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Titus 
 
1:1 Paul, a slave of God and apostle of Jesus the Messiah in accordance with the belief 
of the chosen ones of God and the knowledge of truth which is in line with godly living,1 
1:2 on the basis of the hope of eternal life, which the never-lying God promised in the 
ancient times.2 1:3 And He has revealed His story in the suitable season by means of the 
proclamation, with which I was entrusted in accordance with the commandment of God 
our Savior.3  
 
1:4 To Titus, my genuine child in line with our common belief—Grace and shalom from 
God the Father and the Messiah Jesus, our Savior.4 
 
1:5 For the following reason I left you in Crete, to tie up some loose ends and to put 
elders in charge in each city—just as I instructed you,5 1:6 if someone is blameless, a 
one woman man, having dependable children who are not accused of loose living or 
rebellion.6 1:7 It is necessary for an overseer to be blameless as God’s manager, not 
self-willed, quick-tempered, an alcoholic, a bully, or greedy.7 1:8 Instead, he is to be 
friendly to strangers, loving goodness, self-controlled, upright, pleasing to God, and 
having his passions under control.8 1:9 He is to be devoted to the message that is in 
accordance with the teaching of belief with the result that he is also able to exhort with 
correct teaching and to expose those who communicate an opposite message.9 
 
1:10 For there are indeed many rebellious people, windbags and deceivers, especially 
ones from the circumcision,10 1:11 whom it is necessary to silence. They are upsetting 
entire families because they teach things that are not fitting, and for the sake of filthy 
gain.11 1:12 One of them, one of their own prophets, has said, “Cretans are always liars, 
evil wild animals, and lazy gluttons.”12 1:13 This attestation is true, for which reason 
correct them rigorously so that they may be correct in the faith,13 1:14 not following 
Jewish false ideas and the teachings of men who reject the truth.14 
 
1:15 In regard to those who are clean, everything about them is clean. But in regard to 
those who have been polluted and are unbelievers, nothing about them is clean, but 
both their mind and their understanding have been polluted.15 1:16 They confess to know 
God, but by their deeds they deny him. They are repugnant to God—disobedient and 
unapproved when it comes to every good deed.16 
 
2:1 Now as for you, speak the things that meet the standard of correct teaching.17 2:2 
Older men are to be level-headed, dignified, self-controlled, and healthy with respect to 
their belief, their love, and their perseverance.18 2:3 Older women are to be likewise in 
their behavior—reverent, not adversarial, not enslaved to much wine, and teaching what 
is good,19 2:4 with the result that they instruct the young women in prudent behavior—to 
be loving towards their husbands, loving towards their children,20 2:5 self-controlled, 
pure, carrying out their household duties, good, and following their own husbands—so 
that the message of God does not lose its dignity.21 2:6 Likewise, exhort the young men 
to think and live well.22 
 
2:7 In all things, present yourself as an example of good deeds in the midst of teaching 
integrity, reverence,23 2:8 and a message that is uncorrupted and beyond reproach so 
that the opponent may be put to shame because he has nothing bad to say about us.24 
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2:9 Exhort slaves to obey their masters in everything, to be pleasing to them, not 
complaining,25 2:10 and not stealing, but demonstrating all good belief, with the result that 
they will adorn the teaching of our Savior, God, in everything they do.26 
 
2:11 For the grace of God has appeared and brought salvation to all men.27 2:12 It has 
educated us with the result that we repudiate ungodliness and worldly desires, and we 
live prudently, righteously, and in a godly manner in the present age.28 2:13 We are 
waiting for the blessed hope and the appearance of the glory of the great God and our 
savior, Jesus the Messiah,29 2:14 who gave himself on our behalf so that he may redeem 
us from all lawlessness and cleanse for himself a people chosen to be special, zealous 
for good deeds.30 
 
2:15 Speak these things, exhort, and correct with all authority. Let no one disregard 
you.31 3:1 Remind them to submit to rulers and authorities, to obey them, to be ready for 
every good deed,32 3:2 to slander no one, to be peaceable, allowing people to be in 
process, and demonstrating humility towards all men.33 
 
3:3 Formerly, we were indeed foolish, disobedient, deceivers, enslaved to our passions 
and various pleasures, living in a state of evil and envy, and hating one another.34 3:4 But 
when the kindness and love for mankind of our savior, God, appeared,35 3:5 He saved 
us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in a state of righteousness, but on the basis 
of His mercy through the washing of rebirth and renewal brought about by the Holy 
Spirit.36 3:6 He poured him out richly on us in view of Jesus Christ, our savior,37 3:7 with 
the result that we were declared justified by means of His grace, and we became heirs in 
accordance with the hope of eternal life.38 3:8 This is a trustworthy statement.  
 
