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Preface

We all know Christians who are bored with Bible study — not 
because the Bible is boring, but because they haven’t been 
introduced to its meaning in its first-century context and how that 
is significant for our lives today. When we begin to understand 
some of these “deeper connections” — both to the first century and 
to the twenty-first century — our lives are transformed.

The idea for the Deeper Connections series grew out of a concern 
that far too many Bible studies lack depth and solid biblical 
application. We wanted a Bible study series that was written 
and taught by biblical experts who could also communicate that 
material in a clear, practical, understandable manner. The Deeper 
Connections teachers have one foot in the historical, biblical text 
and the other in the modern world; they not only have written 
numerous books, they have many years of pastoral experience. 
When they teach in the local church, they often hear comments 
such as, “Wow, I’ve never heard it explained that way before.” 
Unfortunately, that’s because, until recently, Bible professors 
usually spent most of their time writing books for other professors, 
or occasionally for pastors, and the layperson in the church had 
little access to this biblical knowledge. Deeper Connections seeks 
to remedy this by bringing the best in biblical scholarship directly 
to small groups and Sunday school classes through the popular 
medium of DVD.

Don’t be scared by the word “deeper.” Deeper does not mean 
that these studies are hard to understand. It simply means that 
we are attempting to get at the true meaning of the biblical text, 
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which involves investigating the historical, religious, and social 
background of first-century Jewish culture and their Greek 
and Roman neighbors. If we fail to study and understand this 
background, then we also fail to understand the deeper and true 
meaning of the Bible.

After making deeper connections to the biblical texts, the teachers 
then apply that text to life in the twenty-first century. This is where 
a deeper look into the text really pays off. Life-application in the 
church today has sometimes been a bit shallow and many times 
unrelated to the biblical passage itself. In this series, the practical 
application derives directly out of the biblical text.

So, to borrow the alternate title of The Hobbit, J. R. R. Tolkien’s 
bestselling classic, we invite you to join us on an adventure to 
“there and back again”! Your life won’t be the same as a result.
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About the Video Teachers

Dr. Darrell Bock is research professor of New Testament Studies 
at Dallas Theological Seminary in Dallas, Texas. An editor-at-large 
for Christianity Today, he speaks and teaches on the person of Jesus 
both nationally and internationally. Darrell is the author of more 
than twenty books, including a New York Times nonfiction bestseller 
and two commentaries on the gospel of Luke.

Dr. Gary Burge is professor of New Testament at Wheaton College 
in Wheaton, Illinois, and a sought-after conference speaker. His 
experiences in Beirut, Lebanon, in the early 1970s when civil war 
broke out have helped him to see how valuable it is to understand 
the world of the Middle East in order to correctly understand the 
biblical world of Jesus. Gary is the author of many books, including 
a commentary on the gospel of John.

Dr. Scott Duvall is professor of New Testament at Ouachita 
Baptist University in Little Rock, Arkansas, where he has won the 
Outstanding Faculty Award four times. He has pastored various 
churches, and presently is co-pastor of Fellowship Church in 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Scott has written many books on how to 
interpret, preach, and apply the Bible.

Prof. Susan Hecht is instructor of New Testament at Denver 
Seminary in Denver, Colorado. She is currently completing a 
doctorate in New Testament from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, before which she ministered on college campuses with 
Campus Crusade for Christ for twenty years in Colorado, Oregon, 
and North Carolina. Susan has written on the topic of ministry to 
postmoderns.
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Dr. Mark Strauss is professor of New Testament at Bethel Seminary 
in San Diego, California. He is a frequent preacher at San Diego area 
churches and has served in three interim pastorates. Mark is the 
author of many books, including a commentary on the gospel of 
Luke and Four Portraits, One Jesus: An Introduction to Jesus and the 
Gospels.

Dr. Matt Williams is associate professor of New Testament at 
Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, La Mirada, California. A 
former missionary to Spain, Matt preaches and teaches in churches 
throughout the United States and Spain. He is general editor of 
Biblioteca Teológica Vida, Colección Teológica Contemporánea, and 
What the New Testament Authors Really Cared About, and is the 
author of two books on the Gospels.

Host Margaret Feinberg (www.margaretfeinberg.com) is a popular 
speaker at churches and leading conferences such as Fusion, 
Catalyst, and National Pastors Convention. Named one of the 
“Thirty Emerging Voices” of Christian leaders under age forty by 
Charisma magazine, she has written more than 700 articles and a 
dozen books, including The Organic God and The Sacred Echo. She 
lives in Colorado.

C h a p t e r
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 1 The Forgiving Father
The Parable of the  

Prodigal Son  
(Luke 15:1 – 2, 11 – 24)

Dr. Matt Williams

But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; 
he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.

x Luke 15:20

There are no grudges; the past 
pain has been washed away 
in the waves of joy at the son’s 
return.

x Darrell Bock
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: Luke 15:1 – 2, 11 – 24, followed by a prayer that 
God will open your heart as you study his Word

Location of Passage: Probably in Galilee, on the way to Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:51)
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
The son has no idea what is going to happen to him when he returns 
home.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Note: In each session of this participant’s guide, the “Video 
Teaching Notes” sections give an outline of the video teaching, with 
additional quotes and biblical passages. Educators have proved 
that the teacher’s main points will be remembered better if you 
follow along in the guide and see the main teaching points, and 
even better if you jot down notes in the spaces provided.

Location of Video Teaching: Box Canyon, Wickenburg, Arizona

The son returns to his father

First-century Middle 
Eastern glasses
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Tax collectors

Jesus ate with sinners

“Give me my share of 
the estate” (Luke 15:12)

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.

Luke 15:1

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.”

Luke 15:2

Did You Know?
To eat with another 
person in the Mideast is a 
sacramental act signifying 
acceptance on a very deep 
level.

Kenneth Bailey
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The father gives the son his money

The son went to a distant land

Squandered his wealth

Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country . . .

Luke 15:13a

. . . and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began 
to be in need.

Luke 15:13b – 14



16  •  The Forgiveness of Jesus Participant’s Guide

Feeding pigs

The son comes to his senses (Luke 15:17)

The plan

So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him anything.

Luke 15:15 – 16

When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired men 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back 
to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired men.” So he got up and went to his father.

Luke 15:17 – 20

Did You Know?
From a Jewish point of 
view his disgrace and 
degradation have reached 
their lowest levels when he 
feeds the pigs. “Cursed be 
the man who raises pigs” 
(b. Baba Qamma 82b).

Craig Evans
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Compassion

The father runs

Did You Know?
The word run in Greek is 
the technical term used for 
the footraces in the stadium. 
“His father saw him and had 
compassion and raced.”

Kenneth Bailey

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him.

Luke 15:20
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Why did the father run?

If a Jewish boy lost the family inheritance among the Gentiles and 
dared to return home, the community would break a large pot in front 
of him and cry out “so-and-so is cut off from his people.”

Kenneth Bailey

The father hugs and kisses the son

The son repents

The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

Luke 15:21
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Robe

Ring

Shoes

His tattered garments are to be covered with the best robe; the feet 
that have made the long journey are to be outfitted; his hand that has 
become a laborer’s hand is to be decorated with a fine dress ring.

John Nolland



20  •  The Forgiveness of Jesus Participant’s Guide

Fatted calf

VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
Note: In each session of the participant’s guide, “Video Discussion 
#1” mainly focuses on understanding the meaning of the biblical text 
in all its depth and fullness. Please see the leader’s guide for the 
amount of time your group should discuss the following questions 
before moving on to Video Teaching #2, Connecting the Bible to Life.

	 1.	 Looking back at the Bible passage and your video teaching 
notes, what did you learn that you did not know previously? 
Consider specifically:

	 •	 The role of tax collectors

	 •	 The significance of the younger son asking for his 
inheritance

“Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this 
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they 
began to celebrate.

Luke 15:23 – 24
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	 •	 The use of the word “compassion” in the Gospels

	 •	 What the community would have done when the son 
returned home

	 2.	 Given what you have just learned, why do you think the father 
gave his son his inheritance? Did it make sense to do so in 
their culture? Imagine that your child asked you for his/her 
inheritance; would you give it to him/her?

	 3.	 Explain the significance in this story of the father running to his 
son. Why do you think he did that? Imagine that you were the 
son in the story, and you saw your father running toward you; 
what would you have thought was going to happen next?

	 4.	 On good days, who is God to you? Good or bad? Forgiving or 
condemning? Loving or withholding? On bad days, does your 
answer change? Spend a few moments thanking God that his 
loving and forgiving character never changes.
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CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
The Father will forgive us as many times as he needs to.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
The Father forgives

God does not wait passively for sinners to come to him, but actively 
seeks them out.

Leon Morris

Physical benefits of forgiveness

The Father takes away our shame

Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with 
all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your 
punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is 
with you; never again will you fear any harm. On that day they will say to 
Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord 
your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, 
he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”

Zephaniah 3:14 – 17
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The Father celebrates when we return

A community that accepts

The goal of the church is not to shoot its wounded to death, but to 
restore them.

