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Hebrews

Introduction

This letter of Hebrews describes several contrasts and comparisons in the Bible. But the main
one is between Jesus as the Son of God, Messiah, and high priest of the Jewish people through the
New Covenant and Moses as the servant of God and leader of the Jewish people through the Mosaic
Covenant. Paul, whom I believe to be the author of this letter, is exhorting his Jewish, Christian
readers to maintain their belief in Jesus and not to return to believing in only Moses, which is what
their fellow unbelieving Jews, who are persecuting them, are pressuring them to do.

Ultimately, of course, the matter boils down to the truth, which God has communicated to the
Jewish people, and the necessity of holding on to this truth with persevering belief and obedience to
God, so that the person of truth will eventually enjoy the eternal fulfillment of God’s promises to
Abraham, the founding patriarch of the Jews. As a result, another important contrast and comparison
in the letter is between sinful people of authentic belief and sinful people of unbelief, because
their eternal destinies are radically different.

I present here my translation of Hebrews with different colors—blue, red, green, brown, pink,
and lavender—for identifying six major themes or subjects within Paul’s letter.

1) BLUE identifies God and that which He has brought about or will bring about through His
speaking, appointing, making, and other activities, in order to accomplish His earthly and
temporary purposes in the restored Kingdom of Israel when Jesus returns, as well as His
eternal purposes on the new earth afterwards that will last into eternity.

2) RED identifies Jesus, who he is as the Son of God, and what he accomplishes as the Jews’
Apostle, Messiah, and high priest of the system of worship of the New Covenant for
bringing about complete and eternal forgiveness and mercy for the Jewish people—that
through his death, he makes propitiation for sins and provides a better hope than the
Mosaic Covenant, while also now sitting at the right hand of God.

3) GREEN indicates the contrasting system of worship mediated through Moses, which is the
Mosaic Covenant, with its requirements of animal offerings and sacrifices by Levitical
priests, as the means to appeal to God for His mercy and forgiveness. This color also
contrasts Jesus as the way by which God has communicated His truth to the Jews with the
0ld Testament prophets and angeloi, i.e., the theophanies such as the burning bush.

4) BROWN highlights words that refer to blood and death, because these were and are
important requirements of God under both the Mosaic Covenant and the New Covenant, so
that, again, participating in His fulfillment of His promises to Abraham requires associating
with the death of Jesus under the New Covenant, and not with the death of animals under
the Mosaic Covenant.

5) PINK s for the sinful Jews, who, through a) their persevering belief in God and Jesus as the
crucified, resurrected, and returning Messiah, b) their enduring patience under God’s
training in this life, and c) their obedience to Him by their pursuit of biblical, moral
behavior, will obtain the eternal Kingdom of God by means of Jesus’ interceding for them
at God’s judgment. They are the children, people who are set apart, brothers, and seed of
Abraham, who inherit the promises on the basis of Jesus’ death.

6) LAVENDER points to the sinful Jews (or Gentiles), who, through a) their unbelief and b)
their disobedience, are getting stuck on Moses and the Mosaic Covenant, instead of
permanently embracing Jesus and the New Covenant, meaning that they will not enter the
eternal Kingdom of God. Instead, they will incur God’s wrath and destruction.
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Sometimes, because of the nuances of language and the communication of ideas that we perform
with language, it is not altogether straightforward or clear as to which color best corresponds to
what Paul is saying, and you, the reader, may disagree with me on the color that I have assigned to a
word, phrase, or sentence. Nevertheless, | hope that at least the colors are helpful for motivating all
of us to think more deeply about what Paul is teaching in this letter, in order to gain more
understanding of God as the creator of all reality, of Jesus and the New Covenant as they apply to the
Jewish people (and to Gentiles, also), and of Moses and the Mosaic Covenant as they apply to the
Jewish people.

In addition, there will be places in my translation that obviously are not the way we normally
speak or write in English. But I am attempting to stay true to Paul's wording and the order in which
he presents his ideas. Thus, my translation fits better in the additional document which I have
created with the English in the left column and the Greek text in the right column.
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The Letter

1:1 In many portions and in many ways,
after God spoke (Aaiicac) long ago to the fathers by means of the prophets,!
1:2 in the last of these days,?
He has spoken (éLdAncev) to us by means of the Son,?
whom (6v) He appointed (¢6nkev) heir of all things,*
in view of whom (v o0) He also made the ages (ko éroincev tov¢ aidvog),’
1:3 who (6g),
being (ov)
the radiance of His glory®
and
the reproduction of His identity’
and likewise bearing (eépwv t¢) all things with respect to His word of power,*
after he himself made (rowncduevog) cleansing of sins,’
sat down (¢kd6ioev) at the right hand of the Great One in the heights,!®
1:4 having become (yevouevog) so much greater than the angeloi,'
inasmuch as (6cw) he has inherited (kexkAnpovéunkev) a more excellent name than
they.!2

1:5 Because to which of the angeloi did He ever say (ginév),
You are My Son; today I have given birth to you <Psalm 2:7>;'3
and again,
I will be as a Father to him, and he will be as a Son to Me <2 Samuel 7:14>?'4
1:6 And whenever He again brings the firstborn into the inhabited world," it says (Aéyet),
Indeed, let all the angeloi of God bow down before him < Psalm 97:7; Deut. 32:43 (LXX)>.!¢
1:7 Thus, on the one hand, it says (Aéyei) regarding the angeloi,
He makes the winds His angeloi and flaming fire His ministers <Psalm 104:4>;!7
1:8 and, on the other hand, regarding the Son,"®
Your throne, O God," is into the age of the age,?® and the scepter of uprightness is the
scepter of your kingdom;?!
1:9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;
Because of this, God, your God has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your
companions <Psalm 45:6-7>.%2
1:10 In addition,*
You, Yahweh, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the
accomplishments of Your hands;?*
1:11 They will perish, but You remain;
And all of them will grow old like a garment;?*
1:12 And like a mantle You will roll them up;
Like a garment they will also be changed.

But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end <Psalm 102:25-27>.26

1:13 Now, to which of the angeloi has He ever said (gipnkév),
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Sit at My right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet <Psalm 110:1>?%7

1:14 Are they all not ministering winds that were sent to serve on account of the coming ones to
inherit salvation??®

2:1 Therefore,? it is necessary that we pay much closer attention to the things that we heard,*
lest we drift away.?! 2:2 For, if the message that was spoken (LaAndeic) through angelor? became
established and every transgression and act of disobedience received a justifiable response of
deserved justice,® 2:3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation,** which, after it
acquired a beginning to be spoken (AaAeicOou) through the Lord, was confirmed to us by those
who heard (00 t@v axovsdvtwv),’ 2:4 as God likewise bore witness with them
(cvvempaptupodvtog) by means of signs and wonders and various displays of power and
distributions of the Holy Spirit according to His desire?3¢

2:5 For He did not subject to angeloi the future inhabited world (thv oikovuévnv v uérhovoav)
that we are discussing (AaAotuev).’” 2:6 But someone has has solemnly declared (diepoptiparto)
somewhere, saying (Aéywv),’®

What is man that You remember him,

Or the Son of Man that You care for him?*°

2:7 You have caused him to be a little lower in status than the angeloi;*
You have crowned him with glory and honor;

And You have appointed him over the works of Your hands.*!

2:8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet <Psalm 8:4-6>.4?

Now, in subjecting all things to him, He has not left one thing that is not subject to him.+
However, now, we do not yet see all things as being subject to him.*

2:9 Yet, we do “see” the one who has been caused to be little lower in status than the angeloi,
Jesus,* after having been crowned with glory and honor on account of the suffering of death,* in
order that, with respect to the grace of God, he would taste death on behalf of everyone.*’

2:10 For it was appropriate for Him, on account of whom everything exists and in light of whom
everything exists, while leading many sons to glory,*® to cause the leader of their salvation to
reach his goal (teheidoon) through sufferings.* 2:11 For, likewise, the one who sets people apart
and the people who are set apart are all from one,> for which reason he is not reluctant to call
them brothers,* 2:12 because it says (Aéywv),

I shall proclaim Your name to my brothers;>?
In the midst of the assembly, I shall sing Your praises <Psalm 22:22>.5

2:13 And furthermore,
I shall trust in Him <Isaiah 8:17>,%*
along with,
Behold, I and the children whom God has given me <Isaiah 8:18>.5

2:14 Therefore, because the children® have shared in blood and flesh,’” even he, likewise,
participated in the same,*® in order that, through death, he could nullify the one who has the
power of death, that is, the adversary,*® 2:15 and he could free these ones,*® as many as were
constrained by their slavery to the fear of death throughout their whole lives.! 2:16 For, of course,
he does not provide help to angeloi, but he provides help to the seed of Abraham.® 2:17
Therefore, he was obligated, according to all that he does, to be like his brothers,® in order that
he become a merciful and faithful high priest with respect to the things pertaining to God, to make
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propitiation for the sins of the people.® 2:18 For, having himself been tested by what he suffered,
he is able to help those who are being tested.5

3:1 Therefore, brothers who have been set apart,* partakers of the heavenly calling,®” think
carefully about the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,®® 3:2 who was faithful to Him
who created him® just as Moses also was in His whole household.” 3:3 For this one is considered
more worthy of glory than Moses by just so much as the one who provides for the household has
more honor than it.”! 3:4 For the whole household is provided for by someone, and God is the One
who provides everything.”

3:5 Indeed, on the one hand, Moses was faithful in His whole household as a servant to bear witness
to the things that were to be spoken in the future <Numbers 12:7>.7* 3:6 On the other hand, the
Messiah was faithful as the Son over His household,’” whose household we are, if we hold on to
the bold confidence and the boast of hope firm until the goal.”™

3:7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says (Aéyet),”

Today, if you hear His voice,”’

3:8 do not harden your hearts, as at the place of strife [Meribah, 127773],

As in the day of the test [Massah, TIC;JT_J] in the wilderness,

3:9 where your fathers tested Me.”

They demanded clear evidence of Me, even though they had seen My works.”
3:10 For forty years 3 therefore, 1 felt disgust for this generation,

And said, they always get it wrong because of their hearts,?!

And they do not know My ways.%?

3:11 As I swore in My anger,

Certainly, they shall not enter My resting place <Psalm 95:7-11>.%3

3:12 Watch out, brothers, lest there be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief in withdrawing
from the living God.* 3:13 Instead, encourage one another each day, as long as it is called
“Today,” in order that no one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.?¢ 3:14 For we have
become partners with the Messiah,*” if, indeed, we hold on to the reliable beginning of our title
deed until the goal (uéypt t€Llovg),®® 3:15 in line with its being said (Aéyecbon),

Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts
as at the place of strife [Meribah, M2%713] <Psalm 95:7-8>.%

3:16 For who rebelled after they had heard? Was it not all those who went out of Egypt through
Moses?* 3:17 And with whom was He angry for forty years? \Was it not with those who committed
sin, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?®' 3:18 And to whom did He swear (&dpocev) that they
would not enter His resting place but those who disobeyed?®? 3:19 Indeed, we see that they were
not able to enter on account of unbelief.?

4:1 Therefore, let us fear, lest, while the promise to enter His resting place remains, any one of
you seems to fail to reach it.*

4:2 For, indeed, we have had good news proclaimed (¢ouev ednyyedicuévor) to us just as even
those ones did, but the message they heard did not benefit those ones, because it had not been
united with belief in the ones who heard.* 4:3 For, we, who believe, are in the process of entering
the resting place,’® similarly to how He said (gipnkev),

As I swore (duooa) in My anger,
Certainly, they shall not enter My resting place <Psalm 95:11>,7
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even though His works are brought about from the foundation of the world.” 4:4 For it has said
thus somewhere concerning the seventh day,”

Indeed, on the seventh day God rested from all His works <Genesis 2:2>.1%
4:5 And, again, in this passage we have,
Certainly, they shall not enter My resting place <Psalm 95:11>.10!

4:6 Therefore, because it remains for some to enter it, and the ones who formerly had good news
proclaimed to them did not enter on account of disobedience,'?? 4:7 again He fixes a certain day
“Today” by speaking through David after so much time, just as it has been quoted above,

Today, if you hear His voice,
Do not harden your hearts <Psalm 95:7-8>.103

4:8 For if Joshua had brought them to a place of rest, then He would not have spoken of another
day after these things.'*

4:9 Therefore, a Shabbat rest remains for the people of God.!% 4:10 For the one who enters His
resting place, he himself also rests from his works, just as God did from His own.!% 4:11
Therefore, let us be diligent to enter that resting place,!?” so that no one fall because of the same
pattern of disobedience.!%8

4:12 For the message of God is living, active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, while also
penetrating to the division of existence and spirit,'* of both bone casings and bone marrow, '
and is capable of discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.!!! 4:13 Plus, there is no
aspect of the creation that is hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and have been laid
bare before His eyes,!!? before whom the matter exists for us.!'?

4:14 Therefore, because we have a great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.!'* 4:15 Certainly, we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but he has been tested in all things similarly
without sin.!'s 4:16 As a result, let us approach with bold confidence to the throne of grace, in
order that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.!!6

5:1 For every high priest,!!'” after he is taken from men,!'® is put in charge of things pertaining to
God on behalf of men, in order that he may offer up both gifts and tokens of loyalty on behalf of
sins,!' 5:2 while he is able to deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, because he himself is
plagued by weakness.'?° 5:3 Indeed, because of this, he is obligated, just as for the people, so
also for himself, to offer up something on behalf of sins.!?!

5:4 In addition, no one takes the honor for himself, but after being called by God, just as indeed
Aaron.!?2 5:5 Thus, also, the Messiah did not glorify himself in order to become a high priest, but
the One who said to him,

You are My Son. Today I have given birth to you <Psalm 2:7>,'2
5:6 likewise, also says in a different passage,

You are a priest into the age according to the order of Melchizedek <Psalm 110:4>,124

5:7 who, in the days of his flesh, having made offerings (zpocevéyxac) of both prayers and
requests with loud cries and tears to the One who was able to save him from death, and having
been heard because of his reverence,'?* 5:8 although he was the Son, learned obedience from the
things which he suffered.!?¢ 5.9 And, having been brought to the end of his goal (telelwdeic),'”” he
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became the ground of eternal salvation to all those who obey him,'?® 5:10 having been designated
by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek,'?* 5:11 concerning whom the message
is great for us and yet hard to explain, because you have become slow to respond to things that
you hear.!3°

5:12 For, indeed, while by now you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to
teach you the basics of the beginning of the sayings of God, and you have come to need milk
instead of solid food.!*! 5:13 For everyone who partakes of milk is unskilled with respect to the
message of justification, because he is an infant.!3? 5:14 In contrast, solid food is for those who are
well on their way to their goal (teieiov), the ones who, on account of skillful practice, have the
mental faculties that have been trained to make the distinction between good and likewise evil.!33

6:1 Therefore, leaving behind the beginning of the message of the Messiah,'** let us move
ourselves along to being well on our way to our goal (ért thv teletétnta),'*s not laying again for
ourselves a foundation of repentance for actions that deserve death and of belief in God, 3¢ 6:2 of
instruction concerning ritual cleansings,'’ the laying on of hands,!3® the resurrection of the dead,
and likewise eternal judgment.!®

6:3 Indeed, we shall do this, if only God permits.!#° 6:4 For it is impossible for those who have once
been enlightened,'*" such that they have tasted of the gift of heaven,'*> and have become
partners with the Holy Spirit,'*} 6:5 and have tasted of the good message of God, specifically the
powerful effects of it with respect to the coming age,'* 6:6 and have fallen away,'* to renew them
again to repentance,'# in so far as they crucify again for themselves the Son of God and disgrace
him publicly.!#

6:7 For ground that drinks the rain that often comes upon it and brings forth plants that are fitting
for those on account of whom it was indeed cultivated receives praise from God.'* 6:8 But ground
that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and near being cursed, whose end (10 télog) is
burning.!4

6:9 However, we are convinced concerning you, beloved, of better things and things that do
indeed involve salvation, even though we are speaking like this.'** 6:10 Certainly, God is not unjust
to forget your work and the love, which you have demonstrated towards His name, when you
served and are serving the ones who are set apart.!s! 6:11 Still, we desire each one of you to
demonstrate the same diligence for the purpose of the full certainty of hope,!*? until you reach
your goal (¢iypt T€lovg), ** 6:12 in order that you may not be lethargic.!>

Therefore, be imitators of those who, through belief and patience, inherit the promises.'>* 6:13 For,
when God made the promise to Abraham, because He had no one greater by whom to swear, He
swore by Himself,'>¢ 6:14 saying,

Surely, I will bless you and multiply you <Genesis 22:17>.1%7
6:15 Indeed, in this way, because he was patient, he obtains the promise.!*?

6:16 For men swear by someone greater, and among them an oath is the conclusion of every
dispute for the purpose of guaranteeing the point,'*® 6:17 by means of which, because God
desired even more to demonstrate to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His
purpose, He guaranteed it with an oath,'** 6:18 so that, in the light of two unchangeable things that
matter, by means of which it is impossible for God to lie, we, who are fleeing from danger, may
have strong encouragement to seize the hope that is set before us,'®' 6:19 which we have as an
anchor of our existence, sure and likewise certain and which enters inside the curtain,'¢? 6:20
where Jesus, the one going before us, enters on our behalf, because he has become a high
priest according to the order of Melchizedek into the age <Psalm 110:4>.163
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7:1 For this man Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most-high god,'¢* the one who met
Abraham as he was returning from the defeat of the kings and who blessed him,'¢> 7:2 to whom,
indeed, Abraham apportioned a tenth of all that he had,'® first of all, on the one hand, by the
translation of his name, was king of dikaiosunayltzedek, i.e., justification,'*” and then, on the other
hand, was also king of Salem, who is king of shalom.!%

7:3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy and having neither beginning of days nor
end of life,!® and because he was likened to the Son of God,'”® he remains a priest perpetually
(gig t0 dinvekeg).'”! 7:4 And take note of how extraordinarily important this man was, to whom
Abraham, the patriarch, indeed gave a tenth of the best part of the spoils.!”

7:5 And on the one hand, those who are of the sons of Levi and who received that priesthood
have a commandment according to the Covenant to collect a tenth from the people—this is to
say, from their brothers, in spite of the fact that they have come from the loins of Abraham.!” 7:6
On the other hand, the one who cannot trace his descent from them collected a tenth from
Abraham and blessed the one who possesses the promises.!’

7:7 In addition, there is no dispute to the fact that the less important person is blessed by the more
important person.!” 7:8 Indeed, in this case, men who die received a tenth, but, in that other case,
there was the one of whom it is witnessed that he “lives,” 7:9 even as the verse says.!” In view of
Abraham and Levi, the one who received a tenth, he has paid a tenth, 7:10 because he was still in
the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.!7?

7:11 Therefore,'” if indeed reaching the goal (teleiwoic) were through the Levitical priesthood!”
(for the people have been given the Covenant on the basis of it),'*° then why was there yet the
need for a different priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not to be called
according to the order of Aaron?'s!

7:12 For when the priesthood is changed, there is, of necessity, a change of Covenant,'®? 7:13
because the one concerning whom these things were being said has participated in a different
tribe, from which no one has paid attention to the altar.!$3 7:14 For this is very obvious because our
Lord has arisen out of Judah, in regard to which tribe Moses said nothing about priests.'®* 7:15
And it is even more obvious if the different priest arises according to the likeness of
Melchizedek,'®s 7:16 who has become such, not according to a Covenant involving a physical
instruction, but according to his credentials of an indestructible life.!%¢ 7:17 For it is attested,

You are a priest into the age (gig Tov aidva) according to the order of Melchizedek
<Psalm 110:4>.1%7

7:18 Consequently, on the one hand, there is the setting aside of a preceding instruction because
of its weakness and uselessness,!3 7:19 because the Covenant never brings someone to his goal
(0vdev yap eredeinoev).' On the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through
which we draw near to God (v fig &yyiCouev 1@ 0e®).'*

7:20 Indeed, inasmuch as it was not without an oath, because, on the one hand, there are the
ones who have become priests without an oath;'*! 7:21 on the other hand, there is the one who,
with an oath, became a priest through the one who says for his benefit,!*2

The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest into the age (eig tov
oi®dvel)” <Psalm 110:4>,193

7:22 so much more, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better Covenant.!*
7:23 Indeed, on the one hand, the ones who have become priests are many more, because of

being hindered by death to continue.'*s 7:24 On the other hand, because he continues “into the
age” (gig tov ai®va), he has a priesthood without successor.!* 7:25 Therefore, he is also able to
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save into the reaching of the goal (c®Cewv €ig 10 mavrereg) those who draw near to God with him in
mind (tobg mpooepyouévoug St adtod @ Be®d), because he always lives in order to intercede on
their behalf (gig 10 évtvyydvev vrep avTOV).!?

7:26 For it indeed fit the circumstances for us to have such a high priest!**—having become
special,'” innocent, undefiled, having been separated from sinners, and raised to greater heights
than the heavens?®— 7:27 who does not have the necessity daily (ka6 nuépav), like those high
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for his own sins, then for those of the people, because he did
this once and never again (¢pdarat), when he offered up himself.?’! 7:28 For the Covenant
appoints men as high priests, who have a weakness, but the statement of the oath, which was
after the Covenant, appoints a Son, who has himself reached his goal (teteheiouévov) into the age
(gi¢ 1OV aidva).20?

8:1 The main point in what is being said is that we have such a high priest,?** who has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of the Great One in the heavens,** 8:2 an administrator of the sacred
things and of the true tent (tfig sxnviig g &Anbuviic),2>> which the Lord pitched, not man.?%

8:3 Because every high priest is put in charge in order to offer both gifts and tokens of loyalty, it is
consequently necessary that even this one have something that he offers.?"7 8:4 In addition, on the
one hand, if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, because there are those who offer
gifts according to the Covenant,?® 8:5 who serve a copy (vrodeiyuoti) and a shadow (o) of the
heavenly things.2®

Just as Moses has been given a divine injunction, when he was about to accomplish (ériteieiv)
the tent,

For “See,” He says, “you shall make all things according to the pattern (t¥rog) that was
shown to you on the mountain” <Exodus 25:40>,21°

8:6 on the other hand, he has now obtained a superior service, inasmuch as he is indeed the
mediator of a better Covenant, which has been legislated on the basis of better promises.?!!

8:7 For if that first one were capable of making people uncondemned (&ueurtog), there would
have been no occasion sought for a second.?'2 8:8 For deeming them condemned (ueug@duevoc), it
says,?13

“Behold, days are coming,” says the Lord,?!4

“and I will carry out/bring about the goal of (cuvtelécw) a New Covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,?!?

8:9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers,?!'¢

in the day when I took their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt,
because they did not remain in My covenant,?!’

and [ had no regard for them,” says the Lord.?!8

8:10 “Because this is the Covenant that I will make with the house of Israel,
after those days,” says the Lord.?"?

“In the midst of putting My instructions in their mind,

I will indeed write them on their hearts;??

and I will be to them as God,

and they will be to Me as people.??!

8:11 And they will not teach, each one his fellow citizen, and each one his brother, saying,
‘Know Yahweh,’

because they will all know Me,

from the least of them to the greatest,???

8:12 because I will be merciful to their transgressions,

and [ will remember their sins no more” <Jeremiah 31:31-34>.223
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8:13 By saying, “New,” He has made the first “old,” and that which has been made “old” and is
growing old is near disappearing.?>

9:1 Therefore, on the one hand, the first one had requirements of worship and the earthly set
apart place.??® 9:2 For the first tent was constructed, in which were the lampstand, and the table,
and the offering of breads, which is called “The Set Apart Places.”?¢ 9:3 Then, behind the second
curtain there is a tent, which is called “The Set Apart Places of The Set Apart Places,”?” 9:4
having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in
which was a golden jar containing manna, and the staff of Aaron that sprouted, and the tablets of
the covenant.?? 9:5 Then, above it were the cherubs of glory, overshadowing the place of mercy
(0 haotiplov), concerning which things it is not the time now to speak in detail.?*®

9:6 And after these things have been constructed in this manner, on the one hand, the priests are
continually (8w ravtog) entering the first tent and completing/bringing about the goal of
(¢miredodvtec) the performance of the worshipful things (tég Aatpeiac).?* 9:7 And, on the other
hand, only the high priest enters once a year (drag tod évicvtod pévog) into the second tent, yet
not without blood, which he offers for himself and the sins committed undefiantly by the people,?3!
9:8 while the spirit of the set apart one is making this clear to him—that the way of the set apart
things has not yet been revealed as long as the first tent still has standing,*? 9:9 which tent is a
parable (rapapoln) for the present season, according to which parable both gifts and tokens of
loyalty are being offered that, in accordance with his understanding, are unable to bring about the
goal (reheidoon) for the worshiper,?33 9:10 because the requirements of a physical nature
(dikondpota copkog = requirements of flesh), i.e., only for foods and drinks and various washings,
are imposed until the season of a new order.?3

9:11 But the Messiah, when he made his appearance as a high priest of good things that are
developing, by means of the “tent” which is greater and provides better for reaching the goal
(teherotépag oxmviic), not made with hands, this is to say, not of this creation,?** 9:12 and not with
the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, entered once and never again (¢pdnat)
into The Set Apart Things, thus finding eternal redemption.?*

9:13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer, by sprinkling those who have
been defiled, set apart for the purpose of physical cleansing (mpog v 1fi¢ capkog KabapdHTNTO =
for the cleansing of flesh),?*” 9:14 how much more will the blood of the Messiah, who, in view of his
eternal spirit, offered himself without defect to God,?*® cleanse our understanding from dead
works (koBopiel Thv cuveidnotv NUOV aro vekpdv Epymv)?? in order to worship the living God?240
9:15 Indeed, on account of this, he is the mediator of a New Covenant, so that, because a death
has occurred for the redemption of transgressions under the first Covenant, those who have been
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.?*!

9:16 For where there is a covenant, it is a necessity that death of the one who is making it be
carried out,** 9:17 for the covenant is firm touching on the dead, since at no time is it in force
when the one who is making it lives.?** 9:18 In line with this, the first Covenant has indeed not
been inaugurated without blood,?** 9:19 for after every commandment according to the Covenant
was spoken by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of bulls and goats, with water, and
scarlet wool, and hyssop, he likewise sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 9:20 saying,

This is the blood of the Covenant which God commanded you <Exodus 24:8>.24°
9:21 And, in the same way, he sprinkled both the tent and all the liturgical vessels with the
blood.?*¢ 9:22 And nearly everything is cleansed by blood according to the Covenant, and without
the shedding of blood, forgiveness does not happen.?¥
9:23 Therefore, it was necessary, on the one hand, for the copies of the things in the heavens (t&

uev vrodeiyuota 1OV év toig ovpavoic) to be cleansed with respect to these issues (tovtoig
kaBapilesOar); and, on the other hand, for the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices
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than these.*® 9:24 For the Messiah did not enter into the hand-made set apart places, i.e., copies
of the true places (&vtitvra T@v dAndivav), but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God on our behalf,* 9:25 and not so that he could offer himself often, just as the high priest
enters into the set apart places each year (ka1 éviavtov) with blood that is not his own.?*° 9:26
Otherwise, it would be necessary for him to suffer often from the foundation of the system.?!
Instead, now, once and never again (¢rat) he has been revealed, touching on the
completion/goal of the ages (éni cvvtedeia 1@V aidveov) for the removal of sin (gig GBétnowy g
auaptiag) through his sacrifice.?? 9:27 Indeed, inasmuch as it is unavoidable for men to die once
and never again (&rag), and after this—judgment,?> 9:28 thus also, the Messiah, having been
offered once and never again (Grag) in order to offer the sins of many, will be seen a second
time, apart from sin, for those who eagerly await him for salvation.?>*

10:1 For the Covenant, because it contains a shadow (cxwav) of the future, good things, not a
veritable image of the things that matter (ovx avtnv v eikéva 1@V Tpayudrmv), by the same kind
of sacrifices year after year (ot éviavtov), which they offer without interruption (eig t0 dimvexec),
is never able to bring to their goal (reAei®con) those who draw near (tovg mposepyouévoug).?>* 10:2
Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered, because the worshipers, having once and
never again (Gra&) been cleansed, would no longer have the thought of sins?2*¢ 10:3 But with the
same kind of sacrifices, there is a reminder of sins year after year (xot éviavtdv), 10:4 because
the blood of bulls and goats is powerless to take away sins (&dOvatov...dgoipeiv apaptiog).?’

10:52%% Therefore, the one who engages in the religious system says,?*°

You do not desire sacrifice and offering.

Instead, You have prepared a body for me.2

10:6 You do not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings for sin.26!
10:7 Then, I said, ‘Behold, I come

(in the scroll of the book it has been written of me)

to do Your desire, O God’ <Psalm 40:6-8>.262

10:8 After saying above,

You do not desire and you take no pleasure in sacrifices, offerings, and whole burnt
offerings, even for evil <paraphrase of Psalm 40:6a & c>,263

which are offered according to the Covenant,?* 10:9 then he has said,
Behold, I come to do Your desire <Psalm 40:7a & 8a>.26

He takes away (avaupel) the first in order to establish (ot1on) the second,?®® 10:10 in which “desire”
we have become set apart in conjunction with the offering of the “body” of Jesus the Messiah
once and never again (¢pdrag).2s?

10:11 In addition, on the one hand, every priest has stood daily (k06" nuépav), serving and bringing
the same sacrifices often (roALdkig), which are never able to take away (repieheiv) sins.?%® 10:12
On the other hand, this one, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time (uiav vwep apapTi®V
npocevéykag Busioy gig to dinvexec), sat down at the right hand of God,?* 10:13 waiting from now
on until his enemies are made a footstool for his feet.?’° 10:14 For with one offering (wi@ y&p
npoc@opd), he has brought, for all time (gi¢ 10 dimvekeg), completion of the goal (tetedeiokev) for
those who are being set apart (tov¢ ayialopévoug).?”!

10:15 And the Holy Spirit testifies to us, for, after having said,?”
10:16 “This is the Covenant that I will make with them

after those days,” says the Lord.
“In the midst of putting My instructions on their hearts,
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I will indeed write them in their mind,”?”
[He also says,]

10:17 “and their transgressions and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” <Jeremiah
31:33-34>274

10:18 And where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer an offering for sin.?”

10:19 Therefore, brothers, because we have bold confidence (rappnciov) to enter The Set Apart
Places (tig v gicodov tadv ayinv) by means of the blood of Jesus,? 10:20 which he inaugurated
for us, a fresh and living way through the curtain, this is to say, of his flesh,?”” 10:21 and because
we have a great priest (iepéa uéyov) over the household of God,?”® 10:22 let us draw near
(rpooepywueda) with an authentic heart (ueta dAndivic kapdiag) in the full certainty of belief (&v
TAnpoopiq Ticteng),?’”® having had our hearts sprinkled from an understanding of evil (&ro
cuveldriceng tovnpdg) and our bodies washed with clean water.?%

10:23 Let us hold on to an unwavering confession of hope (t1v opoAoyiav tfig EAnidog dkAvii),
because the One who made the promise is faithful.?®! 10:24 And let us think carefully how to rouse
one another to love and good deeds,?* 10:25 not leaving out our assembling together, as is the
habit of some,?** but, instead, encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day
drawing near (6o PAénete gyyilovooy Thv Nuépav).?s

10:26 For if we continue deliberately sinning (exovsing yap auaptavéviov nuodv) after receiving
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,?®* 10:27 but a certain horrifying
expectation of judgment and the intensity of fire that will consume those who are opposed <cf. Isaiah
26:11>.2%¢ 10:28 Anyone who rebels against the Covenant of Moses dies without mercy on the basis
of two or three witnesses.?®” 10:29 How much worse do you think he will be counted worthy of
punishment, the one who treats with disdain the Son of God and has considered as mundane the
blood of the Covenant by which he has been set apart, and has insulted the Spirit of grace??%

10:30 For we know Him who said,
Vengeance is Mine, [ will repay <Deuteronomy 32:35>,
and again,
The Lord will judge His people <Deuteronomy 32:36>.2%
10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.?*

10:32 And remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great struggle
of sufferings?'—10:33 sometimes by being put to public shame with insults and likewise
tribulations, and sometimes by becoming participants with those whose lives were thus turned
upside down.*? 10:34 For, indeed, you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and you accepted with
joy the seizure of your possessions, because you yourselves knew that you have a better
possession and one that remains.?3

10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your bold confidence, which has a great reward (v
ToppNoioy LUV fitig £xel ueydAnv webarodociav).?** 10:36 For you have need of perseverance
(vropovig), so that after you have done the desire of God (iva 10 8éhnua 100 80D ToMmoavTeg),
you may come into possession of the promise.?*

10:37 For, yet, soon that which is coming will come and will not delay.?%

10:38 But My just one will live by virtue of belief. And if he draws back,
My existence is not pleased with him <Habakkuk 2:3-4; Tsaiah 26:20>.27
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10:39 However, we are not those who are timid that results in destruction (nueig 8¢ ovk éouev
VTOGTOAfG eig amdAielav), but we are those of belief that results in the preservation of existence
(aALa wiotemg eic Tepimoinoly yuyhg). 2

11:1 And belief is the guarantee of things hoped for, the proof of the things that matter not seen.?”
11:2 For the men of old had witness borne to them by means of it.3%

11:3 With belief, we understand the ages to have been created by the speaking of God, so that
that which is seen has not come into existence out of things that are visible.>!

11:4 With belief, Abel offered a better sacrifice to God than Cain, in view of which it was borne
witness that he was justified as God bore witness on the basis of his offerings, and through it,
even though he has died, he still speaks.3%

11:5 Because of belief, Enoch was removed so that he would not see death, and
he was not found, because God removed him <Genesis 5:24>.
For before his removal, it had been borne witness to him that he had been pleasing to God.>*

11:6 Indeed, apart from belief, it is impossible to be pleasing, because it is necessary for the one
who comes to God to believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.3*

11:7 With belief, Noah, having been warned about things not yet seen, by showing appropriate
concern, built an ark for the salvation of his household, through which he condemned the world
and became an heir of dikaiosunay according to belief.3%

11:8 With belief, having been called, Abraham obeyed by going out to a place which he was later
to receive as an inheritance, and he went out not knowing where he was going.3%

11:9 With belief, he lived as a stranger on the land of promise, as foreign land, dwelling in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same promise,’*” 11:10 for he was waiting for
the city-state which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.3%

11:11 With belief, even barren Sarah herself received the ability for the building of seed, even
beyond the proper time of life, since she considered the One who made the promise to be
faithful 2* 11:12 Therefore indeed, from one man, and one as good as dead, there are born these
as the stars of heaven in number, and as innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.?!°

11:13 All these people died in belief, having not received the promises, but having seen and
greeted them from a distance, even confessing that they were strangers and refugees on the
land.3!! 11:14 For the ones who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.3!
11:15 And if, on the one hand, they were thinking of that one from which they went out, they would
have had the opportunity to return.’'* 11:16 On the other hand, they now desire a better one, this is
to say, of heaven.’!* Therefore, God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city-state for them.3!s

11:17 With belief, Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and the one who received the
promises was offering up the unique one,3°

(11:18 with regard to whom it was said, “In Isaac shall your seed be called <Genesis 21:12>.%!7)

11:19 while he considered that God is able even to raise him from the dead. Therefore, he
received him indeed in a parable.’'®
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11:20 With belief, Isaac also blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.3!?

11:21 With belief, Jacob, before he died, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and he worshiped on
the basis of the extent of his scepter.32°

11:22 With belief, Joseph, as he was reaching the goal of his earthly existence, death (teAevidv),
made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel. In addition, he gave instructions concerning his
bones.3!

11:23 With belief, Moses, after being born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because
they saw that he was a special child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.3??

11:24 With belief, Moses, after becoming great, refused to be called the son of the daughter of
Pharaoh.3? 11:25 He chose, instead, to suffer with the people of God, rather than to have the
temporary enjoyment of sin,32* 11:26 because he considered the disgrace of the “anointed one” to
be greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, because he was paying attention to the reward.3?*

11:27 With belief, he left Egypt, not fearing the anger of the king, because he continued without
wavering, while seeing the One who is unseen.’?¢

11:28 With belief, he performed the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the One who
destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.3?”

11:29 With belief, they went through the Red Sea as through dry land, on which, when they made
the attempt, the Egyptians were drowned.?

11:30 With belief, the walls of Jericho fell, after being encircled for seven days.**

11:31 With belief, Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because
she welcomed the spies with “Shalom.”33°

11:32 And what more shall | say? For time will fail me if | tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, even Samuel, and the prophets.?*! 11:33 They, with belief, defeated kingdoms, performed
righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,**? 11:34 quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, were strengthened from weakness, became mighty in war, put to
flight foreign armies.?*

11:35 Women received back their dead by resurrection, while others were tortured, not accepting
their release, so that they would obtain the better resurrection.?** 11:36 Others received the test of
mockings and whippings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.>*> 11:37 They were stoned, sawn
in two, and murdered with the sword. They went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being
deprived, afflicted, and mistreated,*¢ 11:38 of whom the world was not worthy, as they wandered
in deserts, mountains, caves, and holes in the ground.?*’

11:39 And all these, having had witness borne to them in view of their belief, did not receive the
promise,** 11:40 because God has provided something better for us, so that, apart from us, they
would not be caused to reach their final goal (teleiwddcv).3

12:1 Therefore, indeed, because we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us,?*® while
laying aside every impediment and the sin that so easily distracts us,3*! let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us,?*? 12:2 while fixing our eyes on Jesus, the leader of belief and
finisher of his race (tov...tehei0tnv),*** who, for the joy set before him, endured the cross, while
thinking nothing of the humiliation, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.*
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12:3 For consider him, the one who has endured such hostility by sinners against himself, so that
you not become weary and fail with respect to your existences.?* 12:4 You have not yet opposed
them to the point of blood in your struggling against sin,**¢ 12:5 and you have not forgotten
altogether the helpful persuasion, which is addressed to you as sons,**’

My son, do not think lightly of the training of the Lord,

and do not give up when you are reproved by Him,

12:6 because the Lord trains him whom He loves,

and He disciplines every son whom He receives <Proverbs 3:11-12>7348

12:7 Persevere for the purpose of training. God deals with you as sons, for what son is there
whom his father does not train?34° 12:8 However, if you are without training, of which all have
become participants, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.>>°

12:9 Furthermore, we had our fathers of the flesh as trainers, and we respected them. Shall we
not much more rather submit to the Father of spirits and live?3! 12:10 For, on the one hand, the
ones trained for a few days according to what seemed best to them. But, on the other hand, the
One trains on the basis of that which is advantageous, in order to participate in His being set
apart.>2 12:11 And all training does not seem for the moment to be joyful, but sorrowful. However,
afterwards, it pays back the shalom fruit of justification to those who have been exercised/trained
by it.3s3

12:12 Therefore, straighten the drooping hands and the knees that have become weak,3* 12:13
and make straight the paths for your feet, in order that what is lame may not be dislocated, but
rather be healed.’%

12:14 Pursue shalom and being set apart in company with all others, without which no one will see
the Lord,**¢ 12:15 while taking care that no one falls short of the grace of God, that no root of
bitterness springing up causes trouble and through it many become polluted,? 12:16 that there be
no immoral or worldly person like Esau, who, for one meal, sold his rights to be the firstborn.3>
12:17 For you know that, indeed, afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was
rejected, because he found no place for a change of mind, even though he earnestly sought it
with tears.’®

12:18 For you have not come to something to be touched, and to a blazing fire, and to darkness,
and to gloom, and to a windstorm, 12:19 and to the blast of the shofar, and to the sound of words,
of which the ones who heard begged that no further message (Adyov) be presented to them,3¢
12:20 because they could not bear that which was being commanded,

If even an animal touches the mountain, it will be stoned <Exodus 19:12-13>.361
12:21 And, in this way, that which was appearing was horrifying—Moses said,
I am terrified and trembling <Deuteronomy 9:19>.362

12:22 Instead, you have come to Mt. Zion, indeed, to the city-state of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem,** and to countless thousands of angels, to a festal gathering, 12:23 and to the
assembly of the firstborn ones, who have been registered in the heavens,** and to God, the
Ruler of all,**> and to the spirits of those who are justified, who have reached their goal
(teteheiopévav),?% 12:24 and to the mediator of the New Covenant, Jesus, and to sprinkled blood
that speaks better than Abel.3¢7

12:25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking. For if those did not escape on earth
when they refused the one who was imparting a divine message, how much more shall we not
escape, the ones who turn away from him who is from the heavens,3%® 12:26 whose voice shook
the earth then. And, now, He has promised, saying,
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Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also heaven <Haggai 2:6>.3%°

12:27 As for the statement, “Yet once more,” it refers to the transformation of shaken ones, as they
have been made, in order that unshaken ones may remain.’” 12:28 Therefore, because we
receive an unshakeable kingdom, let us be grateful, in view of which we serve God acceptably
with reverence and awe,*”! 12:29 because, indeed, our God is a consuming fire <Deuteronomy 4:24>.37?

13:1 Let brotherly love endure.3”

13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, especially because, through this, some have
been unaware of giving lodging to angeloi.’™

13:3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, who are being mistreated, as those
who are also in the body.37

13:4 Let marriage be honored among everyone, and the marriage bed be undefiled, because God
will condemn the sexually immoral and adulterers.37¢

13:5 Let your way of life be free from greed, while being content with what is presently yours,
because He has said,

I will never abandon you, and I will never leave you <Deuteronomy 31:6>,377
13:6 so that, while being courageous, we say,

The Lord is my Helper, and I shall not be afraid.
What will man do to me <Psalm 118:6>?378

13:7 Remember those who were leading you, who spoke the message of God to you, whose,
while giving careful thought to the end result of their way of life, belief—mimic.>”

13:8 Jesus the Messiah—it is he who is, yesterday and today, the same, and into the ages.3%

13:9 Do not be carried away by various and foreign teachings, for it is good for the heart to be
strengthened by grace, not by foods, in which those who conducted their lives were not
benefited.3!

13:10 We have an altar, from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat,3¥? 13:11 because
of whose animal’s blood is brought concerning sin into The Set Apart Places by the high priest—
whose bodies of these are burned outside the camp.3®

13:12 Therefore, Jesus also, in order that he set apart the people through his own blood, suffered
outside the gate.® 13:13 As a result, let us go out to him outside the camp, while bearing his
disgrace.’®> 13:14 For here we do not have a city-state that remains, but we are seeking the future
one.3¢

13:15 Consequently, in the light of who he is, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of admiration to
God. This is the fruit of lips, which are acknowledging his name.*’ 13:16 And do not neglect doing
good and sharing, for God is pleased with such sacrifices.?®

13:17 Obey those who are leading you, and be respectful towards them, for they keep watch over

your existences as those who will give an account, so that they may do this with joy and not
groan, because this would be unprofitable for you (&Avciterec).’
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13:18 Pray for us, for we are persuaded that we have a good understanding, while we desire to
conduct ourselves well in all things.*° 13:19 Thus, | encourage you all the more to do this, in order
that | may be returned to you sooner.*!

13:20 And may the God of shalom, who raised up from the dead the shepherd of the sheep, the
great one by virtue of the blood of the eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus,*? 13:21 put you in proper
condition in every good thing, in order to do His desire, while doing in us that which is pleasing in
His sight in view of Jesus the Messiah, to whom be the glory into the ages of the ages. Amen.>*

13:22 And | encourage you, brothers, bear with this message of encouragement, for, indeed, |
have written to you briefly.>** 13:23 You know that our brother Timothy has been released, with
whom, if he comes soon, | will see you.?»

13:24 Greet all those who lead you and all those who are set apart. Those who are from ltaly greet
you.3% 13:25 May grace be with you all.3*”
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' TloAvpepde kol moALTPSTOS TdAo 6 Be0C AUACOC Toic TaTpdoly T év Toic mpogrtaig — The theology of this
letter is very sophisticated in its presentation of the Old Testament and correlating it with the life and death of Jesus as
the predicted Messiah. The letter also mentions Timothy in 13:23 as someone who “has been released” and “with
whom” the author will come if Timothy first comes to him. These two clues suggest strongly that the apostle Paul is the
author, so that he is writing to Jews here and not to Gentiles as he did in his other letters.

In this first verse, Paul is referring to the many messages from God to the Israelites regarding God’s project of fulfilling
His promise to them to make them a “great nation” according to the first promise of the Abrahamic Covenant of
Genesis 12:1-3 and that came via dreams, visions, “word of the Lord,” etc. and were recorded in the Old Testament.
Numbers 12:6 [God] said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, Yahweh, shall make Myself known
to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream.”

“fathers” is the first clue that this letter is addressed to Jews and not to Gentiles. However, human “prophets” never
spoke to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, nor to any other Jew until Judges 6:7-8, but this prophet is not named. Yet, Paul is
probably using the word “prophets” to refer to both angeloi (theophanies, i.e., divine prophets) of Yahweh and human
prophets who communicated His message to the “fathers,” the OT Jews, going back all the way to Abraham. In
Deuteronomy 34:10, Moses is identified as a prophet, and then Deborah is a prophetess in Judges 4:4, and Samuel is
called a prophet sent by Yahweh in 1 Samuel 3:20.

Judges 6:7 Now it came about when the sons of Israel cried to Yahweh on account of Midian, 6:8 that Yahweh sent a
prophet to the sons of Israel, and he said to them, “Thus says Yahweh, the God of Israel, ‘It was I who brought you up
from Egypt and brought you out from the house of slavery.””

As far as Paul’s opponents in this letter are concerned, God has spoken through only the prophets, especially Moses,
and not yet through the Son. Thus, they reject Jesus as the Son of God because he is ontologically only a man and not a
superordinary human being like the angeloi (theophanies) of Yahweh in the OT, a belief which they had and that Paul
refers to in 1:4-2:18.

As a result, in the first chapter of this letter, Paul argues for the Son’s superiority to all the theophanies and other
messengers of Yahweh in the OT. The latter were simply “ministering winds,” while the Son is God’s proxy and
representative as God within the creation.

The subject of the long sentence of at least vs. 1-4 is “God” (6 6€0g). The participial clause refers to His having spoken
(MaMioog) to the OT ancestors of his readers and that He spoke by means of “prophets” (év toig mpogntouig) “in many
portions and in many ways long ago” (IToAvpepdg kol ToAvTponmg taiat). It is obviously a really big deal that the
transcendent creator communicates to and with created human beings. But this is exactly what He has done—for very
specific reasons.

Also, I have broken out the various parts of v. 1-4 and demonstrated the sentence structure as a means to highlight how
important Paul believes the “Son,” i.e., Jesus (even though he does not name him until 2:9), is—with all the red words
that refer to him. I use this same pattern in the additional document which I have created with the English in the left
column and the Greek text in the right column.

2 ém réoydTov 1OV Muepdv TovTmv — Three options for “these days” -

1) The time period that began “long ago” (rdAot) with Abraham and is now coming to an end with the first appearance
of the Messiah, so that what will transpire from here on are the next days of the time period between his first
appearance and his second appearance when he returns to fulfill the Abrahamic promise of ruling over the “great
nation” of Israel and the world.

2) The time period that began with Jesus first coming and will end with his second coming—resulting in the fulfillment
of the Abrahamic promise by his ruling over the “great nation” of Israel and the world, so that the “last of”” this time
period is the entire time period.

3) The time period of the present age, the present times, that somewhat began with Abraham (cf. “long ago” and
nalon) and will end with the inception of the Kingdom of God when Jesus returns and God fulfills His promise to
Abraham to make his physical descendants a “great nation.” This is the same time period of God’s “speaking” to “us,”
the Jews, and will include His fulfilling the Abrahamic promise to them, so that God’s speaking to the Jews goes on
with the preservation of the NT message through its authors. Therefore, the word “last” refers to the completion of
God’s promises to Abraham and the Abrahamic Covenant.

The third option makes the most sense. Paul is talking about the time of the first coming of Jesus as the Messiah after
the time of “long ago” of v. 1 (“these days”) that sets the stage for the end of the present realm, that began with
Abraham and that ends in the final age of the “great nation” of Israel. In other words, “these days” are the time period
from Abraham to when God fulfills His promise to Abraham’s physical descendants, the Jews, and makes them the
most powerful nation in human history under the rule of Jesus as their Champion, Messiah, and king, who died to
intercede for them before God and to reconcile them to Him. Therefore, the “last” of “these days” is God’s final push to
finish the age with the fulfillment of His promises to Abraham. This final push is the time from Jesus’ first appearance
to his second appearance, which we now know is a rather long period of time, at least two thousand years—and still
counting.

1 Peter 1:20 For he was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in the last of the times
(pavepwbévtog 8¢ ém’ éodtov TV xpdvmv) for the sake of you.
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Genesis 49:1, “Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, ‘Assemble yourselves that I may tell you what will befall you
in the days to come (27277 N"7ON2 = in the last of the days) (én” éoydtov 1@V Huepdv = in the last days).””

Also Deuteronomy 4:30, “When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days (27377
N"A0NX32 = in the last of the days) (én” éoydto t@V Muepdv = in the last of the days) you will return to Yahweh your
God and listen to His voice.”

Also Hosea 3:5, “Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek Yahweh their God and David their king; and they
will come trembling to Yahweh and to His goodness in the last days (277277 D*NX2 =in the last of the days) (én°
£oxatov 1OV Nuepdv = in the last days).”

Also consider Acts 2:17 from Joel 2:28-32; and then 2 Timothy 3:1.

Also James 5:3, “Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume
your flesh like fire. It is in the last days (év éoydtang Nuépaig) that you have stored up your treasure.” (pointing to the
final judgment which will truly be in the last days of these days that really began with Abraham and ends with the end
of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20)

Also 2 Peter 3:3, “Know this first of all, that in the last of the days (én” éoxditov 1@V Muepdv) mockers will come with
their mocking, following after their own evil desires.” (pointing to the end of these days when Jesus returns and
restores the Kingdom of David on the land of Israel)

In all these passages, the speaker/author is referring to the end of the history of the present realm when God will bring
about the final judgment of the Jews and the final transformation of the Jews into authentic believersthat will constitute
the eternal Kingdom of God, starting with the renewed Kingdom of Israel of Revelation 20 on the land of Israel and
culminating in the eternal earth of Revelation 21. Sometimes the speaker/author refers to “the last days,” and
sometimes he refers to “the last of the days.” In both cases, his meaning would seem to be the actual last days of the
days of the present realm going back to the time of Abraham. But in the first case, he mentions explicitly only the last
days of these days. Then, in the second case, he mentions explicitly the “last” of the days going back to Abraham, but
he means the same thing, the last days of all these days from the time of Abraham to the time of Jesus as ruler of the
Jews.

By the way, there is no use in the Septuagint of this Greek phrase with tovtwv.

3 gLdAnoev Muiv év vig — The subject of this verb, éLdAncev, is “God” in v. 1. Just as He spoke to the Jews’ OT
ancestors by means of human prophets, He has also spoken now “by means of the Son” (év vi®) as the period of time
gets closer to His finishing His project of producing the “great nation” of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God on the
new earth.

The “Son” refers to the descendant of King David (circa 1000 B.C.), beginning with David himself (cf. Psalm 89) and
then Solomon, who, in Psalm 2, also calls God his “Father” and who continues the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant
(2 Samuel 7), whereby God has promised that David’s kingdom, and thus the earthly Kingdom of Israel (and,
eventually, the eternal Kingdom of God by extrapolation), will go on for as long as God wants, with David’s
descendants as the kings of this kingdom.

For example, 2 Chronicles 21:7 Yet Yahweh was not willing to destroy the house of David because of the covenant
which He had made with David, and since He had promised to give a lamp to him and his sons forever (27377 '5;)
(rdoog Tag NUEPOS).

Jesus is the final Davidic king and therefore the final Son of God who, by implication, is the greatest of the biblical
“prophets,” i.e., spokesmen of God, and has brought the most complete and final message from God (cf. Hebrews 1:5).
While the primary purpose of the letter of Hebrews is to exhort the readers to continue in their belief in Jesus as the Son
of God, who has come into history and therefore is their Messiah and high priest (cf. Hebrews 2:1, etc.), the secondary
purpose is to argue that Jesus, as the incarnation of God, is an ordinary human being in his ontology and has qualified
to be the Messiah, high priest, and eternal King by virtue of his death, which was his propitiatory offering to God for
human beings who are sinful. With his offering and his role as high priest, Jesus brings reconciliation between God and
sinners. Thus, he qualifies to intervene for other human beings and appeal for mercy on their behalf before God at the
final judgment. It will be important to recognize that Paul’s argument in this letter does NOT state that Jesus brings
salvation and reconciliation to sinners by paying the full amount of the punishment they deserve. Instead, he argues that
Jesus qualified to intercede for them before God as their high priest by sacrificing himself through his own death on the
Cross.

“us” refers to the Jews of Paul’s day who were also contemporaries of Jesus during his first appearance and time on the
earth that culminated in his death, resurrection, and ascension.

An important and remarkable feature of God’s relationship with human beings on this earth is that He has
communicated the information that He wants us to have through only the Jews. This is what Paul is saying here in vs. 1
& 2, that God has spoken through the Jewish prophets to the Jewish OT ancestors and now through the Jewish Messiah,
Jesus of Nazareth, who is the Jewish Son of God. God has made Himself known in this way to no other ethnic group in
the world. This is why any group, other than those who learn from the Bible, are wrong if they say that they have
communication from God. It is only the Jews of the OT and the Jewish apostles and their close associates in the NT,
except admittedly Luke who received his information through the Jewish apostle Paul and other Jewish apostles, to
whom God provided the necessary, authentic, and authoritative information that He wanted them and the rest of
humanity to have.
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Paul says the same thing in Romans 3:1-4, 3:1 What then is the advantage of being a Jew, or what is the benefit of
circumcision? 3:2 Great in every respect! Primarily, because they were entrusted with the messages of God (ta Adyo
700 0g0v). 3:3 But what if some of them have not believed? Will their unbelief render null and void that which God
entrusted to them? 3:4 Absolutely not! Let God be someone who speaks truth, and let every man be someone who
speaks lies, just as it was written, “So that You may be considered right when You speak and prevail when You judge’
<Psalm 51:4b>.

4 dv gonkev kAnpovopov mdvimv — Here Paul begins a relative clause with the objective relative pronoun &v, which
means “whom,” referring to “the Son.” The subject of the verb is still “God” of v. 1, and He has appointed the Son to
be heir of all things.

In the Ancient Near East, the king of an empire was the Son of God, i.e., the “Son” of the chief god of the people, who
ruled over the god’s property as his proxy, stand-in, agent, and representative. Therefore, he was the icon or image of
the god and was to be treated as though he were the god himself. Similarly, the Davidic kings were God’s icon and
proxy, and Jesus is the final Son of Yahweh whom God considers to be His “firstborn” and heir to the whole creation,
including and especially the eternal Kingdom of God that begins with the restored Kingdom of Israel on the land of
Israel during the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20 after Jesus’ return and continues on the new and eternal earth of
the newly created cosmos of Revelation 21. Thus, God has “appointed” and established Jesus to be the heir of “all
things,” all that will continue as that which is the Kingdom of God after he returns.

Psalm 89:27, “I shall also make him [David] my firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth”.

Psalm 105:6 O seed of Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 105:7 He is Yahweh our God; His
judgments are in all the earth. 105:8 He has remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a
thousand generations, 105:9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac. 105:10 Then He
confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 105:11 saying, “To you I will give the land of
Canaan as the portion of your inheritance,” 105:12 when they were only a few men in number, very few, and strangers
n 1t.

2 Corinthians 4:3 And if our good news has been concealed, it has been concealed in those who are being destroyed,
4:4 in whom the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelieving in order that they may not see the light of the
good news of the glory of the Messiah, who is the icon of God.

Paul is making the same point in Colossians 1:13 He rescued us from the authority of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of His Son of love,* 1:14 in whom we have deliverance, the forgiveness of our sins.* 1:15 He is the icon of
the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,* 1:16 because all things in the heavens and on the earth were created in
regard to him (v a01®), all things visible and invisible, whether thrones, lordships, rulers, or authorities. All things
have been created with him in view (81" avt0o0) and for him (gig adtov).

38U 00 °koi émoinoev tovg aidvac® — Here is a second relative clause that begins with the prepositional phrase &t
oV, meaning “in view of whom.” Again, the subject of the verb is “God” of v. 1, and He has made cosmic and,
especially, human history “in view of”” Jesus, the Son of God.

Certainly, because of their belief in the traditional trinity of the three eternal persons of the Godhead, it makes sense
that the English translators translate the 816 at the beginning of this relative clause as “through,” thinking that Paul
means that Jesus as the 2" person of the trinity is the tool or instrument by whom God the Father created the ages of
cosmic and human history.

However, in the light many other passages which provide an explanation of the relationship between the God the
creator and His creation, including Jesus as a created human being (such as John 1:1-5, the logos is the story of the
author, who is God), it makes more sense here to translate 81 as “in view of,” thus identifying this particular Son of
God, Jesus, as the central figure of all creation history (cf. Colossians 1:15-16 above). Consequently, God had Jesus in
mind specifically when He created the cosmos and started and continues both cosmic and human history. And Jesus
will rule over the eternal age of the Kingdom of God. In other words, God has brought into existence and determined
all of the ages (tobg aidvog) of history to fulfill His Son-centric plans of creating a realm where Jesus will be king
forever.

We should also consider Paul’s use of noiéw (poieow) in Hebrews 3:2 regarding Jesus—Jesus has been made and
therefore created within the story that God is telling to fulfill the role of His Son over the household of His people, i.e.,
authentic believers. Jesus is the most important character in God’s story as the final Son of God and Davidic king.
This is also more coherent with Paul’s previous statement to the effect that God has “appointed [Jesus] heir of all
things.” He brought Jesus into existence and his assigned him and established him the specific function within His story
to be Him and to rule over all that He has made both during the time of the restored Kingdom of Israel and the time of
the eternal earth after it.

Thus, “the ages” (tobg ai@vog) refer not to the material cosmos and world per se, but to the events that occur on the
earth and involve human beings who play such an important role in God’s story, so that Jesus is the centerpiece of this
story.

%8¢ dv amavyaouo Thg 86&ng — Verse 3 here begins another relative clause with the masculine, nominative pronoun
0¢, meaning “who,” and refers to “the Son” of v. 2, literally “is” with the present participle @v. The main verb of the
relative pronoun 6g is going to be “sat down” (¢xd6ioev) as Paul makes the point that the “Son” is greater than all the
theophanies of Yahweh in the OT. This is why his readers and he must continue their belief in him for eternal purposes.
To be the “radiance of the glory” of God refers to Jesus’ role as the human being who is God in the story which He is

>
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telling. Jesus did not literally shine as a light, because he was God. Instead, he lived his life and made specific choices
that were truly a reflection of the transcendent God.

Paul will go on to say that Jesus is greater than any theophany and the appearances of God in the Old Testament, which
were angeloi (messengers, not conventional angels) of Yahweh and also God within the story. But Jesus, again, has a
completely different and greater role than any of the appearances of God in the Old Testament. He was and is not only
a teacher of truth, but also a real man who died on the cross and then rose from the dead in order to continue his role as
the king of the eternal Kingdom of God.

As a result, Jesus shares in the magnificence, glory, and moral perfection of the transcendent Father in the same way
that light beams from the sun share in its brightness. Thus, Jesus is God within the creation, i.e., the incarnation
(literally “in fleshness”) of God. He is the only mother-born, flesh and blood human being who can claim to be God in
the story of human history. This is what Paul will describe in Hebrews 2.

7 kol yoporkThp TS Vmootdoeng ovtod — This indicates the second thing that the Son “is” that was started by the
participle @v.

This statement is not easy to translate, but I think that Paul is saying much the same thing about Jesus as his being “the
radiance of the glory” of God. Jesus represents God in a manner that no other naturally born human being ever has, by
his being identified as God Himself within the creation. He has the “reproduction,” character, and very mark of God
stamped upon his person the same way that a typewriter leaves a carbon image on a paper that is the exact
representation and “reproduction” of the element. As a result, the mark that Jesus was always leaving on the land of
Israel as he thought, spoke and acted as a human being was that of the morally perfect God in the midst of sinful human
beings for the specific role that God assigned him, which was to teach, heal, encourage, and eventually offend andc die
for sinners. He was always reproducing God and representing God perfectly, albeit as a created human being in the
story of history. There was, is, and will be nothing about what Jesus thinks, chooses, says, or does that someone would
not say, “There is God in the creation because of what Jesus is thinking, choosing, saying, and doing.”

In addition, unlike the man in Genesis 18 who visited Abraham and who was Yahweh, i.e., an actual theophany and
manifestation of Yahweh, Jesus was, is, and will be an expression of Yahweh with his own mind, will, and choice-
making mechanism, so that he is always a separate person from him. Also, unlike the man in Genesis 18, Jesus is a
permanent and eternal person within the created reality and not just a temporary one. Yes, he died and was dead for
three days. But God resurrected him and will cause him to exist for all eternity at the centerpiece of created reality and
the story which He is telling.

This is the only use of yapoxtnp in the NT.

vrdotacig can mean confidence, literally a standing under, i.e., the underlying structure. Therefore, Jesus is the
character or representation of the God’s underlying structure, of His moral nature and eternal intentions and purposes,
whereby he is the central focus of the created reality.

8 rpépov 1e TO mAvTo TG priwott Thg duvdueme avtod — The present participle pépmv is the second one connected to
the relative pronoun og. The particle te means “likewise,” similarly to who the Son is.

Jesus has patiently born and continues to bear patiently, i.e., carrying and even putting up with, all the things that God
has powerfully said in the Old Testament regarding the Messiah, including that he would suffer, die, and then rule over
the creation. As a result, God has brought about the three years of Jesus’ demonstrating that he is the Messiah, so that
he accomplished all that God powerfully assigned him to do as the Messiah, including and most especially in this letter,
his propitiatory death in order to qualify to be the high priest of sinners.

Therefore, “His word of power” is God’s speaking the creation into existence that has included and continues to
include Jesus and his role as the Messiah. In other words, this phrase refers to God’s sovereign control of even Jesus’
existence for His eternal purposes.

Similar to Paul’s use of @épw in Hebrews 12:20, “For they could not bear the command, ‘If even...””

Hebrews 13:13, “So let us go outside the camp, bearing his reproach”

John 20:27, “Then he said to Thomas, ‘Reach (¢épe) here with your finger, and see my hands; and reach (@épe) here
with your hand and put (BdAe) it into my side...””

Alternatively, the Majority Text adds either 8v éovtod or 8t avtob, the latter of which makes sense if Paul, the author
of Hebrews, is referring with this added phrase to Jesus as the one through whom God supports His authority by
speaking through him, for example, when Jesus says, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk” (John 5:8).

Similar to Hebrews 2:4 as God bore witness with them by means of signs and wonders and various displays of power
and by distributions of the Holy Spirit according to His desire.

Or Paul could be referring to the three recorded times when the voice of God out of heaven said something to the
effect, “This is my beloved Son...” (cf. Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 12:28) so that this would be translated, “by His powerful
statement.” However, if the 81" éarvto® or 81 avtod are not actually a part of the text, then the point is that Jesus
patiently bears all things about God’s saying that he is to be the suffering Messiah by his accepting the position of
teacher, propitiatory offering, king, ruler, and the one who intervenes and intercedes on behalf of sinners, thus proving
that he is the biblical Son of God in all his capacity and to whom these readers need to listen, which then permits Paul
to move on to talk about the Son in v. 3b and following.

O T xoOapPIoUOV ‘TAV GuapTI®Y Tomaoduevoe’ — Before Paul gets to the main verb, éxd6ioev, of the o¢ relative clause,
he mentions with another participial clause how it is that the “Son” is qualified to sit down so to speak at God’s right
hand and rule the entire created reality.
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This most especially has to do with Jesus’ bearing up under all the God said and created in regarding him and his role
on the earth. The aorist middle participle most likely has an emphatic meaning, that Jesus himself made “cleansing of
sins” for Jewish (and, of course, Gentile) sinners, in contrast to thinking that the offerings and sacrifices of bulls and
goats did. Thus, “after [Jesus] himself made cleansing of sins...” [he demonstrated that he had done so by acquiring a
position of the highest status for any human being, that of ruling God’s creation with same authority as God, i.e., by
sitting at His right hand (see the rest of this verse)]

This is Paul’s main point in this letter, that it is the sacrifice of the very human Messiah within the context of the New
Covenant, not the sacrifice of animals according to the Mosaic Covenant, that achieves eternal forgiveness of sins from
God. It also makes sense to translate this verb with the active voice as something Jesus did in the midst of bearing and
enduring everything which God has spoken in the OT and his NT existence that was necessary for him to do to qualify
as a propitiatory offering for the Jews in their sinful condition.

Cf. Exodus 30:10 where Aaron, as the first high priest of the Mosaic Covenant, was commanded by God to “atone” for
the evil acts of the Israelites once a year, “Aaron shall make atonement (7237) (é&1Ad.oeton) on its horns once a year;
he shall make atonement (792?) (xaapiel or “cleanse”) on it with the blood of the sin offering of atonement (2772317
DNRBT 277 (6rd 100 aipatog 100 KaBopIoHoD TAV AUapTIOY T0D EEhacuod) once a year throughout your
generations. It is most holy to Yahweh.”

In Hebrews, Paul uses several Greek words borrowed from the Septuagint or similar to words in the Septuagint, among
which are kaBapioudg (purification, cleansing, 1:3), AMitpooic (redemption, 9:12), pavtito (sprinkle,
9:13,19,21;10:22), xabapdtng (cleansing, 9:13), kabapilo (cleanse, 9:14,22,23;10:2), arorlvtpwoig (redemption,
9:15), daipéw (take away (sins), 10:4), and Aovw (wash, 10:22), all of which both in the Old Testament and in this
letter refer to the demonstration of the moral deficiency of people, their need for God’s mercy, and God’s granting His
mercy and forgiveness by virtue of a proper offering’s being made in the light of the people’s authentic inwardness,
belief, and repentance.

While exhorting his readers not to give up their belief in Jesus as the Son of God, Paul’s main argument is that Jesus,
the human incarnation of God, is the most important high priest, who also has offered himself as a sacrifice for sins in
order to qualify to intercede on our behalf at the judgment (cf. Hebrews 5-10). Paul’s opponents have not put together
the two ideas of Messiah/King and high priest from the NT with respect to one, future individual who fulfills both roles
within the creation and human race. A Son of God who is merely human and sufters death is not part of their picture of
the Messiah. But Paul is going to argue that this is the only understanding of the Messiah that makes sense of the OT
data, especially Psalm 110.

10 ¢xaoioev év Skl Tiic peyalmovvng v dymioig — Here begins the clause with the main verb of the relative pronoun
0c at the beginning of v. 3.

My guess is that all Jews would readily acknowledge, if they have interpreted Psalm 110:1 correctly that David is
referring to the future king of Israel and Messiah, that he would “sit at the right hand” of God and rule over the creation
because his role will be to destroy Israel’s enemies and restore the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel. Plus, I
assume that they realize that God is speaking metaphorically, that it is physically and spatially impossible for a created
being to position himself literally at the transcendent creator’s right hand. But none of them, including Paul originally,
would expect David’s Lord to do so after making propitiation and “purification” for the people’s sins by dying on a
cross—in spite of God’s also referring to him in v. 4 of Psalm 110 as a “priest forever according to the order of
Melchizekek!” Surely, the Messiah would sacrifice something else and not himself! Right? No. Wrong.

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand (";".”7.3”? 2) (kdBov éx Se&idv pov) until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet (772177 &7 7[”3’& DERTIY) (Bog &v 00 Todg éx8povs 6ov dmonddiov Tédv
nod®V 60v).”

The idea in Psalm 110 of sitting at God’s right hand is a key concept for Paul in this letter (cf. Hebrews 8:1; 10:12;
12:2) in order to demonstrate Jesus’ importance to his readers—that Jesus’ own exalted authority is just under the
transcendent God’s by virtue of his “sitting at His right hand,” again, metaphorically speaking. After Jesus suffered
death as an offering for sin by which he obtains God’s eternal mercy and forgiveness for sinners, he earned the title
“Son of God” as the Davidic king who rules over the creation and advocates for sinners at the final judgment, which is
why God resurrected him from the dead. I say that this statement is metaphorical because the created Jesus cannot go
outside the creation and transcend it as God the Father does. Besides, God, assuming He is incorporeal, does not have
an actual right hand and arm?

Hebrews 8:1 The main point in what is being said is that we have a high priest, who has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of the Great One in the heavens, 8:2 an administrator of the sacred things and of the true tent (t1ig oxnviig
Tfg GAnOwig), that the Lord pitched, not man.

Hebrews 10:11 In addition, on the one hand, every priest has stood daily (ka8 nuépav), serving and bringing the same
sacrifices often (roAAdikic), that are never able to take away (nepiereiv) sins. 10:12 On the other hand, this one, having
offered one sacrifice for sins for all time (nicv Vmep apapTI®V Tpoceveykag Buciav gig T0 dinvekes), sat down at the
right hand of God, 10:13 waiting from now on until his enemies are made a footstool for his feet. 10:14 Thus, with one
offering (@ yop mpoceop@), he has brought, for all time (gig 10 dinvekeg), completion of their goal (teteheinkev) for
those who are being set apart (tovg ayialouévong).

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, indeed, because we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
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every impediment and the sin that so easily distracts us,'” and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
12:2 while we fix our eyes on Jesus, the leader in belief and the one who finished his race (tov... tedlewwtnv). For the
joy set before him, he endured the cross, while thinking nothing of the humiliation, and he has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.

Typical Christian theology assumes that God is part of our own reality and simply above us on the second floor of the
same house (so to speak) that we inhabit. Therefore, Jesus as both God and man theoretically walked down the stairs
from the second floor of reality to be with us on the first floor. Then he walked back up the stairs to be with the Father
and to sit at His right hand on the second floor. This means, too, that we can walk up the same stairs to be with God on
the second floor. And, indeed, we do make this movement when we die and go to heaven for all eternity to be with God
and Jesus in their special realm on the second floor.

But I do not think that this does justice to the biblical data where God is described as an uncreated being and we are
created beings. The radical difference between the uncreated realm of God and the created realm of human beings is
not spatial. It is ontological, meaning that someone who is uncreated, i.e., God, can invade and manifest Himself in the
created realm, but someone who is created, i.e., human beings, including Jesus as Paul will describe in chapter 2,
cannot invade and manifest himself in the uncreated realm—because then he would have to become uncreated. In
addition, not even God can manifest Himself in the created realm as if He is both ontologically uncreated and created,
as most Christians try to imagine and claim that Jesus is. The only kind of ontological stuff that can exist in the creation
is created stuff, the same way that Charles Dickens cannot insert his biological being into one of his novels and be that
external, biological Charles Dickens in real life and a character in his story. The only kind of “biological” being that
anything or anyone can be in his novels is a written text on the page, which is not even close to being the same as the
ontological, biological person that Charles Dickens is who is writing the text on the page. It is a similar vast ontological
difference that exists between God and human beings, including between the uncreated, transcendent God the Father
and Jesus as the created icon of God on the created earth. Therefore, God, David, and Paul are speaking metaphorically
about David’s Lord sitting at God’s right hand.

The “Great One in the heights” (0 peyoadoovvn év YymAowg) is found only here in the NT and is obviously God, the
majestic (=the one with the most impressive dignity, honor, power, and beingness) person in the highest of the high
places of reality, i.e., in the uncreated realm, where only God can exist. The two Greek words also do not appear
together like this in the OT. But, clearly. they both refer to the height of God’s beingness and His ability to be the
powerful author of all created reality, so that Jesus’ sitting at His right hand is for him to take on the role of exerting
His authority and rule over the creation, albeit as a created being himself and as the uncreated God’s proxy and
representative.

It is the “Great One in the heights” who expressed Himself with “His word of power” regarding Jesus and his role as
the suffering, dying, resurrecting, and eternal Messiah, which is why He is the “Great One in the heights.”

1 1060010 Kpeittov Yevépevog °tdv dyyéhov — Here the aorist participle is explaining the circumstances for the Son’s
sitting down at the right hand of God. It is because of his status and role relative to the angeloi, i.e., the theophanies of
Yahweh—in spite of how great Yahweh Himself is and the role that His theophanies played in the history of His
chosen people, the nation of Israel.

The phrase “angel of Yahweh” (77177 T[k:&?@) (dyyedog xvpiov) is found 56x in the Old Testament. I think that there
are two reasons within the context to interpret angeloi as theophanies of Yahweh and not as conventional angels. First
is Hebrews 2:2, that the Mosaic Covenant came to Moses and the Israelites through the angeloi of Yahweh. In light of
Exodus that states that Yahweh appeared to Moses on Mt. Sinai, the phrase angeloi of Yahweh refers to the ways that
God appeared within the created reality, e.g. by a thick cloud in Exodus 19:9, and by thunder, lightening, and a thick
cloud in Exodus 19:16.

Second is Hebrews 2:7 that quotes the Septuagint’s translation of Psalm 8:5 as saying that the Son of Man is a little
lower than the angeloi, when the Hebrew text of this verse in Psalm 8 says a little lower than God, i.e., Elohim. Thus,
the Son of Man is a little lower than any manifestation of Yahweh within the created reality, because the Son of Man,
as the ruler of the created reality within the creation, is still lower in authority than the transcendent Creator Himself,
i.e., than Yahweh.

Consequently, Paul is referring to the physical and temporary theophanies of Yahweh that were not ordinary mother-
born flesh and blood human beings but some sort of superordinary beings. Other examples of angeloi of Yahweh are
the burning bush of Exodus 3, the “man” who appeared to Abraham in Genesis 19, and the “angel” who wrestled with
Jacob in Genesis 32. Because of God’s manifesting Himself in some form and manner to these human beings, we can
conclude that some Jews were under the impression that the Messiah would likewise be a superordinary and
indestructible being, an “angelos (angel) of Yahweh” like those of the Old Testament, who obviously then would not
die on a cross. Instead, the “angelos of God” as the Messiah would only crush the Jews’ and his enemies, leading the
Jews of Paul’s day to the conclusion that Jesus, the crucified “Messiah,” could not possibly be the Messiah.

In contrast, Paul in this letter is arguing that the Messiah is an ordinary human being like David and Solomon, albeit
morally perfect and the “reproduction of [God’s] identity,” i.e., God within the creation (cf. Hebrews 1:3). In chapter 1,
Paul demonstrates that Jesus as the Son of God has greater honor and a greator role within the creation than any of the
angeloi of Yahweh, the temporary theophanies of God, because he will exist eternally and rule over God’s property, the
whole creation, including and especially the eternal Kingdom of God comprised of both Jewish and Gentile believers.
Nevertheless, in chapter 2, Paul will use Psalm 8 to argue that Jesus is less than the angeloi of Yahweh, the temporary
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theophanies of God, because they refer to the transcendent Creator Himself and His authority. Thus, because Jesus is an
ordinary man who died and yet who rules over the whole creation, he still is less in authority than the transcendent
Creator. Jesus as the Son of God submits to the authority of Yahweh but also plays a much greater role within the
creation than the theophanies of Yahweh by having become a faithful high priest who propitiates God’s anger with his
sacrifice and offering of himself and intercedes for sinners by obtaining God’s eternal mercy and forgiveness for them.
Paul is therefore also implying that no angelos of Yahweh is ever assigned the place or role of sitting at God’s right
hand. This is a permanent and eternal place and role for this person, who is nevertheless an icon and representation of
God within the creation.

2 860 Sropopdtepov map avTovg kKekAnpovounkev dvopa — “Name” in the Bible refers to all that is involved in
describing a person, i.e., his personhood, character, role, and function within all reality. Therefore, the transcendent
Creator, God the Father, obviously has the greatest “name.” Then, while His proxy as ruler of the universe, the Son of
God, has a “name” a little lower than God’s (cf. Psalm 8:4,5; Hebrews 2:5-8), he still has a greater role and function
than any of the temporary angeloi of God, such as the burning bush of Exodus 3.

Plus, this particular Son of God, Jesus, is both the permanent and eternal manifestation of God within the creation and
also the eternal ruler of the Kingdom of God. Therefore, the name or title of Son of God involves the right to rule over
God’s creation (cf. Hebrews 2:5-9; Psalm 8), a name and role which Jesus “inherited” and acquired by suffering death
on the cross for the sins of his people (cf. Romans 1:4). To have the name “Son” is greater than having the name
“angelos,” 1.e., “messenger,” because the final Son’s role is to die and rise from the dead in order to provide eternal
mercy for sinners and then to rule over God’s creation and bring order and justice to it for former sinful human beings
and for all eternity.

Hebrews 8:6 he has now obtained a superior service (Siapopwtépa TéTvyev Aettovpying), inasmuch as he is indeed the
mediator of a better Covenant, which has been legislated on the basis of better promises.

B Tivi yop einév mote 1@V GyyEhov: vidg Lov €l 6V, £y ofuepov yeyévvnkd oe — Psalm 2, cited as a Psalm of David
(Acts 4:25), was written to extol God at the coronation of Solomon, the new king of Israel who succeeded his father
David. Thus, David says that God gave birth so to speak to Solomon as His “Son” when Solomon was crowned king.
Consequently, Solomon, a mere human being (even sinful human being in this case) and king of Israel was greater than
all the angeloi of Yahweh, the theophanies of God, because of his right and responsibility to be God’s proxy on earth
and ruler over the entire creation (as stated by David in Psalm 8 and confirmed by Paul in Hebrews 2:5-9 when he
quotes Psalm 8).

And for God to say that He “gave birth” to Solomon and, by implication, the subsequent Sons of God, the kings of
Israel, indicates a greater status for these men than any of the angeloi of Yahweh, who were temporary created
manifestations of God. This is because of the role of the Sons of God, not because of their ontological condition. Their
role was not just to communicate certain important information from the transcendent Creator, as the theophanies did,
but was to exercise the same authority as an actual government over other human beings and the rest of the creation.

4 ko ey €yo €copon odTd el TOTéPa, Kol odTOC £6TON POt €l Vidv — 2 Samuel 7 lays out the Davidic Covenant
that God made with David, first, explicitly in regard to Solomon as the Son of God (although David was the Son of
God also — cf. Psalm 89), and, ultimately, in regard to Jesus, the final and eternal Son of God and king of both Israel
and the eternal Kingdom of God. God borrowed, so to speak, the idea that He had already written into His story
regarding the kings of the Ancient Near Eastern empires, who were each considered the Son of the people’s chief god
and therefore had the right and responsibility to rule over the god’s property, which, in the case of Yahweh, was and is
the whole creation (cf. Psalm §; Hebrews 2:5-9).

Clearly, Paul is not interested in demonstrating that Jesus is the co-eternal 2™ person of the trinity. Otherwise, he would
have made a direct trinitarian statement rather than focusing on the Davidic Covenant. Indeed, Paul’s argument in this
letter pertains to Jesus’ role and status as the very human king and high priest of the Davidic Covenant and New
Covenant respectively, not to his prior existence or co-eternity with God the Father.

God never stated or made one of His angeloi or theophanies a “Son of God” and ruler of Israel, the world, and the
creation. He reserved this role for only the human kings who have been descendants of David, ending finally in Jesus,
who also made purification for sins by his death on the cross. And the position and role of being God’s proxy (along
with dying to become a high priest for God’s people for Jesus) is what gives any Davidic king and especially Jesus the
greater status than any angelos or theophany.

15 8tov 8¢ maAv glcoydyn oV mpotédTokov gig T oikovpévny — cf. Psalm 89:27 where God calls David not only His
Son but also His firstborn, the one who rules over the creation as God’s proxy and deputy. God led each Davidic king
into the “inhabited world” and “inhabited earth” (tnv oixovuévnyv), so that each king was God’s firstborn and,
therefore, His Son. Thus, €ig tv oixovpévnv means, in the final analysis, into the arena in which the Son of God as the
Davidic king has God’s authority and influence, i.e., his dominion that involves his rightful rule over the entire creation
(cf. Psalm 8), the rule which God has granted him through the Davidic Covenant by calling him and appointing him His
“Son.”

But God is going to bring/lead Jesus again (rd¢Awv) into the Davidic arena when he returns to restore the Kingdom of
Israel and truly begins the ages of the eternal Kingdom of God (cf. Hebrews 2:5). Thus, God’s calling each Davidic
king His Son culminates in God’s “bringing” and “leading” the final king and eternal firstborn Son of God, Jesus of
Nazareth, into the “inhabited world” at his return when all the angeloi of Yahweh (wind, rain, etc.) will effectively bow
their knee to him because he will rule over them (even the burning bush to some extent because, after all, it is only a
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bush ontologically that had a temporary role as a theophany of God).

Consequently, Paul’s argument is not only that the crucified Messiah is our only sufficient and eternal propitiatory
offering to God, but he also will come again in order to complete his role and beome the king of the restored Kingdom
of Israel and then of the eternal earth.

Psalm 89:27 “I also shall make him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.”

16 Aéyer kol mpookLYNGATOGAY 0VTH TdvTeg Gyyelol Beod — The superscription before Psalm 97 in the Septuagint
reads, “For David, when his land is established,” thus indicating that when the psalmist writes “Yahweh reigns” in v. 1,
he is speaking not only of the transcendent God whose name is Yahweh, but also of his deputy on earth, David as the
Son of God and king of Israel.

