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PAWNEE NATION HOUSING AUTHORITY 

September/October 2025 

www.pawneenationhousing.org 
AKąRUõ  NEWs 

We hope that everyone had a fun      
summer and we wish the school aged 
kids good luck on their start to the new 
academic year. We look forward to     
seeing all the ƿrst day of school photos.  
 

Well, the Roof Replacement Project we 
started in the middle of summer has now 
been completed. There were 19 homes 
that now have new roofs. This was a  
project that was paid for by our            
insurance claims from the damaging 
winds and hail. Thank you to our       
contractor and our Project Coordinator 
for completing this project for us.  
 

We look forward to all the contests we 
have planned in the month of October. I 
hope that you and your families partici-
pate and have some fun decorating and 
cooking.  

Edition 1013 

WELCOME FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Housing Commissioners are still 
working with See Renewal on the PNHA 
Strategic Housing, Land Acquisition and 
Land Use Plan. We have completed the 
surveys and wanted to thank you all for 
your participation in the surveys. We had 
around of 38 surveys completed. More 
information and participation from our 
tenants and the community will be   
coming as we start to look at funding  
future projects. 
 

Our little newsletter has been reaching 
more community members these last 
few editions. We hope you enjoy all the      
information and ƿnd it useful. We want 
our tenants to be informed on activities 
that are going on around the PNHA  
community and the Pawnee community. 
If you would like to do any birthday or 
congratulations shoutouts, please contact 
our oǡce. We hope you enjoy this      
edition of the AkÞruƜ News!   

 

~ Linda Jestes, Executive Director 
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BOARD MEETING 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 

The Board of Commissioners had a    

Regular meeting on July 8 2025 with a 

quorum present. Meeting minutes were 

approved for June 10th and June 18th 

and Housing StaǠ gave reports on daily 

operations. In Old Business, a motion was 

made to approve the revisions to the 

PNHA Admissions and Occupancy Policy. 

In New Business, a motion was made to 

table the sale price for a non-NAHASDA 

Lease Purchase Home; a motion was 

made to approve the revisions to the 

PNHA NAHASDA Lease Purchase       

Program Policy; and a motion was made 

to table the Determination on Purchase of 

House on Timberlane. In Executive     

Session the Commissioners had discus-

sion only on Lease Purchase Home 

(NAHASDA) and the Privately Owned 

Homes Program. Motion to adjourn at 

1:44 PM. 

The Board of Commissioners had a    

Special meeting on July 24, 2025 with a 

quorum present. The Special meeting was 

Executive Session only and a  motion was 

made to approve the cap for the            

NAHASDA Privately Owned Homes    

Program for the client and oǠer the loan 

program for the rest of the replacement of 

the roof through a housing vendor.      

Motion to adjourn at 12:33 PM.  

For a full listing of our Commission 
Meetings, please visit our website at 
www.pawneenationhousing.org 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  

October 14th at 11:30 A.M. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  

September 9th at 11:30 A.M. 

COMMISSION POSITIONS OPEN 

There are 2 vacancies on the PNHA Board 

of Commissioners. If you are interested in 

ƿlling the position, please contact the  

Pawnee Nation Executive Oǡce, Jamie 

Nelson. You will need to submit a letter of 

intent, attach a resume, and sign a back-

ground check release form. 

 

Commissioners: (L to R) James Hawkins, 

Suzy Knife Chief (Vice -Chair) and  

Reva Howell Garcia (Chair)  



tŀƎŜ о 

 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 

The Board of Commissioners had a 

Regular meeting on August 12, 2025 

with a quorum present.  

The Commissioners approved the 

meeting minutes for July 8th Regular 

meeting and July 24th for a Special 

meeting and Housing StaǠ gave        

reports on daily operations.  

In Old Business, the Commissioners 

discussed the monthly lease amount 

for the Non-NAHASDA Lease Purchase 

home on Ash Street. Discussion only.  

In New Business, the consensus was to 

move forward with the purchase of the 

home on Timberlane; a motion was 

made to bring back the revoked loan 

program with changes; discussion and 

action to draft a letter to the PBC    

President and request information 

about the City of Pawnee project on 

Yellowhorse Drive; and at 11:30 am the 

Commission heard a presentation from 

Mr. Mike Olson with Oklahoma Justice 

Reform.  

In Executive Session, the Commission-

ers were updated on a PNHA Lease 

Purchase Property Lease Agreement; 

no action was taken. A motion was 

made to adjourn at 12:38 PM.  

