesus.

It makes more sense to me that Paul is speaking here of the Philippians’ “boasting” (“proud confidence in the NAS95),
which is that which they consider to be the most important element of their existences as sinful human beings, is in
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Jesus and not in him. Nevertheless, their boasting has been and will continue to be “because” of Paul who has been
their teacher from the beginning of their faith during his second missionary journey of A.D. 50-54. Thus, it will
continue to be by his “appearing” again to them after he is released by and delivered from Nero, whenever this
happens—hopefully soon.

2T Mévov GEimg Tod evayyehion 100 Xpiotod moltevecte, iva eite EABGOV Kol 1MV DG eite AmOV "GKoV® TG TEPL
VUAV, OTL GTNKETE €V VI TVEVRATL, UG WUXT cvvadlodvieg T wictel ToD evayyediov — Here we have the only
logical deduction from what Paul has said so far in this letter, that the Gentile, Christian readers should continue their
pursuit of morality in light of the message of Jesus the Messiah which will result in their eternal salvations.

He exhorts them with the imperative verb roMtevecoe, which comes from the word ©éiig, meaning city, and refers to
how a person conducts himself as a citizen of such and such a city. Thus, Paul wants his readers to live in a manner that
is worthy, which is to say, which matches the “good news” of Jesus as the Messiah and God’s call for Christians to
choose to be loving and moral to the extent that they can by His grace even as they continue to be sinners this side of
the eternal life which He will grant them.

And Paul assures them that this should happen regardless of whether or not he makes it back to Philippi after he is
(hopefully) released from his imprisonment in Rome. Paul wants to hear about their “standing firm in one spirit,” which
is their unified purpose of remaining committed to the gospel message and its promise of salvation. This will mean, too,
that they will be “striving together in one existence with respect to belief in the good news.” The Greek word yvx1
(psuchay), from which we get our word psyche, is usually translated “soul,” but I think that the evidence in the Bible
indicates that it does not refer to a specific, inner element within us, i.e., the soul, but to the general idea of a person’s
existence as a created, embodied, human being. Therefore, Paul wants his Philippian readers to live out their existences
as Christians as if they were one person and had one existence. In other words, this too refers to their unity as believers
in Jesus the Messiah and their collective obedience to God which will demonstrate that they have the same
understanding of God and His salvific and moral purposes for sinners.

Acts 4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul (xapdio kol yoyn pie); and not one
of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.

28 ol u1) TTUPOUEVOL &V UNSEVE DTTO TAV BVTIKEWEVOV, HTIC E0TIV adToic’ viellic anmleiog, UMV 88 cotnpiad,
kot To0to aro Beod — The Philippians’ unified, collective, and firm belief and obedience to God will also involve
courage and boldness in the presence of those who openly oppose the biblical message. Their courage, etc. will speak
volumes to their opponents as a sign they the latter will incur God’s anger and eternal destruction at the judgment,
while the Philippian Christians will receive God’s mercy and eternal deliverance from His condemnation.

Paul adds that these experiences which the Philippians are having all come from God, so that they should view them as
that which “concerns the Messiah.” Just as Jesus suffered the hostility of his opponents, so also his followers are doing
the same. In fact, Paul says that the persecution which they are experiencing has been “graced” and given to them by
God. This does not sound like the kind of gift anyone would naturally choose, but it does indicate the authenticity of
these Christians’ faith and their genuine association with Jesus as their Messiah. Therefore, God has “graced” not only
their belief to them by working within them through His Spirit, but also their suffering persecution on behalf of Jesus.
Paul had experienced a high level of opposition to the message of Jesus as the Messiah in Philippi, and this same
opposition must still be in play towards the Philippian Christians 10 or so years later (cf. Acts 16). In the situation in
Philippi, it was people who were committed to the Greek religion for making their living who opposed Paul, in contrast
to Thessalonica where it was Jews who were committed to Judaism who opposed him.

Thus, we never know exactly from where opposition to us as Christians and suffering for our belief may come. We just
know that God will grace the opposition and suffering to us in the same way that He has graced to us our belief and
obedience to Him.

29 311 "Huiv Exapicdn TO Vwep XpLoTod, oV PGVoV TO £l aDTOV TIGTEVEWY GALY KO TO VTP avTod Tho)EW — See
note above.

Paul assures the Philippian Christians that everything which they are experiencing, including suffering persecution
from those in their city who oppose the gospel, is from God. The implication is that they can trust God for every aspect
of their lives because He is in sovereign control of everything within the created reality.

30 10v adTov Gydve Exoviec, olov eidete &v &uol kol vOv dikovete “8v éuoir — Two options — 1) Paul is referring to the
suffering he endured in Philippi in Acts 16 and now is enduring by having to appeal to Caesar and go to Rome—all
because of the gospel, while the Philippian Christians are experiencing the same kind of opposition to the gospel that
Paul did in their own city and is still experiencing years later, but now in Rome. 2) Paul is referring to the inner
struggle he described in 1:21-24 of having a great desire to die and be with Jesus, while also wanting to remain alive
and continue to assist the Philippians in their faith and obedience to God and Jesus.

In the context, I think that #2 is correct, that it is entirely appropriate for all Christians to long more for eternal life than
for this life, because they properly understand how wonderful the former will be in comparison to the latter. Yet, they
also desire to engage in this life for God’s purposes and accomplish what He has planned for them in regard to having
the privilege of participating in the process of sharing the gospel with both believers and non-believers in order to help
fill out and grow numerically and intellectually the group who will be in the Kingdom of God.

3LEY rig o0V TopdkAnoig év Xpiotd, e Tl Tapopdolov aydmng, el Tt Kowovic TveOuatod, el T GTAGYYVe:
kol oiktippot — Assuming that the Philippian Christians will continue to live and not die, and in the light of what he has

10



October 20, 2022 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Philippians

just written about his own struggles and those of the Philippians who are both believing in Jesus and suffering
persecution on his behalf, Paul encourages them to look to how their association with Jesus as the Messiah provides
them with a unity which allows them to love one another in as selfless a manner as possible. Rather than their
difficulties as Christians driving them apart, they should bring them together because of all that is true about them as
authentic believers in Jesus the Messiah.

First, Paul points out that there is definitely encouragement in being followers of the Jewish Messiah. He is most likely
referring to God’s promise of eternal life and salvation which comes through Jesus as a sinner’s high priest and
advocate at the final judgment. It is this to which all Christians should look as the best thing which will ever happen to
them in their existence as human beings.

Second, Paul points out that there is definitely comfort in times of grief as the Philippians demonstrate true, Christian
love towards one another. In their love for each other, they can assure one another of the truth of the gospel and
encouragement one another to continue to believe it for the sake of obtaining God’s mercy and eternal life.

Third, Paul points out that these Christians have a common mindset and purpose, i.e., a common “spirit.” Ultimately,
they are all about the same thing—repentance, belief, obedience, and an eternal destiny of salvation and life in the
Kingdom of God. This commonality is obviously a vital part of their unity in the face of the potential dividing effects
of the difficulties they encounter when they are persecuted by non-believers.

Fourth, Paul mentions the “compassion and sympathy” which they can show towards one another as they truly feel
with each other the sadness, disappointment, and pain of being mistreated by people who are committed to the world
and not to God.

While ultimately all these elements of the Philippians’ being Christians come from God, I think that Paul is referring to
the fact that they express them towards one another as means to help each other through the hard times.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 Having so fond an affection for you (obtewg "oueipdpevor vpdv), we were well-pleased to impart
to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.

32 EANPOCATE POV THY XOPEV Tvar TO 0DTO EPOVATE, THY DTNV GYGmNV £X0VTES, GVUYVYOL TO "EV @POvoDVTEC —
Many times in his letters, Paul mentions the importance of his Christian readers thinking and believing the same
message, the apostolic message, regarding Jesus as the Messiah. He wants them to embrace the exact same truth that he
is as an apostle so that their response to it can be the same morally and ethically as his is. Here Paul points out that if
this is the case of the Philippians, then it will fill him with joy as they resist any temptation to stray from the truth of the
gospel and hold on intellectually and by their belief to only it. Thus, he wants them to “think the same thing” and “fill
out” his joy by doing so.

In this way the upshot of their collective sharing in the truth of the biblical message will give Paul the most satisfaction
with respect to them and their Christianity. His responsibility as an apostle is to present the Messianic message with the
complete accuracy and authority with which Jesus himself presented it. Therefore, his desire is that those who have
heard the message from him and believed it embrace and retain the message with the same accuracy that he enjoys.
This, along with their humble love for God and for one another, will constitute their being properly unified as
Christians. It would seem, therefore, that one of the things that Paul has heard from Epaphroditus about the Philippian
Christians is that some of them are straying from the apostolic message, most likely towards whatever the Jewish
teachers are saying about relying on a person’s religious performance more than the Messiah for God’s approval, an
issue that Paul addresses in more detail in chapter 3. But Paul is quick here to point them to the Messiah and not to
Moses.

As a result, they will have “the same love” for one another, i.e., a common love which is genuine and comes from a
response to the gospel. They will also be “united in existence” as people who think the same, act morally the same, and
have the same destiny of God’s mercy and eternal life. And, again, they will be “thinking one thing,” the gospel of
God’s grace and Jesus the Messiah which Paul has proclaimed to them and which he exhorts them to keep at the
forefront of their minds. All other ideas, especially those of the world and of erroneous Judaism, pale in comparison to
these. It is probably the latter which is more problematic for the Philippians, judging by Paul’s strong condemnation in
chapter 3 of Jews who are emphasizing the Mosaic Covenant, this letter’s purpose, like that of 2 Corinthians, Galatians,
and Colossians, is to encourage his readers to place Jesus the Messiah and not Moses and his covenant at the center of
their relationship with God.

