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AD-DAJJAL

NARRATIONS REGARDING AD-DAJJAL
Muslim has reported on the authority of Hudhayfah bin Usayd
al-Ghifarl that the Prophet H said:

.oU jt+S' APLJ! ^The Hour will not be established until you see ten signs.

He mentioned: (1) The smoke, (2) the Dajjal, (3) the Beast, (4) the
sun rising from the west, (5) the descent of ‘Isa bin Maryam (6)
Gog and Magog, (7, 8, 9) three landslides: a landslide in the east, a
landslide in the west, and a landslide in the Arabian Peninsula, and
(10) the last is a fire that emerges from Yemen, pushing the people
to their place of assembly.

In another narration:

•7^' IJ :
then tenth: a violent wind that drives the people into the ocean.1•••

Muslim has reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the

Sahih Muslim 2901
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THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

Prophet US said:
« e-

C Oh>-w\JI^t- z
. S>-\ A^2J <.L[*}\ J^\ j (.l^Jj*J* Q*

Hasten to do actions before six: the Dajjal, the smoke, the Beast of
the earth, the rising of the sun from its place of setting, a general
affair (the Day of Judgment), and the specific affair of one of you
(death).2
Muslim reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet
Ht said:

t

J? o* 0~̂ 5\ £ jii? \ji?- LS®

Cfrj-

There are three affairs after whose emergence it will not benefit a
person to have imdn if he did not have imdn or work righteousness
before. They are: the rising of the sun from its place of setting, the
Dajjal, and the Beast of the earth.3
On the authority of ‘Imran bin Husayn, who said, “I heard the
Messenger of Allah iS saying:

. JU- jJl QA JS1 ji>- £PLJ! fLi (ol jU- Qf ) U
“‘There is not between the creation of Adam and the establishment
of the Hour an affair greater than ad-Dajjal.> »4

In the hadith that is agreed upon, on the authority of Abdullah, the
Prophet Hf said:

f. z

. LiUs L& <u*p

d\j

Indeed, Allah will not be hidden from you. Indeed, Allah is not

2 Sahih Muslim 2947
3 Sahih Muslim 158
4 Sahih Muslim 2946
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The Dajjdl

one-eyed, while al-Masih ad-Dajjal is one-eyed and blind in his
right eye. His eye is like a floating grape.5
On the authority of Anas, the Prophet ft said:

f. f . S g. f.

There was no prophet except that he warned his ummah against the
one-eyed liar. Indeed, he is one-eyed and your Lord is not one-eyed.
Written between his eyes will be the word “kafir” ( jal£).6
On the authority of Abu Hurayrah, who said that the Prophet ft
said:

^ f, s.

. jldl 4JL>JI Igjl JJJSJ ijhJlj JliUj

t.J^P! Ail AJ L*

<bh
^ jAjl Lô

Indeed, I shall narrate to you the speech regarding ad-Dajjal which
no prophet has mentioned to his ummah. Indeed, he is one-eyed.
And he will bring something which resembles Paradise and Fire.
That which he says is Paradise is really Fire. Indeed, I warn you just
as Nuh warned his people against him.7
On the authority of Hudhayfah, the Prophet ft said:

Li $A* dljj ^AJl Uli C)\
? . * ^dÂ • C * AP (^Ail Ulj c

. J^AP £U 4jU cijb dljj ĉ AJl ^JLli

j

Indeed, the Dajjal will emerge and he will have water and fire along

5 Sahib al-Bukhdri 7407 and Sahih Muslim 169; Ibn al-Athlr said, “Al-habbah at-tafi'ah
from amongst the grapes is the one that protrudes beyond the limit of the other grapes in
the cluster.” Jami al-Usul 10/346).
6 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7131; Sahih Muslim 2933.
7 Sahih al-Bukhdri 3388; Sahih Muslim 2936.
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THE FITNAH OF DAJJAL & GOG AND MAGOG

with him. As for that which the people perceive to be water, it is
really fire—it bums. As for that which the people perceive to be fire,
it is indeed fresh, cold water. Whoever from amongst you encoun-
ters this, then let him go into that which he sees to be fire, for indeed
it is good and fresh water.8
Muslim added:

' f t i f

Indeed, the Dajjal has one of his eyes wiped away. A piece of flesh
is over it.9 There will be written between his eyes “kafir ” Every
believer will be able to read it, whether he is literate or illiterate.10

Likewise, on the authority of Hudhayfah, the Prophet

SjLi .JLJ
St said:

j^pi

. ,13 jJ

Ad-Dajjal is one-eyed, only able to see from his left eye, and his hair
is curly and abundant.11 He will have with him a Paradise and a Fire.
His Fire is actually Paradise and his Paradise is actually Fire.12

On the authority of an-Nawwas bin Sam’an, who said, “The
Messenger of Allah H mentioned ad-Dajjal and said:

c—Jj 0\j dli blj Ojc

Li 4jI . AU IJ C 4-̂ -oij
J*

ijy\ic

IjiJi AS" Q i A^
_Lil ^

8 Sahih al-Bukhdri 3450; Sahih Muslim 2934. This is the wording of Muslim.
9 Ibn al-Athlr said, “It is a piece a flesh that grows in a deformed manner, and perhaps it
extends until it covers something completely.” (An-Nihayah Ft Gharib al-Hadith 3/158).
10 Sahih Muslim 2934
11 Ibn al-Athlr said, “Jufal ash-shar d^)
Nihayah Ft Gharib al-Hadith 1/280.)
12 Sahih Muslim 2934

‘having abundant hair.’” (An-means
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The Dajjal

l yA ^J\y>- IgjU - < A-g-SvJl 3 ^Jp

. \yij\i : A!J! ^LP b . NLÔ OIPJ IĴ OJ ol*i c ^LjJ!

AL>- ^-JLP ^
“‘Indeed, if he were to come out while I am amongst you, then I
would face him on your behalf, and if he comes out while I am not
amongst you, then every person will be a defendant of his own self;
and Allah is the protector of every Muslim. Indeed, he is a youth
with curly hair, and his eye is floating. I liken him to ‘Abdul-‘Uzza
bin Qattan. Whoever from amongst you encounters him, then
let him recite upon him the opening verses of Surah al-Kahf, for
indeed, they will be a protection for you from his fitnah. Indeed, he
will emerge at Khullah, between Sham and Iraq. He will go about
right and left. O slave of Allah, be firm!’

“We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how long will he remain on the
earth? 5 He said:

S* «

“‘Forty days. One day is like a year, and one day is like a month.
One day is like a week, and the rest of his days will be similar to
your days.’

“We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, the day which is similar to a year—
will one day of prayers suffice us?5 He said:

. djJi 4J IjjJil . M
“‘No. Estimate it and then pray it (accordingly).’

“We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how fast will he travel throughout
the earth? 5 He said:

fjJJ i jfriS

cis*
* * , f-. ĵ >\y>- oXdj clji C-J

C ^ *P C-5

* t

^ c •<>» £.b o— I • 4J
jlS" U

t-
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THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

: L^J Jyj ^ ^ I.Q Â A

* aUibu-4 ^P-b ^ S

o^P-b (, j^\ CL^M*JIJ A i j - p ** cUL-*i

j 31 jA .dl^w2J J-W^j tj-i*®

^Ô -W*4 c -̂ U^Jl SjluJl -UP J J~J

$ ' ' s. t- e-
As>x5 4xij lilj c^Ui Â J \J \]p\]p lil .^>Jl«

.oi* 'Vi 4»w^ij

4JL*Z& . ZjjyS'

^>- j>\

J! AUI ^C*

?-s d»
t. *

>~\ ^1P IJW^ IJ
-i>o ^lS3 . jiJill

CAJJSJ . ii^ A~*iij

J

4J*4CO dr*

. <thJL$ c -0 C-PLJ A5"JJU ^X>-

^ j^P tAJL* 4-Ul ^ ^ jt.A./Zfc J3 CJ* J! LS-̂ i/*^ -
“‘Like a cloud driven by the wind. He will come to a people and
call them, and they will believe in him and they will respond to
him. So he will command the sky and it will bring forth rain. He
will command the earth and it will bring forth vegetation, and their
crops will be able to grow. Plus, they will be taller than what they
used to be and more abundant and fruitful. Then he will come to
another people; he will call them, but they will reject whatever he
is saying. He will turn away from them, and their property wealth
will leave along with him, and there will not remain anything from
their wealth in their hands. He will pass by a destroyed township
and say to it, ‘Bring out your treasures!5 And its treasures will follow
him like swarms of bees. And he will call a man filled with youth
and strike him with a sword, cutting him into two pieces. And he
will place those two pieces at a distance. Then he will call the man
and he will come back laughing, having his face gleaming with joy
and bliss. And while he is like this, Allah will send al-Masih, the
son of Maryam, and he will descend at the white minaret to the east
of Damascus wearing two lightly dyed garments, placing his hands
upon the wings of two angels, with water dripping from his head;
and whenever he raises his head or lowers his head, drops like pearls
will scatter from it. There will be no disbeliever who smells the scent
of his breath except that he will die, and the smell will reach as far
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The Dajjal

as his eye can see. He will pursue the Dajjal and catch him at the
gate of Ludd,13 and he will kill him. Then ‘Isa will come to a people
whom Allah had protected, and he will wipe their faces and speak to
them regarding their places in Paradise.

Muslim also narrated the hadlth of Abu Said regarding the killing of
this man and bringing him back to life; he mentioned at the end of
his narration:

I U :Jyj : A) Jyj . UJU lpi : A5 JJJL ^JJUL ^ Aj\ LJ : JJJIJ :JU . 5
«

c 4_>cjdJ : JlS .
f ^ *. 4J JJLs 4J Jwj 4-JI

j <jUii . <u>Jl ^ UJI
{! f

AlP 5^ hiI ^ )gpI I Sjb * JJLWOJ 4-JP 4»]J I

OJOj

iW J! 14

vj

Then he will say to him, “Rise!” And he will stand up. He will then
say to him, “Do you believe in me now?” He will respond, “I have
not increased except with more certainty regarding who you are.”
He will then say, “O people, he will not be able to do to anyone
amongst the people the likes of that which he has done to me. The
Dajjal will seize him in order to cut his throat, [but] copper will be
placed upon his neck and he will not be able to do anything to him.
Therefore, he will grab him by his feet and his hands and toss him.
The people will see that he has tossed him into the Fire, while he has
[actually] tossed him into Paradise. The Messenger of Allah H said,
“This person is the greatest of the people in terms of martyrdom
with the Lord of all that exists.”15

On the authority of Umm Shurayk, the Prophet It said:

. !jJL>cb 0jiJ
13 Ibn al-Athir said, “Ludd is a place in Sham; it is also said that it’s in Palestine.” (An-
Nihayah 4/245).
14 Sahih Muslim 2937
15 This is the wording in Sahih Muslim (2938).
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THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

The people will flee from ad-Dajjal until they reach the mountains.

Umm Shurayk said, “O Messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be
at that time?” He said:

They shall be few.16

Muslim likewise reported on the authority of Anas that the Prophet
ft said:

? t- £

. 4̂ JLj£2Jl LaJl OJA*** Gr4 dW~^
The Dajjal will be followed by 70,000 Jews of Asbahan wearing
taydlasah (a head covering worn by the Jews).17

On the authority of Abu Said, the Prophet ft said:
£ £

J C J^ A J o! 4-dp ytJ cJU- jJl
^ j\

j

• • •d̂ ”j c 4JJJ-oJl
The Dajjal will come, but he will be prohibited from entering the
precincts of al-Madmah. Thus, he will descend in an uncultivated
land near Madlnah, and a man will come out to him and...18

And he mentioned that he will be killed, as has preceded.

In the hadith which is agreed upon, on the authority of Abu
Hurayrah, the Prophet said:

J CwL>- l cAjjwUJl JJ j* 0-—^'cr

The Dajjal will come from the direction of the east, trying to enter
Madlnah, and he will stop behind Uhud; and the angels will drive

16 Sahih Muslim 2945
17 Sahih Muslim 2944
18 Sahih al-Bukhari 7132; Sahih Muslim 2937.
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The Dajjal

him toward Sham and he will be killed there.19

On the authority of Abu Bakrah, the Prophet it said:

I L _ -G' j AJJ \ Ai ^
.oisi. jr

c?