And I want you to speak confidently concerning these things, so that those who have 
believed in God may be intent upon showing themselves as caring about good deeds. 
These things are good and beneficial to men.39 3:9 But avoid foolish controversies, 
ancestral errors, and conflicts and quarrels pertaining to the Covenant, because they are 
useless and worthless.40 3:10 Decline a divisive man with a first and second warning,41 
3:11 knowing that such a man has been corrupted, is sinning, and has condemned 
himself.42 
 
3:12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, hasten to come to me at Nicopolis, 
because I have decided to spend the winter there.43 3:13 Earnestly help send on their 
way Zenas, the expert in the law, and Apollos, so that they lack nothing.44 3:14 Let those 
who belong to us learn to give aid with good deeds to pressing needs, so that they may 
not be unfruitful.45  
 
3:15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. 
 
Grace be with you all.46 
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1 Pauvloß douvloß qeouv, aÓpo/stoloß de«  ¡∆Ihsouv Cristouv⁄ kata» pi÷stin e˙klektw ◊n qeouv kai« e˙pi÷gnwsin aÓlhqei÷aß thvß 
kat∆ eujse÷beian – In characteristic fashion, Paul identifies himself as the author of this letter by pointing out that he 
serves God as obediently as a slave would obey his master in a 1st century Roman Empire household. Whatever God 
commands, Paul does. He is also an authoritative spokesman for Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, who is both the eternal 
king of the Kingdom of Israel/God and the eternal priest of its inhabitants who require God’s mercy in order to gain life 
within it (cf. Acts 9, the story of Paul’s conversion). His apostleship in the created reality is in line with the belief of 
those whom God chose before He brought the creation into existence, because Paul proclaims a message which 
authentic believers who acquire eternal salvation believe. 
His apostleship is also in line with the knowledge of biblical truth which itself is consonant and commensurate with the 
kind of living to which God has called the people who authentically believe the truth of Jesus as the Messiah. Thus, 
Paul’s responsibility, the information he conveys, the belief which people employ as their response to this information, 
and the lives which he and they live are all inextricably tied together so that none of these can be missing if both Paul 
and those who embrace his message are genuinely going to be recipients of God’s promise of eternal mercy and life. 
Paul probably wrote this letter from Nicopolis (3:12), northwest of Corinth and Athens on the Aegean Sea, to Titus on 
the island of Crete (1:5ff.) around A.D. 66 after his release from his first imprisonment in Rome. 
2 ™e˙p∆ e˙lpi÷di zwhvß ai˙wni÷ou, h§n e˙phggei÷lato oJ aÓyeudh\ß qeo\ß pro\ cro/nwn ai˙wni÷wn – Paul also says that he is an apostle 
on the basis of there being people who expect with absolute confidence that God will grant them eternal life. And God 
promised this eternal life (which is why people can legitimately wait for it with complete confidence) long ago in 
ancient times. Paul is probably referring to God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 to bless with eternal life him 
and anyone who chooses to associate with him by having the same kind of belief in God (cf. Hebrews 11). And for Paul 
to label God as the “never-lying” God is the same as saying that God promised eternal life to people of genuine belief. 
In other words, God is exactly this faithful and loyal to His promises. If He says He is going to do something, then He 
will definitely do it. 
3 e˙fane÷rwsen de« kairoi √ß i˙di÷oiß to\n lo/gon aujtouv e˙n khru/gmati, o§ e˙pisteu/qhn e˙gw» kat∆ e˙pitagh\n touv swthvroß hJmw ◊n 
qeouv – God also planned to make known to the world the information regarding Jesus the Messiah and eternal life 
which comes through him at just the right time in human history, and He planned to make this known through the 
public and oral proclamation of people like the apostle Paul. This information is the same as the story of God which He 
has been writing, is writing, and continues to write by sovereignly directing the creation exactly as it is going, so that 
the story of God is the information of God, specifically regarding how Jesus the Messiah fits into the story and is 
central to the proclamation by the apostle Paul whenever he speaks to mainly Gentiles, because their hearing this 
information is his gift and responsibility from God. 
Thus, Paul says that God entrusted to him this story and information through a commandment which God specifically 
gave him, and this is the same God who is the Savior from eternal condemnation and destruction for both Paul and 
Titus. 
4 Ti÷twˆ gnhsi÷wˆ te÷knwˆ kata» koinh\n pi÷stin, ca¿riß  ™kai« ei˙rh/nh aÓpo\ qeouv patro\ß kai«  ¡Cristouv ∆Ihsouv⁄ touv swthvroß 
hJmw ◊n – This letter is to Paul’s associate Titus, whom Paul knows was someone who heard the gospel from him and 
became a genuine believer in it like him. Paul’s desire is that God, the source of all things (Father) and the Messiah 
Jesus who rescues Paul and Titus from God’s wrath and destruction, continue to grant His grace (inner strength to 
believe and obey, albeit not perfectly) and a degree of shalom-like life, i.e., a life that is characterized by being blessed 
by God, even if it is mainly inwardly as persevering, genuine belief with some outward moral obedience, to Titus.  
5 Tou/tou ca¿rin  ™aÓpe÷lipo/n se e˙n Krh/thØ, iºna ta» lei÷ponta  ™`e˙pidiorqw¿shØ kai« katasth/shØß kata» po/lin presbute÷rouß, 
w ß e˙gw¿ soi dietaxa¿mhn – Paul begins the body of the letter by repeating what he must have said to Titus when he left 
him on Crete, that his purpose for doing so was for him to take care of certain things that would complete the process of 
the Christian community acquiring the potential to remain stable and healthy. One of these things was the appointment 
of “elders,” men who would watch over the teaching, belief, and behavior of the Christians on Crete with the correct 
information from Paul who had proclaimed the message of Jesus as the Messiah to all of them.  
6 ei¶ ti÷ß e˙stin aÓne÷gklhtoß, mia ◊ß gunaiko\ß aÓnh/r, te÷kna e¶cwn pista¿, mh\ e˙n kathgori÷aˆ aÓswti÷aß h£ aÓnupo/takta – The 
first qualities of an elder that Paul lists here are 1) having a genuine belief that is matched by outward behavior that for 
the most part is in line with God’s moral commandments for us as human beings, so that no one can say where and if 
the elder is really messing up in his life, 2) being committed to his wife and not employing the common pagan practice 
of either temple prostitution or general infidelity, 3) having children who are generally in line with the gospel in its 
intellectual truth and outward behavior as a reflection of his ability to manage his household well as he would manage 
the Christian community well (as Paul says in 1 Timothy 3:5). But what if the children willfully disobey their father 
and the gospel out of their own moral rebellion against God, and what ages are these children to whom Paul is 
referring? The general principle seems to be that an elder’s family should all be exercising a healthy level of self-
control in order for him to provide good help to the Christian community in their pursuit of growing in their 
understanding of the gospel and of obeying God’s moral commandments.  
7 dei √ ga»r to\n e˙pi÷skopon aÓne÷gklhton ei•nai w ß qeouv oi˙kono/mon, mh\ aujqa¿dh, mh\ ojrgi÷lon, mh\ pa¿roinon, mh\ plh/kthn, 
mh\ ai˙scrokerdhv – Paul moves on to other qualities of an elder, whom he also labels an “overseer,” i.e., someone who 
watches over the community of believers. These qualities are 4) the same as #1 in the previous verse, but with the 