Acts 4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul (xapdio kol yoyn pie); and not one
of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.

3 undev kot épibeiov UNdE KoTd KevodoEioy GAAX TH TOTEWVOEPOGVHVY GAAGAOVE T YOUIeEVOL T DTEPEXOVTC
govt®dv — In turn, the division within the Philippian Christian community implied by all the language of being unified
with own another is probably causing those who are focusing on their external, religious behavior as that which gains
God’s approval to be “selfishly ambitious” with “empty pride” (because it has no real basis in helping them in their
relationship with God) to think that they are superior Christians in comparison to those who are relying strictly on the
Messiah and their belief in him for their status before God. The gospel is a very humbling message and leaves no room
for any Christian to think of himself as superior to other Christians, even if attempts to follow the religious
requirements of the Mosaic Covenant or his role within the world and the Christian community is different and more
visible than that of others. The fact is both that religious pursuits as the focus of one’s Christianity is useless before
God and that everyone receives the same outcome of their story and role as Christians in human history, which is
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eternal salvation and life. This is the fundamental equality of the gospel which all Christians should keep in mind in
order to resist any temptation to think of themselves as greater in God’s eyes than other Christians.

Unlike modern Christianity which has created its own religious requirements and, in addition, elevates pastors,
missionaries, and evangelistic/missionary organizations and institutions to a level where they get more attention and
accolades, even money, than obscure, unknown, and less talented (from a worldly perspective) Christians who are
simply quietly living out their obedience to God without any fanfare, Paul wants the Philippians to be marked by not
only a unity of belief in the same apostolic message, but also an important ramification of this message, i.e., a mutual
humility towards one another whereby no one considers himself as having a greater status within the community than
anyone else’s. And this within a religion-free environment of the truth of the gospel.

In God’s eyes, none of us is superior, even if we have a visible religious system and/or different roles. But these roles
(and difficult circumstances of persecution) are graced to us just as our changed hearts, belief, goodness, and eternal
salvations are graced to us by God, thus making God the source of our status and activity (cf. Ephesians 3). And our
religious additions to Christianity are not important to God. This means that we all have equal eternal status before
Him, even if some Christians are more visible in their religion and/or more well-known and appear to have greater
status.

3 um 1 Eontdv TEkaioTog "okomodvieg GALN °[koi] Td ETépov "Ekactol — It appears that some of the Philippians
are finding an erroneous message regarding the Bible and Judaism to be attractive as implied by Paul in chapter 3. The
religion of this Judaism is making them more focused on performing certain rituals than on loving one another
appropriately by means of the gospel. Consequently, Paul has to exhort them not to pay attention to their own
individual (religious) interests but, instead, to each other’s actual physical, emotional, psychological, and spiritual
needs.

This humble (and not proud, religious) perspective that Paul wants them to have will also result in their genuinely
serving everyone in the Christian community equally and each other’s needs. It is interesting that Paul feels it necessary
to say this in the light of Epaphroditus’ having brought a significant financial gift to him that demonstrates how much
they are genuinely serving Ais needs. But it must not have taken too much religious influence from false, Jewish
teachers to steer them away from loving one another properly.

3 Tobdto ™ "@poveite év Huiv & ko v Xp1o1®d Incod — Now Paul uses Jesus as an example of one who lived out the
implications of focusing on him and not on Moses, which is to say that he lived the “Christian” life correctly even if he
did not have to be a Christian who needed his advocacy through his death and resurrection for his sin. In other words,
the kind of life and attitude towards fellow believers and sinners that Paul just described and is exhorting the
Philippians to adopt is the same as that of the Messiah towards his followers.

Thus, to be a follower of Jesus as the Messiah is to adopt that same perspective on reality as his, including not claiming
one’s rights in the present realm and considering other’s rights and needs more important than one’s own and than any
so-called religious requirements, especially if it means progress for the purposes of God to bring about the eternal
Kingdom of God, as it certainly did for Jesus and his willingness to die on the cross in order to qualify to be the one
and only high priest and advocate for his followers at the final judgment when he returns (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4 and
Revelation 20).

This, then is the antidote to proud religion, following in Jesus’ footsteps and thinking about reality the same way he
did.

36 8¢ &v LopET BE0D VTEPYXOV ‘OVY OPTAYLOV® NYHoaTo 1O eivon Toa Bed — While Jesus was carrying out his very
human role of being God and the Messiah in God’s story during his first visit on earth (“existing the form of God”),
and while he announced himself as both the Messiah and God in the flesh (“consider being equal to God”), the one
thing that he did not do was demand that people acknowledge that he was God incarnate or even the Davidic king with
an authority just a little below that of the transcendent Creator to rule over the creation. As Paul will go on to intimate
in vs. 7-8, this was so that he could fulfill his earthly role by being rejected and crucified by both the Jews and the
Romans.

3T BALGL £00TOV EKEVOGEY HOPPTV SOVAOV AUPAV, £V OLOIOROTL "EVOPOTOV YEVOUEVOS KOL GYHUATL EVPEBEIC OC
aveporog — Even though Jesus was acting out the role of God in a human body during his visit, he “emptied himself”
of the right to claim this role and demand that people worship him. Instead, he “filled himself” by choosing to act out
the role of a common slave to God and the very people who were intent upon doing away with him—as well as to the
people who were his genuine followers. Whatever the Jews and Romans wanted to do to him, he allowed them to do so
as if he were a common slave with no rights and no authority over his life. He permitted other people, his masters of
sorts, to decide what to do with him.

He had come into existence “in the likeness of men,” which means as a real human being. Thus, “with respect to his
outward form,” which means what he looked like, he was “found as a man.” Jesus was just as human as any other
human being has been in history.

Thus, Jesus was a real human being who was manifesting God on earth, i.e., a genuine theophany, and he was a real
human being who was choosing to enslave himself to the desires and choices of his bitterest enemies, the Jewish
leadership whose purposes towards him were only to get rid of him. And they succeeded by crucifying him on a cross.
Thus, Jesus’ humility led him simply to serve people as a real human being without their worshiping him and without
demanding that they worship him, which worship he rightly deserved.
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3 ¢raneivocey E0VTOV YEVOUEVOC DT1K00C UEXPL BovdTov, Bovdtov 8¢ otowpod — Jesus’ humility as God who did
not demand that people worship him as God resulted in his willfully succumbing to the hostile attitudes and actions of
the Jewish leaders, so that they succeeded in crucifying him on a cross—even though he could have stopped them at
any time by exercising his right as God and the Messiah.

This is how far he went in laying aside his rightful claim of being the incarnate God and instead in choosing to be
people’s slave to the extent that he permitted them to do with him whatever they wanted, even crucifying him on a
Cross.

39 810 koL 6 Be0C HTOV VIEPVYMOEVKOL EX0PIGOTO adTH °TO Gvopo O Vmep mav Svopo — Jesus’ obedience to God in
his role as the Messiah by being willing to die in the cross resulted in God’s designating him the final Messiah and
High Priest of His people (cf. Romans 1:1ff.). There is no greater role for anything or anyone within the created reality
than his role.

Here “name” refers to all that which refers to a person—his identity and role as someone who simply is, such as God
Himself, or as someone who has been brought into existence by God, such as Jesus and all other human beings.

4%y, &v 1@ ovopatt Tncod mav yovu kapyn érovpaviov ko émyeinv kol kataxboviov — cf. Is. 45:23 “I have
sworn by Myself, the word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and will not turn back, that to Me every
knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance (611 éuol kdpwel Tov Yovuv kot €Eoporoynoetal Taoo YAOSOO T®
0e®).”

The phrase “in heaven and on earth and under the earth” (literally “those of the heavens and those of the earth and those
under the earth”) seems most likely to refer to all people, dead or alive, in that God’s plan is for every human being
who has existed to acknowledge Him and His ultimate purposes for the Messiah, whether completely willingly
(believers) or grudgingly (non-believers). In other words, eventually every human being whom God has created during
the history of the universe and the earth will admit the truth about God that was available to them through whatever
means that God has revealed Himself to them, e.g., through the creation, through the Bible, through the apostles’
preaching, through Christians’ proclaiming the gospel, through the moral behavior of Christians, through the detected
inwardness of believers, etc.

Those of the heavens = believers who have died and are destined for eternal life.

Those of the earth = believers and non-believers who are currently alive in Paul’s day.

Those under the earth = non-believers who have died and are destined for eternal destruction.

4l ol Toa YAdGGo TEEopnoroyrionTol 6Tt ‘kvplog Incotg Xpiotog eig 86Eav Beod matpdg — Part of what all
created human beings will have to admit is that Jesus is the center of God’s plans and purposes for the earth and
humanity, that he is the King and high priest for salvific purposes. This, obviously, will include all God’s people of
authentic belief, Jews and Gentiles, who will especially acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, because he was willing to
suffer death on their behalf as part of his role. Everyone’s admission of Jesus identity and role will glorify God, the
Father and creator of all reality, because this is God’s main purpose with the creation. As a result, Jesus and not Moses
is important to know and understand for all sinners, even Jewish sinners for whom the Mosaic Covenant is a national
obligation from God to distinguish them from all other ethnic and national groups.

This admission on everyone’s part will basically occur during the first and second resurrections as described in
Revelation 20 (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4 regarding the first resurrection).