The horror of al-Masih ad-Dajjal will not enter Madinah. It will
have seven gates at that time, and there will be two angels at each
gate.20

There is likewise the hadith of Tamlm ad-Darl, the story of which is
well known.21

On the authority of ‘Amr bin Hurayth, the Prophet|§f said:

. Ai^Ul
The Dajjal will emerge from a land in the east called Khurasan.
A people will follow him whose faces are similar to hammered
shields.22

Abu Dawud reported on the authority of ‘Imran bin Husayn that
the Prophet Hf said:

t- e-
A-JLJ 0! AJJIJI CAXP luls Jb- jJb yAAJ \

He who hears about ad-Dajjal should stay away from him. By Allah,
a man will come to him deeming himself to be a believer, and he will

19 Sahih al-Bukhari 7133; Sahih Muslim 1380.
20 Sahih al-Bukhari 7123
21 It is known as “the hadith of al-Jassasah.” Muslim reported it in its complete context
(2942), as did Abu Dawud (4323-4328), at-Tirmidhl (2253), and Ibn Majah (4074).
- Amr bin Hurayth reported it from Abu Bakr as-Siddiq. At-Tirmidhl said, “This hadith

is hasan gharibS (Jdmi at-Tirmidhi 2237).
22 ‘
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THE FITNAH OF DAJJAL & GOG AND MAGOG

follow him to what he has with him from doubts.23

On the authority of al-Mughirah bin Shu bah who said, “No one
asked the Messenger of Allah ft about the Dajjal more than me. He
said to me:

.iiU
“‘He will not harm you.5

“I said, ‘They say that he will have with him a mountain of bread
and a river of water.5 He said:

.diii ^ AJJI Ojjfcl y,

“‘He is too insignificant to Allah to have these things.>”24

Likewise, the narrations of Ibn Sayad are well known,25 and the
narrations regarding Tsa killing the Dajjal are plentiful and well
known. The Prophet ft commanded his ummah, in their prayers,
to seek refuge with Allah from the fitnah of al-Maslh ad-Dajjal, as is
known.

Muslim reported from Nafi5 bin ‘Utbah that the Prophet ft said:

y CAUI CAUI LpxiiJ * jtyr OJJAJ
. AUI A^KL$ OJJJW y CADI

You will do battle against the Arabian Peninsula andAllah will allow
you to conquer it; then Persia, and Allah will allow you to conquer
it. Then you will do battle against Rome and Allah will allow you to
conquer it. Then you will do battle against the Dajjal and Allah will
allow you to conquer him.26

23 Sunan Abi Dawud 4319
24 Sahih al-Bukhdri7\22\ Sahih Muslim 2939.
25 Refer to them in Jami al-Usul (10/362-373).
26 Sahih Muslim 2900

10



The Dajjal

SPEECH REGARDING THESE TEXTS & THE STORY
OF THE DAJJAL
The speech regarding the story of the Dajjal requires a number of
introductory points:

THE FIRST

The Muslims agree about receiving, with affirmation and accep-
tance, all of the texts that are authentically reported from the Book
and the Sunnah; and everything that Allah and his Messenger have
conveyed will occur and there is no way to avoid it, whether we
know the interpretation or not. This is a foundation that is agreed
upon by the scholars of the Muslims, and the Iman of the servant is
not complete except by way of it. Rather, it is the foundation of the
substance of al-lman.

THE SECOND

The reports of the Prophet Ht, his commands and his prohibitions,
are all true, correct, and beneficial to the servants and the ummah,
the first of them and the last of them. Therefore, his conveyance
about the Dajjal and his fitnah, and the command to seek refuge
with Allah from his fitnah, is beneficial for the entire ummah.
Indeed, believing in him and in what the Messenger of Allah H said
about him increases the believer in faith. And seeking refuge with
Allah and seeking Allah’s protection from his fitnah in the prayer,
as well as outside of the prayer, has great benefit. No believer can
go without seeking this refuge, just as he cannot go without seeking
refuge with Allah from the punishment of the Hellfire, the punish-
ment of the grave, and the tribulations of life and death.

THE THIRD

The fitnah of al-Maslh ad-Dajjal is of two types:

1) The person whom the Messenger lit has described with the
aforementioned characteristics.

11



THE FITNAH OF DAJJAL & GOG AND MAGOG

2) The type offitnah that he will bring.

It is necessary to understand the first of the two categories from the
perspective that seeking refuge with Allah from his fitnah is worship,
humility, and taking recourse with Allah for protection, and this is
pure good.

Moreover, the fact that the time in which he will come is unknown
indicates that no believer can guarantee safety for himself from
encountering that time. This is an affair which is possible, and its
evil and fitnah are to be feared. The need of the slave for having
protection from his fitnah by all means is something known. And
from the greatest means is seeking refuge with Allah from him. Also,
this is through supplication and fearing his fitnah. Thus, it is inevita-
ble that one does so in all levels of this ummah.

This is a firmly placed !aqldah, to the point that if it occurred and its
occurrence is actualized, then this ummah—specifically those who
have a connection to the correct and sound belief system—will be
able to defend itself from this evil and be protected from his fitnah.
In contrast, if the fear of him were to be removed from the hearts,
then the fitnah would be increased when that time comes. And the
believers would have no tangible Iman to eradicate his fitnah and
evil.

As for the second category, the need for it is clear, as the type of
fitnah al-Maslh ad-Dajjal will bring is every falsehood which will
confuse and put the people to trial, and he will make falsehood
appear fair-seeming while making the truth seem repugnant. He will
be aided by way of doubts that will deceive those who have weak
intellect and trick those who have no insight.

This is something widespread. Rather, this is something that is
widespread in every time and place. Therefore, the servant is in dire
need of his Lord defending him from these tribulations, which are
from a category of that which al-Masih ad-Dajjal will bring. They
are the tribulations of doubts and ambiguities, and the tribulations
of lowly and despicable desires.

12



The Dajjal

THE FOURTH

The affairs which people have seen, or which they have seen the
like of. When the Legislator informed the people about the affairs
they have seen or those they have seen the like of, He clarified
what they could comprehend and directed them towards what they
understood. As for the affairs which the people have not seen the
like of, the Legislator has struck for them examples. Thus, they are
among the general wordings or figurative affairs which will be seen.
Indeed, the Legislator has indicated and conveyed the various types
of modern inventions—for which the people had no precedence in
days of old—in general without specifying their description and the
types that will come at later times, due to what this contains of clari-
fying their realities and guidance for their creation. Thus, including
them among the general affairs mentioned in the Book and the
Sunnah is so those who are given tawfiq will know that Allah has
neglected nothing and has left nothing out of the Book.

As for not mentioning them or describing them specifically, then
this is something that was done because of the lack of benefit during
the time in which it was mentioned. Rather, perhaps some harm
would have come about by way of mentioning this to some of the
people, as we have mentioned regarding the statement of Allah the
Exalted:

& vi *11231 Js\ ujji dif uj )
4

And We made not the vision which we showed you
but a trial for mankind, and likewise the accursed

tree in the Qur'an.27

[Surah al-Isra' 17:60]

27 The author said in his tafsir: “The meaning is that these two affairs were a fit-
nah for the people when they took place, to the point that the disbelievers became in-
dulgent in their disbelief and increased in their evil, and some of those who had weak
iman withdrew from their iman due to this. This is because that which he had conveyed
to them from the affairs that took place on the night of al-Isra’ wal-Mi’raj—from the
night journey from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al-Aqsa—were affairs outside of the

13



THE FITNAH OF DAJJAL & GOG AND MAGOG

This is likewise mentioned in some of the treatises we have written.

Shaykh-ul-Islam28 said in his book As-Sahmiyyah,29 “The fitnah of the
Dajjal is not specific to those who are alive during his time. Rather,
the reality of his fitnah is (that it is) falsehood which opposes the
shariah, and it is connected to things that go outside of the norm.
So, the one who affirms that which opposes the shariah and goes

norm. And informing them of the existence of the tree that grew from the bottom of the
Hellfire, as well as the other affairs outside of the norm, brought about their denial. So
what would have been the case had they witnessed the greatest signs and the greatest of
things which went outside the norm?! Would this not have increased them in their evil?
Due to this, Allah had mercy upon them and did not mention it to them.
“From this, we are able to know that what is in the Book and the Sunnah—from the lack
of explicit mention of great affairs that will occur in the latter times—is best, because
the affairs for which they have not witnessed any likeness are such that perhaps their
minds would not accept them had they been informed of them before they occurred.
This would have caused doubt to enter the hearts of the believers, and this would be
something that prevented (people) from entering Islam, and they would run away from
it. Rather, Allah mentioned general wordings which encompassed everything that will
occur, and Allah knows best.” (Refer to Taysir al-Karim ar-Rahman Ft Tafsir Kaldm al-
Manam [2/928]).
28 Ahmad bin Abdul-Halim bin Abdus-Salam al-Haranl ad-Dimashql al-Hanball, Abul-
Abbas Taqiyy ad-Din Ibn Taymiyyah. He was born in Haran in the year 661 AH, then
he migrated to Damascus with his family, fleeing from the onslaught of the Tartars.
His reputation rose, and he became famous and well-versed in every branch of Islamic
knowledge. He issued verdicts and taught when he was less than 20 years old. He was
strong for the sake of Allah and stern against the people of innovation. He encountered
much harm due to his defense of the truth, and he was imprisoned many times due to
it. But he was patient until he met his Lord while imprisoned in jail in Damascus in
728 AH. All of Damascus came out to attend his funeral. His writings are considered a
reference point for the madh'hab of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaah. From them are: Minhaj
as-Sunnah an-Nabawiyyah, Dar Taarudal-Aql wan-Naql, Al-Iman, Al-Aqidah al-Wdsiti-
yyah, Al-Hamawiyyah, and At-Tadmuriyyah; and Abdur-Rahman bin Qasim compiled
his verdicts into 37 volumes. Refer to Al-Fldm (1/144).
29 It is a treatise refuting Ibn Sab’ln and the proponents of wahdatul-wujud and al-ittihad.
It (the treatise) is known by many names, from them: As-Sab’iniyyah, Al-Masa'il al-Iskan-
drdniyyah, Bughyah al-Murtad Fir-Radd Alal-Mutafalsafah wal-Qaramitah wal-Bdtini-
yyah Ahlul-Ilhad Minal-Qa'ilin bil-Hulul wal-Ittihad, and others.

Refer to the verification of Dr. Musa ad-Duwaysh for Bughyah al-Murtad (pp. 33-57,
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wal-Hikam 1408). The Shaykh did not mention here the page num-
bers he is quoting from, unlike what he did in the succeeding passages. Thus, we have
relied upon the aforementioned verification in the print indicated by the verifier above.
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The Dajjal

outside of its scope has been afflicted with a type of this fitnah, and
this is abundant in every time and place. However, his specific fitnah
is the greatest tribulation. So, if Allah safeguards His servant from it
whether he encounters it or not, then He will likewise safeguard him
from that which is less than this fitnah.

