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iI's with deep sadness that we ri9pla, <

Worth, on December 16, 2024, t i s
1933, in Dirgin, TdW.a®,ndt Al Wwial |

A proud Texan, R.W. graduated f h ¢
of Science iIin Industrial Arts f fs S
ence degree from Okl ahoma St at 1¢
earning a Doctor of Educati on froec
A proud alumnus of Kappa Si gma ce
shispc,hol arship, and brotherhood I
fessor at North Texas State Uni he
l ndustrial Technology, where h [0
R.W. was known for his quick wi i i s
otelling a good joke. He had a particular fopdn
tion for quality craftsmanship and cl assic degsi ¢
R. W. is survived by his wife, Shirl ey, andultileir
Sevier and husband Steve of Oak Point, TWamasl, De
Texas; and Marcella Dill and husband Greg of |Oil
| arge and |l oving extended family, including 0 ¢
Mitchell and wife Danielle, Brett Sedusetri,n,Toda lel
Knight, Coleman Dill, Morgan Dill , eaendhDRr agytegan I
grandchil dren.

R.W. was preceded in death by his parents an hi
membered for his steadfast | ove of country, i S
A celebration of Iife wild!l be hel d -din 0®u rPdVa Dne

Shi &8l eeyome at 5909 Wedgmont Circle North, For w
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< browne auto salvage
All Posts People Groups Photos Videos Pages Places Events Marketplace

Here's my another interesting inventory of STUDEBAKER AND PACKARD PARTS available in
great condition let us know what ever parts you're looking for even if it's not posted on our
site, we still have a bunch of parts available we'll ship if need be.

Contact Browne Auto Salvage
or send us a message on messenger
*Location/ sunset TX... See more

Home Video Friends Marketplace Notifications Menu
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THE MAN WHO TRIED TO SAVE
STUDEBAKER: SHERWOOD H. EGBERT

In 1961, 40 year-old Sherwood Egbert took on an impossible task: saving Studebaker.

Sherwood Harry Egbert (1920-1969) had one of the shorter tenures as chief executive in
Studebaker history—less than three years—but in that time he made a major impact on the
company. In his aggressive efforts to revive the stuggling car brand, his initiatives included the
introduction of disc brakes, superchargers, a redesigned Lark, the Wagonaire, the Gran
Turismo Hawk, and the Avanti. None of these bold moves, together or separately, were
enough to keep the automaker in business, as it turned out. But realistically, that was never in
the cards. Egbert had arrived too late.
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Sherwood Egbert (left) with Raymond Loewy, 1963 Avanti introduction

In truth, when the Studebaker-Packard Corporation’s board of directors chose Egbert to run
the company in January of 1961, saving the Studebaker car brand was not on the top of
their task list. Rather, he was directed to streamline operations and diversify the company
through acquistions to limit its exposure in the auto industry. And that he did, acquiring STP
Oil Treatment, Franklin Refrigeration, and Paxton Products, among others. As the board saw
it, with less than a 2 percent market share the prospects for Studebaker in the car business
were dismal at best.

Egbert didn’t see it that way, as soon he was throwing both arms around the automotive
operations. A major in the U.S. Marines in World War I, at six feet, four inches he was a
dynamic presence: According to Time magazine, the 40 year-old was known as “Mr. Go-Go-
Go” in his previous job running the McCulloch Corporation. One of his first tasks was to visit
1,300 Studebaker dealers personally where, as a fully rated pilot, Egbert took the right seat
in Studebaker’s corporate aircraft.
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INANARGLUIS MOTOR SPLLOWAY, MAY 30, 15

Indianapolis Motor Speedway owner Tony Hulman (left) and Sherwood Egbert with the 1962
Indy 500 pace car, a Lark Daytona Convertible.

With no hope of resuscitating the dead Packard brand, the company’s name was shortened
to the Studebaker Corporation. To reinvigorate Studebaker’s aging product line, Egbert
engaged his friend, industrial designer Brooks Stevens, to upsize and restyle the 1962 Lark
and to repackage the Hawk as the striking Gran Turismo Hawk. From Raymond Loewy and
Associates, Egbert commissioned a radically styled fiberglass GT called the Avanti, designed
in just five weeks in a bungalow in Palm Springs and rushed into production for 1963.
Superchargers by Paxton (another Studebaker division) were available across the board in
'63, along with disc brakes by Bendix, a neighboring South Bend company.

While all these developments were exciting at the time and so memorable today, they failed
to reverse the automarker’s rapid decline. Sales fell another 22 percent in '63 and the
company repoted a loss of nearly $17 million. Egbert, who'd been diagnosed with stomach
cancer a year earlier and had undergone several operations, stepped down on November
24, 1963. Just 26 days later, the board shut down vehicle production in South Bend, though
assembly continued on a limited basis in Canada though March of 1966. Despite his serious
illness, Egbert outlived Studebaker as a carmaker, passing away on July 30, 1969. He was
49 years old.
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