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Thanks to Ray for setting up the January Meeting. Everyone seemed 

to enjoy Istanbul Grill.  

I greatly appreciate Nick’s work in developing our new website.      

Having a web presence is necessary in this digital world.  If you have-

n’t checked it out yet, explore the new site at NTXSDC.com. 

Although there are still bargains to be found, auction prices of Stu-

debakers are rising. Top notch restomod Studebakers are bringing 

big bucks, as are original Golden Hawks. I want to encourage every-

one to get their Studebakers finished up and ready for the spring car 

shows. My dash 2.0 project is in primer and ready for color and clear 

coat. I bought all my paint and supplies from The Coating Store 

(www.thecoatingstore.com) and have been very satisfied. They have 

a wide range of automotive paint and supplies at very reasonable 

prices. They also ship very quickly.  

If you attend car shows, make sure you have a few of the cards Ray 

printed up. When you see a Studebaker, put your contact info on the 

card, and leave it under the windshield wiper. I look forward to see-

ing everyone in February. Stay warm!! 

President’s Message 
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Minutes of the North Texas Studebaker Drivers Club 

                January 18, 2025, at the Istanbul Grill 
  
The meeting was called to order. Secretary Rick Watts read the minutes of the November 16 meet-
ing. Leon said 25 members paid their dues at the November meeting. Eddie said $200 

was donated at the November meeting for the local food bank charity. Eddie has membership forms, 
if anyone hasn’t filled one out, please attach your check.  We need to work on recruitment. 
  
On December 14, Ray and Gary went to meet with Mark Brians and the Central Texas Chapter in 
Bryan Texas to deliver the almost 60 Teddy Bears Ray collected. In all, they collected 363 bears 
which were donated to the Texas Highway Patrol! 
They said they would help our club with our commitment to sponsor the 62nd International Meet to 
be held in September of 2026. .                                                                                                         
Ray said we have 9 Months to submit our final proposal to National to get it approved. We still 
don’t have an acceptable location. If you have a suggestion for a meeting location contact 
Ray.  Central Texas Club suggested Waco as a location. They offered to help put together goody 
bags, man sales tables and financially or any way they can. 
 
Nick is working on our website on GoDaddy. It’s up and running and can be found at 
NTXSDC.com. Once it is well established and any corrections made, Nick will start working on the 
international meeting page. 

  
Ray handed out Studebaker windshield stickers that he made and calling cards to hand to prospec-
tive members. 
The Decatur swap meet will be February 21 thru 23. 
The Pate swap meet, April 24 thru 26. At Texas motor speedway. 
Good Guys swap meet, April 25 & 26 also at Texas Motor Speedway.            
Next club meeting is planned at Kip Motors in February. 
Mark Chambers is working on a future meeting at an auto museum in Meridian  Texas. 
 

Attendees:  15  Studebaker Driven 

 
Rick Watts 

Tom & Kathy Arenson 

Bob & Gayle MacLeod 

Rodney Murphy                     Avanti  85 

Ray Chartrand                        63 GT 

Gary Meek 

Mike Dorn 

Ken Bruce                             ‘53 Commander 
Eddie Ranne 

Leon Carpenter                     ’53 Commander 
Bella Carpenter   
George Jensen 

Ed Will 



Editor’s Remarks 
Let me begin by wishing everyone a Happy & Healthy New Year. 

Thank you president Eddie Ranne for your continued leadership & efforts to invigorate & grow the club in 

times of attrition. 

We’re not getting any younger & the gap between current & potential new members is huge. 

A huge shout out goes to Jim McMeans a behind the scenes guy who keeps the newsletters printed & 

mailed each month at his own expense. 

To those of you receiving the printed version you should take time to thank Jim. Your subscription to the 

club only covers a small portion of the cost to print & mail the newsletter each month 

Another shout out goes out to Nick Treaster who has resurrected our club website. This will become even 

more important as a communique with our upcoming International meet in 2026. 

Although 2 years out, the meet will require many hands & minds to put it all together. We have 4 people 

currently on the International planning but will need many more as the date draws closer. Off hand I can 

think of the need for:  

• Tour organizers for bus tours to  the Fort Worth Stock Yards, Billy Bob’s, downtown Dallas, Sam Pack 

museum, & surroundings etc. 

• Social event organizer for example a line dance or western music at one of the dinners, a contest of 

some sort such as newly married contest but older. 