Darrell Bock

We are the hands of the Father, offering forgiveness

A Father who forgives!

The son is received back into the family with full honor and privileges, 
as if nothing has happened.

Darrell Bock
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Don’t be afraid to 
return to the Father

VIDEO DISCUSSION #2:  
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
Note: While “Video Discussion #1” mainly focused on the meaning 
of the biblical text, “Video Discussion #2” in each session mainly 
focuses on applying the biblical text to our lives today. Please see 
the leader’s guide for the amount of time your group should discuss 
the following questions.

	 1.	 Have you ever been forgiven by someone after doing something 
bad? How did it make you feel to have been forgiven? How 
does it make you feel to be forgiven by your heavenly Father?

	 2.	 Spend time in prayer, meditating on whether or not you have 
fully received God’s forgiveness for your sins, and whether 
or not you have fully given over all of your shame to him. If 
anything comes to mind as you pray: ask for God’s forgiveness, 
ask him to take all of your shame, and then rejoice that he has 
done just that.
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	 3.	 Matt Williams talked about the need for the Christian 
community today to accept people instead of judging them. 
This does not mean that we just accept any behavior as 
okay, because even in this parable, the son repents of his 
sins. How would you rate your Christian community’s job of 
extending God’s forgiveness to those who are seeking to grow 
in holiness? What could the church — yours included — do to 
better extend forgiveness?

	 4.	 We should never fear “going home” to our heavenly Father, no 
matter what we have done, or how many times we have done 
it. (Remember, Jesus taught his followers to forgive seventy-
times-seven times, a figurative way of saying “without limit.”) 
When you sin, how do you view God: waiting to welcome and 
forgive you, or waiting to scold you? What can we do to change 
a faulty perspective?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read Matthew 1:18 – 21. What is the meaning of Jesus’ name?

	 2.	 The way that we were raised affects the way that we view 
ourselves. If we had parents who were unloving or guilt-
inducing, it will be harder to see God as loving and guilt-
removing. Who is God to you? How does your “stuff” affect 
your view of God?

	 3.	 Did you know that when the younger son asked for his 
inheritance that he was wishing that his father were dead? 
What difference does that detail make to the story? What does 
it show us about God (the Father)?
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Day Two
	 1.	 Read Matthew 11:25 – 30.

	 2.	 Have you ever done something wrong, but were too 
embarrassed or ashamed to admit it to anyone? How did/does 
that make you feel? Did it affect how you viewed yourself and/
or others? Were you afraid to approach God . . . or did it move 
you toward him more quickly? Remember, God already knows 
about your sin; you can’t hide it from him.

	 3.	 Let the Father run to you today. Give all of your concerns, your 
guilt, your shame, your sin to him — and allow him to take 
them all away. Consider asking a close friend to pray with you 
and for you.

Day Three
	 1.	 Read Matthew 9:9 – 13.

	 2.	 Who do you think are the hated groups (like tax collectors) 
today? How do the Christians in your community treat these 
groups? How do you treat them?
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	 3.	 How is it possible to “love the sinner, but hate the sin”? Have 
you found the balance in being around sinners so that the 
love of God can infect them, or do you mostly stay away from 
sinners because their sin infects or tempts you? How do 
you think Jesus was able to be around sinners without being 
tempted?

Day Four
	 1.	 Read Matthew 9:1 – 2.

	 2.	 Look up each use of the word “compassion” in the following 
verses: Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 6:34; 8:2; 
Luke 15:20. Do you think that you have that kind of compassion 
in your life?

	 3.	 When the Gospels tell us that God or Jesus is compassionate, 
an action is almost always linked with it. Look back once 
more at the verses from question two, and ask yourself if your 
compassion leads you to action. Does it lead to the same kinds 
of actions that Jesus did, or are they different?
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Day Five
	 1.	 Read Luke 15:1 – 2, 11 – 24 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your 
group did not have time to discuss or questions that you 
might like to think more about, use this time to review and 
reflect further.
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 2 Two Aspects  
of Healing

Jesus Forgives  
the Paralytic  

(Mark 2:1 – 12)

Prof. Susan Hecht

“But that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins. . . .” He said 
to the paralytic, “I tell you, get 
up, take your mat and go home.”

x Mark 2:10 – 11

God is for healing.
x David Garland
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: Mark 2:1 – 12, followed by a prayer that God will 
open your heart as you study his Word

Location of Passage: Capernaum
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
Jesus’ miracles reveal that he truly can and does forgive sins. In him 
there is real hope for healing and wholeness on every level of our 
existence.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Location of Video Teaching: Glen Eyrie Castle, Colorado Springs

My brother

“Paralytic”: modern meaning

“Paralytic” in the New Testament

Issues of healing were important in the first century, because the ability 
to care for the sick was limited.

Darrell Bock
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Mark 1: large crowds

Four men carry the 
paralytic to Jesus

Jesus forgives the paralytic

Did You Know?
The capacity of the average 
Capernaum home may have 
allowed only fifty persons 
standing very close together.

Craig Keener

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.”

Mark 2:5
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Sin and physical illness in antiquity

Only God can forgive sins

Jewish expectation did not include forgiveness among the 
Messiah’s functions.

R. T. France

Jesus is fulfilling Old Testament 
prophecies

Did You Know?
Jewish tradition understands 
that all sickness is caused, 
directly or indirectly, by sin.

D. A. Carson

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned.”

John 9:2 – 3

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Isaiah 35:5 – 6
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The Pharisees accuse Jesus of 
blasphemy

Blasphemy was a capital offense (Lev. 24:10 – 16), and it will be on this 
charge that Jesus is eventually condemned — so the matter is serious.

R. T. France

Jesus’ response to the Pharisees

Jesus’ claim to forgive sins

Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 
“Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up, take your mat and walk”?

Mark 2:8 – 9

“But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins. . . .” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 
home.”

Mark 2:10 – 11
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“Son of Man”

Jesus came to bring the kingdom of God

Jesus is more than the Messiah; he is God

The miracles of healing confirm Jesus’ divine origin and power.

David Garland

No one living in Zion will say, “I am ill”; and the sins of those who dwell there 
will be forgiven.

Isaiah 33:24

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and 
was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; 
all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion 
is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:13 – 14
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The paralytic is healed and the 
crowd praises God

VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
	 1.	 Looking back at the Bible passage and your video teaching 

notes, what did you learn that you did not know previously? 
Consider specifically:

	 •	 The meaning of the term “paralytic” in the New Testament

	 •	 The relationship between sin and physical illness in first-
century Judaism

	 •	 Jesus’ ability to forgive sins as a divine activity

He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 
everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this!”

Mark 2:12
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	 2.	 How did Jesus “see” the paralytic’s faith? Isn’t faith something 
in one’s heart — simply a belief? If Jesus were here today, could 
he “see” your faith in your daily activities? What would he 
“see”?

	 3.	 Although we have no way of knowing for sure, what do you 
think meant more to the man who was healed in this story: 
forgiveness of sins or the ability to walk? Given Jewish 
backgrounds in the first century, do you think he would have 
expected to receive both from Jesus?

	 4.	 When you come to Jesus, how often are you seeking him to meet 
your spiritual needs versus your physical or material needs? 
Do you expect him to meet both? If not, what difference would 
it make if you expected him to meet all your needs?
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CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
Jesus is the only one who can forgive me.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
Accepting forgiveness is sometimes hard

Desperate to get to Jesus

Forgiveness from God affects the way I treat others

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you 
and says, “I repent,” forgive him.

Luke 17:4
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The church should extend forgiveness to others

Christians talk about hating sin and loving sinners, but the way they 
go about things, they might as well call it what it is. They hate the sin 
and the sinner.

Jeff, 25 years old

Forgiveness was at the heart of Jesus’ ministry

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.

Matthew 1:21

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Colossians 3:13
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My car: forgiving 
my friend

Praising God for forgiveness

Jesus is the only one on the ear th with the power and right to 
forgive sins.

W. D. Davies

“You’re forgiven, aren’t you?”

Though I struggle with feelings of guilt and shame, when I confess my 
sins, believing that they are forgiven in Jesus, the natural response is to 
praise God — Jesus releases me from all my guilt and shame — and then 
I can keep moving forward.

Susan Hecht

Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.

Luke 11:4
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VIDEO DISCUSSION #2:  
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
	 1.	 The paralytic and his four friends had a desperate need to go to 

Jesus — the friends carried the paralytic, dug through the roof, 
and lowered him down through the opening to Jesus. They 
needed to get to Jesus because they were convinced that he 
could help them. Do you have that same level of desperation, 
knowing that only Jesus can help you? Why or why not?