Psalm 97:7_ Let_all those be ashamed who serve graven images, who boast themselves of idols; worship Him, all you
gods (D’ﬁ5§_5§ ﬁE—nwr;rmr;‘n ; Septuagint — tpookvvicate AVTA, TAVTES Ol GyyeAOL QOTOD).

I think that proper way to understand this verse is by realizing that the ANE people “worshiped,” which is to say looked
to only the natural elements and forces within the creation, such as the wind, the weather, the sun, and even death, as
that on which they ultimately relied for life, happiness, meaning, and fulfillment during their existence on earth. Thus,

they called these natural forces “gods” (D’ﬁ5§, elohim), the same word that the OT uses to refer to the one true God,

Yahweh. This is why the Septuagint translates elohim with “His angeloi,” i.e., God’s created messengers who
communicate information about Him to human beings. This, in a sense, includes the theophanies of God, such as the
man at Abraham’s tent in Genesis 19 and the burning bush who spoke to Moses in Exodus 3. As a result, the psalmist
in Psalm 97 is encouraging all the “things” which people “worship” and that are other than God Himself and that God
the Creator has created to worship and serve their Creator, Yahweh.

By inference, these same created objects and forces should “worship” and “serve” God’s proxy, the Davidic king of
Israel. This would include even the objects whom God used as props, e.g., the burning bush, within His story.
Therefore, in line with the Septuagint, the false gods, as aspects of nature, are like the angeloi of God. They are
“winds” and “ministers” of Yahweh (cf. Psalm 104:4 and Hebrews 1:7). It is consequently appropriate for the false
gods and the angeloi of God as created things to “worship,” i.e., show respect to and serve, Yahweh and the Davidic
king, even David and, ultimately, Jesus, since the king of Israel has a higher status and greater role than the theophanies
of God who temporarily serve the people to whom God is appearing.

This also makes the most sense when we consider that the created reality is ontologically completely different from
God, so that even the angeloi of God, e.g., the burning bush, were of created ontology and not of transcendent
ontology. They were ontologically no greater than wind or fire. However, they were manifestations of Yahweh. Thus,
the point in this passage is that Jesus is of created ontology, i.e., merely an ordinary human being, but he plays a greater
role than the temporary, created theophanies of God. He is not only God within the creation but also the ruler and high
priest of God’s people for all eternity in the Kingdom of God. This is something that none of the theophanies per se can
claim.

The Septuagint of Deuteronomy 32:43 is longer than the Hebrew text and includes the statement, kol évicyvodtocov
ovT® Tavteg dyyelot 0o (= and let all the angeloi of God strengthen Him), which is to say, let all the created
elements provide help in God’s carrying out His plans and purposes. Thus, it is similar to Psalm 97:7 and to Paul’s
point in this passage that the Son of God is greater in status and role than any other person or thing, including the
theophanies of God, within the creation.

17 ko mpdg HEV ToVG GyyEAoug T AéyeL O TODY TOVG GyYEAOVS QDTOD TVEVIATO KO TOVG AELTOVPYOVS AdTOD TVUPOG
@AOya — Here Paul quotes Psalm 104:4, where the whole Psalm is about God’s sovereign creation and control of all the
natural world that serves all living beings, including and most especially humans. Thus, the winds of nature and fire are
God’s angeloi and “messengers,” as well as His servants and “ministers,” in that they serve human beings by helping to
provide temporary existence for temporary purposes that are far less than what the Son of God will do when he rules
over the universe. Therefore, they can be called “messengers” (angeloi) of God, like the theophanies of God in the Old
Testament (cf. Hebrews 1:14).

But I think that the NAS95 and other English translations are misleading. Whereas some of them translate Psalm 104:4
with “He makes the winds His messengers, flaming fire His ministers,” here, in Hebrews 1:7, they transpose the words,
“Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.” I think the point in the Psalm is that God can take
anything within the creation and use it for whatever purpose He has. Paul is saying that God does the same thing
temporarily with theophanies, while He uses the Son eternally for the specific purpose of ruling over Israel and the
creation and providing the sinful Jews with eternal mercy and forgiveness through his death on the cross.

I think this is Paul’s point in 2 Thessalonians 1:7, “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the
Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire (uet” dyyéhwv dvvduemg adtod T ‘év
nwopt @Aoydg,” = with His angeloi of power by means of a flaming fire), 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not
know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” [When Jesus returns, God is going to create fire
as His own theophany to assist Jesus in destroying Israel’s enemies. ]

Consequently, Jesus’ role as an eternal incarnation of God and the Messiah is greater than that of not only wind and
fire, but also the temporary manifestations of God such as the burning bush. This may seem quite shocking that the
Bible speaks of the forces of nature such as wind and fire as being on the same par as the manifestations of God when it
comes to their fulfilling the same kind of role of being servants and messengers of God. Yet, when it is all said and
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done, a “messenger” of God within the created reality is still simply playing the role of a messenger of God, while the
Son of God, the Davidic king, plays the role of both messenger (teacher) and eternal ruler (and high priest, as we will
see) of the creation within the creation with the same authority as God Himself.

Psalm 104:4 He makes the winds His messengers (m'z;m T”J;ZS?D HE/"’J) (6 TOL®V T0VG AyYEAOVG OOTOD TVEVUOLTOL),

flaming fire His ministers/servants (DH‘T‘ YR WJWLJFD) (kail TovE AELTOVPYOVG ahTOD TP PAEYOV).

18 pog 8¢ 1ov vidv — Again, Paul has in mind the Davidic king, not the 2" person of the trinity. This passage and the
upcoming quote from Psalm 45 are about any king of Israel as a fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, not about the
trinity. On the one hand, wind and fire, even the burning bush of Exodus 3, are a particular “messenger” of God that
plays a temporary role within the creation. On the other hand, Paul will use the following quote from Psalm 45 to
indicate the greater role of the Son of God, who is the Davidic king. And, of course, Jesus is the Son who, at his return,
rules over the restored Kingdom of Israel of Revelation 20 and then over the eternal earth of the Kingdom of God of
Revelation 21-22.

19°6 Bpévog cov 6 Bedg — Psalm 45 was written to honor one of the Davidic kings of Israel during his wedding. Paul
quotes the Septuagint of vs. 6-7. X .

Psalm 45:6 Your throne, O God, (D’ﬁ‘?;ﬁ\ﬂg@a) (6 Bpdvog Gov, 6 Bedg) is forever and ever (Y7 DJ?W) (gig TOV
aidva Tod ai®dvog); a scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom (pG&pdog ev6vtnrtog f pdpdog thig
Baoilelog cov).

45:7 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness (ydnncag dikaiosvvny kot éuioncag dvopiav). Therefore
God, Your God has anointed You with the oil of joy above Your fellows (81¢ totto éxpioév oe 6 6g0¢ 0 0edg oV
MooV AyaAMAcENG TOPX TOVG LETOXOVS GOV).

The Davidic, human king is called “God” (D’ﬁ‘?;ﬁ, Elohim) (6 8edg) in v. 6 (“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;
a scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom”), because, according to the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7;
Psalms 2,8,89), the king of Israel is God’s Son, proxy, representative, and stand-in, who rules over the creation with the
authority of God, i.e., as God’s deputy. Paul is thus saying that the Son of God, specifically Jesus, is greater than all
angeloi, 1.e., manifestations of God in the Old Testament, that were merely temporary servants of God as wind or fire
might be. Starting with David, the king of Israel was concerned about righteousness and morality, for which reason
God anointed (messiahed, christed) the king. Therefore, David, Solomon, Rehoboam, et al. were each God’s temporary
Anointed Messiah, and Jesus is the ﬁnz}l and eternal Anointed Messiah.

20 gig 1OV aidve °10% aidvos (T 271Y) — The Davidic kingdom of the nation of Israel will last for a specified
length of time, i.e., for as long as God wants it to exist on the present earth, especially when God fulfills His promise to
Abraham to make his physical descendants the “great nation” of the world. This will be during the millennial kingdom
of Revelation 20 and until God destroys the present realm to make room so to speak for a new creation, which will
contain an eternal earth. This new earth will survive into eternity and will be the eternal Kingdom of God in the new
realm that God will create after the current one.

21 e, ) paPSog Tig eVBVTINTOC PAPdoc Thic Pacireiog "sov — The staff of the Son of God symbolizes not only his
sovereignty over the Kingdom of Israel but also his concern for moral uprightness within his kingdom. This was
supposed to be the case for all the Davidic kings in OT times, but only Jesus will exercise his rule with complete and
perfect righteousness and morality.

Then, eventually Jesus will rule over only people who are morally perfect on the eternal earth of the future Kingdom of
God after the “great nation” of the Jews exists for as long as God wants it to do so.

2 fydmnoog Sikoosvvny kol Epicnoog "dvopioy St 1090 Xpioév oe O Bedg 6 Be6C GOV FAOOV BYUAMAGEDS
Topa 100G ueTéyovg cov — It was and is the Davidic king’s responsibility to lead his subjects in fundamentally being
interested in moral purity as defined by God. Because the king has fulfilled this responsibility and because of his status
as God’s proxy on earth, the psalmist addresses him with the vocative case, referring to him as God, i.e., ruling with the
authority of the transcendent Creator. He also tells him that God has anointed him with oil, which is to say that he is
God’s Messiah and Christ. In addition, this is the oil of gladness, referring to the fact that God is pleased with him as
even God says of Jesus, for example at his baptism, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Luke
3:22).

This human being as God’s Messiah clearly has a higher status than all other of his fellow Jews, because he has been
granted by God the authority to rule over not only the Kingdom of Israel, but also eventually the whole earth and the
entire creation.

This also makes the “Son” of greater status and with a greater role than any other created element, including the
temporary theophanies who never sacrificed themselves to God an died for the forgiveness of sins and who never in
and of themselves become the king of Israel and the ruler of the creation within the creation.

23 xad — At this place in his argument, Paul is continuing from the previous verses what he is saying about the God of
the king of Israel as the Creator of the cosmos and grantor of the Davidic kingdom, who Himself will survive the
destruction of the present creation. Paul quotes Psalm 102 where Yahweh, God the Father and the transcendent Creator,
is addressed in the 2™ person and is said to be eternal, while His current creation is temporary. Thus, Paul implies that
his readers, who are struggling to continue to believe in Jesus as the Messiah, can be assured that God’s plans for the
Son of God, specifically for Jesus as the final and permanent Son of God, to rule over the future restored Kingdom of
Israel and the future eternal Kingdom of God will come to fruition.
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Then, in v. 13, Paul will basically say, “Now, in light of who God is as the transcendent Creator and as I have quoted
from Psalm 102, notice that the Son, and not any of the angeloi, sits at God’s right hand to rule over the universe.” This
makes the Son superior in his role to the angeloi.
24 60 kot GpxGc, KOple, TV YRV é0epelinoag, Kol épya TV Xep@V 6ov €16V 01 0VPOIVOL —
Psalm 102:25 “Of old You founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of Your hands.
102:26 “Even they will perish, but You endure;
and all of them will wear out like a garment;
like clothing You will change them and they will be changed.
102:27 “But You are the same,
and Your years will not come to an end.
Psalm 101:26 kot &pxag o, xopie, thv vfiv é8eperincog,
Kol €pya TOV XEPDV GOV EIGLY 01 0VPOLVOL:
101:27 ool drworodvta, 6V & SLopuevelc,
KOl TOVTIEG OG IUATIOV TOAI®ONGOVTUL,
Kol Ocel TepIoAaiov GALGEELS avTOG,
Kol GAAOYGOVTOIL
101:28 6V 8¢ 6 avTOC €1, KOl T¢ TN GOV 0VK EKAELYOVOLV. )
Paul is quoting directly from the Septuagint’s translation of Psalm 102:25 (QT{QQ 17 HUJ?_N R0 7OINA D".f@‘?).
The Psalmist is declaring God to be the maker of the present reality that includes the earth and all that is “above” it in
the “heavens.” The entire created cosmos is God’s cosmos. He has brought everything created into existence and
sovereignly rules over it.

3 adTol AmoAoDVTaL, OV 88 rSlouéverg, Kol TavTeg ag momov roloiwdioovton — cf. Psalm 102:27a. This is also a
direct quote from the Septuagint. (152’ 7132 D531 'm_m atahy| 17AN" | i1137). The Psalmist and Paul are saying
that God is eternal while the creation is slated to dlsappear—for God’s purposes.

6 koL doel TePYPOLOLOV TEMEEIC 0DTOVGE, TAC I TIOV Ko GALayiGovVTOL (135?"1 m]a)y HT'Iﬂ UDHD) 6V 8¢ 0 avTOg
€l kal 10 €1 6oV ovk Ekdeiyovoty (1N’ RH '[’mJ“‘1 NIT70RY) — cf. Psalm 102:27b-28. Again, this is pretty
much a direct quote from the Septuagint. Paul’s point is that God is permanent and indestructible, unlike the creation,
which will eventually be changed by God.

Two options for what is the change that the Psalmist means — 1) This temporary creation will be destroyed and an
entirely new and eternal one created by God which will include an earth on which Jesus will rule over all believers
from all history (cf. 2 Peter 3 and Revelation 21), or 2) This age will end with another new age within this temporary
creation, where the new age will be that of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20 and much more enjoyable than the
one in which we are now living.

#1 certainly is what all believers, both Jews and Gentiles, will enjoy (and what most people think is meant here), but
within the Jewish context of this letter, it may very well be that the Psalmist and Paul are emphasizing God’s first
promise to Abraham to make his physical descendants, the nation of Israel, the “great nation” of and on this earth—
even in chapter 4 regarding God’s rest.

Therefore, the implication is that God’s plans and purposes, especially with respect to the Son, are permanent and
indestructible also. Consequently, the Son is permanent and indestructible, unlike the angeloi of Yahwelh, i.e., the
theophanies of God which were only temporary, thus implying the greater status of the Son over the angeloi as Paul has
been arguing. And in this case, anyone who has the title “God,” Jesus as the future king of the millennial kingdom
Israel (like the former Davidic kings of Israel), will also go on into eternity with the transcendent, eternal God and His
plans.

I think also that it is important to see Paul’s argument as referring to Jesus as the very human and sacrificed high priest
of the Jewish people for the sake of God’s first promise to Abraham, which none of the theophanies was ever directed
to become as the Davidic king was. Certainly, David and Solomon, for example, were very human kings, albeit sinful
in nature. But they were never assigned the responsibility to become high priests for Israel in lieu of the Levitical
priests with the animal sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant. Only Jesus takes on this responsibility as part of his role
within the Davidic Covenant and pertaining to the New Covenant.

2T mpog Tiva 8¢ TOV GyyELov eipnkév ToTe KGOOL £k SeE1DV LoV, E0C GV B TOVE £XBPOVE GOV VTOTESIOV TOV TOSDV
Gov

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet
(kaBov éx SeE1OV pov, Eng Gv BG ToVG £xOPOVG 6oV VTOTGS0V TOV TOdAV 6ov).”

Paul quotes the Septuagint of Psalm 110:1 exactly. He referred to this concept in v. 3 of chapter 1, and he will explain it
in more detail in chapters 5-10. Therefore, in light of who God is as quoted from Psalm 102, notice that the Son and not
any of the angeloi, i.e., theophanies and created elements such as wind and fire, sits at God’s right hand to rule over the
creation. This obviously makes him as an ordinary human being to be superior in his role to the angeloi (cf. chapter 2).
Indeed, this statement from Psalm 110 is central to Paul’s argument that a suffering Son of God is biblically necessary
as opposed to a superordinary Messiah who is an angelos of Yahweh. Thus, the Messiah is David’s “Lord,” the Son of
God, who is not only the king and ruler over the creation, but also the high priest according to the order of Melchizedek
(cf. Psalm 110:4).

27



May 9, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Hebrews

Nevertheless, the Messiah, i.e., Jesus of Nazareth, must offer himself and does offer himself to God through death in
order to qualify to intervene on behalf of sinners at the final judgment. As a result, it is Jesus, not any of the temporary
theophanies of Yahweh, who sits at the right hand of God so to speak, which is a position reserved for the co-ruler of
God’s property, the creation. And this is the God who sovereignly controls the existence and state of being of each
element and thing within the creation, whether it currently exists or is being destroyed to make room so to speak for the
new heavens and the new earth that will exist into eternity. Therefore, Jesus is more exalted than the angeloi of
Yahweh because they were temporary “manifestations” of God who never sit at God’s right hand, while the Son is an
eternal “manifestation” of God, indeed a “manifestation” and individual person who plays the role of the king of the
eternal Kingdom of God.

Also, God will crush all the enemies of the king of Israel and metaphorically turn them into a footstool for his feet.
Never again will the king’s enemies, and, by extrapolation, the Jews’ enemies ever achieve some kind of superiority
and ascendancy over them—as the Jewish leaders and the Romans did with respect to Jesus and as the Romans and
others have done with respect to the Jews.

28 o0y1 TAVTEG EIGIV AELTOVPYIKG TVEVLOTA EIC "Slokovioy GmocTEAASUEVE, 10 TOVG PEAAOVTOC KANPOVOUELY
cwtnpiav — The angeloi of Yahweh as theophanies of the transcendent Creator were sent to present important
messages to the present and future descendants of Abraham (“the coming ones” — tovg péllovtog), the nation of Israel,
regarding how they were to “inherit” and obtain “salvation,” which in this letter includes both promises that God makes
to Abraham of not only the earthly Kingdom of Israel under the rule of the Messiah, but also eternal life under his rule
also. Thus, the theophanies “serve” only temporarily, like wind (Aertovpywkd wvedpata) and fire (cf. 1:7), while the
Son of God, Jesus, serves and rules permanently and eternally as God’s proxy within the creation over the future
restored Kingdom of Israel and over the new, eternal earth (cf. Revelation 20 & 21).

Paul is asking, “Isn’t this all that the theophanies (and created things such as winds and fire) are?”” And the answer is,
“Yes.”

29 8518 o010 — Because the permanent and kingly/priestly Son has more clout than the angeloi of Yahweh, the
temporary theophanies of the transcendent Creator, it is all that much more important to listen to him in comparison to
what God said in the Old Testament through His theophanies—even those theophanic messengers who communicated
the Mosaic Covenant to Moses and the entire nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai, an event that obviously came with much
more immediate and dramatic fanfare than Jesus’ first appearance—except for the mulitiple angels who praising God
above the shepherds near his birth in Bethlehem. But just wait until his return and the glory that God will display when
He destroys Israel’s enemies and sets up Jesus’ kingdom on the land of Israel and over the whole world.

30 8¢l mepLoGOTEPOC TPOGEXELY MUbic TOig GikovaBeioty — Paul is referring both to himself as an apostle and
authoritative spokesman for the Messiah and to his Jewish readers, who have heard from other authoritative
spokesmen, i.c., the other apostles, the message of Jesus as the Messiah and believed it to be true. In other words, even
though Paul is an apostle, in a sense he differs from the original apostles in the midst of his having done his own study
of the OT, which he mentions in Galatians 1 & 2.

Therefore, if the Jews of the Old Testament were obligated to listen to the angeloi and theophanies of God when they
spoke, how much more important it is to listen to the final Son of God, God’s permanent and eternal proxy within the
creation and the one through whom God has spoken “in the last of these days” (cf. Hebrews 1:2).

3 uirote mapapudpev.s — The verb is possibly a nautical term, i.e., like a ship without a rudder or mooring. The
primary purpose of this letter of Hebrews is to exhort the readers to continue believing in Jesus as the very human
crucified and resurrected Messiah as their high priest and to confront them with the consequences both of perseverance
of their belief, which is eternal life, and of giving up their belief, which is eternal condemnation and destruction by
God. Obviously, Paul wants them to persevere.

It is always a mental and willful exercise for Christians to grasp both God’s sovereign predestination of those whom He
chooses to gain eternal salvation and the existential and theoretical possibility that any sinful human could abandon his
belief in God and Jesus, thereby missing out on eternal salvation. This theoretical possibility and the biblical authors’
discussing it to the point of urging their readers and listeners to struggle against giving up their belief so as to persevere
in it is part of how God has designed the created reality.

Here, we see Paul encourage his Jewish readers to listen now to the New Covenant message that has recently come
through Jesus and his apostles even more closely than they have listened in the past to the fifteen-hundred-year old
Mosaic Covenant message that came through Moses.

32 & yop 6 81 "aryyéhov AaAneeig Adyog — This is referring to the message (Aéyoc) of the Mosaic Covenant,
dramatically communicated in the midst of the various and multiple theophanies of thunder, lightening, thick cloud,
and a loud trumpet sound, i.e., the manifestation of Yahweh as the transcendent Creator using natural, created elements
that were familiar to the Israelites to emphasize the importance of what He was saying to them (cf. Exodus 19:16).
These were all angeloi of Yahweh and “ministering winds” so to speak (cf. 1:14).

Acts 7:53 you who received the Torah as ordained by angels (eig Swatayag (Sietdoocn) dyyérov), and yet did not keep
1t.

Gal. 3:19 Why the Covenant then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels
(Suatayeig (Swtdoow) 8U dyyélwv) by the agency of a mediator [Moses], until the seed would come to whom the
promise had been made.

Acts 13:48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had
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been appointed to eternal life (o1 Aoav tetayuévol (tdocm) gig Loy aidviov) believed.

2 Thessalonians 1:7, “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed
from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire (uet’ dyyéhmwv dvuvdueng adtod T *&v Tupt eroydg, = with His
angeloi of power by means of a flaming fire), 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” [When Jesus returns, God is going to create fire as His own theophany to
assist Jesus in destroying Israel’s enemies. ]

Genesis 16:7 Now the angel of Yahweh found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to
Shur. 8 He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from and where are you going?” And she said, “I am
fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.” 9 Then the angel of Yahweh said to her, “Return to your mistress, and
submit yourself to her authority.” 10 Moreover, the angel of Yahweh said to her, “I will greatly multiply your
descendants so that they will be too many to count.”

Genesis 21:17 God heard the lad crying; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is
the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.

Genesis 22:11 But the angel of Yahweh called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here
Tam.”

Genesis 22:15 Then the angel of Yahweh called to Abraham a second time from heaven,

Genesis 24:7 “Yahweh, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my birth, and
who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,” He will send His angel
before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there.

Genesis 31:11 “Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,” and I said, ‘Here I am.’

Exodus 3:2 The angel of Yahweh appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and
behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.

Exodus 14:19 The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them.

Numbers 22:31 Then Yahweh opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angle of Yahweh standing in the way with
his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground.

Judges 2:1 Now the angel of Yahweh came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and
led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you, [many
times in the book of Judges]

Judges 6:22 When Gideon saw that he was the angel of Yahweh, he said, “Alas, Adonai Yahweh! For now I have seen
the angel of Yahweh face to face.”

33 gyéveto PEPaiog kol TEOO TOPGPOCIC KoL Tapokon FAafev Evdikov mobamodosiay — God was serious about the
613 commandments that He gave the Israelites in the Mosaic Covenant. As a result, every act of disobedience by them
that we have recorded for us in the Old Testament incurred the temporal and earthly punishment, literally “just wage,”
that God stipulated in the covenant (cf. Hebrews 10:35;11:26). These responses of “deserved justice” were from both
God and the Israelites, so that Paul must be assuming that justice was carried out against violators of the Mosaic
Covenant even if the violations and punishments have not been recorded for us in the Old Testament.

His point is to say that the message that came through temporary angeloi was definitely God’s message and deserved
every Jew’s close attention in order to avoid His justice and punishment.

3 nd¢ ueic Ekeevtduedo TnAKoBTNG dueAioavies cotnpiog — Because we are talking about a salvation through the
message that God has spoken through the eternal Son, not through mere temporary angeloi and theophanies, and
regarding eternal salvation, that begins with the “great nation” of Israel and continues on the eternal earth in the final
age (cf. Hebrews 1:1-3), and not just rescue from Egypt, this is obviously a much greater salvation for the Jews. So not
only does Jesus have more clout than theophanies in the Old Testament, even those at Mt. Sinai, his message of
eternal salvation is ultimately more significant also.

However, the contrast here that Paul is drawing is between the justice of the Mosaic Covenant and the salvation of
Jesus through the New Covenant (cf. Hebrews 7 and following). If it is important to listen to a message from God
through temporary theophanies about earthly justice, how much more important is it to listen to a message from Him
through the eternal Son about eternal salvation? This is the difference between the value of and emphasis on the
Mosaic Covenant and Moses and those of the New Covenant and Jesus.

3 fitig apynv AaBodoo AareicOon S 10D Kvpiov HIO TV GkoVGEVTIOV gig Hudg éPePaddn — The message of
eternal salvation (feminine Aafodoa referring to the feminine cwtnpiog as a metonomy standing for the message) was
originally proclaimed by Jesus as the eternal Son of God and Messiah in person (cf. Hebrews 1:1-3—and in contrast to
the message existing of the Mosaic Covenant in the Old Testament but lacking the truly personal touch of an actual
human being who is speaking the message). Then, he commissioned his apostles, including Paul, who heard him
proclaim the truth about salvation and eternal life, to present the same message with the same accuracy and level of
authority (cf. John 13-17). As a result, the apostles are the only authoritative spokesmen for the message of salvation
spoken through Jesus, and they fulfilled their responsibility by proclaiming it as if Jesus himself were doing so.

36 rGUVETUOPTVPOTVTOG TOD BE0D GNUEIOG °TE KOL TEPOOIV KOl TOUKIAGLS SUVENESLY KOl TVEVUOTOC Giyion
UEPIOUOTG KT TNV "arvtod B€Ancy — God confirmed the authority and accuracy of the apostles’ message regarding
Jesus as the permanent Son of God by performing miracles through them (as he did with Jesus to confirm that he was
the Messiah) and by distributing gifts of the Holy Spirit in the midst of their teaching, e.g., the unique gift of tongues,
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also to confirm the genuineness of their message. The implied question is, “Isn’t this worth something that these
designated hearers of Jesus’ message proclaimed it with the accompaniment of God’s miraculous works to confirm the
truth of the message and the authority of the messengers?”” And the obvious answer is a resounding, “Yes!”

“according to His desire” indicates that God sovereignly conrolled all that the apostles said and did for the purpose of
revealing the truth of Jesus as the Son of God through them. Thus, similarly to how Jesus fulfilled his role as the Son of
God by becoming a propitiatory offering for sin, the apostles fulfilled their roles as authoritative spokesmen by being
involved in miraculous events in the midst of their orally conveying their message to others—such as Paul’s readers.
3700 yop dyyéhoig dmétatey T oikovuévny Thv uéAlovsav, mept fig Aaroduev — The implication of Hebrews 1 is
that the Jewish unbelievers, who are persecuting these Christians, believe that the Messiah will be a superordinary
being like the theophanies of the Old Testament. However, Paul reminds his readers that God has not said that a
theophany will rule over the Kingdom of God, starting with the millennial kingdom and that culminates in new heavens
and a new earth that lasts for eternity (cf. 1:6,8; 12:27-29; 13:14) (“the future inhabited world” of mainly the “great
nation” of Israel (in this context) and then the eternal earth). Instead, He has said that an actual descendant of David
will. This also means that a very ordinary human being (ontologically) will be God’s proxy, the Son of God and final
king of Israel—even someone like Solomon as Psalm 5 declares, because it was written by David after the events of 2
Samuel 7 when God made the Davidic Covenant with him and said that Solomon would be His “Son.” Therefore, part
of the point is that the very human Son of God is greater in his role as the ruler of the future world than the temporary
angeloi and theophanies of God.

Paul also says that it is this fufure world which his readers and he have been discussing.

38 Siepoptopato 8¢ mov Tig Aéyov — Paul now goes on to demonstrate from Psalm 8 that it is the Son and not an
angelos (or angeloi) who will rule the future created reality that includes living human beings. David wrote this psalm
after God had declared in 2 Samuel 7 that his son, Solomon, would be God’s Son and ruler over the creation, implying
that future human descendants of his would also perform this role. Maybe it made sense to David and other Jews that
the pagans believed their kings to the proxy of their chief god, because they were both part of the created reality. But
the fact of human proxies for the transcendent creator so awed and humbled David that he wrote Psalm 8§ (cf. David’s
prayer immediately following the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7:18-29).

Paul says that “someone has solemnly declared (diepaptipato),” meaning that David was very serious when he
testified to what God had done by making the Davidic Covenant with him and by declaring that his son would be God’s
Son and proxy on the earth. Remarkable stuff!

This psalm is not referring to the creation mandate of Genesis 1:26-28 and the role of man in general but specifically to
the Davidic Covenant and the role of the kings of Israel who rule over the creation. This is clear also by virtue of the
fact that Paul is not discussing the present world but “the future inhabited world” of the eternal Kingdom of God (v. 5),
starting with the “great nation” of Israel on the land of Israel when Jesus returns.

Acts 2:40 And with many other words he solemnly testified (diepaptdpato) and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be
saved from this perverse generation!”

39 r1{ gotv GvBpomog 8TL LUVHokN adTod, § Vidg vBpdTov 8Tt EmickénTy avtév — David is referring to the Son of
God, the king of Israel according to the Davidic Covenant, who is from mankind, i.e., who is simply a lowly, real
human being. Therefore, he is thinking specifically of Solomon, his son who will succeed him on the throne of Israel
and will rule over the universe with an authority that is just a little less than God’s. This is because the Davidic king as
the Son of God is God’s representative and proxy on the earth—as was the case for the kings of other nations and
empires in the ANE. According to their belief system, they ruled their chief god’s property with an authority that was
just a little less than that of the god himself. In the situation of Israel, God is the chief and only God, and the Davidic
king rules over primarily the land of Israel, and secondarily over the rest of the world and the entire universe. That is a
lot of authority and territory for a mere created human being. )

0 rdrtecag adtov Bpaxt T mop’ dyyéhovg (Septuagint also) (2WIPND LY ATIDMNI) — There are two issues in
this quote from Psalm 8:5. First is that Bpay refers either to time (NAS95, NRSV) or position (KJV, NIV). Position
makes more sense in Psalm 8 and here. God has exalted Solomon, David’s son, and David’s Messianic descendants,
who are mere men, to the position of ruling over God’s creation, i.e., a position that is a little lower than God’s own
position of authority as the transcendent Creator.

angeloi.” The word elohim can refer either to God or to gods, while angeloi can refer either to theophanies of Yahweh
or to conventional angels. It makes more sense in this psalm that the Septuagint translators are referring to theophanies
and therefore to Yahweh himself. Thus, David and Paul are both saying that the Son of God, who is from humanity, is a
little less in his position and authority than Yahweh by virtue of his ruling over Yahweh’s creation with the authority
just under that of Yahweh.

Such is the notion that is so humbling and awe inspiring to David that he feels compelled to write this psalm, a
statement of the exaltation of the very human king of Israel and anointed one, i.e., the Son of God and Messiah.

41 56EN KoL TWLT E0TEPAVOGOC aDTOV, T KO KOTEGTNGOGS DTOV €Tl T Epyo. T@V Xep®dv cov — In Hebrews 1:10,
Paul quoted Psalm 102:25-27 regarding the heavens being the “works of Your hands,” i.e., Yahweh’s creation that He
fashioned with His hands so to speak. Here, in the midst of chapter 2, Paul is arguing that Jesus, the final Son of God,
was and is an authentic flesh and blood human being (born of a woman and died on the cross, i.e., just as mortal (but
not sinful) as any other human being and especially as the physical descendants of Abraham, who will receive God’s
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promise of being the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3).

Then, by quoting Psalm 8:4-6, Paul shows, as David himself stated, that the Son of God has been “appointed over the
works of Your hands,” i.e., to rule over the entire creation that Yahweh has made, which will include the land of Israel,
the whole earth, and the whole universe.

Thus, God has crowned Solomon and David’s descendants with the glory of ruling over the entire creation, including
the works of God’s hands that will be the future realm of the eternal Kingdom of God, the restored Kingdom of Israel
just after Jesus returns and then the eternal earth of the new creation afterwards. This is great “glory and honor” for a
human being since it is authority that is just a little less than that of the transcendent creator.

And this level of authority and long period of time, eternity, is obviously much more than God grants to any angeloi or
theophany who appears within the created reality, such as the burning bush of Exodus 3.

2 ggvra dnétatag YmoKdTe 1AV T0ddY adtod — cf. Othmar Keel’s The Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient
Near Eastern Iconography and the Book of Psalms (1997), pages 254 & 255, where images of Egyptian art depict the
Pharaoh’s sitting on the lap of the chief god Ra with his enemies under his feet and therefore in subjection to him. God
“borrows” this ANE imagery to describe what the final Davidic king will experience with respect to not only his
enemies but also the entire created reality.

Thus, “all things” are the entire creation, especially the land of Israel and the earth, so that their being under the feet of
the Son of God puts him in a position of ruling them without question or opposition. The whole creation will be in
subjection to him when God reveals his glory and establishes the Kingdom of God at Jesus’ return.

B gv e yop® dmotdton °[adTtd] T mAvTo 003EY Gpfikev adTd Gvumétoktov — Again, God has “subjected” all
things, the entire creation, to the authority and ruling of the Son of God, who is the Son of Man and king of Israel, even
Solomon, of Psalm 8. As a result, Paul is emphasizing the fact that, in Psalm 8, David is stating unequivocally that the
very human (and sinful!) Solomon, the Son of Man and therefore the Son of God, along with all his royal descendants
and especially the final Son of God, Jesus (who is morally perfect), in contrast to the angeloi, have been appointed to
rule over the whole of God’s creation with the same level of authority as God Himself—but just a little under that of
the transcendent creator.

Plus, the angeloi existed temporarily to present important information to the Israelites that pointed to Jesus while Jesus
exists eternally to present information of salvation about himself for sinful Jews and Gentiles and to rule forever over
God’s Kingdom. Thus, David is humbled and awed by such generosity and graciousness by God. Again, this is the
point. Angeloi serve only by conveying messages and leading the Israelites, e.g., the cloud by day and the pillar of fire
by night. The Son of God, especially the final Son, Jesus, rules over the cosmos and provides eternal salvation to
sinners. Clearly, he is greater in his role than the angeloi. Thus, he will rule over even the future millennial kingdom of
Revelation 20 that will culminate in the eternal new heavens and new earth of Revelation 21-22, which is all truly
important to all believers, especially to Jewish ones.

And there is “not one thing that is not subject to” the Son of God, which will obviously become clear when Jesus
finally returns and establishes the first stage of the Kingdom of God, the “great nation” of Israel and of Jews who will
all be believers.

4 Nov 8¢ obmo dpduey odTd Té TEvia vrotetorypévo — Someone, maybe even of his readers who is being
persecuted by unbelieving Jews, may want to object and say to Paul, “How can this be true when nothing in the present
realm (other than the presence of believers in Jesus, who are constantly being persecuted somewhere in the world!)
indicates that Jesus rules over the entire creation?”

And Paul admits this to be the case. The world appears to be far from being “subject” to the Son of God, and this is
clear from the fact that “we do not yet see all things as being subject to him.” How many sinful human beings in the
world, i.e., most of them (!), are unwilling to subjugate themselves to God, Jesus, and the Bible? Again, most of them!
Therefore, it sure does not appear as though Jesus is ruling over any kind of magnificent kingdom right now. And this
is true. Because Jesus’ kingdom does not come into existence practicially speaking until he returns and restores the
Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel and rules over the rest of the world.

Therefore, the Davidic king, the Son of Man and Son of God, does not yet rule over the creation completely, because
Jesus has not yet returned to restore the Kingdom of Israel, and the final enemy, death, has not yet been eliminated
when God will create the new and permanent realm of the eternal Kingdom of God (cf. Hebrews 1:13;10:13).

This statement by Paul makes the most sense only with the understanding of the concept of the Son of God in the ANE,
i.e., the chief god’s proxy who rules over his property and of the concepts of the two promises of the Abrahamic
Covenant. A
4 1ov 88 Bpoayd 1L mop’ dyyéhovg RAatTouévoy PAémouey Incobv — As I stated above, the Septuagint translates D’ﬁ‘?;ﬁ
with &yyélovg in Psalm 8:5. nAattwuévov is a perfect tense participle so that Paul is referring to Jesus’ having been
given a little lower status than that of the angeloi of Yahweh, and he still is lower in status than them. But both the
Septuagint and Paul mean that the Son of Man, Jesus in this case, is lower in status than the transcendent Creator, God
Himself. Why? Because he is a mere human being and not transcendent himself. God can grant him all the authority
that He wants, but Jesus will always have authority that is a little lower than God’s and even His theophanies which
were manifestations of Him and not of Jesus.

All this to say that Jesus is the Son of God, the Davidic king, who rules over the creation with the authority of God, but
even he as the very icon and incarnation of God within the creation never becomes transcendent like Yahweh. He
remains God within the creation into eternity (cf. Hebrews 2:7) and therefore “a little lower in status™ than the
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transcendent Creator Himself, the Father. It is this Jesus, who has “sat down at the right hand of the Great One in the
heights” (cf. Hebrews 1:3) whom Paul says that we “see,” i.e., that believers have heard of, believed in, and embraced
as their Messiah (and high priest as Paul will go on to explain).

46§16 10 mABMUOL ToD BovdTov S6EN KoL TR EoTepavouévov — Solomon was crowned with “glory and honor” simply
because God designated him the Son of God according to the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7 (cf. Psalms 2 & 8;
Hebrews 2:7). Differently but similarly, Jesus has earned his “glory and honor” and has been designated the Son of
God, not only because he is David’s descendant like Solomon, but, ultimately, because he fulfilled his role by suffering
death on the cross and offering himself to God on behalf of sinners.

Therefore, unlike Solomon, Jesus is a suffering and crucified king of Israel, and Paul is expressing the main point of
this letter with this rather short statement. Jesus’ “coronation’” was not like that of Solomon who went through an actual
ceremony of making him David’s successor to the throne of Israel. His “coronation” ceremony was the cross and
resurrection. This is truly remarkable because the greatest “glory and honor”” does not come to people who die, even for
their country, but to those who rule and gain tremendous power over people and territory—such as the president or
prime minister of a country.

Thus, Jesus qualified to be not only king of the creation but also high priest of sinners, as Paul will go on to
demonstrate in chapters 3-10. No other Davidic king was assigned the role of offering himself as a sacrifice who died
in order to become everyone’s high priest. Only the final one was. And, again, this is the point of this whole letter.

In fact, Paul mentions either the word “death” (5x) or the word “suffer” (3x) a total of eight times in this chapter,
because this is a vital part of what makes Jesus unique among all the other Sons of God of Israel. It is by his death as a
propitiatory offering and sacrifice for sins that the Jews find mercy and forgiveness from God in order to become the
“great nation” of the Abrahamic promise.

It seems, too, that Paul could end his letter after chapter 2 because he has made his two main points—that Jesus is an
ordinary human being (and not a theophany who suddenly appears and then soon after disaappears) and he died as the
basis for the Jews’ (and Gentiles’) eternal salvations. But he will go on in the rest of the letter to highlight Jesus’ role as
a high priest “according to the order of Melchizedek.” In other words, he will use David’s own words and a careful
analysis of the Mosaic Covenant to prove his point.

47 88mag ydprT 0200 VREP movTOC yevontal Bavdton.\ — God’s purpose in having Jesus die was both

1) to demonstrate the eventuality of death and, therefore, eternal condemnation that all sinful human beings deserve
unless they obtain God’s mercy, and

2) so that Jesus could qualify to intervene at the final judgment as part of the work of God’s grace on behalf of those
who have genuine belief.

God initiates in people’s minds and hearts to cause them to meet the necessary condition of having a changed heart and
authentic belief in Him in order to obtain eternal forgiveness and life from Him. This God does by His “grace.” But just
as important, if not more important, is the basis for sinners’ salvation, which is the death of the Messiah. These two
elements of the creation story, Jesus’ death and God’s changing people’s hearts, are what God requires in order to
provide Jews with the fulfillment of His promise to Abraham to be the “great nation” of human history and in order to
provide Jews and Gentiles with the fulfillment of His second promise to Abraham of eternal salvation.

Therefore, the “everyone” of this verse are the sinners who take advantage of Jesus’ death and believe him to be their
advocate before God, so that they may take part in the fulfillment of His promises.

48 "Enpemev yap adtd, ST OV TO TAVTO Kol 8T 00 TG TAVTO, TOALOVE VioVE el S6Eav dyorydvra — Paul here in this
clause is referring to God the Father and not to Jesus. Thus, the capital “H” of “Him” at the beginning of the verse.
God the Father and transcendent Creator will lead many human beings to inherit both His property of the eternal
Kingdom of God and moral perfection under the rule of Jesus as the king of this kingdom. Therefore, Solomon and
Jesus are not the only “Sons of God” per se. All believers are also in the sense that they will submit to the ultimate Son,
Jesus, and help rule over God’s eternal property of the Kingdom of God, including the land of Israel and the rest of the
world during the millennial kingdom.

Paul’s use of the word “sons” (small “s”) here makes no sense if his argument is that Jesus as the Son of God is the co-
eternal 2" person of the trinity. If we as sinful and created human beings, too, are “sons of God similar to him by our
inheriting the same property that he does, then obviously Paul is arguing that Jesus is an ordinary human being like uys
with the role of God within the creation and the responsibility to rule over the cosmos as the fulfillment of the Davidic
Covenant. Yes, Jesus is God, but he is God within the creation and, therefore, ontologically an ordinary human being in
the story that God composed before He brought the creation into existence in Genesis 1 and that He is now telling and
will continue to tell into eternity.

7:26 For such a high priest—special, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and raised to greater heights than the
heavens—indeed fit the circumstances (€xpenev).

4 1ov dpymyov Ti¢ cotpiog adtdv St Taemudtov Tedeidoot — Paul started by saying that “it was appropriate”
("Erpenev) for God, while leading many sons to glory, to cause Jesus to accomplish his work by suffering death on the
cross. This is because, as he will go on to argue, that God established the concept of propitiatory offering and sacrifice
in the Mosaic Covenant. This concept then became an enduring principle for how God provides eternal mercy and
forgiveness to sinners.

Does mercy require that someone pay the penalty that a criminal deserves? Obviously not, because God instructs us as
human beings to forgive those who have sinned against us without our demanding that someone else pay their penalty.
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And Paul will go on to argue that Jesus himself does not pay our debt to justice by his death on the cross. Instead, he
qualifies to intercede on our behalf because he perfectly and lovingly obeys God and the requirement that He has
placed on him to suffer death.

Therefore, Paul says God causes Jesus to reach his goal (tedei@ocai) of leading sinners to eternal salvation through the
sufferings he endured in the midst of his trials before the Jewish and Roman officials and in the midst of his execution
on the cross. Because other believers are sinners who deserve to suffer death according to God’s justice, Paul indicates
that it was appropriate that the human being, who has become the basis for their acquiring mercy and eternal life,
experience death likewise on the cross—and in accord with the principle of propitiatory offering in the Mosaic
Covenant.

Consequently, Jesus leads the way to God’s mercy and the eternal Kingdom of God by obeying Him perfectly to such
an extent that he was willing to die on the cross for sinners and thereby qualify to intervene for them at the final
judgment. No other Davidic king was assigned this particular responsbility. Thus, Paul can say that “it was appropriate”
("Empenev) for God to make the very instrument of human beings’ receiving His mercy to be a human being just like
them. Except Jesus is morally perfect and the icon of God within the creation. He is an ordinary human being
ontologically while also being God within the story of creation.

Paul uses a form of téhog in 19 verses of Hebrews. This is a key idea in this letter, where he is exhorting his Jewish
readers who are wavering in their belief to persevere in their belief in order to reach their goal, because this is what
both Jesus and past believers in Old Testament times did with their unfailing belief. And the goal is the “great nation”
and the blessing of eternal life of the Abrahamic Covenant as described by God in Genesis 12:1-3.

308 1 youp Gyrdiov kol ol dytafdpevor £€ évog Tdvtec — Jesus actively sets people apart for God’s mercy and
salvation when he intervenes at the final judgment and appeals to the Father for mercy on their behalf—because he was
willing to obey God perfectly by permitting himself to be executed by crucifixion. In addition, Jesus and these people
are all from one source and one kind of process of God’s bringing people into existence and leading them in life
through moments of suffering in order to reach the eternal Kingdom of God. Both Jesus and his followers who obtain
eternal life come into existence from God’s creating and manipulating the stuff of this creation, the organic material
that starts out as zygotes in women’s uteri and results in ordinary, mortal human beings (cf. Psalm 22:9,10).

This was just as true for Jesus, the leader of our salvation as it is for us. Rather than his being a superordinary being, an
angelos of Yahweh, who did not have a physical origin like all other human beings (except, of course, Adam and Eve,
but they are unique for the sake of how God wanted to bring about the initial creation), Jesus ontologically was an
ordinary human being (cf. 2:14ff). He was created as a zygote in Mary’s womb and then born of her, lived as an
ordinary human being, and died on the cross to qualify to rule the creation as God incarnate and the Son of God in the
eternal Kingdom of God. Then it was also true for Jesus as it is for us his followers that he suffered before obtaining his
eternal destiny. His suffering was specifically through death on the cross while our suffering is through our sinfulness
and its effects in this world that extend all the way from our personal, internal guilt to outward, physical harm towards
and from other people or from disease. These effects include also mental and emotional ill-health and culminate in a
“slavery to a fear of death” (cf. 2:15).

But true mental health is to assess reality accurately, even in the midst of our pain and suffering.

SUSU fiv aitiov ok émaicyvveton Gdedpovg avtode "kaeiv — Even though Jesus is the ruler of the cosmos and
morally perfect in contrast to the sinful human beings whom he saves, he does not feel that it is a disgrace to call other
ordinary human beings his brothers, even though they are sinners, because they and he have all been born of women
and trust God for His promises of the eternal Kingdom of God, while experiencing similar suffering in this world by
means of rejection from sinners that allows them to commiserate with one another.

Jesus suffered because of sinful people’s rejection of God and the truth of his being the Messiah, while his followers
suffer the same kind of rejection because of their association with Jesus.

2 Aéyov amoyyel® 1O 3voud cov Toig Gidedpoic pov — In Psalm 22, David, the first Son of God, laments his
condition of suffering and, yet, by referring to the fact that the forefathers of the Jews had trusted (7222) (Septuagint —
éatilo) God and by making this statement that Paul quotes, he affirms his trust and hope in God and His promises to
the nation of Israel and to the Gentiles.

In addition, even though David as the Son of God Messiah (anointed one) is the king and ruler of the entire cosmos
(since he is included by God in the group who are each called a Son of God — cf. Psalm 89), he has no problem
considering himself humbly equal to his fellow Jews who are his subjects, because they have the same ontological
origin and trust in God to fulfill His promises of the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants. They are all created beings,
born of women, and who have a mortal, human nature (cf. Ps. 22:9). In addition, they have the same kind of belief as
David. Thus, they are not only David’s subjects but also his “brothers” as fellow-heirs of the grace of God and His
promises.

Certainly, David knows that his role and status as king and ruler of God’s property are His doing, not his own. The
same is true of Jesus in the midst of his suffering death on the cross. The suffering in no way detracts either from his
origin as having been born of a woman resulting in his being a mortal, organic human being or from his role as the
eternal Davidic king, icon of God, and Son of God. Despite his status as Messiah, Jesus, like David, is willing to call
his fellow human beings, who are ontologically the same, his “brothers,” who are in fact sinners unlike him, but who
like him are trusting God for His promises.

This is why Paul can use statements by David and apply them to Jesus. Each of them is a Son of God and a fellow
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countryman with the rest of the Jews, especially with all other believing Jews who will inherit the Kingdom of God and
restored Kingdom of Israel with them. ‘

3 ¢v néow éxxncicg vuvicwo oe — The phrase in the Hebrew text for év péow éxxkAnoiog is %jpf 71N2. The Greek
word ekklaysia is typically translated “church” in other verses in the New Testament. It merely means assembly or
gathering so that, in Psalm 22, it is the assembly of God’s people, specifically believing Jews within the nation of Israel
whom David calls his brothers, because they, like him, are trusting God for His promises. Thus, in Psalm 22, David, the
Messiah and Son of God of his day (by extension of the Davidic Covenant — cf. Psalm 89), is suffering oppression from
his enemies. Yet, he trusts God on the basis of the Davidic Covenant that he will not be killed and made to abandon his
responsibility of ruling over Israel and the entire cosmos. Thus, he informs God that he will proclaim His greatness and
faithfulness to those who are of the same ontological origin as he and who also are believers in God like him.

An angelos of Yahwel, i.e., a temporary theophany of Yahweh (e.g., the man at the entrance to Abraham’s tent, the
burning bush, the cloud and pillar of fire in the desert leading the Israelites, etc.), would not be able to call other human
beings his “brothers.” In contrast, the Son of God, whether David or any of his royal descendants, including Jesus, must
be ontologically different from an angelos of Yahweh and ontologically the same as all other human beings. Yes, both
angeloi of Yahweh and Jesus are creations within the creation, but only Jesus was born of a woman and considered a
mortal human being, which he demonstrated by dying on the cross and suffering in a similar manner to that of other
human beings, i.e., sinners who require his priestly function for them to acquire God’s forgiveness, mercy, and eternal
life.

3 ko TdAw €Yo Eoopon memofag én ot (Is. 8:17 — kot memo0hg Ecopat En 0HTH (i‘?"ﬂ’im)) — Here is another
situation in the OT that is similar to that of Jesus. But instead of Paul’s likening Jesus to another Son of God, a king of
Israel, such as David, he likens him to a prophet, in this case Isaiah. And instead of the relationship being that of the
king and his subjects who are fellow believing Jews, it is that of the prophet and his children who are fellow believing
Jews—all heirs of the Kingdom of God under the rule of the final Son of God and Messiah. Paul’s point again (!) is that
Jesus is not a superordinary angelos of Yahweh, a temporary theophany, but he is an [permanent] ordinary human
being like those to whom he is related as believers, whether as a king to his subjects (like David and his fellow Jews) or
as a prophet to his children (like Isaiah and his physical children).

Believe it or not, Isaiah as a prophet is a Messiah (cf. 1 Kings 19:16 below) like David, who is a king. In addition,
Isaiah trusted God to fulfill His promises of preserving the Davidic Kingdom in the midst of oppression from Judah’s
enemies. The nation of Aram and the northern Kingdom of Israel, in alliance with one another, were amassing their
troops on the northern border of Judah in order to invade the southern kingdom and replace King Ahaz, a Davidic king.
Rather than being afraid like Ahaz, who wanted to make an alliance with the Assyrians and solicit their help in
defending Judah from Aram and Israel, Isaiah declares that he is trusting Yahweh for the Davidic Covenant. Thus,
Isaiah was a true Messiah (Anointed One with a special role within Israel), prophet, and spokesman of God. As a result,
Paul quotes Isaiah 8:17-18 as properly representative of Jesus’ attitude toward God, especially since Jesus is considered
the greatest prophet of God. This, too, was like David’s attitude toward God (cf. Hebrews 1:1,2).

1 Kings 19:16, “and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint (ﬂlt;f?;m) (xpioeig) king over Israel. And Elisha the son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint (ﬂﬁpm) (xpioeig) as prophet in your place.” This last verse is the only one
in the OT where a prophet is mentioned as being anointed. But it points out that prophets were just as much
“Anointed Ones” as kings. They were Messiahs also.

The bottom line is that Paul is showing that all truthful statements by prophets, priests, and kings can be appropriately
related to and applied to Jesus as the final Messiah—prophet, priest, and king. Whatever these other Messiahs would
say and did say, Jesus would say likewise. In accordance with this, Jesus says the same thing as Isaiah, “I [as an
ordinary human being] shall trust in Him,” i.e., in God.

Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my d1sc1ples 8:17 And I will wait for Yahweh who is hiding His
face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him (1 777 0MRY) (ko memoBog Eoopon €’ adtd). 8:18
Behold, I and the children whom Yahweh has given me (77777 ’5 103 WWN D"ﬁ 11 23R T3 (1800 éye kad To
nondio & pot édwkev 6 Beog) are for signs and wonders in Israel from Yahweh of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.
8:19 When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter,” should not a people
consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living? ) )

55 kot méd i8ob éyod kot Té moudio & pot E3wkev 6 Bedg (Septuagint — same in Is. 8:18 (7M1 "77103 W 217N
*23N 13)) — The same was true of Isaiah’s children, ordinary human beings who were born of his human wife (cf. Is.
8:3), that they followed their father, a prophet and Messiah, in trusting God for the promise of the Davidic Covenant.
This is to say that they were a true Messiah’s true children. Hence, any “children” of Jesus, i.e., those who follow him
in his belief in Yahweh as “sons of God” themselves, are including themselves in the promises of God and trusting Him
for His promises.

Also, by quoting this verse in Isaiah, Paul is emphasizing the humanness of the Messiahs of the OT such as David and
Isaiah. By extrapolation, he again is emphasizing the humanness of Jesus. David was an ordinary human being. His
fellow Jews were ordinary human beings. Isaiah was an ordinary human being. And his children were also. Jesus is an
ordinary human being (and not a theophany with a temporary role), like those who believe in him for the sake of their
eternal salvation as sinful Jews (and, by extrapolation, sinful Gentiles).

34



May 9, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Hebrews

36 Emel ovv 1o mondior — Paul is referring immediately to the physical children of Isaiah, who, he has argued, were the
children of a “Messiah,” and who were certainly genuine human beings. Thus, Jesus, the final Messiah, in order to
rescue Isaiah’s children from God’s wrath and eternal condemnation, was required to be like them in their ordinary
humanness. As a result, he can stand with them at the judgment, intercede for them as their high priest, and appeal to
God for mercy on their behalf.

The upshot of all this is that Jesus is an ordinary human being like David, David’s contemporary Jews who were
authentic believers, Isaiah, and Isaiah’s believing children, all who trusted God for His promises first of the “great
nation” of Israel and second of the eternal Kingdom of God according to the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants.

Jesus is not a superordinary angelos of Yahweh. He is the very human and final king of Israel.

37 kexowvdvnkev aipotog ko capkdc — Certainly Paul could mean “flesh and blood” by this phrase “blood and flesh”
as we normally do, i.e., regular human physicality, but it makes sense in this context to see him referring to both
normal, human birth from a woman and to mortal, physical human nature which results from a human birth. Therefore,
Paul is arguing that it was entirely appropriate that Jesus, the Messiah, be an ordinary human being who was born of a
human mother, then suffered and died (as our leader and high priest who offered himself to God). Consequently, he
was not an extraordinary human being, like some of the angeloi of Yahweh, who were not born of a woman, did not
suffer, and especially did not experience death (cf. Genesis 18-19 where Yahweh was one of the three men who
appeared to Abraham, and Exodus 3 where Yahweh was the burning bush. These theophanies suddenly came into
existence as creations within the creation and then went out of existence. They were not born of a woman, lived an
existential life on the earth, and then died like normal human beings.)

38 ko odTOg TOPATANGING LeTéoKEV TOV adT@V T — In contrast to the angeloi of Yahweh, who could not be
considered as actually “sharing in blood and flesh,” i.e., in human birth and mortal, physical nature, so that they were
not susceptible to dying or destined to die in their role of manifesting God, Jesus, not only as an ordinary human being
born of a woman, but also as the literal embodiment of God, could legitimately call other human beings, that is to say
authentic believers, both Jews and Gentiles, his brothers.

These two things, Jesus’ ordinary humanness and his death, were probably the key elements about Jesus that were
causing the Jewish persecutors of Paul’s Jewish readers to reject him as the Messiah. It is much more attractive if the
Messiah is a conquering superordinary super-hero as opposed to a rather plain and simple crucified carpenter and stone
mason.

39 {va, §10 10D BovETOV KOTaPYHOT TOV TO KpATOg £X0via 10D 8avaTov, To0T §6TIv 1OV SidBorov — Cf. Psalm
109:4,6 — “In return for my love they act as my accusers (’J.Mf:_“f;’.) (évd1éBalrdv ue); but I am in prayer... Appoint a
wicked man over him [them], and let an accuser (I@‘?”) (ko SuaBorog) stand at his [their] right hand.”

Satan, the devil (diabolos) and accuser, will also “stand with us at the judgment and accuse us before God of deserving
His eternal condemnation” so to speak, and he will be right. This gives Satan the “power of death,” i.e., eternal death,
over sinful human beings if God follows his advice and eternally condemns them. However, by being an ordinary
human being and suffering death on the cross (in accordance with the previously prescribed propitiatory sacrifices of
the Mosaic Covenant), Jesus qualified to be our advocate to counteract Satan’s accusations and appeal to God the
Father for mercy at the judgment. Thus, Jesus will prevail on behalf of true believers. This means also that it will not be
enough for us to appeal to God for mercy at the final judgment. Only Jesus’ appeal as the Son of God who died on the
cross will work (cf. John 5; 1 John 3:8, iva. Adom 16 épya 10D d1af6Aov).

The death of the Jesus as the final Son of God is key to his being the final Son of God, which, along with the idea of his
being an ordinary human being, is what Paul is arguing in this whole letter. A conquering Son of God must be first a
suffering and having died Son of God.

60 ko GmaAAGEY TovToug — Jesus’ death as an ordinary human being (since he is not an extraordinary angelos of God)
sets people free eternally from the innate fear of God’s eternal condemnation by his qualifying to appeal to the Father
for their mercy at the final judgment (cf. John 5; Romans 1,3). He advocates and helps them before God in order not to
incur His wrath, condemnation, and destruction.

1§01 AP BovdTov dud TovTog ToD LRy Evoyor foav dovAeiag — All human beings have been unavoidably
constrained throughout the entirety of their lives by slavery to the fear of death, i.e., to the fear of eternal condemnation
at the judgment. As Paul indicates in Romans 1, all human beings know deep down inside that they deserve God’s
condemnation, and they are enslaved to being afraid of the eternal repercussions of incurring His wrath. And it is
because of their sinfulness, which also prevents them from humbling themselves, repenting of their sin, and believing
God for His eternal mercy through Jesus.

Every human being, regardless of when and where he has lived in human history, knows that he is morally accountable
and condemned by God because of his rebellion against Him. Thus, every human being not only knows that he
deserves God’s condemnation at the final judgment, but he is also terrified of the judgment and is in despair (cf.
Romans 1:32), regardless of how little he may display his fear and despair outwardly to himself and others—and how
little he consciously admits to himself internally. Nevertheless, people’s sinfulness constrains them in their fear from
escaping eternal condemnation apart from God’s grace, so that they remain enslaved to both their sin and their “fear of
death.”

This fear of God’s condemnation and inextricably being tied to it apart from God’s grace leads people to place all their
hope for happiness and fulfillment in this life and the things they can acquire along with the experiences they can have
(cf. Matthew 6:25-34, Philippians 4:4-9). They therefore become more afraid of physical death and not getting the most
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out of the available physical resourses and personal experieces of this life than they are of God and His eternal
condemnation. And they harshly criticize and try to force into compliance anyone who does not agree with their view
and decisions to maximize their earthly security and lives, even if they reduce others’ freedom to choose how they want
to handle the risks of life.

Cf. Soren Kierkegaard’s The Sickness Unto Death where he argues that every human being is in despair and fear at the
prospect of God’s condemnation, regardless of how happy people may appear. I have also written a commentary of the
same title on Kierkegaard’s book that can be found on the biblicalphilosophers.com website.

This is also why it is important to grant people the freedom to work out their own personal and individual theology and
philosophy within certain necessary moral boundaries, so that they can choose for themselves how they are going to
face God’s judgment in the end. This includes religious freedom, economic freedom, and social freedom without taking
other people’s lives, property, reputation, and committed relationships, i.e., without murdering them, stealing from
them, lying about them, and manipulating their spouses away from them.

92 00 yop dMmov Gyyélov émhapBdveton GALL omépuatoc APpad émhaupdveton — There is the principle of like for
like. An angelos of Yahweh would provide help for the angeloi of Yahweh. A created human being would provide help
for other created human beings. Besides the fact that an angelos of Yahweh would or even could not die, Jesus’ death
would be meaningless for us ordinary human beings if he were an angelos of Yahweh. If Jesus were an angelos, then
he would provide help to other angeloi. But since he is an ordinary human being, he helps other ordinary human
beings.

By virtue of this principle of like for like, his death as an angelos would be for other angeloi who do not require a high
priest before God. Only sinful human beings need an advocate and helper before God for His mercy. Therefore, by
virtue of his being an ordinary human being, at the final judgment Jesus provides help to other ordinary human beings
who are of the same belief as Abraham and, therefore, the true “seed of Abraham,” i.e., Jews (and, by extrapolation,
Gentiles) who have the same kind of inwardness and belief that Abraham had (cf. Galatians 3:7, “Therefore, know that
it is who are of belief who are sons of Abraham.”). This kind of inwardness means that they believe in Jesus as the Son
of God and Messiah who suffered death on their behalf, resulting in his appealing to God the Father for eternal mercy
on their behalf.

03 §pev Beehev kaTh TEVT Toig Gded@oic opotdTval — Paul reverts to the “brothers” signification of David and his
fellow Jews in Psalm 22. God had assigned Jesus the moral responsibility of suffering death as an ordinary human
being in order to qualify to be the advocate at the final judgment for other ordinary human beings (to be like his
brothers, toig G:dedpoig opoiwdfivar), specifically Jews here in this letter. Jesus had to become like his fellow Jews in
every respect except sin and “according to all that he does” (kota mévta) as their Savior and Champion by suffering
death on the cross.

4 {va, ELeNUOV YEVITOL KO TIGTOG GPYIEPEDS T TPOG TOV BedV £ig 10 IAdoKesOaL *TAC Guaptiog’ Tod Aaod — This,
along with Jesus’ being an ordinary human being, is the main point of the whole letter (cf. chapter 8). Jesus offered
himself as a human sacrifice to God in order to qualify to be the high priest of human sinners who need his advocacy in
order to obtain God’s eternal mercy. He propitiates (changes God’s anger into His being pleased, pacifies Him) the sins
of the people in that he becomes the basis and instrument of God to turn His anger away from them, make Him pleased
wit them, and therefore not destroy them.

Not only must there have been a contingent of Jews who were claiming that the Messiah had to be some sort of
superordinary being, i.e. an angelos (theophany of Yahweh) like the man of Genesis 18 or the burning bush of Exodus
3, but they also had not adequately connected the notion of high priest with that of the Son of God, Messiah, and king
of Isracl. Who would ever think that a king would also present himself through death, especially execution by his own
people by crucifixion, as a human offering to God in order to become a priest? Therefore, these Jews believed that not
only were both Jesus’ being an ordinary human being and his suffering death on the cross good reasons for not
believing that he was the Messiah, but they also would have believed that his death had no connection to and nothing to
do with the notion of high priest in the Old Testament and with their being sinners. High priests do not offer themselves
as a propitiatory offering. They offer something else, e.g., an animal such as a bull or goat.

On the contrary, Paul is arguing that Jesus’ ordinary humanity and death are exactly what qualify him to be both Son of
God and self-offering high priest. Indeed, he was obligated not only to be an ordinary human being born of a woman,
but also to suffer death in order to qualify to be both Messiah and high priest. It was thus fitting that the final Son of
God and Messiah be an ordinary human being like David, Solomon, Isaiah, et al. (while also being both God in the
flesh and morally perfect in the stor which God is telling), in order to be able to offer himself as a legitimate
propitiatory sacrifice to God. Thereby, he qualified to intervene as a high priest at the final judgment for his fellow
Jewish (and, by extrapolation, Gentile) human “brothers,” who are sinners (cf. Hebrews 7:25), so that he could obtain
for them salvation from God’s wrath and eternal condemnation and death. In other words, by dying on the cross and
appealing to God for mercy at the judgment, Jesus was fit to “make propitiation for the sins of the people” (eig t0
1AdoKkesOoL “TOG GUOPTING' T0D AooD).

Later, in chapters 7 & 8, Paul will argue that changing priests also requires changing covenants, and thus Jesus is a high
priest under the New Covenant in contrast to the Levitical priests under the Mosaic Covenant.

Exodus 34:6 Then Yahweh passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “Yahweh, Yahweh God, compassionate and
gracious (]73777) (Aenpov), slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.”

Jesus himself as an offering to God is also gracious and forgiving towards those who do not deserve his sacrifice as the
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basis and means to their acquiring God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Plus, he was “faithful” to his role and task to present himself through death to God as a propitiatory offering and
sacrifice. He did not shirk or avoid his responsibility as the Messiah whose goal was to be crucified in order to become
people’s advocate. And he was not just any priest. He was the only and ultimate “high priest” for sinful Jews.

Cf. Exodus 28:41, “You shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you shall anoint them and
ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve Me as priests (’? 13021 ng& }JW'_IPT oaroR QN%DT

DI:TN I;TIC;??TN) (ko ypicelg adToVG Kol EUTANGELS QVTAV TAG XEPUG KUl GYIGGELG AVTOVGS, Tvol lepatevwoiv pot).”
Cf. Exodus 29:7, “Then you shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him (ﬁﬁ& gjﬂ@'@?
ﬁ@&7_5¥ P3N ﬂij:f?;DT] ]DJW_NN ‘DHP_,?W) (xal AMjuymn 10D €laiov oD YplopaTog Kol Emtyeeic ovTo €ml Thv
KEQOATV 00100 Kol ypicelg avtov) (émxéw is used only once in NT in Luke 10:34 when the good Samaritan pours oil
and wine on the victim’s wounds).”

Cf. Exodus 29:21, “Then you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar and some of the anointing oil, and
sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments and on his sons and on his sons’ garments with him; so he and his garments
shall be consecrated, as well as his sons and his sons’ garments with him.”

Cf. Leviticus 21:10, “The priest who is the highest among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil has been
poured (Y H‘r?ji;fr’;ﬁﬂ WNTTOY PETTIYN) (10 Emikexvpévou Emt Thy KeQaAv 10 haiov tod xpiotod) and who
has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not uncover his head nor tear his clothes.”

As a result, Aaron was high priest in the Levitical order of priests, and he was an anointed Messiah besides. Paul is
arguing that the Jews (and the world) have been waiting for an anointed Messiah who, in line with David’s statements
in Psalm 110, is a high priest in the Melchizedekan order of priests.

Exodus 25:17 “You shall make a mercy seat (f1782) (ihactiprov) of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and
a half cubits wide.”

Leviticus 25:9 “You shall then sound a ram’s horn abroad on “the tenth day of the seventh month; on the day of
atonement (27712277 bﬁ’;) (tfi Huépa 10D iAaopod) you shall sound a horn all through your land.

Deuteronomy 21:8 ‘Forgive Your people Isracl whom You have redeemed, Yahweh, and do not place the guilt of
innocent blood in the midst of Your people Israel.” And the bloodguiltiness shall be forgiven them (277 Dﬂ‘? 12231
(ki $€1hacOnoETON QDTOIG TO OluQ).

Thus, Jesus became a place where God changes His mind about sinners, so that instead of being angry with them and
destroying them, He forgives them, is pleased with them, and grants them life—all that they do not deserve and cannot
deserve on their own. He is the basis of God’s mercy and forgiveness towards sinners.

95 gv @ yop mémovey adTOC TEWPAGOElC, dUvartan Toic Tepalouévolg Pondficon — This verse could be more fully
translated, “For, having himself been tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are tested by what they
suffer.” Paul’s readers are truly being tested in their faith. Their fellow Jews who are unbelievers and terribly annoyed
by their faith in Jesus as the Messiah have imprisoned them and taken their property from them (cf. Hebrews 10:32-35).
Jesus, by fulfilling his obligation to the Father through suffering death on the cross, will help his fellow human beings,
who by virtue of their sinful condition deserve God’s eternal condemnation. Instead, at the final judgment Jesus will
intercede for them and appeal to God for mercy after their faith has been tested and proven to be genuine like his in the
present realm (cf. Hebrews 4:15,16).

Thus, it was appropriate that he go through normal human testing of his belief in God the Father just as Paul’s readers
are going through it. Indeed, Paul’s primary purpose in this letter is to exhort his readers to persevere in their belief in
Jesus as the Messiah and as their fellow sufferer of the exigencies of life in the present realm in the midst of a world
hostile to the truth. In addition, certainly no angelos of Yahweh could have his faith tested because each one was
simply a temporary manifestation of Yahweh with the main purpose of communicating information and ideas to sinful
human beings. They did not suffer the hostility of the sinners who sought to destroy them and indeed did kill them—the
way Jesus suffered and was killed.

It is natural for us to want Paul to be saying here that the “help” which Jesus provides is strength to persevere through
the trials of life that test or faith. But this mention of his “help” is right after Paul’s saying that Jesus makes propitiation
for sinners through his death. Therefore, the help which Jesus provides is not direct involvement in the sustaining of
believer’s faith. This is the transcendent Creator’s responsibility as He remains faithful and loyal to those whom He has
chosen to obtain eternal life. Jesus’ help will come later at the first resurrection when he acts as all believers’ advocate
before God. By his death and the ordeal he went through to get there that certainly tested his own belief in God the
Father, he has qualified to “help” Jewish (and, by extrapolation, Gentile) sinners before God as their intermediary who
appeals to God for mercy on their behalf. Thus, those whose faith is tested in the midst of hostile opposition to God and
the biblical truth as his chosen people of genuine belief will receive his help at the final judgment so as to enter into the
Kingdom of God—the “great nation” of Israel and eternal life afterwards.

% “0pev ai5elpot &ytot — While Paul could have finished his letter at the end of chapter 2, having claimed that Jesus is
both the Son of God who is greater than the theophanies and an ordinary human being who died to free Abraham’s
descendants from death, he now goes on to exhort his readers and to teach them in more detail about Jesus as the
Messiah who suffered death.

In line with the previous discussion of David’s and Jesus’ calling other ordinary (and yet sinful) human beings
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“brothers” as in Psalm 22, Paul now addresses his Christian readers as “brothers.” They are set apart (éyiot) because
Paul believes that they have been inwardly changed by God to be authentic believers and genuine followers of Jesus as
the Messiah.

Nevertheless, as in all his letters, Paul leaves room for the possibility that God has not changed the hearts of some of
his readers, so that these have entered into the group of Jewish Christians to whom he is writing, but not for the same
reason. They have found something attractive about the message of Jesus as the Messiah and his followers to join them.
But maybe they will not persevere in their belief and in their being willing to associate with those who have been and
continue to be persecuted for their faith. Only time and the final judgment will tell.

7 kAjoemg émovpaviov pétoyor — If Paul’s readers are genuinely changed in their inwardness, then they are
participants in an irreversible process whereby the transcendent Creator from heaven so to speak has caused them to
respond with authentic belief to the message that Jesus is the Messiah.

God has “called” them, so that they participate, are partakers (uétoyot), of His calling them (kArfjcewg) that includes His
working in their inwardness and hearts. In other words, this “calling” is not a passive one, but an active one on God’s
part. Plus, His calling is a “heavenly” (¢rovpaviov) one, meaning that it comes from outside the created reality and
certainly not from anything here on earth. It is performed by the author of this story in the creation.

Paul uses érovpdviog six times in Hebrews. For example,

Hebrews 6:4 For it is impossible to renew again to repentance those who were once enlightened, such that they have
tasted of the gift of heaven (tfig dwpedg tfig émovpaviov), have become partners with the Holy Spirit,

8 xatovoroate TOV AnésTolOV Kol Gpylepéal Tig Oporoyiog Nudv Incodv — The point of this letter by Paul is to
encourage his readers to focus on Jesus as the Messiah on the basis of his credentials. He is the “apostle” (from
anootélhe = I send) of their declaring themselves to be believers in him, which refers to Jesus’ having been sent by
God to proclaim His message of Jesus’ messiahship (cf. Hebrews 1:1-4). He is the predicted and final Son of God, who
provides eternal forgiveness from God through his death and who rules eternally over God’s people, both Jews and
Gentiles, through his resurrection, ascension, and return.

Paul’s secondary purpose in this letter, and that which he spends the most time explaining, is to argue that Jesus is the
Messiah by virtue of his ordinary human nature and his death, which was his propitiatory and atoning offering for sin
as the Jews’ (and our) high priest, so that he qualifies to intervene for the nation of Israel (and all other peoples of the
world) and to appeal for mercy before God at the final judgment. This means that all authentic believers in God have a
common acknowledgement and agreement (“‘confession”) with God the Father that Jesus is the Messiah.

Paul wants his readers to “think carefully” (katavoricate) about Jesus as to exactly who he is and what he has done,
continues to do, and will do as the basis of their salvation (cf. Hebrews 1:14 & 2:2), because, by doing so, they will
ensure their salvations from God’s judgment and condemnation.

% 1670V dvta 1@ Tonjcavtt adtov — Paul had said in 2:17 that Jesus was a “faithful high priest” by offering himself
as a propitiatory and anger-eliminating sacrifice to God. Here, he says the same, that Jesus faithfully performed the task
which God had given him to die for his “brothers” who as sinners need him to intercede for them and appeal to God for
mercy and forgiveness.

Just as all human beings are “made,” i.e., created, by God, Jesus was too, to be the most important character and thing
within God’s eternal story, with the express purpose of his being not only the incarnation of God, i.e., God in the story
of creation, but also the Jewish King/Messiah who suffered death in order to qualify for his role and responsibility of
being sinners’ advocate at the final judgment, so that then he could move on to be the king of the eternal Kingdom of
God, first on this earth during the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20 and then on the new and eternal earth as
described in Revelation 21. Jesus was faithful to God the Father who created and made him for this specific role within
the created reality.

Thus, Jesus was “faithful” (riotov) to God as the one who made him to carry out the role that He had assigned him—to
live, to proclaim God’s truth as laid out in the OT, and finally to die on the cross in order to qualify to be the
interceding Messiah for believing Jews and Gentiles.

Other English Bibles and translations use the word “appointed” for roicavtt = made, but I do not think that Paul has
any problem with describing the very human Jesus as one who was made by God, since he understands that He is the
potter and all of us as persons within the creation are clay pots, including Jesus. Traditional Christianity has tried to say
otherwise, but it just does not appear to be what the Bible is saying.

70 ¢ kol Mabotig év °[6Am] 16 oike adtod — So just as Jesus was “faithful” to the One who “made” him, so was
Moses, the one through whom God communicated the Mosaic Covenant. However, Paul cannot be saying that Moses
was morally perfect and God incarnate like Jesus. Nevertheless, he did carry out his role in a very substantial way
within the community of the nation of Israel.

The word oixog can mean either the actual building, the house where a family leaves, or the household, the people who
are members of one family who live within that building. In the Roman Empire and probably other ANE cultures, the
servants and slaves were considered true family members under the care of the owner of the house.

In the OT, the household of God was the people of Israel, which comprised both Jews of authentic belief and Jews of
unbelief. In other words, this “household” does not involve people who are ALL associated with Jesus as the Messiah,
since some of them lack genuine belief. This is what Paul means here in v. 2, while he will change the meaning to
authentic believers only in v. 6.

Numbers 12:7, “Not so, with My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My household (Septuagint — ovy ovtwg 0
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Bepdmov pov Movsiic év 6 e 16 oike pov Totég éotiv) (NI JIAN] *m*;-ﬁ;;); with him [ speak mouth to mouth,

even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of Yahweh. Why then were you not afraid to speak
against My servant, against Moses?”

When Miriam and Aaron questioned whether or not God spoke through only Moses, He said, yes. In fact, God said that
He speaks to other prophets through dreams, but not so with Moses. With whom He speaks face to face. In line with
this statement in Numbers and even using some of the same language from the Septuagint, Paul is making the point that
his readers should listen to Jesus more than to Moses, whom their persecutors are insisting is God’s most important
spokesman in His household, i.e., among God’s people, the Jews (cf. Hebrews 10:21).

Certainly, Moses was the spokesmen of God during the OT times of the Exodus, and the covenant, instructions, and
commandments that God gave the nation of Israel through him will be relevant right through the millennium to the end
of the present realm and universe. But Paul is making the point that no spokesman of God is as important as Jesus, the
final Son of God. Therefore, if Moses was “faithful” to God as one sent by Him to speak to the people of Israel and
give them truth and salvific information by means of the Mosaic Covenant, then how much more is Jesus faithful and
someone to whom everyone should listen in order to learn how to obey God appropriately—in the light of the New
Covenant, Paul will say in chapers 8-10.

I mheiovog yop “00T0¢ 6ENC Toapd Moboiv REimtot, koo dcov Theiovo TV €xel T0D 0TKOV 6 KATUCKEVHCUS
avtév — Jesus as the icon of God (1:3), the Davidic ruler over God’s creation with the same authority as God (cf. 1:5,
2:5-8, etc.), and Israel’s high priest by virtue of his propitiatory sacrifice on the cross to God is more important than
both Moses and God’s “household,” i.e., His people the Jews.

Paul is making the point that his readers must follow Jesus as he is doing more than they would follow Moses as their
fellow unbelieving Jews are doing. Jesus did not come to encourage his fellow Jews to focus on Moses and the Mosaic
Covenant. He came to exhort them to focus on him and the New Covenant—as Paul will go on to explain in the details
of chapters 5-10.

The verb kataockevdoog in this context seems more to mean “provide” and not “build.” Paul is contrasting Jesus’ role
within Israel with Moses’ role in the same group. Moses definitely served a great purpose by communicating the
Mosaic Covenant to the people and even leading them through the desert. But he did not “provide” for the Jews in any
way that comes close to Jesus’ provision, which is to be the basis for God’s mercy, forgiveness, and eternal salvation.
In fact, Paul will say in the next verse that God is “the One who provides everything” for the household of the nation of
Israel. Jesus, as His proxy, provides rule, authority, and intercession for this same group of people, while Moses is
merely a servant in the household. Thus, Jesus has also provided for the “household” by offering himself to God in
order to qualify to be everyone’s propitiatory high priest and king.

In other words, Moses, the “servant,” is just a sinful member of God’s household who needs Jesus’ advocacy at the
judgment, while Jesus as a member is apostle, high priest, and Son of God, so that he is the unique provider of
salvation for the household, while he does not need salvation. Indeed, through his death (cf. chapter 2). he has provided
salvation for even the sinner Moses. No one, not even Moses, provides for the nation of Israel what Jesus as provided.
Therefore, to abandon belief in Jesus and subscribe to belief in Moses is to rebel against God, not obey Him.

72 méig yép oikog KoTaoKeEVELETOL VTS TIvog, 6 88 T mavto kataokevdoag edc — Ultimately, of course, God the
Father is the one who transcendently provides “everything,” including salvation for His people, while the Son as the
embodiment of God, provides salvation within the creation. Therefore, Jesus as the Davidic king, high priest/advocate
at the final judgment, and heir of the Father’s property is obviously a more important spokesman on behalf of God than
Moses.

With this argument Paul is intimating that his readers need to listen to what God has done by providing mercy for the
household through the ordinary human Jesus and Son of God, a concept that the readers’ persecutors misunderstand
and are unwilling to believe to their eternal destruction if they persist in their unbelief and obsession with Moses and
the Mosaic Covenant. These latter Jews are misunderstanding their Old Testaments, while Paul had to change his mind
because of Jesus’ confronting him on the road to Damascus.

7 kol Movofig pév metog &v 6o 1@ 0ike odTod d¢ Bepdmmv eig popTiplov T@d@v Aainoncopévev — cf. Numbers
12:7, “Not so, with My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My household (Septuagint — o0y oUtwg 6 Oepam@v Lov
Mvoig év 6A® T® 0TK® LoV TI6ToG €6TIV)...”

Paul borrows language from the Septuagint translation of Numbers 12:7 to indicate that Moses was not as important as
Jesus. He merely was a servant who bore witness to more important things that would be said by Jesus, the Son, as
God’s ultimate and most important prophet and spokesman in the last days (cf. Heb. 1:11f.; 2: 1ff.).

Paul will go on to teach in chapters 5-10 that Moses bore witness to Jesus and his message as the Messiah by
commanding the Israelites to bring their offerings and sacrifices of bulls and goats to God in order to refer to the future
offering and sacrifice of the Messiah when he is crucified. Again, Paul has already talked about this in chapters 1 &
2—the Son of God who is the ordinary human being who suffered death for this people and is greater in status than any
theophany.

74 Xp1o10g 8¢ (¢ vidg £mi TOV oikov adToD — Jesus is not a mere servant, like Moses, among God’s people, “His
household.” As the Messiah, high priest, and Son of God, i.e., the Davidic king who rules over the eternal Kingdom of
God and high priest who saves the Jews from God’s condemnation, Jesus “provides” for God’s people with the same
level of authority as the transcendent Creator Himself. He provides by ruling “over” (¢nt) them and by offering himself
to God in order to qualify to be the one who intercedes for people to gain mercy for them from God at the final
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judgment. Indeed, he is the very embodiment of God on earth and the basis for sinners’ salvation from God (cf.
Hebrews 1:3 and chapter 2).

Xpiotog is used 12x in Hebrews.

ot oikdg éopev NMpelg "dv[mep] Thv mappnoiov kol 10 kavynue Thg eATidog T [uéxpt Téhovg PePaicv]
kotdoympev — Ultimately, the Jews who are really God’s “household” (oikdc) are those who embrace ALL the truth
that God has proclaimed through His prophets, especially through the greatest prophet Jesus, the Son of God.
Embracing God’s truth and holding on to it until the end of one’s life and the “goal” of eternal life provides a Jew with
the confidence of receiving God’s promises of the Abrahamic Covenant, so that he can be bold and even appropriately
bragging (tnv mappnoiov kol 1o kavynuo) in his expectation and hope (t1ig éAnidog) of being granted both eternal
mercy and life at the final judgment and that will include taking part in the time when the Jews’ will be the most
powerful nation in human history under the rule of Jesus as their king. This will be the end and “goal” of God’s project
for the Jews specifically (uéxpr t1€dovg Bepaiov — in the TR).