He went on to say, “It is known that every person has been
commanded with what has been mentioned in connection to him
regarding seeking refuge from the punishment of the Hellfire, the
grave, and the fitnah of life and death. Therefore, this fitnah will
surely occur for everyone, and there is no true salvation except by
way of being saved from it. This is an indication that the fitnah
of the Dajjal is similar, and if it were the case that no one would
encounter his fitnah except those who encounter him, then every-
one would not have been commanded with this. Bear in mind that
the majority of worshipers will not encounter him, and none will
encounter him except a small amount of people from those who
have been commanded with this dua . Similarly, all of the prophets
warned their nations against him; even Nuh warned his people. This
necessitates a general fear of his fitnah, even though he will not be
present, in person, until the Maslh Ibn Maryam kills him. And
I often say that it is those who are upon the way of wahdatul-wujud
who will follow him the most.”31

”30

Despite this, the Muslims and those who follow them have been
afflicted with trials which are well known within Islam, and it is
known that these calamities are a result of the Dajjals trials. Rather,
this result is closer to the trial of the Dajjal and other than it. I say:
These modern-day deviants—the likes of whom the Shaykh has
mentioned—are the greatest of the people in establishing his fitnah,
calling to it, and responding to it.
In Al-Mannar magazine (vol. 28, p. 756), after much speech,
it is said: “What is made clear from all of this speech—meaning,
the narrations regarding the Dajjal—is that the Dajjal will appear

30 Bughyah al-Murtad (p. 483)
31 Bughyah al-Murtad (p. 314)
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amongst the Jews—the greatest Dajjal within the history of all
nations—and they will claim that he is the Messiah whom the Jews
have been waiting for. Thus, a large amount of people will be put
to trial by way of him due to what he brings of miraculous and
amazing things, which are (according to them) more amazing than
all of the miracles of the prophets, or similar to the greatest of them.
Then, at the end of his time, the true Messiah, Tsa bin Maryam, will
appear. He will descend at the white minaret in the eastern part of
Damascus. He will catch up with the Dajjal at the gate of Ludd. In
Palestine, there is a land called Ludd, and it is there that the true
Messiah—Tsa bin Maryam—will kill the enemy of Allah—al-Maslh
ad-Dajjal—after a long war between the Muslims and the Jews.”
In the 29th issue of Al-Mannar magazine, on p. 155, regarding that
which the Jews have prepared in Palestine, the author says, “We have
no doubt that all of the Jews, as well as the English, plot for one
another, utilizing it to attain its goals that are contradictory to one
another,32 and we have no doubt that the awaited fitnah is from the
greatest of tribulations of the earth or the greatest of tribulations
outright. And it is the attempted return of the Jewish kingdom that
is spoken about in the narrations regarding the fitnah of al-Masih
ad-Dajjal.”33

32 There is no doubt that the English and the Jews have mutual interests. However, it
is clear to researchers—through studying the evangelical fundamentalism embraced
by most of the Protestants—that there is a common goal between the Jews and the
Christians in establishing the State of Israel, built on literal interpretations of Old
Testament texts which show the necessity of the existence of the Israeli State at the end of
time as a sign of Christ’s return in the joyous era (which John envisioned in his dreams),
which will take place after the Battle of Armageddon. Thereafter, the Protestant organiza-
tions specifically will work to establish the Israeli State, because that will hasten the sec-
ond coming of the Messiah in the kingdom of David. Refer to the (Book of) Revelations
by John at the end of the Old Testament.
(Refer to Hima Sanah 2000 by Abdul-Azlz Kamil, from the publications of Al-Mutada
al-Islami, 1420 AH).
33 The assertion of Rashid Rida —that the fitnah of al-Maslh ad-Dajjal is an attempt
to return the Jewish state—is a reach. His fitnah, may Allah protect us from it, is greater
than a mere political attempt to establish a kingdom, although this is the ultimate goal
the Jews are seeking. Rather, it (his fitnah) is a tribulation [directed] at the foundation of
the religion and the belief in the Lordship of Allah and His divinity, and Allah’s refuge
is sought.
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He likewise said in vol. 28, on p. 20, after speaking of the narra-
tions about the Dajjal and mentioning many details regarding them:
“That which has been mentioned indicates that the Prophet Ht had
(his information) revealed to him, and he has clarified the affairs of
the Dajjal at the end of time and that he will display to the people
many affairs which go outside the norm and are miraculous, by way
of which a large group of people will be put to trial; and [he clari-
fied] that he is from the Jews.”

He went on to say, “It is not farfetched that those who are seeking
to bring about the kingdom for the Jews and the Zionists34 by way
of these types of fitnah seek, in doing so, to utilize abstract sciences
and modern-day inventions like electronic and chemical affairs and
other than that.”

And he said this many years before the Jews took control of Palestine,
and it has occurred just as he thought.

On p. 192, vol. 6 of Al-Fat'h ar-Rabbani fii Sharh al-Musnad,35 the
author said, “What is apparent to me is that the Jews today are
gathering at al-Bayt al-Maqdis in order to meet their demise along
with their chief, ad-Dajjal, in this land, even if it be after some time,
in confirmation of the statement of our Prophet IS.”

As for that which Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, it is excel-
lent speech and exemplifies the fitnah of the Dajjal; and this fitnah
is of two types, the first of which is: The fitnah of the Dajjal;
meaning, from the same category as his fitnah. And this fitnah is
doubtful affairs which create chaos and confusion. These are those
things which will put a large group of people to trial. One reflects
upon the condition of mankind and how atheism has spread among
34 The Zionist movement is a Jewish supremacist, religious, racial organization; it was
formed at the end of the 19th century and worked to establish a government for the
Jewish people over the land of Palestine. It held its first convention in the city of Basel,
Switzerland in 1897 CE. The results of its political efforts brought about the announce-
ment of the establishment of the government of Israel in the year 1345 AH.
35 Al-Fat'h ar-Rabbani lit-Tartib Musnad al-Imdm Ahmad bin Hanbal ash-Shaybdni and
its explanation Bulugh al-Amani Min Asrdr al-Fat'h ar-Rabbani are both from the works
of Ahmad bin Abdir-Rahman al-Banna, also known as as-Sa atl.
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them in such an alarming manner, and its speech has been beauti-
fied and made fair-seeming by way of various means; and the fact
that material strength has been given precedence, causing a large
number of people to go astray, such that none is safe from his fitnah
except very few whom Allah has safeguarded and preserved by way
of penetrating insight and keeping them distant from this fitnah.

What lends strength to the speech of the Shaykh and displays its
connection to the current state of affairs is that which we mentioned
from the speech of the author of Al-Mannar magazine in his state-
ment: “We have no doubt that all of the Jews, as well as the English,
plot for one another, utilizing it to attain its goals that are contradic-
tory to one another, and we have no doubt that the awaited fitnah
is from the greatest of tribulations of the earth or the greatest of
tribulations outright. And it is the attempted return of the Jewish
kingdom that is spoken about in the narrations regarding the fitnah
of al-Maslh ad-Dajjal.”

Likewise, [it lends strength to the Shaykhs speech] that they are
doing so while depending upon the help of England—which is from
the greatest dajjals—and by way of science and modern technol-
ogy which go outside the norm, and modern-day machinations.
Therefore, by way of this, the Prophet ft mentioning some of the
details of his fitnah in the aforementioned narrations is to give an
idea and to strike examples. The aforementioned narration indicates
that which he said, and it is that which Muslim has reported on the
authority of Naff bin ‘Utbah from him:

0jj*J CAU! CAJLS! OJJAJ
. 4-Ul OJJAJ CAUI

You will do battle against theArabian Peninsula andAllah will allow
you to conquer it; then Persia, and Allah will allow you to conquer
it. Then you will do battle against Rome and Allah will allow you to
conquer it. Then you will do battle against the Dajjal and Allah will
allow you to conquer him.36

36 Sahih Muslim 2900
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This hadlth indicates that the sequence of the conquests mentioned
is in proportion to their nearness to the Muslims; and that after the
conquest of Persia and Rome, they will fight against the Dajjal and
Allah will allow him to be defeated; that they are nations which
come after Persia and Rome, from the nations of the Francs and
their supporters. They are the sole reason for the Jews’ occupation of
Palestine. They help them by way of material support and political
support, as is known and not hidden from anyone. Were this not
the case, the Jews would not own one span of Arab land. This is in
affirmation of the statement of Allah the Exalted:

4« 'J- ^ '4? li o? ii-ai
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Indignity is put over them wherever they may be,
except when under a covenant (of protection) from

Allah, and from men.
[Surah Ali ' Imran 3:112]

These people are those who have handed them the kingdom, and
they have come together by way of every means to enter the lands
of the Arabs from Palestine, as has preceded in the aforementioned
hadith mentioning that the Dajjal shall be followed by 70,000 Jews
from Asbahan. This means that they will hasten towards Palestine
from every place on earth due to the Dajjal calling them there.

He who knows how the Jews have worked with England, their
ratification of the Balfour Declaration,38 and how they attempted

37

37 The apparent meaning of the texts is that they will follow him, both figuratively and
literally, and not that he will invite them to himself. This is because he will come out
from their area (from the east in Khurasan), and a people with faces resembling ham-
mered shields will follow him, as is reported by at-Tirmidhi (9/90). Then, the Jews from
Asbahan in Iran will follow him, as is reported in Sahih Muslim. He will travel with
those who follow him toward Palestine and other places. This is the specific following.
However, there is that which the Jews have been pursuing for more than half a century
from the gathering in Palestine after being dispersed, or the Diaspora, as they call it.
38 Arthur James Balfour (1838-1930 CE): An English politician; the prime minister in
1902, then foreign secretary in 1917. He issued the Balfour Declaration, which guaran-
teed the right for the Jews to establish a national home in Palestine in 1917. (Refer to
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earnestly to rally the strong nations, striving to bring about their
objectives, will not deem it farfetched that this is (connected to) the
specific fitnah of the Dajjal, which is the greatest fitnah on earth, as
has come in the aforementioned authentic hadith:

. JU-JJI jS\ APLJI jjh>- Qti

There is no affair greater between the creation of Adam and the
establishment of the Hour than that of ad-Dajjal.39

Is there any fitnah greater than that which the majority of the youth
get swept away with in terms of deviation, and which causes those
whom it was hoped would be a means of aiding Islam in state-
ment and action to become from the greatest of those who aided
in its destruction and demise while hastening to answer the call of
the fitnah of Dajjal and fulfilling it? We hope that Allah displays
kindness to us and repels the fitnah from the believers by way of His
might, strength, and mercy, for they have no tangible means nor
any strength to defend from this fitnah which has been organized
and contrived to do away with Islam. However, there shall come a
kindness from Allah which none perceive.

Is there any fitnah greater than that concerning which the Arabs
and their governments unite to face and repel from their lands?
Yet politics bind them and the fitnah begins to play with them, to
the point that it divides them and separates them, allowing their
enemies to take foot within their lands while their people are
separated in every land, each of them becoming a party. And the
fitnah, in its spread and earnestness, does not increase in anything
except strength, while the Arabs do not increase except in weakness
and disparity, figuratively and literally, religiously and worldly.

It is inevitable that the authority of the Jews will spread, and it is
inevitable that the Arab authority will weaken. And it is likewise
inevitable that the Dajjal will emerge from amongst them specifi-
cally. And the rest of that which the Messenger|§t has mentioned

Al-Munjidfil-A’lam, 7th ed., Dar ad-Dimashq, 1973, p. 141.)
39 Sahih Muslim 2946
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will occur at his hands until ‘Isa bin Maryam descends and Allah
aids the Muslims. Thus, they will fight against the Jews, and 'Isa

will execute al-Maslh ad-Dajjal. That which supports the fact
that modern science in its various types is from the workings of the
Dajjal is what has preceded in the hadlth of an-Nawwas bin Sam’an,
in which he said: “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how fast will he
travel throughout the earth?’ He said:

‘“Like a cloud driven by the wind.5 ”

This will be by way of modern-day inventions, from vehicles of land
and air.40 Many of the people of knowledge have said regarding
the statement of the Prophet ft about the Dajjal—that the word
“kafir” will be written between his eyes and every believer will be
able to read it whether he is literate or illiterate—that this is by way
of example, and the meaning is that his affair will be clear and it will
not be hidden to any believer that he is a disbeliever41 and that what
he and his followers have from affairs which go outside of the norm
do not indicate the correctness of his statement. Rather, they are
only technological affairs which every righteous and wicked person

40 This assertion must be looked into. Allah knows best how this will be.
41 That which the author has ascribed to “many of the people of knowledge” is an inter-
pretation that opposes the apparent meaning of the texts. An-Nawawi said, “That
which is correct is what the verifiers are upon: that this writing is understood literally and
that it is an actual writing; Allah will make it a sign and indication, from the conclusive
signs of his disbelief, lying, and falsehood. Allah will manifest it to every Muslim—lit-
erate or illiterate—and conceal it from those for whom He wills misery and tribulation;
and there is no denial of this. Al-Qadl has mentioned a difference of opinion regarding
this. From the scholars are those who say that it is a literal writing, as we have mentioned;
and from them are those who say that it is metaphorical and an indication of the signs
he will have, and they cite as evidence his statement: ‘Every believer will read it, whether
literate or illiterate.’ However, this is a weak opinion.” ( Sharh Sahih Muslim 18/60-61).
In the narration reported by at-Tirmidhl, it says:

, e.TLOS- 0 fi jAJ t 4
_
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The (word) “kafir” will be written between his eyes, and whoever hates his actions will be
able to read it.

Abu ‘Isa said, “This hadith is hasan sahih” (2235)
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has in common. From that which indicates that they are merely
camouflage is what has preceded in the hadith of al-Mughlrah bin
Shu bah; it is affirmed in the SahihaynA2 that he said, “No one asked
the Messenger of Allah H about the Dajjal more than myself. He
said to me:

“‘He will not harm you.5

“I said, ‘They say that he will have with him a mountain of bread
and a river of water.’ He said:

c

•diii ^ ^P y
> ”43“‘He is too insignificant to Allah to have these things.