	 2.	 What is one area of your life about which you are convinced that 
only Jesus can help you? Do you go to him to help you? Either 
individually or as a group, spend some time right now to take 
that concern to Jesus in prayer, asking him to help.
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	 3.	 Psychologists have only recently begun to research the effects 
of extending and receiving forgiveness. Initial findings show 
that forgiveness and reconciliation reduce sadness, anger, 
guilt, and shame — while increasing hope and more positive 
emotions. Can you think of a time when someone forgave 
you for doing wrong? How did that make you feel? Can you 
think of a time when you were not forgiven? How did that 
make you feel?

	 4.	 Knowing that Jesus has authority to forgive sins is a truth that 
each person must grapple with: do we believe it or not? For 
Christians, the answer is a resounding yes! Even so, many 
Christians struggle with the fact that although they know 
that Jesus forgives sins, they don’t always feel forgiven. What 
are ways that we can experience the forgiveness we know is 
available to us? What have you found that has helped you?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read Matthew 9:1 – 8. Note any similarities to and differences 

from Mark 2:1 – 10.

	 2.	 If Jesus has the authority to forgive sins, then what would it look 
like for you to live moment by moment as if you believed it? To 
put that question into clearer focus, what would your life look 
like if you did not believe that Jesus has authority to forgive 
sins — your sins?
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	 3.	 Pray about your life. Ask the Lord to show you any areas that 
still need to be forgiven. If you cannot think of any, thank 
God for his forgiveness and the difference it has made. If 
you know that you are forgiven, but still do not fully feel 
God’s forgiveness, ask him to confirm his love, compassion, 
and forgiveness for you. Sometimes it helps to experience 
forgiveness in the context of the relationships that God has 
brought into our lives. Sometimes emotional scars need 
healing in order for us to experience forgiveness — and 
that may mean working through those scars with a pastor, 
counselor/therapist, or mature Christian who can help us 
along in the process.

Day Two
	 1.	 Read Luke 5:18 – 26. Note any similarities to and differences from 

Mark 2:1 – 10.

	 2.	 As Susan Hecht mentioned, those of us who are forgiven also 
have the privilege and responsibility to forgive those who 
have wronged us. Take some time in prayer to ask the Lord to 
bring to mind any person whom you have not forgiven. Then 
decide on action steps you could take to begin the process of 
forgiveness and reconciliation.
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	 3.	 In the passage we have studied, the four friends brought their 
paralytic friend to Jesus to receive help. Certainly there are 
many people in your community who do not even understand 
their need for help and forgiveness. Ask the Lord to show 
you how you could bring those people face-to-face with 
Jesus, with the hope that they will see their need for 
forgiveness. What specific actions could you take to help 
those in your community?

Day Three
	 1.	 Read Luke 7:16 and Matthew 15:31.

	 2.	 Mark 2:12 says, “This [Jesus’ healing and forgiveness of the 
paralytic] amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, ‘We 
have never seen anything like this!’ ” When was the last time 
that you were “amazed” at what Jesus has done in your life 
or in the life of someone else? Do you pray that God would 
do amazing things in your life and the lives of others? Why or 
why not?



48  •  The Forgiveness of Jesus Participant’s Guide

	 3.	 When was the last time that you “praised God” for the amazing 
things that he has done in your life and in the lives of others? 
Take time right now to list some of those amazing things, and 
then praise him for them.

Day Four
	 1.	 Read Revelation 21:1 – 4.

	 2.	 The story of the paralytic illustrates that not only can Jesus 
forgive sins, but he also can physically heal. Healing, of course, 
comes in a variety of forms: physical, spiritual, mental, social, 
etc. What type of healing do you think people in your church 
most need to experience? Your family? Your community? What 
about your own needs for healing from Jesus?

	 3.	 We know that when the kingdom of God comes in its fullness, 
physical ailments will cease. David Garland says, “God is for 
healing and therefore can work through medicine and surgery 
as much as faith and prayer” (Mark, NIVAC, 100). Do you think 
that Jesus is still interested in healing people in every way 
today, in the twenty-first century, or was that just for the early 
church? Do you emphasize all forms of healing when you 
minister to people?
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Day Five
	 1.	 Read Mark 2:1 – 12 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your 
group did not have time to discuss or questions that you 
might like to think more about, use this time to review and 
reflect further.
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 3 Spiritual Sight
Jesus Heals a  

Man Born Blind  
(John 9:1 – 15, 34 – 41)

Dr. Gary Burge

One thing I do know. I was blind 
but now I see!

x John 9:25

More than a mere miracle, this 
sign represents a highly symbolic 
display of Jesus’ ability to cure 
spiritual blindness.

x Andreas Köstenberger
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: John 9:1 – 15, 34 – 41, followed by a prayer that 
God will open your heart as you study his Word

Location of Passage: Near the temple in Jerusalem

MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
The healing of a blind man who lives in darkness is the perfect 
symbol of what Jesus came to do.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Location of Video Teaching: Millennium Park, Chicago

Blindness of heart and eyes are similar

Jewish temple (reconstruction)
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Blindness in the ancient world

Jesus was a great healer

In Judaism, blindness was a punishment for sin

There is no death without sin, and there is no suffering with iniquity.

Rabbi Ammi (c. AD 300)

Did You Know?
Blindness was one of the 
grimmest maladies in the 
ancient world and was 
considered to be only a little 
less serious than being dead.

Michael Wilkins

Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute 
and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them.

Matthew 15:30

The Lord will afflict you with madness, blindness and confusion of mind. At 
midday you will grope about like a blind man in the dark.

Deuteronomy 28:28 – 29
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Jesus sees blindness as an opportunity to show compassion

The blind man in John 9

What else could a blind man do in the ancient world than beg?

Leon Morris

The disciples: “Who sinned, this man or his parents?” (John 9:2)

Jesus rejects the Jewish understanding of sin and blindness

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus. [Period.] But so 
that the work of God might be displayed in his life, I must do the work 
of him who sent me while it is still day.

Gary Burge

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 
that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”

John 9:3
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Jesus heals the blind man

Pool of Siloam (“Sent”)

The neighbors’ reaction

The Pharisees’ reaction

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish 
his work.”

John 4:34

Did You Know?
In antiquity spittle was 
thought to have medicinal 
power . . . even magical 
power.

Gary Burge

Did You Know?
Kneading dough (and, by 
analogy, mixing clay and 
saliva) was among the 
thirty-nine classes of work 
forbidden on the day of 
Sabbath.

Mishnah Sabbath 7:2
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The parents of the blind man

Sinners . . .

Without eyes of faith, the Pharisees cannot see that God is doing 
something unique through Jesus.

Michael Wilkins

The blind man lectures the Pharisees

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to 
God,” they said. “We know this man [Jesus] is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether 
he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now 
I see!”

John 9:24 – 25

[The man answered,] “Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

John 9:32 – 33
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The end of the debate with the 
Pharisees

Jesus meets the blind man again

Concluding remarks

Light has triumphed over darkness both in the blind man’s eyes and in 
his heart.

Gary Burge

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

John 9:5

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 
us!” And they threw him out.

John 9:34
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VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
	 1.	 Looking back at the Bible passage and your video teaching 

notes, what did you learn that you did not know previously? 
Consider specifically:

	 •	 The difficulty of blindness in the first century

	 •	 The relationship of blindness and sin in Judaism

	 •	 The reaction of the Pharisees to the healing

	 2.	 Imagine the personal impact of this miracle on the man. Jesus 
didn’t just give him back his eyesight, he returned his life to 
him. As Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 
full ” (John 10:10). Specifically, how do you think the man’s life 
changed after he gained his sight? Think spiritually, but also 
socially, religiously, physically, even his sudden ability to earn 
a living. Do you think most Christians today view salvation as 
being healed in every area of life, or is it just forgiveness of sins?
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	 3.	 Why do you think the Jewish leaders had such a difficult time 
accepting the blind man’s healing? In the minds of these 
leaders, what had Jesus done wrong? If you had been there 
and witnessed the healing, do you think you would have 
agreed with the Jewish leaders in their assessment of Jesus? 
Why or why not?

	 4.	 John implies that there is another sort of darkness in human 
life that is as severe as blindness. It might be called “darkness 
of soul.” At the end of the story, Jesus picks up the subject of 
sin and applies it to the Jewish leaders. In what sense are they 
blind? What is the relation between blindness and sin in their 
lives? What about people today — is there still a relationship 
between spiritual blindness and sin? Do you think we can do 
anything about it?
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CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
For Jesus, true vision is not just a matter of the eyes.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
Jesus looks to touch 
needy people

A step deeper: blindness of heart

The hopelessness and darkness of the blind man provide us with a 
potent image because John describes men and women without Christ 
to be in a crisis no less desperate.

Gary Burge



Spiritual Sight  •  61 

Feast of Tabernacles

Light ceremony in the temple

At the end of the first day of the feast, three eighty-foot-high golden 
candlesticks were set up in the temple’s Court of Women. Four golden 
bowls were placed on each candlestick, and four ladders rested 
against each. A youth of priestly descent stood at the top of each 
ladder, pouring oil from a ten-gallon pitcher into the bowl. The light 
from these candlesticks was so bright that “there was no courtyard in 
Jerusalem that was not lit up with the light at the ceremony.”