Thus, while exhorting his readers to continue to believe in Jesus as the Messiah until God is finished with His project of
making the Jews a “great nation,” Paul is implying that the whole meaning of human existence is to be willing at the
core of one’s being to undergo any and all circumstances in the present realm, no matter how enjoyable or how
difficult, while waiting expectantly for God to fulfill His promise of mercy and life, starting with the “great nation”
time of Israel and continuing into the eternal realm, i.e., to be constant in belief, which is greatly helped by knowing
and embracing the complete and accurate truth of the Bible, especially about the Messiah, Jesus, and what God has
done with him through his created existence (“bold confidence” (rappnoio) — cf. Hebrews 4:16; 10:19,35; “hope”
(éAmic; éAmiCw) — cf. Hebrews 6:11,18,19; 7:19; 10:23; 11:1).

Here, by using the conditional “if” (éd&.v[nep]), we see Paul imply the possibility that his readers (and he included) may
not be authentic in their belief. In other words, it is always possible to imitate authentic faith without having authentic
faith. What is necessary is for any sinner to have a proper understanding of the depth of his sin and the greatness of
God’s grace through the inward work of the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, ascension, and return. This
prevents him from either ignoring God altogether or producing a religious system whose performance he believes that
he makes himself worthy of God’s mercy and blessing of eternal life.

76 A16, k000 Aéyel 1O Tvedua 1O &ylov — Paul starts this sentence with “Therefore” (A16). If Jesus is the Messiah, an
ordinary human being who is “over” God’s “household,” through whom the Jewish people acquire God’s forgiveness
and the fulfillment of His promises by his death, then the Christian Jews as the authentically believing people of God,
should listen to Psalm 95, i.e., “just as the Holy Spirit says (kabmg Aéyer 10 Tvedpo 10 Gyov).” We have here an
example of one of the “prophets” (cf. 1:1) who spoke to the OT Jews, so that Paul is affirming their being
communicators of God’s truth in preparation of God’s speaking through the “Son,” Jesus (and his apostles).

“Do not harden your hearts,”—by beginning with these words, Paul will go on to exhort his readers. His readers should
soften their hearts and persevere in their belief in Jesus as the Son of God—because he is more important to God than
Moses!

Interesting way of stating this, that the Holy Spirit, God’s activity within the creation, has spoken in Psalm 95, so that
the psalm is not merely the voice of the human author, David (the superscription in the Septuagint is aivog ®@3fig T
dowd = David’s praise song; plus, Paul mentions him as the author in Hebrews 4:7). Actually, David himself switched
from speaking from his perspective to speaking from God’s perspective (notice the change in pronouns in Psalm 95:7-9
from the third person “He/Him” to the first person “I/Me.” Here, in Hebrews 3, this is born out in verses 7-9.

In this way, we have an example via Paul’s perspective on the meaning of biblical inspiration, that human authors with
their thoughts, ideas, and intentions were ultimately speaking on behalf of God. Therefore, what they wrote was truth in
the midst of God’s superintending their thoughts and words. Certainly, it is always possible to communicate the same
ideas with different words. But, for God’s purposes, these words are the ones that He sovereignly chose, along with the
human authors’ choosing them too within their own personalities and manner of speaking and writing.

77 Gruepov €0V TS @oViic adTod dikovonte — In Psalm 95, the author (David according to the Septuagint and Hebrews
4:7) exhorts his fellow Israelites to rejoice in God and worship Him. At the end of v. 7, he says, “Today, if you (pl.)
hear His [God’s] voice.” Then, in v. 8, he goes on to say, “Do not harden your hearts...” But what specifically has God
said and spoken with His voice to which the psalmist is referring and wondering if his readers have heard it? Very
possibly, David is thinking of the six times that Moses used the word “today” in Deuteronomy as part of the way he
was exhortring the Israelites to listen carefully to what he was conveying from God and to obey what he was saying.
For example,

Deuteronomy 4:40 “So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today (21°77)
(onuepov), that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which
Yahweh your God is giving you for all time.”

We know from the next verses in Psalm 95 that God expressed “His voice” through Moses, His prophet, in the
wilderness—with both words and actions (cf. v. 9 — “My works” (t& €pya pov)). And He is now expressing “His
voice” through the author of this Psalm 95. Thus, the psalmist is asking if his readers have really “heard God’s voice,”
i.e., if they have listened to what God has said through His prophets, even the scriptures of Moses,...

I think that he is assuming that his readers have heard the voice of God, and now he is concerned about what they are
going to do with this information. Are they going to soften their hearts, believe the information, and embrace it, so that
they rejoice in God and worship Him? Or are they going to harden their hearts and reject it? Therefore, the author is
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saying, “Whatever day you read this psalm, since and if you are actuallty hearing what God is saying, even if it is just
what I am writing in this psalm, make sure you listen very carefully with your mind and heart and believe and obey
everything which God is speaking to you.”

By extrapolation, Paul has been saying that God has most recently expressed “His voice” through the Son, Jesus, and
his apostles (as He did through both words and actions like Moses), to whom the readers do well to listen and believe in
Jesus as the Messiah and not engage in inappropriate inwardness that demonstrates unbelief instead of belief.

Numbers 12:6-8 — [God] said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, Yahweh, shall make Myself
known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream. Not so, with My servant Moses. He is faithful in all My
household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of
Yahweh. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?”

In other words and also by extrapolation from the context of Numbers 12, which Paul quoted in 3:5 above, why are the
Jewish readers’ persecutors so bold in their speaking against God’s Son, Jesus, similarly to how Aaron and Miriam had
spoken against Moses after God had made it clear through His actions that Moses was His primary spokesman at the
time? Consider, for example, the miracles in Egypt and the parting of the Red Sea vs. the miracles that Jesus and his
apostles performed (cf. Hebrews 2:1-4) and, especially, Jesus’ death as a “work” and “accomplishment of God whereby
he qualified to be our high priest (cf. Hebrews 2:9-18)?

78 1M oxAnpivnte TOC KopSiog DUAY MG &V TG TOPATIKPUGU® KOTX TV NUEPAY T0D TEPAGHLOD &V TH £pTjue 00
émeipacay Tol Tatépeg vudv — Just as David in Psalm 95 referred to the Israelites’ disobedience of God in the
wilderness as they journeyed from Egypt to the promised land as a means to encourage his contemporary Jews to trust
God for His promises, Paul is doing the same with his Jewish readers.

Again, we notice that the Israelites in the desert did not listen to and obey God’s voice through Moses, while Paul’s
contemporary Jews, who are under persecution, are not listening and obeying, with all the confidence that they should,
to His voice through the Son and his apostles. As a result, they are “testing” (repdfw) God and even assuming that He
is abandoning them when He has already given them plenty of evidence (Jesus’ life with its miracles, death,
resurrection, and ascension, followed by the apostles’ own “signs and wonders/miracles”) that has shown that He is
committed to them and will provide the fulfillment of His promises to them.

Exodus 17:7, “[Moses] named the place Massah (71973) (newpaopog) and Meribah (7727772) (Ao18épnotc) because of the
quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested Yahweh (771718 201 L) (81x 1O TEWGlew kbprov), saying,
‘Is Yahweh among us, or not?’”

The Israelites’ quarrel in the desert with God was after He had rescued them from slavery in Egypt with a great
demonstration of His power and faithfulness. Thus, rejecting God’s goodness in the midst of His promises and previous
faithful actions is to test God and incur His judgment and condemnation, which means failing the test that God brings
on His people.

Exodus 16:4, “Then Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out
and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them (132N ]JZ_JIT‘) (6rwg mewpdoo avtovg), whether or not they

993

will walk in My instruction (N'“,"Dx ’Djﬁﬂ; '[‘7’1‘[) (el mopevoOVTOL T VOU® WOV 7| 0V).
7 ¢v dokipacie kol eidov T Epyo pov (the Septuagint and the Majority Text (TR) have édokipacov kol eidocay
(eidov — TR) &t &pyor pov) (’H?J; 7701 "37303 = they demanded clear evidence of Me even though they saw My
work(s)) — It makes more sense to follow the Septuagint and Majority Text with édoxipocov pe = “they demanded
clear evidence of Me,” as well as to follow the Hebrew (23) (gam) and translate the xou (kai) as “even though.”
Therefore, the author of Psalm 95 and Paul mean that, even though the Israelites had just seen God perform the ten
miracles of the plagues in Egypt, plus the miracle of parting the Red Sea, they still refused to trust Him soon afterwards
when the spies had been sent into the land of Canaan for reconnaissance purposes and before they were to enter and
conquer the land by the power and strength of God Himself!

The implied point is that Paul’s readers should not test God after “seeing” His accomplishments with and through Jesus
(and his apostles) as the earthly Son who died and then was resurrected. It is this seeing of God’s works that is included
in “hearing His voice” (cf. v. 7) and for which people are accountable, whether it was the Israelites and what they saw
in Egypt and the desert or Paul’s readers and what Paul’s contemporaries have seen in regard to Jesus through being
presented with the message and the miracles that both state clearly that he is the Messiah.

80 tecoepdrovro €tn — It also makes more sense to follow both the Hebrew text and the actual story in order to connect
these words with what comes after them, that for forty years God was angry with the Israelites after they disobeyed
Him and even refused to enter into and conquer the land of Canaan after the spies had reported back to them that giants
lived in the land. They were more afraid of human beings than of God.

Numbers 32:13, “So Yahweh’s anger burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty years,
until the entire generation of those who had done evil in the sight of Yahweh was destroyed.”

81 810 mpocdybico TH Yeved Tty Kol gimov: del mAav@dvion ‘17 kapdio — Here is the main issue, that people are
characterized by their inwardness, that is oriented either toward authentically and humbly desiring biblical goodness
and mercy from God, or toward rejecting God through some sort of man-made worldview and way of living life, even
using a religious system (Jewish, Christian, or within some other religion) in the midst of appearing to be attracted to
the biblical message like the desert Israelites.

In chapter 6, Paul will deal with this issue of coming in contact with biblical Christianity but then wandering away
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from it because of a lack of a changed heart and authentic belief.

God was literally angry with the unbelieving Israelites for forty years, because, I assume, they continued to be
unbelieving during that entire time. This means that even if there were believers in the group, these, too, died before
they could enter the land of Canaan under Joshua’s leadership. This is a case where the majority of unbelieving Israel
affects the lives and existences of the smaller group of believers—as we see happening today in Israel. For example,
Daniel and his believing friends were taken into exile by the Babylonians because of the unbelief and rebellion against
God of the majority of Jews in the southern Kingdom of Judah. Yet, God most importantly preserved their faith
through what became a test of it by God while they were living in Babylon and serving the king there.

82 avtol 88 ovk Eyvosav T 680vg pov — The Israclites intellectually knew what God had said and commanded them
to do, but they were unwilling to obey His message. Thus, their knowing lacked having a changed (circumcised) heart,
which would be accompanied by authentic belief, and therefore could be labelled as not knowing. They knew but did
not know, similar to all sinful human beings who know God’s moral instructions but are unwilling to obey them (cf.
Romans 1) and similar to some people within the communities of followers of Jesus who here the Bible but are
unwilling to obey it as God requires.

Cf. Soren Kierkegaard’s The Sickness Unto Death and the chapter entitled “The Socratic Definition of Sin.”

83 ¢ duoco, &v T OpyR Hov el eicedevoovial gig TV KOTATOVGTV OV (’DDWJ@'5§ JIN277OR) — Several passages
are important for understanding Psalm 95 and this verse which Paul quotes.

First, Deuteronomy 12:8-12, 8 “You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is
right in his own eyes; 9 for you have not as yet come to the resting place (HQWJFQD'5§) (gig v xatarovowy) and the
inheritance which Yahweh your God is giving you. 10 When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which Yahweh
your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest (DS;? min 7) from all your enemies around you so that you
live in security, 11 then it shall come about that the place in which Yahweh your God will choose for His name to
dwell, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the
contribution of your hand, and all your choice votive offerings which you will vow to Yahweh. 12 And you shall
rejoice before Yahweh your God, you and your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levite who
is within your gates, since he has no portion or inheritance with you.”

Thus, 500 years before David and Psalm 95, in Deuteronomy 12 God says that He intends to give the Israelites a
“resting place” (M1731) (xatdnavoic) where, in a particular geographical location, the land of Canaan, they will be
free from their enemies. Therefore, when He swore that the Israelites in Moses’ day would not enter His resting place,
this is at least part (if not actually primarily within the context of the Jews) of what He meant, the rest and repose from
their enemies which He would give them that eventually would culminate in Abraham’s physical descendants’ being
the “great nation” of the first promise which God gave him in Genesis 12:1-3.

Second, Numbers 13:1,2, 1 Then Yahweh spoke to Moses saying, 2 “Send out for yourself men so that they may spy
out the land of Canaan, which I am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their fathers’
tribes, every one a leader among them.”

Thus, God intended to bring the Israelites safely into the land and give it to them regardless of the apparent difficulties
of, for example, the strength and size of the people currently living on the land. Therefore, not to believe God for His
promise of giving them the land would be rebellious towards Him. It was a matter of grasping the relatively weak
nature of the giants in the land of Canaan in comparison to the strength of the transcendent God.

Third, Numbers 13:30, 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and
take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.”

Here we find that Caleb believed God for His promise that the Israelites would defeat the Canaanites regardless of how
strong they looked, so that they could live on the land instead, and he was encouraging the fearful Israelites to believe
God as he was.

Fourth, Numbers 14:5-9, 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in the presence of all the assembly of the
congregation of the sons of Israel. 6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out
the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we
passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If Yahweh is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this
land and give it to us — a land which flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against Yahweh; and do not fear
the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and Yahweh is with us;
do not fear them.”

We see that Moses, Aaron, and Joshua also believed God for His promise to bring them all safely into the land and
reacted to the people’s unbelief. They encouraged belief instead of the existing unbelief which they saw among their
fellow Israelites.

Fifth, Numbers 14:26-32, 26 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making
against Me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live,” says Yahweh, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to
you; 29 your corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered men, according to your complete number from
twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me. 30 Surely you shall not come into the land in which I
swore to settle you, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 Your children, however, whom
you said would become a prey — I will bring them in, and they will know the land which you have rejected. 32 But as
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for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness.’” )

Sixth, Deuteronomy 28:65 “Among those nations you shall find no rest (¥1710 N?) (ovk avaravoel og), and there
will be no resting place (T137) (ctdoig) for the sole of your foot; but there Yahweh will give you a trembling heart,
failing of eyes, and despair of soul.”

Thus, by “rest” and “resting place” in Numbers 13 & 14 and Deuteronomy 28, God is referring to the Israelites’ living
securely on the land of Canaan/Israel free from their enemies. It must be at least partially (if not mostly) this that God
through the psalmist, David, means by “My rest,” i.e., My resting place, in Psalm 95:11 (cf. Deuteronomy 12:10;
25:19; 28:65 (the Holocaust?) and Joshua 21:44; 23:1). ) )

Seventh, Psalm 132:13-18, 13 For Yahweh has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation (1"? ZQﬁD‘?) (gig
xotowkiov éovtd). 14 “This is My resting place forever (¥ ™ "NRTONT) (bt 1 xerdrovsic pov &ig aidva
ai®dvog); here I will dwell (:c;‘x"n'-;) (®d¢e kotokriom), for I have desired it. 15 “I will abundantly bless her provision;
I will satisfy her needy with bread. 16 “Her priests also I will clothe with salvation (¥ U:) (cwtnpiav), and her godly
ones will sing aloud for joy. 17 “There I will cause the horn of David to spring forth; I have prepared a lamp for Mine
anointed ('ﬂ’t.??:‘?) (t® xpro1® pov). 18 “His enemies I will clothe with shame (ﬂ;;f;) (aioyvvny), but upon himself
his crown shall shine.”

Here in Psalm 132, "My resting place,” i.e., God’s rest, is the place where He dwells, is worshiped by His people, the
Israelites and Jews, and provides them abundantly with all that they need to live securely and safely on the land, free
from any harm from their enemies. Therefore, the “rest” and “resting place” of all these passages is both where God
dwells and His people dwell. Plus, He is free from their unbelief, because they all have changed hearts and authentic
belief, and they are free from any harm from His and their enemies.

In addition, regarding the Israelites in the wilderness, God probably means the cessation of the hard work of
persevering in belief through the desert during the journey from Egypt to the promised land of Canaan (cf. Numbers
10:33; 14:20-24; Deuteronomy 12:9; Joshua 22:4). Therefore, Psalm 95 is an exhortation to worship Yahweh for His
greatness as the Creator and Shepherd of His people, the Israelites, and to avoid rejecting Him as the Israelites did after
He had rescued them from slavery in Egypt, which moved God to swear that they would not enter His “resting place”
of the land of Israel.

However, because the Psalm involves authentic belief in contrast to a hard heart, then there is a further ramification of
the Israelites’ unbelief, which is to miss out on the “resting place” of the Kingdom of God after resurrection from
physical death, first on the land of Israel at the return of the Messiah (cf. Revelation 20) and second in the new creation
of the eternal earth (cf. Revelation 21). In other words, the Israelites’ unbelief was not a one-time event, i.c., a single
sin, but was coming from an unchanged heart of unbelief. It is this which David has in mind as he exhorts his readers to
believe God’s promises to them, both to have a changed heart and to demonstrate authentic belief (cf. Hebrews 4:6-11).
What follows in this passage and, especially Hebrews 4:8, makes it clear that God through David in Psalm 95 is
referring to life on the land of Israel, which will be the beginning for the Jews of the Kingdom of God in the present
realm and will culminate on the eternal earth of the next realm.

Isaiah 66:1 Thus says Yahweh, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could
build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest (*[777372 Din;) (t6mog Tig KaTATOVCoENDG Pov)?”

Again, all these passages, especially Psalm 132 and Isaiah 66 make it clear that the land of Israel is God’s resting place
and His people’s resting place, so that even in 1500 B.C., God is looking towards the far distant future when He will
complete His project of making the Jews a “great nation” according to His first promise to Abraham. Indeed, this is all
that He is talking about explicitly in these passages and in the Old Testament, while implying the fulfillment of His
second promise of eternal life to Abraham and all those who imitate his changed of heart belief and obedience. If God
fulfills His first promise to the Jews, then He will also fulfill the second promise to them (and to all Gentiles who
mimic appropriately and genuinely Abraham’s faith, belief, and obedience.

84 BAémete, adeloi, pimote €T EV TIVL VPOV Kapdio, TOVNPE GTIGTIOG €V T® GmocThHvol Gmd 00D (dvTog — Paul
says here that the danger for his readers is that any one of them would have “an evil heart of unbelief” (kapdio. Tovnpa
amotiag) resulting in the person’s “withdrawing from the living God.” This would mean that the person in the
Christian community has made an effort to become a follower of Jesus as the Messiah, but their heart literally was not
into it. Why? Because the Spirit of God has not changed their heart and transformed their fundamental desire and
commitment to biblical righteousness as explained by the Bible. If they lacked a changed heart, they would be engaging
in the same inappropriate inwardness of the Israelites in the wilderness and would not have genuine belief as that which
characterizes themn. As a result, they would forfeit taking part in the restored Kingdom of Israel and the ensuing
eternal life by abandoning the message of Jesus as their Messiah and high priest who will intervene on their behalf at
the final judgment (cf. Hebrews 2:1).

Thus, Paul uses the experience of the OT Israelites and David’s exhortation and warning to his contemporary Israelites
500 years later to exhort and warn (BAérnete) his own contemporary Israelites who are considering abandoning God’s
truth in a similar manner. Even though they are thinking of focusing on Moses and the Mosaic Covenant, nevertheless,
they would actually be abandoning God if they gave up believing in God’s ultimate spokesman, Jesus of Nazareth, their
Messiah, King, and high priest. Plus, they most likely would adopt again the same perspective on doing the MC, that
outwardly obeying its commandments would suffice to make themselves worthy of God’s promises.
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85 gAML TTopokadeiTe EQVTODE KOO EKAGTNY HUEpay, Gxpig 0 1O orjuepov "kokeiton — Paul is saying that the
alternative for his “Christian” readers is that they care for each other in such a way that they recognize the inherent
danger of “sin,” that it can deceive someone into thinking that the religious system of the Jews, as they have interpreted
the Mosaic Covenant, is sufficient to gain God’s promises—as opposed to God’s grace through His Spirit’s inner work
in people’s hearts and Jesus’ death, resurrection, etc. whereby he qualified to become a high priest for all believing
sinners.

“Today,” as when David used the word in Psalm 95:7, is in the sense that Paul and his readers still live in the present
realm before God brings about the final judgment and creates first the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel and then
the new, future realm and earth of the eternal Kingdom of God. As long as God is not finished with the present realm
and has not brought about the judgment of the Jews of the first resurrection, there is time, i.e., “Today,” for Jewish
sinners to continue to respond to God’s works (€pya.) and accomplishments through Jesus and his apostles and to
believe the truth that God has spoken regarding him as the eternal Messiah.

But after Jesus’ return, this will be a moot point for the Jews, because God will cause all of them to be changed of heart
believers during the millennial kingdom. They will still encourage one another to persevere in their faith, but none of
them will be unbelievers while they live on the land of Israel under Jesus’ rule.

Nevertheless, this same kind of “Today” will also exist for Gentiles during the millennium kingdom after Jesus’ return,
because many of them will be unbelievers and could pretend to be Christians.

86 fvor U orANPLVET TTic €€ VUMV &mdn Tic duaptiog — The Israclites’ sinfulness and lack of changed hearts, in the
midst of their suffering in the desert, led them to refuse to believe that God is faithful to His promises. Paul’s readers’
own sinfulness would lead them to the same kind of conclusion—that eternal life and trusting God are not worth the
pain and suffering that is sometimes necessary to endure because of their belief in Jesus as the Messiah. Paul’s
encouragement is for them not to let sin deceive them into this false perspective. Of course, it would only if they lack
authentic belief that comes from hearts that have been changed by God.

Paul is speaking of a dangerous dynamic in sinful human beings. Sin naturally has a hardening effect on a sinner’s
heart and mind, such that it tends to make a person unwilling to believe God and to submit to His moral
commandments. Apparently, its false promise of making a person’s existence more worth living than if he pursues
biblical goodness and morality is somehow enticing enough and convincing enough that the person would naturally
choose to abandon genuinely submitting to God if it were not for the inward force of God’s Spirit and grace keeping
this from happening.

But, by definition, sin naturally leads people to believe and embrace lies and false ideas about the nature of reality.
Indeed, they cannot help but do this.

87 uétoyor yap 0% Xpiotod yeyévauev — Paul now includes himself with his readers and claims that they have all
become co-heirs with Jesus of the eternal Kingdom of God where he will be king first of the restored Kingdom of Israel
on the land of Israel (Revelation 20) and then of the eternal kingdom in a completely new realm on a new earth
(Revelation 21).

Again, this is after Paul has argued that Jesus is the Messiah as a very human being who died (and then rose from the
dead) to fulfill His role as stipulated by God the Father.

Just as it would have been appropriate to partner with Moses (or Joshua) in entering the land of Canaan, if Moses had
been permitted by God to do so, so also it is appropriate to partner with Jesus, because he is the most important leader
of the Jewish people.

88 ggvmep TV GpxMV T "OmooTdcEn LéXPL TéLove Pefaiov katdoymuey — Paul’s readers will reach the goal of
escaping from God’s condemnation and thereby gain the “great nation” of Israel and eternal life only by persevering in
belief in the message that God has communicated to them through Jesus and his apostles, which is like a title deed
showing that they will inherit salvation.

Thus, God’s message and a person’s belief in it is a reliable beginning to his journey toward taking part in God’s
fulfilling His promises to believing Israel and to believing Gentiles.

vréotoog refers to the basis of their expectation of obtaining eternal. This basis is the message that they have heard of
Jesus as the very human and having died/resurrected Messiah that acts as a kind of title-deed to their “owning” the
entirety of what they will receive, i.e., both promises to Abraham of the restored Kingdom of Israel and life on the
eternal earth.

89 &v 1® AéyecOor onuepov €0V THS POVAC 0DTOD GikovenTe, Ui GKANPOVNTE TAC Kopdicg DUBY ®G &V TG
noparikpooud — Belief in the “title deed” and good news of Jesus’ as the Messiah is “in line” with David’s statements
and exhortation in Psalm 95. Therefore, Paul refers again to the issue in this psalm, that it is incumbent on authentic
believers not to let life’s difficult, confusing, and potentially deceiving circumstances to sidetrack their belief in the
fullness of the biblical message that they have heard. Therefore, Paul is emphasizing the sheer, human effort that is
involved in any sinner’s persevering in belief after hearing God’s message of Jesus as the Messiah, which is what the
first-generation desert Israelites did not do in regard to God’s message to them through Moses. Thus, Paul uses David’s
message to the Jews of his day to exhort his readers to believe with changed hearts, so that they may avoid the negative
consequences of unbelief; i.e., missing out on God’s promises and, instead, incurring eternal condemnation and death.
90 rriveg yop GkovoOVTEC TaPETIKPOVOY: AL 00 mhvTeg ol EeABbvTec €€ Aiyvmtov S Movcéng — cf. as above
Numbers 13:1-14:45, especially 14:20-38 — This is the story of the twelve men who were sent into the land of Canaan
to spy it out for the Israelites before they entered it and wiped out its inhabitants as God had commanded them. But
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after they had heard God’s command and then hear the spies’ report, the Israelites, frightened out of their minds,
rejected God’s exhortation to enter and destroy the Canaanites, even after He had saved them from the Egyptians with
the multiple miracles through Moses, which had demonstrated His power and commitment to them.

Paul is concerned about the same kind of “sin” affecting and deceiving his readers (Hebrews 3:13). After hearing the
final message from God of the “Son,” the Messiah, after “seeing” what He has done through Jesus, including the
miracles reported by the apostles and also performed by themselves, and then initially embracing the message, they
would rebel against God and reject this message because they are frightened by experiencing pain in the midst of
persecution and suffering in the present realm (cf. Hebrews 1:1-3).

The message which they have heard and the negative example of the Israelites in the Sinai wilderness, who did not hold
on to the message that they had heard, so that they died in the wilderness and God prevented them from entering into
the promised land of Canaan (and, by extrapolation, into eternal life), should give them adequate motivation to continue
to believe, especially now that Paul has explained the ontological and biological nature of the Messiah—that he is an
ordinary human being whose purpose was to die a true, human death for the sins of the people.

ol ticwv 88 T TPocHYBIGEY TEGGEPGKOVTO £TT); 0VXL TOIC "GUOPTHOACLY, BV TG KOAC Emecev &v Tif épripe — cf. also
Numbers 14:32, “But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness (koi t¢ k®@Ao VUGV TecEITOL £V TH EPHUD
tavtn).” This verse makes it clear that the “resting place” for the Israelites was not only protection from their enemies
but also a particular geographical location, the promised land of Canaan, as a stepping stone into the eternal Kingdom
of God. Thus, God forbade them from entering into the promised land by causing them to die in the desert. In other
words, the Israelites could not experience the “resting place” of protection from their enemies merely by God’s
shielding them in the desert. They would have had to enter into the land of Canaan in order to encounter the first step
towards the “resting place” of the “great nation” of Israel to which God and David were referring in Psalm 95,
culminating eventually in the restored Kingdom of Israel on the land when Jesus returns and then the eternal Kingdom
of God on the earth of the new creation. Therefore, by their dying in the wilderness, God demonstrated that they lacked
changed hearts and authentic belief. Indeed, they were characterized by abject rebellion against God.

And it was the whole generation of adults, most of whom were refusing to believe Him for His promise of the land and
protection from their enemies, who spent the next forty years wandering the wilderness and dying, so that only the next
generation were allowed to enter into the land under the leadership of Joshua.

22 tictv 8¢ Buocev Uy eicedevoeshon gic TV KATATOVGLY 0DTOD €l uf Toi¢ "dmedfcacty — Again, the OT Israelites
rejected God’s promise to cause them to conquer the land of Canaan and to defeat the giants in it, which would have
brought them the first step of the “resting place” of God from their enemies and from working so hard to persevere in
belief in the midst of the difficulties that they encountered in the desert wilderness.

But Deuteronomy 28 and Psalm 132 indicate that this “resting place” is also God’s resting place whereby He claims the
land of Israel as the place where He dwells with His people and is worshiped by them. Instead, God was angry with this
disobedient generation of Israelites so that they died in the wilderness before their sons and daughters reached the
eastern banks of the Jordan River opposite Jericho, a little north of the Dead Sea (cf. Numbers 10:33; Deuteronomy
12:9; Joshua 21:44; 22:4; 23:1). Thus, they would miss out on all the “resting place” which God has in store for His
people that starts for the Jews in the restored Kingdom of Israel on the present earth when Jesus returns and ends with
the Kingdom of God on the eternal earth afterwards (cf. Revelation 20-22).

93 ko PAémopev 811 00K RdVVIBNGAY eiceldeiv 8t dmistiov — Thus, Paul is saying that the disobedience of the
Israelites by refusing to enter into the land and conquer the Canaanites is the same as unbelief, which we can conclude
is the same as having an unchanged heart, which we can also conclude will result in all the possible negative
consquences for these Israelites, including that they will miss out on the earthly “great nation” of Israel and the eternal
Kingdom of God.

Paul is also making a direct connection between the unbelief/disobedience of the Old Testament Israelites and that
which could possibly occur among his Jewish readers. The implication is that just as God did not permit the
unbelieving and disobedient Israelites to enter the promised land of Canaan and aionic life (after defeating the
indigenous Canaanites), neither will his readers enter into the future Kingdom of Israel and aionic life, if they abandon
their belief in Jesus as the Son of God, especially after “seeing God’s works” through Jesus so to speak (cf. Psalm 95:9;
Hebrews 3:9). They will encounter the same kind of anger from God, and it will last for all eternity, resulting in eternal
condemnation and destruction. Consequently, if these Jewish readers exist at the time of Jesus’ return and in the light of
the Mosaic Covenant and its relevance to the Jews as God’s chosen nation, they as a conglomerate of unbelieving
people could collectively and even individually experience God’s anger and earthly consequences stemming from His
anger and judgment of them as described by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse regarding the “great tribulation” between his
two appearances and in the book of Revelation when disaster comes upon Israel and Jerusalem prior to the return of
Jesus (the trumpets, bowls, and Great and Terrible Day of the Lord).

%4 DopnodueY 0DV, UNTOTE KOTAAEITOREVG T Emaryyeriog eloehBelv €l TV KATATAVOY 0)TOD SOKT TIC €€ UMV
votepnkévon — Paul exhorts his readers and himself to “fear” God, “while the promise to enter into [God’s] rest
remains” (kotadewouévng T Enaryyeliog eioeAOETV €ig TNV Katdmavotv avtod), which is to say that no one should
ignore either His commandments or His promises that are connected to His commandments. And the reason is because
there are serious negative consequences for not obeying God appropriately and believing Him for all that He has said.
The most serious consequence is not entering into His “resting place,” the Kingdom of God, where first He dwells on
the land of Israel with His people, the nation of Israel, and then on the eternal earth with them (and believing Gentiles),
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after having forgiven for their sins. Those who do not pursue obeying God’s “voice” will not enter the rest (as the
Israelites did not in the desert) and “fail to reach” the fulfillment of His Abrahamic promises, i.e., of the earthly
Kingdom of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God on the new earth.

Thus, Paul is referring to God’s (and their) “resting place” of the future restored Kingdom of Israel in addition to
eternal salvation, in the same way that God had promised to the Israelites the land of Canaan as a place of His “resting
place” and dwelling among them and their “rest” from their enemies and hard work of persevering in belief in the
desert as a stepping stone towards these two elements of His and their “resting place.”

Paul will go on to compare the phrase “His resting place” for his readers to God’s “resting place” after His “works” of
creating the cosmos (cf. Genesis 2:2) as a way to teach them that they, too, are in a stage of working as they approach
the “resting place” that God has in store for them because of their authentic belief. As a result, Paul means that, if his
readers fail to continue to work by believing God for the Davidic promise of the earthly Kingdom of Israel and the
kingdom of the eternal earth through Jesus as the Messiah, then, like the unbelieving Israelites in the desert who failed
to reach the “resting place” of the promised land of Canaan and, eventually, this earthly kingdom, they will fail to reach
the “resting place” of the entirety of the eternal Kingdom of God.

Cf. Hebrews 12:15 Take care that no one fails to reach [the sanctification] that comes from the grace of God
(¢mioKOTODVTEG UT| TIG VOTEPAV Ao THS XAPLTog ToD Be0D), that no root of resentment spring up in bitterness, with
which many become defiled.

Starting with this verse, thirteen times Paul uses the subjunctive 1 person plural to exhort his Jewish readers towards
the truth and obeying it—

Heb. 4:1 Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come
short of it.

Heb. 4:11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of
disobedience.

Heb. 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our confession.

Heb. 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

Heb. 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an
evil understanding and our bodies washed with pure water.

Heb. 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;

Heb. 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,

Heb. 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
Heb. 12:28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may
offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;

Heb. 13:13 So, let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.

Heb. 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give
thanks to His name.

% kol yap EGUEV eVNYYEAMOUEVOL, KaBATEP Kikelvor GAL oDk G@EANGeY 6 AdYoc THS Gkofig éxeivoug,

un "ovykekepacuévoug tf mioter ‘toig akovoacy’ — The OT Israelites had heard the message of the good news of
God’s promise of their entering into the land of Canaan and defeating the indigenous peoples, the Canaanites, by virtue
of His grace and power. They both “heard” and “saw” this good news through Moses’ teaching and God’s miracles
respectively. Paul is saying that the Jewish believers and he have likewise heard and seen God’s message through
Jesus’ and his apostles’ proclamation of it orally and their miracles.

However, the OT Israelites refused to believe what God was saying, which meant that the good news was not good
news to them and therefore useless in their lives. God demonstrated this uselessness by causing the adult generation to
die in the wilderness, so that they were not allowed to enter into the land of Canaan, which He had promised to
Abraham and to them as his descendants.

In this verse, we also are made privy to a key concept in the whole Bible—the combining into one package inside a
human being of the knowledge/understanding of God’s message, regardless how much or how little a person grasps it,
and authentic belief in the message that stems from divinely caused true inwardness. It is these two human elements
together, understanding AND genuine belief, that qualify a person for eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God
where Jesus will rule (cf. Hebrews 3:19).

% reicepyouedo "ydp eic °[thv] katdmavoly ol miotevoaviec — Just as the OT Israelites could have been in the process
of entering the promised land of Canaan (constituting God’s own “resting place” in the OT), if they had committed
themselves to believing and persevering in believing God for His promises, Paul says that the Jewish believers of his
day and he are actually in the process of entering into the same “resting place” of the future Kingdom of Israel and the
eternal Kingdom of God, both where God will “rest” by dwelling among His people, believing Jews on the land of
Israel and later when believing Jews and Gentiles “rest” on the new, eternal earth.
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97 kaBag elpnkev, Q¢ duoca v Th 6pyT wov, °el’ eicedevoovial gig Thv kotdmovsiv pov — Like David, Paul again
uses Psalm 95 as a kind of negative exhortation. In other words, he is telling them, don’t be like the OT Israelites.
Instead, do be like any authentic believer who will receive the fulfillment of God’s promises, whether the “resting
place” of the promised land of Canaan for the Israelites (that will eventually be actualized in the millennial kingdom of
Revelation 20 after Jesus’ return and the Jews become a “great nation” (cf. Genesis 12:1-3)), or the “resting place” of
the eternal earth of Revelation 21-22 for both David’s and Paul’s readers.

% kaitol 1OV Epymv and kotaforiic kéouov yevneéviov — Some English Bible translate this statement, “although His
works were finished from the foundation of the world.” But I think that Paul is merely adding parenthetically that God
has continued working (so to speak) by sustaining the story of the creation, in spite of the story of Genesis 1 and 2:1-2,
which says that God rested on the seventh day. This is also in light of Psalm 95 and 132, which speak of God’s resting
in and on the land of Israel, specifically in Jerusalem.

Paul is saying that God still works while He also will rest when He brings about the fulfillment of the first promise to
Abraham to make his physical descendants a “great nation” of believers and authentically worshiping people. The first
work is that of creating the cosmos, even though He finished bringing into existence any new thing. The second work is
that of fulfilling His promise to Abraham to make the Jews a “great nation.”

Therefore, the better way to translate yevnoévtwv is not with the sense of finished, but with the sense of being brought
about or being made to happen—as I have translated it. Plus, I think that kaitou is better translated “even though.” Or
“and yet” would fit the context too.

Acts 14:17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness (kaitol 00k Gudptvpov "avTov defikev), in that He did
good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

9 eipnkev °ydp mov mept g EPSSuNC oBtwg — As in Hebrews 3:7, Paul continues to refer to the Holy Spirit, “it” in this
case and, therefore, God’s working within the creation, to say what He wants to say through the biblical authors. Here,
Paul refers to Genesis 2:2, the “somewhere” of God’s saying something about the creation and His rest. Paul is
commenting further on the statement in Genesis that says that God did finish His works of bringing the creation as it
exists into existence. But this is not to say that God did no work from this point on, as if His working to bring the
Israelites out of Egypt and into Canaan to provide them with a “resting place” contradicts Genesis 2.

100 oy korTémavoey 6 Oedg év TH MUEPQ TH EPSOUN GTO TEVIOV TAV EpYyOV GDTOD —

cf. Genesis 2:2, kol cuvetéhecev 6 0edg v Tf Muépq Th €xtn o €pya avdTod, & éroincey, kol kotéravoey tf Nuépy
T £B36UN GO MAVTOV 1OV EpyeV adTod, Gv émoincey (XY TN INDNDMTOIM "prawn oia \ﬂhc;f“,]).

Here Paul quotes a portion of the Septuagint of Genesis 2:2 to make explicit that the story of the creation does indicate
that God “rested” from His “works” of bringng the creation into existence. The point of the verse in Genesis is to make
it clear that everything that God wants to exist for His purposes that culminate in the eternal Kingdom of God with
human beings’ living in it does exist. He is the creator of every element within the creation, and no other kinds of
things are necessary for Him to accomplish His purposes. Therefore, He “rested” after first producing the creation. But
Paul is quick to say that this does not mean that He is doing no other work. For example, He will fulfill His promise to
the nation of Israel to bring them into the land which He has promised them, so that this will eventually mean that He
and they will “rest” on the land, because they will all be authentic believers, living safely and securely away from any
harm that their enemies might want to bring upon them.

Thus, Paul is doing two things. One, he is asking if the “rest” that God promises to his readers is God’s “rest” as
declared in Genesis 2:2, whereby God rested from His “moral,” creative actions of bringing the whole cosmos into
existence. Since it still remains for some to enter into God’s “rest” (v. 6,9), the answer is, no. Instead, God’s “rest” for
his readers is God’s “rest” from His present cosmic creating actions that will actually involve another creation—first,
the creation so to speak of the restored Kingdom of Israel and then the new and eternal earth after He destroys this
realm.

Second, Paul is drawing an analogy between God’s “resting” from His “moral,” creative actions of bringing the whole
cosmos into existence and two other events. First, there was the opportunity for the Israelites to enter into the promised
land of Canaan and “rest” from their conflicts with their enemies and from their working at persevering in belief while
on their journey from Egypt through the desert to Canaan. Arriving and living in Canaan would be “rest” from their
“moral” obedience to God in the desert.

Second, there is now the opportunity for Paul’s readers to “rest” from enduring persecution and from working in the
present realm at persevering in belief in Jesus as the Messiah. Just as God finished His actions of the initial creation and
rested, Paul is exhorting his readers to finish out their earthly actions of enduring suffering and persevering in belief
with authentic inwardness, so that they will be able to “rest” in the eternal Kingdom of God. However, they must finish
their works as God finished His (and as the desert Israelites should have finished theirs) in order to “rest.” However,
this they will do only if they do not abandon their belief in Jesus. Therefore, Paul’s readers need to work like God in
order that they can “rest” like God. Thus, through the Genesis passage, Paul is instructing his readers that “rest” has
always been an important biblical theme, and that God first demonstrated this through His own resting after the
“accomplishments” and “works” of the initial creation. As people read this passage, they can know that God has
planned a “rest” for them, if they obey the good news of the biblical message.

0T 4t &v 10Vt MAAY "€l gioedevoovion gig Ty katdmovsiv pov — Now Paul returns to his main points, and he says
“again” (raAwv) what he quoted from Psalm 95 in 4:3, that God prohibited the previous Israelites in the desert from
entering the land of Canaan, the promised land. Implied is that it was because of their unbelief and disobedience.
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102 26y 0OV dmoleimeTan TIVELG elcEMDELY ig QOTHV, KO 01 TPOTEPOV VY YEMGOEVTEC 0VK eicTiMBOV 8t "dimeifetoy —
Paul is saying that there is still a future “resting place” for both David’s and “some” of his own Jewish readers. We
know from the Abrahamic Covenant and the OT that this is the “resting place” of the restored Kingdom of Israel on
this earth, which will eventually lead to the continuation of the Kingdom of God on the next eternal earth. Both these,
by implication, will constitute the totality of God’s “resting place” for them.

The Israelites could have enjoyed the “resting place” of the land of Canaan, safe and secure from their enemies (the “it”
of this verse), if they had all believed the “good news” through Moses and become changed of heart genuine
believers—which is what God promised in the Abrahamic Covenant eventually would be the case. It did not happen
then “on account of disobedience” (81 "dreibeiav) and unbelief, just as it has not happened yet.

103 édy v Opiler Muépay, oruepov, v Aavid Aéyov LeTd T0GODTOV XPOVoV, KOOME "TpoeipnTalr oHUePOV £V THC
Qwviig avTod Gkovonte, un okAnpvvnte tog kopdiog Yu@v — Thus Paul completes the sentence and thought in 4:6.
God promised the Israelites from Egypt to make them a “great nation,” if they believed and obeyed Him as they entered
the land of Canaan and destroyed the indigenous and pagan peoples. However, because they hardened their hearts, it
was not for that generation to receive the fulfillment of His promise. As a result, David could say to his contemporary
Jews that they possessed the same possibility to become the “great nation,” if they all truly listened to God’s voice and
they all obeyed Him.

Thus, in a sense, God has always been saying to the Israelites, “Today, do not harden your hearts,” in regard to the
promises of their becoming a “great nation” and entering into aionic and eternal life. In other words, every day is a
“Today” when all the Jews could believe and obey God as an entire nation and, thereby, finally become the “great
nation” of Genesis 12:1-3 on the land of Israel. And Paul is saying that this is especially true now in the light of the
final and complete message of good news from God that Jesus has brought about, i.e., his being the Son of God and
Messiah by speaking this message and performing miracles, which his apostles continued (cf. Hebrews 2:1-4).

Above, in Hebrews 3:7, Paul identifies the “author” so to speak of Psalm 95 as the Holy Spirit, “Therefore, just as the
Holy Spirit says, ‘Today, if you hear His voice...” Here, he states that David is the human author. Interestingly enough,
this is the only instance where Paul names David as the author of a psalm when he also mentions three other psalms
pertaining to the Messiah and high priest of God’s eternal plans and that David wrote—Psalm 8 in Hebrews 2:6-8,
Psalm 110 in Hebrews 5:6 & 7:17,21, and Psalm 40 in Hebrews 10:5-10.

104 &1 yap adtoNg Incode katémavoey, ovk "dv mept GAANG EAGAer petd tobto Nuépag — If God, through Joshua, had
brought the Jews, albeit the next generation, to a final “resting place” in the land of Canaan that involved all that He
had in mind regarding the concept of their “resting place,” i.e., the millennial kingdom that we know is still future
because of Revelation 20 (and that will eventually lead to the eternal earth and life of Revelation 21ff.), then God
through David in Psalm 95, 500 years later, would not have spoken to his fellow Israelites, who were actually living in
the land, of another day that will be the final “resting place” for the Jews. Therefore, the “another day” in this verse
happens to be the day of Jesus’ return, when he restores the Kingdom of Israel and gives the Jews rest on their land.
Paul properly interprets David this way and is using David, the first Son of God according to the Davidic Covenant, as
his model of exhortation to his Jewish readers. Just as David said, “Today, if (and since) you Jews are hearing God’s
voice...,” Paul is saying the same thing and encouraging his Jewish contemporaries to hear God through Jesus and
obey both of them.

105 §po amodeinetan coppatiopog Td Aad tod Oeod — Sabbath comes from one of the Hebrew words for “rest,”
Shabbat (n;w‘; the other two Hebrew words are HI:I; from 73 and the verb Y27, which means to be quiet and at peace;

cf. Deuteronomy 28:65). Paul is arguing that the Messiah brings about the Sabbath “rest” and “resting place” of both
the promised land of Canaan and the eternal Kingdom of God. This Sabbath is what God through David ultimately
meant in Psalm 95 and that Paul is concerned about with respect to his contemporary Jewish readers. It is the life that
all Jewish believers, the “people of God” in this context, acquire in the eternal Kingdom of God and according to the
two promises in the Abrahamic Covenant.

106 & yéup elceMBdV €ig TNV KOTATOVGV 0DTOD KO 0DTOC KATETAVGEV GO TV Epymv adTod Gomep Grd TdV idiov
0 0g0¢ — Here Paul goes back to the creation story of Genesis 1:1-2:2 and likens it to the lives of his Jewish believers.
By definition, “rest” implies that a person has worked hard beforehand such that the “rest” is a cessation of his
“works,” which indicates a completion or finishing of the work or “works.” Therefore, just as God rested from His
“works” of bringing the cosmos into existence at the “creation” in Genesis 1 & 2, after finishing these particular
“works” (cf. Hebrews 4:4), so will each authentic Jewish believer enter into his individual “rest,” i.e., a “rest” in the
“great nation” of Israel, followed by the eternal earth. This will be a “rest” from each Jewish individual’s “works” of
being diligent to persevere in belief and obedience to God in the present realm (cf. Hebrews 4:4-5,11), after finishing
these particular works.

107 srovddompev odv eiceAdely gi¢ Ekeivny Ty katdmavoily — Paul is saying that the present realm is a time to work
hard at persevering in belief and obedience. This perseverance is a person’s “work” that he will complete and bring to
an end when his life in the present realm ends and he enters into the eternal Kingdom of God. The primary purpose of
Paul’s letter is to exhort the readers to persevere in belief in Jesus for the benefit that it brings—the “resting place” of
the first promise to Abraham, the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel, and eternal life of God’s second promise to
Abraham (cf. Hebrews 6:11).

108 {y um év 1@ adtd Tig drodelyuatt méon Thg "dmedeiog — Paul is referring to his readers’ failing to enter into the
restored Kingdom of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God and, instead, incurring God’s complete destruction by

48



May 9, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Hebrews

disobeying Him and not continuing to believe in Jesus as the Messiah, just as the Israelites “fell,” i.e., died physically,
in the wilderness because of their disobedience and inappropriate inwardness, thus failing to enter into the “resting
place” of the land of Canaan (cf. Hebrews 3:8,15,17).

Paul does not want his Jewish readers to adopt the same “pattern” (bnoderypo) of “disobedience” (Gimeibewn) that their
ancestors demonstrated in the wilderness and died as a result before entering into the land of Canaan and conquering
the indigenous peoples so that they would have possessed the land all to themselves and worshiped God alone—if they
all had changed hearts to become the “great nation” of the Abrahamic promise.

109 7 &v yap 6 AGyog T0D 020D KoL "EVEPYNG KO TOUDTEPOS DIEP TACAY UEYAIPOY SIGTOLOV KO Siikvovuevog dxpt
ueptopo® wuyfg kot "rvevpatog — After claiming that his readers have heard the voice of God in the good news of
Jesus as the Messiah and after exhorting them to believe it and not harden their hearts against it, Paul points out an
important aspect of any truth that comes from God and the vital importance of the truth about Jesus as their high priest.
Whenever God speaks, it is through His spokesmen, whether prophets or the angeloi of Yahweh. In this case, God has
spoken through His Son, the final Davidic king, Jesus, and his apostles. And the message of God that they have brought
is that Jesus is the Son of God and high priest of God’s and his people at the final judgment (cf. Hebrews 1:1-2; 2:3-4).
Paul’s point is that the truth regarding Jesus as the message invades and reveals the innermost condition of a human
being, where “existence” and “spirit” meet, i.e., where the person as a person (the combination of his spirit and body,
i.e., his existence) and his spirit (God’s conception of the person for the purposes of all eternity) reside. The question
that truth poses is, “Is the person humble and desirous of truth for the sake of eternal salvation, or is the person proud
and closed to truth?”

The answer to this question is what the “voice” of God as the message of God brings forth from a person.

10 gpudv te kot poedv — “Joints” in the NAS95 is probably not the best translation. The point is that the gospel
message infiltrates the innermost part of a person’s being where the important aspects of his personhood meet, his
existence as a living human being and his spirit which is God’s plans and purposes for him. Therefore, “bone casings”
is a better rendition of apu@v, i.e., “of bone casings and bone marrow.” cf. Louw & Nida’s article on pveldc.

Mo kprticdg évevprioenv kol évvoldv kapdiog — The “voice” of God as the message of God is capable of revealing
what kind of heart/inwardness a person has, either receptive or not to His message and truth, which, in this case, is that
Jesus is the Messiah. Thus, the most important issue for a human being is his inwardness, what kind of person he is
internally with respect to the biblical truth, i.e., as to whether or not he desires and believes this truth throughout his
whole life and perseveringly lives a life commensurate with the truth—regardless of the circumstances he encounters.
This would be the “thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

12 o 00K 6TV KTIGIC BQOVIG EVOTIOV 0DTOD, TAVTO 88 YOUVE Kol TeTpoynAouéva Tolg d@Baiuoig avtod — God
sees every aspect of the created reality at every moment. We can run away from Him, but we cannot hide. Therefore,
Paul’s readers will not be able to conceal their rejection of Jesus if they merely pretend to believe in him and are not
willing to exhibit their faith authentically in the face of persecution from unbelieving Jews.

Cf. Soren Kierkegaard’s concept of “confidentiality.” God is not just “confidentiality about confidentiality.” He is the
very essence of “confidentiality” (Kierkegaard, Works of Love, “Love is a Matter of Conscience” [and a pure heart and
a sincere faith], pages 151-153).

13 mod¢ 6v fuiv 6 Adyog — Ultimately, Paul’s readers’ belief in Jesus as the Messiah will become the “matter at hand”
(6 Aoyog) at the final judgment, where all of their and our most confidential secrets will become known to God along
with the true nature of their and our hearts.

14 "Exyovtec 0dv dpyrepéa péyav SteAnivdoto todg ovpovosc, Tneodv tov vidv 10D 00D, KpaTdUEV THS Ouoroyiog
— Now that he has explained the importance of obeying the “voice” of God for the sake of entering His “resting place”
of the land of Israel and the eternal earth, Paul gets back to the point that he was making at the end of chapter 2 where
he was connecting the idea of high priest to the idea of the Messiah and the Son of God, while also demonstrating that
Jesus, with his suffering death, was the perfect candidate for all three. Paul will now describe in detail in Hebrews 5-10
how the Son’s high priesthood fits with the OT texts and Jesus’ role by means of the New Covenant in contrast to the
Levitical priests’ role under the Mosaic Covenant.

Thus, Jesus “has passed through the heavens,” meaning that he has transitioned from his earthly existence as an
ordinary human being and Son of God to his metaphorical “sitting at the right hand of God” as an ordinary human
being, the Son of God, and the high priest who intervenes eternally for sinners at the final judgment. The point of this
whole letter is that Paul’s Jewish readers need to continue to believe this about Jesus for the sake of their eternal
destinies. Indeed, he is not just a high priest. He is the “great” high priest.

15 00 yop xouev dipyiepéor un Svvapevov cupumadficol Toic doOeveiong UMY, TETEPACUEVOV 8¢ KOTO TEVTO KOO’
opootnto xopig apoptiog — It is comforting to know that Jesus can sympathize with our moral weaknesses (taig
doBeveiog MuedVv) even though he was morally perfect, since he, as an ordinary human being and not a superordinary
being like the angeloi, was tested with respect to his own belief in God as his God and Father. For example, consider
the tests that Jesus endured in the desert after his baptism (Matthew 4, Luke 4) as well as in the Garden of Gethsemane
(Matthew 26:36ft.).

Cf. John 20:17 Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren
and say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God’”".

His ascension to God was to take his place after his actual ascension to the position with created reality where he would
rule it as God’s proxy, i.e. to God’s right hand, metaphorically speaking.
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16 rpocepydueda ovv petd Tappnoicg Td Bpove ThS XGPIToC, Tvo AdBmuev ELeog Ko xApv CeVpouey gig evKkapov
Bonderav — Paul could be speaking of the Messiah’s throne from where he rules over the universe (cf. Hebrews 1:8;
Psalm 45:6), but, in this context about Jesus’ role as high priest, he is referring to God’s throne of both sovereign rule
and judgment (cf. Hebrews 8:1;12:2). Paul’s claim is that the only way to have confidence at the final judgment that
God will grant a person eternal mercy is through persevering belief in Jesus as the Messiah and intervening high priest,
in light of the fact, as he will go on to explain, that the OT makes it clear that a superordinary angelos of Yahweh as
Messiah would be useless at the judgment. By virtue of having a suffering, human Messiah and high priest, the
judgment seat of God becomes a throne of grace, because a sinful human will be able to take advantage of Jesus’
priestly actions of self-offering and intervention (cf. Hebrews 5-10).

In this verse, Paul is therefore stating the goal of a sinful human being. It is to approach God’s throne of judgment with
the bold confidence of receiving eternal mercy and life. Then, once the approach is made, God grants the petitioner His
mercy and life in the Kingdom of God as the ultimate part of the goal, and this all takes place because of Jesus’
intervention on the person’s behalf now that he has qualified through his death to be both ruler and high priest.
Cf. Hebrews 3:6; 10:19,35 in regard to mappnoio.
Cf. Hebrews 7:25; 10:1,22; 11:6; 12:18,22 in regard to npocépyxouot and Hebrews 7:19 in regard to £yyi¢w, which also
means to draw near.
Therefore, the “timely help” (eGkaipog Porideiav) is at the judgment when it will be most needed and the penitent
sinner will receive God’s eternal mercy and forgiveness through Jesus as high priest. But we know from the rest of the
NT that the judgment for believers who lived before Jesus’ return will be at that very moment and they are either lifted
from the earth or resurrected from the dead.
17 réic youp épyiepede — Paul now begins his in-depth explanation of Jesus as the ultimate and eternal high priest in
comparison to the Levitical high priests of the Mosaic Covenant, as he earnestly works to convince his readers that
Jesus is the only high priest with his offering to trust with their obtaining eternal mercy from God.
Leviticus 4:3, “...if the anointed priest (U”ﬁrgﬂ LU'DU) (6 Gpyrepevg 0 kexpiouévog = the anointed high priest) sins so
as to bring guilt on the people, then let him offer to Yahweh a bull without defect as a sin offering for the sin he has
committed.”
The word apyiepevg appears only two times in the Septuagint (Leviticus 4:3 and Joshua 24:33) and 11 times in the
apocrypha. The more common phrase is 0 iepetg 6 puéyag which appears 21 times in the Septuagint.
Leviticus 21:10, “The priest who is the highest among his brothers (Tfff N7 I?ﬁ;ﬂ %[DIDU) (6 1epeng 0 péyag Gmo TAOV
aderedv avtod), on whose head the anointing oil has been poured and who has been consecrated to wear the
garments, shall not uncover his head nor tear his clothes.”
Exodus 28:41, “You shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons with him; and you shall anoint them (Dﬁ&
'"m) (xpicelg adtovg) and ordain them (2777 1N HNHDW = you shall fill their hand) (éurAriceig adT@®V TOG YXEIPOS
= you shall fill their hands) and consecrate them (28 nm'fm) (aydoeg avtovg), that they may serve Me as priests
(’? 1727 (iva iepatedwoiv pot).”
Leviticus 8:12, “Then he poured some of the anointing oil (HGUDH ]DCJ) (r00 élaiov Tiig xpicews) on Aaron’s head
and anointed him to consecrate him (W'IP_IT‘ DR MYt (ko &xproev adtov koi Hylaoev avtév).”
118 ¢ Gvepadmov Aappoviéuevoc — Paul is referring to the fact that the Levitical high priests were picked “from the
men” of the Israelite tribe of Levi. Therefore, each high priest was a real human being and not a superordinary being
like the angeloi of Yahweh. The argument continues from chapters 1 & 2 that, like the Levitical priests and high-priest,
the Son of God as the final Davidic king of Israel and of the the Kingdom of God is an ordinary human being. In
addition, the Son of God as the high-priest who replaces the Levitical high-priest is also.
Exodus 28:1, “Then brmg near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the sons of Israel, to
minister as priest to Me (77 'TJHD‘?) (iepatevelv por) — Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.”
While Paul will sometimes refer to daily sacrifices by all the priests as prescribed by the Mosaic Covenant, his
argument is mainly about the high priest who brings the annual sacrifice on Yom Kippur and sprinkles blood on the ark
of the covenant in the holy of holies as the main way by which the Israelites were to demonstrate their understanding
that God requires a blood sacrifice in order to obtain His mercy and forgiveness.
119 Hrep vOpdTOV KOBIGTOTOL T& TPOG TOV BESGV, Tvo TPoos@épn dMpa °te kol Buciog vrep auaptidv — Cf. 5:3,7;
8:3,4; 9:7,9,14,25,28; 10:1,8,11,12; 11:4,17; 12:7 — in regard to offerings and gifts that are made to God for purposes
of getting His attention in the midst of one’s sins or needs.
Here, in one sentence, Paul states the main responsibility of the Levitical priests, and especially the high priest once a
year, under the Mosaic Covenant — that they were to offer up to God “gifts” (§@pc — Hebrews 8:3,4;9:9;11:13) and
“tokens of loyalty” (dvoiog — Hebrews 7:27;8:3;9:9,23,26;10:1,5,8,11,12,26;11:4;13;15,16) as a means to appeal to
Him for mercy in light of people’s sinfulness and sinful actions and their deserving God’s condemnation and the
punishment of death (cf. Hebrews 8:3,4;9:9;11:4).
Numbers 18:1, “So Yahweh said to Aaron, ‘You and your sons and your father’s household with you shall bear the
guilt in connection with the sanctuary (L‘f:l(?f;ﬁfi ]u‘nx wxun) (Muweobe TG apoaptiog 1@V ayiov), and you and
your sons with you shall bear the guilt in connection with your priesthood (22037712 TN WED) (Muyeocde tag
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auoptiog thg iepateiag vudv).”” This translation from the NAS95 does not quite interpret properly God’s intent.
Notice that the Septuagint translates IWER (from X¥3) with Mpyecoe (from Aappdve). In other words, “bear,” i.e.,
carry per se, is not what the priests do with Israel’s sins and sinful actions. Instead, they take or receive the
responsibility to deal with their evil and intervene between God and them in order to appeal to Him for mercy.
However, Paul will go on to argue that the Levitical priests were entirely unsuccessful themselves to obtain mercy, i.e.,
complete and eternal mercy. In other words, Paul’s whole argument in chapters 5-10 hinges on the fact that the
sacrificial ceremonies required by the Mosaic Covenant involving mere animals were and are completely ineffective
for obtaining God’s eternal mercy. In fact, the entire Mosaic Covenant is one big ineffective religious system that God
gave to the Israelites simply so that they could be a didactic tool and signpost for the benefit of all the rest of humanity.
The Jews’ obedience to the Mosaic Covenant is supposed to provide the Gentiles and themselves with a means to learn
what kind of God the transcendent Creator is and that He is a God of morality, goodness, love, provision, justice, and
mercy. However, Paul will argue that with respect to this last issue, mercy and, especially, complete and eternal mercy,
the continual and multiple offerings of bulls and goats communicate only that the problem of a sinful human being’s
deserving God’s eternal condemnation is never resolved by virtue of them.

In other words, some other methodology and, indeed, sacrificial offering, is necessary to obtain God’s eternal mercy.
And Paul will argue from the OT that Jesus as the real, human Messiah, who offered himself once on the cross,
qualifies to secure complete mercy from God. Therefore, anytime that God granted complete forgiveness to any of the
Israelites in OT times, it was on the basis of Jesus’ future high priesthood and offering of himself in order to qualify for
his priestly responsibility.

Leviticus 1:2, “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, “When any man of you brings an offering to Yahweh
(ﬂjﬂ’:’ 1272 827 277R7772) (¢dv mpooaydyn ddpa 1@ kupie), you shall bring your offering (2232727NN
12°720) (rpocoicete 1& ddpa Vu@v) of animals from the herd or the flock.”

Leviticus 4:13,14,16,20, “Now if the whole congregation of Israel commits error and the matter escapes the notice of
the assembly, and they commit any of the things which Yahweh has commanded not to be done, and they become
guilty; when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a bull of the herd for a
sin offering and bring it before the tent of meeting... Then the anointed priest (ﬁ’{;f?;ﬂ 172m) (6 iepeds 6 xproTdg) is
to bring some of the blood of the bull to the tent of meeting... He shall also do with the bull just as he did with the bull
of the sin offering; thus, he shall do with it. So the priest shall make atonement for them (Dﬂ‘?‘y’ 1227 (é&ikdoeTon
nept o0T@v), and they will be forgiven (0717 2937, and it will be forgiven for them) (Gpedriceton avtoig
auoptio).” o

This last phrase, DD? ﬂf?@.ﬂ and dednoetar avtoig N auaptio, should be translated better with something like, “and
it (the sin) will be overlooked,” i.e, until God deals with the Israelites’ sinfulness at the final judgment through the high
priesthood and advocacy of the Messiah.

By the way, God established in the Mosaic Covenant that the high priest’s role included his offering to Him something
that functioned as an appeal and request to Him for a sinner’s forgiveness for his sins. Does His mercy technically
require this? No. It is just that way God has arranged reality to accomplish His purpose of granting forgiveness to sinful
Jewish people and human beings. Technically, He could just say to them, “You are forgiven,” and this would be the
case. In other words, forgiveness does not require some sort of outward legal action in addition to the person who
forgives’ choosing to do so so that the offender does not have to pay a penalty or be appropriately punished in order for
justice to be served in an equitable, fair, and upright manner, i.e., in a quid pro quo way that demonstrates clear
reciprocity and perfect give-and-take.

Nevertheless, as God has stipulated for how He accomplishes His purposes of granting forgiveness of sins to sinful
human beings, high priests mediate on behalf of those who have rebelled against God in order to gain His mercy for
them. Therefore, God has designed the story of creation so that an offering by the high priest is a necessary part of the
process as. If there is no offering, then there is no mercy from God. If there is the right offering, then God grants eternal
mercy. Therefore, in the case of Jesus, his offering provides the eternal mercy that Jewish and Gentile sinners need,
because he is the only right offering with respect to it, which, in turn, qualifies him to act as high priest. He was
assigned by God the function of acting as high priest for people, but he could not exercise his function until he had
qualified to do so by dying on the cross as an offering to God. Thus, he carries out his responsibility into eternity, while
he also rules over the creation and the eternal Kingdom of God—starting with the “great nation” of Israel and this
world before God destroys the present realm and creates a new and eternal heaven and earth (cf. Revelation 20-22).

120 yetpromadeiv Suvauevog Toic Gyvooioy Kol TAAVOUEVOLS, £mel Ko 0vTog Tepikerton doféverov — There is an
important similarity between the Levitical high priest and the rest of the Israelites. They are both morally weak and
sinful. And their sinfulness makes them unwilling to know and understand the real problem before God of their sin, and
even when they think that they are listening to the Bible and doing what it prescribes in order to appeal to God for
mercy and forgiveness, they are “misguided” in their thinking and miss the point about the depth of their sin and the
ineffectiveness of their efforts and practices that are according to the Mosaic Covenant.

If the Levitical high priest truly understands his sinful condition, which the priests of Jesus’ day did not for the most
part, he can exercise compassion and patience toward his fellow Jews and deal gently with them just as he would want
God to exercise compassion and patience toward him (cf. James 5:14-20).
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In other words, whenever a Levitical priest intervenes on behalf of the sins of an Israelite or the Israelites, he should
ask himself, “What good is this really going to do, because I keep repeating the same religious practice, and I need
someone to intervene on my behalf?” And, indeed, his actions do not really do any good. The issue of complete
forgiveness only gets prolonged by means of the continual sacrificial offerings of the Mosaic Covenant. It does not get
resolved. Thus, eternal mercy and forgiveness towards any human being, including a Jew, has always been and will
always be on the basis of Jesus, the morally perfect and eternal high priest.

21 o '8 otV d@eirel, KoBOC TePL ToD A00D, 0VTOC Kol TeEPL TodTOD TPOGEEPELY TEPL GuapTIdY — A Levitical
priest is morally and covenantally obligated to deal with his own sins and sinful actions before God in addition to those
of the other Israelites by bringing a sin offering to God. It is this issue of a high priest’s obligation to bring an offering
to God that Paul will exploit in this letter as he compares Jesus as high priest to these others. The high priest is morally
weak and sinful just as the people of Israel for whom he is bringing the offering to God to appeal to Him for mercy.
Therefore, he is performing this offering for himself just as much as he is doing so for them.

Leviticus 9:7, “Moses then said to Aaron, ‘Come near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering,
that you may make atonement for yourself and for the people (Y7 T¥271 Y2 7227 (kai é&ilacot Tepl 6e0TOD
Kol 100 oikov oov); then make the offering for the people, that you may make atonement for them, just as Yahweh has
commanded.”” )

As with the the word 770 (= forgive) as quoted above from Leviticus 4:20 in the notes for 5:1, 927 and égilacan
refer to only prolonging the issue of God’s justice and mercy, but not resolving it.

The point that Paul makes in this paragraph is that the high priest’s responsibility is to bring a sacrifice to God in order
to hold off His condemnation, as well as, in the case of the Levitical high priest, in order to do the same for himself,
because he, too, is a sinful human being. Yet, if he really understands what God requires, he would know that
eventually it must be some other high priest, indeed, a morally perfect high priest, who settles the issue of eternal and
complete mercy between God and sinful human beings.

122 o 00y £avTd TIC AoUPdveL THY TNV GALG KaloVpevog VIO Tod Be0d rkabmoTep ko Aapadvy — Here is
another similarity between Jesus as high priest and the high priests of the Mosaic Covenant. They are both chosen by
God. Thus, even if God does not directly communicate to someone like Moses who is to be the high priest of Israel
under the Mosaic Covenant, i.e., Aaron, He still is doing so indirectly by requiring that this person be from the tribe of
Levi. As a result, He “calls” and therefore commands each priest and high priest to serve the people on behalf of their
sins. The high priest does not do this to himself.

5:1 and Exodus 28:1, “Then bring near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the sons of
Israel, to minister as priest to Me — Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.”

Exodus 28:43; Leviticus 8-10.

Leviticus 16:32, “So the [high] priest who is anointed and ordained to serve as priest in his father’s place (1°2% D0R
]H;IT‘ 7R R WY AR W TIWR = who anoints (sing.) it (?) and fills (sing.) its (?) hand to act as priest
after his father) (6v av ypicwov (pl.) avtov kol OV &v TeEletdsovoy (pl.) TG yelpag aHTOD 1EPATEVELY UETA TOV
notépa ovtod = same as translation of the Hebrew, except verbs are plural) shall make atonement....”

Numbers 3-4, 8:5-26, especially vs. 24,25, “This is what applies to the Levites: from twenty-five years old and upward
they shall enter to perform service in the work of the tent of meeting. But at the age of fifty years they shall retire from
service in the work and not work any more.”

Numbers 18, especially v. 23, “Only the Levites shall perform the service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear
their iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations (250975 051y D2 (voupov aidviov gig
TG YEVEQS avTt®dV), and among the sons of Israel they shall have no inheritance.”

Deuteronomy 18:1-8, especially v. 5, “For Yahweh your God has chosen him (72 12) (adtov é€ehétaro) [the
individual Levite who is currently helping the sinful penitent Jew] and his sons from all your tribes, to stand and serve
in the name of Yahweh forever (D’pjﬂ'f’;) (The Septuagint translation is not available).”

123 oBte¢ ko 6 Xpiotog ovy E0vTOV E86EacEY YeEvnBTivon Gipxiepéo, GAL & AaAicog TpOg adTéV: VIGS LoV €l 6V, EY®
onuepov yeyévvnkd oe — Jesus as the Messiah did not appoint himself to be a high priest. Instead, it was the person
who had spoken in Psalm 2 about Solomon’s becoming the Son of God when he was crowned king of Israel. This
person in Psalm 2 was God. However, every Davidic king after Solomon also became God’s Son and was called by
Him to be His Son at his coronation, including now Jesus. Distinct from all the other Davidic kings, Jesus also became
a high priest, as Paul will go on to demonstrate in the next verse and mainly in Hebrews 7.

Because Psalm 2 was written by David at the coronation of Solomon, and because God “gave birth” to Solomon as His
Son by having him crowned the king of Israel, it makes sense that God “gives birth” to Jesus as His Son, indeed, the
final Son of God of the eternal Kingdom of God. However, in contrast to Solomon and the other Davidic kings who
were coronated during their lifetimes, Paul is arguing in this letter that Jesus has to fulfill a unique role and qualify to
become the king of Israel, a high-priest, and the Son of God by a different kind of coronation ceremony—by his
suffering death on the cross.

Therefore, God’s resurrecting Jesus from the dead becomes his confirmation of having gone through the beginning of
his own coronation ceremony, which is also the moment when Jesus qualifies, by virtue of his willingness to be
crucified, to be the only advocate on behalf of sinful human beings at the final judgment. As a result, Jesus’
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resurrection is also the moment, in line with Psalm 2, when God “gave birth” to Jesus as the Son of God and king of
Israel. Notice that, rather than refer to the three recorded times when God spoke audibly from heaven to declare Jesus
His Son (cf. Matthew 3:17;17:5; Mark 1:11;9:7; Luke 3:22;9:35; John 12:28), Paul refers to these Old Testament
passages of Psalm 2 and Psalm 110, because he is dealing with believing Jews who need to understand better their Old
Testaments in order to refute the arguments of the unbelieving Jews who are pressuring them to abandon their belief in
such a low-life Messiah as Jesus of Nazareth, who was executed by the Jewish leaders, the Sanhedrin, and crucified as
a bona fide criminal (apparently) by the Romans.

124 a0 KoL &V ETépm Aéyer o T iepedg ig TOV aldvo katd TV T Medyioédex (Septuagint — Psalm 110:4, 6
£l iepedg €ig Tov aidva katd Thv tdEy Medyioedex) — Psalm 110 and its verse 4 become the key to Paul’s argument
about Jesus’ ordinary humanness and importance, which will become clear in Hebrews 7. Just as God declared that
Jesus is His Son by virtue of his having qualified to be such through his death (see previous verse and note), so also,
through David in Psalm 110, God called Jesus and declared that he is a high priest who intervenes eternally for sinful
and rebellious human beings who are willing to accept his advocacy.

It is putting together the two ideas of Son of God (Psalm 2) and high priest (Psalm 110) that Paul does so marvelously
in this letter in order to convince his readers to continue in their belief in Jesus as the Messiah, i.e., as the human king
and high priest of both Israel and the Gentiles.

Paul’s point here is that Jesus as the Messiah, unlike the angeloi of Yahweh, receives his role, function, and the
accompanying honor from God through the words of the Bible and God’s calling him, and not simply by being written
into the story (except indirectly Psalm 104:4 as quoted above in Hebrews 1:7 that the “winds” and “flaming fire” are
His angeloi also), since he is an ordinary man. Because the angeloi of God are simple manifestations of the
transcendent Creator, they are so closely associated with Him that they can be said to “take” their own glory and honor
(cf. Hebrews 5:4). For example, the burning bush would have naturally been able to refer to its divine glory, because it
was the transcendent Creator who was appearing in the form of the bush. In contrast, Jesus was (and is) an ordinary
(but morally perfect) human being, and rather than his “taking” on his roles simply by assuming them like the burning
bush, he realized that God’s methodology for his becoming the Son of God and a high priest was by virtue of God’s
statements through the Holy Spirit in both Psalm 2 and Psalm 110 that found their fulfillment in His resurrecting Jesus
from the dead after he offered himself on behalf of the sins of mankind.

Therefore, the statement in Psalm 2 of God’s conferring “Sonship” onto the ordinary human being Solomon (and Jesus
by extrapolation) only makes sense if the Son of God is an ordinary human being as God (in the case of Jesus, and not
just a proxy of God) who has written Himself into the story of creation as a separate person and not an angelos and
theophany like the burning bush who is the same person as the transcendent Creator. Similarly, the statement in Psalm
110 is addressed to a human being, not to an angelos and theophany of Yahweh.

As a result, in this last paragraph, Paul makes the point that high priests cannot be presumptuous and claim the right of
this responsibility for themselves. They must be appointed by God. Likewise, God appointed Jesus to his role and even
assigned him to be a member of a completely different order from the Levitical priesthood. He is of the order of
Melchizedek, not of the order of Levi, and he holds his priesthood “into the age,” i.e., into the age of the Kingdom of
God, which will include the millennial kingdom of restored Israel and the eternal earth of the new creation (cf.
Revelation 20-22).

125 ¢v 1aig Muépoug TG copkdg adTod defoelc Te KO TkeTnpiog TPOg TOV SUVAUEVOYV GOLEWV ODTOV €K BOVATOV UETH
Kpowyfig 1o xvpag Kol Sakpvmv TPOGEVEYKAG KOl El6aKovsOelg Gmo Tig evAafeiag — Here Paul refers to a very
human and painful moment (or collection of moments) in Jesus’ life as the Son of God, moments that one would
certainly not expect a superordinary angelos of Yahewh to have. Not only did Jesus not “take” independently the honor
of being a high priest, he actually tried to avoid it when praying in the Garden of Gethsemane “with loud cries and
tears”—albeit righteously, by sorrowfully praying that his responsibilities could be different. He also made and appeal
of sorts to God on the cross when he used the words of Psalm 22:1 and cried out, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me.” And Paul calls these statements to God “offerings of prayers and requests” from Jesus to the
transcendent Creator, because he was making these prayers with the most humble and genuine faith and belief in
God—as the Israelites were supposed to do with their sacrifices to God at the temple.

Plus, Jesus was making no demands on God. Instead, he was willing to submit completely to His calling for him. As a
result, God the Father accepted the human Jesus’ prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane because of his authentic
inwardness, even though God was the One who could “save him from death,” i.e., death on the cross. However, He did
not answer Jesus’ by saving him from the cross, and neither did Jesus ultimately want to avoid death, because he knew
that this was his destiny in order to qualify to be the eternal high priest for sinful human beings.

These events in the Messiah’s life make no sense if he was supposed to be a superman and angelos of Yahweh. One
would certainly never expect an angelos of Yahweh, e.g., the burning bush of Exodus 3, to be subjected to suffering
and groan, cry, and pray for release from the suffering. Nor would one expect an angelos to suffer, period.

Hebrews 12:28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we
may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe (uetc ‘evAaBeiag kol d€ovg’).

126 oimep Gv vide, fuabev G’ GV Emabev TV drokory — While it might seem reasonable to think that the final Son of
God, who is the ruler of the universe (cf. Psalm 2,8), would not suffer death at the hands of his enemies and would not
have to learn obedience to the Father through the very human means of physical, psychological, and even spiritual
suffering, this is exactly what happened to the very human Jesus—in order for him to qualify to be our priest and
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advocate at the final judgment, because his suffering was his offering to God as a high priest (cf. Hebrews 9:11,12).
Jesus willingly allowed the sufferings he endured to teach him obedience to the Father at a deeper level than he had
experienced before his arrest, trial, beatings, and crucifixion. Jesus had been relatively in control of his life up to that
point—traveling where he wanted, saying what he wanted, healing when he wanted, and even escaping from the Jewish
leadership when he wanted. Then, the night before his crucifixion, others took control, and he suffered greatly as a
result and obeyed God at a deeper level.

Thus, Paul is saying that suffering was God’s tool to enhance Jesus’ own obedience to Him, and the inference we can
draw is that it is also a very important tool for us in our process of learning what it means to trust and obey God—to
listen to His voice (cf. OT uses of this phrase), to believe what we hear from Him, and to choose to respond to what He
says with as much willingness and fervor as His grace allows. Plus, we have to work hard at this, because, as with
Jesus, we should not expect it to be an easy thing to choose in the midst of our own humanity—in spite of how easy it
would be for God to change our stories and cause us to make the choice to believe and obey Him in the midst of our
sufferings. At lower levels of suffering, we may have the sense that we are in control of our lives to a large degree. As
the suffering increases, our sense of control grows less and less, and we are led to trust God more likely to a greater
extent than we have had to do so before. Thus, our journey of suffering that leads to greater obedience can look very
much like Jesus’ journey, even if we do not suffer death at the hands of those who violently oppose God.

127 oy tedetobelg — It does not make any sense to translate this statement as “And having been made perfect” as the
NAS95, NIV, and KJV do. Jesus was already “perfect” in every aspect of his beingness and role. But what he had not
done yet was reached the goal of his first appearance.

Thus, the felos or goal of Jesus’ existence on earth as the one person who would qualify to be the final Son of God was
to suffer death on the cross for the sake of the nation of Israel and other sinners in order to become both their king and
high priest. Paul first mentioned this idea in 2:10, that it was appropriate for God the Creator to lead the one who solves
the problem of the sinfulness of human beings to his goal through the methodology of suffering.

Hebrews 2:10 You see, it was appropriate for Him, on account of whom everything exists and in light of whom
everything exists, while leading many sons to glory, to cause the leader of their salvation to reach his goal (telei@oar)
through sufferings.

Also Hebrews 3:14 For we have become partners with the Messiah, if, indeed, we hold on to the reliable beginning of
our title deed until the goal (uéxpr t€hovg).

Consequently, we reach our goal of the eternal Kingdom of God if we acknowledge and believe that Jesus as the
Messiah reached his goal first by dying on the cross, rising from the dead, and ascending from the earth in order to
return at a later date.

Notice also the passive voice of this verb, teleiwbeic. Ultimately, Jesus was brought to his goal by the God through His
sovereignty.

128 ¢yéveto TGV T0iC VIOKOVOVSLY DT aiTlog cmtpiog aiwviov — Paul is saying that, through Jesus’ suffering
death on the cross, he became the very ground (aitiog), basis, and personal justification of salvation from God’s eternal
condemnation at the final judgment, having qualified to be the intermediary for God’s mercy on behalf of
fundamentally rebellious human beings.

Thus, this is for all those who obey Jesus by embracing the message that he spoke from God the Father, to the effect
that he is the Messiah, i.e., the eternal king and high priest, for the sake of their salvation.

The implications of this are that we become what God intends for us and the effect that we are to have on other people
by our learning obedience through what we suffer. We never become the basis of their salvation. Only Jesus is that. But
God may use us as His instrument and means to inform and encourage other sinners to repent and believe in Jesus for
their salvations too.

Luke 23:4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt [ground to declare him accountable for a
crime] in this man (0v8¢v evpicko aitiov €v 1@ AVOPAOTE TO0VTE).”

Acts 19:40 “For indeed we are in danger of being accused of a riot in connection with today’s events, since there is no
real cause for it (undevog aitiov "Ordpyoviog mepl 0v), and in this connection we will be unable to account for this
disorderly gathering.”

129 mpocaryopevdeic KO 10D Be0D GipylepedS KOT THY TAEY MeAyioédek — Jesus’ path to acquiring the ultimate,
honorable role of king over the universe was through the suffering of death, a path which would be highly unusual for a
superordinary angelos of Yahweh. Therefore, Jesus was an ordinary human being, who earned from God the titles of
both Son and high priest by suffering death on the cross.

Paul is making the point that his readers must never abandon their belief in that which God has declared in both Psalm
2 and Psalm 110, that Jesus is both Son (Psalm 2) and priest (Psalm 110) for the sake of their eternal salvation. Thus, it
was through the Holy Spirit’s and David’s words in Psalm 110 that Jesus was “designated by God” to be a “high priest
according to the order of Melchzedek.” Paul will go on in chapter 7 to describe in more detail what it means for Jesus
to be a high priest “according to the order of Melchizedek” vs. other human beings who were and are (in Paul’s day)
priests and high priests according to the order of Levi.

In this paragraph, Paul has explained that Jesus acquired his ultimate role of high priest by qualifying for it through
suffering, something that Paul is implying that Aaron and the Levitical high priests did not have to do to gain their
responsibility. Thus, by Jesus’ suffering as he did, he went through the very human and existential process of learning
obedience to the Father and reached his own goal as the Messiah to be the high priest of those who would approach
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God to seek His mercy through him.