The Housing Authority is at housing 
capacity and we have no vacancies 
at this time. We have had several      
inquiries and encourage individuals 
to apply for housing to get on the 
waiting list. You can download the 
Housing Application from our    
website or you may come by the 
oǡce to apply. Our housing          
inventory can be viewed on our 
website as well. Thank you to all of 
our tenants within our Housing 
Community! 

NO HOUSING AVAILABLE 
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COMMISSIONER NEWS 

The PNHA oǡcially launched the    

Community Needs Assessment and  

Strategic Housing, Land Acquisition & 

Land Use Project planning phase on July 

3rd with an in-person community    

meeting at the RoamChief Event Center. 

The meeting was productive, with             

participants expressing a strong desire to 

assist members in obtaining homes by 

increasing housing options for singles, 

families, and elders.  

During the discussion, various topics 

were raised, including potential         

partnership opportunities with the     

Pawnee Nation and other partners to   

expand housing options. Participants   

also discussed desired housing        

amenities, including master-planned   

developments, inƿll development around 

existing neighborhoods, and pocket 

parks. Three primary concerns highlight-

ed by attendees were the lack of new 

housing stock, the need for an assisted 

care facility, and the poor condition of 

unmaintained homes resulting from   

prolonged probate periods. 

Recent project activities have included 

conducting a community survey and 

starting a housing assessment of single-

family, multi-family, and mobile home 

units within the planning area. The 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

PNHA looks forward to continuing its work 

with SEE Renewal to evaluate community 

needs and create an actionable strategy for 

addressing those needs and achieving 

housing goals. The planning team will con-

tinue to gather data and community input 

in the upcoming months. 

For further information about this project 

and the survey results, please contact the 

PNHA. 
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PNHA STAFF HIRING ENERGY COORD 

We are hiring for the 
Energy Coordinator 
position for the    
Rural Energy Pilot 
Program. This is a 
part-time position, 

average of 20 hours per week. 
Oǡce will be located at the Pawnee 
Nation Housing Authority and 
working with the Pawnee Nation 
administration. If you are interest-
ed, you may apply online at our 
website or come by the Housing 
Oǡce to ƿll out an   application. 
Deadline for applications is August 
29th at 4 pm  
or until ƿlled.  

STAFF TRAINING 

Our staǠ attended a HUD training 
on Build America, Buy America Act 
(BABA) which is apart of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act. 
The webinar was a kick-oǠ of a se-
ries of technical assistance eǠorts 
for Tribes/TDHEs that will focus on 
Buy American Preference and its 
application to the IHBG and ICDBG 
funds.  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Linda Jestes, Executive Director 
Phone: 918-762-3454 
Email: linda.jestes@pawneenationhousing.org 
           pawneenationha@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mary Hawkins, Administrative Technician 
Phone: 918-223-7988 
Email: maryhawkins@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

Vacant, Energy Coordinator, REPP  
Email: TBD 
 
Geisette Greenwell, Temp Project Manager 
Email: geisettegreenwell@gmail.com 
 

Cynthia Butler, Compliance Specialist 
Email: cbutler@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

George Pratt, Maintenance Coordinator 
Phone: 918-223-1697 
 

Deni Clark, Accountant 
Jaden Grier, Maintenance (Contract) 
Tom Pratt, Maintenance (Contract) 
Garon Cozad-Tawkoyty, Maintenance (Contract) 
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HOUSING STAFF ACTIVITIES 

Our maintenance staǠ have been busy 
these past few months with mowing and 
weedeating, working on work orders, 
and helping with the program projects 
for Housing.  

MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES 

Our Housing StaǠ met with the Pawnee 
Nation and consultants, Tribuquent, on 
the Rural Energy Pilot Program on 
Wednesday, August 27th. StaǠ will be 
working with the Pawnee Nation to  
complete the Housing obligations and 
deliverables for the grant. This is will   
entail completing phase 4 and phase 5 of 
the grant. In phase 4 will include work 
on the Utility Grid Construction,      
Community Solar Garden Array, Public 
Access DER Charging Stations, Battery 
Energy Storage System and in phase 5 
which includes Business Plan              
Development, Operational Planning,  
Operational Support Systems, Communi-
ty Solar Platform and Routing              
Operations. We are hoping to enter into 
phase 6 of the project by January 2026 
which will be the close out of the grant 
and reporting.  
Look for ǀyers on workshops that will be 
planned, we will get more information 
out as it becomes available.   

REPP PLANNING MEETING 

We have had many questions from the 
community on vendors that we use for 
our projects here at Housing. Below is a 
list of vendors we use should you need 
any recommendations.   

PNHA VENDOR LIST 