Mishnah Sukkah 5:3

“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12)
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The blind man encounters the Light

The Pharisees “know” many things

The blind man knows one thing

Certainly countless Christians have applied the same words to their 
own transformation: One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!

D. A. Carson

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell 
me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, 
he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and 
he worshiped him.

John 9:35 – 38

One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!

John 9:25
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The Pharisees are “blind”

True vision is not just a matter of the eyes

Story of Pastor Bob

Jesus is eager to heal closed eyes and closed hearts

Physical healing becomes a symbol of spiritual healing while physical 
blindness is replaced with spiritual blindness.

Gary Burge

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are 
we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; 
but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”

John 9:40 – 41
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Chicago: blindness of soul and physical blindness

Jesus touched the blind man and gave him life

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.

John 10:10
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VIDEO DISCUSSION #2:  
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
	 1.	 The blind man probably sat at a roadside and begged. No 

employment, no prospects of marriage, no social honor. 
His future was bleak and he knew it. This hopelessness 
and darkness provide us with a potent image because John 
describes men and women without Christ to be in a crisis no 
less desperate. Do you think of people without Jesus, even 
those who seem to have it all together, as “blind”?

	 2.	 The healing of the blind man is located in John’s account of 
Jesus attending the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles (chs. 7 – 9). 
As Gary Burge mentioned, the important symbolism of this 
feast relates directly to the meaning of the passage. Jesus has 
already said that he is the light of the world (8:12); now he is 
delivering that light to a blind man. How is Jesus the “light of 
the world” in your life? How is he the “light of the world” to 
those in your family, neighborhood, community? How could 
you be a conduit of his light to these people?
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	 3.	 In this story, the blind man, his neighbors, and the Pharisees 
all saw the same evidence — a man blind from birth was now 
able to see. Now we must ask ourselves: Will I, like the blind 
man, believe that Jesus is the light of the world and worship 
him no matter the cost? Or, like the Jewish leaders, will I ask 
antagonistic questions? Which camp do you normally fall into? 
The blind man was thrown out of the synagogue for following 
Jesus. What has it “cost you” to worship Jesus?

	 4.	 The Jewish leaders were deeply religious, had a high view of 
Scripture, believed in the afterlife, regularly attended worship, 
and apparently were zealous and passionate for God. Sound 
familiar? Therefore we must ask: Can “darkness of soul” ever 
spread in the church? And if so, what does it look like?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read John 10:9 – 15.

	 2.	 Though we may wear masks to keep up appearances, we are all 
depraved and in need of a Savior. As we see the sins of others 
revealed, the last thing on our minds should be the Pharisaic 
attitude of condemnation. Instead, we should remember that 
we all share in this brokenness. Think about how you react 
when you see the weaknesses of others. Do you respond more 
like the Pharisees or more like Jesus?

	 3.	 The blind man was certainly excluded from his community, 
who thought that he was a sinner being punished by God with 
blindness. You and I probably do not suffer from blindness or 
face the daily shame that the blind man did. We probably are 
not excluded from our community or spend the day begging for 
food. Yet, even though we do not face all the same hardships, 
do we still see our desperate need for Jesus? Do we understand 
that only he can address every one of our needs?
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Day Two
	 1.	 Read 1 John 1:9.

	 2.	 Jesus asked the blind man, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
(John 9:35). How would you answer? Do you believe in Jesus? 
Not the superficial type of belief that we often see in Chris
tianity, but belief that fully grasps on to Jesus with your whole 
life — accepting whatever he has for you, willing to do anything 
that he asks?

	 3.	 The account in John ends with the man worshiping Jesus. He 
worships Jesus because Jesus has healed him — not just of 
his physical blindness, but his spiritual blindness — and has 
restored him to his community. As you pray today, worship the 
God who has restored you from a broken relationship with him 
to “full life.” List below all the ways that God has blessed you 
and “healed” you.
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Day Three
	 1.	 Read John 3:16 – 21.

	 2.	 Jesus brings light both to the blind man and the Pharisees. Light 
reveals whatever is within a person, good or bad. This means 
that the light of Christ both brings life and judgment. When the 
light of Jesus shines on you and illumines the weak areas of 
your life, how do you respond? Do you want to stay in the light 
so that Jesus can help you, or do you run away?

	 3.	 The blind man’s response — “Lord, I believe” — should echo 
in the life of every Christian. Is not every minute of our time 
spent saying either yes or no to the Lord? As we live our 
lives in submission to him, far be it from us to claim that by 
taking control of our own lives we can gain something better. 
In fact, we often discover that the more we make decisions 
for ourselves, the greater our trouble. True fullness is found 
in the loving arms of Jesus Christ. Meditate on the different 
areas of your life. Have you said, “Yes, Lord, I believe” in every 
area — family, friends, possessions, time, job, hobbies, etc.?
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Day Four
	 1.	 Read John 14:11 – 14.

	 2.	 Go online to study the background of the Feast of Tabernacles 
and its emphasis on light. The Feast of Tabernacles was 
celebrated, principally, to thank God for a good harvest of 
wine, fruit, olives, and secondarily, to remember his care for 
the Israelites in the desert following the exodus from Egypt. 
The feast also looked forward, with hope, to a new exodus 
from slavery to pagan rulers in Jesus’ day. Into this context 
Jesus brings freedom to the blind. Enjoy the discovery of 
learning today. Jot any notes of insight below.

	 3.	 Just as in the first century, Jesus’ messianic mission continues 
to shine as a light to a dark, depraved world. One day he will 
come again in glory to rescue us from the dominion of Satan 
and to judge the living and the dead. Do you grow weary 
living in this world? Do you remember your mission? Do you 
remember that Jesus will return, and what we do here on earth 
makes an eternal difference for him? Think about whether or 
not your life is making an eternal difference for Jesus.
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Day Five
	 1.	 Read John 9:1 – 15, 34 – 41 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your 
group did not have time to discuss or questions that you 
might like to think more about, use this time to review and 
reflect further.
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 4 Hope for Sinners
Jesus’ Dinner  

Invitation  
(Matthew 9:9 – 13)

Dr. Scott Duvall

While Jesus was having dinner 
at Matthew’s house, many tax 
collectors and “sinners” came and 
ate with him and his disciples.

x Matthew 9:10

Jesus shows no fear that he will 
be tainted by the impurity of sin-
ners. On the contrary, he will in-
fect them with the grace of God.

x David Garland
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: Matthew 9:9 – 13, followed by a prayer that God 
will open your heart as you study his Word

Location of Passage: Near Capernaum
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
Jesus seeks out sinners in order to overwhelm them with God’s love 
and watch them change from the inside out.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Location of Video Teaching: High school cafeteria, Little Rock, 
Arkansas

Cliques in our day

Cliques in Jesus’ day

Jesus calls Matthew

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and 
followed him.

Matthew 9:9

Silver coin depicts Tiberius, the Roman 
emperor during Jesus’ ministry
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Matthew

Tax collectors

Levi’s literacy opened up a quite different career path than the one his 
ancestors envisioned.

David Garland

Tax collectors were dishonest

Matthew’s call to be a disciple
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Party

Jesus eats with sinners

Matthew was an agent of the hated Herod; this made him as much an 
outcast from orthodox Jewish society as a leper [would have been].

R. Allen Cole

The Pharisees are offended by Jesus

[If] tax collectors . . . entered the house — the house [was considered] 
unclean . . . unclean is the place trodden by the feet of thieves. What do 
they render unclean? The foods, the liquids, and clay utensils. If there 
is a Gentile with them, everything is unclean.

Mishnah Tohorot 7:6

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 
“sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples.

Matthew 9:10

When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”

Matthew 9:11
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Pharisees: quarantine 
approach

Jesus: transformation 
approach

Jesus answers the Pharisees

Did You Know?
To eat with sinners meant 
to refrain from condemning 
them.

Leon Morris

Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.

Luke 15:1

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”

Matthew 9:12
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Pharisees: “sick” people

Jesus’ definition of “sick/
sinner”

Jesus calls sinners

Did You Know?
“Pharisee” comes from 
a Hebrew term meaning 
“separatists,” because they 
separated themselves from 
those who did not follow 
their rigid standards of 
righteousness.

Mark Strauss

But go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

Matthew 9:13
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VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
	 1.	 How was Jesus running a risk by calling Matthew to be an 

apostle? Why do you think he took a chance on Matthew?

	 2.	 Imagine that you were sitting at the banquet among Matthew, 
his tax collector and “sinner” friends, and Jesus. What do you 
think would have been the topic(s) of conversation? Have you 
ever had a get-together that included both Christians and non-
Christians? Did conversations occur that were about God or 
the gospel?