Paul will go on to use this idea of reaching a goal for sinful human beings, so that it becomes clear that their goal is to
approach God and gain His eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God through Jesus’ having reached his goal of
suffering death on the cross, rising from the dead, ascending from the earth in order to return one day and bring about
the eternal Kingdom of God. Consequently, the task of a sinful human being is to prepare himself for the judgment.
And it becomes clear from the rest of the Bible that the effect of a sinful human being’s obedience to God is to become
a “priest” to others, who need instruction and encouragement to approach God with repentance, belief, and obedience.
For example, God makes the entire nation of Israel a group of “priests” to the rest of the human race when He speaks
through Moses to the Israelites whom He has brought out from Egypt—

Exodus 19:5 ““Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own
possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 19:6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”

130 repi 0 moAE Uiy °6 Adyog ko Svoepunvevtog Aéyewy, Emel vodpol yeydvate Taic dkoaic — Here begins a
parenthetical section and excursus where Paul comments on the poor spiritual and intellectual condition of his readers,
hoping that they will take to heart his warning and his encouragement to continue learning and growing in their belief
in Jesus as their Messiah and high priest. He is saying that what is needed for all human beings, Jesus included as he
just described above, is staying power when it comes to belief in and obedience to God. However, these readers are
becoming “slow to respond” to what they are hearing about the gospel, which is not good. They need to be quick to
respond and, therefore, eager to implement and obey, as they continue to learn and grow in their understanding of the
biblical message.

Paul says that the explanation of Jesus as both Son and high priest according to the order of Melchizedek is moAvg,
meaning it is both extensive in explanation and great in importance for us as human beings, because it involves
understanding the relationship between passages such as Psalm 2 and Psalm 110, both of which Paul has just quoted.
He will go on to demonstrate the profundity of the explanation in chapters 7-10. Now, though, he once again exhorts
his immature readers to press on toward a more mature understanding and deeper belief in Jesus as the very human Son
of God and high priest. Both the pressure and the intimidation that have been applied by their persecutors have made it
difficult for them to respond positively to the concept of Jesus as God’s Son (cf. Hebrews 6:12).

It sounds as though Paul has already had some firsthand or at least secondhand experience with his readers’ slowness to
learn.

Bl xon yop 0@eilovieg elvon S18GoKOAOL S16 TOV XPOVOV, TEALY xpeiov Exete ToD SddoKkev VUGS "TIveL To oToLYElD:
TG GpxTg TO®V Aoyiwv ToD Be0D Kol yeydvarte xpeiov €xovies yOAmKTog °[kal] 0¥ otepeds Tpo@Tic — At this point in
their journey as believers in the Messiah, Paul’s readers ought to be able to explain what it means for the Messiah to be
both king and high priest as Paul himself understands these concepts and is explaining it in this letter, but the effect of
the persecution they are enduring has brought a dullness and reluctance both to endure the persecution and to grasp all
the important ideas of the Messiah.

Paul uses the analogy of an infant who “needs” sustenance from his mother and can handle only her breast “milk” and
not “solid food” that she may prepare for him. The child has to mature and become not only more capable in his eating
ability but also more capable in digesting and therefore using the food.

Consequently, their “need” is not entirely a good one but a bad one, i.e., one that Paul says that they should not have.
This “need” is basically that the only message that they can hear because of the intimidation from their persecutors is
what the persecutors are saying about the Old Testament, the basics of the biblical message that lacks a proper
explanation of the Messiah and how one acquires eternal life through his being their high priest at the final judgment
and to some Levite’s being such. As a result, they need to move on from the infancy of a poor and erroneous
understanding of the Old Testament and Mosaic Covenant to the maturity of a more accurate and detailed explanation
of the Old Testament (cf. 5:13-6:2), the Mosaic Covenant, and the New Covenant—as he will go on to explain.
Therefore, their current “need” is not really a need but a lack. They lack of full grasp of the biblical message that
includes exactly who is the Messiah and how Jesus of Nazareth fits the necessary criteria for this role in God’s story.
132 m6ic youp 6 petéymv yEAoKTog Emelpog Adyov dikaiosvvng, vimiog Y&p T éotiv — Again usging the metaphor of a
child and the food he receives from his mother, Paul is referring to the person who lacks the proper skill that comes
from working diligently and arduously with the Old Testament in order to connect the dots of the various passages that
paint a whole picture regarding the Messiah and eternal salvation, including a proper understanding of grace. This is the
“infant” in comparison to the adult who can eat all kinds of food in order to sustain himself in life. Indeed, it is through
belief in the complete and accurate message of the Messiah that a person acquires eternal forgiveness and the promise
of the Kingdom of God, both the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel and eternal life on the new earth, which all is at
the heart of this message.

Notice that dreipog comes from the same root as wepdm = test, approve.

Also Adyov dikaioovvng could be either “the message of justification” or “the message of righteousness,” meaning
either the biblical ideas whereby belief in them results in justification before God or the biblical ideas whereby belief in
them means that a person is doing the right thing. Both meanings seem to fit with the context, but I lean towards the
first one that is the result of proper understanding when someone believes the biblical message as accurately and fully
as possible.
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133 tedelmv 8¢ €o0Tv 1| oTEPER TPOPN, TOV S1& THV EEWV TO CIGONTHPLO, YEYVUVOGUEVE, EXOVIMV TPOG SLEKPIGY KOAOD
te kol kokod — Paul is referring to theologically mature people who are fully committed to their goal of eternal mercy,
so that they have worked long and hard at understanding the extensive message of God’s project involving a Messiah
who is both king and high priest. This is the “solid food” that only the mature of thought can grasp, so that their mental
faculties have been adequately trained to discern “good” ideas from “evil” ideas, i.e., theological truth from error.

This is what he is most concerned about for them in addition to the perseverance of their belief. A theologically mature
person understands the “good” of the message of the gospel of Jesus as the very human Messiah and high priest, while
a theological infant holds on to the “evil” of Paul’s readers’ Jewish persecutors by rejecting the proper explanation of
God’s message, thinking that the Messiah has to be a superordinary being, an angelos of Yahweh, and that the idea of
the Messiah does not connect to the idea of high priest via suffering death on a cross. In other words, it takes
competence and proficiency of thought to think through and learn the various components of the Old Testament
message that result in a person’s truly knowing and following the truth.

Cf. Hebrews 9:8ff.

The theologically mature person can also be said to be a sinful human being who really is on his way to reaching his
goal, i.e., the goal of eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God (cf. Hebrews 7:11, etc.).

134 810 dpévtec 1OV THS Gpyiic T00 Xprotod Adyov — It seems that for most modern Christians, the word “Christ” did
not become relevant in biblical history until Jesus arrived on the scene so that they interpret Paul as speaking of Jesus
and Christianity in this verse—that the Hebrew Christians need to move on from an immature understanding of
Christianity (for example, from the “simple” idea of eternal salvation) to a more indepth understanding (for example, to
speaking in tongues and healing those who are sick). However, the word “Christ” is the same as the word Messiah,
which was a relevant term meaning Anointed One in Old Testament Israel regarding the special roles from God of
priests, kings, and prophets.

Therefore, it makes more sense that Paul is not referring to the message of Jesus Christ per se, i.e., the message of Jesus
as the Messiah, but to the explanation of the Messiah and eternal salvation in the Old Testament, through which it
becomes natural and logical to conclude that Jesus is the Messiah as king and high priest, who suffered death on the
cross and rose from the dead, and that we are saved by grace and not by outwardly following the ceremonial
commandments of the Mosaic Covenant.

Paul would have been quite happy for his readers at least to embrace the beginning of the message of Jesus as the
Messiah, but they were considering giving up altogether belief in this message. As a result, Paul wants his readers to
leave behind the basics of the message of the Messiah as taught in the Old Testament, even in the Mosaic Covenant,
and move on to a more mature understanding of this message as taught in the Old Testament. As a result, he brings
together Psalm 2 (that the Son of God is king and ruler of Israel and of the whole world) and Psalm 110 (that the final
ruler of Israel is a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek) in Hebrews 5:5,6 before he heads into a lengthy
explanation of the connection between the ideas in these psalms in chapters 7-10.

For Paul, the written message regarding the Messiah begins and ends in the Old Testament (since the New Testament
did not yet exist), to which, of course, the Jews had access. While Paul had learned from the OT what it says about
Jesus as the Messiah (because he fits all the necessary criteria), the same is true of Jesus, that he based his
understanding of himself on the Old Testament. For example, there is John 5:39, “You search the Scriptures because
you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about me [emphasis mine].” In other words, Jesus
obtained his understanding of what it meant for him to be the Messiah from the Old Testament just as much as Paul did
about Jesus and his role as the Messiah. And Paul is saying that his readers need to move on from a basic and erroneous
Judaistic understanding of the Messiah derived from the Old Testament, i.e., that he is coming and makes relevant only
the basic concepts that Paul lists in vs. 1 & 2, to an accurate and fuller understanding that covers the extent of the
concept of the Messiah as both eternal king and high priest. This latter understanding will then lead them to embrace
the very human Jesus as the Messiah and to count strictly on God’s grace.

135 ¢mi thv tederdtnror pepdpeda — The word pepoduedo can mean literally “let us carry,” but it can also mean “let us
move on,” which is how, like others. I translate it, mainly “let us move ourselves along” with the additional reflexive
idea by using the word “ourselves” also.

The prepositional phrase érxi thv tedetdtnta can mean “to perfection/completeness/the goal,” and I think that Paul is
talking about his goal for his readers (and that would include himself), which is to gain eternal life that comes from
having grasped completely what it means for the Messiah to be a high priest and for Jesus (as a man who suffered death
on the cross) to be this unique and only Messiah and high priest.

Thus, Paul is exhorting his readers and even himself to head diligently in the direction of their goal, “to being well of
[their] way to” it, which, in the short term on earth, involves biblical, “adult” knowledge and moral behavior that come
from fully embracing Jesus as the Messiah. In the long term, their goal is to move beyond a basic knowledge of
Judaism and the Mosaic Covenant from the Old Testament to a sound, Old Testament knowledge of the Messiah,
which makes it clear that Jesus uniquely is both the final Son of God and the Melchizedekan high priest. In turn, this
will lead to the final goal for a sinful human being of acquiring eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God through
Jesus and the New Covenant—and not through sacrifices and offerings of bulls and goats as prescribed by the Mosaic
Covenant.

136 un médwv Bepéhov kataforlonevol petavoiog &md vekpdv épyov kol Tioteng &ml 0eév — Correctly, the Jews
were aware of the Old Testament’s and Mosaic Covenant’s call for them (and all human beings) to repent (uetavoiog)
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and appeal to God for mercy because of rebellious actions that they have committed in violation of His moral
commandments and that lead to a person’s deserving His eternal condemnation and death, i.e., “for actions that deserve
death (o vexpdv épywv). Also, clearly and obviously, the Mosaic Covenant and the whole rest of the Old Testament
call for the Jews (and all others) to believe in the one true God (ko nictewg £nt 6edv). But these are only foundational
(6spérov) concepts on top of which a proper and complete understanding of the Messiah as presented in the Old
Testament should be built.

In other words, Paul’s concern is not that they understand the OT in regard to repentance of sin and belief in God,
because his readers’ Jewish persecutors appeared to be practicing these authentically. He is concerned with connecting
this concepts and practices to Jesus as the one and only Messiah who is both king and high priest. Of course, they
should grasp the significance of everything in the Mosaic Covenant, but they should see these things as only the
“beginning” of what the OT is talking about in regard to the Messiah, because he is the main point!

37 Bamtiondv 8180y fic — The Mosaic Covenant in the Old Testament teaches the Jews to perform ritual cleansings as
part of their obedience to God. But these are merely the beginning of God’s teaching that should end with completely
understanding who and what the Messiah is all about. Meanwhile, the unbelieving Jews must be emphasizing ritual,
water cleansings above understanding the Messiah, which is understandable because of their lack of changed hearts that
would make them aware of the profundity and importance of their inner sin in contrast to our tendency as human beings
to emphasize outward rituals.

The word Banticuog is not used in the Septuagint.

Leviticus 14:8 regarding the cleansing of a leper, “The one to be cleansed shall then wash his clothes (1";!.:(:;1_ﬂ§$
1ﬁ@r‘;3ﬂ b:m) (ko TAVVEL 0 KoBpLoBelg TO indTioe avtod) and shave off all his hair and bathe in water (\D’,‘TQ;
Y77 and be clean (771D7). Now afterward, he may enter the camp, but he shall stay outside his tent for seven days.”
138 ¢mibcede 1e xewpdv — Laying on of hands of animals by the Jewish priests, especially the high priests, was an
important outward act of obedience to the Mosaic Covenant and the Old Testament as a means for the Israelites to
demonstrate their desire to receive God’s blessings. Meanwhile, the unbelieving Jews must be emphasizing this ritual
as the means to earn God’s temporary and eternal mercy in contrast to Jesus’ offering himself as a high priest for this
purpose.

Exodus 29:10, “Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on
the head of the bull (727 tzf&j"?:_] QIO 17327 DHN '[DQT) (ko émBnoovotv Aapmv Kot 01 VIOl avTOD TOG
XEWPOG AVTAV ETL TNV KEPAANV TOD péGX0V).” ‘

Leviticus 16:21, “Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat (*I171 'JQH C:fN'j ﬂ] [T'Tl;] m
'ﬂCJ_ﬂN ]73& '[DQT) (ko émOfoer Aapov TaG XEPUG ATV EXL THY KEQPUANY TOD X1udpov T0d {dvTog), and
confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall
lay them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands in readiness.”
This second verse pertains to Aaron as the high priest of that time and the day of atonement for the entire nation of
Israel as they sought God’s mercy and forgiveness for themselves.

139 gvaotdoedg °te vekpdv kol kpipatog aioviov — The Old Testament does not mention resurrection from the dead
and aionic judgment and life as often as the New Testament does. But these concepts are there to be found and
understood by the Jewish students of the Bible. Thus, the unbelieving Jews must have been convinced that they had
made themselves worthy of both resurrection from the dead and escape from the judgment and condemnation of God
through their diligent obedience to the Mosaic Covenant, therefore not needing a crucified Messiah to be the basis for
these.

Isaiah 26:29, “Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, for your
dew is as the dew of the dawn, and the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.”

All these things were what not only the Old Testament but also the Judaism of Paul’s day taught. And they were the
focus of his readers’ persecutors. However, as Paul is demonstrating, these things also fall short of a complete
understanding of the Old Testament and the Messiah as Son of God and high priest—where Jesus is the only man
whose life and experience fit the description in the OT regarding the Son and high priest.

140 o ToDT0 "TOMGONEY, EGvTep EmTpém 6 Bedc — Paul states the biblical fact that his readers and he will reach
maturity, i.e., their goal of 6:1 of eternal life, by fully and accurately understanding what the Old Testament teaches
about the Messiah—only if this is part of God’s sovereign and eternal plan. This is to say that they will fully grasp the
message of the Messiah, with Jesus as king of Israel and their high priest according to the order of Melchizedek (5:10),
and then gain eternal life only if God in His grace allows, because ultimately it is up to Him as to whether or not any
human being fully embraces the biblical truth and perseveres in belief throughout his life for the sake of obtaining
participation in the eternal Kingdom of God.

All the NT authors continually emphasize this point. It is a definite check on human presumption in regard to anything
good that occurs in our lives.

John 16:7.8, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper (0
nopdxintog = the Helper/Persuader) will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He
comes, will convict (éAéy&el = convince) the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”

Here Jesus states that it is God through His activity within the creation who causes both the apostles to be fully
persuaded of what he has taught them and the world to become convinced of the apostolic message of God’s
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perspective on human sinfulness that will result in His eternal condemnation if people do not embrace salvation
through the Jewish Messiah.

141 1ov¢ Gmag poticoéviac — Here, the “enlightening” to which Paul is referring is not that someone’s heart has been
completely changed by the Spirit of God when they heard the gospel message, because this is the kind of person who
remains committed to the gospel because of God’s faithfulness and grace in spite of persecution any other kind of
pressure on his belief to give it up.

Instead, Paul is referring to those who have at least been exposed enough to the NT message of Jesus the Messiah to
make an informed decision to change from an erroneous and superficial Judaistic perspective on the Old Testament’s
information regarding the Messiah and sinfulness to an accurate perspective that includes acknowledging the
profundity of one’s sinfulness, belief in Jesus as the Messiah, and recognizing the significant consequences of eternal
life or death that come from believing or rejecting this perspective.

In other words, there is great enlightenment in the proclaiming of the message of the gospel in a dark, dark world of lies
and false beliefs. And there will be people who seem to embrace the message, when perhaps they actually have not.
142 yevoapévoug 1e Tiig dwpedc Ti¢ émovpaviov — Here, Paul is referring to those who have been exposed, through
Jesus the Son and through his apostles, to God’s gift of the message of Jesus’ Messiahship and salvation on account of
his death and from the eternal consequences of sinfulness. The t¢ indicates that the three phrases that follow, “tasting
the gift of heaven,” “becoming partners with the Holy Spirit,” and “tasting the good message of God” are subordinate
to and explanatory of the clause “who once were enlightened.”

193 ol petdyovg yevnOéviog mvedpotog dyiov — Paul is referring to those who, to a great degree, have matched
intellectually the Holy Spirit’s (God’s) grasp of the NT gospel message, but they probably lack the proper inwardness
to embrace the message for the sake of their eternal salvation.

He will go on to say that they have “tasted” but not really ingested and embraced the gospel message of Jesus as the
Messiah.

144 o koAOV yevoouévoug 820 piipar Suvdpelg te pEALOVTOS aidvog —

The te indicates that the phrase “the powerful effects of it of the coming age” is subordinate to and explanatory of the
phrase “the good message of God.”

Paul is referring to those who have intellectually come to grips with the NT message and that there are serious and
eternal effects regarding believing it or rejecting it, i.e., of eternal life or eternal death respectively, starting with the
restoration of the Kingdom of Israel and then into to the time of the new and eternal earth. Nevertheless, they are
probably choosing to reject the message, even though they know (as Paul describes in Romans 1) that they will incur
God’s condemnation and eternal death.

In this context involving Jews, their rejection of Jesus as the Messiah would be because they have been relying on the
Mosaic Covenant and its animal sacrifices to provide them with eternal mercy, and they are choosing to go back to
these alone as their means to gain God’s eternal mercy.

Matthew 12:32 regarding the phrase “coming age,” i.e., “Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be
forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to
come (0V1e &V TOVT® TA ai®VL 0UTE €V 1@ péALovTt).”

Ephesians 1:21 also regarding the phrase “coming age,” i.e., “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come (00 pévov v 1@ aidvL ToVTE GAAG Kol
&v 1® péddovtt).”

145 o mapaneséviag — Here is the bottom line for those who might reject Jesus as the Messiah, specifically after
hearing the gospel that declares that he is. The real problem, Paul is saying, is that the Jewish “believer” is not really a
believer. He has acquired all sorts of good, solid, biblical knowledge and understanding, while engaging in all sorts of
apparent, good biblical behavior and obedience to God. Yet, he has taken what he now grasps intellectually of the NT
message and willfully chooses to reject it.

Therefore, by deduction, neither his knowledge nor his obedience is actually biblical. He never had a changed heart by
the Spirit of God, so that it is humanly impossible to renew him to Christian repentance. Only God, theoretically, could
do this, because He is in control of the orientation of people’s hearts.

146 g8vvatov...maAv dvakoivilewy gig petdvoray — Certainly, it is not impossible for God to shape His story in such a
way that He grants faith to someone who never had faith or who strengthens the faith of someone who is in the process
of giving his up in the face of persecution—like Paul’s readers. But, humanly speaking, if a person remains entrenched
in unbelief, after grasping intellectually or at least giving intellectual assent to the messages 1) of Jesus as Messiah and
high priest, 2) of the profundity of human sinfulness, and 3) of the consequences of either eternal life or death that
come from believing the message or rejecting it, it is hard to call someone back from this.

In addition, in the instance of someone’s having initially responded positively to the NT message but then having
changed their minds by rejecting the message, it becomes humanly impossible to renew them to embracing the message
authentically and to genuine, Christian repentance—as opposed to erroneous, Jewish repentance that cannot persevere
in embracing Jesus as the Messiah.

This is what I think that Paul means here by the fact that it is &dvvatov = impossible to “renew again to repentance”
someone who has rejected his belief in God and Jesus once he sets his heart to avoid persecution to the degree that Paul
is referring in this passage. They have let themselves slip into unbelief and rebellion against God, and, humanly
speaking, there is no turning back. This is how precarious the situation is for them. Neverthelewss, of course God can
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cause them to persevere in belief, which is exactly what they are going to need if they arrive at the theoretical point in
their heart and faith to which Paul is referring here.

147 gvaiotarupodviag EavToic TOV VIOV T0D B0 Kol mapadetyuatiioviag — Anyone who intellectually grasps the
message of the profundity of human sinfulness along with Jesus’ role as Messiah and high priest who has suffered
death on the cross and then rejects this message is, in effect, hanging Jesus on the cross again. They are “crucifying”
him “again for themselves” Jesus, who is the “Son of God,” the Messiah and basis for eternal salvation from God’s
wrath and punishment of destruction.

Like Jesus’ first opponents in the Jewish community and the Roman Empire who executed him by crucifixion, the
person in Paul’s day (and ours, too) who refuses to embrace Jesus as the Messiah might as well be hammering the nails
into Jesus’ hands and feet again. He is saying a loud and emphatic “No” to Jesus, so as to give up the ultimate “goal” of
eternal mercy. He is settling for something far less than it—wrath and eternal destruction from God as his recompense
and wage for sinning against God.

Thus, Paul is saying that anyone who remains in this state of willful rejection of the NT message puts himself in a
position whereby it is very difficult humanly speaking to believe the message again because of his intentionally
hardening his heart.

148 vij yop M moBoa TOV €T VTG EpYOUEVOV TOAAGKIC DETOV KOl TikTovso, BoTdvny e¥BeTOV £Keivolg ST 0Dg Kol
yempyeital, petaloupdver evroyiog dmo tod 6eod — Paul uses an agricultural metaphor to illustrate the point that he
has made in vs. 1-6. Everyone knows that seeds that reside in the ground sprout and grow as a result of rain that
nourishes them and provides them with the ability to grow. Paul then adds the fact that, in a sense, God praises the
seeds for the growth from the rain.

In the same way, those who embrace with authentic belief that Jesus is both the Messiah and high priest of their
existences as sinful human beings will continue to grow in their understanding of him, in their repentance, and in the
firmness of their belief, with the result that God eventually, at the end of the present realm, praises them and grants
them their ultimate goal of eternal life in the Kingdom of God. These sinful human beings were dead seeds in the
ground who needed the rain of the truth. And when it came into them and nourished them properly by their embracing
it and living their lives on the basis of it, they grew towards being harvested for the eternal Kingdom of God when it
arrives when Jesus returns.

149 gk pépovca 8¢ GKavOOC Kol TPIPOAOVE, BSOKIIOG KO KTapag £yyve, Mg TO TéAog eig kabotv — In contrast to the
those of the previous verse, the sinful Jews (and all other sinful human beings) who hear the NT message, grasp it
intellectually, and then reject it, never to embrace it at all or again for the purpose of enduring in their faith in it, are
“close to burning” and will eventually incur God’s eternal condemnation and destruction—if they continue in this
manner in their hearts and minds.

This is like the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-23. Here in Hebrews, Paul is referring to mainly the second and
fourth soils and seeds. The second are those who immediately receive the gospel with joy, but not having any firm root
in themselves, when affliction or persecution arises, they reject the gospel. The fourth are those who understand the
gospel, grasp it with an “infinite passion for the infinite” (as Kierkegaard calls it), and go on to bear fruit with it in their
lives respectively, thus implying that they achieve the ultimate goal of the Kingdom of God.

130 remeioueda 8¢ mept HDUAV, "dyamnTOl, TO Kpeiosova kal ExOuevo coTnpiog, &l kol ovtog Aatoduev — To the
degree that it is possible for a human being to evaluate the authenticity of the belief of another human being, Paul is
convinced that his readers are genuine Christians, so that they will learn from this letter exactly what it means for Jesus
to be the crucified high priest as the Messiah and to heed Paul’s exhortation to persevere in their belief in him, resulting
in their neternal salvation. Thus, “even though” Paul is warning against giving up their faith, he is convinced that they
will not.

He will go on to say that the reason why he is convinced (neneioueda) of his readers’ salvation is because they have
already gone through a period of working and loving others in a Christian way (cf. Hebrews 10:32-34 quoted below).
In other words, their faith has been quite tested, and they genuinely seem to have come through the difficult time with
their faith in tact. Nevertheless, they are now wavering and need to persevere again in their faith.

The issue is the Messiah’s ontology and role—

1) Is he a supernatural angelos and theophany of Yahweh like the burning bush who does not suffer, but who only
mightily destroys Israel’s enemies?

2) Or is he a real human being who dies on a cross and becomes the high priest of sinners by having offered himself as
a sacrifice to God, plus he eventually destroys Israel’s earthly enemies?

Paul is arguing the latter and is explaining as such from Psalm 2, Psalm 110, and the New Covenant of Jeremiah 3:31-
34.

Hebrews 10:32 Therefore, remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great struggle of
sufferings—10:33 on the one hand, by being put to public shame with insults and tribulations, and on the other hand,
by becoming participants with those whose lives were thus turned upside down. 10:34 Indeed, you showed sympathy to
the prisoners, and you accepted with joy the seizure of your possessions, because you yourselves knew that you have a
better possession and one that remains.

31 00 yap @dikog 6 Bedc EmAOécOon ToD Epyov UGV Ko T THS Gydmng "¢ évedeitaohe eig TO Gvopo adToD,
Srakovicavteg toig ayiowg kal drakovovvieg — Genuine, inwardly sourced love of fellow believers is intimately tied
to a mature knowledge of the message of the Messiah, and Paul has become convinced of the authenticity of the belief
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of his Jewish readers by virtue of their mutual care and concern since the time of their initially believing the gospel.
Thus, he is speaking of a salvation by works of sorts, in the sense that love and care for fellow Christians demonstrate
authentic inwardness and belief in Jesus as the Messiah, both of which result in eternal life. Paul will mention these
Christians’ specific love for others in Hebrews 10:32-34.

1 John also addresses the same issue.

As a result, Paul (and John) is implying that their genuine love for one another should lead to their accepting his
exhortation to believe what he is teaching them in this letter about Jesus as the Messiah and high priest, who suffered
death on the cross. Their genuine love and serving one another is theologically and biblically tied to their genuinely
believing God for the truth about Jesus as Messiah and high priest.

God does not reject those who have authentic inwardness with belief and obedience that manifests itself in serving one
another. If He did, He would be evil and unjust (&&1rog).

152 mpog THv mAnpogopiow Tiic éAmidoc — Paul is saying that their diligent and eager serving of their fellow Christians to
the end of their lives should and will occur for the purpose of their embracing and being completely confident in the
NT message that proclaims the inviolability of God’s promise to grant eternal salvation to authentic believers (cf.
Hebrews 10:22). Counting on God’s promise regarding the future and His faithfulness to cause authentic believers to
acquire what He has in store in the future is the only way to stay motivated to obey Him in the midst of pain and
suffering. Thus, along with their genuine love should be a confident and eager hope and expectation of eternal mercy
and life that comes from understanding exactly what Jesus the Messiah is about such that he has reached his goal and
can be their high priest. Likewise, they will reach their goal through his intervention before God at the final judgment,
i.e., when he returns to restore the Kingdom of Israel and initiate the eternal Kingdom of God.

133 ¢miBopodpev 8¢ ExaoTov DUV THY AdTV EveikvucOol 6Tovdnv TpOg TV TANpo@opioy Thig "EATISoc dypt
téhovg — Paul is exhorting these discouraged believers to engage now in the same eager diligence of serving and caring
for their fellow Christians as they did in the past, which he will describe more specifically in Hebrews 10:32-34. Keep
that persevering belief, moral obedience, kindness, caring, and serving one another going!

These Christians probably have become reluctant to do so because of the intensity of the persecution that they are
experiencing. It keeps increasing and has made them less enthusiastic about Christianity and exposing themselves to
more persecution as a result of helping their fellow Christians. But Paul is emphatic. It is only by constantly renewing
their enthusiasm for belief and serving that they will receive eternal life as promised by the NT message.

154 {vo, um vobpot yévnooe — Paul is hoping that his readers consider carefully God’s promise of eternal life to those
who believe all the truth to which He exposes them, so that they can then respond immediately and positively to the
extensive message of the Messiah as king and priest that he is presenting them. He already said in 5:11 that they are
slow to respond to the truth, and he is exhorting them to become quick to respond.

Hebrews 5:11 Concerning him, the message is great for us and yet hard to explain, because you have become slow to
respond to things that you hear (¢nel vo@poi yeyovate taig dkoaic).

I35 umtan 88 1@V 16 TioTemg KoL porkpobvpiog kAnpovopovvimv tac émayyeiiog — Paul wants his readers to act
like all those who, since Abraham, received the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant promises by virtue of their
patient, persevering belief (81 mictemg koi pokpodupiog) that authentically mimicked Abraham’s. Abraham initially
received God’s speaking the promises to him (especially the promise of eternal life), and God said that those who are
like Abraham in terms of their belief will also obtain the fulfillment of these promises. Thus, Abraham both believed
God for His promises and patiently waited for their fulfillment, as Paul will go on to talk about in more detail in
Hebrews 11.

Paul states that it takes great patience to wait for God to fulfill His promises and to finish giving authentic believers the
“great nation” of Israel and life in the eternal Kingdom of God, especially in the face of all the suffering on earth that
Christians are prone to experience in association with their Messiah, who also suffered greatly through his trial and
crucifixion.

136 T@ yap "APpaitip EmoryyelldpLevog 6 0e0c, £mel Kot 00devog eiyev petlovog opdcor, dpocev ko ovtod — Paul
first mentioned Abraham in 2:16—

Hebrews 2:16 For, of course, he does not provide help to angeloi, but he provides help to the seed of Abraham.

Jesus’ work of dying, rising from the dead, ascending from the earth, and returning to established the Kingdom of Israel
on the earth is for the “seed of Abraham,” because it was within the promises that God made to Abraham that we find
the foundation of what God has been doing and will continue to do within human history. This then is the second time
that Paul mentions Abraham explicitly. He will also become an important part of his argument in chapter 7 and again in
chapter 11.

“For” may not be the best way to translate yap as Paul goes on to make the point of why it is that receiving the same
promises that God gave to Abraham has such tremendous benefit for those who have authentic belief and patience—
because God actually had future believers in mind when He swore an oath to Abraham in order to guarantee the
certainty of His fulfilling His promises to him and them. In other words, Paul here wants that much more to encourage
his readers, two thousand years after God’s promise to Abraham and Abraham’s belief and patience, to imitate him in
regard to the truth of Jesus as Messiah and high priest so that they obtain the promises also.

The process of God’s making His promise(s) to Abraham began much earlier in his life when God called Abraham to
leave Ur and travel to Canaan (cf. Genesis 11 & 12). But God repeated and “made” the promise in Genesis 22 when He
tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice Isaac and then swore an oath to Abraham in order to “guarantee” the
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promise with even future believers in mind.

I think that we can say that Paul has mainly future Jewish believers in mind here in this letter, even though he knows
that Gentile believers figure equally into God’s fulfilling His promises for the sake of life in the eternal Kingdom of
God. But God is saying in Genesis 22 that He will cause Abraham’s descendants to become numerous as those who
will inherit first the promise of becoming the “great nation” of Israel and second the promise of gaining eternal life.
And He says this with both a statement of promise as in Genesis 12 and statement of oath in Genesis 22—thus doubling
His commitment and the sense of assurance that those who believe Him for the promise can have. Certainly, Paul’s
immediate readers need this extra assurance in the midst of the persecution they are enduring that is making them
question whether or not it is worth it to continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah.

Genesis 22:15-18, “Then the angel of Yahweh called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 22:16 and said, ‘By

you have done this thing (M7 1277708 DBY N 1Y) (00 eivexev énoinoag o pipa 10070) and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 22:17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the
stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.
22:18 In your seed all the nations of the carth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice (292 Ny TN
:‘.PJJ) (&v®’ v vrrrkovsog Thg dufic eovig).””

7 ) éyov ‘el pnv edLoydv eDA0YHom oe KoL TANBVVOVY TANBLVG o — If we look at the whole statement that God
makes to Abraham, we see that He states this promise after He has sworn His oath — Genesis 22:15-18 “Then the angel
of Yahweh called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 22:16 and said, ‘By Myself | have sworn, declares Yahweh,
because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 22:17 indeed I will greatly bless you
(M unv edLoydV evLoYNcm G KoL TANOVVOY TANOVV® 10 omépua cov), and I will greatly multiply your seed as the
stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.
22:18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.””

Therefore, God backs up His promise to make Abraham and his descendants eventually the “great nation” of Genesis
12:1-3 with the oath, thus making the promise doubly certain, even though, theologically, it is completely unnecessary
for God to do so.

His promise is good enough to ensure His fulfilling it. But now Abraham and those who read the account in Genesis 12
(and this letter by Paul) have a double sense of assurance that God will follow through and grant to Jewish believers
(and Gentile believers) the fact of participating in the restored Kingdom of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God,
starting with Jesus’ return.

158 ot oBTg porkpodouncag émétvyey Tic émaryyediog — Paul has commented in v. 12 that it is those who “through
belief and patience” who inherit the fulfillment of God’s promises. Here, he makes another and somewhat parenthetical
statement to the effect that Abraham’s patient belief in God’s promises, including his being willing to sacrifice his son
Isaac, results in his obtaining the fulfillment of His promises to him sometime after God had sworn the oath and made
the promise again.

It probably makes more sense to translate the aorist énétvyev of émtvyydve with the present tense “obtains” as I have
done.

Of course, God’s fulfillment of the promise of first the “great nation” of Israel and second the eternal earth of
Revelation 21-22 occurs long after this event in Abraham’s life. But Paul is saying that it is as good as done for him
because of his belief and patience in waiting for God to carry out His eternal plans and purposes in His own time—
which requires great belief and patience by any believer as we continue to wait for Him to fulfill His promises.
Admittedly, waiting patiently in a world that is as hostile to God and biblical truth as we have seen throughout human
history is not easy—but vitally necessary in order to gain the eternal Kingdom of God. Therefore, it is this same belief
and patience of Abraham that Paul wants his readers to perform for the sake of their becoming blessed with Abraham.
139 Gvopomol T yop kot ToD peilovog OuvHoVeLY Kol TEoNS adToig dvTihoyiog mépag eic Befaimoiy 6 Gprog —
Verses 16-20 are one long sentence to emphasize how significant it was that God swore an oath in Genesis 22 in
addition to having promised to Abraham what He did in Genesis 12. Paul goes on here to comment that there exists a
cultural norm among human beings within both a pagan society and Judaism of swearing to the gods (God) when
wanting to back up and guarantee a statement and/or promise that a person makes.

Therefore, if God swears an oath regarding promises that He has already made, it is a huge deal, absolutely eliminating
any question of God’s fulfilling His promises (as if there were any question). If there were any question that God was
going to fulfill His promises to Abraham, then this question is eliminated by His having sworn an oath in addition to
having made the promises. It would be as though Abraham disputed God’s intentions to fulfill His promises, so that
then God swears an oath to God, i.e., to Himself, to demonstrate to Abraham how serious He is. And Paul says that the
dispute is now null and void, because surely God’s oath is that much more of a guarantee than His promise (or any
human being’s promise) —even though the oath is superfluous in the final analysis when we are talking about GOD!
160 2y @ rmeprocdTEPOV FPovAdpEVOC 6 BeOC "Emdeiton Tolg KANPOVOpOLS THg emaryyeliog TO GueTdOeTov THe BOVATG
ovTtoD éuecitevoev Gpkw — The “heirs of the promise” are those who qualify for the fulfillment of the promise, i.e.,
those who authentically mimick Abraham’s belief, both within the Jewish community, because they themselves are
fulfillments of the promise that Abraham would have many descendants and eventually acquire the status of “great
nation” in the world, and within the Gentile community, because they are individual fulfillments of the the promise that
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through him all the families of the earth would be blessed with eternal life.

Paul is saying that God’s purpose for responding to Abraham’s belief by swearing an oath regarding His promises was
for the believing “descendants” of Abraham (both Jews and Gentiles), that they may understand even better and feel
just that much more assured of the certainty of God’s fulfilling His promises. Thus, they, too, can count on them with a
confidence equal to that of Abraham’s. God, therefore, will definitely fulfill His promises for Paul’s readers just as He
fulfilled them for Abraham.

What we have then is this—after first making the promises to Abraham in Genesis 12 and confirming them through the
covenant ceremony in Genesis 15, God swore an oath in Genesis 22 in the midst of repeating the promises (cf. v. 17) in
order to “guarantee” that He would fulfill His promises. Only the first action on God’s part, the making of the promises
in Genesis 12, was necessary to ensure that He would fulfill these promises. However, God made it doubly clear that
He would do so via the promise of Genesis 12 and the oath in Genesis 22, not to mention the significance of the
covenant ceremony in Genesis 15. This explanation of the oath to Abraham will allow Paul to refer to this same
concept in 7:20-22 with respect to the Messiah himself.

In this way, God revealed that He “desired even more to demonstrate to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness
of His purpose.” In other words, Paul is saying that the whole event of testing and demonstrating with clear evidence
Abraham’s belief was not for God but for Abraham and those who would follow him in history who would imitate his
belief. God has demonstrated to them the “unchangeableness of His purpose” to make the Jews the most powerful
nation in human history and to grant to both believing Jews and believing Gentiles an eternal Kingdom under Jesus’
rule.

161 fyor $1d 80 TPOYUGTOV GUETAUOETOV, £V 01 GdVVOTOV WevoacBal °[Tov] Bedv, ioxvpav TapdkAncy Exouev ol
KaTa@uyovTteg kpotfica Tiig mpokenévng éanidog — Paul is commenting on the purpose for which God both made a
promise to Abraham about eternal life and swore an oath to him. It was so that Abraham and anyone in the future who
wants to escape God’s eternal condemnation and finds out about these two events would have just that much more
certainty in their belief to be encouraged that He was going to fulfill His promises that would include them as authentic
believers.

Understandably, therefore, the only way that it makes sense for sinful human beings to reach out metaphorically and
seize the message of eternal life is if it is presented to them from God on the basis of His guaranteed faithfulness to His
promises. Through the means of the Bible, we know that God has made His faithfulness clear, not only by making the
promises of Genesis 12:1-3, but also by swearing the oath of Genesis 22:15ff. to fulfill them.

The promise of Genesis 12 is one of two “unchangeable things,” and the oath of Genesis 22 is the second of two
“unchangeable things.” And it is both of these that obviously makes it “impossible for God to lie,” even though one of
them is sufficient for this purpose.

Paul is always “fleeing from [the] danger” of God’s wrath, condemnation, and eternal destruction through his own
belief, while his readers (and any authentic believers in God) are doing the same. Thus, they all “may have strong
encouragement to seize the hope [of the fulfillment of God’s promises] that is set before” them by the biblical message,
going back to Genesis 12 and watching what God does in the history of the Jews and the story of Jesus who has finally
appeared as their Messiah, king, and high priest. In this way also, the “hope” is a means to wait expectantly for God to
finish His project of bringing about the Kingdom of Israel and of God. And this “hope” is always out there in the future
until Jesus returns and it is finally realized. Meanwhile, we all wait and wait and wait—with “patience,” eagerness and
confident expectation.

Paul now repeats this message of the guaranteed promise by God and from God and clarifies this through his comments
about the Son, Jesus the Messiah, because he has fulfilled his initial responsibility of suffering death on the cross in
order to rise from the dead and ascend from the earth to wait for his return at a later date and bring about the “great
nation” and eternal life of the Abrahamic promises.

162 {v id¢ drykvpav "Exopev THS Wuxiic GoaAi Te ko BePoioy kol eicepyopévny gl O £660TEPOV TOD
katanetdopotos — The feminine accusative relative pronoun fjv obviously refers to the word “hope” in 18, so that it is
this absolute, guaranteed certainty of God’s mercy through His promises and oath which “anchors” people to this
mercy through their persevering belief in Jesus as the Messiah. People fortunately get stuck in God’s promise and oath
as that which gives them hope that they will obtain the fulfillment of His promises.

Also, this “hope” and expectation is not only “sure and certain” as God is sure and certain, but it is also something that
“enters inside the veil,” meaning that God’s guarantee of eternal life, especially through Jesus and his role as the
Messiah, is a kind of Holy of Holies in the temple of God, where human beings somehow appear before God and
receive His complete mercy in contrast to incurring His wrath, condemnation, and eternal destruction.

Paul will go on in the next verse to say that through Jesus’ suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension, he precedes
believers into the courtroom and God’s presence to plead for mercy on their behalf. The anchored hope that they have,
i.e., the guaranteed fulfillment of God’s promises of the “great nation” and eternal life in Genesis 12:1-3, guarantees
God’s eternal mercy on their behalf, because their high priest goes into God’s presence to intervene for them and for all
eternity (cf. Leviticus 16 and Hebrews 8-10).

This allows authentic believers to be anchored in their “existence” as they go through this life and wait patiently for
obtaining the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham.

163 §mov TPéSpopog Ve NUAV eicTiABev Tnoodg katd TV TAEW Melyioédek Gpyiepeds YEVOUEVOS €1 TOV MV, —
Jesus precedes believers into the Holy of Holies, the place where God resides in the temple and where mercy can be
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appealed for in His presence. Thus, Jesus enters into the courtroom of the final judgment and into the eternal Kingdom
of God. While he precedes believers, he also assuredly appeals to the Father for mercy on their behalf as their advocate
and helper (cf. 1 John 2:1-2).

As a result, Paul makes Jesus a theological part of God’s “oath” to Abraham and the guarantee that God was
demonstrating to “the heirs of the promise.” In effect, God guaranteed (to Abraham) that Jesus would come along as
the Messiah in order to appeal to Him for mercy on his behalf and on behalf of all believers. Having entered inside the
curtain of the heavenly and eternal temple, so to speak, Jesus appeals for the sake of repentant sinners for God’s mercy
at the final judgment (cf. Hebrews 9:3; 10:20).

Consequently, by virtue of both the Abrahamic promise/oath/guarantee and Jesus’ death to become a high priest, sinful
human beings can say that their “hope” of eternal life is as “sure and certain” as God’ existence, because the eternal
high priest, Jesus, has qualified to intervene for them. In this way, they receive God’s mercy into the next and final age,
while Paul will go on to show that Levitical priests cannot bring about this result. Indeed, the existence of Jesus as the
Messiah and high priest within the story of the creation is God’s working out His promises and oath to Abraham.
Therefore, Paul is tying the Messiah’s death and role for which he qualified to Abraham and God’s promise to him of
eternal life. By implication and extrapolation, if Paul’s Jewish readers want to be authentic descendants of Abraham,
they must embrace Jesus as their Messiah and high priest and see him as a high priest of a completely different order of
priesthood from the Levitical order. As David writes in Psalm 110:4, Jesus and David’s “Lord” is “according to the
order of Melchizedek,” which allows him to intervene “into the age,” i.e., into the age of the fulfillment of God’s
promises when the nation of Israel will dwell on the land that God has given them and rule the world from their home
of that land when the Kingdom of God officially begins with Jesus’ return.

164 Ohtog Yap 6 Melyioédek, Paciiede Talnp, iepede 10D Be0d T0D Vyictov — There are three passages in the
Pentateuch that are relevant to Melchizedek and Abraham’s tithing to him—

Genesis 14:17-24, 17 Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king
of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 14:18 (And Melchizedek, king of
Salem, brought out bread and wine. And he was a priest of God Most High [El Elyon] (J1"72 787 175 N%711 171
Dﬂ? N3 D‘?Lj '[5?3 ‘P'._[\',.f,”a??_ﬂ) (Septuagint — kol Medyioedex Paciievg Tainy EEMveykey EpTovg Kol oivov:
AV 8¢ iepevg 10D 820D 10D Vyictov). 14:19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
creator of heaven and earth. 14:20 And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”
And he gave him a tenth of all. 14:21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods
for yourself.””) 14:22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to Yahweh God Most High, creator of
heaven and earth, 14:23 that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say,
‘I have made Abram rich.” 14:24 I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men
who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre. Let them take their share.”

The above passage in Genesis clearly indicates that Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek was a kind of parenthesis
to his meeting the king of Sodom. But Melchizedek “blessed,” and Abraham tithed to Melchizedek.

Leviticus 27:30-33, 30 “Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is Yahweh’s. It is
holy to Yahweh. 27:31 If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of it. 27:32 For
every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to Yahweh. 27:33 He is not
to be concerned whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it. Or if he does exchange it, then both it and its
substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed.”

Here in Leviticus 27 is God’s explicit statement that a tenth of all that the land of Israel (which He has promised to the
nation of Israel) produces is that which the people should offer to God as a kind of sacrifice, presumably to indicate to
Him and to them that they are wholly dependent on Him for sustaining their lives.

Numbers 18:21-24, 21 “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for
their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting. 18:22 The sons of Israel shall not come near the
tent of meeting again, or they will bear sin and die. 18:23 Only the Levites shall perform the service of the tent of
meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the
sons of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 18:24 For the tithe of the sons of Israel, which they offer as an offering to
Yahweh, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore, I have said concerning them, ‘They shall have no
inheritance among the sons of Israel.””

And here in Numbers 18 God makes clear something that has not been mentioned yet in Exodus or Leviticus—that the
tenth of the produce of the land that the people of Isracl must offer to God is in turn to be taken by the Levitical priests
and used to sustain their families and them in their existences as those who permanently serve God in the tabernacle
and the temple.

Now that Paul has brought up the issue of God’s promise to Abraham and Abraham’s patience in waiting for its
fulfillment, he finds it appropriate to compare Melchizedek to Abraham, because these two men figure so prominently
in understanding the Messiah as king and high priest of Israel and of any other believers in history. Paul quotes the
Septuagint of Genesis 14:18 exactly. This man Melchizedek is both king and priest, indeed king of a city whose name
is Shalem (25%), which is very close to the name Shalom (215%).

In Psalm 76:2 below, the psalmist refers to this city, Salem, in parallel with Zion as God’s dwelling place, showing that
Salem is the same as Jerusalem, which has “salem” as the last part of its name. The first use of the name Jerusalem is in
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Joshua 10:1-4 where the Canaanite king Adoni-Zedek (Pj‘é"”;"m =my lord is righteousness/justification) is said to be
king and has heard that Joshua and the Israelites have captured the city of Ai.

Psalm 76:1-2, 1 God is known in Judah. His name is great in Israel. 76:2 His tabernacle is in Salem. His dwelling place
also is in Zion. o

Melchizedek is also a priest of El Elyon (]1"7;] 5}3), i.e., “God/god Most High.” Even though El Elyon could refer to
Yahweh, the God of the Jews, it is more likely that Melchizedek is the priest of the greatest god of the Canaanite
pantheon, whom he worships. Cf. NIDOTTE, pg. 395, “El is a common, generic Semitic appellative for the [chief]
deity. [As a result,] El is also the name of the high god [among other lesser gods] in some cultures, as evidenced in the
Ugaritic texts (see 7DOT 1:242-53). El ‘is the primordial [=first of all, earliest, basic, fundamental] father of gods and
men, sometimes stern, often compassionate, always wise in judgment’ (253). Some of the El compounds...also have
West Semitic counterparts; they are probably to be understood as local manifestations of El. The use of El Elyon by
Melchizedek in Gen 14:18-19 may be one such reference.”

Another possibility, as I have mentioned but that would require more data in the text in order to verify it, is that
Melchizedek actually worships Abraham’s God (]1’5J 5}$), Yahweh, the one true God (cf. Genesis 14:19-22).
Therefore, this would be a reference to Melchizedek’s previous conversion at some point to worshiping Abraham’s
God instead of the Canaanite pantheon and is similar to Rahab’s conversion to worshiping the God of the Israelites
after hearing about His defeating their enemies. However, Paul’s point can be made even if Melchizedek worships only
the chief pagan god of his group of Canaanites. And, to me, this seems more likely in the light of the religious culture
in Canaan at the time around 2000 B.C., which is why I translate Paul’s words with small letters, “most high god.”
Therefore, “Priest of God Most High” was a common title throughout the ANE for those men who functioned as
intermediaries between the entire pantheon of their gods and the people, so that this title implied that there was a chief
god, and it was to him that the priest and the people owed the greatest allegiance.

Nevertheless, in Genesis 14, Melchizedek refers to Abraham’s God as “God Most High” who is the “creator of heaven
and earth.” Therefore, it would seem that this man understands the greatness of the greatest of his own gods, i.e., El
Elyon, so that, in spite of his very likely being a polytheist, he worships his greatest god with the same respect that
Abraham worships the one true God. As a result, he is most likely a henotheist and adhering to one particular god out
of a group of many.

165 6 o suvavtioog "APpod DTOGTPEPOVTL GTO THE KOTHG TAV PocIAénV T Kol eDA0YHOUS ADTOV —

Genesis 14:19-20a, 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, creator of heaven and earth
(1 o F’U HJP ]1’“‘" 5&5 2738 172 WDN’T W22 (Septuagint — kot NdAGYnoeV TOv APpap kol imev
Evloynuévog APpap 1@ 0ed 1@ Dyicte, 0G €kTioev TOV 00pavov kal thv yiv). 14:20a And blessed be God Most
High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

In the ANE, the gods were considered to own the land on which their worshipers lived, so that, even when their
worshipers fought against another group of people who invaded their land, the most important part of the battle, which
they believed actually determined the outcome on earth, took place between their separate and different gods in the
heavens. In this case, Melchizedek has recognized the greatness of Abraham’s God by calling him “Owner/Creator
(Septuagint) of heaven and earth” and not just owner/creator of a particular land on the earth. But this is also how
Melchizedek is described in Genesis 14:18, as one who worships El Elyon.

Thus, in true ANE fashion, Melchizedek also recognized the favor that Abraham’s God was showing him by having
defeated his enemies, the kings from whom Abraham had just rescued Lot in Genesis 14. If Melchizedek was not a
worshiper of Abraham’s God alone, then he was at least acknowledging the unique and great role of Abraham’s God as
sole maker of the entire created reality—which is how he thought of his own El Elyon. But exactly how he was fitting
the El Elyon of Abraham into his own El Elyon and pantheon of gods in his somewhat (?) pagan worldview we do not
know. Nevertheless, the fact remains that Melchizedek was making an important international, diplomatic gesture by
bringing Abraham a meal and “blessing” him. He was not demanding anything from Abraham. He was giving
sustenance and blessing (wishing him well in the sight of Abraham’s own God) to Abraham.

166 & Kol Sekd TNV Gmo TAvTOV Euéproey "APpoadu —

Genesis 14:20 And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a
tenth of all (“‘DD WC:/’J?D 1“‘ 1077 (Septuagint — kot Edwkev aOTH deKATNY GTO TAVTIOV).

Abraham’s giving a tenth of his spoils to Melchizedek is the first mention of the concept of tithing in the Old
Testament, most likely demonstrating that it was a common practice in the ANE prior to God’s using it within the
Mosaic Covenant. What exactly was Abraham communicating to this “priest of god most high?” First, if we take into
account that Melchizedek referred to Abraham’s God as 78] Q72 HJP (Septuagint — 0g €xtic€V TOV OVPAVOV KOL
TV Yfv), i.e., the One who has created the entire cosmos, then it seems that Melchizedek definitely acknowledges an
aspect of the greatness of Abraham’s God, even if he is still worshiping the chief Canaanite god, whom Genesis 14:18
indicates has the same greatness as Abraham’s God.

Therefore, Abraham is willing to show ANE deference towards Melchizedek and even present to him a gift deserving
of a priest. Melchizedek brings a meal to Abraham and praises his god, i.e., THE one true God, and Abraham brings a
tenth of the spoils to finish the process of the demonstration of mutual respect for one another vis-a-vis the ANE
customs. For Abraham to be the the progenitor of the chosen people of God certainly makes him a great man, but the
obvious fact for Melchizedek is that Abraham’s God is greater than that of the kings whom he has just defeated.
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Thus, Melchizedek, who himself serves El Elyon as a priest, blesses Abraham, who also worhips El Elyon, and in
return Abraham acknowledges Melchizedek’s role as one who serves El Elyon and provides a tenth of his spoils to help
Melchizedek sustain himself in his moral role of serving El Elyon.

As a result, for Melchizedek, a priest who is not from the line of Abraham and Levi, to respect Abraham and his God,
his El Elyon, by virtue of Abraham’s victory over these other men (and their gods) allows David in Psalm 110 to use
him as an example of greatness, even eternal greatness (see below). )

167 o@tov uév Epunvevduevog Pactrede Sikonoovvng — Melchizedek’s name (\P'__[\';;."E‘??_J) is made up of two Hebrew
words, melek ('[‘7?3) and tzedek (‘P'._[\',.f,), meaning king and righteousness/justification respectively. Abraham would have
recognized the significance of this, which probably contributed to his ascribing greatness to Melchizedek.

And it makes sense to me that Paul is thinking that tzekek means justification in the light of the fact that it is Jesus who
provides this in a sinner’s relationship with God, which is to say that his death, resurrection, and role as our high priest
results in God’s viewing us, how imitate Abraham’s belief and patience while waiting for the fulfillment of God’s
promises, as having a standing before Him whereby we have qualified to gain His eternal mercy and blessing of the
Kingdom of God and eternal life.

198 gnerta 8¢ kol Pacirevg Tadny, 6 éotv Pasirevg eiprivng — Besides Melchzedek’s name meaning “King of
Righteousness/Justification,” Genesis 14:18 also says that he was the king of a city named Shalem (D?Lj), Salem in the
Greek Septuagint and NT (ZaAnu), which is similar to the Hebrew word Shalom (Dﬁ%t.j), which Paul translates with
gipnivn, which is the basic word for peace, harmony, and safety. As a result, by virtue of his name and location, this
man, coincidently, covered the bases so to speak of two of the most important concepts for sinful human beings in the
Bible, forgiveness (tzedek, dicaroovvn, justification, forgiveness, mercy) and life that is characterized as whole and
good (shalom, a peaceful, harmonious, and safe life that is complete and includes an eternal sense of wholeness and
goodness in one’s existence).

Consequently, we can assume that Abraham made these connections when he met him and learned his name, and these
connections, too, helped him to respect Melchizedek by offering him a diplomatic gesture of tithing in return for the
meal that he served him. Melchizedek, by his name, was associated with forgiveness, and he lived in a place whose
name was associated with the kind of life that we all long for and that God ultimately was promising to Abraham.

Plus, Melchizedek most likely informed Abraham that he was a priest of “most high god,” who was very close to the
same as, if not exactly the same as, Abraham’s God. In fact, it may have come as a relief and encouragement to
Abraham that he met someone among the pagan Canaanites who had the same perspective on his god, i.e., his chief god
who really is God if one analyzes the situation accurately, as Abraham had. For God to be the creator of heaven and
earth is for Him to be the one and only author of all the reality in which we reside, live, and exist as we move forward
towards our eternal destiny.

169 gméitop duntop dyeveaddyntoc, uite Gpynv Muepdv pite Lofg 1éhog éxmv — There are two obvious options for
what Paul means by these words—

1) God caused Melchizedek to appear out of nowhere, completely ex nihilo, so that he had no other beginning to his
days on earth than God’s all of a sudden bringing him into existence, and he had no other definite end to his life other
than he may have disappeared immediately after his meeting with Abraham (so that some people who hold to the
trinitarian view of God conclude that Paul is saying that, at that time before his birth by Mary, Melchizedek was the
eternal Jesus and second person of the trinity made manifest for a very short time), or

2) Moses as the author of Genesis makes no mention of Melchizedek’s father, mother, childhood, and death, so that his
point merely is to describe very briefly this interaction between the two men and demonstrate that there was even a
Canaanite king who recognized the greatness of Abraham’s God and of Abraham himself, for the purpose of adding
that much more weight to Abraham’s journey towards God’s fulfilling His promises to him. In other words, Moses’
omission of these details about Melchizedek was intentional to focus on his recognition of Abraham’s God and the
future and eternal implications of His being his God.

I think that the second option makes more sense, especially since Moses describes Melchizedek as “king of Salem,”
i.e., of Shalom, which Psalm 76:2 identifies as the city in the land of Canaan which eventually became the Jerusalem of
the Israelites and of God’s dwelling place. This man was a real, live, sinful human being like Abraham who had
become not only the king of an important city but also a priest and intermediary between his chief god and the people
under his rule.

But there is also the question, as I have commented on above, of why Paul mentions these aspects of Melchizedek’s
existence—that the text says very little about him. There are two options—

1) Perhaps the fact that there is no connecting word such as kot or 8¢ between this list and the previous statement that
Melchizedek was “king of Salem/Shalom” (eiprivn) means that these “characteristics” are what help constitute
“shalom” for Paul, or

2) Another option is that the lack of connecting word points the reader towards the next statement, that “he was likened
to the Son of God.” And how or where was he likened to him? In Psalm 110, which Paul will go on to argue in chapter
7.

I think that the second option makes more sense in the light of the flow of Paul’s writing and explaining Jesus’
priesthood according to Psalm 110. Therefore, it is important to notice that Genesis 14:17-20 does not explicitly say or
mean that Melchizedek was “without father,” etc. It is just that Moses leaves out this information about Melchizedek.
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Consequently, I think that Paul is using these ideas /iterarily (notice, not literally). In other words, he is saying that,
from a literary standpoint, we know from Genesis 14:17-20 very little about this man Melchizedek. For example, we do
not know who his father was, who his mother was, when and where he was born, and when and where he died. He
merely appears on the scene and then immediately disappears, never to be heard of again—until David mentions his
priestly order in Psalm 110, which becomes hugely important. And he most likely connects Melchizedek’s priesthood
in Psalm 110:4 to his “Lord” whom he mentions in v. 1 because the text of Genesis 14 says nothing about his father,
mother, birth, and death. This allows David to think of him as eternal from strictly a literary standpoint.

Thus, David’s reference to Melchizedek (and now Paul’s too) had nothing to do with his actual origin or destiny. It had
to do only with his name, title, and role as a Canaanite king and priest of El Elyon and what is not said about him
otherwise by Moses in the text of Genesis 14. As far as we know, there was nothing in Melchizedek’s family lineage
that qualified him to be either a king or a priest and that led to his being a priest of “most high god,” who may or may
not have been the same as Yahweh. This is all true especially because he was not from the Israelite tribe of Levi, which
did not yet exist in Abraham’s day and which God chose 500 years later as the one and only group who could supply
priests to the nation of Israel under the Mosaic Covenant. Yet, Paul will go on to show that, similarly, while the kings
of Israel came from the tribe of Judah, there was nothing in Jesus’ family lineage that qualifies him to be a priest of the
nation of Israel, especially in the light of the Mosaic Covenant.

Instead, Jesus’ priesthood is entirely dependent on David’s making God swear an oath through him in Psalm 110:4
that results in his becoming a priest. And this is how God called Jesus and took him from among men—as Paul talked
about in 5:1-6. It is this fact of David’s speaking on behalf of God that sets Jesus apart from all other priests (and all
other human beings) who could possibly affect the Jews’ (AND the Gentiles’) relationship with Yahweh with respect it
their acquiring justification, forgiveness, and the fulfillment of God’s promises.

170 g poporouévog 8¢ ¢ vid T0® Beod — The fact that David on behalf of God and according to Paul here in v. 3 likens
Melchizedek to “the Son of God,” who is his “Lord,” David’s own king in Psalm 110, becomes the foundation for
Paul’s argument that the final Davidic king and, therefore, Jesus, is both a king and a priest. This is what the Jews of
Paul’s day were missing in their study of the Old Testament regarding the Messiah and why Paul is going through this
in such detail.

Notice that Paul does not say that Melchizedek was the Son of God, only that he was /ike the Son of God. In other
words, Melchizedek was not Jesus, in spite of many people trying to make him such by misinterpreting this passage.
Thus, David in Psalm 110 was also not claiming that his “Lord” was Melchizedek. Melchizedek was an ANE
Canaanite priest, and the manner in which Genesis 14 presents him, as someone about whom we know only the barest
of details from the passage, makes it possible for David to liker him to his “Lord,” i.e., to comment on a similarity
between him and his “Lord,” who is eventually revealed in biblical history as Jesus of Nazareth.

171 Léver epedg eig 10 Simvexeg — For all time, again literarily (not literally) speaking, Melchizedek’s genre of
priesthood does not end as the Levitical priesthood does, because information about his death is left out of the story
in Genesis 14 (cf. Hebrews 10:1,12,14), which allows David to write on behalf of God that the priesthood of his
“Lord” is as eternal as the lack of details in the text about Melchizedek which David exploits for his own literary
purposes in Psalm 110:4. Paul does say that Melchizedek “remains a priest perpetually (gig 10 Sinvekeg),” but he means
that his priesthood is what lives on—in the person of Jesus.

Thus, Paul can say that Jesus becomes a person like Melchizedek, a king of shalom and a priest of “god most high,”
because Jesus as a king is carrying on the efernal-like and perpetual priestly order of Melchizedek. To put it another
way, Melchizedek, even though he died, “remains a priest perpetually” and without interruption, because his priesthood
remains perpetually, indeed into eternity—through the eternal existence of Jesus as Messiah and high priest. It would
be like saying that Aaron, the first high priest of Israel, “remains a priest” until God ends the Levitical priesthood when
He brings the present realm to a conclusion and creates the new Kingdom of God (cf. Revelation 21). Just as the word
Aaron stands for all the Aaronic priests down through time, so also Melchizedek stands for all the Melchizedekan
priests down through time and into eternity by virtue of what is said in Psalm 110. However, as far as David and Paul
are concerned, there were and are only two Melchizedekan priests—Melchizedek and Jesus. The lack of information in
Genesis 14 makes Melchizedek sound eternal, while we know from both the Old and New Testaments that Jesus will
actually be the eternal priest of the eternal Kingdom of God. Therefore, Jesus, and only Jesus, will carry on the
Melchizedan order into eternity.

The word dimvekrig and the prepositional phrase €ig 10 dinvekeg are used in only Hebrews (7:3; 10:1,12,14). The phrase
basically means “perpetually” and without interruption, which is to say continuously for as long as God wants
something to last. In Jesus’ case as a priest, it is into eternity and past the end of the “great nation” of Israel and the
millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.

172 gewpeite 8¢ nmhicog ovtog, @ °[kai] Sexdtny APpody Edokev £k TOV dikpodviov 6 Tatpidpyng — If Abraham as
“the patriarch” (the beginning father) is important to the Jews, think about how important Melchizedek is, because he
was the first of the priesthood of the eternal “order of Melchizedek,” of which Jesus is the most important and final
member as Israel’s and anyone else’s final high priest. We can think of it this way. If we have a choice between a priest
who is available to appeal to God for His eternal mercy on our behalf and succeed in obtaining it or Abraham as the
progenitor of the Jews, we would obviously rather have the priest and not Abraham—because we really need an
effective advocate on our behalf.

In line with this, the mere fact that the receiver of God’s temporal and eternal promises, Abraham, tithed to
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Melchizedek, would indicate that Abraham certainly considered him important in accordance with ANE customs.
Therefore, Abraham simply followed ANE protocol, and the two men granted deference to one another in an
historically and, eventually, theologically significant manner—because of David’s use of Melchizedek in Psalm 110.
When Paul refers to David’s use of Melchizedek in Psalm 110:4 whereby he associates him with the person who will
ultimately fulfill the Davidic Covenant and be David’s “Lord” (cf. Hebrews 7:8,9), Paul latches onto this and uses it as
a vital part of his argument for why his Jewish Christian readers, who are thinking of giving up their belief in Jesus as
the Messiah, should not do so for the sake of their own eternal destinies. Thus, through mainly David’s comments and
also Abraham’s actions, Melchizedek becomes extraordinarily important in cosmic history as the one in whose
footsteps and priestly order the Messiah as both the Jews’ and the Gentiles’ high priest follows.

173 ko o pev &k Tdv vVidv Agvl THV iepateioy AouBGvovTeg VIOV §X0V0TV BTOSEKATOBY TOV AXOV KATH TOV
vouov, 1001 €611V ToVG GdeAPOVS OOTAV, Kainep EEeAnAvbotag £k Thg 0c@vog APpadu — The Levitical priests
received their assignment from God under the Mosaic Covenant to be priests who mediate between the Jews and God,
which the non-believing Jews of Paul’s day are insisting should be the focus of their relationship with God, rather than
Jesus as the Messiah—especially since he was merely a man and was executed by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.
Therefore, we know that their interpretation of Psalm 110 did not lead them to believe that the Son of God and the king
of Israel of Psalm 2 is the same person as the “priest...according to the order of Melchizedek” of Psalm 110:4. Nor did
they ascertain the significance of the “priest...according to the order of Melchizedek™ in Psalm 110. They had not
grasped the fact that this man was their efernal priest instead of the Levitical priests, especially in the light of the facts
that Abraham tithed to Melchizedek, as the Israelites were supposed to do to the Levites, and that Melchizedek blessed
Abraham, just as the Levites blessed the Israelites (Numbers 6:23, “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you
shall bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance on you and give you peace.’”)

Paul is, therefore, making the point that certain descendants of Abraham are to be viewed as “more important™ than
other descendants of Abraham in spite of the fact that they are all descended from Abraham. However, Paul will go on
to say that these more important descendants of Abraham, the Levites, are not as important as Melchizedek (a non-
Israelite) because of what David writes about him as superintended by God in Psalm 110. By extrapolation, the Levites
are not as important as Jesus who is the ultimate “high priest according to the order of Melchizedek,” the concept
which Paul is exploiting in his argument here.

Cf. Leviticus 27:33-34; Deuteronomy 12,14,26; Numbers 18:20-32 regarding the commandment for the Israelites to
tithe.

174 6 8¢ un yeveoloyovpevog €€ adT@dv dedekdtokey T TAPpad Ko TOV Exovio T émaryyeliog Tedddynkev — A key
element in the analogy between Melchizedek and Jesus is that, just as Melchizedek is not from the line of Levi, neither
is Jesus, who is of the tribe of Judah (cf. Hebrews 7:13,14). In addition, Melchizedek was “paid” and honored by
Abraham for his being a high priest of El Elyon, “god most high”—even if Melchizedek was not completely aware of
Yahweh’s being “God Most High.”

Thus, in a sense, Abraham recognized Melchizedek as a great person, who was also exercising his responsibility as a
king. This greatness of Melchizedek was even in light of the fact that it was Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 to whom God
had promised land, descendants, being a great nation, eternal life, and being the location of eternal salvation for the
Gentiles, including for Melchizedek himself. Yet, it was Melchizedek to whom Abraham tithed (not the other way
around), and it was Melchizedek who blessed Abraham (not the other way around). Melchizedek recognized
Abraham’s greatness, and Abraham recognized Melchizedek’s even greater greatness.

175 yopic 8¢ mdong évtihoyiog To ELatTov Vo 10D KkpeitTovog evloyeitan — Paul states explicitly that someone
whose geneaology did not require, on the basis of God’s commandments such as those in the Mosaic Covenant
regarding the Levites, that he collect a tithe from Abraham and, by extrapolation, from the Levites, did actually do so.
In addition, by virtue of David’s comment about Melchizedek in Psalm 110, this latter person theologically becomes
more important than Abraham, a man of promise and blessing from God—because David makes him such by
associating him with his “Lord” in Psalm 110, who is a priest “forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

All this data, put together as Paul is doing so, would be quite shocking to the Jews who are currently rejecting Jesus as
the Messiah and persecuting the Jews who have believed in him. Nevertheless, all this data is exactly what their Bibles
in the Old Testament is teaching and is meant to lead the Jews to see the relative importance of the Levitical priests
(who are descendants of Abraham) in the light of the absolute importance of David’s Psalm 110 priest—his “Lord”
and the Messiah.

176 xon @8e pev dekdtog Gmodvickoviec GvOpOTol AaUPEvovcty, kel 88 papTupoduevog 6Tt {f kol d¢ §mog eimely —
The Levitical priests of Paul’s day are sinners and therefore rebels against God who die, while, “even as the verse
[Psalm 110:4] says,” and therefore literarily speaking, Melchizedek “lives” on, which is to say that his priestly order
continues into eternity and lives on. In other words, David causes Melchizedek to “live on” by writing about him in his
explanation of his “Lord,” who ends up being Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal priest, who, like Melchizedek, is both king
and priest. It would be like saying that Levi lives on in the lives of his descendants who continue the responsibilities of
the priests in the temple under the Mosaic Covenant—until the end of the millennial kingdom. In contrast, Melchizedek
lives on in the eternal life of Jesus who continues the responsibility of “priest to God Most High” and “king of Salem,”
which is the association that David literarily makes in Psalm 110.
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177 8v "ABpocuu kol "Agvt 6 dekdtac Aaupdvov dedekdtoTon £T1 YO &V TH 06@VT T0D TaTPOS NV 8TE GUVIVINCEV
ovt® T Mehyioédex — Thus, in a sense that also relativizes the importance and significance of the Levitical priesthood
(in addition to the fact that the Levites die because of their sinfulness), Levi and his priestly descendants acknowledged
that Melchizedek was greater in importance than they are, because, at the time of Melchizedek’s meeting with
Abraham, he was greater than Abraham, Levi’s great-grandfather, by virtue of Abraham’s tithing to him, which meant
also that Levi tithed to him—*‘because he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him” (ét1 yap év t1
06 @i 100 TaTpog RV 81e cuVRvIncev avt® T Melyxioédex) (cf. Hebrews 7:7). This meant, too, that the Levites
should consider Jesus, the “priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek,” to be greater than they are as priests
and even use him as their priest in the presence of God in order to acquire His eternal mercy.

As a result, if given the opportunity, the Levites would actually defer to the Gentile, Canaanite Melchizedek (or really
his priesthood) to intercede on their behalf before God because eventually, and, by extrapolation, they would defer to
Jesus for him to intervene before God on their behalf for eternal salvation—because his priestly effect truly extends
continually, without interruption, and into eternity. Clearly, God has set up a greater and more important priesthood
than that of the Levitical. In David’s language of Psalm 110:4, it is the priesthood of Melchizedek.

178 ovv — On the basis of the fact that even the Levitical priests through their tithing to Melchizedek through Abraham’s
tithing to him would recognize the superiority of Melchizedek and his priesthood—which includes Jesus as a result of
Psalm 110:4...

179 &1 uev ovv tedeiooig i Tig AeviTikic iepocvvng °fv —

Hebrews 5:9, “and having been brought to the end of his goal (xat teheiwbeig), he became the ground of eternal
salvation to all those who obey him.”

James 1:4 And let endurance have its perfect result (€pyov télelov = goal completing effect (?)), so that you may be
perfect and complete (téhelor ko 0LoKANpor = those who complete their goal and reach their destiny), lacking in
nothing.

There are two options for this first clause of this verse in Hebrews—

1) If the first clause of this verse is objective in its sense, then it is referring to whether or not the Mosaic Covenant is
capable of providing complete and eternal forgiveness and salvation for the Jewish believer, or

2) If the clause is subjective, then it is referring to the Jew’s being able to ascertain whether or not he is completely
forgiven via the Levitical priests’ mediation with the sacrifice of animals, and therefore whether or not these Levitical
sacrifices give the worshiping Jew complete confidence that he will receive God’s eternal mercy.

As Paul will go on to argue, the meaning is the latter, because the multiple and continuous sacrifices of the Mosaic
Covenant were intended by God to communicate to the Jewish worshiper within the nation of Israel that he was not
forgiven for the sake of eternal life by means of them. Instead, all of the Jew’s obedience to the Mosaic Covenant,
including his bringing his offerings and sacrifices to the Levitical priests to complete, was simply to qualify him
through his authentic belief to be a bona fide member of the nation of Israel—who then looked forward to another
manner by which God would forgive him eternally and would be the eternal basis for this. Paul will go on to say in v.
19 that the Messiah/Priest’s responsibility was “the bringing in of a better hope,” i.e., a better means to giving the
Jewish believer confidence that he can obtain complete and eternal forgiveness at the final judgment.

Thus, the main point of chapters 9 & 10 will be that the daily, annual, and ongoing animal sacrifices of the Mosaic
Covenant could never provide the worshiper with complete confidence in his being completely, finally, and eternally
forgiven by God. Otherwise, why not just stop sacrificing the animals and rest in one’s complete and eternal
forgiveness, or think that the animal sacrifices will actually continue into eternity and provide the basis for eternal
forgiveness this way?

Indeed, Paul is arguing that a careful exegesis of Psalm 110, the key passage for him, leads the Jew to understand
differently in regard to God’s eternal mercy—that it is David’s “Lord” who provides this and not the animal sacrifices,
which for any Jew who is wholly focused on the Mosaic Covenant would be a shocking revelation! In other words, the
careful Jewish Bible student of Psalm 110 should infer that it is David’s “Lord” as a high “priest according to the order
of Melchizedek” who provides him with the confidence that he will be eternally forgiven through some kind of priestly
act by this same “Lord,” David’s Lord who must be from a tribe that is different from Levi.

180 6 Aowdg YO ém radTiic "vevopo®étnron — This is a parenthetical statement by Paul to remind his Jewish readers that
the main reason for God’s giving the Mosaic Covenant to the nation of Israel was to set up the Levitical priesthood—as
an insufficient and less than confidence providing forerunner of the sufficient and eternally and completely confidence
providing “Melchizedekan” priesthood that Jesus would fulfill for the sake of sinful Jews and other human beings’
being granted eternal mercy.

The importance passage of Numbers 8:5-26 indicates that God commands Moses to cleanse and set apart the Levites as
His “firstborn” and to serve Him in the tent by offering the Israelites’ sacrifices to Him. Therefore, the Levitical
sacrfices and offerings were merely part of the process of a Jew’s demonstrating that he desired to participate
authentically in the society of the chosen people of God. the nation of Israel. But as goes the Levitical priesthood, so
goes the Mosaic Covenant and vice versa. If the Levitical priesthood has limited importance and effectiveness, then so
does the Mosaic Covenant. Thus, the Israelites were never supposed to put their complete and eternal confidence in the
Mosaic Covenant and their offerings to God that were brought by the Levitical priests.

181 1ic &1 ypelo xotr TV TEEW Mehyioédex Etepov dvicTacOon iepéa kol 0O KaTd TV TAEW Aapdv Aéyeshot; —
Certainly, the Jews do not think that a “different priest” is necessary, because the Levitical priests are entirely sufficient
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to intercede for them before God. But here is Paul’s main point. The mere fact that the OT explicitly states in Psalm
110:1-4 that there is another priesthood, indeed one where the high priest is also David’s “Lord,” indicates that the
Mosaic Covenant, along with the Levitical priesthood, is not the means by which even the Jews can attain their goal of
either participating in the “great nation” of Israel or efernal life and the mercy from God that is necessary for both.
Thus, in Psalm 110:4, David chose to associate and align his “Lord” and coming Messiah with Melchizedek, thus
identifying the need for his “Lord” to be also his high priest who is NOT a Levitical high priest. But Paul will go on to
demonstrate that the inference from this is that this priest must be of another covenant besides the Mosaic Covenant.
And Jeremiah 31:31-34, for example, will indicate that this different covenant is the “New Covenant,” as Paul goes on
to explain. It is these inferences that a careful exegete of the whole OT is supposed to draw, but which most Jews fail to
do. They are missing the main point about exactly who and how it is that mercy and greatness are acquired from God.
182 netaTiBepnévng yap Thg iepoctvng ¢ dvdykng kol vopov petddesic yivetor — Paul has just said in v. 11 that the
basis for the giving of the Mosaic Covenant was the Levitical priesthood (and, therefore, the effect that this priesthood
could have on appealing to God for mercy, which was minimal and only intended to allow the Jew to be a member in
good standing of the nation of Israel). Consequently, if another priesthood is instituted, as David has done in Psalm
110:4 as a spokesman for God, then this requires a change from the Mosaic Covenant to another covenant, i.e., the
New Covenant (cf. Hebrews 8-10). Probably, the readers’ persecutors are claiming that the Mosaic Covenant is the
perpetual focus of any Jew’s relationship with God—especially when it comes to bringing offerings to God with the
help of the Levitical priests.

Paul is arguing that the Bible teaches a change in covenants to the New Covenant that is completely separate from the
Mosaic Covenant in its priesthood and that the Messiah, as David’s “Lord” in Psalm 110, is the high priest of this latter
covenant (cf. the next verses). It is the new high priest who must become the continual and perpetual focus of any Jew’s
(or Gentile’s) relationship with God with respect to a sinner’s being a person who qualifies for eternal mercy and
citizenship in the Kingdom of God, which will include citizenship in the nation of Israel and its becoming the “great
nation” of Genesis 12:1-3—even while practicing the Mosaic Covenant.

183 2@’ 6v youp Aéyeton TordToL QUATIC €T€poic THETESKMKEY, G NG 0VDEIC "TpocEaymKey T Bvoilactnpie — The phrase
£@ ov could refer to—

1) the different priest of v. 11, or

2) the new covenant of v. 12.

The way that Paul continues, with @vAfig £1épag "uetéoynkev (“has participated in a different tribe”), leads to the
second option. The person about whom David speaks in Psalm 110 is clearly from another tribe besides Levi. Indeed,
he must be from the tribe of Judah, because David, who is from the tribe of Judah, is calling him Lord and, therefore,
referring to the person who will be the final King and fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, which involves only his
descendants and, therefore, members of the tribe of Judah.

As a result, Paul’s argument here is that no person from the Judah has ever or is even allowed to perform the role of
priest and with respect to the altar that is mentioned in the Mosaic Covenant, because he is from the wrong tribe.
Therefore, if someone within Israel from a tribe different from Levi as going to perform the role of being a priest (at a
different altar, besides), then it stands to reason that he will do this outside the Mosaic Covenant and under a different
covenant.

184 tp6dnhov yap 811 €€ Tovdo Gvatétadkey 6 KOPLOC MUAY T, €1¢ v LAY ‘Tept iepéov 0vdev Mabotfic EAdANcEV
— Because Paul understands that it is vital to follow David, an author of the inerrant Bible text of Psalm 110, in his line
of reasoning, he calls this person of this psalm “our Lord,” thus agreeing with David about the authority that this person
will exercise over all Jews of authentic belief (and, therefore, by extrapolation, all Gentiles of authentic belief) and of
course himself. In addition, it is clear from the Mosaic Covenant that it prescribes only Levites to perform the function
of priest. Thus, it should be obvious that another Covenant is necessary in order to accommodate this new priest, “our
Lord,” who is “out of Judah,” i.e., from the tribe of Judah.

185 ko mepLocdTEPOV £TL KATASNAGY £6TLY, €l KaTd TV dpotdTnTo Mehyioédex dviototon iepede Etepog — Two
factors indicate the necessity for a change in covenant—

1) David’s Lord is from the tribe of Judah and not from the tribe of Levi. Paul said this explicitly in the previous verse.
2) David has inerrantly declared that his Lord is a priest, but a “different priest” of a different order from the Levitical.
Indeed, David’s Lord is a priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,” who himself in Genesis 14 was a king and
priest and definitely not a Levite because he wasn’t even Jewish! Thus, the manner in which this different priest, i.c.,
Jesus, has arisen “according to the order of Melchizedek™ is by David’s saying so in Psalm 110, including the fact that
“Yahweh has sworn and will not change His mind” that David’s Lord is this priest “according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

As a result, for Jesus to be from the tribe of Judah and for David to declare him (his “Lord”) a “priest from the order
of” a Gentile, Canaanite eternal-like king and priest going all the way back to the time of Abraham makes “obvious”
and “even more obvious” respectively that a new and different covenant is necessary under which Jesus performs his
priestly functions.

186 5¢ 0% Kot VOPOV EVTOATC Gapkivng YEyovev GAAL koTd Svvoutv {ofic dxataidtov — The Levitical priests
qualified one after the other under the Mosaic Covenant to perform their function on the basis of their physical lineage
as descendants of Levi and because each one died, preventing him from continuing into history as as priest, and they
were all from the same tribe. The Melchizedekan priest, who is David’s “Lord” in Psalm 110:4, qualifies for his
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function on the basis of God'’s having sworn an oath in Psalm 110 that he will be a priest continually and without
interruption, because after his resurrection he does not die but exists “into the age.” In other words, a portion of the
inerrant truth from God, written by David, is that which causes the Davidic Lord and King to take on the additional
responsibility of priest “according to the order of Melchizedek.”

As a result, this new priest from the tribe of Judah has the proper credentials (“power”), those of an indestructible
nature by virtue of God’s speaking of him in the eternal truth of God, the Bible, that he will be permanent in this age
that includes the “great nation” of Israel, and by extrapolation, into the eternal Kingdom of God. He is also a priest who
is adequate to mediate on behalf of immoral rebels and intercede before God on their behalf for so that they may
receive God’s perpetual, continual, and even eternal mercy and forgiveness.

87 rnoptupeiton yap 6t1 o T igpede el 1OV aidvo katd Ty TaEw Melyioédek (Septuagint — o el iepedg gig TOV
oi@dva kot TV 16&v Melyioedek) — Paul’s emphasis here in his quote from Psalm 110:4b is the phrase “into the age
(gig tov ai@va).” Within the priesthood of Jesus as intermediary at the final judgment, there is the potential for life in
the “great nation” of Israel and then immortal life in the next age of the eternal Kingdom of God, while the Levitical
priests can act as intermediaries until each one’s death within only the present, mortal realm—and never provide any
sinful Jew with the confidence that God truly does forgive him.