August 24, 2022  Translation and Notes by Earle Craig 
Titus 

 4 

 
added information that he is managing God’s household in a manner similar to managers in 1st century Roman 
households, where probably this person is a very reliable slave who is entirely obedient to his master, who in this case 
is God. The elder/overseer is also 5) not self-willed, i.e., deciding for himself what is right vs. wrong, but looks entirely 
to God for the question of exactly what is moral, 6) not quick-tempered, but willing to be patient with people when 
their poor behavior impinges upon his well-being, 7) not an alcoholic, addicted to wine (most likely in the 1st century 
Roman Empire) to deal with the pain which the difficulties of life bring into every person’s life, 8) not a bully, who 
uses some manner of coercion, even subtle and passive-aggressive to motivate people to follow the gospel, rather than 
respecting every person’s individuality and trusting God to work in people’s minds and hearts to direct them towards 
belief and proper obedience, and 9) not greedy for wealth or financial gain, which would reveal a lack of trust in God 
for his and his family’s physical well-being in the present realm. 
8 aÓlla» filo/xenon fila¿gaqon sw¿frona di÷kaion o¢sion e˙gkrathv – Paul goes back to listing positive qualities of elders, 
10) able to relate well and lovingly to people outside the community of believers, in other words, personable, 11) 
committed to morality as defined by God and the gospel which Paul has taught on Crete, 12) for the most part capable 
of keeping his sinful passions in check so as not to follow through on them, 13) basically doing what is right in his 
outward behavior, 14) doing that which pleases God, i.e., what is moral and good in line with the biblical message, and 
15) like #3, not allowing his sinful passions to get the most of him.  
9 aÓnteco/menon touv kata» th\n didach\n pistouv lo/gou, iºna dunato\ß hØ™ kai« parakalei √n  ¡e˙n thØv didaskali÷aˆ thØv 
uJgiainou/shØ⁄ kai« tou\ß aÓntile÷gontaß e˙le÷gcein – Paul lists more positive qualities of an elder, 16) committed to the 
apostolic message which Paul has taught, along with the communication skills to repeat this message and discern the 
difference between it and that which others might try to put forth as the gospel and yet is actually the opposite of it. 
This last quality probably implies that people who teach something different couch it in such a way that it sounds as 
though they are saying the same thing as Paul, which they may outwardly, but perhaps their attitude and behavior 
reveals that they are “saying” and communicating the opposite, e.g., they lack appropriate grace and mercy in dealing 
with other Christians (cf. Galatians).  
10 Ei˙si«n ga»r polloi«  ∞[kai«] aÓnupo/taktoi, mataiolo/goi kai« frenapa¿tai, ma¿lista oi˚ e˙k  ∞thvß peritomhvß – Paul states 
that there are both Gentiles and Jews who are presenting false ideas within the Christian community on Crete. And it 
seems that most of them are Jewish.  
11 ou§ß dei √ e˙pistomi÷zein, oiºtineß o¢louß oi¶kouß aÓnatre÷pousin dida¿skonteß a± mh\ dei √ ai˙scrouv ke÷rdouß ca¿rin – Paul 
says that it is important not to allow these people to disseminate their ideas which are antithetical to the gospel. Indeed 
their teaching is disrupting the belief and behavior of entire “houses,” by which I think he means the gatherings of 
Christians in people’s homes.  
In addition, these bad teaches are also demanding to be paid for their work of proclaiming their version of the gospel, 
which is a form of erroneous Judaism like the false apostles of 2 Corinthians.  
12 ei•pe÷n  £ tiß e˙x aujtw ◊n i¶dioß aujtw ◊n profh/thß Krhvteß aÓei« yeuvstai, kaka» qhri÷a, gaste÷reß aÓrgai÷ – The question 
here is whether Paul is simply quoting the 6th century B.C. Cretan poet and religious performer Epimenides and 
likening him to the false teachers of his day or Paul is saying that one of the false teachers of his day is quoting 
Epimenides for his own purposes of gaining more influence over the Cretan Christian community? It makes more sense 
to see Paul as simply quoting the ancient poet so that he is agreeing with this assessment of the Cretan society in the 
next verse by saying, “This attestation is true,” which is as much to say that the people on the Island of Crete are 
particularly drawn towards evil as demonstrated by the sheer number of them who are causing problems with false 
ideas within their own Christian community. 
13 hJ marturi÷a au¢th e˙sti«n aÓlhqh/ß. di∆ h§n ai˙ti÷an e¶legce aujtou\ß aÓpoto/mwß, iºna uJgiai÷nwsin  ∞e˙n thØv pi÷stei – Paul more 
likely is saying that Epimenides was right, and therefore it is important for Titus to be diligent to make sure that anyone 
who wants to put forth ideas which are opposite to the gospel should not be allowed to do so.  
