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Left: The faces of Kin Kin are 
smiling as the village 
continues to punch above its 
weight. Black Ant Gourmet is 
just one of the businesses 
thriving as part of the 
renewal. Steady population 
growth has occurred. 

Right: Zach Luxford mans a 
stall at the Kin Kin markets, 
which start on 2 August. For 
details contact Maz and Trev 
on 54855309 or 0388023248  
 

Far Right: Bishop Jeremy 
Greaves addresses the public 
meeting called to consider the 
future of St Luke’s Anglican 
Church, which may have to 
be sold. 

KIN KIN NEWS                                          Send your Kin Kin news to:  relleschuh@gmail.com 

Kin Kin – prosperous and progressive village 
by Narelle Schuh 
 

The Noosa Hinterland town of Kin Kin is just a 
picturesque 30-minute drive from Noosa Heads and part 
of the Shire of Noosa. While steeped in dairy history, 
today it is home to an eclectic and growing group of 
artisans, artists, foodies and nature lovers.  
 

With a population of just 800, residents and visitors are 
spoilt for choice. More than 80 local businesses operate 
within the area. 
 

The tight-knit community offers accommodation and 
health retreats, outdoor art galleries, an award-winning 
restaurant, a traditional country pub and even a gift 
shop recently opened on Main Street.  
 

Founded in 1902, Kin Kin interestingly boasts more 
heritage-listed dwellings than anywhere else in the 
Noosa Shire. The Kin Kin sawmill is the only sawmill still 

operating in Queensland since the 1940s and remains a 
relatively intact example of a small mill originally 
established to produce timber for fruit packing cases.  
 

At the heart of the village is the Kin Kin Community 
Group Inc (KKCG) which provides a forum for locals to 
discuss ways to enhance the community experience, 
celebrate the town’s heritage and potential, and promote 
the uniqueness that is Kin Kin.  
 

Former KKCG President, John News, says that as Kin Kin 
is a hub for the Noosa Trail Network, it very much is in 
the spotlight now with the recent unveiling of the Noosa 
Trails Masterplan to promote trail-based tourism in the 
Noosa Hinterland.  
 

“There are currently four trails beginning at Kin Kin – a 
Countryside Loop and trails to Cooran and Lake 
Macdonald. With Tourism Noosa's commitment to 
upgrading these trails, we are excited about the future 
opportunities a high-quality and sustainable trail 
network will bring to our town.”  
 

KKCG operates the Kin Kin Creations Market which is 
held from 8am to noon on the first Sunday of each 
month, featuring fresh local produce, art and second-
hand treasures. On the drive over the range, you can 
visit the Kin Kin Arboretum which – thanks to a recent 
collaboration between KKCG, Noosa Council and Noosa 
and District Landcare – recently received an upgrade.  
 

Visitors can access QR codes and explore Noosa’s native 
plants website where a full description of each species is 
available. It is a great experience for nature lovers.  
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Gathering moves to save St Luke’s Anglican Church 

Six years shy of its centenary year, a 
push is being mounted to examine 
alternative community uses for St 
Luke’s Church, Kin Kin, after the 
Cooroora Anglican Parish Council 
passed a motion seeking permission 
from the Anglican Archbishop of 
Brisbane to commence the process of 
closing the church permanently as a 
place of worship. 
 

Regular services have not been held 
at the church for the past five or six 
years, although it is packed for 
events such as the annual Anzac Day 
commemoration and remains a 
significant building on the Noosa 
Shire Heritage Register. This places 
restrictions on any future 
renovations or building alterations 
under new ownership. 
 

The passing of the motion is the first 
step on a path to deconsecration as a 
church and possible sale of the 
building – a prospect not palatable to 
a meeting of about 20 parishioners 
and members of the public convened 
last month to consider the building’s 
future. The meeting was chaired by 
the Bishop-in-Charge of the 
Northern Region of the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane, the Rt Rev. Jeremy 
Greaves. 
 

Those present proposed the opening 
of a diologue between the parish 
council and the Kin Kin Community 
Group about transference to 
community ownership for possible 
use as a flexible gathering place.  

Cr Karen Finzel, representing Noosa 
Council, said unspent Heritage Levy 
money could be used for this 
purpose. A commercial wedding 
chapel was among other possible 
uses discussed. 
 

Bishop Greaves said the collection 
plate revenue from just 40 regular 
churchgoers across three churches in 
the Cooroora Parish simply could not 
sustain the $140,000 budget needed 
to pay a priest and provide for 
necessary costs.  
 

The stopping of worship during the 
Coronavirus pandemic had been a 
contributing factor, he said. Locum 
clergy serve the parish currently. 
 

The bishop warned: “We cannot 
direct what will happen if the 
property is sold.” He added that 
alternatives had been explored for St 

Luke’s to be administered by 
stronger Anglican parishes at 
Gympie, Noosa and Nambour. 
“This parish must find other ways we 
can provide church to the 
community,” he said. 
 

Before its sale, ultimately to be 
decided by the Archbishop of 
Brisbane acting on the advice of his 
Diocesan Council, Bishop Greaves 
said community uses for the church 
and adjacent hall would be 
considered, and welcomed. 
 

Construction of St Luke’s Anglican 
Church began in 1923. It was 
dedicated to God on 19 November 
1926 by Archbishop Gerald Sharp.  
 

It was damaged by a storm in 1985, as 
was much of Kin Kin, and was rebuilt 
with the support of the entire 
community. 

Newly-elected president of the Kin 
Kin Community Group, Jann Bonsall, 
points to eight new babies in recent 
months – half of them home births – 
as a sign of community growth 
leading to a revitalisation of the 
village. She was elected to her 
position at the group’s AGM on 24 
July. 
 

Ms Bonsall, who observes the town 
through her role at the post office, 
sees her immediate task as ‘getting 
people engaged with each other’ 

through a number of sub-committees 
to be formed under the umbrella of 
the community group. “It is a very 
broad church here and the town has 
so much potential. We are growing 
quickly and those who are coming 
here want to be in the community.  
 

My job is to have them consider 
common goals and not wander in 
disparate directions,” she said. An 
immediate objective is to consider 
possible community uses for the St 
Luke’s Anglican Church building. 

Community unity is new president’s goal 