If God requires a priest to intervene at the eternal judgment for the sake of the future, immortal realm, and He does,
then another and different kind of priest under another and different Covenant will have to come along. Jesus is this
priest, “according to the order of the king/priest Melchzedek.” This inerrant and oathlike statement by God through
David in Psalm 110 becomes the “indestructible” credential that Jesus needs in order to acquire an “indestructible” life
of intercessor and king on behalf of sinful human beings.

188 goétnoic uev yop yivetan mpooryovong Eviodfic Sk 1o adTiig dobevec ko dvoeeréc — The instruction regarding
the physical requirements of Levitical priests within Mosaic Covenant, that came before David, Psalm 110, and the
New Covenant by extrapolation, cannot provide the worshiper with either his goal of God’s complete and eternal
mercy or subjective, complete confidence that God has forgiven him. Consequently, this instruction of physical lineage
and the men who fulfill the role of priests in the life of a sinful Jew is “weak” and “useless,” so that it becomes
relativized by the nature and purpose of the Mosaic Covenant itself and must never be allowed to dominate the Jew’s
thoughts, life, and pursuits in comparison to the Melchizedekan priest of Psalm 110 and the New Covenant. The
Mosaic Covenant is for the nation of Israel in the present realm only. The New Covenant is for the Jews primarily, but
also the Gentiles, in the next and eternal realm, starting with the “great nation” of Abraham’s physical descendants on
the land of Israel and ending with the new earth of the next creation (cf. Revelation 21).

God Himself always intended to move on from the Mosaic Covenant to the New Covenant, and so must the Jews—
regarding complete and eternal forgiveness in the “great nation” of Israel and life on the eternal earth (cf. Revelation
20-22). Therefore, the former covenant should not figure into a Jewish worshiper’s thinking when it comes to the issue
of eternal life, only to participating well in the society of the Jews in anticipation of eternal life. Actually, it never
should have and did not for those like David who understood the importance of both inwardness and God’s providing
mercy apart from continual animal sacrifices (cf. Psalm 51).

Nevertheless, the Mosaic Covenant still retains an important place in the present, temporal realm on this earth for
historical and didactive purposes—for the Jews to demonstrate in a striking manner that they are God’s chosen people
in history for the purpose of teaching the Gentiles about God’s moral nature, as well as to communicate via the animal
sacrifices that God is serious about man’s sinfulness and His granting them mercy—through a different sacrifice, that
of the high priest of Psalm 110. Obviously, this is what the Jews keep missing in their study of the Hebrew scriptures
such that they do not connect the dots of the Son of David and David’s “Lord” who offers himself to God as implied in
Psalm 110 (and explicitly stated in certain messianic psalms and Isaiah 53).

139 0058y yap Etereimoev 6 vopog — Assuming the aorist tense simply is stating a fact, Paul is emphasizing that the
Mosaic Covenant is not suited or capable of providing a Jewish worshiper (or Gentile worshiper either) with adequate
and complete confidence of God’s granting him eternal mercy through its method of appeal to God by means of
inherently sinful priests and continual animal sacrifices.

Instead, God requires and provides a permanent, eternal, and morally perfect intercessor at the final judgment, in order
to grant sinners the mercy and forgiveness that they will need to go on into the next age of the eternal Kingdom of God
after the age of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20. This provision is for even the Levitical priests, who
themselves are sinful human beings and, therefore, need an intercessor other than themselves at the final judgment in
order to acquire eternal salvation (cf. Hebrews 5:1-3).

Thus, only the New Covenant and David’s “Lord” of Psalm 110 as priest according to a different order, i.e., that “of
Melchizedek,” fulfills the requirement of the right, permanent, perpetual, continual, and eternal intermediary for Jewish
(and Gentile) immoral rebels (cf. Hebrews 5:1-3 and chapters 8-10), such that they can have complete confidence in
obtaining complete and eternal mercy at the final judgment.

190 ¢rercayoyn 8¢ kpeittovog EAmidoc 8t fig &yyilouev 16 0ed — Here is the subjective element again. The “better
hope” is the complete and perpetual confidence of a Jewish sinner that he is eternally forgiven by God. Paul is referring
to not just a better hope, even though kpeittovog means “better,” but to hope in contrast to NO hope. The New
Covenant along with the Davidic “Lord/Priest” both provide greater confidence to the worshiper with respect to his
being able to acquire eternal life and mercy at the final judgment by virtue that his confidence is complete and
adequate.
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The Jew was commanded to approach God through the Levitical sacrifices with the hope that God would view him as a
genuine member of the people of Israel, so that the whole group of Jews (hopefully) were properly teaching the
Gentiles about God. Likewise, Paul is arguing that it makes sense for Jewish worshipers to approach God at the
judgment having embraced the ideas presented in Psalm 110, rather than relying on devotion to the Mosaic Covenant,
because the latter covenant will be forever terminated by God at the end of the present realm—when He has finished
causing the “great nation” of Israel to exist.

Certainly, the task of a human being is to prepare himself for the judgment of God, and the Bible/Paul speaks of two
available ways to approach God—

1) with the Levitical priests mediating for human beings, which method provides no confidence for eternal mercy to the
worshiper, or

2) with David’s “Lord “mediating for them, which provides more than enough confidence for eternal mercy to the
worshiper.

Paul will go on to say that even the Levites will need Jesus’ at the last judgment in order to obtain mercy from God and
escape eternal condemnation. Thus, it makes no sense to rely on the Levitical priests to mediate adequately for anyone
who is a rebel against God. Indeed, the Levitical priests cannot even rely on themselves to mediate eternally before
God on their own behalf.

T ol k00’ B0V 01 YMPIC OPKMUOGICS 0l LEv Yo xopic dpkoposiog eiciv iepeig yeyovétec — Paul has already
established in 6:13-18 regarding Abraham the importance of God’s swearing an oath, that it is the foundation of
confidence for human beings to the effect that what He says He is going to do, it is guaranteed that He will do it.

Here, Paul uses the fact that God did not swear an oath in regard to the Levitical priests. Thus, he is arguing that they
lack eternal importance in comparison to the Melchizedekan priest of Psalm 110 for the benefit of whom God did
swear an oath.

Therefore, if the reader combines the significance of God’s oath to Abraham with the significance of God’s oath to
David’s “Lord” and high priest, who ends up offering himself to God, he has grasped the importance of believing in a
Messiah who died and thereby qualified to be an efernal high priest who provides the repentant sinner with complete
and perpetual confidence that he will obtain God’s mercy.

192 6 8¢ petd dpxoposiog St 10D Aéyoviog Tpog avtév — Just as God’s oath to Abraham was partially for eternal
purposes (cf. Hebrews 6:13-20), i.e., with respect to His promise of eternal life, so also His oath through David and his
speaking to David’s “Lord” in Psalm 110, i.e., the final Son of God, was for eternal purposes. Consequently, an oath by
God implies not only femporal purposes and effects with respect to the “great nation” of the Jews, but also eternal
purposes and effects with respect to the same people (and the Gentiles). This means that Aaron’s and any Levitical
priest’s role was neither permanent nor eternal, because they were only “called” but had no oath sworn by God on their
behalf (cf. Hebrews 5:1). While promises can be strictly temporary, oaths apparently are eternal (and not just
guaranteed) and, therefore, likewise make specific promises eternal.

193 Guocev kiplog kol 00 LeTaueANOoeTal 6V T iepedg ig Tov aidve T — Paul quotes all of Psalm 110:4 that
includes the first part about David’s saying that God “has sworn,” which also means that the “will not change his
mind,” that David’s “Lord” is “a priest into the age.” It is this oath that produces the effect of a perpetual, continual,
and eternal priest who provides complete confidence in David and other Jews who understand what he is talking about
here.

194 otér "toc0070 °[Kal] KpeitTovog Sradnrng Yéyovev &yyvog Incodg — The fact that God swore an oath regarding
David’s “Lord” in Psalm 110 that is in addition to the promise that God made to David in the Davidic Covenant of 2
Samuel 7 demonstrates the perpetuity, continuousness, and eternality of Jesus’ priesthood. This also implies and
produces a greater effect of Jesus’ fulfilling the role of this high priest “according to the order of Melchizedek.” Jesus’
intercession on behalf of eternally condemnable human beings at the final judgment even more guarantees the
complete and eternal effect of his priestly role (cf. vs. 23-25). Just as God will not renege on His promise to Abraham
to grant him the “great nation” of his descendants and eternal life for those who imitate his belief and patience (cf.
Hebrews 6:13-20), so also will He not renege on His commitment to Jesus to be our successful advocate at the final and
eternal judgment. In other words, the “betterness” of the New Covenant is ultimately its provision of a guaranteed
eternal priest, that, in turn provides for “complete confidence” of eternal mercy for the Jewish (and Gentile) worshiper
(cf. vs. 19, 23-25).

195 o ol pév mhelovég elotv yeyovoteg iepeic S 10 Bovdtm koldesbor Toapouévely — The sinful Levitical priests
would die, and the next sinful generation of Levites would have to take over for them, thus requiring a constant
succession and procession of priests down through history. As a result, there were “many more” of them in comparison
to Jesus as a one man priesthood.

But, like the Levitical priests, Jesus also died. But he did so on the cross. Therefore, “death” here primarily refers to its
cause, i.e., mankind’s sinfulness, while also referring to physical death. Jesus did not die because of his own sinfulness.
He died because of everyone else’s sinfulness and in order to intercede of their behalf to obtain God’s mercy. It is
mankind’s innate and eternally problemmatic sinfulness, along with its consequence of even physical death, that
prevented the Levitical priests from intervening at the eternal judgment on behalf of other sinful human beings and
themselves as sinful human beings.

And this is precisely the issue for Paul. God, for His own reasons, requires a permanent and eternal high priest to
intervene in order for sinful human beings to receive complete and eternal mercy (even though there is nothing inherent
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in Jesus’ death in comparison to the death of animals that makes his death more legally appropriate). But God has
deemed that only a morally perfect priest, who does not deserve either physical or eternal death, can intercede for
sinners. Otherwise, like all the Levitical priests, if a sinful human being had to stand alone before God (or with only
Levitical priests’ trying to intercede on his behalf), he would be condemned at the judgment too. As a result of needing
an intermediary other than themselves at the judgment, all the Levitical priests will be disqualified to continue as
priests into the eternal age. In the final analysis, the eternal condemnation that they all deserve prevents them from
continuing as priests into eternity. Only the morally perfect and eternal “Lord” of David and king of Israel is allowed
by God to perform the role of mediary before God and achieve complete and eternal forgiveness for sinners.

196 6 8¢ 8100 1O uévely avTOV €lg TOV alidva dmapdpotov Exer Thy Niepmovvny — Jesus’ role as high priest and advocate
lasts “into the age (gig tov aidva),” i.e., into the “great nation” of Israel and, by extrapolation, into eternity, which
makes his intervention “better” than that of the Levitical priests, just as the New Covenant is “better” than the Mosaic
Covenant (cf. Hebrews 7:21,22).

Rather than deserving eternal condemnation like the Levitical priests, Jesus deserves to be both king and priest on
behalf of those who are otherwise eternally condemned by God. In addition, no one ever succeeds Jesus as eternal high
priest, because he never dies affer his resurrection and ascension. The Levitical priests were constantly dying, but
Jesus, after his death and in the light of his being resurrected from the dead and alive now, is a permanent priest and
king “without successor” (arapdpatov). No one ever replaces him in his eternal role as both king and priest.

197 §Bev koL odlewv €l TO TAVTEAES SUVOLTAL TODG TPOGEPXOUEVOVE S adTOD T Bed, mavToTe {MV €ig

10 évtuyyxavew vmep avt@v — Paul is referring to those who are heading towards drawing near to and approaching God
at the final judgment with Jesus in mind as the one who will appeal to God for their mercy and will be successful in
doing so vs. their having in mind the Levitical priests as their advocates during the time that they brought their
sacrifices and offerings to God through them, which method of appealing to God would fail to bring them complete and
eternal mercy.

Thus, Jesus provides the means into a state of complete and eternal salvation for people, even Jewish people who
genuinely qualify to participate in Israel through their inward obedience to the Mosaic Covenant, in the midst of his
being the only person qualified to intercede as a priest without successor on their behalf at the final judgment. Levitical
priests cannot do this, because they, like everyone else except Jesus, need an intercessor and, thus, disqualify
themselves from continuing as priests at the final judgment and into eternity. The Levitical priest has been adequate to
provide the Jewish worshiper with the confidence that he is a bona fide member of the people of God, the Israelites, but
he is no good at providing him with complete confidence that he is an authentic participant of the eternal Kingdom of
God. Thus, if anyone stubbornly and with a hard heart relies on someone besides Jesus for interceding for him before
God for eternal mercy after hearing about Jesus as the crucified Messiah and “Lord” of David, they will receive only
eternal condemnation and not salvation and life.

Romans 8:34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us (¢ kol évtoyydver VIEP NUAV).

198 1o10070¢ Yép Muiv °kal Empemev dpyepevc — The situation of the Mosaic Covenant, whereby it merely started a
person on the road to God’s complete forgiveness by using the sacrificial practices involving animals and sinful priests
as a means to participate properly in the nation of Israel but did not provide for complete confidence in God’s eternal
mercy or for complete and eternal forgiveness meant that Jesus, with his offering to God that qualified him to intercede
continually and at the final judgment, along with God’s oath through David in Psalm 110:4 that determined that he
would be a permanent priest, truly “fit the circumstances for us,” i.e., for Jewish sinners like Paul.

199 §610¢ — This word is usually translated “holy,” but in this context the reference is to Jesus’ being special in all that
he is and does as a human being. He is the very presence of God within the created reality (Hebrews 1:1,2). He fulfills
the role of both king and priest according to the Davidic Covenant and Psalm 110. He is morally perfect and has
suffered death in order to qualify for both his eternal roles of king and priest/advocate.

200 §G10¢ BKOKOG GUIOVTOC, KEXMPLOUEVOS GO TAV GUAPTOADY KOl DYNAGTEPOC TOV 0VDPUVAY YEVOUEVOC —

Jesus as the “high priest” of sinners is “innocent” (dxokog), meaning that he is without evil. He is morally perfect so
that all the he does, in contrast to the sinful Levitical priests, is morally perfect like him.

Jesus is “undefiled” (&piovrtog), meaning that he is not mixed with either sin or lies. He is the very embodiment of
moral purity and truth.

Jesus has been “separated from sinners” (kexopiopévog Gno 1@V auoptordv), meaning like the other words that his is
without sin and devoid of any moral or intellectual impurity. He is and does what is good, and he thinks only that which
is good. He does not need an intercessor for himself.

Jesus is “raised to higher heights than the heavens” (bynAdtepog 1@V ovpavdv), meaning that he is above the whole
creation since he is its ruler and God’s proxy within the creation.

With these various necessary qualifications and as the king of Israel according to the Davidic Covenant, i.e., as the Son
of God, Jesus rules over the heavens, which is to say that he rules over the entire creation as the Davidic king and
God’s proxy. In this sense, he is higher than the heavens and, consequently, than the Levitical priests just as even
Solomon was (cf. Psalm 2 & 8).

201 5¢ ovK Exel ko HUEPAV AVAYKNY, HOTEP ‘0l BPYLEPEIC’, TPOTEPOV VTEP TAV 1SIOV CGuapTI®VY "OVGing Gvopépev
énerta T@V 100 Aoot T00TO Yap Emoinoev Epanal €avtov "dvevéykoag — In this whole context, Paul is not speaking
of only the Yom Kippur sacrifice for the Jews’ sins and sinful actions, but the daily (xa6” fuépav) and annual offerings
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that the priests would bring. As long as God was requiring the ruler of the eternal Kingdom of God to mediate for the
people who would inhabit it, He also chose to have him offer himself (¢éxvtov) as a propitiatory offering in order to
qualify for his roles of both king and high priest. Yet, this was a onetime (§pdnat) offering by Jesus, because it was for
others and not for himself.

The Levitical priests used themselves and their own animal sacrifices to God to qualify to be in the nation of Israel. But
this is all that they could do for other Jewish sinners and for themselves. It would take the Messiah/Priest of Psalm 110
to be the means for their entering into the eternal Kingdom of God by his bringing the only offering which God accepts
for the result of complete and eternal mercy and forgiveness—himself as both priest and offering. Thus, Jesus is an
eternal priest as David states in Psalm 110 by literarily associating him with Melchizedek and as Paul is explicitly
stating here by his bringing the one and only offering acceptable to God for complete and eternal purposes—himself
(¢avTOV).

And what a remarkable act on the part of Jesus, to offer himself instead of something else in order to appeal to God for
mercy and life, even for others.

Hebrews 10:10 in which “desire” we have become set apart in conjunction with the offering of the “body” of Jesus the
Messiah once and never again (¢panag).

202 5 véuog yop GvepdTOVS KaBIGTNGIY TapYLEPEIC EX0VTag GoBEvelo, O AOYOC 8¢ THG OPKMUOGIOG THS LETH TOV
vouov viov gig Tov aidva teteleiwuévov — Here, again, Paul mentions the importance of God’s oath with respect to
Jesus as the Melchizedekan high priest, in light of the oath that He swore to Abraham. The “weakness” of the Levitical
priests, i.e., their sinfulness and dying without being able to live eternally and the fact that the Mosaic Covenant is only
temporary and for the people of Israel, would lead to their own eternal condemnation, if God were not to grant them
mercy through some other means. Thus, they need a completely different priest and cannot be their own priests
according to what God has designed for the story of history and the way that these truths have been described in the
OT, e.g., in Psalm 110. Paul emphasizes that, in Psalm 110:4, God swore an oath that the final Son of God would be an
eternal priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,” who brings complete and eternal confidence to Jewish (and
Gentile) sinners.

Paul is also saying that, because David wrote Psalm 110 five hundred years after the Mosaic Covenant, we know that
his statements in the psalm supersede the Covenant. Thus, Jesus’ responsibility as the Son of God was to die for the
sinfulness of the people, in order that he could qualify to be their priest and intercessor at the final judgment and their
king and high priest in the “great nation” of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God of the new earth after it (cf.
Hebrews 5:9-10)—by being resurrected from the dead.

For God to appoint a Son, i.e., a king, to be also the ultimate priest for His people, does sound quite unusual, unless one
takes a look, as David did in Psalm 110, at the ANE and people like Melchizedek. Then, it makes all the sense in the
world. But a Jew must allow the Mosaic Covenant to be relativized in its importance in his mind, or he will miss these
vital aspects of the ANE and OT in the light of the OT’s even mentioning the New Covenant.

203 xepdhoov 8¢ Témi 1ol Aeyopévolc, Totobrov éxouev dpyepéo — Here Paul is saying that his goal in this letter and
especially in this section of chapters 5-10 is to provide an adequate argument for Jesus of Nazareth’s being both a high
priest and a king, both an advocate for immoral rebels of sinful Jews (and Gentiles) and their ruler over the entire
creation in the eternal Kingdom of God. In addition, he has argued that Jesus is fully human, morally perfect, eternal,
and brings the proper, eternal offering of himself in order to intercede successfully for sinful human beings before God
for His eternal mercy. Not only is an angelos, a theophany of Yahweh, incapable of fulfilling such a role as Messiah
and high priest (cf. chapter 1), but so are the Levitical priests (chapters 5-10). It is the latter that Paul has focused on in
chapters 5-7, ending with 7:23-28.

This high priest, who is a “according to the order of Melchizedek,” is different from the Levitical priests, because they
keep dying and bringing animal sacrifices so thata they are completely inadequate to intercede eternally and completely
for rebellious human beings so as to provide them with complete confidence in approaching God and receiving His
eternal grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Jesus is not only different in his moral ontology (he is morally perfect), but he is
different by also being an eternal king, by virtue of his being permanently raised from the dead, over the people whom
he rules—again, because he never dies after his resurrection and after he has become a high priest.

204 5¢ ékGOIoeY £v SeELd TOD BpOVOL THE UEYOAOSVVIC €v Toig "ovpavoic — Back in Hebrews 1:3, Paul said that the
Son, Jesus, has sat down at the right hand of the Great One in the heights after he made cleansing of sin to indicate how
much authority, the same as the uncreated God but just a little less since Jesus is created, that Jesus has. Then, in
Hebrews 1:13, Paul asked if God has ever asked one of the angeloi to sit at His right hand until He makes his enemies a
footstool for his feet. This is what David indicates in Psalm 110:1 that God says to his “Lord.”

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand (";".”7.3”? 2) (kdBov éx Se&idv pov) until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet (7721715 297 T2 MWR™IY) (Eog &v 66 100G £xBPovg G0V VTOTGSIOV THV
nod®V 60v).”

God means that he wants David’s “Lord,” who is one of his descendants and who ultimately fulfills the Davidic
Covenant as the final and eternal king of Israel and the Kingdom of God, to rule over God’s creation eternally, both
over the temporary Kingdom of Israel (on the present earth of Revelation 20) and over the eternal Kingdom of God (on
the eternal earth of Revelation 21) with a level of authority that is just under that of Yahweh Himself.

David was obviously speaking metaphorically when he mentioned his Lord’s sitting at the right hand of God, because
no created king, even Jesus, can exist outside the creation and become uncreated and transcendent like Yahweh, the
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Father and Author of this story that He is telling. But, as I have said, to sit at God’s right hand is to be granted His
authority to rule over God’s creation. This aspect of Jesus’ role makes him completely different from the Levitical
priests who only mediate and advocate for the people of Israel in regard to their own sins and the sins of the rest of the
people, but who do not rule over them. They instruct them but are not their kings.

The “Great One in the heavens” means that God is the greatest being, and He is eternal and transcendent in comparison
to the creation which is temporal, temporary, and created. There is no created time outside the creation, even though
there may be sequence in God’s existence. Plus, the creation is contingent and at risk of disappearing merely by its
existence being entirely dependent on God’s willing it to exist. If He were all of a sudden to will it not to exist, then it
would not. Therefore, only God is uncreated and self-existent. Everything else is dependent on Him for its existence at
every moment. i

1 Chronicles 29:11 “Yours, Yahweh, is the greatness (ﬂ%jgﬂ) (n peyoroovvn) and the power and the glory and the
victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth. Yours is the dominion (i1 ;‘?FJF_JU)
(8eomdlers), Yahweh, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.”

205 1y Gylov Aertovpydg kol Thg okMvic Thg Andiviic — Just as Aaron and the Levitical priests administrated and
personally managed all the sacred tasks involving sacrifices and offerings to God in the earthly tabernacle/temple under
the jurisdiction of the Mosaic Covenant, in order to appeal to God for His temporary mercy and approval of the
individual Jews as members in good standing of the nation of Israel, so also Jesus, as the high priest of the New
Covenant, administrates and manages these tasks in the heavenly temple under the New Covenant by means of his
sacrifice and offering himself and appealing to God for complete and eternal mercy at the final judgment (cf. Hebrews
9).

Does a literal “tent” exist “in the heavens” where Jesus sprinkles his blood on an ark, etc. to appeal to God the Father
for forgiveness for the Jewish sinners? No. Paul is speaking metaphorically by taking the physical tent/temple of the
Israelites and in Jerusalem and using it as a word picture for where Jesus performs his function and role as the
permanent and eternal high priest for the people. Consequently, this is not that an actual, eternal temple building that
God literally built in heaven, but Jesus appeals for eternal mercy within the courtroom of God at the judgment so to
speak. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 indicates that the “judgment” for believers takes place when Jesus returns, so that, if
someone is raised from the dead or ascends alive from the earth into “the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,” he has
received God’s mercy through Jesus’ appeal to Him. In other words, Paul is speaking analogously about the heavenly
“tent” and temple as the “true” one where eternal judgment and mercy both take place for the sake of entering the
eternal Kingdom of God.

Also, there are at least three specific meanings for 6 dyiog in the OT—

1) The different compartments of the tabernacle/temple. For example, Exodus 26:33, “You shall hang up the
veil/curtain under the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within the veil/curtain; and the
veil/curtain shall serve for you as a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies (2"&/727 &2 1"21 WP

1°3) (Gva uécov tod dyiov ki Gvi pécov Tod ayiov t@v ayimv).” Also, see Hebrews 9:1-12, especially v. 12.

2) The moral commandments of God. For example, Leviticus 19:20 (26:2), “You shall keep My sabbaths and revere
My sanctuary (N7 ’{;f'j;?m) (ko &mo T@V ayiov pov eopndicecode); I am Yahweh.” Rather than “sanctuary”
being the correct translation here, in the context it is more likely that it refers to “sacred commandments involving
morality and offerings.”

3) The sacred offerings of the people that involve the prescribed rituals of the Levitical priests under the Mosaic
Covenant such that these offerings also become literal food for the Levites. For example, Numbers 18:10, “As the most
holy gifts (D’;;f'j]?ﬁ W'IP:) (¢v 1 ayio 1@V ayiov) you shall eat it; every male shall eat it. It shall be holy to you.”
Notice that the words literally translate “in the holy of holies,” as though God is speaking of the room and place where
the ark of covenant was kept. However, He probably is not speaking of the priests’ eating the offerings of the Israelites
in the Holy of Holies. Instead, he is saying that they need to treat these offerings as really sacred stuff, even while they
eat them as their payment and compensation for their fulfilling their duties as priests, because they came from the
prescribed offerings to Him by way of the Levitical priests. This food is their inheritance, as God says in Numbers
18:21, “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service
which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting.”

Indeed, there are very many uses in Exodus through Numbers of a form of 6 Gyuwog that refer to the Levites and the
sacred place of the tabernacle along with the sacred rituals and offerings. For example, there is also Numbers 8:19, I
have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the sons of Israel, to perform the service of the
sons of Israel at the tent of meeting and to make atonement on behalf of the sons of Israel, so that there will lge no
plague among the sons of Israel by their coming near to the sanctuary (Z7P777N ijm-uz N2 M3 oRaee

g min) ﬂ'ﬂ’ N'%D (xar ovk €oton &v 101G Vioig lopan mpooseyyilov Tpog T Gya).”

Then, in regard to the eternal “temple,” there is Exodus 25:8,9, “Let them construct a sanctuary (C/"T[P?J) (ayicoua)
for Me, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I am going to show you, the pattern of the tabernacle (0
nopaderyna tig oknviic) and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.”

Thus, Jesus serves in the true, “heavenly” tabernacle/tent so to speak of the judgment room of God (cf. Hebrews 8:5;
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9:1-28), and his attention is toward the really sacred things of God’s eternal mercy, as in Hebrews 9, not the earthly
issue of temporarily, properly participating in the nation of Israel.
206 iy gnnEev 6 kvproc, T ovk &vBpwmoc — God has set up a “place” for eternal purposes where Jesus as high priest
administrates and carries out his duties of appealing for complete mercy and forgiveness from God on behalf of sinful
human beings. This place is metaphorically the courtroom of God where the final judgment of all human beings’ takes
place upon Jesus’ return (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

If people are raised from the dead when he returns or lifted from the earth to meet him as he descends towards
Jerusalem, then they have gone through the judgment of God and been granted eternal mercy by Him through Jesus’
appeal on their behalf. This will be the “true tent” (tfig oxnviig Tfig &Andiviig) where our High Priest, Jesus, appeals to
God for eternal mcrcy for us and succeeds in doing so.

207 maic yap GipylEPEDS €1 TO TPOCPEPELY dDPG Te KoL Buciag kabicTotar 60ev Gvarykoiov £xewv Tt Kol TodToV O
npooevéykn — As I said in the note for Hebrews 5:1, but it is worth repeating here, God established in the Mosaic
Covenant that the high priest’s role included his offering to Him something that functioned as an appeal and request to
Him for a sinner’s forgiveness for his sins. Does His mercy technically require this? No. It is just that way God has
arranged reality to accomplish His purpose of granting forgiveness to sinful Jewish people and human beings.
Technically, He could just say to them, “You are forgiven,” and this would be the case. In other words, forgiveness
does not require some sort of outward legal action in addition to the person who forgives’ choosing to do so so that the
offender does not have to pay a penalty or be appropriately punished in order for justice to be served in an equitable,
fair, and upright manner, i.e., in a quid pro quo way that demonstrates clear reciprocity and perfect give-and-take.
Nevertheless, as God has stipulated for how He accomplishes His purposes of granting forgiveness of sins to sinful
human beings, high priests mediate on behalf of those who have rebelled against God in order to gain His mercy for
them. Therefore, God has designed the story of creation so that an offering by the high priest is a necessary part of the
process as. If there is no offering, then there is no mercy from God. If there is the right offering, then God grants eternal
mercy. Therefore, in the case of Jesus, his offering provides the eternal mercy that Jewish and Gentile sinners need,
because he is the only right offering with respect to it, which, in turn, qualifies him to act as high priest. He was
assigned by God the function of acting as high priest for people, but he could not exercise his function until he had
qualified to do so by dying on the cross as an offering to God. Thus, he carries out his responsibility into eternity, while
he also rules over the creation and the eternal Kingdom of God—starting with the “great nation” of Israel and this
world before God destroys the present realm and creates a new and eternal heaven and earth (cf. Revelation 20-22).
Hebrews 5:1 Every high priest, after he is taken from men, is put in charge of things pertaining to God on behalf of
men, in order that he may offer up gifts and tokens of loyalty on behalf of sins (iva. Tpoc@épn d@pa Te Kol Bvoiog
VIEP AUOPTIAV).

208 &} uev "oV MV Mt Yic, 008 &V NV iepevc, GvTov T TOV TPOsPEPOVIOV KaTd T vopov Tt ddpo — The Mosaic
Covenant specifically stipulates that the members of the tribe of Levi and only the tribe of Levi are responsible for
being priests. No other tribe has the right to be priests, not even the tribe of Judah, of which Jesus is a member.
Therefore, Jesus is theologically and biblically not permitted to be a priest under Mosaic Covenant. Indeed, it would be
outright disobedient and illegal of him to practice the rites of the Levites in the earthly tabernacle/temple according to
the Mosaic Covenant. He would be condemned by God and have to die for doing so.

As aresult, Jesus’ service as a priest has nothing to do with the Mosaic Covenant, demonstrating that this covenant is
irrelevant when it comes to gaining God’s complete and eternal mercy. The Levitical priests, therefore, by definition,
are not performing their function with respect to eternal mercy. Their function has to do with something entirely
different. It has to do with gaining God’s statement of approval that the individual Jews are participating properly in the
nation of Israel—albeit through their biblical inwardness and changed hearts that produce authentic belief.

Therefore, Jesus’ service is not and cannont be an “earthly” priesthood (as Melchizedek’s was), i.e., of the present
realm in the “earthly” temple in Jerusalem. Instead, his is a “heavenly” priesthood outside the earthly temple of
Jerusalem and that continues into eternity, i.e., through the millennial kingdom of the “great nation” of the Jews onto
the new and eternal earth after this creation. His is the priesthood that pertains to eternal life and the Jew/Gentile
Kingdom of God and not just the temporary existence of the Jewish nation of Israel on the present earth as was the case
for the Levites.

209 oitiveg dmodelynott Ko oK1§ Aatpevovsty Tdv émovpaviov — The earthly temple, along with its prescribed rituals
under the Mosaic Covenant, is merely a copy of the “heavenly” and thereby eternal place and its sacred “ritual” of
Jesus’ appealing for mercy on behalf of sinful human beings, in the sense that the temple follows the pattern and
drawings that were shown Moses on Mt. Sinai and provides a place where the Levites can perform the same kind of
function for earthly and temporary benefit for the Israelites.

Because “heaven” is not actually a spatial location as something that exists above the earth, this statement demonstrates
that “heavens” means permanent and eternal, not a place. It is a term of sequential time within the creation, not a term
of location and space. It also means that there is no actual temple building in heaven. Paul is simply using these terms
as a word picture for what Jesus does through his return and restoring the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel.

210 eaBing KexpnuaTioTon MoboTc LEA®V ETLTELEY TV GKNVIV Gpal YEpP @NOLY, TOMGEL TAVTO KOTO TOV THTOV
Tov derBévia oot év 1@ Gper — Exodus 25:8-9, 40 is the key to understanding what Paul is getting at here—

Exodus 25:8 “Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that [ may dwell among them. 25:9 According to all that [ am
going to show you, as the pattern of the dwelling place and the pattern of all its furniture (1’:;'5; D730 NRY
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];CJ?JH 07330 DR) (16 mapddetyuo T oknviig kKol 10 Topddetypo Taviav TGV okevdv avTic), just so you shall
construct it...”

Exodus 25:40 “See that you make them after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the mountain (7712
AR IONTWN DQ’J:H: RPN (8po movioeg katé 1OV TémOV OV Sederypévov cot &v 1 Spet).”

N33R is derived from 732 = he built. Thus, the word basically means a building plan. God showed Moses something
on Mt. Sinai that provided him with an image of exactly what the portable tabernacle/dwelling place and its utensils
would look like. Eventually, the stone temple as God’s dwelling place, along with all its sacred implements, would look
like this too. Probably, though, it was just a floor plan of the building, because it is the placement and location of the
various objects used in the tabernacle/temple that was most important. For example, the Holy of Holies had to be
separated by a curtain from the rest of the tabernacle, in order to provide a place where only the high priest entered
once a year during Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

Paul is using the idea of God’s showing and even giving a divine injunction to (kexpnudrtictal) Moses “on the
mountain” (¢v 1@ Gpev) of Sinai a building/floor plan, a pattern (tvrog), and telling him to stick to it exactly to say that
this is similar to the relationship between the Moses’ obeying God and building the “building” and what Jesus does to
obey and serve God, that the former obeying of God is a merely a pattern (tvrog) of Jesus’ performing his ministry that
results in his serving God eternally, i.e., in the heavenly “temple.”

In terms of time and events, which is the meaning of “heavenly” in this case, Jesus was told to stick exactly to the plan
that God had for him to obtain a way to serve sinful human beings that is superior to that of both Moses and the
Levitical priests. They as sinners built a material tent and brought animals as offerings to God. The morally perfect
Jesus suffers, dies, rises from the dead, and serves God eternally as the perpetual high priest of believing sinners.
Thus, God manifested Himself within the creation (as an angelos), and on Mt. Sinai He showed Moses a pattern that
He wanted him to follow when the Israelites constructed the tent that they would carry with them in the wilderness and
where they would perform their worship of Him with the Levitical priests serving in the tent. The goal was the tent as
God’s dwelling place (];W 73), and there was a “divine injunction” of a pattern and floor plan that Moses was required
to follow in building it. And just as God directed Moses to follow the pattern and build His portable dwelling place, so
also God directed Jesus to follow His requirements to become an eternal high priest for Jewish (and Gentile) sinners.
Therefore, I think that this part of v. 5 begins another sentence that will end with v. 6.

21 ryyv[i] 8¢ S10LpopmTEPOC “TETVYXEV AELTOVPYIOC, BO® KOl KPEITTOVC EGTIV StoB1KkNg uesitng, fTig £ml kpeittoov
enayyeMong vevouodétnton — I think that we can say that Moses’ service of the actual earthly temple by building the
tabernacle/dwelling place of God was superior to the pattern (tvnog) that he was shown by God. Similarly, Jesus’
service of living, dying, rising from the dead, etc. is superior to both what Moses did by building the tabernacle, what
the Levites do by bringing offerings to God within it, and the heavenly copy, i.e., pattern (tvrog), of this
tabernacle/temple that is on earth.

As aresult, Jesus is “indeed the mediator of a better covenant” (ko kpeittovdg éotiv dadnkng pesitn), and the New
Covenant was “legislated on the basis of better promises” (¢n1 kpeittootv énayyehiaig vevouodétntat) than the
Mosaic Covenant. The New Covenant is most explicitly described according to Jeremiah 31:31-34 that Paul will quote
in a moment. Its promise is to forgive completely and eternally the Jews simply on the basis of His changing their
hearts and the offering of the Messiah (the latter being implied in Jeremiah 31:31-34), not on the basis of animal
sacrifices, even if God were to change all their hearts so that they all “keep” the Mosaic Covenant, as He states in
Deuteronomy 29-31 that He is eventually going to do.

Consequently, within this context, Paul has been arguing and will go on to argue that the complete and eternal
forgiveness of the Jews includes a new priesthood that is “heavenly,” i.e., eternal, and not earthly, i.e., temporary
involving just the nation of Israel, that goes beyond merely the temporary effects of the Mosaic Covenant for the
Jewish people, because the Messiah will intervene on behalf of human beings at the final judgment. The Levitical
priests cannot do this. Indeed, they themselves need Jesus’ advocacy at this judgment.

In addition, Paul has already explained that the “promise” of the Mosaic Covenant could not provide an intercessor and
priest at the final judgment and on into eternity. However, Deuteronomy 30 did promise a change of heart for all the
Jews, but it should be considered as comments by God that also imply a change in covenant and a new priesthood, that
of the New Covenant and the priesthood of Melchizedek respectively. Thus, Deuteronomy 30 is making the same
promise as the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34, that, at some point in the future, all of the nation of Israel would
become authentic believers (cf. Deuteronomy 30; Hebrews 8:8-12;10:5-10,15-18). And both passages are implying
both the Davidic Covenant and God’s calling the final Davidic king to function as a high priest “according to the order
of Melchizedek.” In other words, those who have understood properly the Mosaic Covenant are not surprised and even
willingly and immediately accept the production of a NEW Covenant with a new priesthood that has an eternal and
complete effect. This brings the confidence that sinners need to approach God and receive His eternal forgiveness.
Therefore, Jesus’ service to sinful human beings is superior (ipopwtépag) to that of Levitical priests and, by
extrapolation, Moses, because he brings about complete and eternal forgiveness and not just the same kind of
temporary effects of the Mosaic Covenant. In addition, he will serve as king in the eternal Kingdom of God after the
temporary restored Kingdom of Israel, so that he rules and intercedes at the same time, which neither any of the other
Davidic kings nor any of the Levitical priests ever did.

To put it succintly, the “better promises” of the New Covenant is the promise of a new high priest whose function will
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bring about complete and eternal forgiveness and participation in the Kingdom of God, not just in the nation of Israel,
even though God made the New Covenant specifically with the Jews.

212 &1 yéip M mpdTN ékeivn v Gpeuntoc ovk Gv devtépoc EnTeito TOmOg — duepmtog is typically used to refer to
people who are uncondemned before God (cf. Luke 1:16; Philippians 2:15). In this case, Paul is saying that the Mosaic
Covenant is incapable of bringing about a standing before God whereby a sinful human being is completely and
eternally uncondemned, because it did not provide for the proper high priest and offering that would satisfy God in
their appeal for His complete and eternal mercy. In other words, the Mosaic Covenant uses only mortal, sinful priests,
along with animals, so that these Levitical priests themselves need Jesus to appeal to God for eternal mercy on their
behalf. Therefore, the Mosaic Covenant is insufficient in its personnel and practices to accomplish eternal mercy and
life for the Jews.

The New Covenant, with Jesus as its high priest, does provide complete and eternal mercy and will involve eventually
all living Jews, because they will become changed of heart by God, as Paul goes on to explain in vs. 8-12.

See also Hebrews 9:1-10:18, which is a full explanation of this statement in Hebrews 8:7. Thus, even the Jews should
have realized from the inception of the Mosaic Covenant that they should seek a second and better covenant other than
the Mosaic Covenant in order to obtain God’s complete and eternal mercy. Once one understands the relative nature of
the Mosaic Covenant, all the time, energy, effort, and thought that the Jews have put into understanding and obeying it
and the Talmud, etc. seems rather ridiculous and wasteful in the light of what Paul is arguing here. Likewise, all the
time, energy, effort, and thought that Christians have put into creating and maintaining a religious system that includes
such things as buildings, staff, payrolls, administration of organizations, etc. seems rather ridiculous and wasteful in the
light of what Paul is arguing here.

I think that this is the point of Deuteronomy 30:11-14—

Deuteronomy 30:11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of
reach. 30:12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us to get it for us and make us hear
it, that we may observe it?” 30:13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross the sea for us to get it
for us and make us hear it, that we may observe it?* 30:14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your
heart, that you may observe it.”

Even though there are 613 commandments within the Mosaic Covenant, the people’s inward change that is manifested
in humility, belief, and pursuing obedience to these commandments is more important that actually doing each and
every individual commandment at every moment of their lives. Their committed willingness to obey the covenant is
more important than outward practice of the external injunctions is.

213 neppdpevog yap fadtovg Aéyer — Hebrews 8:8-12 is tricky, because these verses seem to indicate that the only
problem with the Jews was their hearts, so that, if they had acquired changed hearts under the Mosaic Covenant, then
God would grant them eternal mercy. However, this would not be coherent with Paul’s argument in Hebrews. Instead,
there were two problems with the OT Jews under the Mosaic Covenant. One was that they lacked the kind of hearts that
God required for even obeying properly the Mosaic Covenant and participating correctly in the nation of Israel. But
even the Mosaic Covenant in Deuteronomy 30 promised to correct this problem. Therefore, there must have been
another problem that is implied by both the Mosaic Covenant and God’s statement of the New Covenant in Jeremiah
31. This was the problem of a less than adequate priesthood for Jews’ obtaining God’s complete and eternal mercy. As
a result, the New Covenant promises not only changed hearts for the Jews (which the Mosaic Covenant does), but also
a new and eternally adequate priest for them, indeed, the Messiah and Davidic king who is a “priest according to the
order of Melchizedek.”

It just so happened that it was clearly the case that God could consider the OT Jews condemned (pep@duevog) because
they lacked proper inwardness. But He also considered them condemned because they were rejecting the clear message
of the Mosaic Covenant by virtue of its multiple, animal sacrifices and Levitical priesthood (cf. Hebrews 9 and 10) that
it was pointing to a second, different, and NEW Covenant, which would be necessary in order for God to grant them
complete and eternal mercy—in line with how He had composed and designed the story to proceed. Thus, God deemed
them condemned and declared that He would institute a New Covenant whereby He would forgive them all completely
and rescue them eternally from His condemnation by changing the heart of each one of them (v. 8) in the midst of
providing them with a different and eternally effective high priest (cf. Hebrews 10:5-10,15-18, which is a fuller
explanation of this point and includes comments by David that he understands the importance of another method
besides the sacrifices of animals for obtaining eternal mercy).

The implication of all this, as Paul will go on to argue in Hebrews 9 & 10, is that the New Covenant applies to only
Jews not only who are inwardly changed but also who grasp the significance of the eternal Melchizedekan priest of
Psalm 110.

2141500 Huépor Epxovion, Aéyer kvprog — In the rest of vs. 8 through v. 12, Paul directly quotes the Septuagint of
Jeremiah 31:31-34, the most explicit statement of the New Covenant in the Old Testament. With this covenant, God is
saying that He will finally and completely forgive the sins of His people, the nation of Israel, which He implies has not
been the case under the Mosaic Covenant, as important as it has been to them and to the Gentiles in history as a didactic
tool for everyone—or at least this is what it was supposed to be according to Exodus 19, for the Jewish people to be a
kingdom of priests and therefore teachers to the rest of the world, and according to Deuteronomy 4, for the Gentiles to
recognize the wisdom of the Jews as they obey it.

With this description of the New Covenant, God is also implying that He will use a different method to bring about the
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forgiveness of sins for the nation of Israel, which Paul explains here is David’s “Lord,” the “priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek” as mentioned in Psalm 110.

Certainly the entire description of the New Covenant points towards a significant change in the people of Israel, that
not only will they all have changed hearts and “know Yahweh,” but God “will remember their sins no more”—whixch
we now know is only through Jesus’ death and his interceding for them.

Here, in the middle of v. 8, Paul quotes Jeremiah 31:31, Septuagint — idov fuépon €pyovtar, enoiv kvprog; Hebrew
text— 177TANR] QN3 027 737, i.e., “Behold, days are coming,” says Yahweh. —

First, a minor issue, that Paul must be using a more up to date way of writing that someone “says” something by
substituting Aéyeu for the Septuagint’s gnoiv throughout these verses of Jeremiah 31:31-34.

God said this back about 580 B.C., and we are still waiting for Him to fulfill these words completely. Jesus has arrived
as Messiah, king, and high priest through his death and resurrection to qualify for these roles, but what God says in
Jeremiah 31:31-34 that He is going to do has not found its fulfillment yet, which will coincide with His fulfilling His
promise to Abraham to make his descendants a “great nation.” In other words, the people of Israel as the “great nation”
of the Abrahamic Covenant will be the same people whose sins are forgiven by God when they all become changed of
heart authentic believers in Yahweh.

And God is definitely not in as much a hurry as we typically are to complete the process of the New Covenant or would
like Him to be. He waited 580 years after Jeremiah to bring Jesus into existence and to die, rise from the dead, and
ascend from the earth as the means for him to qualify to be both king and high priest for Isracl. Now, He has waited
another two thousand years, and He has not yet brought about the “great nation” of the Jews.

215 o svviedéon €mi 1oV oikov Topand kol émi Tov oikov Tovda S1abfkny kouviv — In this next line of v. 8, Paul
also quotes approximately a portion of Jeremiah 31:31, Septuagint — kot Sradricopon @ oike Iopan) kol 1@ oike
Tovda drobrixny woviv; Hebrew text — YT 07712 777 D7270N) "mw* lpo i eh *m:n —1ie.,and I will cut a
New covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah —

Paul clarifies that the New Covenant is to be made specifically with the Jews, “the house of Israel [the northern
kingdom of Israel that was destroyed by the Assyrians in 722 B.C.] and the house of Judah [the southern kingdom of
Judah that was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.], while Gentiles will certainly be able to take advantage of it
in order to obtain their goal of complete and eternal mercy, similar to the Jews. Therefore, Gentiles are hitchkiking off
this covenant when God changes their hearts and they demonstrate authentic belief in both Yahweh and the Jewish
Messiah.

In addition, God specifically planned to make a covenant with the Jews that would permit them not only to fulfill the
Mosaic Covenant in order to live securely on the land that God promised them through the Abrahamic Covenant, but
also to move beyond the Mosaic Covenant, as that which simply qualified them to be members of their ethnic nation,
and obtain complete and eternal forgiveness by virtue of the special high priest that the New Covenant provides—by
connecting what God says in it with what David says of his “Lord” in Psalm 110.

216 09 korter THY S1BNKNV, fiv Emoinca toig Tatpdo avTdy — Inv. 9, Paul moves on to Jeremah 31:32a, Septuagint,
00 kot THv Srodnkny, fv S1ebéunv 1oic Tatpdo avtdv; Hebrew text — am“x nR ”ﬂﬁ: 7C.7N ﬂ’ﬁ:: x‘* —1ie.,
not like the covenant which I cut with their fathers

God made the Mosaic Covenant with specifically the ancestors of the Jews with whom He will make the New
Covenant in the “days” that “are coming.” But the New Covenant is going to be different in that He will change the
hearts of all the Jews so that they can obey it properly, which God goes on to imply indirectly in v. 9 by stating that the
Israelites of old were unwilling to obey the Mosaic Covenant.

217 gy ruépar EMAQBOPEVOL LoV THG XEPOC ODTOV EEQYOyEiv adTOVE €K Vg AlyvmTon 8Tl adTOL 00K EvEuEVALY £V
Tf d1001Mxn pov — This is the middle of v. 9 and Paul quotes more of Jeremiah 31:32, Septuagint — 611 avTol 00K
gvéuevay év 11 bk wov; Hebrew text — ‘Iﬁ’?;'mﬁ Enbyi m;n'wx, i.e., My covenant which they broke.

Here, God points to a specific problem with the Jews of Moses’ day, that they lacked the proper inwardness and hearts
to obey the Mosaic Covenant. They did not have changed hearts that had been circumcised by the Spirit of God.
Therefore, while they were journeying through the desert to the land of Canaan that God had promised to them, and
even after they arrived in the land, they continually demonstrated their inward inability to “remain” in and keep the
covenant.

Nevertheless, another of God’s promises under the Abrahamic Covenant has always been to turn the Jews into a “great
nation" at some time in history. This radical transition from a relatively rebellious and ragtag group of people to a
nation that clearly has inwardly and intellectually grasped the eternal plans and purposes of God will require that they
ALL have changed hearts.

Thus, Paul will go on to quote in v. 10 that the New Covenant is stating that all living Jews at some point in history will
have changed hearts. Then, the part of the quote in v. 12 implies that there will be a change in priesthood for the Jews’
(and Gentiles’) eternal sake that will include the restored Kingdom of Israel of Revelation 20. This new priesthood is
most important for Paul’s argument in this section.

18 xayd HuéAnoo avtdv, Aéyer koprog — The end of v. 9 ius the last part of Jeremiah 31:32 — Septuagint — kot éyod
NuEANco ovTAY, PNoitv kvplog; Hebrew text — 02 ’ﬂ‘?g; ’;32;41, i.e., — And I ruled/was a husband to them,” while the
Septuagint says, “And I had no regard for them.”

The Hebrew is the same root as Ba’al (53:), meaning lord, owner, master, and husband. Maybe the Hebrew word can
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mean two things, to rule or be devoted to a woman as her husband, and its opposite, to abandon, divorce, have no
regard for and neglect her—depending on the context. But Paul quotes the Septuagint to the effect that God did not care
for or approve of the Jews, probably because they were unwilling to believe and trust Him. Therefore, it can also be
said that God abandoned them of sorts because of their massive disobedience even in the Sinai desert after He had
rescued them from slavery in Egypt.

As unattractive an idea as this might be to any Jew, Paul is saying that it is true, which can be verified by God’s
dispersing the Jews from the land of Israel both in the 700-600 B.C. time period by the Assyrians and Babyulonians
and in A.D. 132 by the Romans after the Bar Kokhba Revolt. Yet, Jeremiah and Paul are declaring that God will
remain faithful to the Jews by means of the New Covenant, even to the point of ensuring that they become a “great
nation” and acquire eternal life and mercy—both of which are the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant.

219 g1 abTn 1 S1dfkm T, fiv Srdricopon Td otke Toponh petd tag Muépag éxeivac, Aéyel kiploc — Now, in v. 10,
Paul quotes Jeremiah 31: 33 where God begins describing the New Covenant and how it is going to be different from
the Mosaic Covenant — Septuagint — 6t ocm:n n chemcn v Bmaencoum T® oikw Iopoand peto rocg nuépag Eketvac,
gnoiv kvprog ; Hebrew text — MI7770N3 Dn'i o a ’Wﬂx Wﬂv' ma jahy m:x N ﬂ’ﬁ"n DNT 3, ie.,
“because/but this is the covenant which I will cut with the house of Israel after those days,” declares Yahweh.

God now moves on from the unbelief of the Israelites and His resultant not having regard for them to how He began
this passage, that He would make a New Covenant with them. This obviously implies just exactly how faithful and
loyal God is to His people, that the sin and rebellion of the Jews will not stop Him from fulfilling His word to them so
that they will always be His people, ethnically speaking, on the earth and during this realm.

Here, “house of Israel” refers not to just the northern Kingdom of Israel that was destroyed by the Assyrians, but to the
whole nation of Israel, i.e., the ethnic Jews in their entirety, with whom God will make this New Covenant.

God also says that this covenant will go into effect “after those days,” meaning after the time of His making the
covenant with the elements necessary for it to go into effect as He is describing it. I think that he means, after Jesus’
first appearance when he qualifies by his death on the cross to be both Israel’s king and Israel’s high priest. But this
will also mean that he becomes king and high priest for the Gentiles.

In fact, we notice that God is not referring to Gentiles in this statement of the New Covenant. Yet, we know that they
will participate in all the benefits of this covenant, both the temporal ones of the “great nation” of Israel when they
participate in its existence by supporting it or living in it (as mortal believing sinners during the millennial kingdom of
Revelation 20), or overseeing it (as immortal and morally perfect human beings after Jesus’ return). This will all be
through the Gentiles’ belief in the Jewish Messiah and counting on him to appeal to the Father for mercy on their
behalf, too, in order to obtain the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that through him “all the families of the
earth will be blessed.”

220 §1800¢ VOROVE POV €lg TNV Sidvorav adTOV KO £ TKopdiog adTdv "Emiypdye avtovg — Here, from Jeremiah
31:33, we have the beginning of the explicit actions of God that will make this covenant New — Septuagint — §180vg
ddcm vopovg pov gig T didvotay adTdy Kol mt kapdiog adtdv ypdye avtovg; Hebrew text — MIANON
02777 mloly el \’Djﬁiﬂ’nk_}{ N3, i.e., I will place my Torah within them and on their heart I will write it.

Here is the crux of the New Covenant from the standpoint of the ontological and moral effect on the Jews. Based upon
what God will say and Paul will quote in v. 11, I think we can assume that God is speaking of performing these actions
on all the Jews living at the time when He ultimately brings this about. He states explicitly that He will cause the Jews
to obey His “Torah” by changing them inwardly. Not one Jew will lack this change or circumecision of heart that God
actually required of them under the Mosaic Covenant in Deuteronomy 10:16.

As we will see, part of this new Torah will be what Paul quotes in v. 12—the fact of their eternal forgiveness and the
imiplication of their confidence in being eternal forgiven—by means of the new Melchizedekan high priest, i.e., Jesus
of Nazareth from the tribe of Judah. Indeed, the Torah will include the commandment to believe in this high priest that
will dominate all of God’s instructions (\‘Djﬁlﬂ) (véuovg) in the minds and hearts of the Jews. In other words, the Torah
of the Mosaic Covenant will be included in this set of New Covenant instructions, but it will be secondary to the Torah
of believing in the crucified Jewish Messiah and high priest, Jesus. Consequently, there will come a time when all the
Jews, for the first time in history, will properly obey the Mosaic Covenant by virtue of the changed inwardness that
God will cause them to have (cf. Deuteronomy 29,30), AND they will properly obey the Torah to believe in and follow
the crucified Jewish Messiah. In this way, the New Covenant and the Mosaic Covenant will exist together for the Jews
this side of eternity, such that the Mosaic Covenant, for them, will be under the umbrella of the New Covenant when
God changes all their hearts. For Gentiles, there is only the application of the New Covenant to them by their
participating in the eternal benefits of the Abrahamic Covenant through changed inwardness and belief in its different
and Melchizedekan high priest—Jesus of Nazareth.

See also Ezekiel 36:22-38.

21 xoi écopon adToic gig Bedv, kal avTol ésovtai pot eig Aadv — One of the effects of God’s changing the Jews’
hearts is here at the end of v. 10 from Jeremiah 31:33 — Septuagint — xai €oopon adT01g £ig Bedv, kol avtol Esovral
pot gi¢ Aaév; Hebrew text — \’“‘ ’5 TR M D"I"‘&"‘ D:'b 17777, ie., And I will be to them for God, and they
will be to me for people.

The result of all the Jews’ becoming inwardly changed is that they can claim that God is their God, and God can say
that they are His people—finally, for the first time in history, with respect to the entire nation of Israel, who received
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the promise through Abraham as his physical descendants that they were God’s people—ethnically speaking, implying
that eventually they would also be His people with authentic belief as a result of their changed hearts.

Therefore, there are two levels or specific categories of God’s people—

1) There is the spiritual level as a result of a changed inwardness, i.e., God’s people in complete actuality, first the Jews
of physical descent from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and second the Gentiles of any other physical descent, and

2) There is the physical level as a result of being Abraham’s descendants through Isaac and Jacob with the potential to
rise to the level of #1 through changed inwardness, while also having properly qualified for eternal life by believing in
the new high priest of the New Covenant.

Consequently, God’s ultimate plan has been to take the physical, ethnic group of Jews whom He promised to Abraham
in Genesis 12 and cause all of them at some point in history to obtain not only the land of Israel that was included in
these promises but also the eternal Kingdom of God on the eternal earth that was also included in these promises.

God has always wanted/required the group of #2 to become full members of the Jews of #1 and teach the Gentiles
about Him so that they, in turn, can fully become members of #1. However, the Jews have never gone through this
transformation, but they will when Jesus returns.

222 o 00 i S18GEMGIV EKAGTOC TOV "TTOATNV adTOD KoL EKOLGTOC TOV B8eAQOV °adToD AéyOv: YV@ddL TOV KVpLov
671 TAVTEG €18160VGTV pe Ao Uikpod T fmog peydiov awt@v — Here, from Jeremiah 31:34, is another effect of God’s

changing the inwardness of all the living Jews as a result of the New Covenant — Septuagint — xoi 00 uh Sidd&wotv
K06 TOC TOV TOMINY AVTOD KOl EKUGTOG TOV ASeAPOV arvToD Aéymv I'vddr Tov KUpLov' 0T nowtac_; eidfcovciv ue

amo uucpov aVTOV Kol fmg usy(xkov aVTOV; Hebrew text — D"‘ﬁ.‘( i D;DPD“ *mx w-r* Dﬁ: "D MIATTON
wa =BRS 7 TTR;{ N U’gﬂ my j N C./"}'S A 1'[1‘35’ N?], i.e., And they will not teach again, each man his
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know Yahweh,” because all of them will now Me, from the least of them
to the greatest of them.

Evangelism per se will be unnecessary in Israel and among the Jews on the land of Israel, because every Jew’s heart
will be changed so that they will all believe in God and know that God is their God, worshiping Him as their God as
they never have up to this time in human history. The entire nation of Israel who will have changed hearts such that
encouraging Jews to change and become authentic believers will no longer be a necessary endeavor. Because we know
that this action by God had not occurred by the time that Paul wrote this to the Jews in the first century, it is clear that
God must mean that knowing Him will include knowing, believing in, and following the Jewish Messiah who was
crucified on their behalf. And now we know that this will occur when Jesus returns and the first generation of Jews in
the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20 will begin the complete fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:34, because they will all be
sinful, mortal people of changed hearts and authentic belief in Jesus as the Messiah.

Paul is exploiting this aspect of God’s declaration of the New Covenant around 600 B.C. through Jeremiah to prove
that a new high priest from a tribe different from Levi is necessary for all this to come about.

223 311 Theog Eoopo ToAg GdtKiog oDTAY KO TOV "GUapTIOY adTdY 00 pi pvnodd étt — And finally in v. 12 from
Jeremiah 31:34 Paul states THE difference between the Mosaic Covenant and the New Covenant — Septuagint — 811
themg Eoopar Toig Gdikiong AOTAY KoL TAV GRAPTIOV AVTOV 00 pui pvnod® &ty Heb — TV ™DIN &}5 oONEI
oIy 7 n 70& 3, i.e., because I will forgive their iniquity, and I will never remember their sin.

Here is the crux of the New Covenant from the standpoint of God’s judicial stance towards the Jews. This last
statement in v. 12 is not only the one that Paul is emphasizing by quoting all of Jeremiah 31:34 but also the one that he
goes on to explain in chapters 9 and 10 regarding the difference between the continuous animal sacrifices of the sinful
Levitical priests who die one after another and the single sacrifice of the morally perfect Melchizedekan priest Jesus,
who lives perpetually and continuously after his resurrection from the dead.

The basis for God’s eternal and complete acceptance and mercy is always a propitiatory offering by a priest, and Jesus’
new Melchizedekan priesthood/offering, while it cannot operate on earth within the Mosaic Covenant but must do so
“in heaven” so to speak at the final judgment within the New Covenant, also provides for complete and eternal mercy,
so that God “will remember their [the Jews’, and, by extrapolation, the Gentiles’] sin no more.” At best, the Mosaic
Covenant can provide only a temporary mercy of sorts, i.e., an approval by God of a Jew’s participating properly in the
nation of Israel, while the New Covenant provides complete and eternal mercy and the approval by God of either a
Jew’s or a Gentile’s participating properly in the community of believers who qualify for citizenship in the eternal
Kingdom of God—starting with the “great nation” of Israel when Jesus returns and continuing on the eternal earth of
Revelation 21-22.

Consequently, even though this description of the New Covenant in Jeremiah makes no explicit statement about a
priesthood and sin offerings to God, it implies that of the priesthood of Psalm 110 as Paul has argued in Hebrews
7:11,12 and will argue in Hebrews 9 and 10—that when there is a change in priesthood a la Psalm 110, there is also a
change in covenant, and vice versa. As a result, we have the shift from the Mosaic Covenant to the New Covenant for
the Jews as the explicit manner by which they approach God with confidence to receive His mercy and forgiveness.

224 2y 1) Méyewv KOVI)Y TETOACLOKEY THV TPOTNV' TO 88 TOAUIOVIEVOV KO yNpdokov éyyde dpoaviopod — God has
explicitly stated in Jeremiah 31:31-34 that, because He is making a New Covenant with the Israelites, by definition, the
Mosaic Covenant is Old and, therefore, not the basis with its Levitical priesthood for complete and eternal mercy. In
this sense, the Mosaic Covenant is near disappearing along with the present realm when God brings an end to this
realm and creates the eternal Kingdom of God of the new earth with Jesus as priest and intercessor on our behalf
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forever and where the distinction between Jews and Gentiles disappears.

In 9:10, Paul speaks of the Mosaic Covenant as regulations for the Jews “until the season of a new order,” which will
come into existence when God destroys the present earth and creates an eternal earth. At that point, the temporary,
earthly, and historical purposes of the Jews through the Mosaic Covenant will also disappear. They will no longer play
the role of teachers of God to the Gentiles of the earth, because both all the Jews and Gentiles, whom God has
predestined to eternal life, will live on the new and eternal earth.

In the meantime, the Mosaic Covenant simply grows older and older so to speak as it approaches its time of
disappearing completely. It becomes less and less permanent for the Jews as they look to or should look to the New
Covenant only and, specifically, Jesus’ priesthood in line with Psalm 110:4 for their obtaining God’s eternal mercy.

In addition, the animal sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant are completely irrelevant and unnecessary from an eternal
perspective now that the new high priest has qualified for his role through his suffering death on the cross. This clear
and explicit relativizing of the animal sacrifices allows for an individual Jew, if necessary, to omit them from his
Jewish life under the Mosaic Covenant without forfeiting God’s complete and eternal mercy and existence in the
eternal Kingdom of God, as, for example, was the case with Paul during his travels in Turkey, Greece, Rome, etc. As
long as a Jew has changed inwardness and embraces Jesus as his king and priest, while also pursuing obedience to the
Mosaic Covenant as that which demonstrates that he is bona fide member of the nation of Israel, God certainly will
grant him complete mercy and eternal salvation.

225 glyev uev ovv °[koi] f Tpodtn T Srkondpota Aatpeicg 16 Te Gylov koopikév — Paul now goes on in chapters 9 & 10
to point out the profound differences between physical and useless requirements of the Mosaic Covenant and Jesus and
his eternally effective requirements of the New Covenant.

With the Mosaic Covenant, God had established specific religious and physical rituals for the Levites and a specific
and unique place on earth, “the earthly set apart place” (16 te Gyiov kooukov) where they would perform them—the
“sanctuary” or “set apart place” or “tent/tabernacle” during their wanderings in the wilderness and in the Land of
Canaan. .

Exodus 25:8,9 “8 Let them construct a sanctuary/set apart place for Me (W:IPD ’? WATN) (koL TomoElg pot aylooua),

that I may dwell among them (22102 P32 (ko dpbrcopar v dpiv = and I will be experienced (literally “seen”
among you). 9 According to all that [ am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle (];WDH nnaan nR)

(10 mapdderypa tfig oxnviig) and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.”

Regarding 11°J20 = pattern, see notes for Hebrews 8:5. The word '[DUD'I is from '{DU he dwelt, he settled, which
seems synonymous with 2%/*. Notice that the Hebrew word “dwell” in v. 8 is the verb form of the noun “tabernacle” in
v. 9. The Septuagint uses oponcopot (=1 will be seen) in the first case and 1fig oxknvig (=the tent) in the second. Our
word “tabernacle” comes from the Latin taberna = hut, tavern, and is the diminutive of it, i.e., tabernaculum.

Paul will go on to say that the New Covenant also has sacred requirements, but ones that Jesus alone fulfills by his
singular death and that produces eternal mercy and entrance into the Kingdom of God. In other words, there are no
sacred, ritual requirements for followers of Jesus as the Messiah, except the Mosaic Covenant for Jews, but it is highly
relativized and made almost trivial in comparison to the New Covenant. The Mosaic Covenant is for the present realm
only, while the New Covenant is for the “eternal” realm of both the millennial kingdom of the nation of Israel and the
eternal earth after it.

226 GV YO KOTEGKEVEGON 1| TpHT &v N 1 Te Avyvie kol 1 Tpdmela Kol 1 TPoBesic TOV dpTev T, fiTic AéyeTon
Gyl — Why is Paul going into so much detail on these physical aspects of the Mosaic Covenant? To contrast their
strictly religious and ineffective nature in contrast to the legal and eternally effective nature of Jesus’ offering himself
through death to God.

There were two compartments or rooms in the original tabernacle/tent that God directed the Israelites to construct in the
wilderness. The first, or outer one, was a sacred place and contained the two items of the lampstand, i.e., the menorah,
and the table with its showbread.

Exodus 26:33,34, 33 “You shall hang up the curtain (29277 1R) (10 koranétacue) under the clasps, and shall bring
in the ark of the testimony (D172 mx ﬂ&) (tnv x1Botov 100 naptoupiov) there within the curtain; and the curtain
shall serve for you as a partition (DD‘? ﬂDﬂDﬂ n%*‘r'm) (810p1el 10 kaTaméTaona vuiv) between the holy place
(UjPD) (t0% ayiov) and the holy of holies (D”L]jg:i i P) (100 ayiov 1@V ayiov). 34 You shall put the mercy seat
on the ark of the testimony in the holy of holies (2727 ¥IP2) (év 1@ dyie 1@V dyiov).”

27 net 8¢ T0 devTepov KataméTacpa oknvy 1 Aeyouévn “Ayia ‘Ayimv' — On the one hand, first, God instructed the
Israelites to make ten “curtains” that would form the outer walls of the portable dwelling place. These are described in
Exodus 26:1-6. Here is Exodus 26:1, “Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains (ﬂ':\AJ’T:) (avraiog) of
fine twisted linen and blue and purple and scarlet material; you shall make them with cherubim, the work of a skillful
workman.”

Second, God instructed them to make eleven “curtains” that would form the roof of this portable dwelling place. These
are in Exodus 26:7-14. Here is Exodus 26:7, “Then you shall make curtains of goats’ hair (%Y N¥™7Y) (5éppeig
Tpuxivag) for a tent over the tabernacle; you shall make eleven curtains (2777 (8éppeic) in all.”

Third, God instructed the Israelites to make a “screen” for the doorway of the tent. This is described in Exodus 26:36-
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37. Here is Exodus 26:36, “You shall make a screen for the doorway of the tent (‘77!&:[ nna‘v ‘[QFQ)
(émiomwactpov) of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver.” In this last case,
the Septuagint uses the one word éricmactpov to translate three Hebrew words for “a screen for the doorway of the
tent.” This is the only time that énicnactpov is used in the Septuagint, and it is not used in the NT. Notice also that the
Septuagint translates ﬂ;J’T: = curtains as avAaiag when the Hebrew word refers to the walls (Exodus 26:1-6) and as
Sépperg when it refers to the roof (Exodus 26:7-14).

Fourth, God commanded the Israelites to surround the tent with a court, i.e., courtyard, that was a wall around the entire
tabernacle/tent by “hangings” with a “screen” for a gate. This is described in Exodus 27:9-18. Here is Exodus 27:9,
“You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side there shall be hangings for the court (12«.?:]‘7 D’S;' %)
(iotia tiig avAfg) of fine twisted linen one hundred cubits long for one side.” There is also Exodus 27:16, “For the
gate of the court there shall be a screen (]279) (céAvppa) of twenty cubits, of blue and purple and scarlet material and
fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver, with their four pillars and their four sockets.”

Then, on the other hand, God instructed the Israelites to make a “curtain” that would form the partition between the two
parts of the sanctuary, i.e., between the outer “set apart place” (“holy place”) and the inner “set apart place of the set
apart places” (“holy of holies”). This is described in Exodus 36:31-35. Here is Exodus 36:31, “You shall make a veil
(ﬂ;ﬁ@) (xatamétacpa) of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it shall be made with cherubim,
the work of a skillful workman.” In Exodus 36:33, God says, “You shall hang up the curtain (n;'ﬁ@n‘m;)

(10 xaranétaope) under the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within the curtain (ﬂ:7;5
n°an HFQQ) (écdtepov tod karanetdopatog); and the curtain shall serve for you as a partition (D;? ﬂDﬁ;ﬂ
ﬂ:?"-!;m) (ko S1opiel 10 katanétacpa VUiv) between the set apart place and the set apart place of the set apart
places (2127 WP 1727 YR 172) (Gvi péoov tod dyiov koi dvé péoov 100 dyiov tdv dylov).”

The Greek word dopilw is defined as “to set limits.”

Consequently, with the words “Then, behind the second curtain (puetd 8¢ 10 devtepov katanétacpa),” Paul is
referring to the curtain (ﬂDﬁ; & katanétacpa in Exodus 36:31), that separated the inner sanctum of the Set Apart
Place of The Set Apart Places from the outer sanctum of The Set Apart Place, so that “the first curtain” so to speak, that
Paul does not mention explicitly, would be the curtains that formed the outside walls that shape the tabernacle/tent as
instructed by God in Exodus 26:1-6.

Inv. 2, Paul is also calling the outer sanctum of the The Set Apart Place “the first tent (cknvn...7| TpdTN).” As a result,
the “second tent,” that he does not explicitly mention with these words, would be the “Set Apart Place of The Set Apart
Places” as the innermost part of the tabernacle which contained the “ark of the testimony,” i.e., the ark of the covenant
(Numbers 10:33 Thus they set out from the mount of Yahweh three days’ journey, with the ark of the covenant of
Yahweh (ﬂiﬂj‘ﬂ’j:;‘. ]ﬁ:ﬁ]) (ko M kK1BwTog T1ig dradnKkng kvpiov) journeying in front of them for the three days, to
seek out a resting place for them.). It was here in this very inner room that the high priest entered once a year on Yom
Kippur, according to the instructions in Leviticus 16 (cf. Hebrews 9:7). It was also this curtain that split and revealed
the Set Apart Place of the Set Apart Places (the Holy of Holies) in the temple in Jerusalem when Jesus died on the
cross, thus symbolizing that the new and only eternally valid manner to approach God for His complete and eternal
mercy had been brought into existence by Jesus’ death. The basis of slvation had finally arrived.

Matthew 27:51 — kol 1800, 10 katanétacpue 100 vood £6xictn eig dVo o dvmbev €ng kdto — “And behold, the
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”

Hebrews 6:17-20 — 6:17 God, because He desired even more to demonstrate to the heirs of the promise the
unchangeableness of His purpose, guaranteed it with an oath, 6:18 so that in the light of two unchangeable things, by
means of which it is impossible for God to lie, we, who are fleeing from danger, may have strong encouragement to
seize the hope that is set before us, 6:19 which have as an anchor of the soul, sure and certain and which enters inside
the curtain (gig t0 €é6dtEPOV 10D KOTOTETAOUOTOS), 6:20 Where Jesus, who precedes us, entered on our behalf,
because he has become a high priest into the age according to the order of Melchizedek <Psalm 110:4>.

Hebrews 10:19-22 — 10:19 Therefore, brothers, because we have confidence (rappnoiav) to enter the set apart places
(glg v eloodov T@V ayiov) on the basis of the blood of Jesus, 10:20 a fresh and living way that he inaugurated for us
through the curtain, this is to say, of his flesh, 10:21 and because we have a great priest (iepéa péyav) over the
household of God, 10:22 let us draw near (tpocepywuedo) with an authentic heart (ueto dAndiviig kapdiog) in the full
certainty of belief (¢v tAnpogopiq mwictewg), having had our hearts sprinkled from an understanding of evil (&0
cuveldnoemg tovnpag) and our bodies washed with clean water.

228 cyp1VGODY EXOVGO BVUMIOTIPLOV KL THY KIPOTOV THS S1aBiKNG TEPIKEKOAAVUUEVV TAVTOBEY YPUGI®, &V 7
GTAUVOG XpVoT £xovoa TO uavva kot M papdoc ‘Aapmv °n PAacTicaco Kol ol TAdKkeg Thg Stadikng — Paul includes
the altar of incense that stood in front of the second “curtain” but that belonged to the Set Apart Place of the Set Apart
Places (Holy of Holies) as part of its own importance. However, the ark of the covenant with its contents and mercy
seat, 1.e., place of propitiation, mainly provided the Holy of Holies with its importance.

The stone tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments were located in the ark. But this is in contrast to the
New Covenant when God writes His Torah on the hearts of all the Jews, meaning that He causes them to become
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appropriately obedient as sinful human beings and provides them all with forgiveness through an eternal high priest
“according to the order of Melchizedek,” the Messiah Jesus (cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-12; 10:15-18.

229 Hrepdve 8¢ aOTHC XEPOLPLY SOENC KATAGKIALOVTO TO IAXGTNPLOV: TEPL MV OVK EGTIV VOV AEYELV KATO UEPOG —
Exodus 25:17,18, “You shall make a mercy seat (1722) (iactfpiov) of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one
and a half cubits wide. You shall make two cherubim/cherubs (2°272) (xepovpus) of gold, make them of hammered
work at the two ends of the mercy seat (ﬂj}B;D) (r0% iAacTnpiov).”

Also, God says to Moses regarding the Holy of Holies, Exodus 25:22 “There I will meet with you; and from above the
mercy seat (ﬂj_é:;ﬂ IT’JS_JEQ) (Gvodev Tod ihaotnpiov), from between the two cherubim/cherubs which are upon the ark
of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel.”

Therefore, it was during Yom Kippur and from His “position” within the Holy of Holies and above the ark of the
covenant that God would grant the Israelites a level of mercy that indicated that He considered them all rightful
participants of the nation of Israel, whom He would faithfully protect from their enemies and provide with abundant
food, clothing, shelter, etc. on the Land of Israel.

In other words, whatever God was dispensing from His position in the earthly Holy of Holies, it pertained to only the
Jews as His earthly chosen people. His operation from this position would also exist for only the time that the Jews
existed on the earth as a separate nation of people, which is until the end of the present realm and the millenniual
kingdom of Revelation 20 when He will destroy this realm so that the Kingdom of God on the new and eternal earth
will be the only location for human beings to inhabit. There all ethnic distinctions will disappear.

20 20010V 88 0VTOC KATECKEVOCUEVOV EIC UEV THY TPOTNY SKNVIV 10 TOVTOC elciaoly ol iepeig Tag AaTpeiog
émtehodvreg — The first or outer section of the tabernacle, the Set Apart Place (Holy Place), was used every day by the
priests to complete the process of making offerings and sacrifices to God. Consequently, the Israelites were to bring
their offerings to God daily to demonstrate their desire to participate wholly in the nation of Israel. Because the
Levitical priests were acting as mediators of a sort in accordance with God’s requirements for them under the Mosaic
Covenant, He would lend His approval to the worshipers (who had changed hearts) (by not killing them and destroying
them physically) and grant them proper status on earth during their physical existences among His chosen people
ethnically speaking.

But this is as far as God would go in grant them something important with these offerings through the Levitical priests
under the Mosaic Covenant. But as long as the worshipers had changed hearts, then He would look ahead to Jesus’
sacrifice, resurrection, and subsequent actions to grant them complete and eternal salvation and life. In other words,
only Jesus’ death and resurrection can be and is the basis for anyone’s eternal salvation and life. This is why it is so
important for the Jews, who tend to obsess on the Mosaic Covenant, to understand properly the New Covenant and the
role that Jesus plays in God’s story of salvation history.

Bl gic 8¢ TV devTépay Gmat TOD EVIOLTOD UGVOC O BPYLEPEVG, 0D XOPIC CILOITOC O TPOGPEPEL DITEP EVTOD KO TAV
700 Aood dyvonuatov — The second or inner section of the tabernacle, the Holy of Holies, was used only once a year
on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, by the high priest who performed the ritual necessary for obtaining God’s
annual earthly and temporary forgiveness of sorts for the Israelites’ sinful actions as well as for his own (Oép €ovtod
Kol 1@V 10D Ao dyvonuatov = “for himself and the sins committed undefiantly by the people”). God granted this as
long as the whole nation of Israel were not in a state of abject rebellion against Him that originated from their innate
sinfulness so that they were almost completely lacking in authentic inwardness and belief (cf. Leviticus 16).

The OT speaks of sins and sinful actions on the Jews’part that were not committed from an inner condition of
fundamental defiance that stems from one’s natural born sinfulness with an unchanged heart, as well as sins that were
committed defiantly and with an unchanged heart. The former can be forgiven, because the person has a circumcised
heart according to Deuteronomy 10:16, so that God grants this kind of individual Israelite the status of properly
participating in the nation of Israel (and even eternal forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ future death, which is what Paul
is arguing in this letter). The latter cannot be forgiven, because this kind of individual Israelite is still fundamentally in
rebellion against God.

Numbers 15:28 & 30, 28 “The priest shall make atonement (]ﬁbﬂ 1227 (ko é€ihdioeton 6 iepevg) before Yahweh
for the person who goes astray when he sins unintentionally [undefiantly] (ﬂg;@;) (&xovoimg), making atonement for
him that he may be forgiven (12 M203] T5L 122%) (¢&hdoacton mept adtod)” & 30 “But the person who does
anything defiantly (ﬂ?;ﬁj 773 = with a high hand) (év xept dmepneaviog), whether he is native or an alien, that one is
blaspheming Yahweh (71 R¥T MIN7NR) (tov 6e0v 0btog mapoEdver); and that person shall be cut off from among
his people.”

It would seem that the Septuagint’s use of T1ov 8edv 0btog TapoEvver (=this person is “blaspheming” God) indicates
that its translators consider the word 7727 to refer to God’s response as a result of the Israelite’s defiant action, not to

the defiant action itself or its quality. Thus, the word “blaspheme” would be better translated “provokes God to wrath,
anger, justice, and condemnation” or “evokes or elicits a response from God of His anger, justice, and condemnation.”
Thus, God’s justice occurs because the Israelite is intentionally and defiantly (without a changed heart) choosing to
rebel against God.

Paul uses the word dyvonudtov (from & and yivdoxe = not and knowing) to refer to the OT concept of sins done
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“unintentionally,” i.e., unknowingly, without one realizing it, but it more likely means undefiantly, like those that Paul
talks about in Romans 7 where he does that which he does not want to do, because his heart has been changed by God
(Romans 7:19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 7:20 But if I am
doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 7:21 I find then the
principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 7:22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the
inner man, 7:23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.). )

Numbers 15:24, “then it shall be, if it is done unintentionally [undefiantly] (7 ;L.:lc./"?) (&xovoimg), without the
knowledge of the congregation (7Y "3°L73 = away from the eyes of the congregation) (&€ 6@8aAuGY THig
cuvaywyng), that all the congregation shall offer one bull for a burnt offering, as a soothing aroma to Yahweh...”
Leviticus 5:18 “He is then to bring to the priest a ram without defect from the flock, according to your valuation, for a
guilt offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his error in which he sinned unintentionally
[undefiantly] (le 1&7& mmz /a) (mepi Tig dryvoiag avtod, fig Nyvénoev) and did not know it (a'l”N5 N1 (o
ovTog 0vk 1det), and it will be forgiven him (1? ﬂbp;i) (ko GpedNoETUL VTD).

Therefore, even though the high priest, in effect, was entering into the presence of God to intervene on behalf of both
other people and himself, the ritual itself made sense to only those Jews who had genuine belief and for whom the high
priest was actually interceding. In other words, the Mosaic Covenant was intended for only Jews who had authentic
inwardness (cf. Deuteronomy 10:16, “So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.”). Anything less than
authentic inwardness meant that the worshiping Jew would not understand what was really go on with the covenant. In
fact, no offering to God, including the sacrifice of bulls and goats prescribed by the Mosaic Covenant, would make
proper sense to a Jew apart from his having a changed heart and genuine belief (cf. Cain and Abel in Genesis 4).

This is to say that the Mosaic Covenant was requiring a changed inwardness just as much as the New Covenant
does. In addition, the whole message of the Bible is that a human being cannot really bring an appropriate sin offering
to God and expect to receive forgiveness without authentic inwardness and repentance. Rituals alone are insufficient,
and a person with a heart of abject rebellion will never receive God’s mercy, because this person is operating strictly on
the basis of his natural born sinful humanity. Furthermore, God considers only those Jews with changed hearts to be
authentic and bona fide members of the nation of Israel with the proper status on earth during their physical existences
among His chosen people ethnically speaking. This is the same as having the status of properly participating in the
nation of Israel.

As aresult, a word such as “undefiantly” or “unwillfully” would be a better translation than “unintentionally” in
Numbers 15:24 & 28. The defiant person who sins “with a high hand” does not have a changed heart. The person who
sins undefiantly does have a changed heart.

Hebrews 10:26-29, 26 “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, 10:27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL
CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 10:28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. 10:29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has
trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean [mundane] the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?”

The word “blood” is used 8x in Hebrews 9 and 3x in Hebrews 10. Hebrews 9 really is the chapter of blood—that God
requires a blood sacrifice in order to grant mercy and forgiveness to sinners.

232 20%10 dNAODVTOC TOD TVEVULOTOG TOD Cyiov, PHT® TeQOvVEP®GOUL TV TV dyiov 650V £TL Tiig TPOTNG oKNVAG
éxovong otdow — The first clause contains a genitive absolute. There are two options for the words to% mTvedpatog
700 ayiov —

1) The Holy Spirit, i.e., God, who is making it clear by the first “tent,” the physical tabernacle and temple, with its
prescribed rituals within the Mosaic Covenant of multiple and continuous animal sacrifices, that it cannot provide
eternal salvation.