	 3.	 How would you describe in your own words the two approaches 
to holiness — Jesus’ transformation approach versus the 
Pharisees’ quarantine approach? Which approach is normally 
used in your church? Which do you use?
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	 4.	 Do we understand the degree to which we can influence family, 
friends, neighbors, and community if we simply take the 
time to partake in a meal with them? Consider especially the 
opportunity many of us have during lunch at work. Have you 
ever tried this? What were the results? How could we improve 
these opportunities?

CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
Because Jesus loves sinners, he calls us to develop relationships with 
them and to bring them to him, the Great Physician, for forgiveness 
and healing.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
Everyone is spiritually sick

Moralism
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Extending hope to all outcasts 
and sinners

Interacting with tax collectors 
and sinners

Caution

Jesus’ goal in reaching out to the sick/sinner is to bring about 
healing and transformation in their lives, not to gather them together 
for a fun time.

David Garland

Compassionate 
relationships

Did You Know?
The term “sinners” desig
nated those who lived an 
immoral lifestyle (murderers, 
robbers, adulterers, a more 
criminal element).

Robert Guelich
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Following Jesus’ example today

Jesus reaches out to sinners because he sees the potential for their 
being renewed through God’s grace. Jesus knows such change does 
not happen when those who seek sinners isolate themselves. His 
mission is to regain sinners by going to them.

Darrell Bock

VIDEO DISCUSSION #2: 
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
	 1.	 Why are Christians often slow to follow Jesus’ example and 

associate with sinners and other outcasts? Why is it so 
uncomfortable to get outside our own circles? What are some 
small steps we can take to follow Jesus’ example in this area?

	 2.	 Jesus viewed Matthew more for what he could become rather 
than who he had been. Though we need to be realistic about 
people’s sinful situation and the difficulty of change, Jesus was 
optimistic about God’s power of forgiveness to transform a 
human life. Are you? Do you look at a “sinner” and see Jesus’ 
potential to totally transform them? Why or why not?
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	 3.	 The danger of sin and worldliness is real (see 1 John 2:15 – 17). 
What can we learn from Jesus about befriending sinners 
without embracing or endorsing their sinful ways?

	 4.	 Jesus was such a good friend that Matthew was unashamed to 
introduce him to tax collectors and sinners. Matthew must 
have known that Jesus’ character would not be offensive to 
them. Are non-Christians or new Christians inviting you to 
meet their friends? How might you put yourself in a place to 
receive such invitations?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read Matthew 26:6 – 13.

	 2.	 Christians seem to have greater opportunities for evangelism 
within the first few years after their conversion, before they 
have moved on to a new circle of friends. We should encourage 
new believers to be intentional about sharing Christ during 
this important window of opportunity and discourage them 
from losing contact completely with people who need the 
Lord. How could you encourage new believers to be intentional 
about evangelism, without just throwing them “out there” 
without help?

	 3.	 Those who seek to follow Jesus in showing compassion to 
outcasts will probably face opposition. Sadly, opposition will 
sometimes come from within the believing community, perhaps 
even from religious leaders, or from within one’s own family. 
How can we respond in love to those who criticize us?
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Day Two
	 1.	 Read Luke 14:1 – 6.

	 2.	 The Pharisees failed to understand the compassion Jesus 
alludes to in Hosea 6:6 because they had elevated their own 
rituals and traditions above God’s Word. They had lost sight 
of the balance between God’s holiness and love that we 
see connected in this passage. In trying to maintain purity, 
they had veered off into isolationism. Think about your own 
life: without neglecting the importance of holiness, are you 
allowing “rules” to restrict your ability to reach out to the 
“sinners” of our society?

	 3.	 What do you think Jesus thought when Matthew invited him to 
his home, along with his tax collector friends? Do you think it 
was a tough decision for Jesus to accept the invitation?
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Day Three
	 1.	 Read Luke 14:15 – 23.

	 2.	 Read Hosea 6. How does Hosea 6:6 help us understand both 
God’s love and God’s holiness and how the two character 
qualities relate?

	 3.	 While sharing your faith with non-believers, have you spent a lot 
of time trying to convince critics of the truth claims of Chris
tianity? Have you studied enough to be able to answer their 
questions? Have you balanced truth with love?

Day Four
	 1.	 Read Luke 19:1 – 10.

	 2.	 Who are the “tax collectors and sinners” in our society? Who are 
the Pharisees? Are you more like the “sinners,” the Pharisees, 
or Jesus? As you pray today, ask Jesus to conform you more 
and more into his image.
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	 3.	 One of Bill Hybels’s favorite evangelism techniques is for Christians 
to throw a party, inviting both Christians and nonChristians, and 
letting them mingle and share stories. Consider whether or not this 
technique might work for you, and how you might implement it.

Day Five
	 1.	 Read Matthew 9:9 – 13 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your 
group did not have time to discuss or questions that you 
might like to think more about, use this time to review and 
reflect further.
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 5 A Second Chance
Jesus Restores Peter  

(John 21:1 – 17)

Dr. Mark Strauss

Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do 
you truly love me?” He answered, 
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my 
sheep.”

x John 21:16

The miracle demonstrates that 
despite Peter’s failings, Jesus is 
still on his side.

x Gary Burge
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: John 21:1 – 17, followed by a prayer that God 
will open your heart as you study his Word

Location of Passage: Alongside the Sea of Galilee

MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
Jesus restores Peter. It is a painful process, but Peter needs to know 
that his mistake is completely forgiven.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Location of Video Teaching: Lake Pleasant, Phoenix, Arizona

Mistakes
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Peter’s mistake

In the garden of Gethsemane

Peter denies Jesus

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one 
of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant 
of the high priest, cutting off his ear. “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus 
said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.”

Matthew 26:50 – 52

“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied, “Man, 
I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster 
crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered 
the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will 
disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Luke 22:59 – 62
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Regret

Resurrection

Doubts . . .

John 21: fishing

Remarkably, the disciples never catch a fish in any of the Gospels 
without Jesus’ help.

Andreas Köstenberger

“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go 
with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing.

John 21:3
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The miraculous catch

“It is the Lord!”

Peter swam to the only one who could rewrite the terrible pictures and 
sounds of his recent past.

Gary Burge

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize 
that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” 
they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you 
will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because 
of the large number of fish.

John 21:4 – 6

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as 
Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not 
far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

John 21:7 – 9
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Breakfast together

“Simon son of John, do you 
truly love me more than 
these?” (John 21:15)

A second time

A third time

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” Simon Peter 
climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but 
even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.”

John 21:10 – 12

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

John 21:17
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“Love” or “really like”

Agapao and phileo are synonyms

Jesus calls Peter to full discipleship

Jesus Peter

First time agapao phileo

Second time agapao phileo

Third time phileo phileo

Did You Know?
Agapao is used with 
reference to human love in 
John 3:19 and 12:43; phileo 
is used to refer to God the 
Father’s love for the Son in 
John 5:20.

Andreas Köstenberger



96  •  The Forgiveness of Jesus Participant’s Guide

Jesus fully restores Peter

VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
	 1.	 Looking back at the Bible passage and your video teaching 

notes, what did you learn that you did not know previously? 
Consider specifically:

	 •	 The seriousness of Peter’s denial of Jesus

	 •	 The meaning of “love” (agapao, phileo)

	 2.	 Are you surprised that Jesus fully restored Peter? After all, 
Peter had denied Jesus three times in Jesus’ time of need. If 
you were Jesus, do you think that you would have restored 
Peter, or would you have looked for someone “better” to be the 
foundation of the church?

Church of the Primacy of Peter
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	 3.	 Given that Jesus not only forgave Peter, but fully restored him 
to his position of leadership among the apostles, do you think 
that there is anything that you could do that would cause Jesus 
to give up on you — to not forgive you? Have you ever felt like 
you had done something for which he could not forgive you? 
Thank the Lord that he forgives and restores, rather than 
condemns you.

	 4.	 What do you think is the meaning of the phrase “more than 
these” in John 21:15? Do you think that it was difficult for Peter 
to answer “Yes, Lord” to this question? What would your answer 
be — do you love Jesus more than family, friends, occupation, 
possessions? Do your daily decisions demonstrate this?
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CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
One of the great lessons we learn from this story is that God is a God 
of second chances.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
God of second chances

Paul

The work of the church can only go forward when we are unburdened 
of our destructive memories through the gracious forgiveness of God.

Gary Burge

It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made 
to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. . . . As 
Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.”

John 18:18, 25
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John Mark

God restores us

God calls us to feed his sheep

Maintaining the flock of God is the key to the mission of the church.

Grant Osborne

Good Shepherd

Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.

2 Timothy 4:11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

John 10:11
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Conflicts in churches

To be in a relationship with Christ and to love him means that we must 
also love the church.

Gary Burge

God calls us to give up our lives for the kingdom

“I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went 
where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus 
said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then 
he said to him, “Follow me!”