14 mh\ prose÷conteß ∆Ioudaiœkoi √ß mu/qoiß kai«  ™e˙ntolai √ß aÓnqrw¿pwn aÓpostrefome÷nwn th\n aÓlh/qeian – Because both Jews 
and Gentiles are involved in promoting false ideas in the Christian community of Crete, Paul states explicitly that they 
both need to be corrected so that no one is led astray by them, either the “Jewish false ideas” or “the teachings of men 
who reject the truth,” this latter referring to Gentiles. 
Or Paul is referring to the main problem he always faces of Jews who claim to be following Jesus bringing their 
erroneous Judaism into their teaching, which ends up being a rejection of the apostolic message. 
15 pa¿nta  £ kaqara» toi √ß kaqaroi √ß: toi √ß de« memiamme÷noiß kai« aÓpi÷stoiß oujde«n kaqaro/n, aÓlla» memi÷antai aujtw ◊n kai« oJ 
nouvß kai« hJ sunei÷dhsiß – Paul also states explicitly that authentic believers, those “who are clean,” are entirely “clean,”  
most likely referring to the fact that the Spirit of God gives these people who are changed inwardly sufficient desire and 
motivation to know the truth of the Bible and to live it out so that God is definitely pleased with their lives overall, in 
spite of their continuing to be morally depraved sinners. This latter fact does not make them dirty in the final analysis, 
because they still qualify by their Spirit-produced desires, thinking, and actions for God’s mercy and eternal life. 
Therefore, Paul is not using “clean” to refer to moral perfection but to divinely changed inwardness and its results as 
caused by the Spirit of God. And this is true even for Cretan Christians who may have formerly had an even greater 
propensity and demonstration of evil than was true of other cultural groups in the 1st century Roman Empire. 
In contrast, unbelievers are polluted and completely unclean, not because they never do anything which can be 
categorized as morally good, but because they are committed to rejecting the truth of the gospel and God. Their minds 
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have no problem thinking that false ideas about reality are good and right and ought to be promoted among other 
people. And this is even more true for Cretans in line with Epimenides’ statement. 
16 qeo\n oJmologouvsin ei˙de÷nai, toi √ß de« e¶rgoiß aÓrnouvntai, bdeluktoi« o¡nteß kai« aÓpeiqei √ß  ∞kai« pro\ß pa ◊n e¶rgon  ∞aÓgaqo\n 
aÓdo/kimoi – These unbelievers of the latter part of v. 15 are on the island of Crete and claiming to believe in the biblical 
God. Most of these are probably Jewish unbelievers, and their actions are not lining up with the apostolic message of 
grace, morality, and forgiveness, most likely because they are emphasizing the ritual commandments of the Mosaic 
Covenant.  
Paul goes so far as to say that God is thoroughly offended by them, even when they do “good deeds,” i.e., deeds of 
obedience to the Mosaic Covenant that are not coming from a genuinely changed heart. 
17 Su\ de« la¿lei a± pre÷pei thØv uJgiainou/shØ didaskali÷aˆ – Here Paul is exhorting Titus to proclaim the gospel of the 
apostolic message which Jesus gave to his authoritative spokesmen of God’s mercy towards sinners through the 
crucified Messiah, and not through the Mosaic Covenant. And this message includes the implications of the gospel in 
believers’ lives—basically biblical morality and love for one another as fellow Christians.  
18 Presbu/taß nhfali÷ouß ei•nai, semnou/ß, sw¿fronaß, uJgiai÷nontaß thØv pi÷stei, thØv aÓga¿phØ, thØv uJpomonhØv – First, Paul 
wants Titus to urge older men to live in a manner commensurate with the good news of God’s mercy, which involves 
their taking the wisdom they have acquired over the years and using it in situations where people may be overreacting 
one way or another. The older men’s level-headedness should help people act in an appropriate manner.  
They should also act with dignity, where their behavior is worthy of respect in its moral content and being in line with 
the gospel. They should control their emotions and passions so that they pursue morality with all the grace which God 
supplies them. Their belief in Jesus as the Messiah should be healthy and strong, not wavering from the truth of God’s 
mercy and the outcome of their lives, which will be to live in the eternal Kingdom of God. Their love and perseverance 
of belief should be as healthy as their belief itself.   
19 presbu/tidaß w sau/twß e˙n katasth/mati  ™i˚eroprepei √ß, mh\ diabo/louß  ™`mh\ oi¶nwˆ pollwˆ◊ dedoulwme÷naß, 
kalodidaska¿louß – Older women of belief should be like the older men of belief. They should display a reverence 
towards God, a willingness to submit to God’s moral commandments, drinking wine without becoming inebriate, and 
teaching the younger women the gospel and its implications.  