2) The spirit (=the overall understanding and intent) of the Jew who has been set apart by the Spirit of God (by virtue of
God’s predestining this Jew to have a changed heart and new understanding of reality) to understand the relative
significance of the temple worship in comparison the Jesus’ death on his behalf to bring about eternal salvation.

While most translations interpret to0 wvevuatog 100 ayiov as the Holy Spirit of God, it makes more sense in the flow
of Paul’s argument that he is thinking of the Jew who is an authentic believer, e.g., David, whom he will quote from
Psalm 40 in Hebrews 10, who comes to the realization of the eternal ineffectiveness of the repetitive Mosaic Covenant
offerings of animals at the temple in comparison to the complete and eternal effectiveness of the one and only New
Covenant offering of the Messiah in the greater “tent” which brings about the final goal of eternal salvation and
forgiveness of the authentic worshiper.

Part of what Paul has been doing is not only explaining the biblical role of the Messiah, who is Jesus, but also exhorting
his Jewish readers to become more biblical in their understanding of the Messiah, which involves grasping the
significance of the New Covenant with its single ritual of the sacrifice of its high priest in comparison to the Mosaic
Covenant with its multiple rituals of offerings, sacrifices, etc. by both the sinful worshipers and the sinful priests. Paul
has been weaving the necessity of a Jew’s understanding the various elements of the OT into his explanation of the
identity and role of the Messiah (e.g., Hebrews 5:14, In contrast, solid food is for those who are well on their way to
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their goal (teAeiwv), who, on account of proficiency, have the mental faculties that are trained to make the distinction
between good and bad.). The OT multiple rituals are useless for a sinful human being apart from the single ritual of the
Messiah. (Nevertheless, it is the Holy Spirit who is active within a sinful human being to change his “heart” and to
open his eyes and mind to grasp the significance of Jesus as the crucified Messiah while also causing him to choose
authentic “belief” in and and “obedience” to God.)

Therefore, the words in the genitive case, t00 wvevpatog t10d Gyiov, refer to the spirit of the Jew whom God has set
apart by virtue of His miraculous inner work. This person’s inner thoughts and understanding have made clear to him
something important about the Mosaic Covenant and its prescribed rituals. The word tobo refers to what follows after
the genitive absolute and what the set apart and theologically discerning Jew clearly understands—that, as long as the
Mosaic Covenant has more standing intellectually, emotionally, psychologically, morally, and spiritually for someone
than it should, then the functionally legitimate and actual way of obtaining God’s efernal mercy (“the way of the holy
things” (tnv T@v ayiov 080v)), i.e., by means of some other way, i.e., the death of and intercession by the Messiah, has
not yet been revealed to and actualized in this person.

It was certainly not uncommon in Paul’s day (and in modern times, too) for a Jew to focus strictly on the Mosaic
Covenant, relative to all other elements of the OT. The Jew thinks that following Moses is the only biblical way to
relate to God and that the Messiah will agree and encourage the Jews (and Gentiles) to obey the Mosaic Covenant for
this purpose. Indeed, Paul himself had done just exactly this before his conversion on the road to Damascus in Acts 9.
The third clause, €11 t1ig TpdTNG cKNViig £x0VoNG GTAGLY, also contains a genitive absolute like the first clause,
referring to the fact that the tabernacle, with its earthly and animal-based process of seeking God’s mercy, still has a
primary position of importance in a Jew’s life (ét1...€xovong otdow = still...has standing) as long as this Jew has not
properly grasped the propitiatory significance of the Messiah, especially now that the Messiah himself, Jesus of
Nazareth, has appeared. Whereas the phrase | pdtn oxnvn in Hebrews 9:2 and 9:6 refers to the first compartment of
the tabernacle called The Set Apart Places, which the priests entered daily, in contrast to the inner sanctum of the
tabernacle, The Set Apart Places of the Set Apart Places, where the high priest entered once a year, here | mpotn
oxnvn as the “first tent” refers to the whole Mosaic Covenant tabernacle/tent in contrast to the “second tent,” i.e., the
heavenly tabernacle, where Jesus enters to appeal to God for efernal mercy on behalf of the believing Jew at the
judgment.

While God was dealing with the Israelites in OT times, He was making it obvious through the offerings of the Mosaic
Covenant that having an advocate who could mediate between Him and them was at the heart of their relationship with
Him (e.g., Hebrews 7:11, Therefore, if indeed reaching the goal (teleiwoic) [of eternal mercy and life] were through
the Levitical priesthood (for the people have been given the Covenant on the basis of it), then why was there yet the
need for a different priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not to be called according to the order
of Aaron? (emphasis mine)).

In addition, the focus of the Jews’ appealing to God for mercy, even efernal mercy, was daily on the basis of the rituals
of the Mosaic Covenant and the earthly tabernacle/tent. However, for the authentic believing Jew, this daily attention to
the physical matters of the Mosaic Covenant, including its animal sacrifices, was clearly not enough to convince him
intellectually with his mature understanding that he had obtained God’s eternal mercy, as Paul will go on to show in
chapter 10 with a quote from David and Psalm 40!

Therefore, Paul is arguing that when the focus shifts for a believing Jew of mature understanding to some other way
different from the Levitical priesthood and offerings under the Mosaic Covenant, i.e., to the crucified Messiah as
“priest according to the order of Melchizedek” under the New Covenant, then the actual reality of complete and eternal
mercy through him also becomes true for this Jew.

233 fing T mopaPord) €l TOV KopOV TOV EvesTNKOTA, KO TV SOPC TE Kl BLGIOL TPOCPEPOVTOL UT| SVVALEVOL KOTOL
cuveldnov tedeidoat tov Aatpevovio — Paul says that the | mpdtn oxmvr (the feminine noun to which fjtig refers)
serves the role of being literally a parable (rapafoin), an analogy, something that is like something else, with respect
to what is happening now by virtue of the revelation of the Messiah as Jesus of Nazareth. The Levitical offerings are
only similar to the offering that the Melchizedekan priest brings, but they are clearly not the same. They are for only
“the present season” (gig TOv kapov TOv évestnkota) until the Messiah imposes his rule on Israel and the world, so
that they clearly lack the effectiveness and ability to “[bring] about the reaching of the goal for the worshiper”
(tede@oon TOV Aatpevovia), i.e., to convince the Jewish worshiper of God “in accordance with his understanding”
(xato ovveidnoiv) that he is completely and eternally forgiven.

The bona fide changed sinful Jew and his grasp intellectually of the significance of the Mosaic Covenant offerings
(animal and plural!) in comparison to Jesus’ New Covenant offering (his own and one time only!) is guiding himself to
see how the former gives him no confidence of complete and eternal forgiveness from God, while the latter does. This
is “the spirit of the set apart one” of 9:9. Thus, the Levitical priests and their offerings are unable to provide an
understanding of and confidence for complete and eternal salvation, which is what Jesus’ death does since it is the
offering of himself as the Messiah, who qualifies to intercede for rebellious human beings at the final judgment when
he returns (as said by Paul in Hebrews 7:25).

All this is to say that God has required Jesus’ single offering on the cross followed by his resurrection (and then his
ascension from the earth) in order for sinful humans to be forgiven eternally and completely by Him. As a result, it
should be obvious, especially by now in Paul’s explanation, that neither the Levitical priests nor their animal sacrifices
can intercede for human beings at the final judgment of God, because the priests need their own intercessor, and dead
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bulls as offerings do not rise from the dead to appeal to God for mercy for the ones who offered them to God!
Nevertheless, the whole concept of a new separate high priest, in accordance with the Davidic Covenant and the New
Covenant, was (and still is) certainly difficult to figure out for the Jews as they studied (and continue to study) their
OTs. Only certain Jews, such as David, did so along the way, and this is why he was able to write Psalm 110 and Psalm
40. Plus, the apostles eventually learned this concept as Jesus taught them with his words and his death, resurrection,
and ascension.

234 16vov Tl PPOUOGTY KO TORAGLY KO S10.@3POLS POTTICUOIG |, SIKOLMUOITO GOPKOC LEXPL KOpoD SlopBdcemg
EmKeiLEVH —

Leviticus 14:8 regarding the cleansing of a leper, “The one to be cleansed shall then wash his clothes (1";!.:(:;1_ﬂ§$
1ﬁ@r‘;3ﬂ b:m) (ko TAVVEL 0 KoBpLoBelg TO ipdTioe ovtod) and shave off all his hair and bathe in water and be
clean. Now afterward, he may enter the camp, but he shall stay outside his tent for seven days.”

Commandments like this regarding “cleansing” lepers and other activities required by God show that the rituals of the
Mosaic Covenant were intended to allow a Jew to qualify for participating properly in the society and life of the
physical and ethnic nation of Israel. Indeed, this was all that they accomplished. The activities and rituals were not of
an inherently moral quality that could be considered universal like the commandment not to murder another human
being, and they certainly did not make a Jew morally perfect.

If it is possible to talk about forgiveness that God grants to the Israelites through their offerings, it is a significant only
in the light of what Jesus’ offering himself and becoming their high priest according to the order of Melchizedek
provides in regard to complete and eternal forgiveness that leads to obtaining life in the eternal Kingdom of God. Thus,
“the requirements of a physical nature...are imposed [as that which was only available at the them] until the season of
the new order,” when Jesus’ appears to demonstrate the actual basis for forgiveness through his death, resurrection, and
ascension. Now that Jesus has performed his “requirements” that involved his death, the “new order” has arrived that
allows the Jewish sinner to have the complete confidence that he is eternally forgiven and granted life in the “great
nation" of Israel and on the new earth that will last for eternity.

As a result, God ultimately looked forward to the future sacrifice of Jesus to grant complete and eternal forgiveness to
any Jew who had a circumcised heart and genuine faith and obedience. Indeed, it was always this inward condition that
was necessary for any Jew to receive bona fide forgiveness for violations of the Mosaic Covenant and eternal
forgiveness for violations of truly moral commandments within this covenant and that are universal, regardless of when
and where the Jew lived then or lives now. Nevertheless, it was this process of earthly, physical offerings and rituals
that were to remain at the physical center of a Jew’s daily worship of God, even after a new and improved process, i.e.,
Jesus and his crucifixion and resurrection, could provide eternal forgiveness along with moral perfection in the future
Kingdom of God.

Paul’s whole argument in Hebrews is that this latter process was instituted through the New Covenant and involves the
offering of the Messiah and his intercession on behalf of sinners at the final judgment. While the Mosaic Covenant
certainly requires authentic inwardness, its focus has always been on continuous outward religious rituals and the
earthly tabernacle that required constant attention to the rituals by the Levitical priests and that is not eternally
substantive. The New Covenant is quite boring in comparison with its one-time sacrificial act by its Melchizedekan
priest and without any requirements of explicit, multiple religious rituals. But it is nevertheless, in contrast to the
Mosaic Covenant, eternally effective, which ultimately is the most important issue. The Mosaic Covenant makes
Jewish people (and Gentiles, if they want) Jewish. The New Covenant makes Jewish people (and Gentiles) qualified to
obtain eternal forgiveness and life.

In addition, the Mosaic Covenant remains in effect for the Jews only until the New Covenant corrects this shortcoming
of the Mosaic Covenant by completing God’s promises of fulfilling the Abrahamic Covenant’s promise of eternal life
in the Kingdom of God of the next creation after God fulfills the promise of making the Jews a “great nation” first.
Therefore, while the rituals of the Mosaic Covenant physically dominate the daily worship of an authentically inwardly
believing Jew, even throughout the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20, it is the ritual of the human offering of the
Messiah of the New Covenant that intellectually and theologically dominates his overall worship of Yahweh, because
he understands that it is only the latter by which he will be granted complete and eternal mercy by God. And this he
believes with all his heart and mind.

A version of the word 816pbwoig appears as diopdwtng in Wisdom 7:15 and seems to mean corrector, specifically that
God is the corrector of people who are wise and willing to be corrected by Him, i.e., to become even wiser.

1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion (&vdykn yép pot
énikerton); for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.

235 Xp1oT0¢ 88 TOPUYEVOIEVOC GPYLEPEVC TV TYEVOUEVOVY GYolO®V 16 TS Hellovog Kol TeLeloTépag oKNVAg 0D
XEWPOTOITOV, TOVT €TV 0V TOVTNG THG KTicewg — Here Paul presents the most important thing for a sinful Jew under
the Mosaic Covenant must grasp, that Jesus, the Jewish Messiah and Jewish high priest from the tribe of Judah, could
not perform his priestly duties in the earthly tent and has had to do so in the “tent” so to speak of the next creation. I do
not think that Paul is saying that this latter tent actually exists in a realm that constitutes the presence of God at the final
judgment. It is a metaphorical tent, which is why I have put in quotes in my translation.

Paul is pointing out that a “high priest” (apxiepeds) who performs his intercessory function in the presence of God
(“the good things to come”, t@v "yevopévov dyaddv) is, in effect, doing so in the Holy of Holies, which was where
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God dwelt among the Israelites as stated in the OT (Exodus 25:8, “Let them construct a sanctuary (C:fm?f;) (ayioopo)
for Me, that I may dwell among them.”). By extrapolation, God not only dwelt in the earthly tent of the Israelites in the
wilderness, but He also “dwells” wherever is His judgment seat at the final judgment, which may be simply where
Jesus is when he returns and God either raises former believers from the dead to bring with Jesus or lifts living
believers from the earth (the “goal” that the other “tent” involves). Thus, both locations of the earthly tent and the
eternal “tent” can be called the Holy of Holies. The first is the temporary place of propitiation and approval for the
Jews to obtain from God good status as citizens of the nation of Israel in the present realm, while the second is the
place of eternal mercy for Jews (and Gentiles) in order to obtain from God citizenship in the Kingdom of God in the
next realm. Both goals and the confidence that a sinful Jew will reach these goals is what happens through Jesus’
offering as a high priest and not through the Levitical offerings as high priests.

Paul is explaining that Jesus appears as a high priest of the really valuable things of eternal mercy and life for a Jewish
believer that are in the process of coming about through ultimately the intercession of Jesus for the Jew at the final
judgment (cf. “eternal redemption” in v. 12). Cf. Hebrew 10:1 — t@v pelhéviov ayaddv.

236 008 8V aipaTog TPEymV Kol pocyov it 8¢ 10 idiov ainatog eioHlbev Epdmat eic To Gyl T clmvioy
Mitpwoiv evpduevog — Here is the crux of the issue in this letter. The Messiah has offered himself once in order to
qualify to be the Jew’s high priest at the final judgment in the particular Holy of Holies, the Set Apart Places of the Set
Apart Places, of God’s eternal courtroom so to speak in order to obtain complete and eternal forgiveness and salvation
for sinful, believing Jews and Gentiles. The “blood of bulls and goats” can obtain good standing in the ethnic and
physical nation of Israel for the Jew (on the basis of Jesus’ offering himself), but Jesus’ “own blood” that he shed only
once (épanat) also obtains entrance into “The Set Apart Places” (ta Giyia), i.e., the eternal place of seeking God’s
mercy on behalf of sinners, that results in the final and eternal Kingdom of God for this same Jew, and, therefore, it is
accompanied by God’s complete and eternal mercy.

Hebrews 7:27 who does not have the necessity daily (ka6 nuépav), like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first
for his own sins, then for those of the people, because he did this once and never again (¢panag), when he offered
up himself.

Hebrews 10:10 in which “desire” we have become set apart in conjunction with the offering of the “body” of Jesus the
Messiah once and never again (épanat).

237 g yop TO OO TPAYOV KO TOOPOV KO 6T080G SaUdAeme PavTilovoa Tovg KEKOWOUEVOVS Grytdlel Tpdg THY THS
capkog kabapotnto — The comparison is between the offering of animals and the offering of the Messiah and their
respective effectiveness on a sinful Jew’s understanding of where he stands in his relationship to God. The former can
refer to only a temporary life within the community of the Jews as God’s chosen people, even if the person has a
changed heart that should convince him that he can be confident that he additionally has an eternal good standing
before God. In other words, his set apart inwardness is all that God requires of the sinful Jew to acquire the fulfillment
of His Abrahamic promises—on the basis of Jesus’ death, whether this takes place after he lives within the nation of
Israel or before it. Therefore, the sacrifices of animals point to only their outward, physical religious rituals and their
being a bona fide member of the Jewish people, either as a worshiper who brings his offerings to God, or as a priest
who submits the worshiper’s offerings to God (cf. v. 10, foods, drinks, and various washings—that are strictly Jewish
according to the Mosaic Covenant).

And Paul is explaining that an animal offering keeps the worshiping Jew physically alive within the nation of Israel—
because of his circumcised heart. He is also in the process of explaining that Jesus’ offering keeps the worshiping Jew
alive in the eternal Kingdom of God.

Numbers 19:1-10, “...2 This is the statute of the law which Yahweh has commanded, saying, ‘Speak to the sons of
Israel that they bring you an unblemished (7 TQ’DH) (&dpopov) red heifer in which is no defect and on which a yoke has
never been placed. 3 You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and it shall be brought outside the camp and be slaughtered
in his presence. 4 Next Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and sprinkle some of its blood
toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times... 9 Now a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer
and deposit them outside the camp in a clean place, and the congregation of the sons of Israel shall keep it as water to
remove impurity; it is purification from sin (INRE1T) (&yvioud— hapax legomenon, i.e., used only here in the Septuagint
in Numbers 19:9) [an offering with a ‘cleansing’ effect, i.e., it qualifies the worshiping Jew to participate properly in
the nation of Israel].””

In Psalm 51:7, the Septuagint translates IRBTN (=either the commission of a sinful act or the dealing with a person’s
sinfulness in such a way that mercy results, depending upon the context) with pavti{e (=sprinkle). Thus, this latter
physical term of splashing blood on a person or thing refers to God’s taking care of a person’s moral problem, i.e., his
immoral problem of sin, such that He grants him mercy and escape from His wrath, condemnation, and destruction. In
the case of the Jewish worshiper obeying the Mosaic Covenant, God granted the person life in the community of Jews,
God’s chosen people. In the case of the Jewish worshiper submitting to the New Covenant and its other way of
bringing an offering to God, He granted the person life in the eternal realm. But it is true, also, that God looked forward
to Jesus’ sacrifice of the New Covenant to forgive eternally the circumcised of heart Jew who was worshiping
according to the requirements of the Mosaic Covenant. Therefore, this kind of Jew was granted life on earth and life in
the “great nation,” etc. of the Kingdom of God.
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28 réom uaArov 1o aipo T0d Xpiotod, 8¢ St TVEVUOTOC Taimviov £00TOV TPocsveykey Gumpov Td 8ed — It makes

more sense to interpret Tveduotog "aiwviov not as Holy Spirit (because of certain variants that use the word ayiov), but
as Jesus’ whole mindset and heart, according to the eternal plan of God, as focused on eternity and the eternal effect of
his first appearance that culminated in his qualifying to be the one who intercedes on behalf of sinners for all eternity.
He took God’s gift of forgiveness to a whole new level and extended it beyond the present world and existence to the
future Kingdom of God and the eternal earth of Revelation 21.

Certainly, it is always God and His Spirit as His work within the creation who was and is in operation in Jesus, but
what He was always producing was a personness in Jesus whereby he was oriented towards his eternal responsibilities
and to do what was necessary to make sure that he fulfilled them.

As aresult of Jesus’ eternally focused spirit and mind, complete and eternal salvation comes to rebellious Jews (and
Gentiles) in view of what the morally perfect (dpwpov = without defect, not outward and physical like the animals but
ontologically and in terms of his actions) Jesus was all about as the Messiah and icon of God, whose role within the
creation was to provide this eternal salvation through his death, resurrection, and intercession (see also Romans 1:4 —
Kot Tvedpa ayiowovvng = according to his set apart spirit). Paul is stating that Jesus was always focused on this role
and its effect, because he knew that not only would it eventually lead to his death as an offering to God, but also it
would have eternal effects for the true worshiper of God—both Jews under the Mosaic Covenant and Gentiles outside
this covenant.

239 xoBapiel THY cvveldnoy "Mudv ard vekpdv épyov — Paul explains that Jesus® offering, and, by implication, not the
offerings of bulls and goats in obedience to the Mosaic Covenant, provides the properly worshiping Jews, i.e., those
with circumcised hearts, with the understanding and confidence that they are saved from their innate rebellion against
God that results in actual sinful actions that are deserving of eternal death and destruction (i.e., dead works — vexp®dv
épyov = sinful actions that deserve and result in eternal death). And this salvation comes about by virtue of the death
and intercession of their one, eternally official high priest, the Messiah. While the animal sacrifices of the Mosaic
Covenant definitely demonstrate how evil a Jew is, nevertheless, they, and the flagrant sins and sinful actions that any
person commits, still leave him “dead” and condemned eternally speaking before God—if this is all they rely on even
with changed hearts.

Every Jew is a sinful human being who deserves God’s wrath, condemnation, and eternal destruction by virtue of his
sinful “works.” However, Jesus’ death just that much more indicates how nothing that the Jews did could qualify them
for eternal forgiveness and salvation from God’s condemnation and destruction. In other words, not only the Levitical
priests but also all other sinful Jews need Jesus’ divine and morally perfect intercession at the final judgment on the
basis of his death on the cross.

Yet, Jesus’ offering as the Messiah and eternal high priest clearly demonstrates to those who need God’s eternal mercy
that they can confidently approach God and obtain His mercy through Jesus—because his death is exactly what God
has required within the story of creation to bring about complete and eternal forgiveness through his intercession as the
uniquely qualified high priest for sinners. Additionally, this is in the midst of the eternally inadequate offerings of the
Mosaic Covenant and people’s sinfulness. Jesus’ blood and death show that all authentically believing Jews will
certainly receive God’s mercy and entrance in His eternal kingdom. And they can be as confident of this as they are of
God’s and Jesus’ existence.

240 gic 10 Aotpevev 0ed {dvTiT — There are two options for to whom Paul is referring here—

1) Jesus who serves and worships the living God through his death, etc.

2) The sinful Jew whose understanding is cleansed when he hears of Jesus’ propitiatory offering to God so that he then
serves and worships the living God.

The second option makes more sense, because Paul’s encouragement to his readers is that they worship God properly
by embracing Jesus as their high priest and Messiah. Thus, Jesus’ death, along with the inward work of the Holy Spirit
(cf. vs. 8ff.), opens up the eyes of the worshiper of God to the effect that he understands that he finds completion of his
goal, which is eternal forgiveness and eternal life, through Jesus’ death and the New Covenant and not through the
Mosaic Covenant and its animal sacrifices. In addition, God is alive, and the purpose of the present existent cosmos is
to provide the means to eternal aliveness in the future realm to those who embrace the truth of God and His offer of
forgiveness through Jesus as the Messiah. When people embrace this truth in the present realm, they can be said to be
worshiping and serving the living God, which is worship and service that will continue into the “great nation” of Israel
and the eternal realm. By implication, Jews, who are merely following the Mosaic Covenant without grasping the fact
that they need another high priest who must intercede on their behalf for God’s mercy, are not really “worshiping” and
“serving” God. They are as guilty as pagan idolators of rebelling against God—because they lack a circumcised heart
that is required to perform authentic belief.

241 ooy S100 TODTO S1ONKNG Kaviig Hecitng €0Tiv, STwg BOVATOV YEVOUEVOD €1 GTOASTPOGIY TOV £ TH TP
1ok wopapdoeov T Enayyediov AMdBoctv ol kekAnuévol Thg aimviov kAnpovopiog — Jesus’ death and offering
provide eternal forgiveness for all those sins and sinful actions that the Jews have committed under the Mosaic
Covenant, even if the Jews have been offering bulls and goats as sacrifices to God with genuine obedience, i.c., with
authentic, biblical inwardness based upon a circumcised heart.

However, all these sacrifices by themselves, even those brought by a worshiper who has authentic inwardness, only
qualify the Jew to participate appropriately in the nation of Israel. Thus, eternal forgiveness has always been on the
basis of another way to appeal to God for mercy, i.e., on the basis of Jesus’ death and sacrifice. As a result, God fulfills
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the promises of both the “great nation” of Israel and eternal life that He made in the Abrahamic Covenant for those
Jews whom He changes inwardly such that they have grasped in OT times (and even later after Jesus’ first appearance)
that God would use a different process from the Mosaic Covenant animal sacrifices.

He also fulfills His promise for those Jews whom He changes inwardly such that they have grasped in NT times that
this different process involves Jesus as the Messiah, who has offered himself to God on their behalf (see also Genesis
12:2 & 3,2 And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great. Thus, you shall be a
blessing, 3 and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of
the earth will be blessed).

This has required a “New Covenant” (Sia81xng kouviig) of which Jesus is the “mediator” (uesitng), and his “death”
(6avatov) as opposed to the death of bulls and goats, is what God has required within the created reality that produces
eternal freedom from condemnation, i.e., “redemption” (&roAvtpwoiv), for all worshipers of God, including those who
have been sinning and worshiping Him under the Mosaic Covenant, so that they who have been “called” (ot
kexAnuévor) by God to eternal salvation will definitely acquire what Paul labels “the eternal inheritance” (tfig aimviov
kAnpovouiog), which most likely refers to both the “great nation” of Israel on this earth as the first stage of this
inheritance and the eternal earth of the next creation as the second stage of this inheritance.

It is this “New Covenant” to which Paul referred and quoted in chapter 8 from Jeremiah 31:31-14 and which he will
quote again chapter 10. This is how important it is for Paul’s Jewish Christians to grasp the significance of the New
Covenant.

242 mov yop Sro01jKn, OdvaTov Gvaykn @épecBon Tod Stobeuévov — These next two verses are difficult to translate
and to interpret.

Several options where the question of exactly to whose “death” (6cvotov) is Paul referring, Jesus’ death or the Jewish
sinners’ death—

1) According to the EBC and in line with the NAS95 translation, Paul uses the example of a human being who writes
his last will and testament to pass on his assets as an inheritance to those whom he specifies in his will. But the will is
not in force while he is living, only when and after he dies. The same is true of Jesus who made a “will,” i.e., covenant,
with the Jews which only can be applied when and after he dies in order to be their high priest.

2) The New Covenant is of a nature where it simply requires that the person making it, i.e., Jesus as the icon of God
and His Messiah, die that corresponds to the person for whom it is enforced and benefits, who dies through his
sinfulness and then comes alive eternally through his faith in Jesus. This is similar to what happens to the Jewish sinner
under the Mosaic Covenant—the death of the bulls and goats to rescue the Jewish worshiper headed for physical death
because of his sin.

3) Paul is stating that Jesus’ death was inherent in the very nature of the New Covenantn just as the bulls’ and goats’
deaths were inherent in the nature of the Mosaic Covenant. But Jesus’ death provides for the complete and eternal
forgiveness of any authentically believing Jew (cf. Jeremiah 31:34 and Hebrews 8:12). However, in order to bring this
about, God required that its new and unique high priest offer himself in order to qualify as its high priest, even though
God does not need this death either from a legal or spiritual perspective. Basic mercy is a person’s saying, “Yes, I will
grant you a complete reprieve from paying for your wrongdoing, even if no one pays for it.” Nevertheless, for His own
purposes, God has required that the high priest of the New Covenant qualify for his role by suffering a criminal’s death
on the cross during the times of the Roman Empire.

4) In line with Jack Crabtree’s translation just below, Paul is saying that “death” (incurring eternal condemnation and
passing out of existence) of Jews because of their sinfulness under either the Mosaic or New Covenant is necessary in
order for either covenant to be put in force and applied to these Jews. Paul will go on to say that the death of bulls and
goats and the death of Jesus are applied to the “death” and condemnation of the sinful Jewish people, but only to
believers, for the sake of their arriving at a point in their relationship with God where they “stand” to inherit eternal
Life instead of “death.”

“Now where there is a covenant, the death of the one subject to it is a necessary, pre-existing reality. 2 Indeed, any
binding covenant is over “dead” men, because at no time is one in force when the one subject to it stands to receive
Life.”

The problem with #1 that I see is that it does not make as much sense that Paul would use a human instrument, a man’s
last will and testament, as an analogy for God’s covenants with the Jews. Instead, it would be more profound for him to
be referring directly to the situation of the Mosaic and New Covenants, where there are three deaths involved—

1) the Jews’ deaths, even eternal deaths, for being sinners

2) the deaths of bulls and goats as propitiatory sin offerings for the Jewish people

3) Jesus’ death as the ultimate propitiatory offering for the Jewish people.

There is also the question of the meaning of aorist participle middle voice of t00 diabepévov and does Paul mean—

1) the one who is making the covenant, i.e., God and/or Jesus, or

2) the one who is subject to the covenant, i.e., a Jewish sinner

I am thinking that #3 of the four options above is correct and #1 of the two options above is correct—that death is
simply an integral part of God’s making the two covenants, the Mosaic and the New, with the Jewish people, so that
through death He grants eternal mercy and life to Jewish sinners who are authentic believers in Him. Thus, the “death
of the one who is making it” is the “death involving the one who is making it,” whether Moses performs the death and
sprinkles the blood on covenantal objects, including the people, or Jesus dies on the cross and “sprinkles” his blood on
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the Jewish sinful people as their advocate and the one who intercedes for them at the final judgment. In other words,
God placed a necessary condition on Himself for accomplishing His purposes regarding these two covenants. Moses
demonstrates it for the Mosaic Covenant, as Paul will go on to describe in vs. 18-22, and Jesus demonstrates it for the
New Covenant in vs. 23-28. These two kinds of death are those which touch on the “dead” Jews, i.¢., the Jews headed
towards death because of their sinfulness.
Hebrews 8:10 “Because this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel (611 attn 1 diad1kn v
Srabnoopot @ otk Topani), after those days,” «

and they will be to Me as people.”
Hebrews 9:23 Therefore, it was necessary, on the one hand, for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed
with respect to these issues (Gvdryxn odv ¢ puév dYrodetypota T@v év 10ig 0Vpavoic TovTo1g KaBapitesBan); and, on
the other hand, for the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
This verse has the same structure with &vdykn and and object t¢& pev vrodetypoto T@V €v Toig 0VPUvVoig Tovtolg and
an infinitive xa@apilesBor , which is the same as other verses in the NT that use éGvéyxn.
243 Sro0Mkm youp Emi vekpoic BePoricl, émel pimote ioyver bte L 0 Sobéuevoc — In line with option #3 above, each
covenant, either the Mosaic Covenant or the New Covenant, “is firm touching on the dead” (éri vekpoig Befaic),
meaning that it applies to people who will die the death of eternal extinction if they do not repent by acquiring a
condition of a changed heart and authentic belief. If the person actually could earn eternal life by being morally perfect,
then the covenants would be irrelevant. As a result, eternal death is the outcome of sinfulness, while the nature of the
covenants, which actually include death, i.e., that of bulls and goats for the Mosaic Covenant and that of Jesus for the
New Covenant, brings about forgiveness for persons who would otherwise experience eternal “death.”
244 80ev 008E 1 TPpHTN Yopic ainotog Eykekaivioton — In line with the whole issue of death, e.g., that of animals who
were killed under the Mosaic Covenant in regard to God who made this covenant and that of Jesus who died under the
New Covenant in regard to God who made this covenant, too, He prescribed in the first covenant, the Mosaic
Covenant, that death play a major role in His granting physical life to the Israelites who deserved death because of their
sinful and disobedient actions under this covenant. That is all that Paul is saying in this verse.
However, as Paul continues to argue, the blood of animals that was spilt for the Jews was in anticipation of the death of
the high priest who would be instrumental in making the New Covenant and providing eternal mercy and forgiveness
for the Jews—Jesus the Messiah.
245 hoAnOeiong yop Tdong T évIoAfic katd °TOV vopov Yo Moicing Tovtl 1@ Aad, AABOV TO L TOV ‘UOcYOV
[kl T@V Tpdymv] petd ¥8aTog Kol €piov KOKKIVOL KOl DGo®MTOV avtd Te 1O PipAiov kol TEvVIK TOV AoV
2ppavTiceY Aéymv 10070 TO Gl g S100MKng Mg éveteiloto mpdg Vubg O 0edg —
Exodus 24:8, Septuagint — i5ov 10 ocmoc g chemcng g 81€0eT0 KVP10g TPOC VUAC TEPL TAVIOV TAOV ASYOV TOVTMV;
Hebrew text — H?IZ;{A Q32Ta” 73 5J ooy 'HH’ 02 1UN ﬂﬁ"ﬂ 07 737 — Exodus 24:8 So Moses took the
blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant, which Yahweh has made with you in
accordance with all these words.”
When God made the Mosaic Covenant with the Israelites and even before choosing priests from the tribe of Levi in
Exodus 28 and Numbers 3:4ff., Moses made it clear through the ceremony in Exodus 24 that death was to play a vital
and necessary role in the operation of the covenant. Indeed, it can be said that God “cut” the covenant with the
Israelites during this ceremony of killing the animals and Moses’ sprinkling their blood on the utensils of the covenant
and on the people of Israel. Therefore, sprinkling the items with the bulls’ and goats’ blood communicated that
everything used within the covenant had meaning only by virtue of its connection to the death of the propitiatory
offerings and of the people that they deserved because of their sin, so that there was an important connection between
the death the Jews deserved and their offerings and appeals to God for physical life in the midst of their sins and sinful
actions that deserved death.
Leviticus 1:4, “He [the Jewish worshiper who is bringing his offering to God] shall lay his hand on the head of the
burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf (1"" 7335) (é&hdcacar mept
ovtoD). He shall slay the young bull before Yahweh; and Aaron’s sons the priests shall offer up the blood and sprinkle
the blood around on the altar that is at the doorway of the tent of meeting.”
Paul is arguing that all these offerings of the Mosaic Covenant anticipated God’s making/cutting the New Covenant
through Jesus’ death on the cross and the spilling of his blood for the sake of “sprinkling” it on sinners (Jews in this
context) so that they my obtain God’s complete and eternal mercy. I think he is also commenting on how complicated
the Mosaic Covenant was and is in comparison to the New Covenant with its singular ritual, the death of Jesus only.
246 oy, TRV oKMVIV 8¢ KO TA VT TO oKeVN THS Aettovpyiag T@ aipatt dpoing Eppdviicey —
See Exodus 24:6; 40:9; Leviticus 8:15,19; 16:14-16 — The OT does not mention the sprinkling of blood on the
tabernacle/tent. Instead Exodus 40:9ff. describes the anointing of “the tabernacle and all that is in it” with “anointing
oil” (ﬂfj@f?;bﬂ ]FJU'HN) (10 €Lonov 10D Ypiocpatog). Perhaps what Paul means by mentioning the sprinkling of the
scroll of the covenant and the people in Exodus 24, it can be inferred that as each new piece of the Mosaic Covenant
religion came into existence, Moses did the same with it. This is how important and vital is the “contact,” either
physically or through belief, of blood, i.e., death, with the elements of God’s relationship to His people, the Jews and
the material stuff of the Mosaic Covenant and all people of genuine belief, both Jews and Gentiles, metaphorically
under the New Covenant.
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247 oy, oxed0V &V oiLOTL TEVTO, KOBoPIfeTan KaTd TOV VOOV Kol X®PIS aipatekyvoicog od yivetal dpeoic — The
point is that the granting of life from God’s mercy and forgiveness for people who deserve death because of their
sinfulness comes through the process of something’s or someone’s death’s taking place. Therefore, almost everything
(not “everyone,” which would not be as coherent with what Paul goes on to say in vs. 23ff.) involved in the Jew’s
existence is affected by this process. Eventually, the death of the Messiah as high priest fits with all the death and blood
that was poured out from animals as offerings to God under the Mosaic Covenant, including the very first event of this
kind when God was making the covenant with the Jews and Moses sprinkled blood over practically everything within
his reach (cf. Exodus 24).

The only conclusion that one can make is that forgiveness for sins from God cannot happen without their being blood
spilt through something’s or someone’s death. This is simply how God has designed reality to work, and it works with
only Jesus’ death for the complete and eternal forgiveness of sins.

By the way, “cleansing” (xa0apiletar) means the same thing as forgiveness (dpeoig). For the Jews to acquire
cleanness under the Mosaic Covenant is for God to forgive them and grant them physical life within the nation of
Israel. For the Jews to acquire cleanness under the New Covenant is for Him to forgive them eternally and grant them
eternal life in the Kingdom of God.

248 Givéykm oDV T PEv Dmodelyuota T@V £V Toig 0VPaVOic TOVTOIG KoBapileshal, ovTh 8& TG Emovpavie KpeiTTOoY
fvoiong mwopo tovtag — Paul draws the conclusion from the example of Moses that God has set things up within
human history to make it a theological necessity (&véyxn) that death play a major role in “cleansing” the temple
implements of worship and the people of Israel, thus granting both the people and this important building a temporary
stay of execution and destruction respectively.

Paul also says that these elements, and he means the temple and the tools of worship within it, are “copies of the things
in the heavens” (1o pev dmodeiypata t@V &v T0ig ovpavoig), when “the things in the heavens™ are an imaginary and
metaphorical temple and tools of worship, pointing to their eternal nature because of the eternal mercy that comes
through the high priest, Jesus. Therefore, the “cleansing” through death of animals is effective for any individual Jew
and the Jews as a whole nation under the Mosaic Covenant for life on the land of Israel and this earth—as they look
forward to the “cleansing” by the Messiah to ensure their life and safety on the land.

Likewise, the acquisition of efernal mercy for an individual Jew (and any Gentile individual) and for the Jews as a
whole nation eventually happens through the death of Jesus when they become the “great nation” of the Abrahamic
Covenant promise under the New Covenant and continue into the eternal Kingdom of God on the new earth of
Revelation 21-22.

Paul also draws the conclusion from what he knows and has been arguing about the role of the Messiah that the New
Covenant requires an offering and death that is “better” (xpeittociv) and superior to that of bulls and goats under the
Mosaic Covenant. In the case of the New Covenant, the very human Messiah Jesus, who is acting out his role as God
within the creation, king of the eternal Kingdom of God, and high priest for rebellious human beings at the final
judgment, is precisely this “better” offering. Paul uses the plural “sacrifices” while meaning the single sacrifice of
Jesus’ death.

249 o0 yop €ic xewomointo eloiAbey Gylor XpioTog, AVIITUTO TOV GANBVAV, GAL €l aDTOV TOV 0VPOVOV, VOV
EUEOVIGHTVOL TO TPOSOT® ToD Be0D Vep Nudv — Paul has already argued that Jesus is not permitted to operate as a
priest under the jurisdiction of the Mosaic Covenant and, therefore, cannot operate as priest inside the physical
tabernacle on this earth. Instead, Jesus has to operate under the jurisdiction of the New Covenant and carry out his
priestly role in the heavenly tabernacle, i.e., at the final judgment, where, in the presence of the Father so to speak, he
appeals to Him for efernal mercy on behalf of the Jews who have believed God for another and eternally effective way
to grant them mercy that is different from bulls and goats as offerings.

It is not as though there is an actual building or temple in “heaven,” i.e., “not hand-made set apart places” (00
xewponointo ...Gyia). Paul simply uses the language of the tabernacle/temple of the Mosaic Covenant to talk about the
same kind of process of appealing to God for forgiveness and life in the face of death that a person deserves. Wherever
the actual “meeting” takes place between Yahweh and a morally rebellious Jew with Jesus at his side to intervene on
his behalf, “into heaven itself” and literally “before the face of God on our behalf” (gig adtOv TOV 0VpALVOV...TH
TPOcONH T0D B0 Vrep MudV), Jesus will be successful in obtaining eternal mercy for this person. Nevertheless, Paul
calls the earthly tent with its Holy of Holies, Set Apart Places of Set Apart Places, “copies of the true things”
(&vtituma TOV GANOVAV).

230 998 Tvor TOAAGKIC TPOGPEPT E0VTOV, DOTEP O GPYIEPEDC ELGEPYXETAL EIC TO B0l T KOUT EVIOLTOV &V olipouTt
aArotpie — The Levitical high priests were ordered by God under the Mosaic Covenant to enter into the Holy of Holies
once a year on a continuous basis, year after year, with blood that did not belong to them but to the animals that they
sacrificed each time. Thus, they had to do this “often” (roAAdk1ic). Paul is stating that the Messiah’s offering is
different in two important respects—

1) His is not done on a continuous basis. It is done only once.

2) And his does not involve the blood of something or someone else (&ALotpiw = not his own). It is with his own blood
through his own death that he makes his offer.

21 émey £5e1 adTOV TOAAGKIC TaBEiv &md KotaBorfic kéopov — If Jesus® offering were of the same kind as that of the
Mosaic Covenants, i.e., “often” (roAAdxkig), where he was sinful and God required multiple sacrifices for his and
other’s benefit, then he would have had to offer himself continuously in order to obtain God’s postponement of
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execution for himself and any one else who wanted to take advantage of his sacrifice and role as priest.

Plus, Paul is saying that this would have needed to happen from the beginning of the system of the New Covenant with
its designated relationship between God and the Jews. However, the system of sacrifices under the New Covenant is
different. Rather than repetitive and multiple sacrifices being necessary, only one is required—that of Jesus, the
system’s high priest, on the cross.

The “foundation of the system” of sacrifices under the New Covenant makes more sense than the “foundation of the
world,” in order to match the system of sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant. God inaugurated this latter covenant when
he instituted the animal offerings in the earthly tabernbacle/temple, and He did the same for the New Covenant when
He instituted Jesus’ death on the cross.

252 yuwi 8¢ Gmal €my cvvielein TAV aldvev gig dBETnow ‘[Thic] quoptiog St THS BVGig KHTOD TEPUVEPMTOL —
Paul is saying that God instituted the Mosaic Covenant with the plan that it, with its continuous animal sacrifices,
would exist for a rather long period of time in the history of the present realm, so that Jesus’ sacrifice has come at a
point in history where the time remaining for this realm is relatively short and “for the removal of sin” (eig a8étnowv
‘[tAg] dpoptiog).

Or, at least, Jesus’ sacrifice definitely points to the completion and finalizing of the realm, while the animal sacrifices
could point only to Jesus’ sacrifice. Thus, at the beginning of the period of time that constitutes the completion of the
ages (¢m1 cvvtekeia TV aidvov) leading up to the eternal Kingdom of God, Jesus, the king and high priest of this
kingdom, with the single (Grag) offering of his own death on the cross, , i.e., “through his sacrifice” (8ux t1ig 6voiag
ovto0), is the foundation of complete and eternal salvation, who, eventually, brings it about for human beings whose
basic, moral, and internal structure is characterized by rebellion against God (cf. Hebrews 1:1-4).

253 oy ko’ o0V Grdkerton Tolg GvepdTolg Gmal dmodovelv, petd 8¢ tovto kpicig — God, the transcendent Creator
and Judge, has so arranged human existence that people die once and only once (Grag), and then they experience the
final judgment (xpiocig) that ultimately results in either eternal forgiveness and life or eternal condemnation and
destruction.

234 oBtog ko 0 XpLotog Bmat TpoceveyBels eic TO TOAAMY GveveyKelV GUOPTIOG €K SEVTEPOV XWPIS CuapTiog
0pOMoeTOL TOlG AVTOV Amekdeyoucvolg eig cotnpiov T — Paul is showing that there is a single event that corresponds
to the single death that all human beings experience in the present realm. This single event is Jesus’ second appearance.
He died once (Grag) “in order to offer the sins of many” (gig 10 ToAA®V diveveykelv auaptiog) during his first
appearance, and human beings die once (Grat) at the end of their own lifetimes on earth. Jesus will appear a second
time, and human beings will be able to experience the benefits of this second appearance by being rescued from God’s
eternal condemnation. Jesus’ offering (not really “bearing”) their sins was his experience of physical death, which he
did not deserve but which sinful human beings deserve (along with their deserving eternal destruction), in order to
qualify to intercede for them at the final judgment. In other words, Jesus offered to God what God would require of
every sinner—death! And this is what God required of him for him to intercede for sinners.

Hebrews 7:27 who does not have the necessity daily (ka6 nuépav), like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices
(bvoioag avaeépewv), first for his own sins, then for those of the people, because he did this once and never again
(épbémat), when he offered up himself (¢ovtov "avevéykag).

And Paul indicates that an important, existential characteristic of those who will experience the positive benefits of
Jesus’ second appearance will be that they are now “eagerly awaiting him for salvation” (toig adtov drekdeyouévoig
eig cotnpiav). Christians obviously do not have a ho-hum attitude towards Jesus’ return and their eternal destiny. It is
the most exciting aspect of their human existences, that they know that God has guaranteed the Kingdom of God to
them through Jesus’ advocacy. And they are willing to believe and be patient until God fulfills this promise to them.
Paul is using parabolic and analogous language to refer to what he describes in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 where Jesus
will return in order that those who have looked forward to it for their salvation will either rise up to meet him in the air
if they are still alive or be raised from the dead if they died before his return. But both groups will be with him for the
rest of eternity, which effectively is his appealing to the Father “at the judgment” for their eternal mercy (“now to
appear in the presence of God on our behalf” — 9:24).

Romans 8:19 Thus, the eager longing of the creation eagerly awaits (crexd€xeton) the revelation of the sons of God.
Romans 8:23 And not only this, but we also, because we have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan within ourselves, while
we eagerly await (&rekdeyouevor) our adoption, being released from our body.

Romans 8:25 However, if we hope for what we do not see, we are eagerly awaiting it (&wexdeyopebo) with patient
endurance.

255 GV Yop X0V 0 VOUOC TOV HEALOVI®V GyoB@dV, fovK DTV’ TV elkGVe TV TPOYUATOV, KOT EVIGVTOV TOIC
avTaic Bvoiong T GG TPOGPEPOVSTV EIG TO dINVEKEG 0V3EM0TE "dUVITUL TOVG TPOGEPXOUEVOoLG Tedei®doon — Paul has
been arguing that the Mosaic Covenant has only shadow-like elements of eternal mercy that cannot provide complete
confidence for a sinner that he will escape God’s eternal condemnation, which are both the goal of sinful Jews who
“draw near” to God for His mercy—because they understand correctly the reality of their situation before God and are
truly seeking Him with genuine repentance and belief.

Now, Paul says that this Covenant does not have even an image of the things that really matter (odx adtnv' v eikdvo
T®v wpoyudtev). In other words, the Mosaic Covenant is so devoid of anything beneficial for helping a sinful Jew
obtain eternal life from God, that it can be said to lack even an image, e.g., a photograph, of Jesus and his death. Yes,
there is a shadow (oK yap €xov) of Jesus and his death in the covenant. But this is all there is, which means that the
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covenant lacks anything really substantive to commend a sinful Jew to God to obtain His eternal forgiveness.
Consequently, Jesus’ single death is the only way that this total and eternal level of mercy can be obtained by any other
human being (cf. 8:5). Another way to say this is that the shadow that constitutes the Mosaic Covenant with its multiple
“same sacrifices year after year” (xat” évievtov toig avtaig Ovoiog) is nothing compared to the actual death of Jesus
that allows for a confident approach to God for salvation, also because the high priests of the Mosaic Covenant make
propitiatory offerings “without interruption” (gig ©0 dinvekeg)—in contrast to Jesus’ being a high-priest “without
interruption.” (cf. Hebrews 7:3; 10:12,14).

Paul has been maintaining that the fact that many sacrifices year after year are necessary in order to fulfill God’s
requirements for the Jews under the Mosaic Covenant indicates that it is inadequate to provide complete and eternal
mercy. The Jews who appeal to God for mercy through only the methodology of the Mosaic Covenant always have
next year (indeed, the next day) to contemplate and bring more sin offerings for the next sins that they commit, thus
correctly never feeling completely confident that they have obtained complete and eternal forgiveness from God.

There are two distinct meanings given to the Greek word eixov in the NT. The first, and more numerous, is its obvious
meaning (for us who speak English) of image or representation, referring to something that is far less than the reality
which the image represents. For example, a photograph of a beautiful landscape is still much less real than the
landscape itself.

Then, there are a couple of places where eikdv means appearance, referring to the very thing itself. For example,
Romans 8:29 where it means appearance — “because those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the appearance (gixov) of His Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many brethren.” In other
words, Christians will appear just like Jesus, i.e., morally perfect. There is also 2 Corinthians 3:18 — “And we all with
unveiled faces, while reflecting like a mirror the awesomeness of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
(eik@v) from glory into glory, just as from the Lord, that is, the Spirit.” In other words, Christians, with a modicum of
glory in their hearts and actions whereby they are pursuing moral perfection, are in the process of eventually being
completely transformed into morally perfect human being that comes from God and His sovereign plans and purposes
for them.

In spite of the possibility that Paul is here using this second meaning, his argument is stronger if he is using the first
meaning, so that the image is a very close representation of the real thing, but it is still not the real thing. Therefore, his
point is that the Mosaic Covenant’s sacrifices are not even an image of the real thing, which is Jesus’ sacrifice. They
are merely a shadow. As a result, Jesus’ sacrifice is the only valid avenue to the proper existential goal of a human
being—eternal forgiveness and life and the bold confidence to draw near (tovg mpocepyonévoug) to God and seek His
forgiveness, knowing that one will actually get it.

Along with the inclusion of adtnv in the phrase ovk avTnv Thv gikdva TOV Tpayudtov where it means actual or very,
Paul is saying that the Mosaic Covenant does not have even the very image of the most important things with respect to
a sinful Jew’s human existence, i.e., the completion of his goal of eternal mercy and life that can come only through the
Messiah Jesus. In this way, Paul, for the sake of convincing his readers that they dare not abandon their belief in Jesus
as the Messiah, is emphasizing the wide and irreconcilable discrepancy between what God instituted through Moses,
the Mosaic Covenant, and what He has instituted through Jesus, the New Covenant.

236 gl fovK GV EMOVOOVTO TPOGPEPOIEVOL S0 TO UNdepioy Exev €11 GUVEIINGLY GPAPTIOV TOVS AXTPEVOVTOC
drag kexabopiouévoug — Once again, Paul mentions that that the multiple and continuous sacrifices of the Mosaic
Covenant were worthless for providing the worshiping Jew with eternal mercy and the complete confidence of eternal
mercy. If they had been adequate for such, then the Jews could have stopped bringing them to the Levitical priests, and
they could have felt settled in their hearts and minds that God would grant them salvation in the eternal Kingdom of
God on the basis of them. This is to say that, if one Levitical offering were eternally effective, then the worshipers who
used it to approach God for His forgiveness could think that the whole issue of obtaining and retaining God’s mercy
had been taken care of once and for all, so that they would never have to slaughter a bull or a goat again and offer it to
God on behalf of their rebellion against Him.

Clearly, Paul is indicating that there is something about the psychological and intellectual connection between bringing
an offering to God and the sense of what this has done as an important part of the process of seeking His mercy. What a
person would like to be able to do is bring one offering to God, humbly appeal to Him for eternal mercy, and have God
say, “Done deal! You have accomplished all that is necessary and will reach your goal of eternal life!” Afterward, the
Jewish worshiper could leave the tabernacle/temple, continue living his existence as a human being in, for example, the
tribe of Naphtali near the Sea of Galilee, and be completely confident that he actually has God’s eternal forgiveness and
the certainty of living in the “great nation” of Israel and the eternal Kingdom of God, never having to do anything else
or repeat coming to God with an offering. Paul’s whole argument hinges on the fact that only Jesus’ single offering
under the New Covenant accomplishes this—both as a sufficient action for his being a sinner’s advocate before God
and to provide the sinner with complete confidence that he is eternally forgiven.

257 GAN &V aDTOIC BVAIVIGLS CUOPTIAY KOT EVIGVTOV GSVVOTOV Yoip OIUO *TOdpOY KO TpAYmVE "Cpoipeiv
auaptiog — Here is Paul’s definitive statement. The ongoing death of bulls and goats “year after year” (kat’ éviovtdv)
is absolutely useless for appealing to God for eternal mercy. In fact, the daily and annual repetition is only a reminder
(&vdpvnoic) that the problem of man’s innate rebellion is not yet settled and can never be settled by these ongoing
multiple sacrifices, so that there is still a lack of eternal forgiveness until God institutes another way to deal with it.
Indeed, the way that God has set things up within the creation, an eternal, human high priest, who is morally perfect
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and king of the universe, is necessary to appear at the final judgment and intercede on behalf of sinful human beings.
And it is the final judgment that is the main event for obtaining God’s eternal mercy. Slaughtered and resurrected, if it
were the case, bulls and goats will not be there to help. They actually will remain dead and destroyed.

Paul has also argued in chapter 7 that the priests who have brought these animal sacrifices to the altar of the Mosaic
Covenant tabernacle/temple need their own mediator, thereby rendering them useless for interceding on behalf of other
human beings for their eternal mercy. And the final piece of this puzzle is that the appropriate high priest who appears
at the final judgment qualifies for this eternally important role by offering himself as a sacrifice to God, which Jesus of
Nazareth did when he died on the cross.

258 Hebrews 10:5-18 are a fuller explanation of Paul’s point that the continuous sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant are
merely a reminder that there must be another way to gain God’s eternal mercy. Paul uses David and his comments from
Psalm 40 to show that he, even as king of Israel, recognized this important point.

259 510 eioepybuevog eig 1oV kéouov Aéyel — Paul will now go on to explain that David, whenever he engaged in
performing the religious system of the Mosaic Covenant that God had prescribed, understood that God would provide a
method separate and different from the Mosaic Covenant in order for him to obtain God’s mercy.

Again, as in 9:26, tov koopov is the religious system of the Mosaic Covenant, not the “world.” Plus, this is about
David, not about Jesus. And eicepyxduevog = when he enters into or when he engages in, meaning when David enters
into performing the Mosaic Covenant, this is what he knows to be true about God and his relationship with God.

260 guoiov ko TPOCQOPGY 0K NOEANGAS, GO §E KOTNPTICH Hot —

Psalm 40:6a — FISDI~ xﬁ M3 1121 = You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; and Psalm 40:6b 5 02 0N

= You cut/hollowed out my ears for me.

The Septuagint translates Psalm 40:6a with 6vciov kot Tpos@opav ovk N0éAncag = You do not desire sacrifice and
offering, and it translates Psalm 40:6b with @tia [i.e., cdpa] 8¢ katnpticw pot = You put in order/prepared my ears
[i.e., my body] for me.

There are two possibilities here for David is saying in the Psalm and for what Paul is doing by quoting him here in
Hebrews 10—

1) In line with the Massoretic Hebrew text from around A.D. 500, David could be speaking of how God caused him to
respond appropriately to his sins and sinful actions, with a changed heart and an inward commitment to obey God by
pursuing goodness. Therefore, the hollowing out of his ears would represent David’s God-given desire and willingness
to embrace the truth of God, which he was able to do only because God had miraculously changed his inwardness.
Thus, the Septuagint translates it as putting his ears in order. However, there is a textual variant in the Septuagint that
uses o®po. = body instead of mtia = ears, thus indicating that there is a possibility that David meant that God had put
his whole body in order by transforming him into a person who fundamentally understands the truth and the importance
of inward humility before God for the sake of appealing to Him for mercy. As a result, Paul would be talking about
David’s inwardness, not Jesus’ obedience, and the former as a precursor to what God would do for all the Jews
according to the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34 (cf. Hebrews 10:15-16). In addition, David understood, because
of his changed heart, that the actual ritual of offering animal sacrifices was not ultimately what God desired from him.
Instead, He desired an inwardly changed, humble, and repentant heart that could recognize the inadequate nature of the
Mosaic Covenant concerning eternal salvation. Cf. Hebrews 9:8ff.

2) Another possibility is that Paul’s quote is from the Septuagint that uses c@ua = body, while the Massoretic Hebrew
text with “body” had been changed to “ears” by the Jews before A.D. 500 in order to counteract the arguments of
Christians who used this passage to argue exactly what Paul is arguing, that the multiple Mosaic Covenant animal
sacrifices were and are worthless for obtaining God’s eternal mercy, while the Messiah Jesus’ one “body” and sacrifice
does provide for it. Therefore c@uo = body is not necessarily being used by David in Psalm 40 to refer to Jesus’ body,
but David is simply saying that God will provide a “body” that is something other than the Mosaic Covenant animal
sacrifices for him as a sinner in need of God’s eternal mercy, in the midst of his authentic inwardness that can be
assumed simply by virtue of the way that David is speaking. This “something other” then becomes the ground for
David’s appeal to God for eternal forgiveness. If this is the case, then certainly by the time David writes Psalm 110, he
has grasped that his “Lord” is also a “priest according to the order of Melchizedek,” which probably leads him to
conclude that this man is also the “something other” that provides God’s eternal mercy for him.

Which option is correct? Vs. 6-10 should help decide.

261 rohokaTOMOTO, KO mept apoptiag ovK EVSSKNCOS —

Psalm 40:6¢ — ﬂﬁNU x‘v nwm ﬂﬁ = Burnt offering and sin offering You do not ask/require.

The Septuagint translates this with 6Aoxavtoua kot Tept apoptiog ovk fjincag = Whole burnt offering and
concerning sin You do not ask/require.

Paul changes “asked” to “are pleased” or “take pleases,” that God neither asks for nor is pleased with the actual animal
sacrifices. David must mean that these animal sacrifices and offerings in and of themselves are worthless for obtaining
His eternal mercy. What pleases Him vis-a-vis the Mosaic Covenant is a changed and humble heart and inwardness that
results in a sinner’s, i.e., David’s, recognizing that God will provide eternal mercy some other way. Thus, Paul has been
arguing that the New Covenant’s sacrifice, Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah, is vastly pleasing and even necessary to
God, because he is required to be present and act as intercessor at the final judgment on behalf of those who embrace
him as their high priest on into the Kingdom of God.
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By implication, the understanding of a sinner that acknowledges the vast difference between animal sacrifices and
Jesus’ sacrifice is pleasing to God and what He asks and requires.

262 241e gimov, 180V, Tk év Kscpoc?\.t& Bipriov yéypamton T mepl £uod 10D Torficwl, 0 0gdg, TO BEANUE Gov —

Psalm 40:7 — ’5 202 13D n%m: "INQT3T "RTAN TN = Then, I said, “Behold, I come; in the scroll of the
book it is wrltten of me.

The Septuagint translates this with té1e eirov i80v fikw, év xkepalidt BipAiov yéypanton mept £uod = Then, I said,
“Behold, I am present; in the scroll of the book it has been written concerning me.

Psalm 40:8a — "RSDM TIo8 T3S 1i#LS =1 delight to do Your will, O God.

The Septuagint translates this with to% Tofjcat 10 0€ANUG cov, 6 Bedg pov €BovAnenv = I want to do Your will/desire,
O my God.

This verse indicates that David has grasped two important truths—

1) That God had “written” in His book, i.e., His account/script of the story of the creation (cf. John 1:1), that He had
“written” before He began creating and telling the story, that David would be an individual Jew who would be
authentically obedient to God.

2) That his obedience to God would be to do what God desires, i.c., a Jew whom God would choose to cause to become
inwardly committed to His values and desires, i.e., abhorring and repenting of immorality, while recognizing that God
would provide a different basis for mercy from the animal sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant. Thus, David is doing the
desire of God according to the story of God and from God, by recognizing that there must be another method of avenue
of mercy, which bolsters Paul’s argument to his Jewish readers who are being persecuted by Jews who claim that they
know the OT, which to these other Jews who are persecuting them that they must rely on the animal sacrifices for
obtaining God’s forgiveness.

263 GvdTepov Aéyov GTL ‘OVGIOC KO TPOSPOPHC’ KOl OAOKOVTOUOTO KOl TEPL GUapTiog 0VK NOEANCAC, 0V8E
evdoknoag — Paul paraphrases Psalm 40:6a & ¢ and even adds more words to David’s text in order to make it clearer
that David had realized that God was not fundamentally interested in the sacrificial rituals that he was performing
according to the Mosaic Covenant.

264 gitiveg kaTéL T vopov mposeépovtat — Paul admits that the Mosaic Covenant did certainly prescribe and command
the Jews to present animal sacrifices and other kinds of offerings to God. Thus, they were and are truly being obedient
to God whenever they did and do so, i.e., when they did and do so with authentic inwardness.

265 161 elpnrev' 180 fiko 100 morficon T 10 BEANUE cov — David pursued obedience to God, not on the basis of the
the Mosaic Covenant rituals that he was performing, but on the basis of another method that God would provide, all of
which constituted David’s doing the desire of God, in complete contradiction to the theology of Paul’s readers’
persecutors. Thus, Paul has been arguing that, through the New Covenant and David’s Lord and priest according to the
order of Melchizedek, David will gain God’s eternal mercy—because his heart is such that he appropriately recognizes
the limitations of the Mosaic Covenant and the eternal effectiveness of the New Covenant. In other words, David’s
doing God’s desire is from a circumcised and changed heart that is necessary in order to satisfy the condition which
God has placed on all sinful human beings in order to obtain the eternal Kingdom of God.

266 Grvopel O TPATOV Tvar TO Ssm’spov o1ron — Two options for who the “He” is at the beginning of this sentence—
1) God is the one who “takes away”

2) David is the one who “takes away”

Even if it is David whom Paul means, he definitely accomplishes a kind of theological switch, but one that God
actually ultimately intended and continues to intend. David “takes away” (&vaipet) and switches out the rituals of the
Mosaic Covenant animal sacrifices for the methodology that arises through the New Covenant, the sacrificial offering
of the high priest of this latter covenant. We know from Psalm 110 that David came to realize that his “Lord,” the
future and final Messiah and King of Israel (from the tribe of Judah, because this was David’s tribe!), would also be a
“priest,” indeed a “priest according to the order of Melchizedek.” And it seems that Psalm 40 indicates that David
realized that God would require a different sacrifice, even a “body,” instead of the animal sacrifices, even if David
could not have completely described exactly how this would happen (option #2 in endnote for the quote from Psalm
40:6 in Hebrews 10:5). Yet, David also recognized that his “doing God’s desire” was something that God had given to
him after predestining him to this kind of understanding, heart, and belief within the history of sinful human beings.

267 &y @ BEMAUOLTL NYIOOUEVOL EGUEV T S10t TS TPOGPOPAC T0D "cmpatoc Incod Xpiotod épdnat — Here, Paul is
clearly talking about God’s “desire” (BeAjuatt), that it is within it that his readers (if they are authentic believers) and
he have become set apart (Nyiaouévor éouev) and therefore slated to acquire eternal life “in conjunction with the
offering of the body of Jesus the Messiah “once and never again” (81t tfig Tpoc@opac 100 "cdpatog Incod Xpiotod
£¢panat). Thus, Paul and his readers are following David’s example of recognizing the necessity of an alternative
method from the animal sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant for obtaining God’s forgiveness. As a result, his fellow Jews
and he become “set apart” by God from other Jews (indeed, it has been written in God’s book and He has predestined
it) for the Kingdom of God, especially now that Jesus as Messiah and sacrificed high priest has appeared and made
himself known as the other and only way through his body (and not the organic containers of bulls and goats) to obtain
God’s complete and eternal mercy.

See also John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and life. No one comes to the Father but by me.”

If, with whatever Hebrew word was used in Psalm 40:6, David was not referring to an actual human body but simply to
another “method” that God would use to provide eternal mercy, then Paul is using c®dpo = body in the same way. Thus,
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the genitive phrase Tnco® Xpiotov is in apposition to the words tot copatog, indicating that Jesus as the Messiah is
the method and alternative way that God has used to correspond to what David had written.

As aresult, Paul is using David’s understanding to show that, now, the means for NT sinful Jews to survive the final
judgment is the Messiah’s death + belief in the Messiah and his death, because he is their high priest who appeals to
God for eternal mercy. Belief in the biblical truth of the inadequacy of the Mosaic Covenant and the necessity of an
alternative method of offerings is what God causes a Jew to “do” according to His plans and purposes for the creation,
so that, not only David, but also Paul and other NT believing Jews “do” the will and desire of God to understand the
difference between the two covenants and to believe God for another and eternally effective way for obtaining His
complete and eternal mercy.

268 oy TAIC HEV Miepeng FoTNKEV KOO MUEPOLY AELTOVPYDV KOl THC 0VTAC TOAAGKIC TPOSPEPMV BVGIOG, OITIVEC
ovdérote dvvavron wepierelv "apaptiog — Paul once again repeats his argument of chapters 7-9. The Levitical
priesthood was never intended do provide complete and eternal mercy by virtue of their multiple offerings that never
could suffice for obtaining God’s complete and eternal mercy and never could give a Jew a sense of confidence such
that he knew that it was ok for him to stop bringing his animal sacrifices. In addition, Paul emphasizes the fact that the
position of the Levitical priests was always one of standing, in contrast to that of the Messiah and high priest...

269 roBtog 8 Moy DITEP GUOPTIAY TPOGEVEYKNS Buciow eig TO dinvekec éxdbioey ‘€v e&1d’ 10D BeoD — In contrast to
the Levites, who kept time after time, day after day, offering the Jews’ and their own sacrifices, then died and remained
dead, Jesus has died, risen from the dead, and taken his eternal position of ruling over the creation by sitting down at
the right hand of Yahweh, metaphorically speaking (as God declares in Psalm 110:1).

In addition, by their very nature, the Levitical priests’ sacrifices were temporary and implied that other sacrifices would
follow only until the end of the present age. In contrast, Jesus’ sacrifice was once and eternally effective (gig

10 dinvekeg = for all time), implying that no other sacrifices would follow for all of eternity. Therefore, Jesus is the
only qualified eternal high priest. His single offering of himself as the morally perfect icon of God within the creation
qualifies him to intercede on behalf of even sinful Levitical priests, in order to provide the right and confident sense of
complete and eternal mercy.

In addition, as with the continual standing of the Levitical priests in order to fulfill their priestly responsibilities, Paul is
saying that the Melchizedekan high priest was able to sit down after his own sacrifice, and, indeed, he sat down at the
right hand of Yahweh (metaphorically speaking), thus resulting in his taking on the responsibility of ruling over the
creation, something the Levitical priests could never dream of doing. Only the Davidic king could do so as God’s proxy
within the creation according to the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7.

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand (";".”7.3”? ) (xdBov éx e&idv pov) until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet (772177 &7 7[”3’& DERTIY) (Bog &v 00 Todg éx8povs Gov dmonddiov Tédv
nod®V 60v).”

270 15 Aomov Exdexduevog Emg TEOOGIY 01 £xBpol °adToD HTOTESI0V THY Tod@V ardTod — As Paul wraps us his
explanation for why the one new high priest of Psalm 110 is better than the multiple high priests of the Mosaic
Covenant, he indicates why his readers and he do not yet see this high priest in action. It is because Jesus is waiting
until God gets to the point in His story where He wants to crush this high priest’s enemies. Thus, besides ruling over
the creation, the high priest of the New Covenant can count on God’s eliminating his (and Israel’s) enemies, which God
promised to do for the Jews, and therefore for the Levitical priests, under the Mosaic Covenant also. However, the
destruction of the Jews’ enemies is strictly for earthly purposes, while the destruction of the Messiah’s enemies is for
“heavenly,” i.e., eternal, purposes—whereby the last enemy as indicated in other parts of the New Testament will be
death (cf. I Corinthians 15).

Thus, Paul is declaring that Jesus, having qualified as high priest and ruler over the creation, including over the
temporary Kingdom of Israel in the present creation and the eternal Kingdom of God in the new creation, merely waits
for God to complete His project when there will be no more enemies of truth, Jesus, and God within the creation. As I
have said before, this is ANE and Davidic Covenant language, thus tying together Jesus’ New Covenant and
Melchizedekan priesthood with his role as king, which Paul has been arguing since the end of chapter 2 (cf. 2 Samuel
7:14; Psalm 110:1; Hebrews 10:26ff; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57). ‘

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand (";".”7.3”? ) (xdBov éx Se&idv pov) until I make your

enemies a footstool for your feet (772177 &7 7[”3’& DERTIY) (Bog &v 00 Todg éx8povs 6ov dmonddiov Tédv
nod®V 60v).”

271 1@ youp Tpoc@opd TeTeleinkey gi¢ TO dinvekec Todg Taryralouévong — This has been Paul’s main point. By virtue
of his role as the Davidic king and Melchizedekan priest, Jesus can finish the task of obtaining complete and eternal
mercy for divinely caused inwardly appropriate Jews (cf. the New Covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34) and, by implication,
all sinful human beings with proper inwardness (“those who are being set apart” — tovg "aylalouévoug). Jesus will be
able to appeal to the Father for mercy at the final judgment, something the Levitical priests were incapable of doing,
because they will need the Messiah’s intercession just as much as any other sinful human being will need it (cf.
Hebrews 10:10,15-18).

Therefore, this “completion” and bringing it to its proper goal and end (teteleimkev) as mentioned by Paul is more than
just complete confidence for the Jewish worshiper. It is complete salvation—for all time and eternity (gig T0 Sinvekeg —
cf. Hebrews 10:1), that Jesus brings with his role as the single and unique offering of the New Covenant and mediator
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at the final judgment in contrast to the multiple and continuous offerings of animals by the Levites under the Mosaic
Covenant.

272 nopTopel 8¢ MUiv ko TO Tvedpo O Gylov petd yop 10 "eipnréval — Paul obviously believes the Bible to be God’s
communication to mankind and, therefore, inerrant (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16). In addition, it was God who was speaking
through Jeremiah when He spoke of the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34. But, because it was God in the creation
who was speaking through Jeremiah, Paul can appropriately identify the person who is speaking as the Holy Spirit, i.e.,
God as He operates within the creation.

213 oIn T 1 S1o0rkm fiv StaBricopon TPOC oHTOVE HETE TOC NUEPOC EKEIVOC, AYEL KUPLOg S180VE VOLOUS MoV ETL
Kopdilag adT@V Kol €L TN TNV dtdvolay® ant®dv éntypdye avtovg — Paul first draws the readers’ attention to the
portion of Jeremiah 31:31-34 that he quoted in chapter 8, although he reverses the words “hearts” and “mind.”
Nevertheless, the meaning is the same.

Here, in Jeremiah 31:31-34, God says that He will eventually change the inwardness of all the Jews with a new
covenant, indeed, the New Covenant. This change corresponds to what Paul has just implicitly pointed out in verses 5-
10 about David, that he understood that, by understanding that God would provide an alternative method to animal
sacrifices under the Mosaic Covenant for receiving His forgiveness, he was doing God’s will and being an authentically
biblical inward person.

And Paul is arguing that the Jews of his day can finally have God’s new Torah of believing in the crucified Messiah
placed on their hearts and in their minds, which would be the contemporary form of David’s doing God’s will. In other
words, with the the New Covenant, God commits to turning the Jews into a people who obey Him appropriately with
“circumcised hearts” by causing them to embrace His commandment to believe in and follow Jesus of Nazareth as the
Messiah.

Deuteronomy 10:16, “So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.”

And Romans 2:28,29, “28 The true Jew is not the one who is such outwardly, and neither is circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh, 29 but the true Jew is one in his hidden, innermost parts. And circumcision is of the heart by
means of the Spirit, not of the letter. In addition, his praise is not from men but from God.”

It was all this that God was promising in Deuteronomy 29 & 30. For example, Deuteronomy 30:6, “Thus, Yahweh your
God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants so that you love Yahweh your God with all your
heart and with all your being, in order that you may live.”

Thus, the commandment to embrace a crucified Messiah for the sake of complete and eternal forgiveness becomes the
new Torah for the Jews vis-a-vis the New Covenant, while they retain the Mosaic Covenant as national obligation for
teaching the Gentiles about God.

24T ko TOV GUOPTIOV CaDTAV Kol TAV GVOIdY adTdv 00 ui "uvneeioouot étt — Secondly, Paul draws the readers’
attention to the next portion of Jeremiah 31:31-34 that he quoted in chapter 8. God’s purpose for making the New
Covenant with the Jews is to provide them with eternal forgiveness and mercy (00 pn ... €11 = no more), thus implying,
by virtue of the change in covenant, a change in priesthood.

In other words, eternal forgiveness for the Jews cannot take place through the multiple and continuous sacrifices of
animals of the Mosaic Covenant without the single sacrifice of the New Covenant. As a result, there is a new
priesthood that further demonstrates that the Levitical priesthood and animal sacrifices are useless for obtaining the
goal of a human being, the Kingdom of God in the next realm. God did remember the sins of the Jews who merely
practiced the Mosaic Covenant and thought it was sufficient to obtain His forgiveness (if they lacked changed hearts),
while He will not remember (o un "uvno6nooucn) their sins who practice the New Covenant by embracing Jesus as a
single sacrifice and high priest (and who, like David (cf. Psalm 51), recognized that the multiple and continuous
sacrifices did not bring complete and eternal forgiveness).

Paul has been arguing that the change of priesthood is fulfilled by Jesus as the Messiah and high priest according to the
order of Melchizedek, as stated by David in Psalm 110. It is this and not the performing of multiple and continuous
sacrifices according to the Mosaic Covenant that is important for Paul’s readers to understand and believe, thus
obviously putting them at odds with their persecutors who are promoting only the Mosaic Covenant and its animal
sacrifices as the only focal point of a Jew’s relationship with God.

275 mov 8¢ Gpeoig °ToVTOV, 0VKETL TPOGPopd Tept Guapticg — Here is the obvious conclusion and the bottom line.
As Paul has been arguing since chapter 7, only Jesus’ one offering of himself, not the multiple offerings of the Levitical
priests, suffices and is effective for complete and eternal forgiveness—so that even during OT times, God looked
towards the future and Jesus’ death and resurrection to forgive completely any Jew of a changed heart who was
bringing his offerings and sacrifices to the Levitical priests in obedience to the Mosaic Covenant. Theologically and
logically, wherever God has declared a person completely and eternally forgiven, He has also declared that no more
sacrifices and offerings are necessary to bring to Him, because Jesus’ one offering will result in his intervening on their
behalf at the final judgment.

Clearly, the psychological switch for a worshiping Jew from all the instructions about the tabernacle/temple, i.e.,
multiple offerings and multiple priests, to the one priest and one offering of the New Covenant is huge. However, it is
absolutely necessary, Paul is arguing, in order to obey God properly and acquire His complete mercy and forgiveness.
And when this psychological switch takes place within a Jew, it is this one offering of the New Covenant priest, Jesus,
that he intellectually and spiritually focuses on and not the tabernacle/temple with its offerings.

Imagine this occurring on a grand scale among the Jews in Israel in Paul’s day (or our day) with the temple existing in
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Jerusalem, and one has a picture of the ramifications of what Paul is writing here. Even if the Jews were to continue
offering animal sacrifices in line with their national obligation to the Mosaic Covenant, their sense of the importance of
these animal sacrifices would be hugely relativized by their focus on their eternal high priest, Jesus of Nazareth.

In the millennial kingdom, the Jews will continue offering animal sacrifices out of respect for God and their unique
position in the world as His chosen, ethnic people to teach the rest of the world with the Mosaic Covenant, but they will
know that their king and his personal, individual, and single sacrifice are all that they need to acquire God’s complete
and eternal forgiveness.

276 gyovteg ovv, GdEAPOL, Tappnoiay gic TV eic0dov T@V Gyimv év 1@ aiwott Incod — As Paul mentioned at the end
of chapter 6 and has been arguing since then, Jesus’ death (év 1@ aipatt Incod) qualifies him to enter the Holy of
Holies, the Set Apart Places of the Set Apart Places, of the heavenly temple so to speak, i.e., the judgment room, and
appeal to God for mercy on our behalf, thus permitting us also to enter with bold confidence (roppnoiav) this same
place of the Holy of Holies and judgment room of God and actually receive complete and eternal mercy through Jesus’
intercession and intervention.

Paul now goes back to the main purpose of his letter, to exhort his readers to embrace God’s whole truth that includes
the suffering Messiah as their high priest at the judgment and to live morally now, while also boldly and confidently
expecting eternal salvation and life. If they were really honest with themselves, the Jews had no basis for courageously
walking into God’s presence and asking Him for eternal mercy in the midst of their bringing their multiple and
continuous animal sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant to Him. Only Jesus’ one offering and sacrifice is a legitimate
basis for a bold and confident approach to God, to drawing near to God.

Hebrews 3:6 On the other hand, the Messiah was faithful over His household as the Son. We are His household, if we
hold on to our bold confidence (thv Tappnoicv) and the boast of our hope until the end.

Hebrews 4:16 As a result, let us approach with bold confidence (uetd toappnoiog) to the throne of grace, in order that
we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

Hebrews 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your bold confidence that has a great reward (thv Tappnoiov dpudv fitig
€xel LEYGANV piobamrodociov).

277 fv évexaivicev fpiv 680V TPEGEATOV Kol (DA 810 T0D KOUTATETAGLATOS, TOVT £6TV THE GOPKOC DTOD —
There are three nouns before the accusative, singular. feminine relative pronoun fjv to which it could refer, and one
after it to which it could refer. These are: 1) rappnoiav, 2) eicodov, 3) aipatt, and 4) 6dov. Plus, the verb éykouvitw
can mean 1) to renew something that is old or 2) to cause something to start or begin as that which is new and never
existed before.

The options of what Paul is saying are —

1) Jesus has renewed the Jew’s bold confidence to enter the presence of God by means of his blood and death

2) Jesus has given the Jews bold confidence, which they never had before, to enter the presence of God by means of his
blood and death

3) Jesus has renewed the entrance to God’s presence by means of his blood and death

4) Jesus has given the Jews entrance to God’s presence, which they never had before, by means of his blood and death
5) Jesus has renewed his blood and death

6) Jesus has provided his blood and death, which the Jews never had before

7) Jesus has renewed the way through the curtain, so to speak, by his blood and death

8) Jesus has given the Jews a new way through the curtain, so to speak, which they never had before, by his blood and
death

It would make more sense that Paul is referring to a feminine noun before the relative pronoun 1jv, because this just
seems to be how relative clauses work. Therefore, options #1-6 are more likely the sense. As I mentioned above in this
endnote, Paul talks about the Jews’ “bold confidence” (rappnoia) in three other verses in this letter, so that it is a very
important concept for him—that the Jews finally have the proper basis to obtain complete and eternal forgiveness from
God. And the basis is what allows them to have “bold confidence” in approaching God and seeking His mercy.
Therefore, I think that option #2 is correct, that it is Jesus’ death that gives the Jews the bold confidence that they never
had—as a practical and existing condition, because Jesus had not yet died as their high priest.

Then, Paul provides an appositive to indicate that is the cause of this new “bold confidence”—Jesus’ offering of his
own body by his death on the cross as the new and living way (680v tpdceatov kot {doav) past the curtain that
separates the Holy of Holies from the rest of the heavenly tabernacle and into the very presence of God (81 t0
Katanetdopotog) to intercede on our behalf.

His purpose in offering himself was so that Paul and his fellow Jews (and all other authentic believers by extrapolation)
may obtain God’s complete and eternal mercy, because he qualifed to be raised from the dead and become their high
priest, in contrast to the bulls and goats who died at the hands of the Levitical priests under the Mosaic Covenant and
who will remain dead for all eternity. The bulls and goats were never raised to intercede for sinful human beings. Nor
were the Levitical priests themselves raised to do so and to continue their roles as priests, especially because they
themselves as sinners will also need Jesus as their advocate at the final judgment.

The statement o0t éotiv g capkog avtod (= this is of his flesh) refers specifically to that kind of “fresh and living
way” (680v Tpdcatov kol {doav) to bring about the whole process by which Jesus qualified to be our high priest and
intercede for sinners.
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278 kol iepéo uéyov €mi 1OV oikov 100 Be0d — Having both bold confidence to appeal to God for mercy within the Holy
of Holies of the heavenly tabernacle so to speak, i.e., the judgment place of God, and also a high priest who is great,
eternal, and intercedes on behalf of authentically inward Jews, means that these Jews actually obtain eternal mercy (cf.
Hebrews 3:1-6). As high as the high priest of the Mosaic Covenant was and is, he is nothing in comparison to the great
priest (iepéa péyav) of the New Covenant.

The “household of God” are the authentic believers in Jesus, and, in this context, Paul is emphasizing Jewish believers
as he did in Hebrews 3:1-6.

279 rppocepyduedo petdr aAnOvic kapdicg év mAnpogopiq mictemg (cf. Hebrews 6:11) — Paul wants his readers to
understand that they can be absolutely certain that Jesus will appeal to God for mercy for them as they approach now
and continue approaching God right up to Jesus’ return and the final judgment with an authentic, biblical heart and
inwardness. Therefore, they will obtain eternal mercy. As a result, they should approach God in such a manner even
now in anticipation of the final judgment.

However, he is implying that it takes a different kind of inwardness and heart from that of most Jews in history, who
have been so focused on the Mosaic Covenant at the expense of understanding the Davidic Covenant and Psalm 110. It
is this appropriate kind of heart that makes it clear to a genuinely worshiping Jew, like David (cf. Psalm 40:6), that God

must provide another way to grant people mercy apart from multiple and continuous animal sacrifices, as Paul also
explained in Hebrews 9:8ff.

280 HepovTIoUEVOL TG KOPSIog Gmd cuveldrioeng Tovnpac kol AeAoveuévol TO odpa oot kabopd — Paul’s
exhortation throughout this letter has been for his Jewish Christian readers to see that the Mosaic Covenant terminology
of the cleansing, i.e., forgiving, of their sinfulness, etc. through animal sacrifices is exactly what happens to them when
they understand the depth of their sinfulness and the extent of the effectiveness of Jesus’ actions as high priest.
However, in the case of Jesus as their advocate, they have grasped the whole meaning of his work as Messiah and
priest, thus giving them complete confidence in obtaining God’s complete and eternal mercy. They are now “clean”
before God in the sense of being accepted by Him as those who will qualify for His mercy and entrance into the
Kingdom of God, not just as those who qualify to participate appropriately in the temporary nation of Israel, which was
possible under simply the Mosaic Covenant.