42 Qote, AyamnTol pov, KoB®OS TEVIoTE VINKOVGOTE, WY °m¢ £V TH TOPOVsIY LoV HOVOV GAAX VOV TOAAG LEAAOV
£V TR Amovsig Hov, LETi EOPOL Kol TPOUOV TNV EXVTOV cwtnpioy KatepydiesOs — With the focus on Jesus as the
Messiah and the kind of life he was willing to live as a slave of people in order to accomplish his initial goal of dying
for their sins, Paul exhorts the Philippian Christians to be committed this same kind of life. In other words, his
encouragement is to live like Jesus and not like Moses, to serve one another in a sacrificial manner instead of focusing
on the ritual commandments of the Mosaic Covenant, even if it were to mean death for them.

This then places them in the correct mindset of appropriately fearing God and His threat of eternal condemnation
towards those who persist in rebelling against Him, because they are demonstrating that Jesus with his death, and not
Moses and the sacrifices of animals in the temple, is what obtains God’s mercy and eternal salvation from His
condemnation for them.

Paul knows that the Philippians lived like this when he was with them in Philippi. And not he encourages them to do
likewise in his absence.

43 080¢ Y4 E0TIV 6 EvepyBY &V VULV Kol TO BEAEWV KO TO évepyelv vmeép Tiig evdokiog — Two options — 1) God works
in the Philippian Christians both His desire and His working for His good pleasure; 2) God works in the Philippian
Christians both what they desire and they do for His good pleasure.

#1 is a good addition to the exhortation in the previous verse for the Philippians to work at living their lives properly
and in line with God’s moral commandments for the purpose of obtaining eternal salvation, and to do so with fear and
trembling before God because He controls them, not the other way around and all for that which pleases Him and not
necessarily them (especially in the case where their lives and their choices result in pain and suffering instead of sheer
Joy).

#2 is also a good addition in that it teaches that all the efforts that the Philippians put into obeying God ultimately have
their source in God for what will please Him and not necessarily them as they recognize through fear and trembling that
He divinely determines their choices and they do not determine His (and all this especially in the case where their lives
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and choices result in pain and suffering instead of sheer joy).

Therefore, both options really end up in the same place, supporting God’s divine determinism in the light of Paul’s
exhortation in the previous verse for the Philippians to work hard at obeying God for the sake of obtaining eternal life,
and to do so with the proper perspective on just who God is, no one to trifle with. He is to be feared and loved at the
same time. However, I think that #2 is what Paul is encouraging the Philippians to embrace, that whatever they desire
to do and whatever they actually end up doing in order to “work out their salvation” have their ultimate source in the
transcendent Creator. Therefore, they can be assured that God is at work within them and that they will be able to
follow through on what Paul is exhorting them to do. This also separates the first 6 évepy®dv from the second 10
évepyelv, which makes sense in that the first is God’s working and the second is the Philippians working, with the first
causing the second vrép g evdokiag, i.e., on behalf of or for the sake of what God really wants to have happen in the
Philippians, which is to live their lives commensurate with His eternal plans and purposes of Christians’ pursuing moral
goodness before they actually become morally perfect.

Cf. Galatians 5:22,26 and the “fruit of the Spirit,” i.e., the effects of God’s internal work in sinful human beings that
ranges from authentic belief in the apostolic message to love and joy in the midst of His sovereign rule over the
universe.

4 TIdvto molgite yopic Yoyyvoudv kol Stoehoyiopdv — Loving one’s fellow Christians (and also non-Christians),
especially when times are hard because of persecution, is not an easy thing to do. And the Philippians may be tempted
to grumble against God and even argue with Him about how He is governing the cosmos. Paul encourages his readers
to live their lives in humble submission to God and neither grumble nor argue with Him (or with one another).

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint/grumbling (yoyyvouo®d).

1 Timothy 2:8 Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
dissension/disputing (S10A0y1610D).

4 {vo, Tyévnce GUENTTOL KO GIKEPOLOL, TEKVOL BE0D "HUOUO LEGOV YEVEDRS GKOAMGC KO SIECTPOUUEVIG, £V 01
paiveste og poothipeg &v kKoo — Being willing to submit to God’s sovereign plans and purposes, even if they
involve great hardship and opposition, makes Christians innocent and faultless so to speak in the world compared to
others who remain in rebellion against God and ultimately refuse to submit to Him. This humble submission to God is a
light of truth in the midst of the darkness of falsehood and immorality which other people inject into the world.

Paul is encouraging his Philippian readers to live morally, rightly, and humbly before God among all their
contemporaries who are doing the opposite.

46 Loyov Lofic éméxovieg, eig kodynuo £uot gig Nuépov Xpiotod, 6TL 0vK €lg kevov E8papov 0VdE eig kKevov Exomiaoo
— The Philippians’ willingness to be humble and not complain against God in their difficult circumstances also
indicates that they are authentically believing the biblical message that promises eternal life. Thus, their enduring in
their belief will allow Paul to boast (humbly) on judgment day that all his work as the apostle to the Gentiles on behalf
of the Philippians was not for nothing. It resulted, albeit by God’s grace, in the eternal salvation of these people, which
will be much to his delight.

4T AMAO £l ko omévdopan Tl TH Buoia kol Aertovpyig The TioTEMS VUMY, Xoipo Kol cuyxaipe Tacwv vuiv — Two
options — 1) God is offering Paul as a sacrifice to Himself and as worship of the Philippians’ belief, i.e., as an act of
worship for the Philippians’ belief, or 2) Paul is offering himself as a sacrifice to God and as an act of worship for the
sake of the Philippians’ belief. The mood of the verb is either passive (#1) or middle (#2).

#2 makes more sense, that Paul’s willingness to endure the hostility of the Jews in Jerusalem that landed him in Rome
awaiting an audience with the emperor is his way of offering himself to God on behalf of any other Christians who then
benefit from his current experience. In this case, the Philippians have a letter from Paul in the midst of his
imprisonment as well as having demonstrated their own belief by sending him a financial gift through Epaphroditus (cf.
4:18) and also being able to demonstrate their belief by praying for him and seeing him released in order to visit them
again. Thus, Paul’s sacrifice of himself is more important than his sacrifice of bulls and goats at the temple in
Jerusalem.

All this leads Paul to rejoice in their common belief and to rejoice with the Philippians in the assurance of their eternal
salvation.

4 10 8¢ avtd Kol Vueic xoipete ko svyyoipeté por — The Philippians’ common belief and understanding of the
gospel with Paul should also lead to their rejoicing in such and in their eternal destiny just as Paul is doing. He has
already said that they are suffering for the Messiah as he has, both externally by virtue of persecution from non-
believers and internally by having a greater desire to depart this life and be with Jesus than to continue in this life (cf.
1:27-30).

Y EAtilw 88 év "kupie Tncod Tiudleov Tayémg TéMyoL VUiV, Tva Kayd edyuxd Yvovg T Tept dudv — Paul has
recently received through Epaphroditus not only a financial gift from the Philippians, but also news about them (cf
4:10-19). In addition, the gift and the news have convinced Paul that they are truly enduring in their belief in Jesus as
the Jewish Messiah, even 10 years after he first visited him and with only the instructions that he has given them the
three times that he has visited them (cf. Acts 16:12, second missionary journey; Acts 20:1,2 as well as Acts 20:3-6,
both during his third missionary journey). Nevertheless, it seems that he is concerned about something in their
circumstances, probably their becoming divided in terms of what message they are actually believing, that could affect
them negatively so that he wants to send the only remaining traveling companion who is currently with him and
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supporting him to them in order to encourage them that he, likewise, may be encouraged by more news about them
when Timothy returns. Obviously, this will be after they receive this particular letter through Epaphroditus’ returning to
them, and Paul hopes that the effect of the letter is to straighten out their belief so that they are united in the purity of
the apostolic message, and it is not mixed with the erroneous Judaism which he mentions in chapter 3. Then, Timothy
can find this out and return with this good news to Paul wherever hopefully he might be after his release.

30 008éva Yap Exm i66yvYov, 60Tic YVnoing Té Tept vudv weptuvioer — Timothy seems to be the only long-standing
traveling companion who is not only with Paul in Rome but also has remained solid in his single-minded commitment
to the NT message with the effect that he, like Paul, is also genuinely concerned about the Philippians’ belief that is not
mixed with error, especially that of the contemporary Judaism that is so focused on the Mosaic Covenant.

1ol mévteg Yo Té EqvT®V {NTodoty, ob T “Incod Xpiotod' — Others who have been close to Paul simply are not
caring as much anymore about both the Messiah and the followers of the Messiah. Paul is not explicit, but these
people’s concern must be either pagan idolatry or erroneous Judaism.

32 1hv 8¢ Sokiunv ovTod Yoo KeTE, 6TL OC TATPL TEKVOV GDV Epol E8ovAevoey eig 10 evaryyéhiov — Timothy has
clearly demonstrated his faithfulness to the NT message by his genuine care for Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles and
to remain in accordance with both his thinking and his obedience to God.

3 1otV pEv odV EATILe Téuyal og &y deidn T mept éué Eantic — Perhaps Paul thinks that an imperial decision
regarding him and his case is about to happen soon. Or there may be something else that Paul wants to find about. In
either case, he wants to wait until he gets more information about his own situation before he sends Timothy to the
Philippians. Then, he can send him without his needing him instead.

34 mémodar 8¢ év kupim 671 Ko adTOg TarXémg Edevoopon T — As Paul stated with confidence in 1:25-26, he has
become convinced that Nero really will release him, resulting in his hopefully being able to travel to Philippi in person
and to help them in their belief and being unified in what message to which they adhere.

35 Avaykoiov 88 ynoduny EToa@péditov 1oV d8eA@OV Kol GUVEPYOV KOl GUGTPATIOTNV OV, DUAY 8¢ GTOGTOAOV
KoL AELTovpYoV ThG xpelag pov, mépyal tpog vueg — Before Paul sends Timothy, he simply cannot wait to get some
information to the Philippians about especially Epaphroditus, who, as one of their own, had brought the financial gift
from them (their “apostle” and “minister” to his “need”) and, subsequently, became so ill that he almost died.