So, his statement in which he said, “He is too insignificant to
Allah to have these things,” means that he is too insignificant to
Allah for these aforementioned things to be a reality that indicates
his truthfulness. Rather, he will only have with him certain affairs
and inventions that are in existence and which are commonplace.
However, his fitnah amongst the Arabs and the Muslims is tremen-
dous, and he will have control over them by way of inventions; this
is an affair that is known.

The reality now bears witness to what we say; and this fitnah of the
Zionists has many characteristics that have yet come to full fruition,
and they are working to bring that about. So he who makes the
connection between this tremendous fitnah, its spread, and its harm,
and other than it from the tribulations which have occurred to the
Muslims, will know that the greatest fitnah and the most heinous
calamity has befallen them; and he will know that its preceding
fitnah, as well as what is to come, is the greatest of all calamities. So
there is no might or power except with Allah, and there is no refuge
except with Him.

42 Translator’s note: Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.
43 Sahih al-Bukhari 7122; Sahih Muslim 2939.
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In the aforementioned hadlth, the Prophet it said:
e- e-
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He who hears about ad-Dajjal should stay away from him. By Allah,
a man will come to him deeming himself to be a believer, and he will
follow him to what he has with him from doubts.44

How often have we seen one of the people who is put to trial in
these times by way of callers to deviation and the colonists? From
that which indicates the current condition is what has come in Sahlh
Muslim on the authority of Umm Shurayk in a marfiu form, that the
Prophet It said:

$

The people will flee from ad-Dajjal until they reach the mountains.

Umm Shurayk said, “O Messenger of Allah, where will the Arabs be
at that time?” He said:

They shall be few.45

In this hadlth lies a clarification that the greatest harm will befall
the Arabs, and only a few of them will remain—meaning: none will
remain who are kept safe from his fitnah except a few. As for those
who are overcome by way of him and his fitnah, they will follow
him or they will come to be from his callers. Or they will be too
dumbfounded to face him, or they will totally submit to him; and
there will be many (who are in this state).

The Prophet H said in the authentic hadlth:

JXJ JU- jJl ^ { j**\ wldl

44 Sunan Abi Dawud 4319
45 Sahib Muslim 2943

23



THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

The strongest of my ummah against the Dajjal are Banu Tamlm.46

This indicates that the people of the Arabian Peninsula—the major-
ity of whom are Banu Tamim—are the safest of the people from his
fitnah, and they are the strongest of the people in fighting against
him by way of proofs and evidences, and weaponry and arms. So we
hope from Allah that he grants them success and aids them by way
of His victory. Indeed, Allah is Responsive and Kind.

We will discontinue the speech until the remaining of that which the
Messenger has mentioned from this fitnah becomes clear to us and
other than us in the future. Indeed, it is an affair which will occur,
and there is none who can avert it. And its foundations and intro-
ductory matters have already become clear and evident for everyone
who has insight. It is mentioned in the book Al-Islam al-Muf-
tara Alayhi by Muhammad al-Ghazali, on p. 21: “So 14 centuries
have passed, and Israel has once again returned in the name of
the Torah wanting rulership and authority. So have you heard or
seen the slightest amount of proof or an ounce of compassion (in
their actions), or is it an introduction to inequality, transgression,
arrogance, and oppression? Likewise, it has been said to the churches
of the West, 'Wake up!’; then we began to hear the charlatans from
the politicians of Europe preaching about religion.”

46 Agreed upon by al-Bukharl (2543) and Muslim (2525).
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All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all that exists. May Allah send bless-
ings and peace upon Muhammad, his family, his Companions, and
those who follow them in excellence until the Day of Recompense.

To proceed:

It is obligatory upon every Muslim to believe in and affirm every-
thing that Allah and his Messenger have conveyed, whether that
report is about Allah—His names, qualities, and actions
about His creation—past, present, and future. This is in general. It is
obligatory upon everyone to believe in these things, and iman is not
complete except by way of that. Therefore, one must believe in Allah
and His Messenger and everything they have conveyed.
And whenever there comes from Allah or his Messenger any infor-
mation in detail, it is obligatory to have detailed faith in that specific
information. So, one has faith in the wording of the text as well
iman in its meaning. This foundation is agreed upon by all Muslims.
Perhaps the Legislator may inform us of future affairs; when they
occur just as He had informed us, this increases the iman of the
one who is aware of that, and the one who knows its interpretation1

or it is

1 What he intends by “interpretation” here is the true interpretation of the information,
and this is when an affair occurs exactly as we have been informed. And from that which
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and knows the proper application for the report of Allah and his
Messenger; and the verse is an evidence and sign of the truthfulness
of the Messenger|§f.
Perhaps some of the narrations are problematic for some of the
believers when they occur, and likewise the application of them in
the manner in which they should be applied. Therefore, it is upon
the one who does not understand the affair to stop when it occurs
and ask if it is what was intended by Allah and his Messenger in
their reports, and if it is what has been described or not.
So, he who withholds in what he hears and stops regarding what
he does not know has done well in this, and he will be saved. He
who hastens with certainty to negate or affirm something without
evidence or proof which would necessitate that, he is speaking
without knowledge, and it is known what this leads to or brings
about from threats.2

What is obligatory upon every believer is that he says what he knows
and what the evidences of the legislation prove, and that he stops
regarding what he does not know, neither affirming nor negating it;

supports this is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

4 (A 3* y
S H ' *

Await they just for the interpretation? On the Day the interpretation
comes...

[Surah al-A'raf 7:53]

Likewise, the statement of Yusuf
Q

4 J j 3̂ cr? 3^* y

“O my father! This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My
Lord has made it come true!”

[Surah Yusuf 12:100]

And he does not intend the blameworthy type of interpretation, which is misinterpreta-
tion of the speech away from the preponderant meaning, taking that which is incorrect
without evidence or by utilizing false evidence. (For more on this subject) refer to the
meanings of at-ta’wil in Risalah at-Tadmuriyyah (pp. 91-96).
2 More shall come to affirm this principle at the end of the book.
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and there are many examples of this.3

3 The author mentions another example in the intermediate copy of his treatise regarding
Gog and Magog, which we will mention here at length.
He said:

The first example: When there occurs in these latter times cutting-edge inventions and
innovations—like submarines, cars, planes, and the like; and that which is greater than
these occurs, such as electronic communications by way of telegraphs, the telephone,
and radio from far-off places, to the point that one who is far is able to connect with one
who is near; and that which is brought about as a result of that from tremendous innova-
tions—some thought these things to be extremely strange due to not understanding the
reasons that brought them about. However, some of them stopped short from speaking
without knowledge and thus were saved; and from amongst the people, there were those
whose ignorance and hastiness led them to declare the inventions to be impermissible.
Likewise, they declared their use to be impermissible, and some of them claimed that
they are from impermissible magic or from polytheism and the utilization of the devils.
This is sheer ignorance, and it is boldness in issuing rulings. Had they remained patient
until the affair became clear to them and the doubts regarding them were removed, this
would have been better for them; and Allah is Oft-Forgiving and Merciful.
As for one who knows the reality of the affair, then he knows that these are from the
things which Allah has given human beings the ability to manufacture and utilize.
Rather, he has commanded with them, as worldly or religious benefit—or both—is not
complete except by way of them. (The person likewise) knows that they are from the
greatest of that which falls under the statement of Allah, the Exalted:

< p u i >
(He) has taught man that which he knew not.

[Surah al-'Alaq 96:5]

And (he knows) that Allah, the Exalted, has prepared many sciences and inventions
for mankind, and he knows that mankind continues to increase and advance in both
worldly and universal sciences; and he knows that he who prohibits that has restricted
the mercy of Allah and has hindered His bounty, and he has made a statement that is
indicative of his ignorance. And it is obligatory to thank Allah for teaching His servants
worldly knowledge, just as it is obligatory to thank Him for teaching His servants reli-
gious knowledge. It is likewise obligatory to thank him for teaching his servants scientific
knowledge, especially if it will assist upon goodness and hinder the transgression of the
enemies and repel them. Likewise, the one who has insight knows that they fall under
the statement of Allah the Exalted:

^ 0 ^ U j 4jjjj ^And (He has created) horses, mules, and donkeys for you to ride and
as an adornment. And He creates (other) things of which you have

no knowledge.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:8]
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He has informed us in the time of the revelation of the Qur'an regarding the future—
that He shall create affairs which human beings use to ride, and for various benefits
that mankind did not know at that time; and these things have occurred just as he in-
formed us. Allah has created miraculous machinations and wondrous inventions by way
of teaching mankind that which the people did not know. And once this occurred, this is
from the evident signs of Allah, concerning which He said:

J5 J >» *OJI
We will show them Our signs in the universe, and in their own selves,
until it becomes manifest to them that this (the Qur’an) is the truth.

[Surah Fussilat 41:53]

So, the believers know and recognize that His promise is true and that His reports are
truthful. Likewise, it is from Allah’s favors upon His slaves and His kindness to them that
He has informed them of these things in a general way, because if He informed them of
these things in detail, then the obstinate enemies would have had a statement by which
to criticize the veracity of the message of Muhammad m. When the Night Ascension
happened—which occurred during his lifetime and was from the miracles that were al-
ways present with the prophets and were not something farfetched—He said:

< & 4\ U1231 J \$11 d^ uj >* ^ H

And We made not the vision which we showed you (O Muhammad)
but a trial for mankind.

[Surah al-Isrd' 17:60]

They said, “He claimed that he went, in one night, to Bayt al-Maqdis and returned in
the same night.” Thus, they resorted to belying him. Those who had doubts in their
hearts and who were weak in their imdn were put to trial by their speech. So what would
have been the case if he had informed them of the inventions which will be present at the
end of time, and if he told them that the people would be able to submerge themselves in
submarines in the ocean and ride upon steel machines throughout the lands, or that they
would be able to fly between the heavens and earth and travel from the east to the west?!
Had he informed them of some of these affairs in detail, they would have said, “He is
insane; a liar, a fabricator.”
However, Allah was kind and kept him safe, and indeed He is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
Also, these miraculous inventions are from the greatest of that which falls under the
statement of Allah:

(
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And We brought forth iron wherein is mighty power (in matters of
war), as well as many benefits for mankind.

[Surah al-Hadid 57:25]

This great strength and the various types of benefit extracted from iron are from the
greatest of Allah’s favors upon His slaves; and you know what they are. Hence, it is oblig-
atory to thank Allah for them and to utilize them in that which brings about their ben-
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From these examples is that which has come in the Book and the
Sunnah from the reports about Gog and Magog and the characteris-
tics which Allah and his Messenger have described them with, such
that they are apparent and clear, and they denote certainty when one
applies the legislative evidences, certain signs, and knowledge of the
reality.

Many of the believers are in a state of delusion and supposition. They
believe that Gog and Magog do not exist up until now, that no one
has ever encountered them, that they have not been seen by anyone,

efit in the religion as well as the worldly life, and to repel the enemies by way of their
strength, and to utilize their benefits to bring about fruits of goodness and various types
of uses. And greater than all of this is that it is the greatest of that which falls under the
statement of Allah the Exalted:

i i< iS cr** ^ ijTpij y
And make ready against them all you can of power.

[Surah al-Anfdl 8:60]

And this is a command of obligation and a command of recommendation in proportion
to conditions. Therefore, Allah has commanded the believers to prepare for their enemies
everything they can from intellectual strength, political strength, and strength in opin-
ions, weaponry, and inventions, as well as preventative fortresses and weapons of destruc-
tion. So he who thinks, in his ignorance, that nothing falls under this except striking
with the sword, throwing stones, and riding horses or shooting arrows, and that these are
the sole weapons to be used in these times, and that the weapons used in these times are
not included the command, then say to him, “If you think like this, then if there were
to occur a dangerous affair in one portion of the Islamic lands, would there be a way to
quickly spread the news of this occurrence except by way of utilizing telegraphic means
of communication, cars, planes, and everything one can use from the various types of
weaponry? Is there a way to face the enemies and large groups of armies with their so-
phisticated weaponry while our army has only one means of movement—by foot, horse-
back riding, and the likes? Is there any way to be made aware of these things except by
way of telegraphic communication, utilizing means by way of which we can quickly
convey information? And are we able to face the enemy while riding animals while they
have planes and other sophisticated weaponry? Is it possible to face them except with the
like of what they have?

And since this issue is clear, and its benefits are evident and well known, then the state-
ment of the one who rejects them today, and rejects their usage and importance, is not
given any weight or consideration. And Allah knows best.
[End of the Shaykh’s speech]

Then he mentioned the next example, which is Gog and Magog.
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and that they are behind a barrier and wall that Dhul-Qarnayn has
built. And that they (the people) are tremendous nations, multi-
tudes upon multitudes of people in existence today upon the earth
in every part of the planet and in each of the six known continents
and in every peninsula adjacent to these continents; all of these
aforementioned people, according to them, are far less than Gog and
Magog, who are in existence today upon the earth.

