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President’s Remarks 

Total Eclipse Edition 

Weather for the Colleyville Car Show was a nice, warm, and somewhat 

windy day.  Attendees enjoyed the food trucks, live bands, and variety 

of interesting cars. Three Studebakers were displayed, along with a 

very nice AMC AMX (another orphan brand). The meeting and lunch 

went smoothly, as we literally had the restaurant to ourselves! Mem-

bers voted to authorize Ray to present our bid for the 2026 Interna-

tional Meet. Spring is a great time to be out in the shop. I encourage 

you to get your Studebaker in running condition. I hope to have my 

current project (new dash, wiring, and console) finished within the 

next two weeks. Pate Swap Meet and Good Guys Car show is April 26-

27 at Texas Motor Speedway. Our May meeting will be back in Fort 

Worth, hosted by Mark Chambers. Details to follow  

mailto:yendor1955@gmail.com
mailto:rswatts47@gmail.com
mailto:1301bac@att.net
mailto:chartrain@gmail.com
mailto:ntreaster@gmail.com
mailto:ntreaster@gmail.com
mailto:ntreaster@gmail.com
mailto:ntreaster@gmail.com


Minutes of the North Texas Studebaker Drivers Club April 13, 2024 
 
President Eddie Ranne called the meeting to order. Minutes of the March meeting can be reviewed in the 
March newsletter. The C.A.S.O. Drawing was won by George Jensen.  
Leon Carpenter gave the treasury report. He said 26 members are late paying their dues. It was suggested 
that unpaid members' names be listed in the newsletter to notify them. Also we could call them on the 
phone to invite them back.  
Ray Chartrand reported facts and figures of previous International Meets and what we might expect when 
we host the 2026 meet. 
Mike Dorn made a motion for Ray to prepare a presentation to the National Studebaker Drivers Club board 
for the North Texas Club to host the 2026 International Meet. Frits Poppe made the 2nd. The motion was 
voted on and it  passed.  
Eddie asked for members to suggest fun things to do like riding the Tarantula Train during the 2026 Inter-
national Meet.  
Eddie wants suggestions for a company who can create a website for information about the International 
Meet in North Texas.  
Ray started a North Texas Studebaker Drivers Club Facebook page.  
Eddie said there is a Facebook page for Texas car shows.  
Eddie suggested using the national roster to identify local Studebaker owners who are not North Texas 
members. April 26th -27th Good Guys car show and the Pate swap meet 25th- 27th.    
 North Texas Motor Speedway.  

We need a member to plan the June and July meetings. Jim McMeans asked for volunteers to drive a 
courtesy cart at Pate swap meet. Email Jim at jrmcmeans@sn.com.  

Lunch was at Bellissimo Italian Restaurant in Colleyville. 

Attendees 
 
Rick Watts  Jim McMeans 64 GT Hawk  Keith Jenkins 
Adriane Jenkins Fritz Poppe    Leon Carpenter 
George Jensen Jack Melton 51 Bullet Nose Rufus Nicholson Guest 
Bob MacLeod Gayle MacLeod   Edward Will 
Mike Dorn  Ray Chartrand 63 GT Hawk Gary Meek 53 Starliner  
Eddie Ranne  Ken Bruce 
 
A Friendly Reminder 

It is always a challenge for our membership chairman to keep track of our members as to who is current or 

overdue. If you’ve paid your dues for this year, and we’ve somehow missed recording it, please let us know  

If you see your name here, it means you are delinquent in your dues & may be sent to a Studebaker prison 

near you. Seriously though folks, some of you say you only pay when you receive an invoice. Consider this 

your invoice. We haven’t mailed out invoices in years, if ever! The last page of this newsletter has always had 

info on how & where to pay your dues. Make a check payable to North Texas Studebaker Drivers Club. We’d    

also appreciate hearing from you if you no longer want to be a member. The following are past due: 

George Carter,  John Caldwell, Alice Cushman, Gary Evans, Brian Fraley, Jim Johnson, Michael Kelley,          

Oat Kutcha, Doug Martin. Jeff McKellen, Jack Melton, Glen Mihills, Jack Neal, Steve O’Kelley, Tom Pecena, 

Robert Philippon, Pat Potts, Robert Stewart, R W Thornton, Ashby Toulmin, Russell Vincent, Hewitt Wheless, 

James T Yates, Richard Yeats, Andy Yuhas  
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Editor’s Remarks 

It’s not from a lack of trying folks. At 10:00 PM on Friday I was bolting the unfinished hood back onto my 63 Hawk to attend 

the car show the following morning. I figure we’re a drivers club & I certainly wasn’t looking for any award except perhaps the 

ugly duckling award. It was also refreshing to have fellow Studes along for once. It would have been nice if we could have all 

parked together but hey 4 is better than 1. 

Jack Melton, a new club member had his beautiful 51 Commander on display. Jack has also volunteered to be the get away car 

at the local Studebaker family wedding in early May. I suggested to Jack that although his car may sound “sporty” with a hole 

in the muffler, that he may want to replace it to not gas out the bridal party! 

I get a bigger charge having someone stop to ask about Ruby than seeing a $300 K Porsche that just came off the showroom 

floor win the best car award. How many brand new identical red Corvettes is one too many?  

As for the International meet, I was appointed to present our proposal to the board in Dubuque this June 

We will propose to host the  62nd  International meet in Denton Texas from May 19 to 23, 2026 

Our original proposal was for June 2025 but that was taken by a club back east. 