The Philippians had found out about Epaphroditus’ illness and had also very distressed by it. Therefore, once
Epaphroditus recovered, Paul considered it only right that he return to Philippi so that he could show them that he was
completely healthy again and alive.

Obviously, Epaphroditus is also carrying this letter with him.

36 gme1dn EmmodBY AV TAVTOG VUGS Kol Gdnuovedv, 16Tt nKovcate 8T1 Mobévnoev — Epaphroditus truly wanted to
go home and show his fellow Philippians that he had recovered from this near-death experience when he was ill, so that
they could be comforted by this news and he could be comforted by providing them with this news.

ST kol yoip 60EvnoeV TOPATANGIOV "0ovETm: GALG 6 Be0C NAENGEY 0DTOV, 0VK GDTOV 88 HOVoV GAAYL Ko Eué, Tvo
un Admnv ént AMdmnyv ox® — Even Paul was, from a human standpoint, going to grieve deeply if Epaphroditus died, even
though he knew that Epaphroditus would thus gain eternal life. Because of the way God has designed us in the present
realm, the humanly natural thing is to rejoice in the salvation and eternal life of a dear departed one, while also grieving
their loss in the present realm. Neither response should be avoided, especially if the apostle Paul experienced both.

38 5movdooTépug ovV Emepya VTV, Tva 186vTeg adTOV MY Yapfite K&y®d dAvmotepog @ — Paul was also anxious
about the effect on the Philippian Christians of the bad news about Epaphroditus. Who knows, but his concern may
have even been that they would think twice about sending him a gift, or helping anyone else for that matter, the next
time someone was in need if it resulted in the death of their messenger. I certainly could see them saying, “Thanks a lot
God, for responding to our generosity this way—by causing us so much grief.” Clearly, Epaphroditus was as well-
respected and well-liked member of the Philippian Christian community.

3 tpocdéyeche oVY ODTOV v KVPI® HETO TEONG XOopdic Ko Tog TolovToNg vtinovg £xete — Does Paul really need
to say this? Of course they will welcome him with joy. But it seems that Paul’s emphasis is on pointing them to God
and the fact that He is doing all this. Their joy is not merely because Epaphroditus is still alive. But it is because God
exists and is operating within the created reality according to His own sovereign plans, which at this point includes
keeping Epaphroditus alive for everyone’s sake.

0 511 S10x 10 Epyov "XpioTod PéXpL BAVATOV HYYioeV FTapoBOLEVSAUEVOC T YUXT, TVl AVOTANPOGT TO DUOV
votépnua T1ig Tpdg ue Aertovpyiog — Paul is not explicit as to exactly how Epaphroditus “came close to dying for the
work of the Messiah.” Perhaps, he contracted some life-threatening illness on his way to Rome. Or maybe some people
threatened him with death for his faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Unfortunately, we just do not know the details.

But in the midst of considering all Christians as equals so that none of the them looks at himself as superior to others,
the Philippians can hold Epaphroditus in high regard because of his willingness to risk his life for the Messiah.

Paul also says that Epaphroditus has made up for what is lacking in the Philippians’ serving him, but this cannot be a
negative thing. After all, they sent him a very nice financial gift. In Colossians 1:4, Paul speaks similarly of his
suffering being that which “fills up what is lacking in the Messiah’s suffering.” But was Jesus’ suffering really not
enough, so that he should have suffered more, and then Paul would not have to suffer? Absolutely not. Therefore, this
must be some sort of idiomatic expression regarding someone’s (the Philippians towards Paul or Paul towards the
Colossians) doing something like that which someone else has done (Jesus’ sacrifice of himself on the cross for
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sinners) in such a way that it does contribute to the overall effect of what the initial person had done (encouragement
and upbuilding in the message of the gospel of Jesus the Messiah).

It is not that Jesus’ dying on the cross truly fell short of a total amount of suffering that was necessary for him to
endure, but that Paul’s suffering and the Philippians’ sacrificial financial gift to Paul is right in line with Jesus’
suffering, and historically, according to God’s eternal plans and purposes, imitates Jesus’ suffering and continues
carrying out God’s plans as they pertain to Jesus’ suffering. Another example, here, is that Epaphroditus suffered in the
midst of carrying out the plans of the Philippians, who sacrificed some of their income, to send a gift to Paul and meet
his needs. So it is not really that the Philippians’ service of Paul fell short of some measure of fullness, but that
Epaphroditus truly got to participate in their serving him by actually going through a kind of suffering (that almost cost
him his life) in the midst of carrying out their plans.

61 To Aowmdv, Gidel@oi pov, yoipete v KVPim. TO ADTA YPAPELY VULV EULOL HEV OVK OKVNPGY, DUIV 88 T doaAéc —
The first part of this verse is the beginning of the conclusion to what Paul has been talking about in the previous
section. He simply encourages the Philippians to rejoice in who God is and what He is doing with respect to their
ultimate destiny—eternal life. He is faithfully bringing it about for them through Jesus the Messiah according to the
apostolic message which Paul has three times presented to them. Therefore, they can and should rejoice in both his
difficult circumstances and theirs, and theirs include the circumstances of Epaphroditus where he almost died, but God
has spared his life so far. In other words, joy is always the proper response to the gospel in contrast to having to grind
out obedience to the Mosaic Covenant according to erroneous Judaism.

The second part of this verse is the end of the conclusion in which Paul declares that he is writing “the same things”
which he has spoken to them in person. And Paul also states that this “is no trouble” for him. I think he means that he is
willing to repeat the apostolic message as many times as he needs to in order for people to understand it better and
persevere in their belief in it and only it so that they do not mix any error with it such as that which he is about to
describe in the rest of chapter 3.

Paul also says that his repeating the gospel in this letter means “that which is certain” (do@arég — nom. sing. neut.) for
his readers. Again, this is in contrast to anything else they might hear and be tempted to believe.

92 BAémete TodC KBvOC, PAEMETE TODE KOkOVG Epydtac, PAémete Thv katatourv — Next, Paul very bluntly and
abruptly launches into a strong criticism of those who I think are Jews who are claiming to be followers of Jesus as the
Messiah (like those in 2 Corinthians, Galatians, and Colossians), while also erroneously focusing on the Mosaic
Covenant, especially its ritual commandments.

The irony is that Jews typically call Gentiles dogs. Paul reverses this and refers to the false teachers among the Jews
with this label. In his assessment, they are also evil workers, laboring to present the biblical message from a position of
evil and not righteousness, meaning from a position of only their sinfulness without a changed heart by the Spirit of
God. These Jews must be referring to their own circumcision as that which demonstrates their proper obedience to the
God and is in line with the Mosaic Covenant, which in turn for them is the necessary condition for their receiving
God’s mercy and eternal life (cf. v. 9). But Paul sarcastically says that they have been badly circumcised, meaning that
their hearts have not been circumcised by God’s Spirit as is required by even the Mosaic Covenant even if their parents
properly followed God’s commandment to Abraham in Genesis 17 to have all male babies circumcised eight days after
their birth (cf. Deuteronomy 10:16; Deuteronomy 30).

03 Yueic yap Eouev N wepLTopt, ol TVEVUNTL "Be0D AoTpevovVTES KOl Kavxmuevol &v Xpiotd Incod kol ovk v copkl
nenowpoteg — Now Paul takes the Jewish terminology “the circumcision,” which the Jews certainly use for good reasons
to refer to their entire ethnic group because of obeying the commandment of male circumcision which God gave them
through Abraham in Genesis 17, and he uses it to refer to only Timothy and him as true apostles and teachers of the
gospel of Jesus as the Messiah. He says that Timothy and he are the ones who can properly call themselves “the
circumcision,” so that in contrast to the words v katatopnv in the previous verse, these words 1 wepitoun can be
translated “the well circumcised.”

Paul then goes on to say that Timothy and he serve God “by means of the Spirit of God” (o1 Tvevuatt "6g00
Aatpevovreg), referring to what God through His Spirit has done inside them by changing their hearts and causing them
to become authentic believers in Jesus as the crucified Messiah, so that whatever they do as an act of worship and
service before God is graciously caused by God through the work of His Spirit within them.

Paul then says that they “boast in the Messiah Jesus” (kavyduevor év Xpiotd Incod), indicating that Timothy and he
recognize that Jesus with his death, resurrection, and role as king and priest is the only proper basis (along with their
belief in him as the appropriate indication of the necessary condition of their having divinely changed hearts) for their
receiving God’s promise of eternal life and forgiveness—in contrast to the false teachers who are promoting the
Mosaic Covenant as the basis of salvation and obedience to it as the necessary condition.

Consequently, Timothy and Paul acknowledge their complete inability to do anything in and of themselves which
pleases God, so that he says that they “put no confidence in the flesh” (o0k €v capkl nero®dteg). Again he must be
referring to the perspective of the Jewish false teachers who count on their external obedience to the Mosaic Covenant,
not on either God’s grace or Jesus’ advocacy through his death, to gain God’s blessings of mercy and eternal life.
Therefore, these false teachers are also probably thinking that they are making themselves worthy of God’s blessings
through their covenant obedience, a perspective that Paul either implies or refers to directly in other letters and that he
indicates is a natural effect of an unchanged heart which focuses on religious rituals and ceremonies in a person’s
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relationship with God.

But Paul and Timothy have made a dramatic switch from living according to their “flesh” to living according to the
“Spirit of God,” from looking to their human produced external qualifications for God’s blessings to what God Himself
has produced within them through the work of His Spirit.