This thought process is clearly erroneous, and the reason for it is a
lack of correct understanding of what has come in the Book and
the Sunnah regarding this issue, and not having knowledge of the
reality and the condition of the earth and those who inhabit it while
applying the hadlth haphazardly without knowing their attributes.
By way of all of this, their emergence is denied, and people believe
that Gog and Magog are not the nations that are found today in
various portions of the earth that are well known, from Russia,
China, Japan, America, and those outside of Asia; the inhabitants of
Africa, Europe, South America, North America, and Australia, and
the offspring of these people. Gog and Magog, according to them,
are not these nations, and they are within the earth and they are
more than the aforementioned people many times over, while up to
now they have not found any reports indicating this.

As for the one who contemplates their description as they have been
described in the Book and the authentic, clear Sunnah, and applies
it upon its reality, then he will have no doubt that these nations (or
some of them) are them (Gog and Magog), and that their appear-
ance with their description found in the Book and the Sunnah is
from the greatest of signs of the truthfulness that Muhammad H
came with. And the aforementioned descriptions in the Book and
the authentic Sunnah are most applicable to them.
We will mention—if Allah wills—the evidences of the Book and the
Sunnah, the speech of the historians of old and later times as well
as the scholars of tafsir, and the affairs that are a reality today, that
which will bring about certainty regarding this issue. The following
is a summary of that.
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THE FIRST EVIDENCE

The first evidence is Allah informing us about Dhul-Qarnayn reach-
ing the western and eastern parts of the earth. When he returned
from the east to the north,4 when he reached between the two block-
ades, he found near [these two blockades] a people who were in
existence there since Allah created the earth. And these are a series
of connected mountains which go right and left until they reach the
oceans. Many of the historians have stated this, such as Ibn Kathlr5

in his book of history,6 and this is mentioned as well in the Quranic
texts. These two blockades were in existence before Dhul-Qarnayn
came to these people. However, there was a gap between them, and
by way of that, Gog and Magog would reach those people who were
near to them and thus cause much corruption—murdering, steal-
ing, pillaging, and causing destruction. So, when Dhul-Qarnayn
reached them, they complained to him regarding that which they
encountered from Gog and Magog, and they said:

, s

“Shall we then pay you a tribute so that you might
erect a barrier between us and them?”

[Surah al-Kahf 18:94]

They only wanted this gap between the mountains to be filled. So

4 There is no explicit mention of the northern direction in the Quranic report of Dhul-
Qarnayn. Perhaps the author took this from the speech of some of the historians and
scholars of tafitr, such as the statement of Ibn Kathlr: “The place of the barrier is within
the two easts of the earth, in the direction of the north, to the northeast of the earth.”
(Refer to Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah [2/557]).
5 Ismail bin ‘Umar bin Kathlr al-Qurashi ad-Dimashql Abul-Fida ‘Imad ad-Dln; the
preserver, the historian, the jurist, the scholar of hadith. He was born in 701 AH in
a village near Basra, then he migrated to Damascus. He traveled in pursuit of knowl-
edge. From his writings are: Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, Jamt
al-Masanid was-Sunan, and Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (although he did not complete it).
He died in 774 AH. (Refer to Al-Flam [1/320]).
6 Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah 2/549

31



THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

Dhul-Qarnayn said:

J. U)*0'
L5̂ J

“That (wealth, authority, and power) in which
my Lord had established me is better (than your

tribute).”
[Surah al-Kahf 18:95]

Meaning: That which Allah had favored him with from the kingdom
and strength, as well as numbers, influence, excellent organizational
structure, and vast provisions. Meaning: “These things are better for
me than the payment you will give me.” So he said to them:

< JyJ* }
“So help me with strength (of men).”

[Surah al-Kahf 18:95]

Meaning: “Help me with your bodies and strength in order to build
it.”

He said:

/
“I will erect between you and them a barrier.”

[Surah al-Kahf 18:95]

He did not say “saddan” (111-, a permanent blockade), because
“as-saddayn (UJ^I)
mountains, and they were already in existence. They wanted a barrier
to be set up between them and Gog and Magog.

He said:

something used to refer to a chain ofwas

{ j j

“Give me pieces of iron.”
[Surah al-Kahf 18:96]

Meaning, blocks of iron.
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< 35 ijU til 3k
Then, when he had filled up the gap between the two

mountain-cliffs•••

[Surah al-Kahf 18:96]

Meaning, the iron that he had used had fully collected when he
placed it in the gap at the heads of the mountain tops.

°^J \ JJ \ JU !>• 131 JU^-
He said, “Blow,” till when he had made it (red as)
fire, he said, “Bring me molten copper to pour over

it.”
[Surah al-Kahf 18:96]

Meaning, copper that had been melted down so that it may
strengthen the steel. By way of this, he strengthened this barrier,
evened out the mountains, and set up a barrier between Gog and
Magog and those who were near to them. And he praised Allah,
Who had brought about this blessing by his hands. He said:

* t s O „ '.l,
* id—&kj& i ^< ik olfTj

“This is a mercy from my Lord, but when the
promise of my Lord comes, He shall level it down
to the ground. And the promise of my Lord is ever

true.”
[Surah al-Kahf 18:98]

These noble verses make it clear that Gog and Magog are from
mankind, just as the hadith in the Sahihayn establishes it; and we shall
mention it, if Allah wills. These verses indicate that they are from
the same category or species as these people who had complained
about their harm, except that they were distinguished by way of the
corruption they caused on the earth, and Dhul-Qarnayn had mercy

33



THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

upon these people who had complained about their harm. Thus,
he built a barrier which would protect them from Gog and Magog.
And that which was to the right of his barrier and to the left of it
were mountains that reached the oceans, as is clear from the verses.
Ibn Kathir likewise explicitly mentioned this in Al-Bidayah wan-Ni-
hayah and other than it.

This barrier that Dhul-Qarnayn built was very light in proportion to
the natural barriers to the right and left of it (i.e., the mountains).
So, when he had built it, they were not able to go beyond that struc-
ture nor could they climb it. Likewise, they were not able to climb
the connected mountains nor were they able to reach them by way
of the ocean. So they remained in this state for a long period of time,
and they were thus restricted to their places and their homes, and
they had no way to escape this barrier due to not having the means
which would permit them to do so. Sometime after this, technol-
ogy had advanced, inventions had strengthened, and the various
means which gave them the ability to escape from those barriers had
become plentiful; and the beginning of that was during the time of
the Prophet ft, for he mentioned in the hadith that is affirmed in
the Sahihayn:

A4 (°J a* f-A £** A cr4 ck?

. 0Jjfc

Woe to the Arabs from the evil of that which has drawn near. A hole
like this has been placed in the barrier of Gog and Magog.

And he made a circle with his thumb and forefinger to indicate the
size. This hadith shall come in what follows.

The Prophet ft would often strike examples by way of which the
people could understand the meanings, due to what would come to
their minds. At that time, [Gog and Magog] were preparing to come
out, and some of the means which had facilitated that for them
had come about. This—and Allah knows best—was when they had
heard about the Prophet ft and his nation and his call, and that
they were going about conquering various lands. Thus, they made
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a firm resolve to encounter them, and they enacted the means to
facilitate that. Their determination and will continued to strengthen
and their strength increased, and they continued their transgression
until they began to emerge in every place; and they came out from
the mountain tops, sailed upon the oceans, and rose in the skies. All
of this is an affirmation of the report of Allah and His Messenger ft.
Some of the people believed that one must see a break in their barrier
in order for them to come out, and if they had not seen a break in
their barrier, then this means that they are still behind it to this day,
and this is a clear error from various perspectives:

• From them is that the Prophet ft informed us of the begin-
ning of the opening of this barrier, which had begun during his
lifetime. The contents of this hadith indicate that it has continued
until latter times, to the point that it has reached this state that is
attested to today. It is upon the believer to affirm the Messenger ft
in everything he has conveyed, and to not let the slightest amount of
doubt of his truthfulness enter his heart. Reports from the Messenger
ft are more truthful than the reports of everyone from the creation,
and he has informed us of that.

• From them is that it is not necessary that, if an opening is
placed in a particular barrier, everyone will see it when it opens.
Perhaps those who pass by it will see it and perhaps it will be hidden
from others. Perhaps the information regarding that reaches some
but it does not reach others.

• From them is that what is intended by their “emergence”
has already occurred. Therefore, seeing a gap in the barrier that
Dhul-Qarnayn had built is not a major sign. Rather, the intended
sign is their emergence, so if the people see them, then they have
emerged upon the people from every area and place, both high and
low. Thus, the people can know that the barrier has been opened.

• From them is that Allah has informed us that they were not
able to scale the barrier when Dhul-Qarnayn built it; meaning, they
were not able to climb over it nor were they able to climb over the
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natural barriers, and they did not have a means to overcome it. And
it is known that them not having the ability to do one thing at that
time was due to them not having the means that would allow them
to go over the barrier or breach it. As for now, they are not incapa-
ble of climbing any mountain or barrier, or breaching any structure.
Rather, they have the ability to do all of this. By way of this, it is
known that they are able, in these times, to emerge and overcome
that which they were previously unable to; and this is clear.

From them as well is that the term “as-sadd” (.luJi—blockade) is a
term used to define the series of mountains which were to the right
and left at that time, and “the barrier” was used at that time to
denote the barrier that Dhul-Qarnayn had built.

Today, the people have witnessed their emergence from behind these
mountains and oceans. Do you not see the series of mountains in
Asia, Europe, and other than them? They have already come from
behind them and the Black Sea and the White Sea, as well as the
surrounding oceans on every side; they’ve already crossed them and
they have already come from behind them, while they were previ-
ously confined in their homes without having the ability to come
out.

By way of this, it is known that Gog and Magog are these nations—
Russia, China, America, Germany, and those who follow them—and
this is made clear.

THE SECOND EVIDENCE

The second evidence is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

So
1

Until, when Yaf juj and Ma’juj (Gog and Magog) are
let loose (from their barrier), and they swoop down
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from every mound.

[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:96]

Meaning, when they are let loose upon the people and they come
out after they have been hidden in their homes, in the description
that Allah has mentioned concerning them:

FoVi )
And they swoop down from every mound.

[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:96]

Meaning, from every elevated place, such as mountains and that
which is higher than them. His statement £t ...swoop down” means
they swarm upon them quickly. This corresponds to what they are
upon, for they are in every place in the world, and they have been
unleashed upon the people and they come to them from every
mound. Due to this, it is mentioned using the tool of generality,
wherein Allah has said, “From every mound.”

There does not remain any mountain except that they have ascended
it, or any vast and deep ocean except that they have crossed it, or
any difficulty except that they have moved beyond it. And they have
reached that which is far-reaching beyond that: the skies from which
they swoop. Meaning: They move about quickly in airplanes that
fly throughout the eastern and western parts of the earth from all
directions. So, if this description is not applicable to them, then who
do you see that it is applicable to? And if this description does not fit
them, then inform me of who it fits!

In this noble verse lies an evidence and a conclusive proof of Allah
conveying the occurrence of these inventions which have come about
reaching this state, because Allah and His Messenger have informed
us of something that has occurred just as it was described, and they
have informed us regarding something that cannot be reached except
by way of these things. This is because it is not possible for [Gog and
Magog] to move about with such speed, swooping down from every
mound, except by way of these inventions that have come about.
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THE THIRD EVIDENCE

The third evidence is that which is established that the Prophet Uf
said in the Sahihayn:

'• • d T d l J : Jj-V t^ h c AUI Jjij
J Uj t

_->j b : (JyLg . jUl d-bjji
dr"
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. AipJl ^ 4 jldl ^ ijLoJtwwJ

Allah will say to Adam, “O Adam.” [Adam] will say, “I am here at
your service.” [Allah] will say, “Take out from your offspring the
portion for the Fire.” [Adam] will say, “O my Lord, what is the
portion for the Fire?” [Allah] will say, “Out of every thousand, 999
are for the Fire and one is in Paradise.”

The people gasped when the Prophet ft narrated this hadlth to
them, and they said, “O Messenger of Allah, where will that man
be?” He said:

£ £ £ £

Have glad tidings, for indeed you will be (counted) amongst two
nations, and they will be more abundant than anyone else. They are
Gog and Magog.