• Hospitality suite coordinator 

• Safety committee chairman for security & emergency contact information. 

• We should all be thinking of potential advertisers for the event catalog we’ll be handing out. 

Central Texas has offered to assist in any way they can. One suggestion is for them to assemble goody bags.  

A short video clip of what we have to offer will also be a big asset. 

We handed out business cards at the meeting. If you weren’t present & would like some contact me & I’ll 

mail some. The  idea is if you see a potential member or his car, give him a card with your contact info. If 

not present slip it in his car window. 

There are many more Studes in the area then we’re aware of judging by thew number available for sale on 

social media. 

The bug in my bonnet this year will be to encourage members to drive their cars. They don’t have to be per-

fect & we all carry tools to help in the event of a mishap. The few Studes that occasionally show up at local 

car events are all well worn & have patina. That’s fine by me as at least their cars are out for people to see 

& enjoy. 

Ride along with another member in his car. Until recently, I had never ridden in the back seat of Ruby.  



North Texas Studebaker Drivers Club 2025 

4 Studes braved the cold for our 1st meeting of 2025 

Tire kicking at its finest! 



 Ed Will, Rodney Murphy, Bob MacLeod          Gary Meek 

 Leon Carpenter, Mike Dorn, Rick Watts       Bob MacLeod 



Fine Dining at Istanbul Grill in Arlington Texas 



Conversations, Reading Minutes &  Conducting Meeting  

&  

Secretary Rick Watts 

Club President Eddie Ranne 

Leon & Bella Carpenter 

Gary Meek  George Jensen 

Waitress 



We’re Back & Better Than Ever 
Thanks to Nick Treaster for launching our new website. It is interactive & promises to be a 

valuable tool for our upcoming International meet. Use it to stay abreast of current club 

events & items for sale. 

 

www.NTXSDC.COM 



Contributed by Gary Meek 



Do you know your late 40’s ? 









Credit Studebaker Drivers Club 



Calendar of Events 

Monthly meetings are typically held on the 3rd Saturday of the month with locations varying throughout the 

metroplex. Tire Kicking starts around 11:30 with lunch at noon & the meeting thereafter.  

Many meetings offer informative presentations of interest to our members  

Members are encouraged to host an event at one of their favorite locations 

Jan 18  Istanbul Grill South Arlington  Host Ray Chartrand 

Feb 15  Next club meeting is planned at  Kip Motors  Host The MacLeods 

February 21 thru 23 The Decatur swap meet  

March TBD 

April TBD 

April 24 thru 26 Pate Swap meet at Texas Motor Speedway. 

April 25 & 26 Good Guys swap meet also at Texas Motor Speedway.            

Mark Chambers is working on a future meeting at an auto museum in Meridian  Texas. 

 

Studebaker International Meet 2025 

The 61st Annual SDC International Meet is being hosted by the Allegheny Region Chapter of the SDC          

and will be held in Washington County, Pennsylvania, September 16-20, 2025.  

 

Studebaker International Meet 2026 

The 62nd Annual SDC International Meet is being hosted by the North Texas Chapter of the SDC                  

and will be held in the DFW area Texas, September 23-26, 2026. *** 



Are prices finally rising or wishful thinking? 

Old School Stude Power 



Studes at Bonneville Salt Flats 

Is that Eddie’s in the foreground? 



Humor 



Service & Repair 

Since 1991, our goal is to be the premier source providing you with the parts, expertise and information required to 

restore and maintain your British and Domestic exotic vintage vehicle(s) to the highest level of authenticity and 

originality. 

2127 Crown Rd, Dallas, TX 75229, USA  

+1 (972) 243-0440 Local & International       (888) 243-0440 Toll Free US & CN 

Monday-Friday : 9am to 6pm CST 

Saturday : By Appointment Only 

Emergency Towing Service : Dallas Discount Towing (214) 941-1221  

KIP Motor Company 



You must be a member of SDC to belong to a local club 

https://studebakerdriversclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/SDC-Membership-Application.pdf 

  Mail application along with dues payable by cash or check to : 

  Leon Carpenter 5711 Highgate Dr.  Arlington Tx  76016-1532 

  Check made out to North Texas Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club 

We welcome you to  our club where dues are $20.00 per year. 

 

Signature   Date    SDC Membership # 

mailto:https://studebakerdriversclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/SDC-Membership-Application.pdf?subject=SDC%20membership%20application%20form