% xoimep &yd Exov Temoibnow kol év copki. Ei Tig Sokel dAAoC memoBévon v capki, yd udAlov — When it comes
to external qualities or characteristics that could possibly qualify a Jew for God’s blessings, Paul says that no one can
top his list.

5 meprtopd OkTomuepog, &k yévoug Topanh, @uiic Beviouiv, ‘Eppaiog ¢& Efpainv, xatd vopov Papicaiog — The list
of Paul’s qualities by which he could think of himself as deserving God’s blessings begins with his parents’ having
obeyed the Torah exactly by having him circumcised the eighth day after he was born (cf. Genesis 17:1-9-14). It is
important to realize that circumcision was neither initiated nor stated extensively within the Mosaic Covenant. It was
part of the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 17 and then commanded in one verse in Leviticus 12:3 in conjunction with
a woman’s giving birth. This, then, makes it something which is required first for a Jew’s becoming a participate in the
first promise of the Abrahamic Covenant when this ethnic group will become a “great nation.” And, according to the
same kind of thinking, it also is a requirement for a Jew (and any Gentile) acquiring the fulfillment of the second
promise of eternal life.

The next item on Paul’s “make me worthy of God’s blessings” list is that he is a true Israelite, a member of the people
to whom God chose to include as part of His promises to Abraham in Genesis 12 and to whom He gave the very
distinctive commandments of the Mosaic Covenant. He is therefore a descendant of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob.
Next on Paul’s list is that he is of the same tribe as King Saul, the first king of Israel, even though it is the smallest
tribe. This is the tribe of Benjamin.

Next that he is a Hebrew from Hebrews, which probably is not that much different from his being a pure Jew and of the
nation of Israel and intent on obeying God as any Jew should.

He is also a Pharisee, someone who holds strictly to both the written and oral commandments of and derived from the
Mosaic Covenant respectively. He is implying by this that he is all about obeying God as a true Jew who is committed
to manifesting himself as a bona fide member of the chosen people of God, which the false teachers consider to be that
which both Jews and Gentiles must do in order to gain God’s blessings of eternal life through Jesus as the Messiah. In
their minds, everyone must become a Jew in order to be pleasing to God and participate in the “great nation” of
Abraham’s physical descendants and in eternal life of people who imitate Abraham in his obedience of God (both in his
faith according to Genesis 15:6 and in his circumcision according to Genesis 17), while also believing that Jesus is the
Jewish Messiah. Thus, Gentiles must join the Jews in everything which God has required of them and not stand alone
as if they can believe and obey Jesus without also obeying Moses.

6wt "CHAOG SdKOV TV EKKANGIOV T, KOTG Sikonosvvnv THY év voue yevopevog duepmtog — In this next verse,
Paul continues the list of his external qualities by which he could potentially deserve God’s blessings—if this were the
way to acquire them. Like the previous characteristics, I think that these two were something Paul could point to before
he became an authentic believer and Christian.

Three options for the first one—1) Paul pursued building the community of authentic believers in Jesus as the Messiah,
thus making him a prime example of a good apostle of God’s central idea of putting forth Jesus as king and priest; 2)
Paul persecuted and tried to destroy the Christian movement, which was distracting people from the Law of God
because of its focus on Jesus as the Messiah, thus referring to his zealous desire to uphold the primacy of the Mosaic
Covenant as it would appear from the OT that it is important for any Jew to do; 3) Paul pursued building the group of
people who would be qualified for both Abrahamic promises, but of course he was doing so from the standpoint that
everybody had to be truly “Jewish” in order to participate in this group.

Probably only one good option for the second one—from an external standpoint, he was doing everything he could
according to the 613 commandments of the Mosaic Covenant, thus in his mind (but not according to God) making
himself a moral and good person before God. This is similar to what Paul says in Romans 9:30 What shall we say then?
That Gentiles, who did not pursue (t& pn Sidkovta) righteousness [justification], attained righteousness [justification],
even the righteousness [justification] which is by faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing (Sidxov) a law of righteousness
[justification], did not arrive at that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by
works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone.

Since all these are things which Paul says he can boast about as what by putting confidence in his flesh, I think that #3
is correct for the first characteristic in this verse, and that he really believed that he was blameless before God for his
obedience to the Mosaic Covenant. He was putting this much confidence in his “flesh,” instead of recognizing that he
was unwilling to be humble and face into the depth of his sinfulness and rely strictly on the grace of God for anything
which he did that would be acceptable to God.

Notice the above uses of didxo in Romans 9:30-32 which clearly mean “pursue” and not “persecute.”

7 TAM] Gtvor “iv pot® képdn, todto fiynuo S1é tov Xpiotov {nuiav — Paul originally thought that his human
obedience to the Mosaic Covenant would gain him the profit of God’s blessings. However, once he faced squarely into
the gospel and what God has declared as good news through the Messiah, especially, we can assume, regarding the
Messiah’s death by crucifixion and then his resurrection and ascension, he realized that his strictly human obedience to
the Mosaic Covenant could produce only the loss of blessings and salvation from God, because there is nothing that he
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can do of his own accord that commends him to God.

Instead, it is simple belief in and obedience to Jesus as the Messiah (by means of the inward work of the Spirit of God)
which is the necessary condition for obtaining God’s blessings. This is because the Messiah with his death,
resurrection, and ascension is the basis of any sinner’s salvation, whether Jew or Gentile. Paul knows now that he is too
profoundly and incurably evil to please God in and of himself, whether or not he is trying to please Him within the
context of the Mosaic Covenant given to the Jews. Therefore, Jesus (along with God’s grace) is the very basis for his
salvation, and belief in Jesus is the necessary condition which God requires in order for him to obtain God’s blessings
and promises.

68 GAAGL pevoBvye °Kkal fyodpot Tdvto {nuioy eivat S 1o mepéyov Tig yvoceng T Xpiotod Incod 1o kupiov
pov, 8V OV Ta A vt E{Nuiddny, kol yoduot okvfora T, iva Xpiotov kepdicw — This verse is not saying too much
more than the previous verse, that Paul understands that anything which a sinful human being might want to point to as
that which commends him to God, including of course his external qualities as an ethnic, Covenant-obedient Jew are
absolute garbage in comparison to knowing and believing in Jesus as his Messiah. The centrality of Jesus to God’s
plans and purposes for rescuing sinners from His wrath and destruction cannot be overstated. A person can give up
everything else in his life, but if he still has Jesus by virtue of his authentic belief and obedience to God, then he has
eternal forgiveness and life in the coming Kingdom of God.

9 o eOpeb®D v oVT®, Ul EYOV EUNV SIKOOSBVNV THY &K VOOV GAAX TV 810 TioTewng Xp1oTod, THV ék 00D
Sikatoovvny ént 11 wictel — Paul thought that he had found through his own innate obedience to the Mosaic Covenant
the way to being declared forgiven by God, but now he knows that he was wrong. It is only through belief in Jesus as
the Messiah which has been brought about by the inward word of the Spirit of God that a person can be declared
forgiven by God. This is why he boasts in Jesus the Messiah and not in any outward obedience to the Mosaic Covenant
which he has performed (cf. 3:3).

Thus, Paul desires more to be found in association with Jesus the Messiah than in association with the Mosaic
Covenant, regardless of how well he has obeyed the latter (which is not very well, because his obedience had all been
by virtue of his human effort and not God’s grace. It is important to remember that he is saying all this within the
context of encouraging the Philippian Christians to be careful of the false teachers among the Jews who are promoting
an erroneous Judaism in contrast to the information of Jesus as the Messiah.

70 70% yv@voL adTOV KO TV SVvauy THC GvaeTdoens avTod kol °[thv] kowoviay °[tdv] Toenudtov adtod,
coppopeiopevog 1@ Bavate ovtod — Paul’s purpose in his relationship with God is to know the Messiah and to live a
life in this world that reflects his knowing him, i.e., by experiencing the same kind of suffering which comes from
being rejected by the world and by looking forward to Jesus’ acting out his role of advocate at the judgment for him.
This is because Paul “conforms to [Jesus’] death” by facing into and acknowledging the depth of his sinfulness
whereby it requires God’s grace to cause him to do anything that is pleasing to God, such as believing in Jesus as the
Messiah.

The death of Jesus on the cross was a loud sermon by God and Jesus to effect that we all deserve eternal death for our
disobedience. And when we face into this fact, confess our sins, and repent by repudiating the sin in our lives and
seeking to do what is good and right, we are conforming ourselves to Jesus’ death and the message of the cross.

" ef g kataviion g v éEavdotacty ‘v ék’ vekpdv — Paul hopes and expects that all his belief in Jesus as
Messiah, advocate, and basis for receiving God’s blessing of eternal life will result in his rising from the dead and
being transformed into a morally perfect and immortal person (cf. 1 Corinthians 15, 1 Thessalonians 4, and Revelation
20). This will constitute his surviving the judgment of God with Jesus as his priest and intercessor.

It is not as though Paul is denying the possibility of the rapture which he describes in 1 Thessalonians 4, but I think that
he is either implying that it is much more likely that God raise him from the dead because of the long period of time
between Jesus’ appearances as mentioned by Jesus himself in the Olivet Discourse, or simply hitchhiking off what he
just said about Jesus’ resurrection in the previous verse while also choosing resurrection from the dead as the ultimate
act of God of rescuing believers since it is just that much more dramatic than even lifting a living person from the earth
and into the air.

72 0%y 6t 18 EAaPov T T 1idn tetereiopal, Sidko 8¢ el kol KaTUAGP®, £@° G Kol KaTEAqUEONY V1O Xp1oTod
°[Incot] — We should notice that the word “it” is not explicitly expressed by Paul in this verse, but it makes the most
sense that he is referring to the goal of obtaining the “resurrection of the dead” that will mean eternal life in the
Kingdom of God with Jesus.