20 iºna  ™swfroni÷zwsin ta»ß ne÷aß fila¿ndrouß ei•nai, filote÷knouß – The result of the older women’s teaching the 
younger women should be seen in the latter’s behavior, specifically their being loving towards both their husbands and 
their children.  
21 sw¿fronaß a gna»ß  ™oi˙kourgou\ß aÓgaqa¿ß, uJpotassome÷naß toi √ß i˙di÷oiß aÓndra¿sin, iºna mh\ oJ lo/goß touv qeouv  
£ blasfhmhvtai – The younger women should also work hard at controlling their passions so that their behavior aligns 
with the moral commandments of the gospel and they follow the teaching of their husbands in the salient points of the 
good news of God’s mercy. In this way the ideas of the gospel from God retains its honor and deserving respect among 
all people. In other words, it is important to God’s honor that His worshippers lives coincide with His promise of 
eternal life and mercy for the sake of this demonstrating His own character. 
22 Tou\ß newte÷rouß w sau/twß paraka¿lei swfronei √n – The last group whom Paul mentions are young men whose lives 
should also match as much as possible the ideas of the biblical message as specifically described in the NT with respect 
to the gospel. 
23 peri«  ¡pa¿nta, seauto\n⁄ pareco/menoß tu/pon kalw ◊n e¶rgwn, e˙n thØv didaskali÷a ̂ ™aÓfqori÷an, semno/thta – Paul turns 
the spotlight on Titus and urges him to act in such a way that his behavior matches his teaching of the gospel of God’s 
mercy, in others where his actions are as moral and good as possible—since it is because of the very opposite of 
morality and goodness which resides in human beings that makes God’s mercy necessary in order for them to acquire 
eternal life. Thus it is not by greater demonstrations of their need for mercy that people receive mercy, but by greater 
demonstrations of their desire to be different from people who need God’s mercy that they receive forgiveness.  
24 lo/gon uJgihv aÓkata¿gnwston, iºna oJ e˙x e˙nanti÷aß e˙ntraphØv mhde«n e¶cwn le÷gein peri«  ™hJmw ◊n fauvlon – By presenting a 
message of pure grace in the light of sin and pursuit of morality in the light of mercy and forgiveness, Titus provides 
anyone who opposes God and Jesus’ role as Messiah and advocate with no ammunition to criticize Christians. The 
result, if the opponent is really listening to himself, is that he can feel nothing but ashamed of opposing such a 
wonderful message of divine mercy and goodness where God’s love for undeserving, sinful human beings is at the 
heart of this message.  
25 Dou/louß  ¢i˙di÷oiß despo/taiß› uJpota¿ssesqai e˙n pa ◊sin, eujare÷stouß ei•nai, mh\ aÓntile÷gontaß – Because slaves were a 
regular feature of the Roman Empire and many of them had become Christians, Paul wants Titus to urge them to 
behave towards their own masters in a manner that corresponds to the gospel of God’s mercy through Jesus, i.e., with 
genuine, biblical goodness. Thus, they should obey their masters, because this is just what slaves have to do in the 
midst of their own station in life. As a result, they will please their masters, which is a good thing. And by not 
complaining of their situation in that they are slaves, they will show that they are trusting God for not only their role in 
His overall story now, but also for something much, much better later, eternal life.  
26 ™mh\ nosfizome÷nouß, aÓlla»  ¡pa ◊san pi÷stin e˙ndeiknume÷nouß aÓgaqh/n⁄, iºna th\n didaskali÷an  ∞th\n touv swthvroß hJmw ◊n 
qeouv kosmw ◊sin e˙n pa ◊sin – Certainly, slaves should not be thieves within their own houses but respect the property of 
their masters. Their actions should demontrate their belief and its goodness and appropriateness since they are counting 
on God’s mercy to them as sinners just as much as any sinner is counting on this. By acting with good belief and 
morality, Paul says that they will be placing beautiful elements on the ideas of God who is our Savior from His wrath, 
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condemnation, and resultant destruction. The word “adorn” (kosmw ◊sin) is used in Revelation 21:2 to refer to “the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.” So we 
can imagine the gospel as a bride whose beautiful clothes are the moral and loving actions of these slaves, so that just 
as one would not expect a bride to be without her adorning clothes which are appropriate for a wedding, so also we 
should not expect the gospel of God’s mercy to be without its believers’ moral and good actions. 
27 ∆Epefa¿nh ga»r hJ ca¿riß touv qeouv  ™swth/rioß pa ◊sin aÓnqrw¿poiß – Because grace, God’s sovereign choice to extend 
mercy to undeserved sinners, is the foundation of their salvation, Paul can call Jesus’ appearance to qualify as people’s 
advocate the grace of God. The two cannot be separated from one another. And this salvation is available to everyone. 
