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PAWNEE NATION HOUSING AUTHORITY 

November/December 2025 

www.pawneenationhousing.org 
AKÂRU’  NEWs 

We want to thank all of our tenants for 
working with us as we navigate through 
the government shutdown.  
We are looking forward to the holidays 
and the many activities we have planned 
for November and December.  
The houses looked great for the Hallow-
een decorating contest and can’t wait to 
see all the Christmas lights for the next 
contest.  
We are getting ready for some Planning 
and Development sessions for the       
tenants and community. Please join us as 
we continue with our strategic plan. 
More information will be sent out.  
Also, in November, we are getting ready 
for yearly housing inspections. We will 
send out notices soon. Please contact 
our office should you have any questions.  
 

~ Linda Jestes, Executive Director 

Edition 1014 

WELCOME FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PNHA PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Please join us for our planning and devel-
opment meetings for our PNHA Strategic 
Housing, Land Acquisition, and Land 
Use Plan. More information on page 3 of 
this edition. Hope to see you there! 
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BOARD MEETINGS 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 

On August 29, the Commission met in a 

Special Meeting in Executive Session on 

Request for Homebuyer Grievance, NA-

HASDA Lease Purchase Program. This 

was discussion only, the Commission set 

a meeting for September 3rd to discuss a 

determination and then will meet with the 

client on September 9th in Executive Ses-

sion. A motion was made to adjourn; the 

meeting adjourned at 12:55 pm.  

On September 3, the Commission met in 

a Special Meeting in Executive Session to 

discuss a NAHASDA Lease Purchase Pro-

gram Agreement. This was discussion on-

ly. A motion was made to adjourn; the 

meeting adjourned at 6:34 pm.  

On September 9, the Commission met in 

a Regular Meeting and met in Executive 

Session on a PNHA NAHASDA Lease 

Purchase Program Agreement. No action 

was taken after Executive Session. The 

Commissioners approved meeting 

minutes for August 12 & 29 and heard re-

ports from staff on daily operations, activ-

ities, and planning & development. Dates 

were tentatively set for November 12, 13, 

& 14 for Amy Wilson to hold community 

meetings for the stakeholders of the 

PNHA Plan. A motion was made to ad-

journ; the meeting adjourned at 12:39 pm.  

For a full listing of our Commission 
Meetings, please visit our website at 

www.pawneenationhousing.org 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  

December 9th at 11:30 A.M. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  

November 4th at 11:30 A.M. 

COMMISSION POSITIONS OPEN 

The Pawnee Nation is still seeking applicants 
from individuals interested in sitting on the 
Housing Board of Commissioners. To apply, 
please send your letter of interest and resume 
to President Misty Nuttle at PO Box 470, 
Pawnee, OK 74058 or send an email to Ms. 
Jamie Nelson at jnelson@pawneenation.org.  

Commissioners: (L to R) James Hawkins, 

Suzy Knife Chief (Vice-Chair) and  

Reva Howell Garcia (Chair) 
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PNHA will host a three-day Planning Week,  
November 12–14, to engage the Board,       
community members, and key partners as part 
of the ongoing Strategic Housing, Land Acquisi-
tion, and Land Use Plan.  
Day One (Wednesday, Nov 12) focuses on the 
PNHA Board and  Housing staff in facilitated 
working sessions led by SEE Renewal (SEER) to 
reflect on priorities and guide key decisions.  
Day Two (Thursday, Nov 13, 10:00 a.m.–7:30 
p.m.) offers a schedule-friendly, drop-in com-
munity meeting open to the public, designed to 
enrich the plan with  resident feedback. The in-
teractive format will feature rolling planning 
huddles, micro-sessions, planning stations, 
mapping exercises, and hybrid participation.  
SEER will facilitate throughout the day, while 
PNHA Staff & Board will host two hybrid 101 
micro-sessions: Homeownership 101 (12:00–
12:30 p.m.) and Renter Stability 101 (5:00–5:30 
p.m.).  
Day Three (Friday, Nov 14) is reserved for key 
partners, with discussions aimed at converting 
community priorities into actionable, mutually 
beneficial agreements with Tribal partners, 
city/county agencies, financial partners,     
training providers, employers, and landlords; 
SEER will facilitate the partner track - coordi-
nating cross-agency alignment, documenting 
commitments, and translating agreements into 
an action plan with owners, timelines, and   
near-term funding steps. PNHA looks forward 
to using Planning Week to gather meaningful 
input, strengthen relationships, and secure the 
commitments needed to improve housing 
across the Pawnee Nation’s original               
jurisdiction - addressing homelessness and 
housing insecurity, enhancing wraparound    
services, and supporting a stronger local     
economy for all.  