John 21:18 – 19
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Giving others second chances

VIDEO DISCUSSION #2: 
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
	 1.	 Peter, Paul, John Mark — these are major leaders in the early 

church. Who doesn’t need a second chance! Who doesn’t need 
the forgiveness of Jesus over and over again! Is there anything 
that you have done for which you still do not “feel” God’s 
forgiveness and restoration? Forgiveness empowers us and 
frees us: frees us to love and serve others. Spend time in the 
Lord’s presence, asking for his forgiveness to overflow in your 
heart and life — maybe even asking for forgiveness for specific 
sins, and how that can overflow into loving and serving others.

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32
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	 2.	 Those who have been forgiven and restored, like Peter, are 
asked to “feed my sheep.” This is not just the task of the 
pastor! What do you think your role is as a “shepherd”? 
How can you “feed” or “tend” those around you? List below 
anything that comes to mind.

	 3.	 According to John 21:7, Peter jumped into the water to swim to 
Jesus, although the fishing boat was close to the shore. This is 
the type of devotion that Jesus loves to see! Do you have that 
same kind of enthusiastic devotion to “get to Jesus” in your 
life? Have you jumped? Why or why not?

	 4.	 These expert fishermen (remember, that was their occupation) 
were unable to catch any fish. And they were fishing at night, 
the best time to catch fish. Yet Jesus empowered them to catch 
153 fish — during the day! The disciples learned once again 
that “apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Have 
you learned that lesson? How might you better rely on Jesus’ 
power whatever you do, wherever you go?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read Acts 26:12 – 18.

	 2.	 What do you think the relationship was between Jesus’ 
empowerment of the disciples and their own work in catching 
the fish? How does that relate to evangelism and other 
ministries in which you might be involved?

	 3.	 Pray today that the Lord would empower your own ministry, 
whether it is being a good witness for him in school or the 
workplace, or in some ministry in your community or church. 
If you are currently not involved in a ministry, ask the Lord to 
help you find a place where you might be able to use your gifts 
to serve him.

Day Two
	 1.	 Read Acts 15:36 – 40 and 2 Timothy 4:11. Notice how Paul’s 

attitude toward John Mark changed.

	 2.	 One of the discussion questions in this session talked about 
everyone’s need to be forgiven by Jesus. Consider spending 
some time on your own with the Lord, asking him to lift the 
burden of any regrets or doubts you still carry.
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	 3.	 After Jesus restored Peter, he gave him the task of helping 
others. Do you see that relationship in your own life? Might you 
lead other “sheep”? Might you disciple others to help them to 
grow in their relationship with the Good Shepherd? Jot down 
any types of service in which you could become involved.

Day Three
	 1.	 Read Psalm 51.

	 2.	 Peter wronged Jesus in a big way. In your reading for today, 
Psalm 51, we see David’s response to God after David had 
sinned in a big way with Bathsheba. In both instances, and in 
many others in the Bible, we see that God forgives, and gives 
a second chance. Do you forgive those who have offended 
you? Do you give others second, and third, and fourth 
chances? Honestly think through your different relationships 
to determine if you harbor unforgiveness toward anyone. If so, 
what could you do to reconcile that relationship?
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	 3.	 We know that Jesus’ mission was not “to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 
It is interesting to note in John 21, however, that Jesus is still 
serving the disciples — even after he has been resurrected. In 
other words, the resurrected Lord also is a servant. He is still 
serving you! List below the different ways that Jesus serves 
you and helps you.

Day Four
	 1.	 Read Psalm 118:1 – 9.

	 2.	 John 6:44 says, “No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws him [her],” and in 12:32, “When I am 
lifted up from the earth, [I] will draw all [people] to myself.” 
Interestingly, that word is used again in 21:6 — the disciples 
could not “haul” (literally, “draw”) the net into the boat 
because there were so many fish. Do you think that the story 
of the great catch shows us that Jesus will “draw” all people 
to himself through the disciples? Why doesn’t Jesus “catch” 
people by himself in evangelism instead of using us? What 
are the benefits and costs of using us instead of just doing it 
himself?
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	 3.	 Mark Strauss says that God calls us to feed his sheep, and tells 
the story about the pastor who did not lead his church with 
love and humility, which led to conflict. Unfortunately, conflict 
exists far too often in our churches. What can you do to help 
reduce/eliminate conflict in your church and with other Chris
tians you know?

Day Five
	 1.	 Read John 21:1 – 17 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your group 
did not have time to discuss or questions that you might like to 
think more about, use this time to review and reflect further.
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 6 Released to Forgive
Jesus Heals a Crippled 

Woman on the Sabbath 
(Luke 13:10 – 17)

Dr. Darrell Bock

Then should not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan has kept bound for eighteen 
long years, be set free on the 
Sabbath day from what bound her?

x Luke 13:16

God’s compassion is always 
available, but sometimes people 
are more concerned with other 
things than with helping others.

x Darrell Bock
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INTRODUCTION
Video Opener from Israel

Scripture Reading: Luke 13:10 – 17, 
followed by a prayer that God will 
open your heart as you study his 
Word

Location of Passage: Jewish synagogue, location unknown

MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
TO THE BIBLE
Normally, healing is a good thing, but Jesus faces opposition to this 
healing.

Video Teaching #1 Notes
Location of Video Teaching: Dallas Holocaust Museum

Holocaust, ten Boom family

For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard 
and the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so intensely as 
I did then.

Corrie ten Boom
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Sabbath healing

Sabbath rest conflict

Jesus heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath

Did You Know?
The rabbis debated whether 
it was justified to offer med
ical help to someone on the 
Sabbath.

Mark Strauss

A woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. 
She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, 
he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your 
infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up 
and praised God.

Luke 13:11 – 13

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues.

Luke 13:10
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Jews forbid work on the Sabbath

The generative acts of labor [prohibited on the Sabbath] are forty less 
one: he who sews, ploughs, reaps, binds sheaves, threshes, winnows, 
selects, grinds, sifts, kneads, bakes; he who shears wool, washes it, 
beats it, dyes it; spins, weaves, makes two loops, waves two threads, 
separates two threads; ties, unties, sews two stitches, tears in order 
to sew two stitches; he who traps a deer, slaughters it, flays it, salts 
it, cures its hide, scrapes it, and cuts it up; he who writes two letters, 
erases two letters in order to write two letters; he who builds, tears 
down; he who puts out a fire, kindles a fire; he who hits with a hammer; 
he who transports an object from one domain to another.

Mishnah Shabbat 7:2

Jews took the Sabbath seriously

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said 
to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those 
days, not on the Sabbath.”

Luke 13:14
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Tension between Jesus and 
the synagogue leader

Opposite theologies

Other Sabbath conflicts in Luke’s gospel

Did You Know?
The role of a synagogue 
ruler was to maintain 
the reading and faithful 
teaching of the law.

Joel Green

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 
Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what 
bound her?”

Luke 13:15 – 16
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Jesus is teaching Israel

David

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began 
to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 
Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the 
Sabbath?” Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when 
he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and 
taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And 
he also gave some to his companions.” Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

Luke 6:1 – 5
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Leper cleansed on a Sabbath

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath

God can be honored on the Sabbath

The synagogue ruler has more regard for the thirst of an animal over 
one Sabbath day, than for the Satan-bound condition of this woman 
over eighteen years.

John Nolland

On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a 
man was there whose right hand was shriveled. The Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him 
closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. But Jesus knew what they were 
thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front 
of everyone.” So he got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, “I ask 
you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
destroy it?” He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. But they were 
furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.

Luke 6:6 – 11
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God works through Jesus

Jesus has come to forgive

A deeper reality in the healing

Did You Know?
The Greek term apoluw in 
Luke 13:12 (“Woman, you are 
set free from your infirmity”) 
can also be translated as 
“to forgive,” such as in Luke 
6:37: “Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven.”

Matt Williams
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VIDEO DISCUSSION #1: MAKING 
DEEPER CONNECTIONS TO THE BIBLE
	 1.	 Why do you think the Jewish people in Jesus’ time did not want 

him to heal on the Sabbath? (Be sure to talk about the reading 
from the Mishnah, see page 110).

	 2.	 Why do you think that Jesus did this healing on the Sabbath 
day, when he could have waited until the next day in order to 
avoid conflict with the Jewish leaders? What was he trying to 
teach the Jewish people by doing so?

	 3.	 The woman who was healed immediately praised God (Luke 
13:13). Do you think that this was the correct response? Do you 
think she understood who Jesus was when he healed her? Why 
or why not?
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	 4.	 Jesus’ miracles always have a deeper meaning behind them. 
What do you think is the deeper meaning of this particular 
miracle?

CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
Those who experience Jesus’ restoring forgiveness are empowered to 
forgive others as well.

Video Teaching #2 Notes
Miracles are pictures of deeper realities

Jesus forgives us and sets us free

Although her prayers were unanswered for eighteen years, she was still 
faithful in synagogue worship.