In another wording, he said:

jl jjjtll AJJ>- ^ g. L/g ,» Jl 5 bJl J J\ u— *
£

Jcr

And you will not be amongst the people except like a white hair on
the hide of a black bull, or like black hair on the hide of a white
bull.7

This hadlth is explicit in that [Gog and Magog] are from the
children of Adam, and speech from the people of history shall come
mentioning that they are from the offspring of Yafith bin Nuh and

7 Sahih al-Bukhari (3348, 4741, 6330, and 7483); Sahih Muslim (222).
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that the Turks are part of them, as well as that they are called Turks
because they were left JJ) behind the barrier of Dhul-Qarnayn, as
an indication towards that shall come.8

This hadlth corresponds with the conditions that are (currently) in
existence—Russia, China, Japan, the Franks and those who follow
them, and the people of America. Indeed, he has described them
as being greatly abundant, and that the Arabs and those who are
connected with them in relation to them are similar to one hair as it
relates to the hairs on the hide of a bull. He has also described them
as being abundant in their disbelief and being the majority of the
people of the Hellfire. This is due to their disbelief and their lack
of iman in Muhammad i§t, and the scanty amount of correct iman
that they have in the rest of the prophets. Indeed, as a long time
passes, they are such that Islam is nearly nonexistent with them. And
after this, Islam will be very minuscule among them in proportion
to their large numbers. So, if this does not mean these large nations,
then who are they?

And if you look at the connection between the Arabs and those
who are aligned with them from the Islamic nations and those
other nations, you will see the affair to be just as the Prophet|§t
has informed us. And the one who objects to this and thinks that
they are not these people claims and believes that they are nations
that are more abundant, aforementioned nations, many times over,
and that until this day, they are behind a barrier and no one has
ever seen them. By Allah, where are these people and where do you
believe they shall come from? Where are their homes that are vast
within the earth? Every place on earth has been explored, as well as
the adjacent peninsulas; and there shall come, if Allah wills, clarifica-
tion of the error of this thought process.
Know that the noble verses, authentic narrations, and speech of
the scholars that are cognizant of this affair are clear, and there is
no doubt that Gog and Magog are from the children of Adam and
that they are not from the realm of the unseen like the jinn and

Refer to the tenth evidence from this treatise.
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the angels, such that no one from amongst mankind has seen them.
Rather, they are apparent, real, and seen. Therefore, it is not possible
for anyone to say that perhaps they are in existence but Allah has
hidden them from our vision. If anyone were to say this statement,
it would be known that he has opposed the clear evidences and he
is opposing the reality. It is a statement without knowledge. Rather,
it is a statement that contradicts knowledge of the verses and narra-
tions mentioning that they are children of Adam who are seen, that
they will cause corruption on earth, and that they will inhabit the
eastern and western parts of the earth, as well as other than this from
the descriptions which have been mentioned concerning them.

THE FOURTH EVIDENCE

The fourth evidence is that which is also established in the Sahthayn
from him ft, that he said one day:

A4 cr* fA' •s-'A' ^ A AJ

Woe to the Arabs from the evils that have approached. Today, a hole
has been placed in the barrier of Gog and Magog similar to this.

And he made a circle between his thumb and index finger to illus-
trate this.9

This is an explicit, authentic evidence that—beginning with that
day wherein the Prophet ft spoke—some of the means which lead
to their emergence were present and those means continued to
strengthen with time. This is the case whether the Prophet ft struck
an example by way of which he intended to mention something
easily comprehensible to the people, intending that they (meaning
Gog and Magog) have begun working towards their emergence and
appearance upon the earth; or he intended that the barrier of Gog
and Magog had actually opened during that time in this amount
and that the opening continues to increase until it will be obliterated
9 Sahih al-Bukhdri (3347 and 7136); Sahih Muslim (2880).
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and no longer exist.10

If someone were to say, “Why did the people not witness the demoli-
tion of the wall?” The answer for this has already preceded, and this
is not problematic. It is also said that if this occurred during the time
of the Prophet Hf and the barrier had been opened in this amount,
then the Muslims would not know about that opening were it not
for the speech of the Prophet i§t wherein he said:

•S-V5' ^ A V J J i j
Woe to the Arabs from the evils that have approached.

Moreover, his conveyance of the amount that had been opened

10 Ibn Kathlr reconciles between the aforementioned hadith and the statement of Allah
the Exalted:

< ids H uj i/J,k oi ijpikii ui >
So they [Gog and Magog] were made powerless to scale it or dig

through it.
[Surah al-Kahf 18:97]

By saying: “As for the statement of those who say that this is an indication towards the
opening of the doors of evil and tribulations and that this is merely a metaphor and
the striking of an example, there is no problem with this. As for the statement of the
one who says that this was informing about a matter that was actually occurring—as is
apparent from the hadith and what immediately comes to mind—likewise, there is no
problem with this. This is because the statement of Allah in which He said:

$5 4J ljpljaai. 1 Uj i/dk ^ ^ >
“So they [Gog and Magog] were made powerless to scale it or dig

through it.
[Surah al-Kahf 18:97]

“Means: At that time they were not able to do so, because this comes in the sequence of
information that had passed. Therefore, it does not negate its occurrence in the future,
by the permission of Allah. They will have the ability to do so and they will be able to do
it gradually, little by little, until the appointed time is complete and the barrier has been
broken through; and they will emerge, as Allah has said:

“And they swoop down from every mound.”
[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:96 ]

(Refer to Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah [2/558]).
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contains a clear evidence that some of it had been opened, and that
it will soon be opened completely and they will emerge upon the
people. Also, in this hadith lies a description that is clear and evident
wherein there is no doubt for the one who knows the reality. The
Prophet Ilf expected that evil had drawn near for the Arabs, which
would occur to them by way of Gog and Magog. [This is clear to
the one who knows] the condition of the Arabs in Islam; how vastly
the Islamic conquest spread throughout the east and western parts
of the earth; how honor which was not known for other than them
had been gained for the Arabs by way of Islam and its spread; how
the other nations rallied each other against them just as one calls
people to eat from a large plate, as has been told by the truthful one
who has believed;11 moreover, the manner in which Islam began to
decline and the honor of the Arabs was removed from those Islamic
dominions; and how great inequity and tremendous evil occurred to
them bit by bit until the great scourge of the Tartars occurred.12 And

11 He is indicating the hadith of Thawban i§, who said that the Messenger of Allah ft
said:

Li" tjs! J5"

^ piLlp ^IJJ Ol dlijj
Soon, it shall be that the nations will rally together against you just as one calls and rallies
people to eat food that is upon a plate.

They said, “O Messenger of Allah, will this be due to our small number upon that day?”
He said:

" IW'On that day you will be many. However, you will be similar to the sludge of the ocean,
and the fear of you will be snatched away from the hearts of your enemies, and al-wahn
will be placed into your hearts.

They said, “O Messenger of Allah, what is al-wahnT He said:

. (.oL>J! <*
_

It is love of this life and the hatred of death.
Reported by Ahmad, and this is his wording InAl-Musnad (5/278, #22497). Abu Dawud
reported it in “The Portents of the Hour” (4297). Al-Albanl graded it sahih in Sahih Abi
Dawud (3610 and 4297), as well as within As-Sahihah (956).
12 And it is from the greatest of tribulations that occurred to the Muslims, to the point
that Ibn al-Athlr wulS? said in his history book, “A number of years remained wherein
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they (the Tartars) are from the same strain as Gog and Magog and
from their same dwelling, as the people of history—from them Ibn
Kathlr '&W —have mentioned.13

And evil has continued to descend upon the Muslims in general
and upon the Arabs specifically from these nations until they have
reached the condition that is present today, which is lamented; and
we hope that Allah displays kindness to the rest of the Muslims and
the Arabs and that He repels from them the evils which none besides

people would neglect or shy away from mentioning this incident, due to the severity of
it [causing them to have] a distaste for mentioning it. Some would speak about it while
some would not. Who is he who would find it easy to write about the humiliation of
Islam and the Muslims, and who is he who would find mentioning this to be easy for
him? Woe to me! Would that my mother had not given birth to me. And woe to me!
Would that I had died before its occurrence, or that I had been a thing long forgotten. If
someone were to say that the earth, since Allah created Adam up until now, had not been
tried with the likes of this, then that person would be truthful. Indeed, history does not
contain anything similar to it or anything remotely like it. Perhaps the creation will not
see the likes of this occurrence until the earth is done away with and the world ends, with
the exception of Gog and Magog.”

The complete context of this is in At-Tarikh (10/333). It occurred in 617 AH. This is
the affair; and he '(>$& did not live to see the rest of their fitnah and the fall of Baghdad,
which was the capital of the Islamic caliphate, as well as that which occurred from great
calamities, as Ibn Kathlr mentioned at length in Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (17/336-364);
and the incidents that occurred in 636 AH. This fitnah began in 617 AH at the borders
of China, and it nearly reached 658 AH in ‘Ayn Jalut, in Sham.
13 Ibn Kathlr said in his history book: “Gog and Magog are two groups from the Turks,
and they are the worst of the worst; they are the greatest of them in terms of evil, and
the most abundant from them regarding the corruption they caused. And connecting
them to [the Turks] is similar to connecting them to others. It has been said that the
Turks became known by this name when Dhul-Qarnayn built the barrier and Gog and
Magog were confined behind it. So a group amongst them remained and did not have
with them the likes of their corruption. Thus, they were left behind it; meaning, behind
the barrier. Due to this, they are known as at-Turk’.” (Refer to Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah
[2/553]).

He likewise said in his tafiir: “They are only known as Turks because they were left be-
hind the barrier. Besides this, they are the most closely related of the people to them
(meaning Gog and Magog).” (Refer to Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim [5/195]).
And he said in the book Tribulations and Signs before the Day ofJudgment “And they
similar to the people and they resemble them like sons resemble their fathers, having
sunken eyes and flat noses, being violent in their nature, resembling them with similar
skin tones.” (Refer to Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah [19/239]).

are
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Him can repel. These evils which we have indicated and which are
known to be many—from where have they befallen the Muslims in
general and the Arabs specifically other than from that which had
been conveyed by the truthful one that has believed, who does not
speak of his own desires, when he informed about their occurrence?
And they are Gog and Magog.

Due to this, some of the latter-day scholars who are cognizant of the
conditions of the nations—like Amir Shaklb Arslan and others—
hold that Gog and Magog are the Soviet Union, or some of them;
and without doubt, they are from them. Rather, they are at the
head of them. Ibn Kathlr, in his history book, displayed certainty
that they are the Mongols, who are the origin of the Tartars, China,
Japan, Russia, and other than them from the Europeans, as has been
mentioned by those who study lineages; and likewise those who
follow them from other nations, like America. Therefore, they take
the same ruling.

These various descriptions with which they have been described in
the Book and the Sunnah leave no doubt as it relates to the under-
standing—for the one who understands the reality—that they are
applicable to these nations. As for that which exists from narra-
tions indicating that they are a nation far-off, that their existence is
something far-off, and that their descriptions are different from the
descriptions of human beings—all of these are false.14 They oppose
the authentic narrations and reality. Therefore, it is not permissi-
ble to believe them and rely upon them, much less to give them
precedence over that which the authentic texts indicate. These narra-
tions—even though some of the people mention them and many of

14 Ibn Kathlr said, “Whoever claims that Gog and Magog were created from the nutfah
of Adam when he had a nocturnal emission and it mixed with dirt, and thus they were
created from this, and that they are not from Hawwa ; similarly, he who claims that they
have various images, being very abnormally tall, and that from them there is he who
is like the date palm tree (in height), and that from them there is he who is extremely
short, and that from them there is he who exposes one ear while covering the other—all
of these are statements for which there is no evidence, and they are speculation about
the unseen without evidence. What is correct is that they are from the children of Adam
and similar to them, and they bear their descriptions.” (Al-Biddyah wan-Nihayah [2/553-
354]).
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the compiled books have gone to great lengths mentioning ahadith
and narrations which should not be mentioned nor should any
credence be given to them—the one who has insight will know by
merely looking at them that they oppose what has been indicated by
the authentic narrations.

If you were to say that it has come in Sahih Muslim, in the long
hadith of an-Nawwas bin Sam’an, that Allah will say to Isa bin
Maryam when ‘Isa kills the Dajjal, “I have sent out slaves of mine
whom no one will be able to fight. Therefore, shelter my servants in
at-Tur”; and that they (Gog and Magog) will come out and the first
part of them will drink up Lake Tiberius and the latter part of them
will pass by and say, “There used to be water here”; and that they
would shoot their arrows to the heavens and they will return back to
them bloodied, and they will say, “We have conquered the people of
the earth and we have ascended above the people of the heavens,
then the response to this is from a number of perspectives:

”15

THE FIRST

If we assume that this hadith opposes and contradicts what those
texts indicate, then there would be no avoiding this, and that which
this hadith makes clear and indicates does not take precedence over
that which those texts indicate. And this is regarding its application.
However, there is no contradiction between these narrations, and all
praise is due to Allah.