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 
The Board of Commissioners had a 

Regular meeting on October 14, and 

approved meeting minutes for Special 

Meeting minutes for September 3, 

2025 and Regular Meeting minutes for 

September 9, 2025. Staff gave reports 

on daily activities, operations, and 

planning and development. In New 

Business, a motion was made to       

approve the conveyance of the        

NAHASDA Lease Purchase Program 

Home at 723 Harrison Street, motion 

carried; and a motion was made to    

approve the Systems Coordinator in 

the eLOCCS system for the Executive 

Director, motion carried. A motion was 

made to adjourn; the meeting was    

adjourned at 12:35 pm.  

The Housing Authority is at housing 
capacity and we have no vacancies 
at this time. We have had several      
inquiries and encourage individuals 
to apply for housing to get on the 
waiting list. You can download the 
Housing Application from our    
website or you may come by the 
office to apply. A list of our housing 
inventory can be viewed on our 
website as well. Thank you to all of 
our tenants within our Housing 
Community! 

NO HOUSING AVAILABLE 
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PNHA STAFF ENERGY COORD HIRED 

The PNHA has hired the Energy  
Coordinator position for the Pawnee 
Nation’s Rural Energy Pilot Program. 
Help us in welcoming Mr. Kameron 
Brown! He will filling in to help with 

the last phases of 
the grant and the 
Housing Authority 
is happy to have as 
a part of the team.  

STAFF TRAINING 

Our staff attended an ONAP Training in 
Oklahoma City on August 28 & 29 on 
NAHASDA Financials which was an in-
person training and on October 21 & 22 
staff attended a HUD training on the 
Conveyance Process for the Lease     
Purchase Program. The Conveyance 
training was a 2-day virtual training.  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Linda Jestes, Executive Director 
Phone: 918-762-3454 
Email: linda.jestes@pawneenationhousing.org 
           pawneenationha@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mary Hawkins, Administrative Technician 
Phone: 918-223-7988 
Email: maryhawkins@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

Kameron Brown, Energy Coordinator, REPP  
Email: Kameron.brown@pawneenationhousing.org 
 
Vacant, Project Manager 
Email:  
 

Cynthia Butler, Compliance Specialist 
Email: cbutler@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

George Pratt, Maintenance Coordinator 
Phone: 918-223-1697 
 

Deni Clark, Accountant 
Jaden Grier, Maintenance (Contract) 
Tom Pratt, Maintenance (Contract) 
 

BOSSES DAY 

October 16th was National Bosses Day. 
The PNHA celebrated our Executive   
Director, Ms. Linda Jestes for her leader-
ship and dedication to the Housing     
Authority. Her acts of kind-
ness and empathy does 
not go un-noticed.  
  
Thank you Ms. Linda for 
all you do for our PNHA 
and Pawnee Communities.   
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HOUSING STAFF ACTIVITIES 

Our maintenance staff have been busy 
these past few months with mowing and 
weed eating, working on work orders, 
filter changes, and helping with the     
program projects for Housing.  
 
Right now we only have our Mainte-
nance and Construction Coordinator, 
George Pratt, on duty, so please have  
patience with us as we try and fill work 
orders. We are limited in spending so big 
items may not get replaced at this time. 
Should our tenants have any concerns, 
please contact our office.  

MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES 

We wanted to update our tenants on the 
effects we have had due to the govern-
ment shutdown.  
In the middle of October, we had to lay 
off our contract workers until we are able 
to drawdown funds from the eLOCCS  
secure system. Our office has been work-
ing with HUD to get access to the system 
and get this completed on our end.    
Further assistance is needed on HUD’s 
end for approvals and then we will be 
able to continue business as usual.  
This also affects our assistance programs 
for youth, college, rental/utilities and 
homeowners assistance. We will let our 
tenants and clients know when we are 
able to continue these programs.  
If you have any questions, please reach 
out to our office or come by and see us. 
We thank you for your  patience and   
cooperation as we   navigate the best we 
can during this shutdown of the govern-
ment.  

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

Congratulations to one of our Lease   
Purchase Program 
Homeowners, 
Mary Hawkins, on 
the recent purchase 
of her home 
through the       
Program. She was   
given the keys and 
deed to her home 
on   October 28th.  

LEASE PURCHASE CONVEYANCE 
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  ACTIVITIES 

Save the Date for the next REPP      
workshop on November 6th at the    
Pawnee Nation Roam Chief Event     
Center. This will be an update from    
Emporia on the sensor program and app. 
This will be in-person and virtual for 
those clients who are interested in       
attending.  
For more information on the REPP    
program, please contact our Energy    
Coordinator, Kameron Brown at 918-762
-3454 or via email at  
Kameron.brown@pawneenationhousing.org.  

