




















§zép Tibor': A small bird with a difficult life - in the light of
& vears long integrated monitoring of sand martin (Riparia
riparia) breeding population along the river Tisza

ding along the river Tisza, in naturally

rming river banks (n Eastern Hungary shows large annual fluctiation
thousands pairs] with obvious decling during the last

lar to many long-distiance migrant species In Central

I pe. The size and distnbution of breeding habitats and populdtion

recding success and survival are relatively easy to investigate for
i let us to study In details the population
potential factors biehind it Intense ringing work at
+ since 1986 (~130 thousands birds were ringed)
model and estimate the survival rate with high' precision.
er worl showed among the first the direet relationship
I the Sahelian rainfall and survival rate In the case of a long:
tance  migrant, Iindicating the important rolé. of  the
gration/wintenng effects on the breeding population. Adverse
ellan condition could explain large popula tion decline between
‘0 consecutive years because ol higher mortality, however on the
base of the survival rates of more than two decades. there is no
decreasing tendency in the survival and behind the decline of the
breeding population influence of environmental factors ﬂtl_l'hﬂ'
oreeding success could have high Importance. Investigation of the
breeding success of near 23 thousands holes since 1985, using
endoscope, allowed to monitor the reproductive performance of the
studied population.

irge population wil

Ihe level of the breeding success in a given year has high impact on the
population size in the following year, which is very obvious In yCars
with “green flood” along the river, when near all nests '-']'-'“_Tuj"cd
+J1-.:'|n['_' incubation/feeding period. Different environmental r;dcmr:
known or expected behind the change of the breeding success ar

discussed,
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{ahn Steffen!, Liechti Fellx, Lisovski Simeon: Geolocation by
Fahn aie !

light: a new avenue in tracking small migrants

ight:s BER

Lilitons of passerines arg migrating beiween Eur.]la:in and
R I:I.“|..I.I.]‘|:;|J-:-.,-,||'.|r:n[ BILOS 0T '_-p.llltl-tl.ril]:ﬂ.ll‘.!] l‘lilm:ilu’]n
Afpick ml'!: - T:I-rmm_]r-.- known. Most of the migrants have body
3 ”E:I‘”: ::r,u:..:{':L and therefore, GPS devices are still not suitable
,I:.\,-..'I.”_:|,-,-;f|u.;| .mmruth‘-l'l in small birds II{:'.'.'WE_‘T'. curTernt
:.II.,!.TI]; development of miniaturized goolocators allows for the Arst

to track passerines with body maszes down'to 12-15p
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[lere, we want to Introduce into this astonishing nu:-t]Iu_uj by giving
come astro-physical h.u.kg:ruund |r1'[u:rtr}:=,uun_ l':j,.- pm\;fldmu .detai’[s on
factors which influence the accuracy of calculated positions and how
wr can account for such [naccuracies.
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Kalocsa Béla', Tamis Enlké Anna, Mérocz Attila: Waterbird
monitoring on the Danube reach between rkm 1479 and
rkm 1433 (downstream Baja, in Hungary), from Aupust to
April, years 1996-2012,

Waterbird counts on the river Danube have been carried out since
1977 with changing intensity The Danube reach resecarched by us
covers the river rom Baja (rkm 1479) to the southern country border
(rkm 1433). We have carried out counts each year from August to the
following April. mid-month. We did our research In frame of the
Waterbird Specielist Group of MME BirdLife Hungary, but in 1996 we
also joined the initiative of the University of West Hungary on wildfow]
monitoring.

The Danube reach belongs to the middle course of the river, tending to
be meandering, but regulated. Stone bank protection is often applied,
thus eroded banks are searce, In the backwaters of horfzontal
regulatory structures (groynes) the fverbed is characterised by high
sand dunes, which are under water at mean or higher waterlevels. The
width of the fMleodplain on the reach varies between 350 m and 6 km:

and the difference between the lowest and highest observed
waterievels is around 10 m,

The upstream 14 kms of the reach belong to the Gemenc Kegion, while
the downstream part to the Beda-Karapancsa Region of the Danube
Drava National Park since 1996 This reach of the Danube covers two
ramsar sites, and {s alzo an Important Bird Area

In our talk wu present the species list, numbery, within vear
fluctuations and long-term trends of the ohserved migrating and
wintering waterbirds, out of which the Mallard (Anas plathyrhynchos)
represents 60-80%, the Cormorant (Phalacrocorox carbo) represents
10-15%. Other frequently observed bird species include Avthia fertna,

Anas crecea, Anas penelope, Bucephala clangula and Aythia Sfuliguio.
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