THE SECOND

Those texts indicate their aforementioned descriptions which have
been clearly attested to and constitute certain evidence that is not
possible to reject by way of that which opposes it.

THE THIRD

His conveyance of their emergence after Tsa kills the Dajjal and the
Muslims fight the Jews does not indicate that they had not come

15 This is a portion of a long hadith which is reported by Muslim in his Sahih (2937).
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out before then. Rather, this emergence takes place time after time.
Indeed, Gog and Magog will come out being enraged at ‘Isa and
those who are with him from the believers, and they will want to
attack them. But Allah will subdue and repel them and inflict a
horrible death upon them. There are many verses that indicate that
what is intended by “emergence and coming out” is not the first
emergence and coming out—rather, it is an emergence and coming
out that occurs from time to time. Such as the statement of Allah
the Exalted:
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He it is Who drove out the disbelievers among the
People of the Scripture from their homes at the first
gathering. You did not think that they would get

out.
[Surah al-Hashr 59:2]

So this “getting out” occurs from time to time. Similarly, there is the
statement of Allah the Exalted:
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So We brought out from therein the believers.

[Surah adh-Dhariyat 51:35]

Likewise, Allah’s statement:

So We expelled them from gardens and springs.
[Surah ash-Shu'ara ' 26:57]

There are other verses which indicate that what is intended by
“coming out” and “bringing out” is that which will occur from time
to time, and it is not simply the first emergence. Similar to that is
the affair of “sending out,” as Allah the Exalted has said:

0 ^ ^ 2d ISUP iLii- uk; UiNji j£j^ liU )
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^ jljjJ!
So, when the promise came for the first of the two,
We sent against you slaves of Ours given to terrible
warfare. They entered the very innermost parts of

your homes.
[Surah al-Isra' 17:5]

So, this “sending forth” for them was from the peninsula lands to
the lands of Sham.

And similar to this is found in the words of the hadith of an-Naw-
was, wherein he said, “I have sent forth slaves of mine whom no
one can fight against.” And there is no difference between these two
meanings. Allah has said:

f 0 ; ill iii< jtfS j Li
Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground.

[Surah al-Ma' idah 5:31]

What is intended by “sending out” is not the beginning of the crows
creation. Rather, what is intended by it is that Allah sent a crow in
order to scratch the ground. Likewise, Allah has said:

4 ij. ^
“Send to us a king and we will fight in Allah’s way.”

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:246]

The meaning of this is “Appoint for us a king”; and this is evident
and clear, and all praise is due to Allah.

THE FOURTH

The Prophet ft would often strike examples for the people by way of
what they knew, specifically in the affairs for which the Muslims had
not witnessed any resemblance or likeness at that time. His ft telling
of the arrows such that when they shoot them up to the heavens it
indicates their strength and power over the people of the earth, and
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their weaponry and their inventions—within this is an indication of
them flying throughout the sky.16 It is known that weaponry by way
of arrows and their likes is from those weapons of old that are weak
and have been done away with over time; and the weapons have not
ceased to advance and increase, and there is no hope that the people
will ever return to utilizing arrows and their likes as weapons.

Rather, that which careful study indicates and close research proves
when examining the affairs is that the weapons have continuously
advanced, and these weapons which are in existence today will be
forgotten to the point that [the weapons that will come to be] will
be able to eradicate and destroy the creation. And there occurs that
which the Prophet|§t informed us of, from the destruction of men
by way of killing to the point that there will be 50 women for every
1 man.18 And the Messenger i§t did not convey that which would
confuse the intellects. Rather, his speech contains healing, infallibil-
ity, light, proof, truth, and certainty.

As for what is in it from mention of the lake and their drinking of
it, then this is either an indication that draws attention to their large
number, which is their reality, or it is that the water will be usurped
by way of tools for their crops and irrigation to the point that they
completely eradicate it; and this is a literal type of drinking. What
indicates this is that, if river water gathers at a place upon the face
of the earth whereupon there are human beings and animals, they

17

16 In this lies clear interpretation. The Messenger of Allah St is the most knowledgeable
of what he said, and this is actualized in his statement:

. to Aj

They (the arrows) will return to them bloodied.
And the Prophet 0 was able to speak with what bears the interpretation of that which
the Shaykh has mentioned, such as him saying, for example: “By way of their weaponry.”
Moreover, he has described this by attaching it to their arrows, so that which takes prece-
dence is interpreting the text upon its apparent meaning.
17 It is not inconceivable that the affair will come to be such that the newly invented
weapons will be done away with and that the people will return to a time wherein they
utilize weapons of old, and this text has many similar supporting narrations within the
ahadith that speak about the portents of the Hour and the end of time.
18 Sahih al-Bukhari 81; Jdmi’ at-Tirmidhi 2205.
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will drink from it with their mouths until they deplete it. And
the Prophet ft is absolved from speaking in opposition to reality.
Therefore, one of the two interpretations must be accepted19 if it
be that the hadlth of an-Nawwas bin SanTan has been preserved, in
order to reconcile between the texts.
And what indicates the latter interpretation is that the Zionists, the
majority of whom are from the offspring of the Franks, have come
to the borderlands continuing to usurp the water of the lake by way
of chemical means and other than it, and they have continued to
be upon this way; and it is inevitable that everything Allah and his
Messenger have conveyed will come to pass.20

THE FIFTH EVIDENCE
The fifth evidence is that which the reports have successfully
maintained from the various categories of scholars—from the schol-
19 Rather, that which is binding is [accepting] what the infallible one # has conveyed
without there being a need for interpretation, for he said:
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The first (group) of them will pass by Lake Tiberius and will drink it completely. The
latter group will pass by it and say, “There used to be water here.”

Reported by Muslim (2937).
This being an indication of their great abundance does not prevent it from being taken
literally. As for the second interpretation, it is implausible, and there is nothing in the
narrations to indicate it; the people continue to extract water from lakes and rivers by
way of old and new means. Perhaps at times it depletes (in a given place); and in spite of
that which the Shaykh has taken to in the second interpretation, Lake Tiberius has
not been depleted until now. The context of the Prophetic hadith indicates that the first
group of Gog and Magog will literally drink the water of the lake, and not that they will
irrigate, grow crops, and water their flocks.
20 Although many of the Zionists come from the lands of the Franks, they are Jews from
the lineage of Sam bin Nuh and they are not from Gog and Magog by way of the descen-
dants of Yafith, who the narration has mentioned will drink Lake Tiberius. So that which
occurs from the extraction of this water by way of tools and chemical means from the
Zionists and other than them is not, in reality, the report of the Messenger H? regarding
Gog and Magog.
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ars of tafiir, the historians, the people of genealogy and history,
the scholars of old as well as those of latter days—as well as the
unanimous agreement of their verifiers: that Gog and Magog are in
Northern Asia and are related to the Turks. And the Turks are known
as such because Dhul-Qarnayn built the fortress subduing Gog and
Magog, and this group of people left from it. Thus, they became
known as “at-Turk” because they were those who left from behind
the fortress. So, the Turks are from them, and the rest of those in
relation to them are connected to them in the lands of Turkistan.
And many of the historians have mentioned this, to the point that
there is nearly total agreement upon it.

Likewise, there are those who came later from the nations which
follow them and are an extension of them, for they have mentioned
that the children of Nuh who brought forth offspring are three.
They are:

1) Sam (Shem), who is the father of the Arabs and those who
are related to them.

2) Ham, who is the father of Sudan, the Berbers, and all of the
people of Africa.

3) Yafith (Japheth), who is the father of the Sicilians, the
Turks, and Gog and Magog, as well as the Tartars and those who
extend from them from the people of China, Japan, and the lands of
the Franks, etc.

The speech of the scholars of tafslr and the scholars of genealogy on
this topic, and on that which bears similar meaning, is plentiful, and
it is not possible to transmit it here in this summarized treatise. The
one who is right-minded is such that, when he knows the reality and
he knows where the abodes of the Turks are, as well as those who
are related to them, then he knows that the speech of these schol-
ars is explicit that they are these nations which we have mentioned.
Let your minds be clear in understanding that Gog and Magog are
not an unseen creation. Rather, they are human beings and they are
apparent and real, as various evidences have established.
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THE SIXTH EVIDENCE
The sixth evidence is that the Legislator does not convey anything
that would confuse the minds, and which is contradicted by reality
and that which is tangible. Rather, everything which the legisla-
tion conveys is not objected to by way of sensory perception, sound
intellect, or other than it from the knowledge-based affairs. And he
who claims that Gog and Magog are not these nations whom we
have mentioned, then his statement is something which is impos-
sible, because the person who is saying this claims and believes that
they (Gog and Magog) are large nations from the children of Adam
and that they are more than these nations which are known today
upon the face of the earth, many times over. This statement is incon-
ceivable, and the Legislator is free from this statement being ascribed
to Him.

This is because it opens the way for the disbelievers and the obsti-
nate rejecters to criticize the Legislator and to say, “How can they
inform us regarding nations upon the face of the earth that are
more than those who are in existence within the six continents and
that which extends from them? Where are they and where are their
homes? The entirety of the earth has been uncovered and its people
are known in every land, and there does not remain any place upon
the earth except that the knowledge of the people has reached it,
with the exception of a very small portion beneath the two poles
that is covered by snow, where it is not possible for any human being
to inhabit it nor any animal or plant life, due to the severity of its
cold and the absence of sunlight reaching it. And it is a very small
tract in relation to the entirety of the earth that has been uncovered.”

So, the mere imagining of one who has sound intellect of this
statement is sufficient to refute it, and that which makes this affair
entirely clear is the next point.

THE SEVENTH EVIDENCE

The seventh evidence is that all of the continents of the world, of old

51



THE FITNAH OF DAJjAL & GOG AND MAGOG

and recent times, are six:21

1) Asia. It is from the Red Sea and the White Sea, westward to
the furthest lands of Siberia; from the lands of Russia going north to
the Pacific Ocean; going east to the Black Sea and Ukraine. As well
as that which is beyond or that which is facing Europe westward.

2) Africa. Its eastern part is by the Red Sea up to the Atlantic
Ocean westward, and from the White Sea northward to the Atlantic
Ocean; and it is connected to the Indian Ocean in the south.

3) Europe, which is bordered by the White Sea to the south,
extending to the North Sea then the Atlantic Ocean to the north
and west, and from the lands of Andalus westward to the Ukraine
eastward.

4) Australia. It is the continent that sits to the southeast in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean.

5) South America. It sits in the gulf of Panama from the
Atlantic Ocean to the north, and it extends to the Pacific Ocean in
the south.

6) North America. It is connected at the west of the Atlantic
Ocean and the North Sea, and from the east it is connected to the
Pacific Ocean.

These are all of the continents of the earth by the agreement of those
who are acquainted with that; and both small and larger patches of
land are connected to these continents. These continents are known
by all of the people, and the races of their inhabitants are known,
as well as their classes. Knowledge of them is such that their exact
numbers are known. And the people are certain regarding this; there
is no doubt that the aforementioned people in these six continents
are the people of the earth and that there is no one upon the face of

21 Translator’s Note: The Glossary of Geology, which is published by the American
Geosciences Institute, defines a continent as: “One of the earth’s major land masses, in-
cluding both dry land and continental shelves.” Using the criteria defined above, many
geologists say that there are six continents.
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the earth other than them.

So, when one comes and informs us that there are other than these
aforementioned people on the earth from the children of Adam—
more than these people who are known from the children of Adam,
more than the aforementioned people many times over—we know
the severity of his error and that he has opposed the conclusive
reality; and this is something that is clear, and it increases us in
understanding.

THE EIGHTH EVIDENCE

The roundness of the earth is established such that there is no
debate regarding it. Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, as well as Ibn
al-Qayyim, Ibn Kathlr, and other than them have mentioned this.
Shaykh-ul-Islam has mentioned that the evidences of the Book and
the Sunnah regarding this statement are evident.22

Likewise, the people who have knowledge about this affair are in
agreement regarding it. There were, in times of old, those from
amongst the people of knowledge who opposed the concept of the
roundness of the earth, before its affair was revealed. They thought
that it being round contradicted it being spread out, and this is an
error. Indeed, a large and spread-out body can perhaps be round as
well. Allah the Exalted has said:

And at the earth, how it is spread out?
[Surah al-Ghdshiyah 88:20]

Meaning: How it extends out, and it is spread for the benefit of all
of the children of Adam.

