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The Happiest Woman in the World 53

§Have We not expanded for you your breast?p
(Qur’an 94: 1)

9
Old women make heroes

Be like the old woman before al-Hajjaj, who put her trust in
her Lord when al-Hajjaj put her son in prison and swore to her by
Allah that he was going to kill him. She said, with confidence and
courage, “If you do not kill him, he will die anyway!”

Be like the old Persian woman who put her trust in Allah the
day she had to be away from her chicken coop. She looked up
towards the heavens and said: “O’ Allah, protect my chicken coop
for You are the Best of protectors!”

Be steadfast like Asma’ bint Abi Bakr, who saw her son
‘Abdallah ibn az-Zubayr crucified, and said her famous words: “Is
it not time for this knight to dismount (i.e., come down off the
crucifixion post)?”

Be like al-Khansa’ who offered four martyrs for the sake of
Allah, and when they were killed she said: “Praise be to Allah
Who has honoured me by causing them to be slain as martyrs for
His sake.” Look at these woman and their glorious history.

“Take from the breeze its tendemess,
from the musk its fragrance and from
the mountain its steadfastness.”
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