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 Continuous generations of medicos           by Narelle Schuh

Dr Michael Nicholson after receiving Life 
Fellowship of the RACGP in 2009. 

DR CHARLES HUGH NICHOLSON  
(Born 1869 Hereford; died 1949 Hendon)

Dr Charles Hugh Nicholson practised 
as a GP with his brother, Henry in East 
and North London from around 1900. He 
graduated from the Middlesex Hospital 
School of Medicine, London University.

SURGEON CAPTAIN CHARLES BOYD 
NICHOLSON, CBE 
(Born 1902 Bedfordshire; died 1986 
Eastbourne)

Surgeon Captain Charles Boyd 
Nicholson, CBE graduated from 
the Middlesex Hospital School of 
Medicine, London University in 1926. 
He almost immediately joined the navy 
and saw service in naval hospitals 
in Portsmouth, Chatham, Plymouth, 
Hong Kong and Algiers. After the war 
he returned to sea but later used his 
excellent administrative ability to help 
with reorganisation at the Admiralty. 
He retired from the Royal Navy in 1958 
and was appointed Medical Officer at 
Eastbourne College where he became 
a leading member of the Medical 
Officers of Schools Association and 
was a founding member of the British 
Association of Sport and Medicine.

DR MICHAEL JOHN BOYD NICHOLSON  
(Born 1937)

Dr Michael Nicholson graduated in 1961 
from the Middlesex Hospital School of 
Medicine, London University. He migrated 
to Australia in 1970 and has been a rural 
doctor for most of this time, initially in 
Condobolin and then in Mudgee where 
he has been located for 15 years. Michael 
still works part-time at Mudgee and 
Gulgong. 

Michael was Medical Secretary of the 
AMA (NSW) from 1986 to 1994 and 
instrumental in the reorganisation of the 
Association’s internal structure and the 
increase in membership during  
Dr Bruce Shepherd’s tenure as President. 
As well as being involved in the Macken 
determinations for VMOs, Michael led 
the Branch’s administrative support for 
the fledgling Rural Doctors Association 
during the Country Doctors Dispute of 
1988. 

Following an already established family 
tradition, it seemed natural to me at 
school to go into medicine, as did 
signing-up for the Royal Navy later.  
This became a short service commission 
however as the 1960s contraction of the 
RN occurred. With the surgical training I 
had acquired, the opportunity to practice 
in country NSW was really welcome. 
Despite having a suburban practice in 
Carlingford, Sydney in the following 
years, as well as an administrative post 
with the AMA, the lure of clinical rural 
practice brought me back.

DR TIMOTHY ROBERT BOYD NICHOLSON  
(Born 1964)

Dr Timothy Nicholson graduated MBBS 
from Sydney University in 1989. He also 
obtained a BSc(Med) in 1987 writing 
a thesis in pathology. Timothy has 
practiced as a Urological Surgeon at the 
Central West Urology in Orange, NSW 
since 1999, with an interest in urological 
oncology and stone disease. Although 
based in Orange he also operates and 
consults in Bathurst and Lithgow on a 
regular basis.

I was initially attracted to medicine 
by the scientific fascination of human 
physiology. Obviously, being able to see 
my father’s stimulating and challenging 
career as a small town country GP 
at close quarters also swayed me. I 
pursued a surgical career as I felt it 
offered a chance to test my practical and 
procedural skills at the same time as 
being able to maintain direct ongoing 
patient contact. As well as the satisfaction 
of seeing a positive surgical outcome 
with immediate benefit to the patient, 
I greatly enjoy being able to provide 
ongoing care to patients with long-term 
chronic illness and cancer which actually 
makes up a significant proportion of any 
urologist’s work.

DR JACQUELINE NICHOLSON  
(Born 1987)

Dr Jacqueline Nicholson graduated from 
the University of NSW in December 2012 
and is currently doing her internship at 
Bankstown Hospital.

I’ve been exposed to medicine and 
hospitals for as long as I can remember... 
Literally! I was allowed to go on ward 
rounds with Dad as soon as I learnt how 
to walk – that is, walk fast enough to keep 
up with the surgical team. Most of my 
formative years were spent aspiring to be 
an architect. Maybe that was a rebellious 
phase though, as by the time it came to 
putting in university preferences, I knew 
there was nothing else I wanted to do.

More recently I’ve become interested 
in women’s health and developing 
medicine. I’ve volunteered at clinics 
in Jamaica, East Timor and Papua New 
Guinea. I love experiencing healthcare in 
different cultures. Somewhere in Alotau, 
PNG there is a little boy toddling around 
by the name of ‘Jack’ (I had to break the 
news that Jacqueline wasn’t really a boy’s 
name). He was the family’s first born, my 
first delivery, and holds a special place in 
my heart. 

I’m currently doing my internship at 
Bankstown, which must be one of the 
most culturally diverse suburbs in Sydney. 
I love the challenges and constant 
evolution of medical practice. Health is 
something that creates cultural barriers 
but can also transcend them. 

Surgeon Captain Charles Boyd Nicholson’s 
ribbons include the Mediterranean, North 
Africa and Italy campaigns. In the latter he was 
in command of the whole casualty evacuation 
process by use of the returning landing craft 
involved in the operation.

Dr Timothy Nicholson at his daughter’s 
graduation in 2012.

Dr Jacqueline Nicholson – the fifth generation to 
complete medicine.
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When Jacqueline Nicholson graduated from the University of NSW last year she joined an 
eminent line of family medical practitioners whose careers have spanned more than 140 
years of service to medicine over five consecutive generations.