God is ready and willing to be eternally merciful to all those who embrace Jesus as their savior. 
28 paideu/ousa hJma ◊ß, iºna aÓrnhsa¿menoi th\n aÓse÷beian kai« ta»ß kosmika»ß e˙piqumi÷aß swfro/nwß kai« dikai÷wß kai« 
eujsebw ◊ß zh/swmen e˙n twˆ◊ nuvn ai˙w ◊ni – Paul now refers to the information or message regarding God’s salvation through 
Jesus, that it teaches not only that God is merciful, but also that He calls those who desire His mercy to avoid evil and 
pursue goodness and righteousness, which are in line with God’s moral commandments, in this present world before 
God brings about the eternal Kingdom of God. Paul admits that evil desires reside in Christians, but God wants them to 
behave in an opposite manner from their desires as those who are properly educated by the gospel.  
29 prosdeco/menoi th\n makari÷an e˙lpi÷da kai« e˙pifa¿neian thvß do/xhß touv mega¿lou qeouv kai« swthvroß hJmw ◊n  ¡∆Ihsouv 
Cristouv⁄ – Paul also refers to the future where Christians can expect God’s awesomeness to make itself known and 
obvious when Jesus returns. Indeed, it is this moment for which Christians wait, and wait, and wait, because it will 
basically be the culmination of all human history when God sets up the millennial kingdom of the Messiah on earth. 
30 o§ß e¶dwken e˚auto\n uJpe«r hJmw ◊n, iºna lutrw¿shtai hJma ◊ß aÓpo\ pa¿shß aÓnomi÷aß kai« kaqari÷shØ e˚autwˆ◊ lao\n periou/sion, 
zhlwth\n kalw ◊n e¶rgwn – Now, Paul describes Jesus as the one who offered Himself to God on behalf of undeserved, 
sinful human beings like himself (Paul), so that Jesus could rescue them from their immorality and bring forgiveness to 
(cleanse) them, who were chosen by God in eternity past before the beginning of the creation to be a special group who 
would receive God’s mercy and salvation from His condemnation and destruction. In addition, Paul says that this group 
of people are characterized by their inner desire to be moral and pursue moral actions during even this life prior to the 
completion of their salvation when Jesus returns.  
31 Tauvta  ™la¿lei kai« paraka¿lei kai« e¶legce meta» pa¿shß e˙pitaghvß: mhdei÷ß sou  ™`perifronei÷tw – Paul urges Titus to 
continue to proclaim all the gospel, the message of God’s mercy and His morality, with all the authority which Titus is 
permitted as one of Paul’s apostolic co-workers. This authority is clearly more than anyone else in Christian history 
after Paul and the apostles died and no longer were on the scene to be joined personally by others in their work of 
presenting the apostolic message to people. And the reason is that Paul had been able to verify personally that Titus 
was always correct in what he said about the gospel. Thus, Paul trusted Titus, but it is unreasonable to think that Paul 
can trust anyone else after he dies. Therefore, no Christian after the death of apostles can claim any kind of real 
authority to proclaim the NT message, regardless of their intellectual ability and education.   
32 ÔUpomi÷mnhØske aujtou\ß aÓrcai √ß  £ e˙xousi÷aiß uJpota¿ssesqai,  ™peiqarcei √n, pro\ß pa ◊n e¶rgon aÓgaqo\n e˚toi÷mouß ei•nai – 
While it may seem logical that Christians who worship the ultimate ruler of the universe and His proxy, the Messiah 
Jesus, should feel free to disregard other authorities and governments, Paul says that the opposite is the case. Christians 
should submit to all governments (obviously, with the proviso that their actions do not contradict biblical morality) as a 
key way in which they demonstrate their willingness to wait for the eternal Kingdom of God with Jesus as its king. In 
other words, every human government before the millennial kingdom is merely a stepping stone towards this final, 
earthly kingdom. 
33 mhde÷na blasfhmei √n, aÓma¿couß ei•nai, e˙pieikei √ß, pa ◊san  ¡e˙ndeiknume÷nouß prauŒthta⁄ pro\ß pa¿ntaß aÓnqrw¿pouß – In 
the midst of submitting to all governments, Titus’ listeners should also refrain from saying anything false and evil 
about others as a way to guard their reputation, which is a good and right thing to do. They should also live as 
peaceably as possible with all others and be very patient with them, allowing them to be in the process of becoming 
believers or certainly more mature believers if they are already believers, because all human beings are at different 
points in their earthly journey, and from a spiritual perspective, need to be allowed to be where they are and not where 
anyone else thinks or would insist that they be. 
Finally, Paul wants all the Christians not to think of themselves as more important than they are. God is the important 
“character” in this story that He is writing and producing. We are His instruments within the story and have really no 
right to demand anything of Him or of others. Nevertheless, we can count on God to be true to His promises, so what 