Paul does not state explicitly why he has to say this, but I think that he is doing two things. First, he is implying a level
of complacency in the Jewish false teachers who emphasize adherence to especially the ritual commandments of the
Mosaic Covenant, that by obeying these commandments people, especially Jews, can relax and know that God is so
pleased with them that they will receive all His promised blessings. However, the problem is that they are ignoring the
depth of their sin and placing too much confidence in their “flesh” as Paul talked about in vs. 2-6.

Second, Paul is emphasizing God’s sovereign grace as the key and only possible dynamic and mechanism by which he
can “attain to the resurrection of the dead” (v. 11). This is God’s “basis [on] which [he] also was reached by the
Messiah Jesus.” God by His predestined grace worked within Paul to make him an authentic believer. And Pau by
God’s predestined grace continues to pursue obedience to God’s moral commandments as the necessary condition of
obtaining eternal life. As a result, he can keep “pursuing” his goal of resurrection, knowing that he will reach it—again,
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not because of his own self-efforts in accordance with the teaching by the Jewish false teachers of erroneous Judaism,
but because of God alone, who has chosen and predestined him to become an authentic believer and eventually acquire
eternal forgiveness and life in the future Kingdom of God.

Therefore, Paul assures the Philippians that he himself is in no way complacent about his sin and how Christianity
works and has not yet experienced the ultimate goal of his life, being raised from the dead and acquiring moral
perfection and immortality. Nevertheless, he is actively making choices which demonstrate that he is pursuing this goal
on the same basis as the Messiah’s becoming the most important reality in his life, i.e., the basis of God’s grace (he is
implying). He must also mean God’s grace along with God’s sovereign choice to extend mercy to him, because there is
no other basis except the Messiah’s death by which a sinful human being becomes a genuine believer in Jesus as the
Messiah. Just as Paul said earlier in this letter that God is accomplishing all the desiring and working towards eternal
life within the Philippian Christians (1:6), He is doing the same through His grace in Paul so that he can pursue his
goal, i.e., he can work out his own salvation with fear and trembling (cf. 2:12,13) and eventually obtain that salvation.
I think that it makes a lot more sense to translate tetedeiopon as “I have already myself reached by goal” than the way
the NAS95 translates it “I have already become perfect.” The context is all about attaining resurrection from death,
which certainly will result in believers becoming morally perfect and is also Paul’s goal. And this goal is in contrast to
the one which the Jewish false teachers believe they have already obtained, which is making themselves worthy of
God’s promised blessings by their Jewish heritage and outward adherence to the Mosaic Covenant. In other words,
false religious systems such as erroneous Judaism, religious Christianity, and any other kind of religion other than that
presented in the Bible give people the impression that they have reached their goal by conforming their outward
behavior to the religious system. Christianity, on the other hand, presents the only goal as that of “attaining to the
resurrection of the dead” and thereby encourages and motivates authentic Christians to continue striving for it through
the perseverance of their belief and obedience to God’s moral commandments, especially that of loving one’s fellow
Christians as the NT consistently mentions.

73 88eh@ot, &yd EuovTOV oD AoYIlopon KOTEIMN@EVOL £v 88, To HEV OTicm EMANVOAVOIEVOC TOIC 8¢ EUTPochev
émextevopevog — Regardless of what Paul has experienced in the past, especially (in this context) his numerous
external qualities of being an ethnic, Covenant-obedient Jew, by which he originally believed he could obtain God’s
promised blessings, he sees these as in the past and worthless to his personal project of appropriately obtaining God’s
eternal mercy and life and now looks only forward in his life, striving by God’s grace to be obedient in the future in
line with God’s moral commandments so that he may acquire the promise of God’s blessing of participating in the
eternal Kingdom of God. This constitutes “the things that are ahead of” Paul.

74 kot KOOV "k "eic 1O PpoPeiov ThHe ‘Eve kAceme' “Tod Beod év Xpiotd Incod® — Because Paul has
mentioned only resurrection from the dead and not the rapture, I think it makes sense to interpret “the upward call of
God” as being raised from the dead. Therefore, according to this particular “goal” (cxorov), he is pressing on towards
this prize (10 ppapeiov).

If Jesus were to return while Paul is still alive, he would still hear God’s call to him to rise from the earth and join Jesus
in the air for the purpose of participating in the eternal Kingdom of God. But the context lends itself more to
interpreting Paul as still referring to resurrection from the dead in the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Thus, if Paul dies
before Jesus’ return, his call to him would also be an “upward” one, i.e., rising from the grave so to speak, which is
probably more what Paul means in this context (cf. 3:11). Consequently, “upward” is a metaphorical direction even if
God recreates the existence of perished believers and they return in a downward fashion with Jesus as Paul seems to
imply in 1 Thessalonians 4.

And this is all “in the Messiah Jesus,” i.e., for Paul to be in association with him as an authentic believer.

75 Oco1 0OV TéLEIOL, TODTO "QPPOVANEY' KO €1 TL ETEPOC PPOVELTE, KO TODTO O BedC Vv dmokalvyel — Because Paul
has been talking about striving to reach his goal of resurrection from the dead and eternal life, I think that it makes
sense to translate télelor as “want to reach the goal,” i.e., people who are mature and settled enough in their
inwardness, because they have been genuinely changed by the Spirit of God and have heard of God’s eternal mercy
through the Messiah, that they are always wanting to continue towards the goal of eternal life and never think that they
can relax completely as though their goal has been reached in this present life. Certainly, this word does not mean
“perfect” as the NASOS translates it. It refers to the goal of a Christian the same way that the verb tetekeimpon does in
v. 12.

Paul urges all who are thus characterized to think the way he does with respect to life and eternity. He also says that if
there are those who authentically want this goal but who have gotten a bit off track in their thinking on this subject,
God will get them back on the right track, implying that this is what God’s faithfulness to His people is partially all
about. Genuine believers in the Messiah will tend towards thinking correctly and biblically by the grace of God as they
navigate through life. But they will not always do so, just as they will not always act in a moral and good manner,
because they are human and still sinners. Nevertheless, God is committed to keeping authentic Christians on track and
will even correct their thinking along the way as He sees fit and according to His sovereignty and timing and to the
degree which He wants. In other words, some Christians will grasp the truth better than others, but they will all grasp it
to some extent which is far better than the Jewish false teachers of their religious system, and by extrapolation than any
teachers of some other erroneous, religious system.
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76 TAny gic O "épBdoauey, ‘1) avTd otouyeiv’ — This verse is difficult to translate, but perhaps Paul is saying that true
believers in the Messiah will operate in their lives on the basis of the same dynamics which are true for Paul and
Timothy, the dynamics of the initiating work of the Spirit of God according to God’s gracious intent to rescue from
eternal condemnation the people whom He has chosen. They have already attained to a position of having a changed
heart by this dynamic. Now they should strive to reach their goal by the same dynamic of the Spirit of God, not by the
dynamic of outwardly obeying the Mosaic Covenant by means of their human self-efforts as a necessary condition.

7T Sopmpmrtod pov yivece, d8edoi, kKol oKkomeite ToVC 0UTO TEPITOTOOVTOG KOO Exete TVTOV NUAC — Paul is a
genuine apostle of Jesus the Messiah, and Timothy is his legitimate co-worker, so that both are certainly living their
lives according to the dynamic of God’s grace, which is working within them through His Spirit and on the basis of
God’s faithfulness to His promises. Therefore, Paul has no problem referring to Timothy and himself as good examples
of people who are thinking and living in a manner which is in line with the biblical teaching in regard to those who
attain to God’s blessings of eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God. As a result, he urges the Philippian
Christians to follow their example and model their thinking and choices after them.

Obviously, this is a bold encouragement on Paul’s part. But his firm belief in the truth which he understands and is
living allows him to speak humbly in this way to the Philippians. Any of the rest of us could also, but we would need to
make sure that we grasp the apostolic message very, very well, and that we are seeking to be as committed to it as Paul
and Timothy were. This is a tall order and probably to be avoided. The better tact to take is to point people to Paul and
encourage them to imitate him.

78 LOALOL YOIp TEPITOTOVGLY 0DC TOAAGKIC ELeYOV VUiV, VOV 8 kol KAoi®V Aéym, T Tolg £xBpovE 10D GTavuPoD T0D
Xpwotob — Paul states explicitly that there are many people like the Jewish false teachers of 3:2 who are not following
their example and who operate in their relationship with God according to the opposite dynamics. He describes them as
“enemies of the cross of the Messiah,” because they are not understanding Jesus’ death correctly—as a complete
repudiation of people’s ability to please God by their own obedience to Him, i.e., by drawing from their “flesh” in order
to do so.

As a result, they have not acknowledged their own inherent and incurable evil to the effect that they have truly cried out
to God for His mercy on the basis of both His grace and Jesus’ advocacy. The divine irony though is that this can occur
only if God causes it to by the inner work of His Spirit.

79 dv 10 Téhog ammdiea, GV O Bedg T Kotk kol 1| 86Ea év TR aioyvvn adT@V, ol o Emiyela gpovodvieg — Paul
finishes his description of those who are wrongly oriented in how they are living their lives in obedience to God by
saying that the outcome of their existences will not be eternal life. It will be the opposite. God will destroy them
according to His justice and condemnation.