IVP Women’s Bible Commentary
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The time: the kingdom of God overcomes Satan

Jesus’ authority

God’s heart of restoration

But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you.

Luke 11:20
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Daughters and sons

Jesus addresses her as “daughter of Abraham,” thereby giving her 
value as a person of worth and dignity in the kingdom of God.

IVP Women’s Bible Commentary

Socially restored

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:26
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A new way of life: freedom

Whether the challenge is being “bent over” and “brought low” 
by alcohol, drugs, sex, or some other debilitating situation, Jesus’ 
deliverance is designed to free us up to relate to him in a way that 
enables us to shed the limitations Satan sometimes chains us with.

Darrell Bock

Forgiving others

Models of forgiveness:

Corrie ten Boom

Jesus

VIDEO DISCUSSION #2:  
CONNECTING THE BIBLE TO LIFE
	 1.	 When Jesus forgives us, he also sets us free. How have you been 

set free by Jesus’ forgiveness?
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	 2.	 Darrell Bock says that this passage “beckons us to get right with 
God.” Because God is a God of restoration, he desires to set 
us free. Are you “right with God”? Spend some time asking the 
Lord’s forgiveness for anything that comes to mind.

	 3.	 Do you think that most Christians in your community are 
known as forgivers or grudge-bearers? What difference would 
it make if the entire Christian community in your city became 
forgivers? What differences would you see in your churches? 
What differences would you see in Christians themselves? 
What difference would you see in you?

	 4.	 When we are forgiven and set free, it is not to selfishness, but to 
serve others and to forgive others. Forgiving others not only 
helps them to move forward, but it helps us to move forward 
as well. Corrie ten Boom saw that those who were best able to 
forgive the atrocities that they experienced in the Holocaust 
were best able to rebuild their lives after the war. Think of a 
time when someone forgave you. How did it help you to “move 
forward”? Think of a time when you forgave someone. How did 
it help you to “move forward”?
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MAKING DEEPER CONNECTIONS  
IN YOUR OWN LIFE
Personal reflection studies to do on your own.

Day One
	 1.	 Read Luke 7:11 – 17.

	 2.	 According to Luke 13:10 – 12, when Jesus saw the crippled 
woman in the synagogue, he called her forward. This raises two 
questions. First, are we too busy to “see” other people’s needs? 
Is your schedule so full that you are running from one event to 
the next, with no time to stop and “see” other people’s needs?

	 3.	 Second, this crippled woman was marginalized by those around 
her, who probably would have considered her as sinful. Do 
you, like Jesus, “see” the socially marginalized people in your 
world? Do you take time to help those whom most people 
ignore — not only those in your community but in your 
church? Think about people who need help in your church and 
community and what you might do to help them.
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Day Two
	 1.	 Read Luke 7:36 – 50.

	 2.	 The synagogue ruler in Luke 13 was referring to the Sabbath 
commandment from Deuteronomy 5:12 – 14, “Observe the 
Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord your God has 
commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.” 
Jesus’ reply refers to the animals cited in the rest of verse 14, 
“On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, 
your donkey or any of your animals.” Not only did he know the 
Scriptures, but he knew the proper interpretation of them! Do 
you know Scripture well enough that if someone quoted a verse 
to you, you could cite the following verse? If you don’t currently 
have a Bible memorization plan, consider starting one.

	 3.	 The woman who was healed in Luke 13 “praised God” (verse 
13); the crowd was “delighted” (verse 17); the synagogue ruler 
was “indignant” and “humiliated” (verses 14, 17). Why do you 
think people reacted so differently? How do you react to God’s 
compassion on others, especially those you might consider 
“unworthy” of it?
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Day Three
	 1.	 Read Luke 8:40 – 53.

	 2.	 Let’s not forget that the main point of the Luke 13 passage 
is that Jesus has come to bring forgiveness and loosen the 
bonds of Satan. As you pray today, thank God that he is a God 
of compassion who sent Jesus to secure your forgiveness by 
overpowering the evil one.

	 3.	 What does Luke 13 teach us about the coming of the kingdom 
of God? At the very least it shows us that Jesus is bringing the 
kingdom, where sickness is healed, Satan is overthrown, and 
the people rejoice. Have you seen these three elements of the 
kingdom in your life? If so, how?

Day Four
	 1.	 Read Luke 9:37 – 45.

	 2.	 Jesus asked, “Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, 
be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” (Luke 
13:16). How does Satan “bind” people today? How do we, as 
ambassadors of the kingdom, help to set them free? Are you 
involved in ministries that set people free? Should you be 
involved in such ministries?
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	 3.	 As you pray today, ask the Lord if you are forgiving others with 
the same willingness and grace with which he forgives you. Are 
there people whom you still have not forgiven?

Day Five
	 1.	 Read Luke 13:10 – 17 one more time.

	 2.	 Pray through the entire passage verse by verse, allowing the 
deeper meaning that you have discovered to lead you as you 
pray. Ask the Spirit to continue to remind you of what you have 
learned and to help you apply these truths to your life. Jot 
down any further applications that come to mind as you pray.

	 3.	 Turn back to the discussion questions from the video teaching 
(Video Discussion #1, #2). If there are questions that your group 
did not have time to discuss or questions that you might like to 
think more about, use this time to review and reflect further.
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Encourage 
yourself or others 
to live by the Holy 
Spirit. 
9781890947804

Tabernacle 
Cutaway
Get an inside look 
at the Tabernacle 
with this wall 
chart!
9781890947491

Tabernacle
Presents the 
Tabernacle with 
detailed slides 
and full-color 
illustrations.

9781890947743

Christ in the 
Passover
Discover the 
Jewish roots of 
the Lord’s Supper.
9781596363670

Christian History 
Made Easy
12-sessions with 
over 350 slides on 
Christian history.
9781596363410

The Temple
Explore the 
temple built by 
King Solomon 
in the Old 
Testament.
9781596363755
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Anger
How to express and 
process your anger in 
a healthy, Godly way. 
ISBN 9781596366411

Forgiveness 
Learn how to express 
God’s grace, and 
experience the 
freedom in releasing 
unforgiveness!
ISBN 9781596366435

Verbal & Emotional 
Abuse
Learn practical, 
Bible-based “how 
to’s” for identifying 
and overcoming 
the pain caused by 
abuse.
ISBN 9781596366459

Conflict Resolution
Provides biblical 
principles that 
lead to peace and 
reconciliation. 
ISBN 9781596366473

Depression
Help yourself and 
others exchange 
despair for the true 
contentment found in 
Christ.
ISBN 9781596366497

Codependency 
Learn how to balance 
an unbalanced 
relationship.
ISBN 9781596366510

Biblical Advice & Practical Help

What is the Hope for the Heart 
minibook series?
The Hope series features biblical help and practical advice from radio host June 
Hunt. In easy-to-read and concise minibooks, June covers a range of topics, 
from depression to forgiveness, providing the answers and scriptures that have 
helped countless people around the world. 

Featured Titles
Adultery................................................. ISBN 9781596366848
Alcohol & Drug Abuse........................ ISBN 9781596366596
Anger...................................................... ISBN 9781596366411
Anorexia & Bulimia............................. ISBN 9781596369313
Bullying.................................................. ISBN 9781596369269
Codependency..................................... ISBN 9781596366510
Conflict Resolution............................. ISBN 9781596366473
Confrontation...................................... ISBN 9781596366886
Considering Marriage........................ ISBN 9781596366763
Decision Making................................. ISBN 9781596366534
Depression............................................ ISBN 9781596366497
Domestic Violence.............................. ISBN 9781596366824
Dysfunctional Family......................... ISBN 9781596369368
Fear......................................................... ISBN 9781596366701
Financial Freedom.............................. ISBN 9781596369412
Forgiveness........................................... ISBN 9781596366435
Friendship............................................. ISBN 9781596368828
Gambling.............................................. ISBN 9781596366862
Grief........................................................ ISBN 9781596366572
Guilt........................................................ ISBN 9781596366961
Hope...........................................................ISBN 9781596366558
Loneliness.............................................. ISBN 9781596366909
Manipulation....................................... ISBN 9781596366749
Marriage................................................ ISBN 9781596368941
Overeating............................................ ISBN 9781596369467
Parenting............................................... ISBN 9781596366725
Perfectionism....................................... ISBN 9781596369214
Reconciliation...................................... ISBN 9781596368897
Rejection................................................ ISBN 9781596366787
Self-Worth............................................. ISBN 9781596366688
Sexual Integrity.................................... ISBN 9781596366947
Singleness..............................................ISBN 9781596368774
Stress...................................................... ISBN 9781596368996
Success Through Failure.................... ISBN 9781596366923
Suicide Prevention.............................. ISBN 9781596366800
Verbal & Emotional Abuse................ ISBN 9781596366459

and MORE!

June Hunt  founded Hope for the Heart, a radio ministry aired on 
900+ outlets worldwide. The program offers biblical hope and practical 
help.