our prayers and requests can and should be in line with these. 
34 h™men ga¿r pote kai« hJmei √ß aÓno/htoi,  £ aÓpeiqei √ß, planw¿menoi, douleu/onteß e˙piqumi÷aiß kai« hJdonai √ß poiki÷laiß, e˙n 
kaki÷aˆ kai« fqo/nwˆ dia¿gonteß, stughtoi÷, misouvnteß aÓllh/louß – This statement by Paul explains what people are like 
before they become authentic Christians through the inward work of the Spirit of God, and Paul includes himself in this 
description with the plural pronoun “we.” He says that all unbelievers are foolish, because they are more apt to believe 
lies in regard to God, themselves, and reality. This is clearly foolish in the light of God’s justice whereby He will 
condemn and destroy those who commit themselves to lies instead of truth.  
They also ignore and even pursue actions that are contrary to God’s moral commandmens. In addition, they 
intentionally spread lies as a means to keep people from thinking correctly about reality. And they cannot help 
themselves but respond to their evil passions and desires by following and fulfilling them. Their moral state can be 
described as one of evil, and they are driven by envy of others who appear more successful than they are in life. 
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Finally, they “hate” each other, meaning that they ultimately do not genuinely work towards doing what is best for each 
other, which would be to encourage each other towards the truth of God and His mercy through Jesus as the Messiah 
and their advocate. Therefore, even though they talk about feeding those in need and providing help to them with 
respect to their physical health and emtional well-being, these are less than authentic love which would include 
promoting understanding of and belief in Jesus and the biblical message.   
35 o¢te de« hJ crhsto/thß kai« hJ filanqrwpi÷a e˙pefa¿nh touv swthvroß hJmw ◊n Qeouv – Just as Paul had used the “grace of 
God” in 2:11 to refer to Jesus’ appearance on the scene of human history, now he uses “the kindness and love for 
mankind” to refer to him. Jesus appeared as the very personification of God’s kindness and love, because he is the only 
means to escape God’s wrath and condemnation, which God lovingly and kindly provides sinners who do not deserve 
His love and kindness.  
36 oujk e˙x e¶rgwn tw ◊n e˙n dikaiosu/nhØ ™a± e˙poih/samen hJmei √ß, aÓlla» kata» to\ aujtouv e¶leoß e¶swsen hJma ◊ß, dia» loutrouv 
paliggenesi÷aß kai« aÓnakainw¿sewß Pneu/matoß ÔAgi÷ou – In this verse Paul uses the explicit words “He saved us” 
(e¶swsen hJma ◊ß) to refer to the effects of God’s kindness and love as personified by Jesus. Paul also says that the basis of 
God’s salvation through Jesus is not any human beings’ actions (even Paul’s as a good Jew who was pursuing 
obedience to the Mosaic Covenant as though by doing so he had established himself as being in a state of doing what is 
right in order to make it true that God was granting him eternal salvation). Instead, the basis of God’s salvation is His 
mercy, i.e., His sovereign choice to grant and extend mercy and forgiveness to undeserved sinners where the next step 
with respect to the actual existences of these sinners is to invade them with His Spirit and change their inward 
commitments to be oriented permanently towards God and the things of God. Paul calls this a rebirth and renewal of 
these human beings. They are born again to have a different inwardness and heart from what they had when they were 
first born. And they are given a new way of being human whereby they now desire to follow and obey God with 
genuine humility and a willingness to accept His mercy on His terms rather than on theirs. 
37 ou ∞ e˙xe÷ceen e˙f∆ hJma ◊ß plousi÷wß, dia» ∆Ihsouv Cristouv touv swthvroß hJmw ◊n – Just as Paul talks about God’s pouring out 
His Spirit in human beings’ hearts in Romans 5:5, here he refers to God’s richly and greatly pouring Him out on 
people, which is to mean the same thing that the Spirit changes their hearts and makes them fundamentally desirous of 
receiving God’s mercy and obeying Him. And this makes sense and is line with what God is doing with the Messiah, 
causing him to be people’s savior and advocate before God, so that they may receive His eternal forgiveness and 
mercy. In other words, the basis of God’s salvation, His sovereign choice to provide mercy to sinners along with 
writing Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection into the story of the creation, requires also the condition that human beings’ 
meet by having hearts which are different from that with which they were originally born. 
38 iºna dikaiwqe÷nteß thØv e˙kei÷nou ca¿riti, klhrono/moi genw¿meqa kat∆ e˙lpi÷da zwhvß ai˙wni÷ou – The result of God’s 
choosing to grant people mercy, Jesus’ becoming their advocate, and the Spirits’ changing their inwardness is that they 