22 Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, “Know that the earth is such that it is agreed
upon that it is round in shape, and there is nothing beneath the surface of the earth ex-
cept its core, and at the end of that is its inner core. Therefore, we have no clear direction
except two: up and down. And the directions differ just as the people differ, and this is by
way of the Book, the Sunnah, and the consensus.” (Refer to Majmu al-Fatawa [5/150]).
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Allah the Exalted has said:
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He makes the night go round the day and makes the
day go round the night.

[Surah az-Zumar 39:5]

And that which revolves is round, similar to the revolving of the
turban around the head. Allah the Exalted has also said:

They all float, each in an orbit.
[Surah Ya-Sin 36:40]

Moreover, to correspond with this, the reality is known such that
there is no doubt in it. After the occurrence of inventions and the
means of transportation and communication, the roundness of the
earth became something known to everyone who was acquainted
with the earth. And it is possible, and a person is able, at any given
time to know the time in the various places on earth. He knows that
when it is night in some directions, it is daytime in others; and the
opposite is true. And the sun continues to run on its course, so when
it rises on one side, it sets on another side. For example, if the sun
declines in the Arabian Peninsula, it has set in the far east of China
and the lands of Japan. When the sun sets in the Arabian Peninsula,
then it has begun to rise in the lands of America. Moreover, if the
sun declines in America, it has begun to rise in Japan and China,
and so on.

Likewise, he who travels west across the Atlantic Ocean to the
northwest will end up in America. And likewise, towards the Pacific
Ocean; and if he were to travel from the Pacific Ocean, he would
reach Japan and then China and then return back to the place of
departure. Such is the case in every place. It is known that if the earth
is round, then it is restricted in terms of its structure. Therefore, the
claim of he who says that there are other nations more than those
who have been mentioned and are well-known upon the face of the

54



Gog & Magog

earth, is a claim that opposes the conclusive evidence; and anything
that is like this is known to be an error.

And know that whoever opposes what we have mentioned does
not have any evidence except that which we have mentioned in the
hadlth of an-Nawwas bin Sam’an, and we have also mentioned its
explanation.

Likewise, they think that the names remain the way that they are
forever. So, once they saw that these nations have other names
specific to them—like Russia, Japan, and their likes—they believed
that they are not Gog and Magog, and this is a clear mistake. How
many names alter and change over time? The names of directions,
the names of governments, the names of elements—all are subject to
change. How often does a name change to another name? How often
do nations evolve from other nations? Those who are acquainted
with the lineages of the Turks23 have mentioned the Turaniyyun
(or the Turanians), who are from the lineage of Gog and Magog;
and this nation continues to spread east and west. It is known that
the names often change and modify, and that which is given due
consideration is the descriptions which have been mentioned in the
Book and the Sunnah; and we have clarified the application of their
descriptions upon these nations in what has preceded.
(This is) in addition to the fact that the name today exists, for
indeed, the name of the original lands of Gog and Magog (which are
the lands of Mongolia and eastern Turkistan) are still known, and
those tribes are still called Gog and Magog. And today, they extend
from the state of Russia.

THE NINTH EVIDENCE

The ninth evidence, which is conclusive of all that has preceded,

23 The Turks: This group embraces the most widely scattered folk—the Ottoman Turks
of Constantinople and Anatolia, the Turcomans of Central Asia and Persia, the Tartars
of South Russia and Transcaucasia, the Magyars of Hungary, the Finns of Finland and
the Baltic provinces, the aboriginal tribes of Siberia, and even the distant Mongols and
Manchus.
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is that the evidences of the Book and the Sunnah, as well as the
aforementioned descriptions within them of Gog and Magog,
are not correctly applied to anyone other than those whom we
have mentioned from those nations. Likewise, the reality of those
affairs is conclusive in determining this by way of perception and
sound knowledge; and an indication and an affirmation of this
has preceded. When all of this is combined, you will know with
certain knowledge containing no doubt that they are applicable to
those nations, and that they are the ones intended by way of them,
and that they (the evidences) are from the proofs of the message of
Muhammad Hi.
You will know, as well, by way of that which has preceded, that there
is none other than those aforementioned people from the children
of Adam upon the face of the earth, and that whoever says that Gog
and Magog are other than them has not said this based upon knowl-
edge and proof; it is only a statement without knowledge. Rather, it
opposes sound knowledge.

THE TENTH EVIDENCE

The tenth evidence is that the term Gog and Magog (Ya’juj and
Ma' juj, £ jaLaj £ j?L) is derived from the word “al-ajij”
meaning “burning,” and “as-sur ah” (<& j^\) 9 meaning “speed.” The
Legislator has described them with this, which indicates what we
have mentioned. Due to this, it is more likely that the term is the
title of a genus, although a group of people of knowledge hold that
they are a specific group of the Soviet Union and they are known
today by way of this name. It being the title of a genus would
include them as well as those who follow them. And this is from two
perspectives:

1) The aforementioned descriptions in the Book and the
Sunnah are applicable to all of the groups mentioned, such as Allah’s
statement:

LX Cr* (*-*i ^
56



Gog & Magog

And they swoop down from every mound.
[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:96]

As well as the evil which reaches the Muslims in general, from them
and the Arabs specifically, as well as the description of their large
number, their disbelief, that they are the majority of the inhabitants
of the Fire, and other than this from that which is clear regarding
them.

2) The conveyance of the Prophet Ht regarding the contingent
that is for the Hellfire, and that out of every 1,000 it is 999 in the
Fire and one in Paradise, and that the majority of these people of
the Fire are from Gog and Magog. These things cannot conceivably
be applied to anyone except a particular genus. Since many of the
people were unclear regarding this issue, the affair was not apparent
to them. This is in addition to the fact that whoever looks at the
evidences of the legislation, as well as the intellectual proofs, will not
doubt this.

I would like to cite the speech of reputable people of this era and
those who have complete cognizance of these issues which indicate
what has been mentioned. Amir Shaklb Arslan SuW said in the
footnotes of the book The New World of Islam that Gog and Magog
are the Mongols, and he mentioned their battles against the lands
of the Franks and their defeat and conquest of them. He also said
in his book The Conquest of the Arabs on p. 170, “In those days, the
Mongols reached France and filled the lands with destruction and
carnage. And people saw within them an affirmation of the proph-
ecy of Ezekiel regarding Gog and Magog.”

It was written in the first volume of Al-Hilal as-Sundusiyyah by Amir
Shaklb, on p. 178: “Ar-RazI mentioned that the Goths (meaning the
kings of Andalus) whom the Muslims defeated—the last of whom
was named Roderick—were from the children of Gog and Magog,
who are the offspring of Yafith (Japheth) bin Nuh.”

In Al-Mannar magazine, vol. 11, at the end of the answer to the
question on p. 284, it is written: “This is the case; and whoever
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reflects upon the onslaught of the Tartar Mongols—who are the
offspring of Gog and Magog—against the Muslim and Christian
lands in the 7th century after the Hijrah, and that which they brought
about from corruption on the earth and that which they caused to
the various nations from murder, abuse, and slaughter, will under-
stand that it is possible for this to occur from them again before the
establishment of the Hour. As the Noble Qur'an has mentioned:
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“Until, when Ya’juj and Mafjuj (Gog and Magog)
are let loose...”

[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:96]

Shakib Arslan mentioned in the footnotes of Muqaddimah Ibn
Khaldun, as well as The New World of Islam, the description of the
perpetuity of the lineages of the Tartars, Gog and Magog, and
the Turks, and how they enter into the generality of the people of
Europe after having inhabited Asia; and some of the people departed
from there, while the majority of them remained in Asia.
The author of At-Tadhkirah mentioned in it (2/86), when speak-
ing about the nature of various lands, the lands of Gog and Magog
and the place wherein they reside, and that which they bartered
from other lands, in extensive speech which supports what we have
mentioned. It is mentioned in the magazine Al-Fath, vol. 440
printed on the 7th of Muharram, 1254 AH, on p. 96 in an article
by Shaykh Muhammad Sulayman: “The middle generations and the
people of Europe came, transgressing against the Muslims and fight-
ing them in their homes, waging war against them and against their
tents; and Gog and Magog emerged, so the Tartars came from the
east against the lands of Islam and pillaged, destroyed, and created
carnage therein, demolishing the caliphate; and they killed the
caliph, and the Muslims ended up in a small tract of land in the east
and a clear place in the west.”
Likewise, in Minjam al-Tmran,24 vol. 1, p. 58, it is mentioned:

24 The book Minjam al-lmran fil-Mustadrak ‘Ala Mujam al-Buldan was compiled by
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“From the nations whose movements are known, as well as the
migration of their tribes, are the Hankou Turks. Indeed, they are
the oldest of the tribes whose history we know as it touches other
nations; perhaps they were the Indo-Germanic nation which resided
near the Yutighah area in the northwestern direction of China. This
occurrence, which brought about the conquest, destruction, and
pillaging, took place in 214 BC and extended until it reached as far
west as Europe, continuing to the middle parts of Asia in the direc-
tion of the north from the Himalayan mountains.”

He went on to say on p. 62: “When the Europeans saw what they
saw from the conquests of the Mongols, which had extended from
China up to Krakow (which is in the middle of Europe) and up to
the Mediterranean coast and the west of Asia within 26 years, fear
gripped their hearts.”

He also said in Al-Minjam, vol.l, p. 72: “Havoc was wreaked upon
the earth by way of the conquest of Russia in the middle of Asia,
and England was in fear of that occurring to them. The end of the
war between Russia and the Circassians was in 1864 CE, which
corresponded to 1281 AH. It led to the destruction of the great wall
which protected its dominion, and that was the Caucasus mountain;
and this led to them achieving their most important goal.”

Al-Mas’udl wrote in Al-Muqtabis: “The border of the fifth region
was an ocean of Sham, and it extended to the furthest recesses of
Rome, from that which extended from the ocean going up to Thrace
and the lands of Burjan and al-Istiban as well as Gog and Magog,
the Turks, the Khazars, al-Lan, and al-Jalaliqah.”

So, he considered all of them to be in the lands of the Turks. Ibn
Rustah said, “The sixth region begins from the east and passes
through the lands of Gog and Magog and upon the lands of the
Khazars, and it extends to the western ocean.” Look at how he
explicitly mentions it passing through the lands of the Khazars, and
this is known to be near the Caspian Sea.

Muhammad Amin al-Khanijl. He gave great importance to manuscripts. (Refer to
Mujam al-Mu'allifin [5 /74] ).
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Al-Balkhi said in his book of history, on p. 534: “The sixth region
begins from the east and passes through the lands of Gog and
Magog, and it ends at the lands of the Khazars and then to the
middle of Gorgan up to the lands of Rome.”

The people of knowledge say: That which is beyond these regions up
to the inhabited places that we are aware of beginning from the east
is from the lands of Gog and Magog that are known, and the reality
affirms this and it is attested to; and the speech of the people of
history and their verifiers, as well as those who are acquainted with
these affairs, support that and attest to it.

Based upon this, it is obligatory upon the one who is certain of
this and knows the texts to believe in it and to worship Allah by
way of this. It is upon the one who is confused regarding this issue
to withhold from speaking with certainty regarding either of the
two affairs; thus, he neither negates nor affirms. And if he is not
certain regarding either of the two affairs, then he is to be patient
and take his time until he is able to contemplate the legislative
evidences, as well as the intellectual evidences, and thus know the
reality. If he becomes certain regarding one of the two affairs based
upon the evidences, then it becomes incumbent upon him to follow
the correct proof. And if he were to speak with certainty regarding
one of the two affairs, blindly following without knowing which is
correct, then he has spoken without knowledge and this has no basis
in this issue. Rather, all affairs depend upon a foundation, which we
hope Allah actualizes for every seeker of beneficial knowledge.

We ask Allah to guide us and our brothers from amongst the
Muslims to His Straight Path, in guidance and knowledge, so that
we may know what He has sent down upon us from the Book and
al-hikmah—in general and in detail—and in guidance in knowledge
so that we may traverse upon the path which leads to Allah and to
the abode of His honor by way of it, adhering to the commands and
avoiding the prohibitions. Indeed, Allah is Generous and Kind.

May prayers and peace be upon Muhammad, his family, and his
Companions all together.
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