Their human “bodies” have been “washed” so to speak, meaning likewise that they have received complete and eternal
forgiveness from God. As a result, the Jew who embraces Jesus as his sacrificed and resurrected high priest obtains all
the “cleaning” that he needs to be eternally forgiven by God. And their “understanding of evil,” i.e., that they know
with certainty that they are deeply and inextricably sinful and evil as human beings, arrives at the point that they are
clear in their thinking that they have been forgiven by God in order to gain the Kingdom of God on this earth and the
next eternal earth.

Bl goréyouey Ty duoroyiav Thg EATidoc T dkAvii, moTOC Yap O émaryyethduevog — The Jews who are rejecting
Jesus as the Messiah and, therefore, holding on to only the Mosaic Covenant are missing the point about God’s
promises and faithfulness. Not only is Jesus the right and only high priest on whom to depend to intercede before God,
but God will be faithful to His promise to employ this priest of the New Covenant to gain entrance into the eternal
Kingdom of God for those who have correctly relativized in their minds the Mosaic Covenant with its sacrifices and
have placed their “unwavering confession of hope” (tnv oporoyiav tfig éAnidog ™ dxhvii) in God’s alternative method
for obtaining His mercy. In other words, Jesus is the only “way” that a sinful Jew can experience the fulfillment of
God’s promises to Abraham. This is why Jesus says that he is the “way, the truth, and the life” and that “no one comes
to the Father but by” him (John 14:6). Consequently, Paul exhorts his readers and himself to hold on perseveringly to
these promises, which certainly is part and parcel of the Abrahamic Covenant with its promise of the “great nation” of
Israel and the promise of eternal life (cf. Genesis 12:2, “And I will bless you) and of the New Covenant with its
promise to forget forever the sinfulness of the Jews.

Really, it is always God’s faithfulness to His promise and grace that are the basis for anyone’s holding on to a
confidence that good things will happen to him in the future, e.g., mercy and the Kingdom of God.

282 o korTovoduey GAAAOVG ‘eic mapo&uoudv® dydmng kot koAdv &pymv — One of the most difficult things to do
when a person is suffering is to love others with outward, explicit actions that are marked by patience, grace, mercy,
and hope, even hope of eternal life. Paul wants his readers to think carefully (katavoduev) how to help each other (gig
nopo&uonov) keep loving one another (&ydnng xat kaA®dv €pywv), especially when life is difficult and it would be
casier if they stopped embracing Jesus as the Messiah in order to avoid the persecution that they are experiencing from
the non-believing Jews.

Paul is also saying that the effect of being properly related to God (through belief in Jesus as king and priest for
forgiveness instead of actions in line with the Mosaic Covenant) is not religious actions but genuine loving actions
(xaA@®v €pyov).

23 1m "éykotadeimovieg TV EMIGVVAYOYHV EXVT@Y, KabhOC §00¢ Tioiv — Probably because of fear of persecution that
is coming from unbelieving Jews, who would take note of the fact that they were going to Christian meetings and, as a
result, would react negatively to them, Paul encourages his readers to assemble with one another (t1v éricvvayoynv
¢avt®dv) nevertheless in order to envourage one another and help each other persevere in belief in Jesus as their king
and priest. Apparently, there are those who are refusing to associate at all with Christians (ka6aog €60¢ TiG1v).

Does this really sound like a good idea, that Paul would want Christians to get together even if it meant suffering for
them as opposed to remaining safe as individuals? Hmm. Or, maybe, he is just concerned about these Christians at least
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staying in touch with one another in order to help each other persevere in belief. This latter seems more likely in the
light of the next part of the sentence. Paul is not advocating placing the whole Christian community in danger from the
enemies unnecessarily but simply doing whatever they can to encourage one another in their faith.

284 GALN maporkaAoDVTEC T, Kol T060VTEO LEALOY 6o PAémete éyyilovoav Thv fuépav — The “day” of Jesus’ return
and judgment is approaching (¢yyiCovoav thv fuépav), regardless of how far it may be, and Paul considers his
readers’ looking forward to it as part of the basis for their encouraging one another (rapaxatodvieg) to persevere in
their belief. In other words, his main concern in vs. 24 & 25 is his readers’ taking advantage of the fact that they have
one another to help each other persevere in belief in the midst of the suffering and persecution that they are
experiencing. To ignore this readily available tool of mutual encouragement would naturally be part of the effect of any
suffering and persecution. But Paul wants them to combat the temptation to avoid one another and, instead, to continue
pointing each other intellectually and in their heart and spirit towards the return of their Messiah and priest.

Philippians 1:6 because I have been persuaded of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will be in the
process of bringing it to its intended goal until the day of the Messiah Jesus.

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love will increase still more and more in the midst of an accurate
understanding and all discernment, 1:10 so that you may assess to your advantage the things that are different, in order
that you may be pure and without fault for the day of the Messiah, 1:11 because you have been filled with the fruit of
justification, the fruit that is in light of Jesus the Messiah for the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without grumbling and arguing, 2:15 so that you will be without fault and innocent,
children of God above reproach in the midst of a corrupt and perverted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, 2:16 holding on to the message of life, so that I may boast in the day of the Messiah, because I did not run
in vain nor labor in vain.

285 £kOVGIOE *YOp GUAPTAVOVTOV UGV LeTO TO AaBElV THY ETlyvooty THC GANBeiag, 0VKETL TEpL "GUAPTIAY
Famoleimetal Ovoio — Here is a great implicit explanation of the connections between truth, belief, and eternal
salvation. If Paul’s Jewish readers reject belief in Jesus as the Messiah and the one “sacrifice for sins” (rept "aGuopTi@®V
Faroieineton Buoia) and revert to following only the Mosaic Covenant (actually, the tradition that they have created of
the Mosaic Covenant) as the primary and sole basis of their relationship with God after all this detailed explanation that
he has given them about why Jesus is their Messiah and high priest (uetd 10 AaBeiv v Enlyvooiv Thig dAndeiag =
after receiving knowledge of the truth), then they are, in effect, rebelling against God and “deliberately sinning”
(¢xovoing yap apoaptavéviov Mudv), with the result that they will incur God’s eternal condemnation and not
salvation—as Paul goes on to say (cf. Hebrews 3:121f.).

Being committed to relying solely on the multiple sacrifices of the Mosaic Covenant instead of the single sacrifice of
Jesus, after all this biblical explanation which Paul has presented them, results in their not being any sacrifice for their
sins.

286 poPepar 8¢ TIC £xdoyN Kpicewg kol TVPOC Lihog EoBiew uéldoviog Tovg vrevovtiovg — See also Hebrews 6:4-8.
Also, see footnote above.

Isaiah 26:11, Yawheh, Your hand is lifted up. Yet they do not see it. They see Your zeal for the people and are put to
shame. Indeed, fire will devour Your enemies (D?;&ﬂ 7703 C?g;‘ﬂtﬁ) (xat vov mip toVg VEVaVTIOng E8eTait).
Psalm 110:1,2 — Yahweh says to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies (Téﬁ&) (ToVg €x0povg
oov) a footstool for Your feet.” Yahweh will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of
Your enemies ("3 2722) (év péow tdv éx8pdv cov).”

After reading Paul’s explanation of Jesus as the crucified Son of God and offering to God for their sins and by still
rejecting him as their Messiah and high priest, Paul’s readers would be making themselves enemies of God who will be
destroyed by Him—as the Old Testament promises.

287 goetioag T vouov MoioEng xopic olkTipudv T éml Suciv | Tp1oiv udpTuotv dmodvickel — Ironically, there is a
principle within the Mosaic Covenant that the readers’ persecutors would agree with wholeheartedly that actually
condemns them and spells their destruction. Anyone who willfully rejects God’s instructions in the Mosaic Covenant
incurs His justice and dies physically, whether at the hands of the people or by means that God miraculously produces
within the created reality (for example, Numbers 21:6, The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died.). However, here, Paul is specifically referring to situations where Jews
personally testify against other Jews, who then are executed by these very human Jews on earth. In other words, God’s
justice within the requirements of the Mosaic Covenant demands that sin receive a just punishment, including death if
this is warranted. Therefore, ...

288 180 Sokeite Xeipovog TAEIONGETOL TIHOPICG O TOV VIOV TOD BE0D KATATATHONS KO TO Oipa THg S1oefKkmg
KOWOV MyNoduevog, ®év @ My1dodn,\ xal 10 mvedua tfig xdprtog évuppicag — The phrase &v @ can mean “on the basis
of which” as in Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been
given among men by which (¢v ®) we must be saved.”

Paul lists three blatant sins that his readers’ persecutors are guilty of and that they themselves are risking performing
themselves—

1) To “treat with disdain” and therefore reject God’s Son (6 Tov VIOV 10D 80D kKataraticag), His proxy within the
creation, is to reject God Himself and be executed by Him through the lack of advocacy of the very human Messiah and
priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
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2) To think that Jesus’ death was as ordinary as any other human being’s death, i.e., “to consider as mundane the blood
of the [New] Covenant” (10 oipo Tfig S18Mxng xovov fynoduevog), is to miss the point of how the Messiah had to
qualify to become a high priest through his death. Indeed, it is to agree with the Jewish leaders that Jesus was a criminal
who was violating the Mosaic Covenant by falsely claiming to be the Messiah.

3) Also, to reject the NT message of Jesus as the Messiah is to turn one’s back on the gracious activity of God within
the creation through the work of His Spirit (xoi 10 mvedpa tfg xdprrog évufpicac) that leads the apostles such as Paul
to proclaim this message.

The bottom line is that all this is to reject God. The Jewish persecutors firmly believe that they are worshiping God in a
biblical manner by focusing strictly on the Mosaic Covenant and rejecting Jesus as the Messiah, but they are not. They
are in rebellion against God. And Paul is pointing out how much graver is their rebellion against God in comparison to
any Jew who violates one of the commandments of the Mosaic Covenant, thereby being subject to physical execution
and removal from the nation of Israel. To reject the grace and mercy of God through the death of the Messiah/priest and
which is made available for people to learn through the gracious work of the Holy Spirit is to deserve eternal
destruction by God, not just physical destruction by their fellow Jews.

289 oiSouey youp TOV EITOVTOL U0l EKSTKNGLC, YD GVTOTOSOG® T. KoL TAAY: ™ TKpivel KUplogt TOV A0V adTod —
Deuteronomy 32:35 ‘Vengeance is Mine, and retribution. In due time their foot will slip. For the day of their calamity
is near, and the impending things are hastening upon them.” (Septuagint — &v uépq éxduiceng dvranodvon)

The Hebrew text states the first three words with n%m DE; ’:‘ =To Me is vengeance and retributrion.

The Septuagint translates it as év Nuépq ékdiknioemg avtanodwcm = in the day of vengeance I will repay.
Deuteronomy 32:36 “For Yahweh will vindicate His people and will have compassion on His servants, when He sees
that their strength is gone, and there is none remaining, bond or free.

The Hebrew text states the first line with jAY ]‘ljﬂ’: 1°777°2 = because Yahweh will judge His people.

The Septuagint translates it as 611 kpivel kUplog ToOv Aaov avtod = because the Lord will judge His people.
Deuteronomy 32:1-43 is Moses’ song of God’s assessment of the rebellion of the Israelites and His intended response
of judgment towards them. In other words, according to Paul, the very Covenant on which the unbelieving Jews are
focusing condemns them and Paul’s readers, if the former reject Jesus as the Messiah and the latter succumb to the
persecution of the former and give up their belief in the truth of the Messiah and Melchizedekan priest, because God is
a God of justice and subsequent condemnation, if He does not choose to dispense mercy according to His sovereign
plan.

290 poPepov 1O Eumeceiv eic yeipog Beod {@dvtog — Here is the bottom, bottom line. Paul warns his readers that
incurring God’s eternal condemation will not be a pleasant experience and one that they should avoid!! In fact, it will
be terrifying (pofepov). And this is the “living God” (6eod {@vtog) he is talking about. God is not dead or does not
exist. He is very much alive and a God of both mercy and justice. He is not to be reckoned with if someone is not
willing to worship Him and obey Him.

2 Avouipviickese 8¢ T0¢ TPOTEPOV MUEPOC, EV CiC PMTICOEVTEC TOAMY GOANGLY Drepeivate Tadnudtov — We
have to wonder exactly what has transpired in these Jewish Christians’ lives. Apparently, they had become Christians
(pwtic0évteg = they were enlightened), and now it has been a while since that time. And in the “former days” (tag
npotepov Muép), they “endured a great struggle of sufferings” (toAAnv G6Anov vmepeivate todnudtmv). Was this
similar to what they are going through now? Was it persecution for their faith and belief in Jesus? It would seem so.
This also may be a clue to indicate that Paul is addressing Jewish Christians who were arrested or at least persecuted in
Jerusalem as a result of the incident of Stephen in Acts 6 and then scattered from there to other parts of the Roman
Empire, probably remaining where they went, but now requiring being set straight in their theology by Paul because of
the strong influence of unbelieving and persecuting Jews in their communities. Then, they experienced persecution
again, and it is so intense that they are seriously thinking of giving up their faith in Jesus and going back Moses and the
Mosaic Covenant only.

The point is that belief in Jesus will result in some kind and some level of suffering in this world and perhaps multiple
times that will come from unbelievers who are fundamentally hostile to God and unwilling to learn about Him and
submit to Him and the Bible. Jesus obviously experienced this kind of suffering on the cross, and so do his followers to
some degree during the course of their lives.

292 20%10 pEV OVEISIGNOIC TE KOl OAWeSLY "Oe0TpI{OUeVOL, TODTO 88 KOWVOVOL TV 0VTMC GVUGTPEPOUEVOV
yevnoévteg — When these Jewish Christians had first been exposed to the enlightening news of Jesus as the Messiah and
then embraced this information as true, they had experienced quite a bit of suffering from harsh treatment by their
Jewish community. They were “put to public shame with insults and tribulations” (totto pev dveildiopoic te ko
OMweotv "Beatpiiopevor) and “by becoming participants with those whose lives were turned upside down” (todto 8¢
KOVOVOL TOV 0VTOG AvooTpepopévov yevnBévteg). Again, what exactly happened to these people? Not sure, but
whatever it was, they suffered quite a bit, as Paul will go on to indicate in the next verse.

Obviously, now the resilience of their belief has decreased, so that they are seriously considering giving up their faith
in Jesus as the Messiah. Paul wants them to remember how well they had responded to the persecution at that earlier
time and to respond to the present situation with the same strength and endurance of belief.

293 ey YO TOIC TOEGUIOIG GVVETAONGOTE KO THY GPTAYNV TAV DTOPYOVIOV DUAV HETO XOPBC TPOCESEE0GHE
YWAOCKOVTEG EXELV "EQLTOVG KpeitTova VapEv T kol pévovoav — In the midst of the previous persecution that these
Christians endured at the beginning of their journey of authentic faith, they had things, their own personal possessions,
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taken from them (tnv apraynv t@v dYrapxdviov vudv) because of their faith, in addition to some of them being
imprisoned.

However, they let go of these things of this world “with joy” (ueta xapac) and “welcomed” (tpocedéEacoe) the
opportunity to suffer for their faith as Jesus had done so. Thus, they continued focusing on the fact that God had
promised them even more and better possessions (kpeittova Vrap&iv) so to speak in the eternal Kingdom of God,
which would remain and endure into eternity (xot pévovoav).

If they had already experienced such suffering and persevered in their belief through it, why not do so now also? Paul is
exhorting them to renew the steadfastness of their belief on the basis of all the good and paramount information about
Jesus’ role through his death that he has provided them in this letter, even if it means further suffering (and perhaps, the
loss of their lives, like Jesus). Amen.

This also is demonstrating how Christians can endure mistreatment for their faith from others initially, but then they
become tired and start thinking that going back to their old and unbelieving lifestyle would be better.

294 1M amoPdAnTE 0OV THY TOPpPNGIOY VUGV, TTIC XL ueydAnv mebomodociov — Paul here verifies that his Christian
readers have xa “great reward” (ueydinv pisbarodooiov) ahead of them in the eternal Kingdom of God. He writes of
it that it is literally “a great wage.” Speaking metaphorically, God will grant these Jewish Christians the “wage” of
eternal life in the Kingdom of God if they persevere in their belief in Jesus as the Messiah, instead of “throwing away
their bold confidence” (uf) &rwopdinte odv TMv mappnoicv dudv) by succumbing to the pressure of their Jewish
persecutors who want them to focus on only the Mosaic Covenant (cf. v. 36—10:36 Indeed, you have need of
perseverance (vrouovig), so that after you have done the desire of God (iva 10 6éAnua 100 6€0D ToOMGAVTES), you
will receive the promise.).

Clearly, the rest of the Bible teaches that sinful human beings cannot earn God’s mercy and eternal salvation, but Paul
uses a common business term, “wage,” to refer to the response of God to genuine inwardness and belief that He himself
has brought about through His grace (see for example Hebrews 11:6, Indeed, apart from belief, it is impossible to be
pleasing, because it is necessary for the one who comes to God to believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those
who seek Him.).

Therefore, Paul wants his Jewish readers to reflect on the confidence and courage that they can employ in approaching
Yahweh for His complete and eternal forgiveness, because this kind and level of confidence and courage gets “paid”
with eternal life. This would be in contrast to a complete lack of confidence in obtaining God’s mercy if a Jew relies on
only his sacrifices according to the Mosaic Covenant in the midst of his unchanged heart (cf. 9:13-10:4).

295 Hropoviic Yop Exete ypeloy v 10 BN TOD B0 TocovTEC KopuionoBe Thv émayyeriov — In the Abrahamic
Covenant of Genesis 12:1-3, God promises that the physical descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob will
become the most powerful nation in all human history and that they will receive the blessing of eternal life if they
appropriately mimic Abraham’s belief. In this way, receiving the fulfillment of there promises requires belief in the
alternative method of the high priest of the New Covenant and that perseveres until the end of one’s life. Paul wrote of
David’s doing this in 10:5-10.

This is “the desire of God” (10 8éAnua Tod Ogov) for inherently sinful human beings, i.e., that which He commands
them to “do” (rowoavteg) in order to obtain the eternal life that He has promised. Paul says that his readers will “come
into possession” (kopionc6e) of this “promise” (tnv érnaryyediov) as a result of the “perseverance” (vropoviig) of their
belief and doing God’s desire, which is what they “need” (§xete ypeiav).

See also David’s statement from Psalm 40:6-8 that Paul deals with in Hebrews 10:5-10, where he speaks of the same
thing, the “desire of God” that God Himself even produces within a rebellious human being and that produces genuine,
persevering belief in Him. Thus, persevering in what God desires by recognizing that He must provide an alternative
method for obtaining His eternal mercy outside of the Mosaic Covenant will result in obtaining the promise of the New
Covenant that God will forgive the Jews forever through Jesus’ advocacy.

296 11, °ydp PIKPOV. 0G0V 060V, 6 £pxSuevoc fgel kol ob ypovicer — Here, Paul quotes from two verses in Habukkuk
and from one verse in Isaiah to bolster his point that belief in the truth which God has presented, which now his readers
know includes Jesus as their crucified Son of God under the auspices of the New Covenant.

Habakkuk 2:3, For the vision is yet for the appointed time ('mm \ﬁﬂj Y 73) (5161 &n1 Spasig eig kapov); it

hastens toward the goal and it will not fail (2727 RHW '(P‘T‘ 7277 (ko dvatedel eig mépog Kol 0VK €lg KEVOV).
Though it tarries, wait for it (ﬁ'ﬂ@fj \FIFQUF_JO’.’DZ&) (¢av voteprion, vwouevov avtov); for that which is coming will
certainly come (N27 X2772) (611 €pxduevog figer). It will not delay (TN N3) (ke 0 piy gpovion).

Isaiah 26:20, Come, My people, enter into your rooms and close your doors behind you; hide for a little (237702722
"21) (GmoxpvPnoL PIKPOV 660V 660V) until indignation runs its course.

These are the only verses in the OT and the NT that contain the Greek phrase pukpov 6cov 6oov, which means “for a
little while,” and Paul conflates these two OT passages from Habakkuk and Isaiah. Habakkuk is standing watch until
the “vision” that God has shown him about the destruction of Judah by the Babylonians is fulfilled at its “appointed
time” around 600 B.C. Isaiah is encouraging the Israelites to wait “a little while” until God has punished the rebellious
Jews (within the world system?) and restores them to their land in shalom and peace. The point is that, at the final
judgment, God will “soon” (€11 °yap pkpov 6cov Goov) judge and destroy those who oppose Him and bring about His
promise of the “great nation” on the land of Israel and eternal life in the Kingdom of God for those who persevere in
believing Him for all His promises, including that of complete and eternal forgiveness within the New Covenant.
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Notice that the Septuagint uses the masculine participle épyduevog to refer to what is coming. I think that it is
interpreting Habakkuk in regard to the “appointed time” (koapov), not the “vision” per se, because this latter word,
Gpaoig, is feminine. It is the appointed time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians that is coming.
Therefore, it is appropriate to translate it as “that which is coming.” The same is true for Paul, that 0 épxduevog is not
referring to person, even to Jesus per se, but the the time of the judgment and Israel’s enemies and of the restoring of
the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel when Jesus returns. These together will definitely come!

Psalm 40:17, Since I am afflicted and needy, let the Lord be mindful of me. You are my help and my deliverer; do not
delay (ORDTON) (un xpoviong), O my God.

This is a psalm of David from which Paul quotes above in Hebrews 10:5-7.

297 6 8¢ dikondg ‘pov €k TioTENS' {ioeTon, Kol B0V DIOCTEIAMTOL, OVK EDOOKEL *1 Yo Mov: év awt® — Here, Paul
continues to bolster his point that authentic belief is that which importantly characterizes the person who stands to
acquire God’s ultimate promise of the millennial kingdom and the eternal Kingdom of God. This is what pleases
(ev80oxel) God at the core of His “existence” (1 yoyn pov). o

Habakkuk 2:4, Behold, as for the proud one, his existence is not right within him (12 /23 7w X? 1220 m37)
(Batv vwooTEIANTOL, OVK EVOOKEL 1) YX1 OV €V ordT@); but the righteous will live by his faith (7777 m;mx: PrIsD)
(6 8¢ dikonog €k TicTeEDG pov {noetan).”

The Septuagint is different in the first part of this verse, but the sense is still the same, that God will not accept the
proud person who rejects His truth. In addition, eternal life comes to those who live their lives on the basis of
persevering belief in God’s statements regarding what He is going to do—that He will punish those who rebel against
Him and bring eternal life to those who persevere in belief in Him.

Paul simply reverses the order of the Septuagint, encouraging his Jewish readers, who are wavering in their belief in
Jesus as the Messiah, to consider God’s justice and rejection of those who reject Him, as well as the fact that it is those
who persevere in belief in the truth as Paul has explained it in this letter who obtain life, i.e., eternal life, from God.

298 fueic 8¢ ovK EopEv VMOGTOATC ic AndAelov ALY TioTeng eig mepumoinoty yoyic — This verse is a good example
of the contrasting destinies of human beings. On the one hand, eternal destruction and no existence except a memory of
God for those who remain committed to unbelief and refuse to submit their existences to God. On the other hand,
eternal existence and life in the Kingdom of God for those who willingly submit to all the biblical truth they hear—
whether it is just the creation that speaks the existence and power of God or it is the gospel and all it is saying about
Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah, and high priest through his death and resurrection.

It takes great courage to be a believer in Yahweh and His truth, including, and perhaps most especially, the truth of
Jesus of Nazareth as the Jewish Messiah.

Thus, in this verse, Paul talks about two radically different kinds of people. The first are those who are timid in the
midst of persecution and draw back from the truth (Yroctolfig), while throwing away their confidence in Jesus as their
high priest, who intercedes before God on their behalf (10:35-36), especially after they have heard the good news of
him as their crucified and resurrected Messiah and apparently believed in it. Unfortunately, these incur God’s
condemnation and eternal destruction (gig dmdAelav).

The second are those of authentic belief in Jesus as their high priest (tictewc), whose eternal destiny is the preserving
of their existence (gig mepimoinov yuyxfc) through God’s resurrecting them from the dead and granting them eternal
moral perfection or continuing existence if they are alive when Jesus returns. To continue to believe biblical truth in the
midst of pain and suffering results in eternal mercy and salvation. Paul is confident that his readers and he will have the
courage, by God’s grace, to be in the latter category and obtain salvation and eternal existence.

Romans 9:22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction (eig ardAieiov)?

Philippians 3:19 whose end is destruction (ov 10 1éhog drdAei), whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in
their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing [being destroyed]
(&morropévoig), but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

2 Corinthians 2:15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing [being destroyed] (dmorlAvpévorg).

299 gotiv 8¢ mioTig EATILONEVOY OTOGTAGIC, TPOYLATMV' EAeyyog o PAemouévav — In this chapter and in the light of
Paul’s just mentioning the difficulties from their own Jewish kinsmen that his readers have faced as believers in Jesus
and the eternal importance of authentic belief, whether for Habakkuk’s listeners/readers or Paul’s, he states and then
demonstrates through the example of OT believers, who went through hard times and tests of their faith and belief, that
the response of belief (as the umbrella over a life that has been sanctified or set apart by God) to truth, such as that
which he has just provided his readers about Jesus as high priest in comparison to the Levitical priests of the Mosaic
Covenant, is what qualifies a sinful human being to have God bear witness that he is forgiven and will be granted the
“reward” of eternal life.

Thus, this statement in verse 1 is to the effect that belief in biblically presented truth, especially that of the suffering
Messiah, as the proper subjectivity of a needy sinful person is both the guarantee of eternal life that the person is
eagerly expecting as well as the proof that he really will obtain it, even though no one in the present realm can see the
eternal realm yet.
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vrdotaolg = substantial nature, essence, actual being, reality, realization, plan, project, undertaking, endeavor,
situation, condition, guarantee, title deed in BDAG. In Hebrews 1:3, Jesus is the representation/stamp of God’s
vréotooig, which I have translated as “identity,” i.e., that Jesus as a morally perfect human being with a unique role
within history as the Messiah represents God exactly with whatever he says and does—to the extent that a human being
can do so. Here in Hebrews 11:1, Paul is making the point that belief is the “likeness,” representation, and guarantee of
what all true believers hope for, which is God’s promise of eternal life that begins with the first resurrection at Jesus’
return and he establishes the millennial kingdom on the land of Israel and the rest of the earth.

Thus, belief is the obvious “stamp” of God’s promise. Belief that exists in a concrete human being is the substantial
likeness in the created reality of the concrete promises that exist in the mind of God and which He will fulfill on behalf
of those who exercise concrete, authentic belief in Him. As a result, belief as something substantial in the creation
becomes the “guarantee” of life for sinners in the next ages, because certainly God cannot go back on His promises that
require the condition of authentic belief.

&\eyyog = proof, proving, accusation, reproof, censure, correction in BDAG. Subjectively, belief is the concrete,
contemporary proof and evidence of the invisible reality of eternal life, i.e., the things that matter and that really matter,
that God will bring about in the future, when He deems it proper to do so and that He currently holds as a promise in
His transcendent mind, so that He will definitely fulfill His promise(s).

Hebrews 10:1 For the Covenant, because it contains a shadow (cxitv) of the future, good things, not a veritable
image of the things that matter (ovk avtnv TNV gixdva T1@v Tpaypdrtov), is never able, for all time, by the same
kind of sacrifices which they offer year after year (xot” éviavtov), to bring to their goal (tehei®@ocon) those who
draw near (to0g TpoGEPYOREVOVG).

300 ¢y rrodTn Yo énaptopriencov ol mpesPvtepol — Paul uses the passive voice éuaptopioncov, which means that the
men of old (o1 mpecPitepor) had witness borne to them that they were pleasing to God and had qualified to obtain the
fulfillment of His promises when He decided to bring them about in the future.

Consequently, in all the following Old Testament examples, everything good that people did was ultimately a result of
their authentic belief in God, so that belief with its related activities (that are not necessarily religious, e.g., not outward
and ritual obedience to the Mosaic Covenant) was what truly pleased God—even in the midst of their being sinners in
need of eternal mercy.

In some of the examples, Paul mentions that God bore witness to, i.e., communicated to, the Old Testament believers
that He approved of their authentic belief.

For example, Hebrews 11:4 With belief, Abel offered a better sacrifice to God than Cain, in view of which it was borne
witness (éuaptop1idn) that he was justified as God bore witness (poptvpodvrtog) on the basis of his offerings, and
through it he still speaks, even though he has died.

301 ricTel voobuey KATNPTIGOL TOVS CAVOC PHULOTL BE0D, E1 TO W) €K POLVOEV®Y TO PAETOUEVOV® YeyOVEVaL —
Because Paul lists many Old Testament people who authentically believed in God and had witness borne to them that
this is what athey doing, it makes sense to interpret the “we” here as Paul, his readers, and, by implication, any other
authentic believer in either Old Testament or New Testament times.

He is saying that, from the standpoint of the object of belief, it begins by believing that God has brought all of the
created reality into existence, so that belief in everything else God is and does merely follows from this because the
events of the creation are a story that God is telling, so that He then responds to such belief by granting eternal life to
those who have a genuine form of it (cf. Hebrews 11:6).

Notice the words “the ages” (tovg aidvag), i.e., history, indeed all events in history as that which God has created,
does create, and will create.

Paul said the same thing in Hebrews 1:1 God, after He spoke to the fathers long ago by means of the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, 1:2 in the last of these days, has spoken to us by means of the Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, in view of whom He also made the ages (8t 00 °xai émoincev 100¢ GiOVOC), ...

John 1:3 All things came [come?] into being through it (the logos/story of God), and apart from it (the story of God)
not one thing which has come into being has come [comes?] into being.

Everything that exists other than God has come and does come into existence out of “things,” so to speak, that are not
“visible,” i.e., God and His mental process of composing this story of the history of the creation whereby He then used
the “speaking” of things into existence to create the story of which we are a part (cf. Genesis 1). God has created and
continues to create everything ex nihilo, literally out of nothing. And “the ages” will go on into eternity for authentic
believers as exactly as God has planned them from before the beginning of the creation.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the logos/plan/story, and the logos/plan/story was with God, and God was the author of
the logos/plan/story.

Also, Paul says in 1 Timothy 1:17, Now to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
into the ages of ages (gig toVg aidvag TGV aidvov). Amen.

Also 2 Timothy 4:18, The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and will save me into his kingdom from heaven.
To Him be the glory into the ages of ages (eig T10Vg ai@®vag T@V aidveov). Amen.

302 rictel Thelova Bvoiav “APed mapd Kdiv mpoorveykev Bt Bed, 8t ng Euoptupnon eivat dikotog, LoptupodvTog
€M1 101G DPOlg ‘odTOD TOD B£0D’, Kol 81 avThg Grodavav Tt "Aadel — Again, Paul uses the passive voice
guoptopnOn to say that “it was borne witness” to Abel that he was justified, i.e., he had gained a standing before God
such that he was forgiven and accepted so that he would eventually obtain eternal life.
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Genesis 4:3-5, 3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to Yahweh of the fruit of the
ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And Yahweh had regard
for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his
countenance fell.

Paul is referring to the above passage in Genesis, that God somehow demonstrated to Abel that He approved of his
offering, which must have been because of his authentic inwardness, i.¢., his belief, not because he brought a better and
blood sacrifice than Cain. Nevertheless, Abel did bring the “firstlings,” i.e, the best of his flock, while Cain offered
anything of what he grew just by grabbing it. He was not appropriately thoughtful in bringing the best to God. Thus,
Cain lacked authentic belief that can result in actions that are themselves better than those emanating from unbelief.
Otherwise, God would have accepted Cain’s agricultural offering, too.

Also here, Paul uses the active voice participle paptvpodvrog in a genitive absolute, meaning that God bore witness to
Abel on the basis of his offerings. God responded positively to Abel’s offerings because he had a changed heart and
true inwardness that included authentic belief. This is why Genesis 4:4b says, “And Yahweh had regard (71177 hoivky)
for Abel and for his offering.” The Septuagint translates this part of v. 4, xai éneidev (looked upon) 6 0edg mi APel
KoL €l Toig 8mpoig ovTov.”

Thus, Abel’s sacrifice was not “better” (rieiova) because it itself inherently affected God, as if Jesus’ “body” as his
sacrifice was inherently better than any “body” of a bull or goat. It was better because of Abel’s inward condition,
similar to how Jesus’ sacrifice as better because his morally perfect being, action, and role of dying in order to
intercede on behalf of sinners at the judgment. He obeyed God inwardly and outwardly. Abel did, too. Cain kind of
obeyed God only outwardly.

Certainly, Paul’s intent is for his readers to find encouragement in these stories of Old Testament believers in order that
they, too, persevere in their authentic belief in Jesus as the Messiah from a position of changed inwardness.

303 rictel ‘Evoy petetédn tod un idelv 8dvatov, Kol oy NUpioketo S10TL uetédnkev adtov 6 0edc. TpO yop THC
petafécens T pepoptipnTol evapesTnkEval T@ 0e®d — Again, Paul uses the passive voice pepaptipntot , so that “it
had been borne witness” to Enoch that, like Abel (assuming that the condition is always the same—inner change of the
heart), his inwardness and belief were authentic, so that God was pleased with him and would grant him eternal life.
Genesis 5:24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not (ﬂi;’m) (ko 00y Mopioketo), for God took/removed him
(@178 R HEI?";) (871 peTébmrey adTOV 6 BESQ).

The point in Genesis 5:24 is that Enoch was a man who “walked with God,” i.e., he believed God for who He is, at the
very least that He is the creator of all reality, and because of his biblical subjectivity, he somehow God communicated
to him, so that he gained the confidence that he was pleasing to God. This is to say that God somehow made it clear to
Enoch that he was not only pleasing to Him but also fully justified because of his genuine belief. And then God
removed him from his existence on the earth. To where? And how? We do not know.

304 ywpic 8¢ TioTeMg GdVVOLTOV EVOPESTHOOL TIGTEDSONL YOp SeL TOV TPOGEPYOUEVOV °Td Bed GTL £6TLV KON TOIC
réxlntodov avtov ueboroddtng yivetor — Paul uses business terminology in order to communicate this idea.
Hebrews 10:35 Therefore, do not throw away your bold confidence that has a great reward (thv Tappnoiov dpudV fitig
€xel LEYGANV piobarodociov).

Thus, God is a “rewarder” (wio8ano0ddtng), literally one who pays wages, of the sinful human being, who is
characterized by authentic, biblical belief that stems from his changed inwardness and results in his “seeking Him”
(toig "ék{ntovowv avtov). These are the sinful human beings who genuinely want to know God, understand God, learn
from God about how to live life wisely, and who truly pursue doing so.

Nevertheless, human beings do not earn God’s “reward.” He grants it to them by His grace on the basis of their proper
inwardness that He has created and manifests itself in true belief in all that God says about Himself through the creation
and through the biblical message in the midst of life’s circumstances. This would be whereby a person grasps as much
as he can about God and becomes committed to acting in a manner that is in line with his belief in God. As a result, this
kind of belief is essential as that which God has required for obtaining His promise of eternal life.

Paul is making this point in the light of the truth of Jesus as his readers’ high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek which he has presented to them in this letter.

305 rictel xpnuoticteic Nde mept TV undéro Premopévav, edAopndelc KaTeckedocey KIPOTOV E1C GOTNPIOY TOD
01KoV DTOD 81 NG KOTEKPIVEV TOV KOGUOV, KO THG KOTO TioTV Sikatocvvng eyéveto kAnpovopog — Noah is a great
example of someone who believed God for future events that could not be seen with his physical eyes (rwept 1@V
undérm prerouévav)—the flood in comparison to eternal life to which Paul refers in 11:1. Therefore, he took to heart
what God said about the coming flood and acted on the basis of his belief that God would follow through on His plan to
destroy the rest of mankind with a flood, even though his actions of building an ark would have been scorned by his
contemporaries because of the otherwise complete lack of “scientific” evidence to the effect that the flood would take
place (evAafnoeic KotecKeVOOEV KIPOTOV €15 CMOTNPICLY TOD 0IKOV 0VTOD).

As aresult of his genuine belief and acting on his belief, he “condemned the world and became an heir of dikaiosunay
according to belief” (xatékpivev T0v kdopov, Kol THig KOt TioTIV Sikatocvvng eyéveto kAnpovopog). In other words,
he taught the rest of the people in the world (at least in his area of it, and now through the story in the Bible) about God
and confirmed his own standing before Him of eventually acquiring eternal life. The result can be, of course, that
people now who imitate Noah’s belief also become heirs of justification, so that they will obtain completely and eternal
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forgiveness and life through Jesus the Messiah. And, also, our belief and moral pursuits in obedience to God condemn
the world similar to what Noah did, because the world should acknowledge and imitate our belief, too.

Thus, taking to heart what God says and then acting on it, as Noah did, are essential characteristics of authentic belief.
2 Corinthians 2:14 Yet, thanks be to God who always leads us in His victory parade in the Messiah, and who manifests
the aroma of the knowledge of him through us in every place, 2:15 because we are a fragrance of the Messiah for God
among those who are being saved and among those who are being destroyed— 2:16 to the ones an aroma from death to
death, and to the others an aroma from life to life.

1 Peter 3:19 On the basis of this [Noah’s building the ark] He also went and announced to the spirits in prison, 3:20
who were disobedient back then when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
built, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were rescued in the midst of the water.

Genesis 6:9, Noah was a righteous man (P"-[E w’*x), blameless in his time (T'D'T'l:;‘. 177 0%70); Noah walked with
God (Nwe dvopwmrog dikaiog, T€Aelog AV €v 11 yeveq avtod Td 0@ evnpéotnoev Noe (as the Septuagint translates
the Hebrew)).

Noah was a dikiaios man, accepted by God in his generation and who stood to be forgiven eternally by Him. Noah was
pleasing to God and on the basis of his belief and inwardness and, thus, would inherit eternal life (cf. Hebrews 11:6).
Therefore, to “walk with God” is to live one’s life in a manner, both internally and externally, that is pleasing to God
(t® 0ed gvnpéotnoev). And the result is that God forgives the person on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice, death, and role as
Messiah and high priest.

306 rictel T kalovpevog ‘APpadi dTKovceV EEEABETV €ig T TOmOV OV THuelhev AapuPaverv eig kKAnpovopicy, Kol
£EMAOeV un Emiotdpevog Tod Epyxeton — With his genuine belief, Abraham obeyed God’s command (kadovpevog) to
leave the familiarity of Ur of the Chaldees (in southern Iraq) and travel to the unknown land of Canaan

(um émotduevog mod épxetan). He had never been there before, but he knew he could trust God for his journey and for
getting him there safely.

Paul focuses on this land as Abraham’s future “inheritance” instead of on the blessing of eternal life. The former was
God’s first promise to Abraham, while the latter was His second promise to him, both of which He mentioned in the
Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12:1-3. Paul will continue to focus on this land and its accompanying promise of
God’s making Abraham’s physical descendants a “great nation” on it throughout the rest of chapter 11.

Thus, obedience to God by means of His grace and through authentic belief, to the extent that sinners can obey God in
being willing to leave behind their own plans for their lives and submit to God’s, is an essential characteristic of
authentic belief and true inwardness.

Genesis 12:1-4a, Now Yahweh said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your
father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse. and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” So Abram went forth as Yahweh had spoken to him...
307 rictel TopdKNoEY €1C YRV TS emaryyedog dg dALoTpicy ev okmvalg katotkioag petd Toodk kot Tokop tdv
SVYKANPovOou®V Thg enayyeliog g avtiig — God promised the land of Canaan to Abraham and his physical
descendants in Genesis 12:1-3 and that they would eventually become a “great nation” on it. But Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob were willing to live as those who did not yet possess the land and were not yet the most powerful nation in
human history—until the time when God would fulfill His promise, even if they died before they possessed the land
and became great (cf. v. 13). They believed that it was not necessary to grab the land and become great as soon as they
arrived but to be granted the land and their authority by God according to His sovereign plan.

As aresult, Abraham “lived as a stranger on the land of promise” (rapgdxnoev gig yfv t1ig enayyeriog). He was a
stranger or foreigner on his own land that was currently being inhabited by indigenous people who would themselves
become foreigners on the land if they continued to live on it. Plus, Abraham lived in temporary dwellings, i.e., “in
tents” (ev oknvoug), and this living situation continued into the next two generataions of Isaac his son and Jacob his
grandson. Thus, for three generations, until Jacob and his sons moved to Egypt during the famine, the people to whom
God gave the land did not really possess it all.

This shows that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were quite content to wait for God to bring about what He had told them
that He would do, thereby existing in conditions that were much less than those which would be true for Abraham’s
descendants who would experience the fulfillment of His promise to him.

Waiting for God to finish what He has said that He is going to do is not easy, but it is necessary as part of what it means
to have genuine belief.

308 ¢Eedéxeto yap TV TODE Beperiong Exovoov oMV fig TEXVITNG Kol dnuiovpydg 6 Bedc — Even though Abraham was
living in the “land of promise,” the land of Canaan, he felt like a stranger because, ultimately, he was waiting, in the
midst of less than ideal circumstances, for what God had promised in the future—the land’s belonging to him and his
people when God would deem it the right time at some point in the future. Eventually, God would provide the city-state
(réMv) on the land by which Abraham and his descendants would exercise authority and governance over it. This we
now know through the rest of the Bible is when Jesus returns to set up his millennial kingdom with its capital in
Jerusalem (cf. Revelation 20).

In this case, “foundations” (pl.) (tovg Oeperiovg) refer to God’s establishing this city with its city-state. It will be a city
that is the capital of a state, a union, and a nation that will be the fulfillment of God’s promise to make the Jews the
most powerful people and nation in human history. It will have such divinely produced “foundations” that it cannot be
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destroyed by man, because God will build it, establish it, and maintain its existence according to His sovereign plan and
by His omnipotence (g texvitng xai dnuiovpyodg 6 8edc). He will be the demiurge (=people-worker so to speak) of the
city and its state and nation.

Also, it makes sense to interpret this city as the earthly city and city-state of the millennial kingdom on the land of
Canaan/Israel, rather than the city of the new heavens and earth of Revelation 21, because the former is more coherent
with Paul’s use of “land of promise” and the patriarchs’ “dwelling in tents” in the previous verse and Abraham’s “goint
out to a place which he was later to receive as an inheritance.”. The point that Paul wants to make in this whole chapter
is that the Old Testament Jews (along with a few Gentiles who understood OT history and God’s promises) were
waiting for God’s fulfillment to them specifically of living on the land of Israel safely and securely, along with the
importance of authentic belief in what God was saying. This fits well with the rest of the letter regarding Jesus as the
sacrificed Messiah for Jews in connection also with the Mosaic Covenant for the Jews, to whom God made the promise
of land and being a “great nation.”

309 rictel kol ‘vt Zdppa oTeipa’ SVvav el kaTtofoAy omépuotog ELaPev T Kol Tapd kKoupov NAKiog T, Emel
TL6TOV NyNoato Tov énayyeldduevov — Sarah’s story is important in this context as the first woman to bear the
physical descendants (“building of seed” — eig xatafoinv onéppatog) of Abraham to whom God promised the land of
Canaan/Israel as their inheritance of the millennial and restored kingdom of Israel.

Thus, barren Sarah (Zdppo oteipa), who was also past the normal age to bear children (ko Tapd kopov Hikiog),
also had authentic belief in God and His promise to provide them with a child and descendants beyond him (ristov
Nynoato Tov Erayyelhduevov), in spite of her behavior that we can read about in the Genesis account and that could
lead us to conclude otherwise about her belief. He behavior only shows that believers are sinners too and can do things
that do not look very believing at all.

310 510 ko G’ £vOg TEYEVVIONGOV KOl TODTOL VEVEKPOUEVOD, KOOMOS TG GGTPOL TOD 0VDPAVOD TA TANOEL KoL O T
Gupog ™n Toapd 10 xeIhog) Thg Baddoong N &vapibuntog — “These” (tadta) are not just Isaac and Jacob but the
innumerable, so to speak, physical descendants of Abraham who would eventually inherit the land of Canaan/Israel
along with their status and position as the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3. Even though Abraham and Sarah were
beyond the age of childbearing (Abraham was “as good as dead” in his ability to father a child (vevexpopévov)), and
Sarah was basically barren in addition, God fulfilled His promise to them and will continue to do so into the future—
which is why I translate the aorist éyevvioncav with the present tense “are born.” It is an ongoing process of God to
bring Jews into existence so that eventually there will be the “great nation” of them on the land of Israel under Jesus’
rule.

Genesis 22:17, Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as
the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.

Like the fulfillment of the promise to make of Abraham and his descendants a “great nation,” the fulfillment of the
promise that he would even have descendants occurred by means of a miracle. Plus, Paul is implying that the existence
of such a vast number of Jewish descendants has been, is, and will be a miracle, especially when we consider how
many of them have died as a result of God’s disciplining them for their disobedience to Him.

And, again, waiting with firm and persevering belief for God to produce the miracle is a vital characteristic of people
who ultimately inherit the millennial kingdom and the eternal earth beyond it.

3 eqtd wioTv AméBavov ovTol TEVTES, U "AaBOVTE TOG emayyehiag GALG TOPPOOEY GDTOC 186VTEC KoLl
AOTOGAUEVOL KO OMOAOYHoOVTEG OTL EEVOl KOl Tapemidnuol ewowv eml Thg YAg — Here eml tfig yg is better translated
“on the land” instead of “on the earth,” because the context is still the promises (tag erayyeriog) of the “great nation”
of Israel on the land of Canaan/Israel. They saw and “greeted” the fulfillment of the promises only from afar (x6ppwbev
ovtag 180vteg Kol domaocduevor). And they were but “strangers and refugees on the land” (€€évor kol mapenidnuot
€161V eml TAG YNG).

But is this really the life of belief, not receiving (un "Aafévteg) what God has promised until later when God wants to
fulfill His promises? Yes, indeed. Thus, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob (and the numerous ones after them who
lived on the land but were never the “great nation” as defined by God in the OT passages where He exhorts the
Jews/Israelites to believe Him as an entire group of people) were willing to wait until the land of Canaan became God’s
fullblown existential gift to them—even after their own deaths if necessary (when they will be resurrected along with
all other believers who have died to meet Jesus at his return to set up his millennial kingdom on the land.

This is true even of the modern state of Israel, because they are not meeting the condition of all having changed hearts
that God requires for them to be the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3. The land of Israel is theirs in promise, but it will
not be fully theirs until Jesus returns and God changes the hearts of all the living Jews, so that they then live in
appropriate subjection to him as their Messiah, king, and high priest.

312 o1 youp TorrdTar Aéyovieg epgovifovov 8t1 matpida "émiintodow — Here the context points to “homeland”
(rotpidar) as meaning the land of Israel with the Jews living on it as the great nation. By dwelling on the land of
Canaan without grabbing for it, the patriarchs exhibited they were homesick for the land of Canaan as it would be
granted them and their descendants by God in the future—during the millennial kingdom (to the extent that they had
any details, which were not many, of this kingdom). And by living “with belief,” they were “saying such things”
(towdtar Aéyovteg) to the effect that they were waiting for God to bring about the fulfillment of His promise. As a
result, they were “making it clear that they were seeking a homeland” (epgoavifovov 611 Tatpida "Emiintodowv) that
would appear in the future in God’s own time, while they waited, and waited, and waited.
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People who are willing to live out their present, earthly existence without ever receiving the ultimate promise of God
eternal life in their “homeland” of the earthly kingdom of Jesus first and then the new earthly kingdom of Jesus second,
demonstrate their authentic belief. In the midst of less than ideal and less enjoyable circumstances than they will
experience in the future, they are willing to wait for a place that they can truly call home, where they do not feel like
strangers and foreigners, i.e., a permanent and eternal place to live that is truly theirs and is completely safe and
secure—by God’s grace.

313 ko el pgv éxetvng "éuvnudvevov &g’ Mg "EEEPNcaY, elyov dv kopov avakduyor — Still referring to land and lands
on this earth and not to the eternal earth of Revelation 21, Paul’s point here is to say that even Abraham, Sarah, Isaac,
and Jacob (along with future believing Jews who understood what God was promising as the “great nation” of Israel)
were expectantly waiting for the earthly great nation on the land of Canaan. “If they were thinking of that homeland
from which they left” (el pév éxeivng "guvnudvevov & Mg "é¢éBnoa), they could have gone back to Ur or Haran (giyov
v koupov avokauyol = they would have opportunity to return). Those places were relatively safe and secure for
Abraham and sufficed as places where they could live and survive relatively well. But they were willing to wait for
God to grant them in its completeness a homeland on the land of Canaan—with their Davidic king ruling over them and
providing them with forgiveness from God by means of his interceding for them (as David later discovered was going
to be the case). And this even if they had to die first. It will be an eternal existence of sorts, but it begins with God’s
establishing their homeland for them on the land of Israel, and then they transition to the eternal earth of Revelation 21-
22. For this they wait in the midst of their current homesickness as “strangers and refugees on the land” (§€vot kot
nopenidnuoi glow ent Thg Yhig — v. 13).

This is at least part of the emotional and psychological perspective that all Christians should adopt as they eagerly
await the future Kingdom of God in the midst of less than satisfying and enjoyable circumstances in the present realm.
314 yhv 8¢ kpeittovog dpéyoviat, 1007 EoTiv emovpoviov — It makes more sense in the context to interpret emovpaviov
as “from heaven” instead of “heavenly.” Paul is not talking about the patriarchs’ desiring a better “homeland”
(ratpida) from v. 14 that comes “from heaven,” not that is “in heaven.” This is because Paul is still talking about the
patriarchs (and future Jews living on the land of Canaan/Israel) and their looking forward to God’s promise of making
their descendants a “great nation” in the present realm on the land of Israel. Thus, this phrase “from heaven”
(emovpaviov) is synonymous with the city’s having “foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (tnv Tobg
Oepediong &xovoov oMV Mg TeXVITNG Kl dnuiovpyodg 6 8edc) in v. 10. The “homeland” comes from God, which is to
say, “from heaven (erovpaviov).”

Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob (and others), with their limited knowledge, grasped the significance and
magnificience of a city-state, etc. on the land of Canaan which God would miraculously provide at some time in the
future. The fact that it is “from heaven” (erovpaviov) means that the very source of this homeland/city is heaven in that
it will be the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham as starting the blessing of eternal life and the eternal Kingdom
of God when Jesus returns. And it will be so much better (kpeittovoc) a “homeland” (ratpic) than the patriarchs’ (and
future Jews”) present situation on the land as well as so much better than if they were to return to the “homeland” of Ur
in modern-day southern Iraq, or even to try to establish it themselves (as the Zionists have been attempting to do since
the 19" century).

Thus, the “now” (vov) includes the time period of the apostle Paul when the Jews are living under the authority of the
Romans. By extrapolation, it will include the modern time period for Jews of authentic belief until Jesus’ return.

315 510 0k Emanoyvveton adTog 6 Bedg BEOC EMIKOAEIGOOL DTV NTOlLOGEY Yop avtolg oA — It is understanding
the value of the future fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham with a humble desire for it demonstrated by feeling as
though one is a stranger on the land of Canaan, as it did exist and as it exists even now with the modern state of Israel
in place, to which God responds with granted inwardly changed Jews (and Gentiles) to participate in this future set of
circumstances. Therefore, a willingness to go through all of life in the present realm without receiving what God has
ultimately promised, the millennial kingdom as the first part of eternal life and moral perfection (complete and
substantial change in our moral condition) which will begin for resurrected and lifted from the earth believers at Jesus’
second coming, while never feeling completely settled and secure in this world and yet enjoying whatever elements
God grants us to enjoy and weathering whatever hardships God grants us to endure, is an essential characteristic of
authentic belief.

In this way, Abraham and his descendants are God’s people, and He is their God, such that He is not ashamed to be
their God (0vk émaoyvveron avtovg 6 Be0g). He is glad to “be called their God” (6eog emikadreicbaor avt@dv). And
“He has prepared a city-state for them” (Ntoipacev yap avtolg méiv) in the future which will be the “great nation” of
Israel.

Consequently, it will be when the entire nation of Israel is made up of changed of heart and committed believers in God
when Jesus returns that this will all find its final fulfillment. Therefore, this “city-state” is not the “new Jerusalem,” i.e.,
the eternal earth, of Revelation 21-22, which is the new creation that comes into existence after the millennial kingdom
of Revelation 20. Instead, it is the city-state of the millennial kingdom when Jesus sets up his capital in the present
Jerusalem on his return, restores the Kingdom of Israel, and rules over the entire earth with his fellow Jews (and the
resurrected and raptured Jews and Gentiles at his return).

The city-state is “prepared” (froipacev) in that it exists in God’s mind and plans and purposes. Therefore, nothing will
prevent it from actually coming into existence when Jesus returns, exactly because God has planned it.
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316 rictel Tpoceviivoxev “APpadiy Tov Toodk TelpaldUevos KoL TOV LOVOYEVT TPOGEPEPEY O TOG Emaryyehiag

avadegduevog — Speaking of the people to whom God has made these earthly promises to Abraham, Isaac is the next
generation. Yet, God tested Abraham in regard to him (tov Toadak mepalduevog), just as He had done in regard to the
land by having him live on it as a stranger and foreigner without ever fully taking possessin of it.

Isaac, not Ishmael, was the “unique” son (tov povoyevi) through whom God promised to give Abraham descendants
within the Abrahamic Covenant. Therefore, if Isaac died, the promise would seemingly die with him, as implied by the
parenthetical quote from Genesis 21:12 in the next verse, Hebrews 11:18. Nevertheless, Abraham was willing to
believe God for His promise of physical descendants through Isaac and risk losing the promise by killing Isaac, because
he knew that God is trustworthy and that he would not lose the promise. Therefore, he “offered up Isaac”
(rpocevivoxev “ABpadp 10v Toadk), while he, Abraham, was “the one who had received the promises” (6 tag
EmayyeMog GvodeEauevoc).

This indicates that God’s promises do not come except through situations which “test” those who will receive the
promises, in order to evaluate the authenticity of their belief. Do they truly believe that God will remain faithful to His
promises, or not? The answer must be, “Yes,” in order for them to receive the fulfillment of these promises—such as
the “great nation” of Israel and eternal life, the two promises of the Abrahamic Covenant. Therefore, we should not be
surprised by pain and suffering that comes into our lives, and we must not think ill or less of ourselves when we are
experiencing an inordinate amount of pain and really struggling to believe God for His faithfulness and promises. This
is simply the loving God at work in our hearts and minds and experiences to direct us towards Him to rely on Him
alone for our existences.

Also, in this situation, in comparison to Exodus 32, it is very similar in that God is commanding Abraham to bring an
end to the life of his son, while Moses is being invited to believe God for the promises which He had made in the past,
to use the entire nation of Israel, including the tribe of Judah which would be wiped out, to bless them and the rest of
the world. In both cases, the person or persons through whom the promises must come are at risk of being eliminated
and unable to play their necessary part in the fulfillment of the promises. And because God is the truthful and faithful
God, we know that somehow God will still produce the fulfillment of His promises when it looks from a human
standpoint that it will be impossible for Him to do so.

In the case of Isaac, God could resurrect him from the dead so that he grows up, gets married, and has children
(specifically Jacob), so that more descendants could come from his children. In the case of all the other Israelites, God
could resurrect all of them after He kills them, or He could change His mind and not put them to death. We know from
the story in Exodus 32 that the latter is what He did (at the request of Moses) to keep the promise alive. And we need to
keep in mind that pain, suffering, and even death are not barriers or obstacles to the transcendent Creator and His
ability to fulfill His plans and purposes. Manipulating created reality as He desires is very easy for Him to do. In fact, it
is what He is doing at every moment the creation exists.

317 mpog v ELadion 611 év Toodk kKAnOHoeTol 6ol omépua —

Genesis 21:12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells
you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named (I}, ‘[5 NP Pfj$1; "2) (611 év ook
KAnonoetol ool omépua).”

Paul quotes the last part of the verse above exactly from the Septuagint. When Sarah has banished Hagar and Ishmael
from the family because she saw Ishmael mocking Isaac, Abraham becomes distressed because he does not want to
treat his son Ishmael in this way. But God assures him that Ishmael’s descendants will become a nation, too, meaning
that he will grow up, get married, and have children who will have children and descendants of their own. And God
also says that the promises to Abraham are going to come through Isaac and not through Ishmael when He states as
above, “In Isaac your seed [descendants] will be called/named.”

In other words, God has already promised, guaranteed, and assured Abraham that [saac will produce at least one child,
who will continue the promise of his descendants’ eventually becoming the most powerful nation in all human history.
Thus, Abraham has God’s word that this is true while he is also being tested by offering him up to God by being in the
process of killing him on the altar of sacrifice.

318 Loyiodpuevog 811 Kol £k vekp@v TEyeipely "uvortdg 6 Bedc, 60V adTOV Kol &v mapaBolij Ekopicato — Abraham
knew who God is, that death cannot prevent Him from fulfilling His plans, because He has the power to raise people
from the dead (¢x vekpdv "€yeipeiv "dvvatog) if it is someone (like Jesus) who plays a very important (or not so
important) role in human history. God could have raised Isaac from the dead, just as He had brought Isaac into
existence. These creative activities are very simple and easy for the transcendent author of the story of reality, the same
way that Charles Dickens could cause any event he wants to occur in his novels.

As a result of his understanding of God, Paul says that Abraham received Isaac from the altar of sacrifice as if God had
raised him from the dead. This is the parable or analogy (¢v mapapoArii) that God produced in Abraham’s life—like or
similar to the very resurrection which he expected would have to be the case if he truly did kill Isaac. The parable was
for Abraham, not for the readers, as if this paragraph is pointing to the resurrection of Jesus as the Messiah. God
wanted him to grasp who He is as the transcendent Creator and even how He can command one thing and then change
His mind and command another, in order to enhance His story and make it tell that much more about Him and His
character and plans.

Remarkably, this is how much Abraham believed that God is faithful to His promises. Thus, believing God for His
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promises when circumstances appear humanly impossible (for example, when one thinks that his belief is going to be
crushed by very, very difficult circumstances) is an essential characteristic of authentic belief.

319 riotel °xoll mept ueAéviov evhdynoev Toadk 1ov Taxdp kot 1ov Hood — Isaac passed down to his sons the
promises of God, even though he was tricked into blessing Jacob and not Esau. But he believed these promises. Thus,
his doing the right thing in the midst of others’ doing the wrong thing, so that he did the “wrong” thing, did not change
the eternal value of his authentic inwardness. And if was entirely in accord with God’s eternal plans. Isaac’s belief in
the midst of doing the “wrong” thing included an authentic desire for what God had promised to Abraham of a land and
a great nation, which Isaac had not yet seen happen and would not see happen, even though God had promised him
exactly the same thing. And now he was going to die.

Thus, these “things to come” refer to the earthly promise of land and great nation, not to eternal life per se.

And God had already determined that Jacob would inherit the blessing as He had said to Rebekah in Genesis 25:23e,
“The older will serve the younger (Genesis 25:23).”

Genesis 26:2 Yahweh appeared to him [Isaac] and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell
you. 26:3 Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all
these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 26:4 I will multiply your descendants
as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the
carth shall be blessed; 26:5 because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and
My laws.”

320 rictel Toaxmp Gmodvickov £koctov TV VidV Toone edAOYNGEY KAl TPOGEKHVNGEY €L TO GKpOV THC PGPSO
ovtod — In a condition of very old age near his death, Jacob believed God for not only eternal life but also the
fulfillment of his promises to Abraham’s physical descendants, including His making them a “great nation.” Thus, he
“blessed each of the sons of Joseph” (§xactov 1@V VIV Toone evAdynoev), who were half Jewish through their
having an Egyptian mother, in order to state explicitly that he was incorporating them into his family and descendants
of Abraham through Isaac and himself.

Genesis 35:9 Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him [Jacob]. 35:10
God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; you shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” Thus He
called him Israel. 35:11 God also said to him, “I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of
nations shall come from you, and kings shall come forth from you. 35:12 The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac,
I will give it to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after you.”

Genesis 47:31b, Then Israel bowed in worship at the head of the bed.

The Hebrew of the verse above reads, 2RI YRT™OU I?&jU’ AL = and Israel worshiped at the head of the bed.
The Septuagint reads, kol ntposexvvnoev [opoank €nt 10 dikpov Tiig papdov avtod = and Israel worshiped on the top
of his staff.

Paul uses the same wording as in the Septuagint, but pafdog can mean scepter and, therefore, be used as a metonymy
for the people over whom someone rules or whom he leads. And the Hebrew {272 can also as in Joshua 7:1. In

addition, dikpov can mean extreme limit or extent, and &N can also. Thus, Jacob is thinking about believing all that
God has promised of his own tribe, the nation of Israel, which will include the extreme limit of their possessing and
ruling over the land of Canaan as a great nation. It makes more sense that Paul is saying that it is for this that he is
worshiping God as he charges Joseph with the responsibility to bury him in the land of Canaan and not in Egypt. He is
looking to the future, even after he dies, for God’s fulfilling His promises to his tribe, so that he wants to rise from the
dead so to speak from the land which God has promised to them and where He will establish the city-state of the “great
nation” of Israel according to Genesis 12:1-3. Plus, in Genesis 35:11ff., God does say that He “will give the land to
[Jacob’s] descendants after [him].”

21 rictel Toong Televt®V TEPL THG ££080V TOV VIOV ToponA ELVNUEVEVCEY KOl TEPL TAV OGTEMV DTOD EVETEIANTO
— As Joseph reached the goal of his earthly existence, death (televt®dv), he reflected back on what God has promised to
Abraham, his grandfather, that “the sons of Israel” would be in Egypt for only 400 years and then leave it (rept Tiig
£€080v 1@V VIV Topand éuvnuovevoev). He also instructed his twelve sons to bury him in the land of promise, the
land of Canaan (ko mwepi 1@V dcté0v 0vToD eveteilorto)—all this while he looked forward and believed God for the
fulfillment of His promises to Israel, that they would be a “great nation” on the land of Israel. Assuming this to be what
he was thinking, Joseph wants to be resurrected from that land when this all happens.

322 ticter Mobotic yevvnoeig ekpOpn tpiunvov Vo 1@V Totépov odTod, S10TL €180V GGTEIOV TO ToUdioV Kol 0K
gpopnonoav 10 didtayua t0d paciténc. — Somehow, Moses’ parents discovered (we do not know how, maybe just
God’s giving them a subjective impression) that he had a special role within the history of God’s people (31911 €idov
dotelov 10 wodiov). But they were going through a difficult time and with belief in God’s promises that included the
earthly great nation, they hid him to keep him alive, when the Pharaoh had ordered the death of all newborn Jewish
sons (ko ovK EpoPrdncav 1o didtaypo 100 Pactiéng). They were more concerned about pleasing God than risking
the ire of the Egyptian leader.

Exodus 2:2, The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was good/special (210772 his NID)
(i86vteg 8¢ avtd doteiov; doteiov = impressiveness of a person of high standing) (Acts 7:20 — xai fv doteiog 1@
0e®, i.e., impressive in the eyes of God), she hid him for three months.

However, the context would seem to indicate that both 21 (literally good) and écteiov mean special, not physically

110



May 9, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Hebrews

beautiful. Thus, this verse is about the belief in God of Moses’ parents regarding his special role within the nation and
history of Israel—as a role that pertained to Israel’s eventually becoming the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3, because
this must always be kept in mind when interpreting the OT and statements about the Jews and the nation of Israel.

We, too, must never allow our fear of other human beings to prevent us from believing in and obeying God for what He
has informed and instructed us.

323 TTicter Mobofic uéyag yevouevog Apvicato AéyecBal vidg Buyatpog Papod — Moses as a grown up was a “great”
man (uéyag yevouevog), because he was raised by Pharaoh’s daughter. As a result, he could have become a wealthy and
powerful member of his household, but he refused to go that direction in his life (jpviicato AéyesOot vIOg BVYATPOG
dapad)—presumably because he wanted to associate with his own people, the Israelites, as Paul goes on to say in the
next verse.

324 Aoy EMGpPEVOC GUYKOKOVYELGHOL TG A0@ TOD Be0d T Tpdokapov Exely Guoptiog drdravowy — Just as it would
be sin for the readers to abandon their obedience to God and their belief in Jesus, so also it would have been sin for
Moses to abandon his religious and cultural heritage as a descendant of Abraham in order to enjoy living out the rest of
his life within the royal household of the Egyptians, pursuing all their sinful practices that included idolatry

(1 ®pdoxapov €xev apaptiog andravoiv). Instead, he chose (éAouevoc) the temporary hard times of associating with
his kinsmen (cvykokovyeicoot t@® Aod t0d 0e0v), the Jews, than the eternal times of enduring God’s wrath and
destruction.

Somehow, in the midst of the story of Exodus 2 and his mother’s nursing him while he was under the household of
Pharaoh’s daughter, he learned that he was an Israelite and not an Egyptian. As a result, when he saw an Egyptian
taskmaster beating an Israelite, he killed the Egyptian. The next day, two Israelites were fighting, and he attempted to
intervene. When they informed him that they knew about his killing the Egyptian the previous day, he realized that he
could not keep the incident secret. Plus, the Pharaoh found out about it and wanted to kill him, so that he fled to the
land of Midian where he spent forty years, which included his meeting with God who was in the burning bush.

Here the “people of God” are the physical descendants of Abraham, to whom God had promised that they would be a
great nation on the land of Israel, but who also would spend four hundred years in Egypt.

325 jigifova TAODTOV MYNOGUEVOC TOV A1YVTTOV BNGOVPOY TOV Oveldiopodv 100 Xpiotod améPleney yap eig TV
wobanodosiav — What does Paul mean by the strange phrase “the disgrace of an/the anointed one”? Several options—
1) The disgrace of being hunted by the Pharaoh who wanted to kill him, while he knew that he was eventually going to
have a special role in the history of the Israelites because he was basically “an anointed one,” i.e., a special leader of
Israel.

2) An ethnic Jew, where the rest of the them were “disgraced” by doing hard labor for the Egyptians and therefore
considered less than second-class citizens in Egypt, so that they were special and he was special by guilt by association.
But he chose to be a “special” and “disgraced” (tov dveidiouov) Jew rather than fold into Egyptian society.

3) Paul is speaking somewhat metaphorically by thinking ahead on behalf of Moses to the real “anointed one,” Jesus,
who becomes the crucified Son of God for even Moses (as Paul has been arguing in this letter), so that Moses can be
considered to be in association with the disgrace that Jesus endured from his own people while he pursues his own role
within the nation of Israel, including being much less than a member of the royal household of Pharaoh and then
rejected by his own people initially, when the two men who were fighting and he tries to reconcile them identify him as
a murderer and want nothing to do with him.

Certainly, Moses endured the Israelites’ ridicule and rejection when he first approached them to help them when the
two men were fighting with one another. But eventually he realized that loyalty to Yahweh and His purposes, including
the setting apart of the Jews as His people on earth, would gain him a greater “reward” (tnv we6arodociov — cf.
Hebrews 10:35;11:6), i.e., seeing the fulfillment of God’s promises that included both the earthly “great nation” of the
Abrahamic Covenant on the land of Israel and eternal life, than that of becoming a royal dignitary within the household
of the Pharaoh.

I am inclined to think that #3 above is correct, that Moses as a leader of the Jews who had the right to join with their
enemies, the Egyptians, at the highest level of society, considered his special role and the disgrace in the eyes of the
Egyptians that this would bring to be “greater riches” (ueiova mAobtov) than remaining with the high society of the
Egyptians. Plus, he was looking ahead to the “reward” (dnépAenev yap eig v wobanodosiav), which would be
participating in the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham of both the “great nation” of Israel and eternal life as the
ultimate blessing from God.

So here is a positive “test” of someone’s belief, the possibility of a position of power and wealth instead of suffering
with the people of God, as opposed to a negative “test,” where the suffering is simply thrust upon a person completely
out of his control.

But this is not a voluntary renouncing of wealth and power like Francis of Assisi. Instead, it is not allowing the power,
wealth, and success to dissuade him from following the path which God is explicitly offering and even commanding.
Also, Moses’ disgrace as a member of the disgraced people in the eyes of the Egyptians is similar to but not the same as
Jesus’ disgrace as the Messiah who is considered disgraced by his own people. This may mean that it makes more
sense in the passage to see the “anointed one” as referring to Moses, because God chose Moses for a special purpose
which was initially going to involve disgrace from the Israelites. But #3 above still makes more sense to me.

326 tictel katéhmey Alyvmtov ui @ofndelg TOV BLPOV 10D PUCIAERC TOV YUP GOPOITOV (BOC OPAV EKOPTEPTGEV —
Moses continued and did not waver (exaptépnoev) in his belief, caring more for what it meant to obey the invisible

111



May 9, 2025 Translation and Notes by Earle Craig
Hebrews

God with His promised outcome (“while seeing the One who is unseen” — 1ov yap dépatov ®g 0pdv) , going back to
the promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and not being afraid of the anger of the Pharaoh (un @opnoeig tov 6upov),
the visible man, who threatened to kill Moses if he were to see him again for his killing the Egyptian taskmaster.
Moses did not back off from following God at the risk of angering the Pharaoh even more. Moses knew that He was
going to be ok, even though he could not see God and exactly what He has promised in the future.

Exodus 2:15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh
and settled in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well.

Even in the future event of crossing through the dry bed of the Red Sea, Pharaoh was visible and commanded a very
visible army, which Moses and the Israelites could not match. But Moses trusted God for the result of his leadership,
that the Israelites would escape anything Pharaoh tried to do to harm them.

So also Paul’s readers (and future believers in Jesus the Messiah) should not fear anyone who threatens them because
of their belief in Jesus as the Messiah. God, the unseen God, will keep them continuing without wavering in their belief
until they arrive at the end of their lives and eventually enter into the eternal Kingdom of Israel, first on the land of
Israel and then on the new earth.

327 tictel Temoinkev 10 TAGY KOl THV TPOGXLOLY ToD CiNoToc, Tva Ui 6 6A0Bpev®V T¢ TPpOTOTOKE BlYN AHTOV —
Moses followed through on God’s instructions in Exodus 12 in spite of the risks with respect to the Egyptians, because
he feared God, who was going to and did destroy the firstborn of every household. Moses and the Israelites obeyed
God’s instructions regarding the first Passover even if it meant that the Egyptians suffered the kind of loss they did in
the light of who God is.

Exodus 12:7 Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses
in which they eat it.

Exodus 12:22 You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of the
blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his house until
morning.

In the same way Paul’s readers should fear God who can destroy them eternally if they give up their belief in Jesus.
And the Jews with authentic belief should celebrate the annual Passover before God who will not destroy them the way
that He will do so towards their enemies at the return of Jesus.

328 tictel SiéPnoav THV epuBPGV BEAAGGOY KOS S ENpaig °yiic, Mg Telpov AaBdvieg ol Aiyvmtiol "katemdomoov — In
Exodus 14:22-29, when the Egyptians received the opportunity to test the situation (cf. Hebrews 11:36), they failed,
because God’s purpose for them was to die in the sea and on its temporary dry land (8i1& Enpaig °yfig), not pass through
it and live as the Israelites had.

In this way, they demonstrated their unbelief in God and His promises, while the Israelites (or at least a few of with
changed hearts) demonstrated their authentic belief in God’s promises, which would include experiencing the “great
nation” of Genesis 12:1-3 on the land of Israel and then eternal life on the new earth.

So also, Paul’s readers and future Christians should follow God through every experience in life as a miracle of His to
demonstrate the authenticity of their belief.

329 riotel 1o Teiyn Tepiyd Emecay kukhmBévto eml émtd Nuépoc — Paul says that there was least some authentic belief
in God’s promises among the Israelites (certainly in Joshua) as they marched around the city of Jericho and the walls
fell after entering into the promised land of Canaan and circling the city for seven days (t& teixn Tepixo énecav
KukAoBévta eml énta nuépag — cf. Joshua 6:20).

This is different from Abraham, who had to remain a nomad in the land and this attested to his belief. In contrast, God
commanded Joshua to enter the land and overtake it with the rest of the Israelites as an attestation to his and their
belief—to the extent that they had it, which they did not all have. As a result, life can look quite dissimilar for two
people of belief, depending upon what God’s plans are for them at the time. For Abraham, it was time to live as a
foreigner and temporary inhabitant on the land, so that it was not yet time for him to take the land and truly own it as
his. For Joshua, the Israelites and he were intended to enter, conquer, and own the land as truly theirs. Nevertheless,
they did not become the “great nation” of the promise that God had made to Abraham, because they did not obey God
completely, and they did not all have changed hearts and authentic belief.

We notice also that Paul skips the events of the 40-year journey of the Israelites through the Sinai wilderness, which
was when the unbelieving generation of Jews died for their disobedience, so that it was only the next generation that
entered into the land of Canaan. Paul had referred to time of unbelief when he quoted Psalm 95:7-11 in chapter 3.

30 ticter PadP | T Tépvn 00 GUVOTOAETO TOIC TAmEBN GOV SeEauévn ToVC KaTaokOToug et eiprivng — In Joshua
2:91f., Rahab as a Gentile prostitute (clearly, a sinner) had heard stories and as a result embraced the notion of God’s
ability to grant His promises for both the Jews and the Gentiles, so that she also grasped God’s purposes for the city of
Jericho— that it was being destroyed and taken over by the Jews. As a result, God chose to save her family from the
death of the unbelievers during the destruction of the city (o0 cvvandieto toig "anednoactv) when she welcomed the
Jewish spies into her Gentile city.

It was this simple belief which changed the course of her life in comparision to her fellow city dwellers. She greeted the
spies with their ultimate desire in the land and for the land, “Shalom” (8€auévn Tovg KatacKéTOVE MET €1pTvNG), and
counted on and hoped for the same for herself from Yahweh. Thus, she welcomed the Jews into their land, because she
recognized that it ultimately belonged to them (?). This is vital for all people to do whenever Jews show up to enter the
land of Canaan/Israel and inhabit it. Instead, if people fight against the Jews and reject acknowledging their right to
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possess the land as theirs for their eventually becoming and being the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3, God will
destroy them! To be against the Jews is to be against God. Look at what happened to Assyria and Babylon after they
attacked and destroyed the two kingdoms in the 8" and 7"/6" centuries respectively, and to Rome after the 1% and 2"
centuries A.D.

Here in Hebrews 11: 31, we have the first Gentile to be mentioned by Paul in this list that opens the door for Paul in v.
35 to refer to the Gentile women who received back their sons after they had died. And it even more demonstrates the
importance of belief since Gentiles as members of all the families of the earth are included in the promises of the
Abrahamic Covenant which God fulfills towards those with authentic belief.

No matter what ethnicity, sinful human beings should embrace the Jewish God and His Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth,
while welcoming the Jews into their land in anticipation of Jesus’ return and restoring the Kingdom of Israel on that
land.

Bl o Tl 11 Aéyo; émhelyer ‘ue Yo Sinyovpevov 6 ypdévog mept Iedecdv, Boapdk 7, Tapyodv, Tegdde, Aovid te kol
TauovnA kol T@V Tpoent®dv — Paul now refers to other men whose faith and belief in God he could describe for the
same purpose of highlighting how important authentic and persevering belief is for obtaining God’s promises whenever
He chooses to fulfill them.

It is not as though all these men were persons of sterling character or great wisdom. However, they did have authentic
belief (and therefore changed hearts) in God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which would eventually result in
the “great nation” of Israel and then eternal life on the new earth. And their belief did not need great character and
impeccable moral behavior to be authentic. It required the inner commitments of their hearts in the midst of their
sinfulness.

Also, we notice that the genuine belief that these men displayed did not result in some sort of victorious Christian
life—where everything went perfectly well for them throughout their lives because they were able to appropriate the
power of God and remain sin free and problem free. Instead, it resulted in the opposite—difficult and bitter experiences
of suffering.

Gideon — Judges 6-8; Barak — Judges 4-5; Samson — Judges 13-16; Jephthah — Judges 11-12; David — 1 Samuel 16ff.;
Samuel — 1 Samuel 1:20ft; and the prophets from people like Elijah in 1 Kings 17 to Malachi with his book at the end
of the Old Testament.

3201 S1x TloTEOC ‘KATNYOVIGUVTO POCIAEING', EIPYEOAVTO S1KOIOGUVNY, ETETVYOV EXayYeEM®Y, EPPatoy GTOUOTO
Aedvtov — Certainly there were some very positive moments in the lives of OT believers as they looked forward to
God’s fulfilling His Abrahamic promises to them.

They “defeated kingdoms” —Judges ch 4, 7, 11, 14; 2 Samuel 5:17-20; 8:1f; 10:12.

They “performed righteousness” — 1 Samuel 12:4; 2 Samuel 8:15.

They “obtained promises” — 2 Samuel 7:11f. (the promise of the Davidic Covenant to David).

They “shut the mouths of lions” —Judges 14:6; 1 Samuel 17:341f; Daniel 6:22.

333 goBecav SVvouLy TUPGS, EQUYOV GTOPATO LOYCIPNG, "EdVVOUOONGOV GO Gobeveing, EyeviOnoay i vpoL &v
TOAEU®, TOPEUPOLNG EkAvay GAAOTPiOV —

They “quenched the power of fire” — Daniel 3:23ff.

They “escaped the edge of the sword” — Exodus 18:4; 1 Samuel 18:11; 19:10; 1 Kings 19; 2 Kings 6; Psalm 144:10.
They “were strengthened from weakness” —

They “became mighty in war” —Judges 7:21; 15:8, 15f; 1 Samuel 17:51f; 2 Samuel 8:1-6; 10:15ff.

They “put to flight foreign armies” —Judges 7:21; 15:8, 15f; 1 Samuel 17:51f; 2 Samuel 8:1-6; 10:15ff.

34 EhaPov "yvvaikeg e€ GVOGTAGEMS TOVS VEKPOLE oOTOV: GALOL 8¢ eTVUTAVIGONGOY 0D TPOcdeEduevol TV
AToAMITPOGLY, Tvar KPElTTOVOC AvacTdoeng Tuxmotly — But there were also some very negative moments in the lives of
OT believers in addition to the fact that God resurrected from the dead some of them, or at least relatives of some of
them. This would be a reference to 1 Kings 17:11f. and 2 Kings 4:36ff. where God raised from the dead the son of the
woman of Zarephath with whom Elijah was staying and the son of the Shunammite woman through Elisha respectively.
Other authentic believers were willing to suffer greatly by being “tortured” rather than give up their belief in God for
the fulfillment of His promises (¢ALot 8¢ etvunaviconoav ov TpocdeEduevol tnv arorlvtpwoiv). Plus, escape from
torture in this life is nothing in comparison to being a participant in the first of the two resurrections, the “better
resurrection” (iva kpeittovog dvactaceng TOxmo1v), which will be one of blessing and eternal life on first this earth
during the millennial kingdom and then the new earth after it (cf. Revelation 20-22). This is “the better resurrection”
(iva kpeitTovog Gvactaceng THXOo1v) in comparison to being raised from the dead in this realm only to die again at
the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20. This is to say that women of the OT received back their dead
children, not that they were snatched from “heaven” and eternal life. Instead, they were brought back from actual death
in this present world and earth and lack of existence.

So death does not mean that we are immediately translated into “heaven,” but we await the resurrection of the dead
when Jesus returns, in order to live on the present earth for the restored Kingdom of Israel and then the new earth for all
eternity with immortal and morally perfect bodies.

335 E1epot 8¢ EUTOLYUAY KO LOGTIYOV TEpo ELaPov, £TL 88 Seoudv Kol QUAGKTS —

They “received the test of mockings and whippings” —

They received the test “of chains and imprisonment” — 1 Kings 22:27; 2 Chronicles 18:26; Jeremiah 20:2; 37:15.
They received the opportunity to have their belief tested (cf. Hebrews 11:29). And Paul is implying that they passed
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this test as he would want for his readers if they were put in the same situations, and indeed they have to a degree as he
mentioned in chapter 10.

36 gnBdoOmoay, Empictnoay, &v pove paxoipng amédovov, Teptiibov &v unAotaic, &v aiyelog Sépuacty,

VG TEPOVUEVOL, OMPOUEVOL, KOKOVYOVUEVOL —

They “were stoned” —1 Kings 21:13; 2 Chronicles 24:21.

They “were sawn in two” — 2 Samuel 12:31; 1 Chronicle 20:3.

They were “murdered with the sword” — 1 Kings 19:10; Jeremiah 26:23.

They “went about in sheepskins and goatskins, being deprived, afflicted, and mistreated” — 1 Kings 19:13, 19; 2 Kings
2:8, 13f; Zechariah 13:4.

Some very difficult experiences that could easily crush anybody’s faith. But their faith survived we can assume only
because of God’s grace and His commitment to strengthen them in their belief.

37 dv odk MV GE0C O KOGHOC, TEmL Epnuicic TAAVAOLEVOL KO Gpesty kol GTNAaiolg Ko Toig omaig The Yhg —

“who wandered in deserts, mountains, caves, and holes in the ground” — 1 Kings 18:4, 13; 19:9.