Paul also describes these people as following their inner appetites, desires, and passions, which obviously are at odds
with God’s moral commandments and overall message even of obeying Him from a changed heart and not from one’s
own human and immoral inner resources. The result is that they feel good about themselves because of actions which
hide their guilty conscience and the depth of their sinfulness, even when these actions are an attempt to obey the
Mosaic Covenant, but from a completely erroneous (and therefore rebellious) perspective. They also “set their minds
on earthly things,” meaning they are committed to a worldly way of living that is the opposite of a heavenly way of
living, which would correctly take into account everything God is saying about Himself and sinful human beings that
requires His grace to do what is right both inwardly and externally.

These people are completely content in the religious systems which they are following on this present earth and who
glory in them, when they are still not facing into the guilt of their sin and repenting of it before God.

80 qudv Yop TO ToAiTEVRO £V 0VPAVOIC VTAPYXEL, €€ 00 Kol cOTHpa dmekdexouedo kvprov Incodv Xpiotév — Paul
now refers to actual government from which his passport so to speak has been issued. It is not a temporary government
in the present realm. It is a future, permanent government which has its origin in God (“in the heavens”), and it will be
from this government that Jesus will come when he returns to set up the first stage of the eternal Kingdom of God
called the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20. Jesus will save and rescue from God’s eternal condemnation and
destruction (cf. 3:19) those who have embraced him as lord and king, i.e., the Messiah and Anointed One from the line
of David and High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (cf. Hebrews 7).

With the use of the verb vndpyer = exists, 10 mokitevpa is a metonymy where the concept of citizenship refers to the
place where Paul and believers will rightly dwell in the future, i.e., in the eternal Kingdom of God. They will not be
illegal aliens. They will have qualified for citizenship in the Kingdom of God by virtue of the perseverance of their
belief in God and in Jesus.

1 Peter 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved [having been
kept] in heaven (tetnpnuévnv “év ovpavoic®) for you.

81 3¢ peTOoYMUATIOEL TO COUO THE TOATEWHOGEOS NUAV T GVULOPPOV TA COUOTL THS S6ENG adTOD KOTH TV
gvépyelov 10D dvvachal avtov kot vrotaEatl "avtd T tdvto — This is an interesting way of referring to what Jesus
will do for genuine believers, because Paul has first talked about attaining to the resurrection of the dead where there
will clearly be no body in existence because it will have decayed in the grave. Now he writes as though believers will
be alive and have bodies which Jesus will cause some kind of moral conversion to take place by making them morally
perfect. Therefore, this must be Paul’s way of saying the same thing as in 1 Thessalonians 4 about both those believers
who have died before Jesus return and those who are still alive at his reappearance—that they receive the same
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outcome of their belief, which is to gain eternal life and moral perfection. Jesus by God the Father’s activity through
him will take the “humble,” sinful, and mortal body of believers and change it into a glorious (awesome, magnificent,
wonderful, being imagination, standing out from what existed before), morally perfect, and eternal body like his own.
And this change of bodies for believers will be in line with Jesus’ other job of destroying the army which has invaded
Israel with the intent to annihilate the Jews and restoring the Kingdom of Israel while also ruling over the entire world,
thus exerting himself “powerfully” and subjecting “everyone to himself.” In other words, I think that it makes more
sense to translate T wavto as “everyone” instead of “all things,” so that Paul is referring to the whole inhabited world
which Jesus will rule during the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.

Like the miracles Jesus performed at his first coming when the transcendent Father powerfully worked through him,
Jesus will also perform the miracle of transforming existing (or raised from the dead) sinful human beings of authentic
belief who have become humble in their acknowledgement of their sinfulness and condition of deserving God’s justice
and destruction into people whose bodies are gloriously and awesomely morally perfect and immortal like Jesus’ own
body now. It is not that these people will no longer be humble, but that they will no longer be humbled by their evil
condition and the death which they await unless Jesus returns and changes them.

82 Qote, A8ELPOL LOV GYOTNTOL KOl EMUTOBNTOL, XOPG KO GTEQUVOC OV, 0VTMC GTHKETE £V KVPi®, "dyarntol — In
the first part of this verse, Paul ends his discussion of the false teachers and the importance of persevering in the
apostolic message of God’s grace and Jesus as the crucified Messiah by urging the Philippian Christians to stand firm
in their belief in Jesus with all that he means as their king and priest and the implications of this for how they live out
the rest of their lives on earth by pursuing making choices according to God’s grace and his definition of morality—as
opposed to trusting their “flesh” and outward qualities and actions to commend themselves to God.

Paul also calls the Philippian Christians his “joy and crown” because of the effect that their having become followers
and remaining followers of Jesus over the course of perhaps ten years or so has had on him emotionally. As a result, he
can wear them as a sort of wreath of victory because his labor among them will result in their obtaining God’s eternal
mercy and life. They will be his award and prize for running the race of fulfilling his responsibility as the apostle to the
Gentiles in the city of Philippi.

I think that the word &yanntoti is the beginning of Paul’s next statement of encouragement to the entire Philippian
Christian community and specifically the two women of v. 2.

83 Evodiov mopokod®d kol Tovioymyv Tapokald 10 adtd epoveiv év kupio — Apparently, there is some disagreement
between these two women (maybe that one is embracing the apostolic message while the other is being wrongly
influenced by the Jewish false teachers), and Paul, having heard about their sharp disagreement that is probably causing
a lot of disruption within the Christian community, urges them to unite in their understanding and pursuit of the gospel.
Evodiov comes from eb = well or good and 680¢ = way. Her name means “good way.”

Zovtoynv comes from cvv = with and toynv = the condition of happening without human intervention or control, i.e.,
from fortune in pagan ideology or from God in biblical theology. Her name, therefore, means “that which happens by
chance only.”

84 vory gpotd Kol 68, Yviiole "ov{uye, GLVALOUPEVOL adTOAC, GiTIvES &V TG eDaYYEAI® GUVIOANGGY Lol HETE KOl
KMuevtog xai 1@V ‘A0m®v cuvepy®dv Lov’, v ¢ dvopata év BiBAo {ofig — My guess is that the singular you does
not have to refer to only one person, but it could refer as an idiomatic expression to the entire Philippian community,
indicating that Paul expects them to be so united in their belief in the Messiah and love for God that they act as if they
were an individual person.

Paul states that these women have previously been very helpful to him in his apostolic responsibilities, as has a man by
the name of Clement, who most likely is also a member (indeed, elder?) of the Philippian Christian community. Thus,
he wants all the Christians, because they are his fellow-workers in encouraging one another to help these women to be
united in their pursuing of truth and morality, thus making the entire group united in such.

And these are all people whom Paul is convinced will gain eternal life, because he describes them as those “whose
names are in the book of life.”

This is the only use in the NT of the phrase “book of life,” except for the seven times in Revelation.

Luke 10:20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are
recorded in heaven.”

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in
the books, according to their deeds.

Revelation 21:27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but
only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. [and five other verses in Revelation]

85 Xaipete v kvpim Tdviote TaAv €p®, yaipete — Paul exhorts the Philippians to adopt an attitude of rejoicing as
they look forward to God’s finishing the process of bringing about the eternal Kingdom of God under Jesus’ leadership
when he returns. The importance of a believer’s expressing his joy in his future and eternal life is so great that Paul
repeats the exhortation.

86 10 émietkec VUAV YVOGHHTO TEGIY AvBpdTolC. 6 Kbplog £yyve — Paul also urges that the Philippians be people who
are gentle and tolerant of all other people in the midst of their sin, not harshly demanding (like the false Jewish teachers
most likely)that they conform to their understanding of the gospel, morality, and life, but obviously leaving it up to
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God to convince people of their sin and change them to the Philippians’ way of thinking and behaving. Certainly, this
requires a deep trust in God and His sovereign plan for the world and for each individual, so that these Philippian
Christians would not demand to have their way in everything. In this manner, the Philippians will present a different
face to the world, different from selfish, demanding, and harsh people who have chosen to make the things of this
world primary in their lives.

In addition, he says that “the Lord is near,” which is a reference either to time or to position and location. For example,
1 Corinthians 7:29 says, “And I say this, brothers, the season is short (6 xopog cuvestaipuévog éotiv).” Even though
there is a long time between Jesus’ first and second comings (cf. the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and
Luke 21, nevertheless Christians could regard the time as short from a psychological standpoint. Their death will be
relatively soon, and their resurrection will seem as though it is right after their death because of their being unconscious
(indeed, non-existent) until Jesus’ return.

But there is also Romans 10:8 “But what does it say? ‘THE WORD IS NEAR (¢yyvg) YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND
IN YOUR HEART’ — that is, the word of faith which we are preaching.” Here, the word refers to location. Similarly,
Paul would be saying in Philippians 4:5 that God and His Messiah are near in their work of making them Christians and
keeping them Christians for the purpose of their obtaining eternal life. This is to say that God is faithfully operating
within them, and therefore they should rejoice in this fact. Plus, it is God’s nearness by His working within them that
can allow for them to be gentle towards all men. I think that this is the correct option.

Thus, from a subjective and experiential perspective in regard to what is going on inside them right now through God’s
grace, the Lord is near to them and faithful to them, so that these Philippian Christians should retain their focus on
eternal life and not on this life and the things of this life which clamor for and demand their attention constantly. In this
way, they will carry out their earthly and temporary responsibilities as well as possible while looking to the future of
their eternal salvation as the most important event in their existences as created human beings—all by God’s inner
gracious work.

87 undev uepyuvaite, GAL €v TAVTL TH TPOGEVLYT KoL TH Senfoel petd eVvXopIoTiog TO oiTHIATO DUV YVoPLléchn
npog tov Bedv — Whenever the Philippians feel anxious and need something to assuage their anxiety, Paul encourages
them to pray to God for what they need, while they also thank God—for everything which He is about in regard to His
promises, love, faithfulness, etc. in the midst of their anxiety. In this way, Paul is encouraging them to pray for the
things of this life that help sustain their lives (food, clothing, shelter, etc.), but to do so in the midst of thanking God for
all that He has already given them in the manner of His love, the Spirit in their hearts, Jesus and his death for their
obtaining His eternal mercy, etc.