Hope For The Heart Board of Reference:
Dr. Henry Blackaby (Blackaby Ministries International), Dr. Rick Warren (Saddleback 
Church), Dr. Tony Evans (The Urban Alternative), Joni Eareckson Tada (Joni and Friends), 
Kay Arthur (Precept Ministries International), Dr. David Jeremiah (Turning Point), Dr. 
Tim Clinton (American Association of Christian Counselors), Dr. Bruce Wilkinson (Bruce 
Wilkinson Ministries), Dr. Chip Ingram (Living on the Edge), Roger Staubach (SRS Real 
Estate Partners), Steve Arterburn (New Life Ministries), Vonette Bright (Campus Crusade 
for Christ), Dr. Charles Stanley (In Touch Ministries), Zig Ziglar (Ziglar Training Systems) 
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Joni Eareckson Tada
Joni Eareckson Tada, the founder and Chief Executive Officer of Joni and 
Friends International Disability Center, is an international advocate for 
people with disabilities. A diving accident in 1967 left Joni Eareckson, 
then 17, a quadriplegic in a wheelchair, without the use of her limbs. 
After two years of rehabilitation, she emerged with new skills and a fresh 
determination to help others in similar situations. Joni has written over 
50 books and numerous magazine articles. She was inducted into the 
Christian Booksellers’ Association’s Hall of Honor in 1995  and received the 
Gold Medallion Lifetime Achievement Award in 2003 from the Evangelical 
Christian Publishers Association.

Making Sense of 
Suffering
Understand how God 
sees suffering and how 
to cope.
ISBN 9781596365018

God’s Hand in Our 
Hardship 
Seeing God’s goodness in 
our lives at all times.
ISBN 9781596365032

A Thankful Heart in a 
World of Hurt
Discover how to maintain a 
thankful heart in the midst 
of difficult circumstances. 
ISBN 9781596365070

Where’s My Miracle?
Learn what the scriptures 
say about healing and 
unanswered prayers.
ISBN 9781596365094

SERIES DESCRIPTION
The Help a Friend pamphlet series focuses on the first 
response by a caring friend to bad news about a loved one. 
Get equipped to be supportive and encouraging to the 
sufferer. Gain the confidence to reach out rather than avoid.

Each Quick-guide includes
•	 Description of the struggles and  
	 how to help
•	 What to say and what to avoid
•	 Best Bible Verses for 
	 encouragement

Help a Friend Pamphlets

Other Joni Eareckson Tada Titles

by Joni Eareckson Tada

Gaining a Hopeful 
Spirit
Learn how to rely on 
the hope promised in 
scripture. 
ISBN 9781596365131

Breaking the 
Bonds of Fear
Release yourself from 
fear and find freedom.
ISBN 9781596365155

AUTISM
ISBN: 978-1-6286-2476-2
Code: 4165X
Retail MSRP: $3.99

DISABILITY
ISBN: 978-1-6286-2475-5
Code: 4165X
Retail MSRP: $3.99

GRIEF
ISBN: 978-1-6286-2474-8
Code: 4163X
Retail MSRP: $3.99

MEMORY LOSS
ISBN: 978-1-6286-2477-9
Code: 4166X
Retail MSRP: $3.99

INSIDE PAGES

In a joint effort with Joni and Friends and Tyndale Publishers, the 
Help a Friend pamphlet series is specially designed to accompany the 
October 2016 release of the Beyond Suffering Bible, the first study 
Bible to directly address those who suffer and the people who love 
and care for them.



Choosing Forgiveness  
Bible Study 

9781628623840

Overcoming Depression 
Bible Study  

9781628623901

Handling Stress 
Bible Study  
	

9781628623963

Dealing With Anger 
Bible Study 

9781628623871

Understanding Verbal 
And Emotional Abuse 
Bible Study  

9781628623932

Finding Self-Worth In 
Christ Bible Study  

9781628623994

Save 20% on Hope for the Heart Bible Studies! 

Experience the peace that comes from applying God’s Word to every 
situation with June Hunt’s Hope for the Heart Bible Study series. Based 
on the bestselling Hope for the Heart series (over 1 million copies sold), 
these 6-session Bible studies give biblical hope and practical help along 
with life applications and discussion questions for everyday issues.

Check out the entire series:

Author and counselor, June Hunt is founder of Hope For The Heart, a ministry that changes lives with resources 
translated into 30+ languages on 6 continents. She hosts two national radio programs, including Hope In The 
Night, featuring live call-in counseling. Her 100-topic Biblical Counseling Library provides biblical hope and 
practical help for today’s problems.

$9.99 each. 112 pages. 6”x9” Paperback. Perfect for small groups, Bible study, and individual use.

Key Features:
	 • 	 Digs into Scripture: Find out what the Bible says about causes, characteristics, God’s purposes, and more.
	 • 	 Practical: Includes reflection questions, journaling, study guide, quizzes, and practical steps you can take 	
		  each day.
	 •	 Relatable: It shares real stories and answers tough questions.
	 • 	 Anyone Can Lead It! Includes leader tips and step-by-step guide.

Save 20% on Your Next Hope for the Heart Bible Study
Use Coupon Code: GoHFTH17

Redeem on www.rose-publishing.com. Offer cannot be combined with our sales, promotions, or discounts.  
Offer good on your entire purchase of any of the Hope for the Heart studies shown above. 

http://www.rose-publishing.com
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RoseKidz

Kids Instant Bible Lessons & Activities!
RoseKidz is the children’s division of Rose Publishing, producing age-graded, fully-reproducible Bible lessons and 
activities that reinforce Christian teachings, Bible stories, and Scripture in the lives of little ones! Perfect for Sunday 
school, homeschool, and children’s church. 

Reproducible Bible Lessons

5-Minute Sunday School Activities

Kids Bible Stories, Crafts, and Puzzles, and more!

Instant Bible 
Lessons for 
Toddlers (Jesus 
Is My Friend)
Get toddlers in to 
Bible learning!
9781584110361

Instant Bible 
Lessons (Bible 
Truths)
Meaningful, fun 
Bible lessons on 
prayer! Ages 5-10.
9781885358288

Instant Bible 
Lessons Preteen 
(Rock Solid 
Faith)
8 all-inclusive 
lessons, with over 
60 activities!
9781584110743

More! Instant 
Bible Lessons 
(Jesus’ Disciples)
Over 60 hands-on  
activities in 8 
lessons, perfect 
for ages 5-10.
9781584110170

5-Minute Sunday 
School Activities 
(God is Great)
Quick and ready-
to-use activities to 
teach about God!
9781584111009

5-Minute Sunday 
School Activities 
(Built on a Rock)
Fun activities to 
teach kids about 
the Early Church!
9781584110996

5-Minute Sunday 
School Activities 
(Forever Faithful)
Grow your kids’ 
faith with these 
fun quick-prep 
activities!
9781584111016

5-Minute Sunday 
School Activities 
for Preschoolers 
(Jesus Shows Me)
Teach little 
ones about the 
miracles of Jesus! 
9781584110477

Bible Stories 
About Jesus -- 
Ages 2-3
Teach little ones 
about Jesus’ life 
with over 80 fun 
hands-on activities!
9780937282045

Teaching Children 
Memory Verses 
-- Ages 4-5
Exciting projects 
and crafts to get the 
Word of God into 
hearts and minds!
9781584110644

52 Games That 
Teach the Bible
Teach on topics 
like prayer and 
evangelism with 
52 activities, crafts 
and games!
9780937282649

Bible Crafts on 
a Shoestring 
Budget -- Paper 
Plates and Cups
Exciting budget-
friendly crafts to 
teach about God!
9781584110026

God and Me!
Volume 1
Ages 2-5          9781885358615
Ages 6-9          9781885358608
Ages 10-12     9781885358547
Volume 2
Ages 2-5          9781584110545
Ages 6-9          9781584110552
Ages 10-12     9781584110569
Volume 3
Ages 2-5          9781584110910
Ages 6-9          9781584110927
Ages 10-12     9781584110934

Girls Devotionals Boys Devotionals Kids Fiction

Gotta Have God
Volume 1
Ages 2-5          9781885358967
Ages 6-9          9781885358974
Ages 10-12     9781885358981
Volume 2
Ages 2-5          9781584110576
Ages 6-9          9781584110583
Ages 10-12     9781584110590
Volume 3
Ages 2-5          9781584110965
Ages 6-9          9781584110972
Ages 10-12     9781584110989

Bill the Warthog
Attack of the Mutant Fruit    9781584110781
Battle of the Bands              9781584111597
Bogus Mind Machine          9781584110804
Box Office Bill                        9781584111412
Case of the Campfire Caper  9781584110811

Full Metal Trench Coat     9781584110682
Guarding the Tablets        9781584110736
King Con                               9781584110941
Quest for the Temple        9781584110798

Time Crashers
Viking Attack                      9781584111351
Fire on the Mountain       9781584111450
Blackbeard’s Revenge      9781584111573