The world is not worthy of such people (Gv 0dx qv &&og 6 kdouog), because the world has abandoned God and
deserves His condemnation and destruction, not the benefit of the presence of people who can offer the only message of
true hope that has an eternal effect. Believers are an expression of God’s grace, but the question is whether or not
unbelievers will take advantage of their presence and become believers themselves.

Paul is indicating that authentic belief will eventually get a person in trouble with “the world” (6 kéopog), but this is
why belief looks to God’s promises for its and His ultimate fulfillment. The negative response of the world to authentic
belief is not exactly the victorious Christian life for believers and Christians. But God’s promises will result in the
greatness of the nation of Israel under Jesus’ rule with resurrected and lifted from the earth believers ruling with him.
Our task is to hang in there for this by persevering in our belief and obedience to God’s moral instructions.

338 oy °00TOL TAVTEG HOPTVPNBEVTEC S1bt T TioTEMG 0VK EKopicavto ‘v émayyeriov® — See also Hebrews 10:36.
All the people of authentic belef received the bearing of witness by God to the genuineness of their belief “in view of
their belief” (o101 TdvTeg papTVpNBEvTeg St Thg wictemc). Paul probably means that the witness being borne to
them was the persevering of their belief under such harsh circumstances that would naturally crush their belief if God
did not sovereignly cause it to continue to exist.

Paul’s readers and future Christians should examine the perseverance of their faith and realize that this happens only by
means of God’s grace and commitment to them, thus taking note of God’s having borne witness to them that the are
authentic believers.

Thus, they demonstrated that they were acceptable to God. They were dikiaoi before God. Yet, God’s plan did not
include that, during their lives, they would experience the Jews’ becoming the “great nation” on the land of Israel as
God had promised Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. They kept having to wait for Him to fulfill His promise to the Jews, and
they were willing to do so for the sake of participating in it.

It is interesting that Paul does not include any apostles in his list of authentic believers and witnesses to the truth of God
about Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God whose role is also to be a high priest for Jewish (and Gentile) sinners.

339 20D 020D mwEPL MUAV KPELTTOV TL "TpoPreyanévon, Tvo ut xopic Nudv teletwddoty — The OT believers did not
reach their ultimate goal of receiving the earthly, Jewish promises of God by His grace of the “great nation” of Israel
(tva un xwpig NUAV tedelwdOo1v — passive voice!), so that there could be others (“us” = Paul and his readers — qu@v)
after them who could do so also. In other words, if they had received the fulfillment of God’s promises, Paul and future
believers would potentially not even come into existence. Or, clearly the millennial, earthly Kingdom of Israel has not
yet come about through God’s power and activity, so that earlier Jewish believers have not reached this kingdom yet,
and neither have existing Jewish believers.

Indeed, each Jewish believer’s death before Jesus’ return when he inaugurates the restored Kingdom of Israel after the
Great and Terrible Day of the Lord of Malachi 4:5 indicates that there is still time for other believers, both Jews and
Gentiles, to come into existence and receive the promise of the greatness of the nation of Israel along with the promise
of eternal life. In addition, we will experience the fulfillment of God’s promises at the same time as Abel, Enoch,
Abraham, Isaac, et. al in Hebrews 11—at the return of Jesus and the first resurrection.

Therefore, these statements explode the myth in Christian culture that heaven now exists for believers. Instead, each
Jewish (and Gentile) believer dies in order to await at Jesus’ return the resurrection of all believers who have died (or
who are still alive to be lifted from the earth)—from Abel to the very last believer who dies (or is still alive) before
Jesus’ return.

340 Toryaipodv kol Mueic "tocobTov Exovieg mepikeinevoy Nuiv vépog poptdpov — This “great cloud of witnesses
surrounding” (tocodtov €xovteg mepikeinevov.. . vépog naptipwv) the Jewish believers and Paul in their day are the
Old Testament believers of Hebrews 11 who, in a literary and figurative sense, surround Paul and his readers and bear
witness to the value of persevering in authentic belief for the sake of obtaining the fulfillment of God’s promises to
Abraham of the “great nation” of Israel and the new, eternal life.

Paul is not referring to their witnessing or observing him and his readers now, as if they are in heaven looking down on
them. He is referring to these OT believers as those who bore witness with their lives of persevering belief to the
importance of continuing to wait and be patient for God to fulfill His promises. They never gave up in their journeys of
belief in God on earth, no matter how difficult, confusing, or problemmatic life became for them. They kept their eyes
on the reward of the future Kingdom of Israel under the rule of the Messiah and the future Kingdom of God on the
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eternal earth—to the extent that they understood these concepts with what God had revealed to them regarding their
details whenever they lived in the ANE.

341 Bykov GimoBépevol mAvTo Ko THv "evmepictatov Guaptioy — Like Moses’ situation (cf. Hebrews 11:24-26) and the
situation of the Israelites who were journeying through the desert (cf. Psalm 95 and Hebrews 3:121f.), there is the
encumbrance and impediment of sin (6yxov &robéuevor Tdvio kol Tty "evnepicTatov auaptiav) of inherent hostility
toward God that is in the fabric of the natural born humanity of Paul and his readers and that would lead them astray
and distract them (evmepiotatov) so as to compromise with the “world” and buy into even the erroneous, Jewish
religious culture that lacks authentic inwardness and belief.

Engaging in following this sin would be in order either to grumble against God because of experiencing suffering and
pain in the present realm or in order to avoid it. Paul and his readers are tempted to abandon their belief in Jesus as the
Messiah in order to avoid the persecution that they are enduring from Jewish unbelievers. But this is what Paul has
been stating would be rebellion against God and a concrete impediment to their obtaining His blessing of the Kingdom
of God and eternal life—because they would be unwilling to suffer in a similar manner to Jesus. By extrapolation,
every other sin, which would distract them and us and seduce them and us from keeping our eyes on the prize of the
Kingdom of God, we should also get rid of in our lives. We should never allow the imperfections of this existence, no
matter how extensive they are, from motivating us to persevere in our faith for the sake of obtaining the promises of
God, which He will eventually bring about.

342 51 dhmopoviic Tpéxmuey TOV Tpokeiuevoy fuiv dy@vo — The Greek races had the goal of finishing and winning. In
this case, the goal and winning is obtaining the earthly millennial Kingdom of God and the new earthly eternal
Kingdom of God that will constitute the Sabbath rest of God (cf. Hebrews 4:1-11). Therefore, Paul urges his readers
and himself to run the race of life towards the finish line of the Kingdom of God “with endurance” (8t bropovig), in
the midst of all that it brings them (and us) with the thought in mind that they and we are committed to finishing and
winning the race, regardless how much suffering we endure in the present existence. This is “the race that is set before
us” (TOV TPOKEIUEVOV NULV AYDVXL).

And the OT witnesses who lived before these Christians and Paul, with their former and persevering belief, “surround”
and “lie around” them (wepixepwon), while the “contest” and “race” of life leading up to the Kingdom of God “lies
before” them (npokepon). This is the historical and theological context in which these Jewish believers engage in life
with their authentic belief for the purpose of obtaining the future Kingdom of God with Jesus their king and high priest.
343 gpopdvteg e1c TOV TS mioTEMC GpYMYOV Kol TedetwTv Incodv — Paul encourages his readers, along with himself,
to “fix their eyes on” (Gpopdveg) Jesus, even though this is only metaphorical. Instead of modeling their lives after
Jews who focus on the Mosaic Covenant apart from Jesus, Paul wants his readers to consider the example of Jesus, who
finished the race of his own belief and won it by persevering in his belief and dying on the cross. He was “the leader in
belief and the one who finished the race” (tov tfig TioTe®g APXMYOV KOL TELEIOTNV).

In other words, he endured the hostility of his fellow Jews who were unbelievers and, in the process, finished the race
that God had set before him, which included the very difficult end of his face, dying on the cross. Therefore, to follow
Jesus, metaphorically, is to run the same kind of race that he ran in the midst of the same kind of opposition from a
hostile world that he encountered. But he reached the finish line and crossed it into the eternal Kingdom of God that he
himself will bring about when he returns and restores the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel.

Similarly, we follow right behind him and run right behind him in order to cross the same kind of finish line into the
same Kingdom of God.

344 5¢ GvTL TG TPOKEWEVIG ADT® YoPOC VTEUELVEY T GTOLPOV BUGYVVIG KOTOPPOVIGOoC &v eE1d Te ToD Bpdvov ToD

00 "kekdOikev — Jesus’ “joy” was something he was looking forward to as the final outcome of his life that was “set
before him” (tfig wpokeévng avt® xopdc), i.e., becoming the king of the eternal Kingdom of God and high priest for
believers at the final judgment. Thus, he was willing to “endure the cross” (dnéuewvev T otavpov) and suffering of a
death filled with humiliation and shame (aicxvvng), which he felt emotionally, psychologically, and physically. As a
result, he gained his position of metaphorically sitting at the right hand of God (év d¢€1& te T0D Hpdvou 0D Be0D
rkekdOikev) in order to rule over Jewish (and Gentile) sinners and to intercede on their behalf before God for His
eternal mercy. .

Psalm 110:1 Yahweh says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand (";".”7.3”? 2) (kdBov éx Se&idv pov) until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet (772175 297 72N MWR™IY) (Eog v 66 100G £xBpovg Gov HTOTGSIOV THV
nod®V 60v).”

Psalm 110:4 Yahweh has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

David states that his Lord is both king of the universe and high priest according to the order of Melchizedek (cf.
Hebrews 7-10). This is different from the people in Hebrews 11 who are still in their graves. Jesus is out of the grave
and has taken his place as ruler of the created reality, even though his kingdom has not come into existenece as it will
when he returns and restores the Kingdom of Israel on the land of Israel and rules both the Jews on this land and the
Gentiles in the rest of the world.

Consequently, he is the best example of persevering belief and the one who truly leads us into the kingdom, because he
has reached his goal as king and high priest and the immortality that is necessary for him to fulfill these roles. He was
already morally perfect as the icon of God within the creation, but now his body has become eternal besides. We look
forward to becoming both by running our races and finishing them right behind him.
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345 vohoyicaoBe YO °TOV TOLTNY DTOPEREVIKOTO VTO TAV GUOPTOADY €ig "EaVTOV GvTidoyioy, Tvar uf kGunte
TAlg Yoxois *opdv "Ekdviopevol — Paul switches from including himself in his exhortations to encouraging directly his
readers directly. Jesus had to run toward the goal and end of his race while being mistreated by angry people, even to
the point of death by crucifixion. He “endured such hostility by sinners towards himself” (tov towadtnv
VTOPEUEVNKOTO VTTO TOV GPUPTOADY €lg "éavtov avtihoyia). Paul wants his readers to “consider” and think about this
(dvaroyicaocOe).

As aresult of Jesus’ endurance and perseverance in his belief and faith, he did not give up on God and his belief in His
plans and purposes for him that included his suffering on the cross. Paul wants his readers to draw encouragement and
motivation to do the same from Jesus’ example, so that they, too, do not “become weary” and “fail with respect to
[their] existences” (un kaunte Toig wouxaig *Ou@vV "Exlvouevor), i.e., with respect to their belief in God’s love,
faithfulness, and purposes for them to acquire the eternal Kingdom of God and their obedience to His moral
instructions in the midst of whatever suffering they as authentic Christians experience from their fellow Jews who are
unbelievers.

346 obme T péxpig aiLoTog GVTIKATESTNTE TPOC THY GuapTio "aviayovi{éuevol — Paul reminds his readers that, in
both their internal battle of resisting the sin of rebelling against God, which could lead to giving up on believing in
Jesus as the Messiah, who provided them with such a wonderful example of persevering faith, and their internal battle
against the sin and rebellion of others, which could also lead to giving up their belief, they have not yet been persecuted
as harshly as Jesus was, who was killed for his belief and claim to be the Messiah. They have “not yet opposed” their
persecutors “to the point of blood” (uéxpig aipatog dvtikatéstnte) as they “struggle against sin” (tpog v auoptiov
ravToyOVILOUEVOL).

This is Paul’s way of saying the same thing as Jesus in Matthew 10:28, “Do not fear those who kill the body but who
cannot kill the existence. Instead, fear Him who is able to destroy both existence and body in Gehenna.” It is not that
Paul is saying that persecution will never lead to death. This is why he uses the word ovne = “not yet.” But, so far, God
has stopped short of bringing the same conclusion in the lives of his readers as He did for Jesus, which gives them
ample opportunity to demonstrate authentic belief by persevering in it through the difficult times which they are
experiencing. Maybe they would welcome death as an end to the pain of their suffering, but, so far (!), Paul will go on
to say that their current suffering is part of God’s love for them in training them up to become mature believers in Him,
so that they reach their goal of the Kingdom of God.

37 ko kAEANGOE THC mapokiicens, HTic VUiV ¢ vioig Stodéyetan — Paul reminds his Jewish readers that, hopefully,
they are remembering their Hebrew scriptures (just as Christians need to remember their whole Bibles). Surely, they
have been attending synagogue on a weekly basis, so that, in the midst of the suffering that they are experiencing from
their persecutors, they are keeping in mind an important idea that the Old Testament expresses. Thus, the statement,
“you have not forgotten altogether the helpful persuasion that instructs you as sons” (ékAéAnc0e tfig Tapokiicenc,
715 VMV dg vioig SrodéyeTan).

The Old Testament contains the same message as the NT, that sinners, even the Jewish nation, will go through hardship
that is orchestrated by and from God in order to refine their belief and instruct them to persevere in holding on to the
truth. And now Paul will quote Proverbs 3:11-12 to this effect.

348 vig °pov, un dMydpel Tadeiog Kvpiov "uNdE EkAV0oV VT adTOD EAEYYOUEVOC OV Yap BYTa KUPLOG TadEVEL,
UOGTLYOl 8E TAVTOL VIOV OV TopadéyeTa — )
Proverbs 3:11-12 — 11 My son, do not reject the discipline of Yahweh or loathe His reproof (10712102 }PO"?N
ONRARTOR 732 7177 701) (vié, un dAryoper moudeiog kvpiov unde ExAvov Hr’ avtod ELeyyduevog). 12 For whom
Yahweh loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights (7377 13708 :‘.2;4:1 i M
2087 de AR "2) (0v yop dyomd kdprog modevet, LosTryol 8¢ TAVTO VIOV OV TopadéxeTa).

Paul quotes the Septuagint and these verses. God remains faithful to His people, bringing “loving” training and
discipline (wrath?) upon the Israelites as a nation because of their unchanged hearts, unbelief, and disobedience to the
Mosaic Covenant, thus also bringing loving training and reproof upon believing Jews (and Gentiles) because of their
continued sinfulness under the New Covenant.

It may feel as though God is punishing us believers, but the loving hardship is intended to produce, through the inward
activity of God and His Holy Spirit, persevering belief that will result in eternal mercy in the Kingdom of God, starting
with the “great nation” of Israel on the land of Israel and ending with the new, eternal earth. As a result, there will be
hard times in believers’ lives, not because they have done anything wrong, but because it is good training in the course
of faith and belief.

Paul is saying that this is what is happening to these Jewish believers. God is training them as a father trains his own
children through hard and even painful work in order to shape them into the kind of people that they need to be to
pursue obedience to God and to be successful in life while surrounded by lazy, deceitful, and evil people.

349 reic mondeio vmopévete, MG VIOIC VULV TPOCSPEPeTaL 6 BeGC. TiC Yop T vidg Ov 0v mandever mathp — I would take
this as a command. Paul wants them to “persevere for the purpose of training” (gig mondeiav vmopévete). They should
look with biblical eyes at the hardship which is occurring in their lives, and they should be willing to subject
themselves to the training that their “Father,” God, is taking them through (&g vioig duiv tpoceépetor 0 0edg). In this
way they will persevere in their belief just as the OT believers of chapter 11 did.

For “what son is there whom his father does not train” (tig yop ™ viog 6v 00 moudever matip)? If he is a good father,
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the answer is, none. Good fathers are willing to subject their children to loving hardship and work in order to train them
how to live life well and skillfully. They do not pamper them and give them the impression that life can be easy and
even perfect. For this is no perfect moment in anyone’s life—as much as our minds look for some place and experience
where this is the case.

330 &1 8¢ ywpic éote mondeiog Mg UETOXOL YEYGVOLGIY TAVTEC, Bpa vBOL kel ovy viol éote — Paul’s readers might
wonder if it were possible to be a child of God without suffering/pain and the training for the purpose of bringing about
persevering faith (e 8¢ ywpig ote mandeiag N uétoxor yeydvaotv ndvieg)? And the answer is a resounding, No. It
would mean that they are without God as their Father and, therefore, bastards (vodou), spiritually speaking. The fact is
that all (navteg) Christians find themselves being trained by God at various times of their lives. No authentic believer
escapes God’s love, training and the resultant maturation of their belief by means of hard times, because they all are
“sons” (vioi). So if there is no training from God, then they are not “sons” of God.

31 eito Tovg v Thg GopKOC NUAV TOTEPOC EIYOUEY TOSEVTAG KO eveTpemoedor 00 TOAD °[8&] paAlov
vrotTaynodueda T Tatpl TV "wvevpdtov kot {oouev — The analogy of earthly fathers holds, so that, whether or
not we like it, the only way to gain the Kingdom of God and eternal life is by submitting to the training of the Father of
spirits (Vrotaynodueda 1@ notpl T@V "wvevudtov), the One who is the very source of the existence of our “spirits,”
i.e., of our persons, the design of our personalities, ambitions, and beliefs, and our stories, because we are those who
continue our existence into eternal life and the Kingdom of God.

Our earthly fathers were “fathers of the flesh” (tovg uev tiig capkog Mudv ratépag) and were our “trainers”
(madevtag) that we might survive and behave properly in this life. We “respected” (evetpenduedo) them for this role
that God gave them by design within the created reality, meaning that we were willing to allow them to guide us in
what it means to be a human being (especially for Paul and his fellow Jews who at least had access to the Hebrew
scriptures!). “How much more should we submit” (o0 woAb °[8¢] paAiov drotaynodueda) to God who trains us to
subordinate ourselves to His plan for our life and to gain eternal life (ko {icopev).

Obviously, this proverb does not apply to fathers who reject God and rebel against Him in the midst of “training” their
children. Does it really make sense to respect evil fathers? No.

332 o1 pev yop Tpog OMyog Muépag katd O Sokodv adTolg Emaidevov, 6 88 €Tl 10 GULPEPOV €lg TO ueTaAaPeiv THC
ayiétnrog avtod — The job of earthly, Jewish fathers, who train their children, ends when they grow up and become
adults. They train their children “for a few days according to what seemed best to them” (rpog OAlyag MuUEPOg KATH TO
doxodv avtoig), implying that it is not always the best training that the children could use. But if it is from the Hebrew
Bible, then it is better than what pagan and evil fathers would do.

God’s training of Christians to mature them and encourage them to persevere in their belief goes on during the rest of
their lives because God has eternity in mind, i.e., that which is advantageous (6 8¢ éni 10 cvugépov). God wants
Christians to persevere in their belief, which is “to participate in His being set apart” (gig 10 petalopeiv thg ayidtnrog
avtov), which will result in their reaching eternity when Jesus returns and they are raised from the dead or raised from
the earth if they are still living when he arrives. God is set apart by His moral perfection, and He has predestined
authentic Christians to become set apart and morally perfect like Him in the Kingdom of God. As a result, Christians
never really grow up in the same way that children do (or should do) with respect to their earthly fathers—by leaving
them. This is to say that they never get to a point where they should not need the training of their “Father” God. Of
course they need it, so that always remained under the tutelage of God.

In order to participate in what it is for God to be set apart and different from the world that is hostile towards Him and
that culminates in being set apart and different by obtaining moral perfection in the eternal Kingdom of God, believers
must go through a training process in the midst of their continued sinfulness and rebellion. If a person is fundamentally
willing to participate with God by being different like Him in a hostile world when things are even difficult and
suffering is involved, then the person will meet the condition required for obtaining eternal life. But this takes the
internal resolve of persevering in belief while, most likely, wishing the pain to go away—the latter of which is only
human. And this perseverance happens only because God by His grace causes it to happen. But it is still painful—as
Paul goes on to say!!

333 naco T8¢ mandeion TPOG PEV TO TOPOV 00 Sokel yapdc eivor GALG AVTNG, VoTEPOV 8E KaPTOV ElPNVIKOV TOIC St
aVTAG Yeyvuvaouévolg arodidmnotv dikatoovvng — Yes, God’s training can definitely hurt. It is not “joyful, but
sorrowful” (xapag eivar &AAd Admng). God never promised that the Christian life could be without pain and
suffering—even though some Christians convince themselves that Jesus’ death buys this for them—that he suffered in
this life so that they would not have to suffer in this life, if they have enough faith in him (probably the same way that
they believe that they can heal people by means of their belief; as if God is always waiting to provide a wealthy and
healthy life for Christians, if they will be avail themselves of Him through their persistent prayer, fasting, and faith).
Thus, they think that they can live the victorious Christian life on the basis of his death on the cross. But Paul is
teaching a different kind of Christianity here, that God Himself brings suffering and pain into Christians’ existence in
order to train them in persevering in their faith.

And as the result, the outcome of God’s training for Christians is the eternal Kingdom of God, the shalom environment
(xapmov eipnvikov) that comes from our justification, which is our acquiring a standing of soon to obtain the Kingdom
of God by our being accepted by Him through belief in the Messiah. Translating eipnvikov as shalom rather than
peaceful makes more sense in line with Paul’s use of joyful and sorrowful earlier in the verse and his speaking to
Jewish Christians who have been exposed to the OT and its multiple mentions of shalom (238x of Dﬁﬁtj)‘ Shalom is a
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flourishing and thriving existence that is joyful and not sorrowful and that becomes the existential experience of
Christians in the eternal Kingdom of God.

Dikaiosoune is “justification” and here refers to being in a place where one stands to inherit eternal shalom, the latter
being the “fruit” of the former. Consequently, dikaiosune is the fruit of the training and that one knows he is in by
virtue of the training and testing of his belief, which endures the hardships and difficulties of the training. As a result,
this is also the eternal shalom which is the fruit of dikaiosune. To be trained by God in persevering belief and
obedience through suffering is to be in a place where one stands to receive eternal life. And to be in this place of
standing is the the best place a sinful human being can inhabit during his life this side of eternity—regardless of his
present circumstances, whether joyful or sorrowful.

334 810 ToIg TOpEUEVaC YEIPOC KOl TG Topalelvpéva YOvaTo Gvopemoate —

Isaiah 35:3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble (13728 m‘vu: 0727371 0197 2777 M) (loxdoate,
XElpeg avelpévan kol yovata noparedvuévo = Strengthen the loosened hands and weak knees) — Isaiah is encouraging
the Jews who are weak in faith and living in the midst of rebellious Jews, while experiencing God’s final episode of
wrath, the Day of the Lord, on Israel just before Jesus’ return, to look forward to God’s fulfilling His promises of
causing them to live on their land in complete peace and security. He wants them to persevere in their faith in spite of
the hardships they are and will be enduring because of God’s disciplining them.

Paul is speaking metaphorically of a person’s motivation to persevere in belief in the eternal Kingdom of God through
Jesus’ intercession and as our leader. The idea is to strengthen oneself with the truth of the gospel and God’s
sovereignty, faithfulness, and grace to His people both to train them through hardship, such as persecution, and to cause
them to reach the ultimate goal of eternal life. And Paul wants them to do this when they are weary from enduring
suffering and even shaking in fear because of the potential for harm and hardship in the present life.

355 o oI PO TTOIEITE TOIC TOGIY VUGV Tvor Ui 1O xoAdV ékTpani, 100 8¢ udAiov — A lame leg could cause
someone to walk in circles, never reaching his destination, which requires proceeding on a straight path in only one
direction. Paul uses the metaphor to suggest that unbelief will only cause a sinful human being to walk in circles and
never reach the goal of God’s blessing of eternal life. Only healing and fixing the lame leg of unbelief so that a person
can walk on the straight path of belief and pursuing goodness and morality will allow him to so.

Proverbs 4:26 Watch the path of your feet (?[bﬂ D1V O75) (6pBirg tpoxiiig moiet coig mosiv) and all your ways
will be established. 4:27 Do not turn to the right nor to the left. Turn your foot from evil.

Solomon encourages his son to look straight ahead at morality and its payout, to live a life of wisdom and not
foolishness.

Paul is offering the same encouragement and motivation to persevere in belief, to live on the basis of the truth of the
gospel of God’s grace and mercy through the sacrificed and resurrected high priest Jesus. This is the wise way to live
life, because its outcome is eternal life—even if the training by God has involved unwise decisions and choices on the
part of the trainee in the midst of enduring the pain of His training.

Again, speaking metaphorically, the belief of Paul’s readers has been injured, so that they are potentially walking
through life lame and in circles from the lies being forced upon by the unbelieving Jews. This has resulted in their
belief’s coming close to being “knocked out of joint,” i.e., being lost and non-existent anymore. Therefore, Paul wants
them to heal their belief by persevering in embracing Jesus as King and high priest for the sake of eternal life. If their
belief becomes “dislocated,” then they lose their opportunity for eternal life. If it is healed through grasping the truth
and through the work of God’s grace, they will gain eternal life.

Lame belief is not unbelief. Dislocated belief is. It is certainly not unusual to experience a decided limp in one’s belief.
But the truth and confidence in it as one embraces it—by fixing one’s eyes on Jesus’ experience of willingly suffering
death on the cross—heals the limp and strengthens the legs that being seduced by falsehood and unbelief causes.

336 glpvny SidKETE PETX TAVIOV KOl TOV GYLOGUOV, 0D XMpic 0velc dyetan TOv kiprov — Paul is exhorting his
Jewish readers to pursue shalom, i.e., the wholesome existence God has promised in eternal life, and a life of being set
apart in company with all those who are pursuing this same thing (probably he means both Jews and Gentiles), by
doing it together with the single message of Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God, and high priest on their behalf (giprjvnv
SLOKETE PETOL TAVTMOV KOL TOV AYLOLGUOV).

Ultimately, all Christians should pursue being different from the world (ko tov ayiooudv) according to God’s work
within them, especially in the midst of sorrowful and difficult training events—such as the persecution that Paul’s
readers are experiencing from unbelieving Jews. It is authentic inwardness and facing into the depth of their sin which
makes them unworthy of God’s forgiveness and blessing of life that will result in their eternal salvation and allow a
person to see Jesus, the Lord of God’s kingdom (ov ywpig 008€ig Gyetan 1OV KUPLov).

Without being different from the world (and being willing to submit to God’s training that is painful and sorrowful), a
person cannot see Jesus when he returns and participate in the Kingdom of God.

37 ¢mokomodvieg U TIC VETEPDV GO THG YGPLTOC TOD Be0D, U Tig Pila miKpiag Gveo @vovor TEvoyd kol (St
aVThc’ Mave®dotv T ToAAOL —

Deuteronomy 29:18, “so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away
today from Yahweh our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you a root bearing
poisonous fruit and wormwood” (un tig éotiv €v DU pila &ve @vovoa £v XOAf Kol Tikpig).

Wormwood = a woody shrub with a bitter aromatic taste, used as an ingredient in vermouth and absinthe and in
medicine.
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Psalm 10:7 His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression (727127 X1 77°2 M28) (00 épég 10 oToMeL
ovToD YéuEL kol mikpiag kol d0Aov); under his tongue is mischief and wickedness.

Lamentations 3:15 He has filled me with bitterness (27717722 *;;gﬂar';n) (éxoptacév pe mikpiag). He has made me
drunk with wormwood (7387 *3177) (8uébuoév pe xohfc).

Acts 8:23 “For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity” (eig yap xoAnv mukpicg Kol
cvvdeopov adikiog 0pd oe dvta or €v xolfj, which makes more sense).

Paul is talking about the poison (“root of bitterness”) of resentment and rebellion toward God in the light of his readers’
being mistreated, so that they end up angry and disobedient towards Him as a manifestation of unbelief (=idolatry in
Deuteronomy 29:18 above), that would move a person to get so angry with God that he would give up being set apart
and different by his inwardness and belief that are the necessary conditions for salvation and eternal life.

In addition, once one person in a group that is suffering persecution and pain becomes resentful and angry by grabbing
“idolatry” (abandoning God for the supposed but false comfort of the creation) as his solution, others can soon follow
suit, especially after the first person starts voicing his resentment and justifying it (“with which many become polluted
[with unbelief]” (‘v avtfic’ wavddo1v T woidoi))—just like the people of the nation of Israel in the Old Testament,
who collectively grumbled against God and convinced each other that they were doing the right thing for themselves by
refusing to believe in Him for His providence.

Romans 3:14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness (ov 70 otdua ™ dpég xai mxpiag yéuer).”

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (ndvteg yap fjuaptov kol doTepodvTaL T1ig SGENG
700 Beov).

Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all
malice (tGoo wikpia Kol OLROG KAl OpYN KAl KPOLyT Kol PAOG@NUic: &pdNTe G@ DUOV GVV TACT KOKiQ).

338 i 1ig mépvog 7 PéPnrog ¢ Hoad, d¢ vt Ppdceng pidg &médeto ‘1o TpomToTdKIn: "Eorvtod — Paul urges his
readers not to let the allure of the comforts and pleasures of this creation and this life, even social acceptance in one’s
community, dissuade a person from persevering in belief in the truth of Jesus as the suffering Messiah and high priest.
He refers to Genesis 25 where Esau let the pain and suffering of his physical hunger (“one meal” (&vti Bpdoewg uag))
overshadow his understanding of and desire for the value of his inheritance and all that comes with it as the firstborn
son (“his rights to be the firstborn” (1& TpowToTdKIA’ "EQVTOD)).

In the whole scheme of things, including the Abrahamic Covenant, Esau took something valuable, God’s promise to
Abraham that he would eventually become a “great nation” and which Esau was culturally inheriting as the firstborn
son, and exchanged it for food—the immediate stuff of this creation. He trivialized and denigrated the promise of the
future, considering it insignificant in comparison to the satisfying of his physical desire. He allowed his sensual need to
rid himself immediately of the pain of of hunger to convince himself that his inheritance from God was worthless in
comparison. This made him immoral and worldly (zépvog i BEpnrog), i.e., just like everybody else in the world.

Paul even uses the word nopvog, which typically refers to sexual immorality, to refer to Esau and his readers if they
abandon their belief in God’s promise through Jesus as their Messiah and high priest. And the word Bépniog refers to
someone who has no interest in matters that transcend the created reality, i.e., in God, the only God! But nothing in this
world is worth God and His future inheritance of the eternal Kingdom of God.

But sometimes it is really difficult to stay the course of authentic belief and obedience to God, because we just want the
pain to go away—because it is so intense! And we are tempted to want or do something that would mean giving up
God’s promise of eternal life. But only God can make the pain go away if He chooses as He grants us enough proven
belief that we accept what has happened in our life as from the sovereign hand of a loving God, that we live in and
learn from what has happened and move on—only to be willing to wait for the next time that God trains us with a
sorrowful situation according to what Paul describes in 12:7-11 above.

339 {o1e yap 611 Kol peTémerto, BEAOV KANpovopufical THY edhoyioy Gmedokiudodn, petavoicg yop téTov ovy evpev
Koinep peto dakpvov exintioag avtiv — Paul takes the Old Testament story of Esau in Genesis 25 and 27, and
makes it analogous to the final judgment. Esau sought the full inheritance due a firstborn son after Jacob had tricked his
father, Isaac, out of it (6éAwv KAnpovopuficon Thv evAoyiav dredokipudodn). He even pled with him and shed copious
tears (ueto dakpvwv exinticag avtiv = the blessing (thv edroyiav)), but it was culturally impossible for Isaac to
change the blessing of the firstborn from Jacob to Esau. This is to say that Esau “found no place for a change of mind”
by Esau (and for repentance for himself regarding giving up his birthright for food from Jacob) (uetavoiag yap témov
oV EVPEV).

Paul is saying that Esau’s experience is analogous to a person who has committed himself during this life to giving up
God’s promise of the blessing of the restored Kingdom of Israel on this earth and then finds himself at the judgment of
God when Jesus returns or at the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.
Once the unbeliever arrives at the judgment, he, like Esau who was later than Jacob in securing the firstborn blessing
from their father, will have lost the opportunity for God to change His mind so that He can inherit the blessing of
eternal life (and too late for his own repentance that he failed to engage in during his life). It will be too late to turn
from the what he thought was the attractiveness, the comfort, the happiness, and the security of the present life and
acquire, instead, eternal life. Even though he may shed copious tears at the judgment, he will not be able to express
authentic belief in God and satisfy His condition for entering into the Kingdom of God.

It is curious that Esau willingly sold his birthright for a meal and then was surprised when Jacob tricked their father
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Isaac into granting it to him. It shows the distorted thinking that accompanies rebellion against God and trivializing the
things that are truly important, especially God’s eternal mercy and life. And Jacob was even right when he told his
father that the reason why it took so little time to find the food that his father requested was because God had provided
it—back when He told Rebekah his mother that Esau and his descendants would serve (T217) (SovAevoet) Jacob and
his descendants.

360 o0 yop TPooeEANAVOGTE YNAUPOUEVD T (BPEL) KOl KEKOWUEVE TUPL KOl YVOQm ‘Kol {OQm’ Kol BUEAAY Kol
GOATLYYOC H® Kol @ovii pnudtov, fg ol dkovoavieg Tapntioavio °ul "tpoctedfivon avtoic Adyov — This list
includes all the ways that God revealed himself to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai in Exodus 19-20 when He presented the
Mosaic Covenant to them and displayed the truth of His being a God of justice, including the fact that the Israelites
begged that God stop talking because His voice and commandments were so frightening (cf. Deuteronomy 5:25). There
was no indication of mercy in God’s initial display of His majesty to Moses and the Israelites at Mt. Sinai.

Paul also must be talking about what his readers would be doing if they were to go back to the Mosaic Covenant—
seeking God’s acceptance through what they can touch (ynAagopéve) and their outward performance of this covenant
in the midst of a fiery and gloomy situation where no mercy can be found. The non-believing Jews, who are
persecuting Paul’s readers, while hoping to obtain God’s acceptance in the wrong manner, groping for it with their
religious rituals, will experience this same dark and threatening divine justice if they continue in this perspective
towards God, the Mosaic Covenant, and Jesus. In addition, they are basically stuck looking at this scene by their focus
on the Mosaic Covenant rather than moving on to seeing the celebration of God’s grace and mercy through the New
Covenant of Jesus’ death and intercession at the judgment—stuck in the negative instead of moving on to the positive.
They can expect to live in fear of God, not in joy in God, because they are relying on their own obedience to make
themselves worthy of God’s blessings instead of depending strictly on His grace to be the means by which they acquire
them.

Romans 8:15ff. speaks of the same fear of God that comes from not embracing His grace and mercy through Jesus as
the Messiah. They will live always wondering if they have done enough to please God with the psychological and
emotional effect of shear fear, which is only natural for sinful human beings because of the way He has made them
psychologically and spiritually.

Consequently, Paul is saying that his readers have not come (0% y&p mpoceiniv0are) to this situation. Instead, they
have come to the New Covenant and God’s final and complete solution to their sin, i.e., Jesus’ propitiatory death that
leads to his interceding on their behalf and obtaining complete and eternal forgiveness from God for their sins.

See Acts 17:27 for one kind of meaning for yniagdo, “that they would seek God, if perhaps they might search/grope
for (yniagnoeiov) Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us”

But it still seems to me that here in Hebrews 12:18 Paul is not talking about groping or searching for God, but the very
physical and experiential circumstances of God’s presentation of the Mosaic Covenant through Moses to the Israelites
at Mt. Sinai, so that “touch” is more coherent with the other things mentioned.

361 o0k Epepov Y 1O SracTEAASUEVOV KAV Bnpiov Biyn ToD Spove, ABoPoAnercetal — It was a very frightening
scene at Mt. Sinai, and God had established set, physical boundaries for where the people and their animals could go
during the covenant making process. If any living thing, man or animal, touched the mountain, He would kill him or it.
Exodus 19:12 “You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Beware that you do not go up on the mountain
or touch the border of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 19:13 No hand shall touch him,
but he shall surely be stoned or shot through. Whether beast or man, he shall not live.” When the ram’s horn sounds a
long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”

362 ad, oBTg PoPepov Nv 10 pavtalduevov, Mobotc eimev: ExpoPoc eiwt ko "Evipopog — Besides the fact that the
Israelites as a whole group were terrified by the manner of God’s presence at Mt. Sinai when He was making the
Mosaic Covenant with them, Moses himself was too. And Paul refers to the golden calf incident in Exodus 32 when
God was going to destroy them all and start again with Moses. Indeed, Moses was terrified of God’s wrath and anger,
and Paul quotes from a portion of Deuteronomy 9:19 and adds the words xoi "€vtpopog = and trembling.
Deuteronomy 9:19 “For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure (nrgnm ﬂ&j "aan ’ﬂﬁl: "2) (ko x@oPdg eiut
Su Tv opyNv kol Tov Ovpdv) with which Yahweh was wrathful against you in order to destroy you, but Yahweh
listened to me that time also.”

Paul has stated in Hebrews 9:16,17 that a Jew who violates the Mosaic Covenant incurs God’s justice and deserves
death. Ironically, the non-believing Jews, who are persecuting Paul’s readers, are violating the Mosaic Covenant while
thinking that they are champions of it.

363 AL TposeANAYBOTE Tidv Bpet kot TOAeL Be0D {dvToc, Tepovsainu émovpavie — If the Mosaic Covenant is such
a terrifying place to be in a sinful Jew’s relationship with God, the contrast of the New Covenant is striking as Paul
goes on to describe in the next three verses.

“Instead,” Paul says, “you have come to Mt. Zion” (&AAd wpocelnivbate Ziov 6pet). The Old Testament uses Mt.
Zion to refer to Jerusalem, the capital city of the kingdom of Israel and the Jews. The prophets, especially, use Mt. Zion
to refer to Jerusalem during the revival of the Jews at the end of history. However, it makes more sense that Paul is
using all three phrases, “Mt. Zion, ...the city-state of the living God, the Jerusalem heavenly,” to refer to the eternal
Kingdom of God, which begins with the earthly Kingdom of Israel centered in the actual city of Jerusalem and the
temple mount, i.e., the Mt. Zion, and continues, as Paul knows, into the eternal kingdom of the new earth, created after
the destruction of this realm.
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Therefore, Paul is here talking about what his readers are doing if they continue in their belief in Jesus the Messiah and
remain committed to him as God’s high priest for them. They can expect to live in joy in God, not in fear of God. They
do not have to worry if they have done enough religious activities to please God, because Jesus will intercede on their
behalf and gain them mercy—even though they do not deserve God’s grace and forgiveness. They cannot earn their
salvation from God, and they cannot lose it either by failing to deserve it. The result will be that they will live first in
the Kingdom of Israel after the 2" coming and return of Jesus and then in the Kingdom of God in the new, created
realm of the eternal earth.

Thus, they have come “to the city-state of the living God” (moiel 8e00 {dvT0Q), i.€., the city of Jerusalem and country
of Israel with Jerusalem as its capital, starting with the millennial kingdom after Jesus’ return and then the new earth.
The former is “the heavenly Jerusalem” (Tepovsainu érovpavie), but I think it makes sense to interpret this as the
Jerusalem which comes from “heaven” and from God when He fulfills His promise to Abraham and makes the Jews
the “great nation” of Genesis 12:1-3. God produces this city and the surrounding nation of Israel as Abraham in
Hebrews 11:10 was “waiting for the city-state which has foundations, >

364 o TpUPIAOY GyYELMY, TOVNYUPEL KO EKKANGIQ TPOTOTEK®OV * AToyeypauLévoy év ovpavoic® — Paul goes on to
say that his readers have come to three more things—

1) To thousands of conventional angels (pvpidoiv dyyélov) rejoicing in the heavenly realm over God’s justice and
mercy. This is like the vision of the book of Revelation that speaks of a large gathering of angels, who are praising God
and Jesus, the Lamb of God—

Revelation 5:11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the
elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands (ko v 6 &p1Ouog adT@V
pupLadeg pupitddmv kot xiAadeg xiladwv), 5:12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”

2) to “a festal gathering and the assembly of the firstborn ones, who have been registered (i.e., whose names have been
put on the list) in the heavens” (ravnyvpetl kol ékkANciQ TPOTOTOK®OV * droyeypoupévov év ovpavoigt). There is also
this “gathering” of people who have not yet arrived in the future and eternal (¢v ovpavoig = in the heavens) Kingdom
of God but are destined to rejoice in the grace of God and salvation after the first judgment of Jesus’ return and after
the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20, because their “names have
been put on the list in the heavens.” Thus, “in the heavens” does not refer to a location and place but to the extent, i.c.,
eternal, of the existence of the “assembly of the firstborn ones.”

This means that God predestined them before He brought the creation into existence and is the same as having their
names written in the “book of life”—

Revelation 20:15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelation 21:27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but
only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

As aresult, they are heirs of God’s inheritance of the eternal Kingdom of God. They are truly a festal gathering,
celebrating God’s grace and salvation, and they will do so for all eternity, first in the millennial kingdom and then on
the eternal earth of Revelation 21-22. This joyous and celebratory group is in contrast to people who were scared out of
their minds at Mt. Sinai because of the possibility of God’s executing His justice on them. Even if the readers’
persecutors are not willing to admit it, such fright should be their perspective. While Jesus is THE firstborn one (cf.
Hebrews 1:6), the author is saying, that, because these believing Jews will inherit the same eternal kingdom as Jesus,
they are firstborn sons also, and Jesus will be their leader. They are on the list of the predestined and chosen, justified
sinners who stand to receive God’s promise of eternal life and then will do so when he returns.

365 ey kprtd Be® mavtmv — Paul’s readers have also come to “God, the Ruler of all.”

It probably makes more sense to interpret the “all” not as all human beings throughout history, but, in the light of the
next part of this sentence, to “all” the sinners who genuinely approach God for His eternal mercy as opposed to those
who are persecuting the readers of this letter from Paul.

kp1r1ig could be translated “judge” or “ruler” (cf. Judges 2:16,18; Ruth 1:1). It also may refer to Jesus, not to the
transcendent Creator, the Father. But I think it makes more sense that Paul does not refer to Jesus until v. 24, so that
this is “God, the Ruler of all,” who sovereignly causes all His people of genuine belief to enter this new Jerusalem of
the millennial kingdom and on into the eternal Kingdom of God on the new earth.

366 ko, "rvevpocty ‘Sikoinv teteletouévov — Here Paul emphasizes that the “all” people over whom God rules are—
1) “spirits” (rvedpoowv), meaning that they are genuine human beings who, in the mind of God and according to His
plans and purposes, have been given the destiny that He has established for them.

2) “justified” (dikaimv), meaning that they stand to be eternally forgiven by God, the Ruler of all these who arrive at
the new Jerusalem of the millennial kingdom, and

3) “who have reached their goal” (tetedeiopévov), meaning that they have gained that which they know is the final
step in their existences on this earth as sinners, i.e., entrance into eternal life. And it is implied that they obtained this
final goal because of having persevered in belief during their earthly existence before death and/or the rapture and first
resurrection. They are in their graves now (or still alive on earth), but they will be resurrected (or lifted from the earth)
to eternal life and morally perfect bodies at Jesus’ return.

So this covers angels, God, and human beings in vs. 22-23.
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367 o Sro0nng véag pesitn ITncod kol aipatt poviicpod kpeittov Aarodvel wapd "tov “ApeA — Here, in v. 24,
Paul adds Jesus to the group of beings to whom his readers have come through the New Covenant as opposed to the
frightening mountain of the Mosaic Covenant.

They have come “to Jesus, the mediator of the New Covenant” (ko S1:0Mxng véag pesitn Inoov), meaning that he is
the high priest of this newer and more effective covenant that is completely separate from and different from the
Mosaic Covenant, because it involves—

Jesus’ “sprinkled blood that speaks better than Abel” (aiipott pavtiopod "kpeittov Aadodvtt Tapd “tov “ABed),
meaning that Abel’s blood, when Cain killed him, cried out for justice, while Jesus’ blood, when the Sanhedrin and the
Romans crucified him, cries out for mercy—and mercy from God that leads to eternal life which is obviously “better”
(xpeirtov) than justice from God that results in eternal death and destruction.

It is interesting that Paul compares Jesus’ blood of the New Covenant with Abel’s, the latter which had nothing to do
with the Mosaic Covenant, instead of with that of bulls and goats that was required under the Mosaic Covenant. This is
why I think the comparison is between justice and mercy, not between a human sacrifice and animal sacrifices.

In other words, this statemenet is about grace and mercy. While Abel’s blood said, “I cry out for vengeance” for myself
(Genesis 4:10-12), Jesus’ blood says, “I appeal for mercy on behalf of others who are sinful human beings,” which is
the main point of Paul’s letter and Jesus’ statement in Luke 23:34 as he was dying on the cross, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they are doing.” And Jesus’ blood works to appeal for mercy in contrast to the blood of bulls
and goats which does NOT work. Paul has been clear that the latters’ blood can point to only Jesus’ blood as the
eternally effective blood.

368 BAémete ui TapotioNGOe TOV AdAoDVTOL €l YOp EKeEIVOL 0VK TEEEQLYOV FEML YHiC TOPOLTNOGUEVOL TOVY
xpnuotilova, ToAb udAlov NUeElS ol TOV & "ovpav@v arootpepouevol — Is Paul referring to God, the transcendent
creator, as the one “who is speaking” (tov Aahodvta) or to Jesus?

The fact that Paul referred last in the previous paragraph to Jesus, and the fact that both Hebrews 1:1-3 and 2:1-4 (as
quoted below) refer to Jesus’ being the means through whom God has communicated His most important message, [
think that it makes more sense to interpret Paul as citing Jesus as the speaker. He is imparting a divine message from
God just as Moses (“him”) imparted God’s message at Mt. Sinai in the form of the Mosaic Covenant. Then, the Jews
experienced God’s judgment under the Mosaic Covenant several times when, for example, God killed many of them in
the desert after God brought them out of slavery from Egypt and/or by expelling them from the land of Israel and they
were taken into captivity by the Assyrians and Babylonians around 700 B.C. and 600 B.C. respectively.

Thus, Paul is exhorting his readers not to “refuse him who is speaking...from the heavens” (rapoirtioncoe tov
AorodvTo ... &r "ovpavdv). And the reason is that “if those did not escape on earth when they refused him [Moses]
who was imparting a divine message, how much more shall we not escape, how much more” (ei yop €xeivor ovk
TEEEQUYOV FEML VTG TOPUITNOGUEVOL TOVT xpnuotilovta, ToAb udAlov) will Paul and his readers not avoid God’s
eternal condemnation and destruction if they refuse to listen to Jesus and submit to and follow his instructions.

The messenger and speaker of God is “from the heavens” in the sense that Jesus is the very embodiment of God and the
Son of God, i.e., God’s proxy within the creation on earth, who is both Messiah and high priest (cf. Hebrews 1:1-3 and
chapters 5-10).

Again, we have the contrast and comparison between Moses as the spokesman for God in regard to the Mosaic
Covenant and Jesus as the spokesman for God in regard dto the New Covenant.

Even though the readers should focus on the celebratory gathering of the angels and of authentic believers as Jesus
comes from heaven so to speak (i.e., from his place of inter-appearance within the creation) to establish the millennial
kingdom, there still remains the fact that God is a God of judgment and condemnation for those who refuse to embrace
His grace and mercy through His divine messenger Jesus. These latter will experience His eternal condemnation and
destruction while believers will enter the eternal Kingdom of God.

Hebrews 1:1 God, after He spoke to the fathers long ago by means of the prophets in many portions and in many ways,
1:2 in the last of these days, has spoken to us by means of the Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, in view of
whom He also made the ages, 1:3a who is the radiance of His glory and the reproduction of His identity.

Hebrews 2:1 Therefore, it is necessary that we pay much closer attention to the things that we heard, lest we drift away.
2:2 For, if the message that was spoken through angeloi became established and every transgression and act of
disobedience received a justifiable response of deserved justice, 2:3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation? After it acquired a beginning to be spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 2:4
as God bore witness with them by means of signs and wonders and various displays of power and by distributions of
the Holy Spirit according to His desire.

369 0% 1 POV TV YV ecGAevceV TOTe, VOV 8¢ emtiyyedton Aéyov 11 Gral eyd "oelcm 0O pévov THV Yiv GAAY KoL
tOv ovpavov — The relative pronoun ov (=whose) is masculine and genitive and, therefore, refers to a masculine noun
before it. Which noun is it? Probably the whole phrase tov &n’ "ovpavdv makes the most sense. But I think this refers
to Jesus, the one who is “from the heavens,” so that Paul means that he is the proxy of God as the human embodiment
of God and, therefore, should be considered as God Himself within the story that He is telling. Consequently, it will be
God who shook the earth when He made the Mosaic Covenant with the Israelites and who will shake it again when
Jesus returns.

Thus, the sound of God’s speaking at Mt. Sinai (“then”) shook the mountain and the earth (o0 1 vy v YAV
ecdlevoev tote) in Exodus 19 because God wanted to communicate not only His mercy, but also His justice. God
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“now has promised” the same kind of shaking that will definitely communicate His justice again at the end of this
temporary history when Jesus returns and at the final judgment and He recreates the earth for the eternal Kingdom of
God (vov 8¢ ennyyertarl Aéyov).

Exodus 19:16 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and
a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
19:17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 19:18
Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because Yahweh descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke
of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. 19:19 When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder,
Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.

Thus, Paul quotes Haggai 2:6-7 to substantiate the fact that God will “shake not only the earth, but also heaven” (é11
drag eymd "ogicw 00 pévov THV Yiv GALG kol TOv 0vpavov) at the final judgment.

Haggai 2:6 “For thus says Yahweh of hosts, ‘Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth,
the sea also and the dry land (227701 *ma;:rnm D'fr‘J&jU‘ﬂkg \Ef’;’ﬂf_b ’JN] N7 OU DON 1Y) (Septuagint — &1
Grag Eyd oeicwm TOV 0VPAVOV KOl THV YRV Kol Thv 8dhacooav kot Thv Enpav). 7 I will shake all the nations; and they
will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,” says Yahweh of hosts.”

God is saying that He will “shake,” i.e., execute His justice and even destroy to a degree, the Gentile nations and Israel
at the second coming of Christ—the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord. The result will be according to Haggai 2 that
there will be a new temple built with great wealth brought to Jerusalem by Gentiles who will want to participate in its
construction. And this will include God’s reconciliation with His people, the Jews.

See Acts 4:31 for a mini-shaking at the time of Jesus’ first coming — Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place
where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word
of God with boldness.

As Paul goes on to say, shaking both the earth and heaven also refers to a new structure and even laws of nature to a
degree for the created realm, first during the millennial kingdom when Jesus will exercise complete hegemony over all
the newly restored Kingdom of Israel and over the whole earth, and second when God produces the brand new creation
of Revelation 21-22 that will contain only immortal and morally perfect human beings.

370 26 8¢ #11 Bwat dnAot [TNv] TOV SaAEVOPEVOV LETEOECLY BG TETOIMUEVOV, Tva peivy To u colevdueva — Here
Paul describes the “transformation of shaken ones” (1@v calevopévov petddesiv), which are the changes to people
that God will produce in the present realm and that will characterize the eternal realm after it. I am interpreting the
neuter “shaken things” as actually people and not inanimate things.

The transformation and change refer initially to the millennial kingdom after the shaking of both the Gentile nations
and the Jewish nation of Israel. The only ones of the Jews who will remain will be the “unshaken ones,” those persons
among the sinful Jews whom God changes inwardly in order that they, “as they have been made” (0g merompuévov),
may align with God’s purposes of both the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants, such that the Jews as God’s people can
and will submit to Him properly as a whole nation. Each one of them will have a changed heart as brought about by the
Holy Spirit within them. And the result will be their belief in and submission to Jesus as their Messiah, King, and high
priest. The “unshaken ones” in the millennial kingdom will also “remain” (ueivn) eternally, even though the people of
Israel and their fellow Gentile believers will not yet be characterized by immortality and moral perfection. But
eventually they will be when God produces the eternal universe and creation of Revelation 21-22.

371810 Pacideioy GGGAEVTOV TOPUAUUPEVOVTES "EXOUEV XGEPLY, U TG "AUTPEVOUEY EVOPESTOC TA BED UETO
“evdafeiag kot déovg’ — The “unshakeable” Kingdom of God (Bacileiav dodrevtov) begins at Jesus’ return, so that
the Jews and the land of Israel will never be subject again to God’s wrath and judgment. Plus, Jesus will rule the whole
world, and no one will dare rebel against him until the end of the millennial kingdom, when, according to Revelation
20, Satan is released to deceive the Gentiles once more for the last time.

At the present moment, our response is gratitude, joy, reverence, and awe as this unshakeable/indestructible kingdom
comes closer and closer. Now we are to pursue living our lives that are given over to loving God, loving others, and
dealing with others truthfully, morally, and wisely even while suffering the training of God.

Philippians 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 2:13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for His good pleasure.

In the above Philippians verses, Paul encourages his readers to work out their salvation with fear and trembling—at
God!!! Not at man. Christians continue to respect God for His justice while appreciating His grace and mercy which
they do not deserve.

Psalm 118:6, “Yahweh is for me. I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced that [nothing] will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

372 rcon youp 6 Bed¢ MUAV TOp katavadickov — God is not only a God of mercy, but also a God of “consuming fire”
(ndp xatavariokov), meaning that He is the utlimate source of judgment and condemnation for those who refuse His
message of mercy and obedience that involves Jesus as Messiah and high priest. To reject His message and follow the
lies of Satan that he has injected into the world is to face the wrath and destruction by God.

Deuteronomy 4:24 “For Yahweh your God is a consuming fire (i1 ?:x YR) (nop katavarickov), a jealous God.”
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373 1 euhadehgio pevéto — This chapter is a list of practical ways that the readers, who are Jewish believers, can serve
God in the midst of the oppression and persecution that they are experiencing (cf. Hebrews 12:28) from their fellow
Jews, who are unbelievers. This list contains ways of serving God that can very easily be ignored by Paul’s readers,
because they may overlook them in the midst of the troubles which they are experiencing. Paul begins with an
exhortation for their care and concern for one another as believers in Jesus as the Messiah to continue.

This is typical of Paul. For example, Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3 —

Ephesians 4:1 Therefore I, a prisoner because of the Lord, encourage you to live in a manner worthy of the calling with
which you have been called, 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, as you bear with one another with patience. With
love 4:3 labor to preserve the unity of the Spirit by means of the mutual bond of shalom.

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as those who are the chosen of God, set apart and loved, certainly put on an inwardness of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 3:13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
whoever has a complaint against someone. Just as the Lord forgives you, so also should you forgive others. 3:14 Above
all these, put on love, which is the bond that makes for reaching the goal (felos) (tfig teletdtnrog). 3:15 And let the
peace/shalom of the Messiah, to which you were called in one body, dominate in your hearts, and be thankful.

374 1fic @rhogeviag ph emAaivOdvecde, St TadTng Yo EAaBSV Tiveg Eevicavieg dyyéhovg — By showing hospitality
and giving lodging to travelers, these believing Jews may have unknowingly taken in people whom he labels as
angeloi, which usually means conventional angels or theophanies. But, here, it makes more sense that they are people
sent to these believers who serve them as messengers of the gospel, so that the travelers eventually become believers
themselves. The travelers are a kind of reverse-messengers of God. They are not doing the serving, but their hosts are.
375 luviiokecOe 1OV SeoUinv B¢ cVVESEUEVOL THY KAKOLYOVUEVOY B¢ KOl 0dTol vieg ev ompatt — Even though
believing Jews have been wrongly put in prison, they are still a part of the “body,” the community of believers.
Therefore, Paul exhorts his readers to visit and encourage them while they are physically separated from their fellow
Christians.

Where would this most likely have happened in the first century in the Roman Empire? Jerusalem? Or somewhere
nearby in the area of the land of Israel proper?

376 7iuog O YGpog eV TEGV Kol 1| KOiTN Gpiciviog, Topvoug yop Kol Lowxove kpivel 6 0edc — Just as God declares in
the Ten Commandments and that Paul mentions in other letters, marriage is a sacred vow between a husband and wife
and should be respected as such—without going outside the relationship to engage in sexual intercourse.

Therefore, willful pursuit of any kind of sexual immorality, including adultery, demonstrates a heart of rebellion
towards God and a lack of appreciation for the value of morality.

And Paul mentions adultery probably because of the incredible decadence of the Roman Empire and maybe the
temptation for these Christians to try to hide by conforming to the culture (even the surrounding Jewish culture?). Thus,
he warns his readers that those who are committed to sexual immorality and adultery will face only the judgment and
condemnation of God, as opposed to those who in the weakness of their humanity have on occasion succumbed to the
temptation to commit immorality.

This may mean too that these Jewish believers are experiencing persecution from Romans as well as from the Jews. But
it should not come as a surprise that religious Jews (just like religious Christians) are involved in sexual immorality like
Gentiles who are entrenched in any pagan culture in the first century Roman Empire.

377 GuAGpyvpog 6 TPOTOC, TEPKOVUEVOL TOIC TUPODOIV. DTOC YO ElpNKEY: 00 Wi} GE GV 0V 0 un o
réykatorinto — Here Paul addresses the temptation that we all face as sinful human beings, that our hearts and minds
are more attached and focused on this world and the material wealth that is available within it than we are on God’s
present provision and His promise of the abundance of a incomprehensible quality of life in the eternal Kingdom of
God.

As a result, the presence of greed within Paul’s readers would be their putting more importance on their material
property than their belief and its eventual result, eternal life, in the midst of being persecuted for their Christianity.
They are having their property taken away from them, and are finding it difficult to survive in a hostile environment.
Certainly, it would be tempting to allow the disappointment from all the loss that they are experiencing to overwhelm
their belief. To desire the eternal Kingdom of God more than what money can get them is Paul’s exhortation here to
these people who are possibly experiencing great loss because of their belief in Jesus.

Certainly, the promises of Deuteronomy 28:1-14 are for Israel and not to Gentiles, so that religious Jews could
convince themselves that their sinful desire for and pursuit of material wealth is morally righteous before God. But Paul
is warning his Jewish readers that they may have crossed the line from obeying the Mosaic Covenant for the purpose of
receiving God’s blessings to succumbing to the sin within them in the fundamental human nature.

But Paul also quotes Deuteronomy 31:6 to the effect that God was stating through Moses that He would fight with them
and for them as they were entering the land of Canaan in order to destroy the people on the land and take it over for
themselves—according to God’s promise five hundred years earlier to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. Paul is using that
statement around 1500 B.C. to encourage his Jewish readers, who are believers, that God will fight with them and for
them against giving up their belief as they are tempted to do in the midst of the intense persecution from Jews that they
are enduring.

Therefore, Paul is using Deuteronomy 31:6 as a reference to the character of God, that He will grant His people (here,
Jewish believers, and by extrapolation, Gentile believers also) the strength to continue to believe authentically in the
face of difficult circumstances that could potentially crush their belief. In other words, Paul is not promising them that
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God will always make sure they have enough physicaly and materially to survive this present existence and never die.
Instead, he is promising them that God will always sustain their belief for the purpose of their entering the eternal
Kingdom of God.

378 hote BoppodVTOC MG Aéyetv, KUplog ol Pondoc, °[kai] od @opnoncouat Tt Tovjcel Lot &vepomog — Paul
quotes Psalm 118:6, where the whole psalm is an exhortation to the Jews as the nation of Israel to be grateful to God
for His goodness and loyal love towards them. Consequently, to think of God as one’s helper (Bon6dg), who cares
about His people, is especially important for Paul’s Jewish readers, who are experiencing such intense persecution from
their own Jewish community. He therefore borrows from the Psalmist the concept of trusting God rather than caring
about what other people think about you or even do to you. Ultimately, all that matters in the midst of the thick and the
thin of human existence is what God’s view of us is in the midst of His caring for us and giving us the strength to
persevere in our faith for His sovereign purposes. ) o

Psalm 118:6 Yahweh is for me. I will not fear. What can man do to me? (278 7 7@L7 1 N8 N7 2 7117
(Septuagint — kUprog euol ondoc, od opnoNcopat Ti TOCEL Lot AVOPWOTOG).

Thus, if God has promised both Jews and Gentiles eternal life, anything that we go through in this life is trivial in
comparison to existence in the eternal Kingdom of God. Anything money can buy is trivial compared to the eternal
future which God has promised us.

379 pvnuovevete TOV TYOVUEVOVY DUBY, 0TTIVEC EAGANGOY DUV TOV AOYOV T0D Be0D, OV dvabewpodveg Thv EkBacty
TG GAvaoTpoPig uipelode Tnv wictv — Assuming these Jews had apostles, maybe even Peter, who originally presented
the NT “message of God” to them (oitiveg eAdAncav vuv Tov Adyov 100 0g00), Paul wants them to remember them as
they led them (uvnuovevete 1@V Myovuévmv vu®dv) and to think carefully about the beneficial outcome of their pursuit
of persevering in belief, i.e., eternal life (Ov dvadenpodvieg Thv xBactv tfig dvactpoefc). At the least, even if these
Christians’ leaders were not actually apostles, they most likely were the first generation of Jewish believers who had
access to and were taught by living apostles and who were eyewitnesses of Jesus ministry, death, and resurrection.

Paul also exhorts his readers to “mimic” and imitate this kind of belief (uipeis8e v wictiv), just as he urged them to
consider the persevering belief of those in the OT. However, the emphasis is on the message and believing it, not on the
leaders per se, as Paul goes on to describe Jesus in v. 8.

For us, we, likewise, should remember the apostles’ and close associates’ documents of the New Testament, because
these are what we rely on to “speak the message of God” to us, so that we, too, should give “careful thought to the end
result of their say of life” and “mimic their belief.” We do not have living apostles and their close associates among us.
But, at least, we have the New Testament—and the Old Testament, too.

380 Incotc Xp1otog exbEc KoL oNuepOV O adTOC Kal g1 Tovg aidvog T — This is probably some sort of indiomatic
expression that refers to the fact that Jesus the Messiah, not the Mosaic Covenant, should be the focal point of their
lives and of the creation even into the future of the eternal Kingdom of God. This is what they should remember. The
message of Jesus does not change and will go on into eternity, while the message of the Mosaic Covenant and the
covenant will come to an end when God has finished fulfilling His promise to Abraham to make his physical
descendants a “great nation” on this earth during the present realm.

3L S18oyaric Torkilag Ko EEvoug U TTapo@épeche KaAdv Yop xapitt Pefotodobot Thv Kopdioy, 00 Ppouacty év
o1g 0vK O@eMidnoav ol "repitatovvieg — Paul calls the teachings of the Jews who are persecuting his readers “various
and foreign” (rowilong xai Eévang), i.e., unbiblical, even though they seem to come from the Bible. These Jews are
missing the point about the Messiah as an ordinary man who suffered death as an offering for sin so that he can act as
high priest at the judgment. They are also focused on only performing the Mosaic Covenant and upholding the
Levitical priesthood, while ignoring Psalm 110:4. In addition, Paul points out that even the Levites’ eating the
sacrifices to God has done and continues to do nothing for their temporal or eternal standing before God.

The contrasting concept is God’s grace that strengthens the human heart (kadov yap xdprtt Beparodobor Thv Kapdiov)
that is not dependent on religious performance of the Mosaic Covenant. Thus, sinful human beings are benefited not by
religious performance and ingesting physical food (o Bpoduaowy v oig 00k d@elidncav), as if these could make a
person worthy of God’s blessings, but by learning about and experiencing God’s independent favor toward them,
relying on only it and not on their religious performance for His kindness, love, and mercy.

The Jews’ offerings to God on the altar of the Mosaic Covenant never have been the basis for receiving His mercy,
which is strictly a gift of His absolute sovereign grace through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

382 gyopev BLGIAGTHPIOV €€ OV PAYELY OVK £X0VGLV °¢Eovaiov ol T oknvij Aatpevoviec — Paul insists that Jewish
Christians worship God at an “altar” different from that of the Mosaic Covenant, which originally was part of the
temporary tent setup in the wilderness. The Jewish Christians’ “altar” is the cross on which Jesus offered himself, given
to them by God, so that they eat this sacrifice by believing Jesus to be the Messiah. In spite of the importance of the
Levitical priests’ function, even they have no right to participate in the eating of this sacrifice as long as they are men
of unbelief and focus strictly on performing the Mosaic Covenant (& ov @ayewv ovk €xovoiy °€€ovoiav ol Tff oKV
AOTPEVOVTEG).

383 Gy yop eo@épetat {OmV TO aipo TEPL GUOPTIOG €1C TG Gyl St TOD APYLEPEDS, TOVTOV TO COUATO,
katakoietal €50 thg tapepBorfic — Here Paul uses an analogy to make the point that something or someone that has
died is then completely destroyed “outside” (€£w) the place of worship and living by the Jews, but this ostracized thing
becomes the means to acquire God’s mercy and forgiveness. Therefore, just as bulls and goats, after being sacrificed in
the temple by their high priest, were then taken “outside the camp” of the Israelites and destroyed by being burned
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during their journey through the wilderness after God had rescued them from slavery in Egypt, so also Jesus was
sacrificed on the cross “outside” the gate” (é£w tijg "tvAng) of Jerusalem.

Again, it is the “outside” element that is important to Paul. For something that is used to worship God for the sake of
obtaining His forgiveness for sins to spend at least part of its time during the prescribed ritual “outside” the place of
living and of worshiping God by the people is for it to be where those who use this thing for forgiveness themselves
need to go to join it/him in their proper worship of God.

Leviticus 4:11 “But the hide of the bull and all its flesh with its head and its legs and its entrails and its refuse, 12 that
is, all the rest of the bull, he is to bring out to a clean place outside the camp (HJH?35 Yﬂﬁ@'7§) (&€o g
nopepBoAfic) where the ashes are poured out, and burn it on wood with fire; where the ashes are poured out it shall be
burned.”

Leviticus 16:27 “But the bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make
atonement in the holy place, shall be taken outside the camp (HJUD‘Z‘ 'r'ﬂﬁ?;"?t_f) (850 g mapepfoiriic), and they shall
burn their hides, their flesh, and their refuse in the fire. 28 Then the one who burns them shall wash his clothes and
bathe his body with water; then afterward he shall come into the camp.”

There was a portion of the animal offerings to God that was considered unfit for offering and was rejected by not only
God but also the people, because the high priest laid his hands on it as transferring the sins of the people to it (Leviticus
16:21).

384 510 ko Inoode, tvo dytdon dud o idiov aipatog 1oV Aadv, Fm g "TOANg énabev — Like the portion of animal
offerings that was rejected by the Jews and taken “outside the camp,” Jesus was rejected by them also, as shown by his
being crucified as a common criminal “outside the gate” of Jerusalem. The Jews were saying that he had no right to
exist among them, because he was impure and defiled, just as God said that the portion of the sacrificed animals had no
right to exist among them. Even God “rejected” Jesus in a sense when He required that he die as a demonstration of His
rejecting unclean portions of offerings and eventually “unclean” Jews whose hearts have not been turned towards God
(by the Spirit of God).

But it is Jesus’ blood and death, not by the blood and death of bulls and goats sacrificed under the Mosaic Covenant, by
which Paul’s readers become set apart from the whole rest of humanity by associating with Jesus and trusting him to be
their king and high priest, thus receiving eternal mercy from God.

385 1olvov eEepydueda TPpog adTOV EEm THC mopeuPoriic TOV HveIdIouOY avToD Pépoviec — By using “camp” (tiig
nopepBoAtic) as an anachronism, Paul is encouraging his readers to go outside (§¢w) the present, erroneous Judaism that
is centered in the earthly Jerusalem and that misunderstands the Mosaic Covenant and Jesus as the mediator of the New
Covenant. Those who are persecuting the Jewish believers have centered their attention on the animal sacrifices of the
Mosaic Covenant as their primary way to obey God, while Paul and the Jewish believers have centered their attention
on Jesus’ sacrifice as the only way to acquire God’s eternal mercy. As the sacrificed animals were rejected by the
Jewish community for obedience purposes, so also Jesus as a sacrificed human being has been rejected by the
unbelieving Jewish community for the sake of believers’ embracing him as the basis of God’s forgiveness and eternal
blessing of life in the Kingdom of God.

Consequently, the Jewish believers will be rejected and feel disgraced by the erroneous Judaism of their day just as that
portion of the animal sacrifice and Jesus were. In other words, if the people of God, the Jews, reject Paul’s readers as
Jesus was rejected, then so be it. They are suffering rejection from their fellow Jews just as Jesus suffered from
rejection from his fellow Jews.

Thus, Paul is exhorting his Jewish, Christian readers to associate with Jesus and his death instead of with bulls and
goats and their deaths.

386 0% yaip Exouev GSe pévovoay TOAV ALY THV LéALovooy emiinToduey — As attractive as it is to call the present
Jerusalem home because it is the very center of Judaism and worship of God through the Mosaic Covenant, it is better
for these believers to consider themselves as outcasts from this present city-state (“here” — ®8¢) and the present Jewish
government on the land of Israel while looking forward to the new and future Jerusalem (tnv péliovoav) of the first
stage of the eternal Kingdom of God, when Jesus returns and sets up his government over the restored Kingdom of
Israel in the same physical location.

In addition, the future Jerusalem will be radically different and better with Jesus as the Jews’ ruler who also exercises
hegemony over the whole rest of the world of Gentiles.

This is what Paul was discussing in Hebrews 11:10 concerning Abraham’s waiting for the city-state whose architect
and builder is God, i.e., the city of Jerusalem and the city-state of Israel of the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.

387 (8 00T0D [00V]' Gvapépopey BusiaY 0ivEsEng S10 TAVTOC TG B, TODT 6TV KOPTOV XEAEDV OLOAOYOVVTMV
1@ ovopatt avtod — Paul is saying that Christians’ offering and “sacrifice of admiration” (Bvciav aivéseng) “to God”
(t® 6e®) and that they do “continually” (§u& mavtog) that comes from their lips (xeidéwv) is the acknowledgement
(ouoroyovvtov) of all that Jesus is about as the Messiah and high priest, i.e., “his name” (1@ dvépatt avtov), thus
praising God for His provision of an eternal king and intercessor at the judgment.

The obvious implication, as Paul has already argued in the body of this letter, is that the animal offerings and sacrifices
of the Mosaic Covenant simply are inadequate to gain God’s love and mercy. They point to the eternally effective
offering to God of Jesus’ crucifixion, which Christians acknowledge not through outward rituals but through inward
praise and worship of God that manifests itself by what they say about God and Jesus in the midst of their obeying the
biblical moral commandments.
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388 1ic 8¢ evmortog Kol T Kowoviag ut emhavedveste toodTang yop Bucicig evapesterton 6 8edg — Paul makes
explicit here that religious rituals such as animal sacrifices are immaterial in the light of Christians’ just “doing good
and sharing” (tfig 8¢ gvmotiog kol T kowvwviog) their love, knowledge, and understanding with one another.

In the midst of Christians’ “bring[ing]” one particular sacrifice to God, i.e., their belief in Jesus, they also bring the
sacrifices and offerings of pursuing morality and caring for one another by sharing what they have that is necessary for
life here on earth, which probably includes in Paul’s mind their knowledge of the gospel and understanding of God
whereby they have an accurate grasp of the New Covenant in comparison to the Mosaic Covenant.

Notice the lack of mention of communion, baptism, spiritual disciplines, or any other religious practice, because these
are completely unnecessary for living out authentic Christianity. Again, it is loving other Christians through good moral
acts that sustain people’s understanding and belief in God that will bring attention to them and puts them in a position
where they are courting persecution and suffering from unbelievers.

389 1elfecBe TOIC NYOLUEVOLS DUDY KO DTEIKETE, GOTOL YOP GYPLTVODOIV VIEP TAOV YOOV DUDY B¢ Adyov
rAmodMoovTES, Tvor HeTO Xopag TODTO TOIRGLY KU UN 6TeVAlovTeg dAvoitedeg yop vuiv todto — Paul indicates that
the leaders of these Jewish believers are certainly continuing to follow the truth of Jesus as Messiah and high priest,
while those whom they are leading are considering giving up their belief and going back to focusing on the Mosaic
Covenant, which is causing the leaders to groan with disappointment (ctevd{ovteg).

Paul wants the leaders to be able to “keep watch over [his readers’] existences” (a0tol yop GypuIVODoLY DIEP TOV
yox®dv vudv) “with joy” (neta xopdg), especially since the leaders “will give an account” (Adyov "dmodwoovteg) of
their work by virtue of seeing how effective on an existential level their proclaiming the gospel will end up being to
those whom they teach. Plus, these readers would be kept from reaching [their] goal (dAvoitereg) of God’s forgiveness
and eternal life if they were to ignore or reject what their leaders are teaching them.

It would definitely be eternally unprofitable for the readers to abandon their belief in Jesus, as Paul has explained in
this letter. And who are these leaders? Are they the same people as in v. 7? Probably not. Otherwise, why repeat this
kind of exhortation. Therefore, these leaders are not those who first presented the gospel to Paul’s readers but those
who are still living with them and are probably having trouble convincing them to stay dedicated to the apostolic
message of the previous leaders of Hebrews 13:7 above.

Again, as regarding Hebrews 13:7 above, I suggest that what Paul is saying here does not directly apply to Christians
after the time of the apostles, because it was only these leaders in his day, who could be trusted to provide the truth of
the gospel as they had been taught it by living apostles like Paul. This becomes clearer when we acknowledge how
many different theologies exist in the various Christian communities and churches throughout the world. Which leaders
are completely in line with the apostles and their understanding of the gospel? Really, only God knows the answer to
this question. This is why it is incumbent on every Christian, i.e., necessary as one’s individual responsibility and duty,
to do his own work in studying and learning the biblical message. In other words, Bible teachers after the death of the
last apostle should be more discussion leaders than teachers.

390 rpocevyecte T mepl HUAV TEWBSUEDD Yop GTL KOANV GuVEIINOLY EYOLEY, EV TEOV KOADG BELOVTEC
avaotpépecdarl — Paul would have his Jewish, Christian readers pray for his co-workers and him (zpocevyecde ™ wept
Nu®v), that they may return to them soon and continue teaching them truth in contrast to what they have been hearing
from the unbelieving Jews (cf. v. 19). Paul is persuaded that his co-workers and he have a good grasp of the gospel
(rpocedyecde T mepl Mudv), so that they are living out their Christianity well in the midst of all their circumstances (ev
noo1v Kaddg €lovieg dvaotpépeshar) and can continue to proclaim the gospel as they should.

This is all something that every Christian should aspire to do—to understand the gospel as well as Paul and to live it as
well as he did.

I repiocotépog 8¢ mapakaAd 10010 Tolficat, Tvo Tdyov dmokatacTadd duwv — Apparently Paul knows these
people personally and has been with them before. Thus, he exhorts his Jewish readers all that much more to pray for his
co-workers and him to be returned to them as soon as possible. And then, obviously, he will be able to help them with
their understanding of the gospel and their working at avoiding giving it up in the midst of the heavy persecution that
they are currently enduring.

392 5 8¢ BeOC THE EPNVNG, O AVAYOYOV EK VEKPAY TOV TOWEV TOV TPOPGTOV TOV puéyav v oipott Stadikng
omVviov, Tov Kuptov Nudv Incodv T — Paul begins an appeal to God with the words “May the God of shalom” (6 8¢
0e0g thig eipnvng), this being the God who brings about eternal peace, security, safety, and completely fulfilling and
meaningful life for sinners whom He rescues from His eternal condemnation. This is the God “who raised from the
dead the shepherd of the sheep” (0 dvayoydv ek vekp@dv TV Towéva T@V TpoPdtev), who is obviously Jesus (as Paul
goes on to say), the one who leads and guides his flock of authentic believers into the Kingdom of God.

He is also “the great one by virtue of the blood of the eternal covenant” (ov p€yav ev aipatt dlednKNg clwviov),
meaning that through his death he is the great high priest who is the basis of the New Covenant, which has eternal
ramifications in that Jesus intercedes for sinners and obtains God’s complete and permanent forgiveness and mercy for
them.

In this way, Paul is speaking of the New Covenant, that saves eternally for both Jews and Gentiles, as opposed to the
Mosaic Covenant, whose purpose is temporary for the people of Israel only to obey and use to teach the Gentiles.

393 atopticon DUGC £V TavTl T Gyadd el TO Toricol TO OEANUN 0HTOD, T TOIDY &V MUV TO EVGPEGTOV EVAOTIOV
0100 1t Incod Xpiotod, @ 1 80Ew €ig Tovg aidvag °[tdv aidvav]y, dufv — Paul’s desire is that God grant his
readers the proper inner condition (xatapticotl vuGg), probably of mind, heart, and spirit, to do what He desires (eig
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10 Totficon 10 O€Anua avtod) just as He grants to Paul and his associates the proper inner condition to be pleasing to
Him as they all move forward to participate in the eternal nature of the New Covenant through and “in view of Jesus
the Messiah” (810 Inoot Xpiotod), who died and was raised from the dead after qualifying to be the Messiah and high
priest of authentic believers.

This is different from a perspective that thinks that God is waiting for people to act first in order that He can work in
their lives. Paul’s view is that God is the one who creates the understanding through hearing the information of the
gospel, the belief in this message, and the perseverance of belief and obedience in sinful human beings, which will
result in their gaining the blessing of eternal life.

And Paul’s desire is that God receive and be the “glory into the ages of ages” (& M §6&a gig T00g aidvog P[tdvV
aidvov])). The word §0&a is the one in the NT that most succinctly points to the incredible and indescribable
grandness and majestic quality of not only God, but also that which He will bring about in the eternal Kingdom of God,
where the existence that people who obtain it will simply be fundamentally awed by what they will experience for all
eternity. It will be so wonderfully different from anything this world has to offer and all the evil that people have
endured and become aware of as a result of their living in this world.

Paul does not use merely the word “eternal” but the phrase “into the ages of ages” (considering that the Majority Text
is correct (cf. Galatians 1:5, “To Him be the glory into the ages of ages”). Thus, the narrative of God will go on with
drama and interest and fascination designed into it for each qualifying human being from age to age to age, etc., i.e., on
into eternity that will never end!

And Paul adds a final “Amen” (=May it happen!!!) to this declaration and desire of his for his readers and ultimately
for their (and his) God.

394 ropokad® 8¢ DUGC, GdEAPOL, TavExeshe TOD AOYOL THE TapaKANGEDS, KoL Yop S10 Bpoyéov eméoTelha, DULY —
Paul encouerages (rapaxoad®) his Jewish Christian readers to “bear with the message of encouragement” (Givéxecoe
100 Adyov Tig mapakAioeng), which he has “written to [them] briefly” (kai yap e Ppayéwv enéoteiia duv),
Briefly? Well, yes, in that there is so much more to the information about Jesus as the Messiah than in this letter. For
example, one could add Romans and Ephesians and Colossians and all the other of Paul’s letters.

Or is Paul referring to just what he is adding to the letter here at the end, in the sense that the body of the letter is a
word of exhortation while the note that he is appending is brief, so that he would prefer to write more on a personal
level? My sense is that it is the former. Paul himself knows how extensive is the information about Jesus, but here in
Hebrews he has focused on just the part about his being a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek for the sake
of his Jewish readers who are undergoing tremendous persecution and need this “message of encouragement” (100
Aéyou T1ig TaPAKANGEWS).

395 yivdokete TOV OOV MUdV TiudBeov dmoredvpévoy, ued ov eov Téytov Epynron Syouor dudg — Either
Timothy alone must have been in prison and yet now has been released, or Paul and Timothy were imprisoned together
and Timothy has been released while Paul is still in prison. My guess is the former, so that Paul has heard word that
Timothy is finally free and he is waiting for him to come to him. Then, when Timothy arrives, the two of them will
travel to visit these Jewish readers—wherever they are. Again, Jerusalem?

3% GoTdoac0E *TEVTOC TOVG TYOVUEVOVS DUAY KoL TAVTOG ToVS Gyiove. domdlovial dudc ol amd Tig Ttaiiog —
Just as in Romans 16 where Paul exhorts the Roman Gentile Christians to greet the Jewish believers who are returning
to Rome and bringing his letter to them, it may be that he is encouraging his current readers to greet their leaders who
are returning with this letter, unless Paul is signaling that he is writing this letter mainly to the followers and not the
leaders since the former are not following their leaders well and are considering abandoning the gospel of Jesus
because of the intense persecution they are enduring.

In addition, the Christians who have traveled from Rome to visit Paul send their greetings to these readers.

I7 1 xépic petd mévimv "oudv. T — Here Paul expresses his desire that all these readers experience God’s grace,
which the NT declares unequivocally is the bottom line of all understanding regarding how sinful human beings
acquire God’s eternal mercy—His unhinderable gracious and independent activity toward them that changes them
inwardly and, with understanding the good news of Jesus, frees them from pursuing religious performance (whether
Jewish rituals within the Mosaic Covenant or Christian as concluded by believers during the last two thousand years or
s0) as the basis for the good standing before God.

Instead, God with His grace works in Christians to cause them to believe the truth, obey the truth, and persevere in their
belief and obedience in order to qualify for His blessing of entering the eternal Kingdom of God when Jesus returns.
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