enter into a state of being declared by God as those who will receive His eternal mercy. In addition, they can 
confidently be those who are waiting to inherit the blessing of Abraham, eternal life in the Kingdom of God. Finally, 
everything that happens to people so that they ultimately acquire eternal life is because God is gracious. He sovereignly 
decides to grant people who do not deserve to be saved His salvation. As Paul says, this salvation does not come to 
them because of anything they have done to motivate God positively towards them. It happens only because God 
chooses to overlook what they deserve and give them what they do not deserve.  
39 Pisto\ß oJ lo/goß: kai« peri« tou/twn bou/lomai÷ se diabebaiouvsqai, iºna fronti÷zwsin kalw ◊n e¶rgwn proiŒstasqai oi˚ 
pepisteuko/teß qewˆ◊: tauvta¿ e˙stin  £ kala» kai« wÓfe÷lima toi √ß aÓnqrw¿poiß – Paul ends the last paragraph with the 
statement that everything he has said in it can be trusted to be true. 
He goes on to imply that Titus may sometimes be reluctant to speak the truth of the apostolic message because of the 
negative reaction that it may produce in some people, but he exhorts him to speak it anyway. By doing so, the true 
believers will find themselves committed to revealing their orientation towards God by their moral actions. Paul ends 
this thought with the fact that the gospel and its implications really do benefit people, especially believers. It is a life 
devoted to true belief and morality that qualifies a person for God’s blessing of eternal life.  
40 mwra»ß de« zhth/seiß kai«  ™genealogi÷aß kai«  ™`e¶reiß kai« ma¿caß nomika»ß periiŒstaso: ei˙si«n ga»r aÓnwfelei √ß kai« ma¿taioi 
– Here Paul indicates that he knows that Jewish “believers” within the Christian community on Crete will cause 
problems (as they have elsewhere during Paul’s travels; cf. Galatians) by insisting on promoting an incorrect view of 
the Mosaic Covenant. Paul wants Titus to take what he has learned of the apostolic message of Jesus as the Messiah 
and thereby decide not to go too far down the path of interacting with people of such ideas, because these discussions 
with those who are committed to false ideas pertaining to this covenant will ultimately be useless in changing their 
minds.  
41 ai˚retiko\n a‡nqrwpon meta» mi÷an  ¡kai« deute÷ran nouqesi÷an⁄ paraitouv – Paul encourages Titus to say twice to a Jew 
who is wrongly viewing the Mosaic Covenant that he is wrong and that he, Titus, is not going to get into a discussion 
with him on the subject. 
42 ei˙dw»ß o¢ti e˙xe÷straptai oJ toiouvtoß kai« a marta¿nei w·n aujtokata¿kritoß – Paul’s point seems to be that if a Jew 
refuses to change his mind about the Mosaic Covenant and conform his thoughts to the apostolic message, then he is 
demonstrating that he does not have a changed heart and still stands condemned eternally before God. What is Titus 
supposed to do with such a person? Warn him and lovingly move on to continue to present the apostolic message to the 
authentic believers on Crete.  
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43 ›Otan pe÷myw ∆Artema ◊n pro\ß se« h£ Tu/cikon, spou/dason e˙lqei √n pro/ß me ei˙ß Niko/polin, e˙kei √ ga»r ke÷krika 
paraceima¿sai – Paul plans for either Artemas or Tychicus to replace Titus on Crete, or he plans for one of them to 
meet up with Titus and accompany him to Nicopolis where Paul will spend the winter months before traveling again to 
disseminate the gospel.  
44 Zhna ◊n to\n nomiko\n kai« ∆Apollw ◊n spoudai÷wß pro/pemyon, iºna mhde«n aujtoi √ß  ™lei÷phØ – Paul expects Zenas and 
Apollos to show up on Crete on their way somewhere else, and he urges Titus to rally the people to gather whatever 
resources they have to help these two men to finish their journey. Zenas is an expert in either OT law or Roman law.   
45 manqane÷twsan de« kai« oi˚ hJme÷teroi kalw ◊n e¶rgwn proiŒstasqai ei˙ß ta»ß aÓnagkai÷aß crei÷aß, iºna mh\ w°sin a‡karpoi – 
Paul finishes the thought about the Cretan Christians’ helping Zenas and Apollos by this being an opportunity to learn 
how to meet other people’s needs. This is appropriate morality in line with the apostolic message, and this kind of help 
given to people manifests the fruit of God’s working within them through His Spirit to produce genuine faith and 
morality. Cf. Galatians 5:22,23.  
46 ∆Aspa¿zontai÷ se oi˚ met∆ e˙mouv pa¿nteß.  ™a‡spasai tou\ß filouvntaß hJma ◊ß e˙n pi÷stei. ÔH ca¿riß  ¡meta» pa¿ntwn uJmw ◊n⁄ – 
Paul finally tells Titus that all the Christians with him in Nicopolis send their greetings to him, and he wants him to 
give the Christians on Crete their greetings. He ends with hoping that God’s grace will continue to be with them, 
working among them and in them, which it will because of God’s loyal love towards authentic Christians.  


