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At Kin Kin State School, outdoor education pursuits are just 
as important as classroom learning.  

Music plays an important part in the education of Kin Kin 
State School. 

Council, tourism group 
seek trails network funds 
After failing to obtain a 
$1.5m state government 
grant to kick-start the 
planned upgrade of the 
Noosa Trail Network, 
Noosa Council and Tourism 
Noosa are preparing a 
submission to the 
Commonwealth 
Government seeking a $9m 
injection into the plan that 
will make Pomona a hub 
town for nature-based 
tourism in the hinterland. 
 

Noosa Council’s Principal 
Environment Officer, Peter 
Milne, told 30 people at the 
council and tourism group 
joint ‘roadshow’ on Tuesday 
15 September that the 
Federal Member for Wide 
Bay, Llew O’Brien, had 
been briefed about the 
likely economic benefits 
that will flow should the 
grant application be 
successful. 
 

Meanwhile, Noosa Council 
has formed an 
infrastructure services 
‘project team’ following the 
launch of the Noosa Trails 
Masterplan and set aside 
$70,000 to meet the cost of 
auditing the 101km 
network. The audit will 
establish which works are 
required, in order of 
priority. 
The council also proposes 

to form a trails stakeholder 
reference group by 
Christmas. “We want to run 
the stakeholder 
consultation at the same 
time as the track audit to 
get a better idea of what is 
happening on the ground,” 
Mr Milne said. 
 

Simultaneously, a 
complementary 
Memorandum of 
Understanding is being 
negotiated with the 
Queensland National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, which 
is responsible for 
management of Tuchekoi 
National Park. 
Head of Environment and 
Tourism Sustainability at 
Tourism Noosa, Juanita 
Terry-Bloomfield, informed 
those present that numbers 
of visitors travelling the 
Noosa Country Drive, 
continued to grow.  
 

More than 60,000 copies of 
the country drive map were 
being printed each year, 
she said. A ‘western loop’ 
travel option had been 
added to cover the Mary 
Valley. 
 

The council’s Principal 
Strategic Planner, Michelle 
Tucker, explained the 
changes to the Noosa Plan 
that will allow nature-based 
tourism activities in the 
shire. 
 

Public feedback at the 
meeting revolved around 
parking problems in 
Pomona and a lack of 
signage on the trail 
network, including where it 
passed through town. 
Similar roadshows were 
held at Kin Kin and Cooroy. 

TRAFFIC COUNTERS 
 

Strips of black rubber the thickness of a garden hose 
have been placed across Reserve Street outside the 
Pomona Distilling Co. and on the Pomona-Kin Kin 
Road on the Cooran side of the Six-Mile Creek Bridge.  
 

They have been put there by the Department of 
Transport and Main Roads to measure the volume of 
traffic passing over them. 
The traffic counters are likely to be in place for the next 
two months.  

POMONA WALK-
ING GROUP  

 

Monday to Friday 

6.30am  

Meeting Point  

Community House  

1 Memorial Ave, Pomona 
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A small school with a big heart  
by Narelle Shruh 
 

Kin Kin State School 
(KKSS) offers a 
personalised learning 
experience for students and 
their families that goes 
beyond the norms of 
integrated school curricula 
and works towards 
maximising and prioritising 
individual strengths and 
opportunities.   
 

KKSS has long been 
regarded for its 
outstanding Kitchen 
Garden Program, with 
school and community 
members embracing the 
environmentally-centred 
and unique resource 
located within its grounds.  
 

Principal, Louise Parry says:  
“We ensure that the 
Kitchen Garden is an area 
of comfort, rest and 
learning where students are 
able to connect with their 
self, others and the 
environment.  
 

“Our improvement priority 
is writing, which is 
enriched through the 
Kitchen Garden experience 
as students can develop 
vocabulary, be exposed to a 
variety of real life 
opportunities to write and 
communicate and enliven 

their imagination through 
the amazing adventures in 
our natural world.”  
 

Recently, the school's Arts 
Expo saw Specialist Music 
Teacher, Anna Oakley, 
share her knowledge and 
experience to develop an 
event that showcased the 
talents of each student.  
 

Class teachers presented 
visual arts displays of 
students’ creative and 
imaginative pieces. The 
annual P&C Spring raffle 
was live-streamed on the 
school’s Facebook page and 
exceeded fundraising 
expectations.  
 

“Our number one priority 
this year has been the 
health of our students, 
families and the 
community with the 
support of Education 
Queensland. We continue 
to ensure our families have 
up-to-the-minute 
information regarding the 
school’s management 
practices, while 
maintaining a calm and 
protected environment for 
students,” Louise said.  
 

“Washing hands, 
regimented school cleaning 
practices, adult social 
distancing and COVID-19 

safe events have become 
integral parts of our 
everyday school life.”  
 

A Learning at Home 
Program was developed 
with the option of paper-
based and online learning 
modules. Semester 1 
achievement summaries 
confirmed that students 
remained engaged through 
the COVID-19 restrictions.  
 

More than 93 per cent of 
students achieved a ‘C’ or 
above assessment across 
english, maths and science 
subjects. Louise said:  
“These results are a tribute 
to the combined efforts of 
our teachers, parents and 
students”.  
 

The Kind Kids Festival was 
a significant highlight, with 
a week-long celebration of 
student and community 
resilience. It included 
drumming workshops, well
-being and team-building 
exercises and art make-and
-take sessions led by a 
visiting local artist to assist 
students learn how to 
manage the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

A long-held school 
tradition, Arts in the 
Garden, was this year 
extended to include all 

grades Prep-6. Garden 
teacher aide Gemma Guest, 
and teachers Michelle 
Hartshorn and Anthony 
Swales collaborated to 
develop an engaging 
afternoon of garden-based 
and -inspired activities.  
 

Students enjoyed creating 
vertical bamboo gardens, 
miniature terrariums, 
nature weaving crowns, 
seed pod painting and clay 
nature prints.  
 

The KKSS Playgroup 
operates at the school on 
Thursdays from 9am to 
10.30am in a reinvigorated 
play space, thanks to 
Natalia Broadhead and 
early years teacher Michelle 
Hartshorn.  
 

Louise said: “Our playgroup 
continues to grow, but we 
are keen to have more local 
families enrol at the school, 
especially in the P-2 grades, 
to ensure the continued 
healthy and vibrant growth 
of the community”.  
 

For information regarding 
KKSS contact Louise Parry 
on 07 5485 4168.  

Government support for on-farm natural resource management 
Applications close on 9 October for farmers, fishers and 
foresters seeking federal government funding to adopt 
best practice resource management efforts. The Smart 
Farms Small Grants Fund totals $6.5 million, with 
individuals eligible for up to $100,000 each, according to 
the Federal Member for Wide Bay, Llew O’Brien. 
 

Smart Farms Small Grants is a sustainable agriculture 
element of the National Landcare Program (NLP).  
“The funding is aimed at one- to two-year projects that 
will promote the best practice in sustainable farming, in 

a range of areas such as pest control, vegetation 
management, farm input efficiency, climate and market 
management, and the use of new technologies,” Mr 
O’Brien said. “In Wide Bay, we’re already seeing the 
benefit of this program with the Noosa and District 
Landcare Group’s Keeping It In Kin Kin project, which 
received $49,887 through Round 3 and is doing great 
work to reduce erosion and prevent sediment entering 
Lake Cootharaba.” For more information and to apply, 
visit the Community Grants Hub 
www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants. 

https://llewobrien.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e055cb0baf06d1ac697ef1263&id=dd014b8917&e=69c2c8e8ee