88 ol M elprivn 10D 00D 1) VTEPEYOVGO TAVTA VOOV @POVPNGEL TG KapSiag VUMV Kol TéL "voriarte VU@V €v
"Xp1o1® Incod — The Greek word eipnivn is often used in the LXX to translate the Hebrew shalom (m‘?g‘). For
example, Numbers 6:26, “May Yahweh lift up His countenance and give you shalom” (éndpoi xdprog 10 Tpécmmov
ovToD £ml o€ kal d¢n cot eipfvnv). While uses of it in the OT may lean towards the meaning of peace between two
parties, in Numbers 6:26 and even here in Philippians 4:7, it makes more sense to interpret it as referring to a life that
ultimately will be equivalent to eternal life with its characteristics of immortality and moral perfection without
suffering and pain. Therefore, Paul is saying that God’s promise of this kind of existence in the eternal Kingdom of
God will protect the hearts and minds of Philippian believers in the midst of the circumstances they encounter in this
world, circumstances that make them anxious for the things of this life and moves them to pray to God for His help and
remedy of relief from their anxiety.

Paul also includes the fact that the eternal shalom experience which God will eventually bring about for them as
authentic believers is better than anything they can imagine. This, too, is what guards their minds in the midst of their
belief from being overwhelmed by their anxious circumstances and destroying their belief.

And this protection takes place “in Christ Jesus,” i.e., in their being associated with Jesus as the Messiah who provides
us with the certainty and guarantee of eternal life through the truth of the information about him.

89 To Aowmdv, Gidergoi, oo é0Tv GANOT, So0 ceuvd, boa dikoo, Goa ayvd, 6oa TPosEIAT, Sc0, ebeNUA, €l TIC
Gpetn kal €1 Tig Erovog T, tadta AoyiteoBe — And when it comes to their minds, Paul urges the Philippian Christians
to make all efforts to ponder continuously those things associated with God, His goodness, His love, His magnificence,
and His faithfulness and promises—all which he taught them as part of the gospel (cf. v. 9)—as that which will bring
them comfort and encouragement in the midst of their anxious moments.

Whatever things are true are specifically the biblical truth with the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah at the center.
Whatever things are honorable are specifically how God can be honored by the manner in which we live our lives as
well as our simply honoring Him through our conscious worship and submission to Him in His sovereign rule over the
creation.

Whatever things are right include God’s explanation of reality with His definition of morality which is the standard for
our behavior.

Whatever things are pure probably also refers to moral purity in contrast to the immoral uncleanness of the Roman
culture.

Whatever things are lovely contain intellectual and moral beauty, i.e., truth and obedience of God.

Whatever things are well-spoken of are those things of which God speaks well, i.e., Jesus as the Messiah and all other
truth and morality which can be learned from the Bible.
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Anything which is morally excellent involves pure, biblical moral behavior by human beings.

Anything which is worthy of praise is anything good associated with God and His eternal plans and purposes.

90 & ko udOeTe Kol TOPELGPETE KON KOVOATE KO £ideTe év Epol, TodTa TphooeTe Ko O Bedg TH eiprivng éotan
ued” vu@dv — The relative pronoun indicates that the previous list of things to ponder contains those things which Paul
has taught them either through his words or his actions as the content of the apostolic message.

Then, in addition to letting their minds dwell on all these important ideas, Paul exhorts them to align their lives with
them, and the result will be that the God of an existence of eternal goodness and wholeness will be with them in their
circumstances as they navigate through life’s ups and downs. This is to say that God will faithfully work within them to
ensure they persevere in their belief and reach their goal of eternal mercy and life.

L 'Eydpnv 8¢ év xvpio peydimng 6t 1idn Tote dvedddete TO VIEP EUOD PPOVELV, £Q° @ KOl EPPOVeLTE, Kopeiches &€
— Paul now spends the final full paragraphs expressing his gratitude for the financial help which the Philippians have
provided him in his imprisonment in Rome. Apparently, they had wanted to send him this kind of aid before this time,
but for some reason they were unable.

92 o0y 811 KOO VOTEPNOIV AéYm, EYO Yop EuaiBov &v oig el adTdpkng eivon — Paul assures the Philippians that he has
learned to get by with whatever God provides in his life, still implying though that he is extremely grateful that they
have lightened his financial burden considerably.

Here “want” implies desperation and perhaps even a demanding attitude on Paul’s part whereby he has or would
strong-arm the Philippians into providing financial help to him.

93 0180 KOl TOTEWVODGHNL, 0180, KO TEPLGGEVELY £V TOVTL KOL £V TOGLY HEWONUOL, KoL XOPTALEcOaL Kol TEWEV Kol
neplocevew kol votepeichat — Paul does not mention explicitly what the secret is that he has learned with respect to
handling both poverty and wealth, but we can guess that it is willfully submitting to God’s sovereign rule over the
creation, while Paul trusts God to finish His project of bringing about the eternal Kingdom of God in the exact and
precise way that he wants to and that Paul will be included regardless of what kind of financial circumstances he has
experienced during his life.

% tdvio ioyvo év 1@ évduvapodvi ue — It is God’s strength (God’s Spirit!) working within Paul, which literally
causes him to handle all his circumstances of poverty and wealth with belief and trust in God. Paul’s whole theology is
all about man’s complete inability to do anything good in and of himself, so that it is always God who causes authentic
believers to believe and do what is right, even submitting to Him and trusting Him through difficult experiences.

9 TANY KAABG ETOTHOOTE GVYKOLVOVHGOVTIEC Hov 11 OAlyel — In spite of the fact that Paul’s faith would have
survived by the grace and strength of God in the midst of the financial poverty he was experiencing in Rome under
imprisonment, he still commends the Philippians for the good and kind thing they have done towards him by sending
him a gift to help him physically.

% oidate °8¢ Ko Vpeic, Prmmoton, 6Tl &v GpxT ToD edayyeliov, e EEfABOV Gmd Mokedoviag, ovdepiot Lot
ExkAncio Ekovavnoev gig Adyov 86cewmg kol Afuyeng i un vuelg povor — Indeed, the Philippians were unique in
their generosity to Paul even at the beginning of their relationship with him. No other Christian gathering were as
generous towards him as they were.

97 11 kol &v Becoalovikn kot Gmag kol Sic ‘el THv ypelov por éméuyoate. — After Paul left Philippi and went on to
Thessalonica where he encountered a lot of opposition to the gospel, the Philippian Christians sent a financial gift more
than once to help him out. This must have been very encouraging to him in the midst of all the hardship he encountered
in Thessalonica.

%8 00y 611 EMENTO TO SdpoL, GAAG ETLNTA TOV Kapmov TOV TAeovaLovTo, gig Adyov du@v — But Paul is more excited
about how the Philippians’ generosity reveals their changed hearts, so that in a sense they are filling their bank accounts
with more assets by which they will acquire God’s eternal mercy and life—not that they will literally buy these, but
metaphorically their pursuit of such genuine morality and love towards Paul becomes part of the condition for their
obtaining entrance into the eternal Kingdom of God.

9 gméym 8¢ mAvTO Kol mepiooevm TemAfpopot T deduevog moapd Erogpoditov té Top Dudv, 66Ny edmdicg,
Ovoiov dektnv, evdpestov 1@ 0e® — Now Paul likens their financial gift to him to a sacrifice to God on the altar of the
temple in Jerusalem in obedience to the Mosaic Covenant. Their act of love towards Paul pleases God like a sweet-
smelling sacrifice by the Jews through the Levitical priesthood, and Paul is delighted that Epaphroditus has brought
such a generous gift from them.

100 5 §& Bedc pov "TANPOGEL TAGOV Xpeioy DUOY KOTd TO TAODTOC adTOD €v 80EN &v Xp1oTd Incod — While it is
possible to interpret Paul as saying that, on the basis of the Philippians’ providing him a generous financial gift, God
will meet all their financial needs, it makes more sense in the light of all Paul’s teaching to understand him to be saying
that God will supply whatever they need to persevere in their belief that comes from a sanctified and changed heart
along with the outcome of such a heart, which will be eternal mercy and life. This will be in line with God’s own riches
of life and the glory of moral perfection, immortality, and eternal ruling that will be there for the Philippians because of
what Jesus as done during his first appearance as well as what he will do during his second appearance to intercede on
their behalf.

0116 8¢ Bed Kol moTpt NUAY 1 S6Ea €l ToVg aidvoC TAY aidvav, duiv — In this final paragraph, Paul begins by
expressing that the person who deserves to be admired, praised, worshipped, and extolled for how wonderful He is is
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God. He is our creator and the source of our existence both now and into eternity. Truly He deserves our worship and
praise continually.

102°Aondcacte mavo Gytov év Xpio1d Incod. domdlovrat dudg ol cbv éuot &dedpol — Paul requests that the
Philippians who read this letter greet for him all other believers with whom they are in contact. In addition, the
Christians in Rome with him greet them, wishing them the best.

103 gomalovron dudic Tdvieg ol &ylol, pdiiota 8¢ oi éx ¢ Kaioapog oikiog — Recent converts to Christianity,
including those who are associated with Caesar there in Rome, greet them, too.

104 g ydipic 10D kvpiov Incod Xpi1otod petd ‘100 mvedpotoc® Yudv — Paul’s final words are that the grace of God
connected with Jesus as the Messiah be active within their persons, which from all the rest of his theology means that
they will persevere in their faith so that they qualify for eternal life when Jesus returns.
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