We are 2 years out but store this event in the back of your mind as it will take a village to pull this off successfully. Think of 

potential sponsors or advertisers that could contribute to the income producing side of this venture. Many think that revenues 

come from registrations but that’s not the case as that money goes to national & the registrar. We are left to generate income 

from side events such as the swap meet, an auction, excursions and events like perhaps a sock hop, ice cream social, Friday 

drive to the town square etc. Any & all ideas are welcome. 

Since I’m standing on my soap box, an area of the club we fail in miserably is social media.  We are the worlds best kept secret 

as no one knows we exist or how to get ahold of us. Google the club and you’ll see info that is probably 20 years old & obvi-

ously wrong. 

We used to have a web site that was hosted by Hemmings but that was dissolved and we no longer have a site. Social media 

such as Face Book, Twitter Instagram etc. are the areas people nowadays search for info. Guess what? We don’t exist as we’re 

not there.  

I have seen many Studebakers for sale in the DFW area that are not club members. How can they be if they can’t find us. 

I recently launched a Face Book group for our club. I also actively update events on the new Group Works portal that is      

available to all. 

If you are tech savvy or have a sibling that would like to put our club on the world stage, please contact myself or club presi-

dent Eddie Ranne 

At our house we were all prepared for the 

eclipse including my buddy Ollie 

 Ruby being reassembled at 10:00 pm 



Members at April Monthly Meeting 
Unusual to have an entire restaurant to ourselves 



Jack Melton, a new member had his 51 Bullet Nose on display 

Gary Meek’s 53 & Jim McMeans 64 Studes made an attractive pair Ray Chartrand’s 63 Hawk alone in the back lot 

This document is our charter 

dated Dec 23, 1967 

We’ve been around for a 

while! 



Studebaker International Committee Report 

The committee consists of Ray Chartrand, Eddie Ranne, Fritz Poppe & Kevin McKinney 

The mandate of the committee is to investigate all possible venues & issue a report to our club members on 

the feasibility of holding an International Meet in DFW 

Our initial goal was to host the 2025 meet but that has now changed to 2026 as a chapter back east want to 

hold it near Pittsburg 

To date, we have investigated locations, sites and hotels and visitor bureaus in hopes of preparing a tentative 

budget to present to the club & vote on whether or not to hold the event. 

Several sites  were looked at but all were cost prohibitive such as Texas Motor Speedway at $30 K/day 

Our best bet to date seems to be a fair ground with Denton currently in the running 

We visited the grounds & were quoted rates on the entire site or a la carte. The entire site is the way to go 

but not cheap at $2.5K/day or $15 k for the 5 day event 

We also met with Embassy Suites as our host hotel.. It is perfect with complimentary breakfast, free happy 

hour drinks & plenty of parking. 

We met with Denton Visitor bureau who can arrange overflow hotels, local tours, help secure the square for 

a Studebaker parade & various local outings. 

We are guaranteed by national to see a $5K profit. Most clubs in recent times have made many times that 

amount. Our goal is not to generate revenue for the club but rather assist in the continuation of this event. 

Strong marketing, advertising & sponsorship are the keys imho to generating revenues from this event.  

We are fortunate in having a club member who has volunteered to oversee this aspect of planning the event. 

It will take an army to host the event but we have commitments from a good many of you as well as assis-

tance form neighbor clubs  

We will visit & promote the venue to these clubs in the future. 

AS noted in the minutes, I will make a formal submission to the board at this year’s International Meet in 

Dubuque in June. Once approved, I will revisit with the club to move forward. Keep posted! 

 

 



Interesting if not Actually True 





May 1973 Edition of our newsletter The Wheel 



More May 1973 Info 



Good Reference Material 

Contributed by unknown on Face Book 



Since you're the keeper of the flame I thought you'd be interested in this.  The engine builder that is work-

ing on my Studebaker V8 sent me these pictures of some "NOS" rods ordered from Studebaker Interna-

tional.  The "NOS" rod below has the remains of a spun bearing welded to the bearing surface.  NOS rods 

don't come with pinch bolts.  The packaged "NOS" rods look used and came with and without pinch 

bolts.  When I called Studebaker International saying I was returning the rods for credit, the lady I talked to 

was apologetic.  We'll see how the credit will go.  

 

Eddie Ranne’s hand fabricated dash for his 53 Studebaker resto mod 

Member Activities 

Ken Bruce’s Tale of Woe 



Humor 



Calendar of Events 

Monthly meetings are typically held on the 3rd Saturday of the month with locations varying throughout 

the metroplex. Tire Kicking starts around 11:30 with lunch at noon & the meeting thereafter.  

Many meetings offer informative presentations of interest to our members  

Members are encouraged to host an event at one of their favorite locations 

Apr 25-27 Good Guys & Pate swap meet at Texas Motor Speedway 

May 18 Mark Chambers to host in Fort Worth  -  details to follow 

May 23-25 DFW Swap Meet Traders Village Grand Prairie 

June 25-29 SDCI Dubuque IA                     

July 26—28 Hill Country Swap Meet LBJ Park Fredericksburg 

Nov 15 –16 Southwest Swap Meet Lone Star Park Grand Prairie 



62nd Studebaker Drivers Club  

International Meet 

Denton Texas 

May 19 to 23, 2026 