REPP MEETINGS REPP WORKSHOP 

The PNHA and the PN REPP Program is 
continuing with meetings and planning 
to complete the phases outlined in the 
grant. A lot of planning is going in to   
deploying additional sensors, working on 
the development with our vendor to start 
the construction of the solar garden,   
upcoming workforce development      
opportunities, and additional workshops 
for our clients.  
We will have more to report as the grant 
continues through the phases.  

NEW REPP FACEBOOK PAGE 

Visit and Follow the new REPP Face-
book page for information, updates 
and events.  
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HOUSING AUTHORITY NEWS 

HOUSING INSPECTIONS 

The PNHA will be conducting yearly      
inspections during the month of November. 
We will be sending out notices a week    
before the inspections along with the check 
list on what to expect.  
Inspections are a requirement through our 
funding agency to ensure the upkeep of our 
inventory and facilities. 
 
Should you have any 
questions, please call 
the Housing Office.   

BUILDING RENTAL 

Are you looking for a place to have a 
birthday party, family gathering, meet-
ing or event? The PNHA has a build-
ing for rent for just the occasion. Our 
Community Center is on Main Street, 
downtown Pawnee. For information 
on availability please get with Ms. 
Mary Hawkins and you may also visit 
our website for cost and forms.  

Thank you to all who came and had coffee 
with us on September 
29th for National Coffee 
Day. There were donuts, 
coffee and Blue and 
Gold sausage served. 
We had about 10-15 
who came to visit and 
we are thankful for the 
conversations, fellow-
ship and coffee shared! 

NATIONAL COFFEE DAY 

CIRCUS, PAWNEE, OK 

We hope everyone had a great time 
with family at the circus that came to 
town! Thank you to the Pawnee 
Chamber of Commerce for their plan-
ning of this event to bring our families 
together and enjoy a fantastic presen-
tation.  

TAMPERING WITH CABLE BOXES 

We have had reports of kids tamper-
ing with the cable/internet boxes on 
the back of the houses. Please ask 
them to not play with those. If they 
are damaged you will be notified to 
replace or fix the damages.  
We appreciate your cooperation in 
this matter.  
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HOUSING AUTHORITY NEWS 

Everyone did a great job on           
decorating pumpkins this year! The 
winners of the pumpkin decorating 
contest are as follows:  

Emily Merrell, 1st place 
Jude Big Bear Hand, 2nd place 

Laura Branch, 3rd place 
All the kids who submitted a pumpkin 
will be given sacks of candy and 
snacks for participating. We hope 
they all had fun and we look forward 
to next year.  

KIDS PUMPKIN DECORATING 

The Pawnee Nation Learning Center 
stopped by the Housing Office with 
the kids to trick or treat. Here are 
some photos from this event.  

TRICK OR TREAT 
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HOUSING AUTHORITY NEWS 

PNHA loves to see all the decorating 
of the homes for the holiday. Thank 
you to the 6 families who participated 
in the Halloween Contest. Pictured 
are the winners. First through fourth 
place received a rent incentive and all 
participants received a prize that was 
donated by one of our vendors,     
Vargas Renovations and Construc-
tion. We hope everyone had fun and 
get lots of candy for Halloween! 

HALLOWEEN DECORATING 

1st Place - The Merrell Family 

2nd Place - The Branch Family 

3rd Place - The Sherry Ramirez Family 

4th Place - The Brian Ramirez Family 

Consolation - The Monneossy Family 

Consolation - the Ankney Family 
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PNHA COOKING CORNER 

Crockpot Chicken Noodle 
Soup 

Ingredients: 
2 can cream of chicken soup 
2 can chicken broth (15oz 
each) 
1 stick butter or margarine 
1 lb chicken breast (fresh or 
frozen) 
1 package frozen egg noodles (24oz) Reames 
 

Instructions:  
1. In the crockpot put the chicken on the     

bottom. Pour the chicken broth and soup on 
top. Then top that with the stick of butter. 
Put the crockpot on low for 6-7 hours. 

2. Take the chicken out and shred. Put back in 
crockpot. Add the frozen noodles and cook 
for 2 more hours. (stir every 30 minutes 
until done.) Serve and enjoy! 

3 Ingredient No-Bake 
Hershey’s Pie 

Ingredients: 
1 (6oz) pre-made graham 
cracker crust 
1 (8oz) tub of Cool Whip 
(thawed in fridge) 
6 regular sized Hershey’s Chocolate Bars (about 
9 ounces) 
 

Instructions: Break apart your Hershey’s Bars and 
reserve 2-4 pieces for garnishing the pie later. 
Place them in a microwave safe bowl and heat for 20
-30 second increments until the chocolate is melted. 
Add the thawed Cool Whip to the melted chocolate 
and mix until well combined. Spoon the mixture into 
your prepared pie crust, and then use a cheese grat-
er to garnish the top with any chocolate you have 
set aside. Refrigerate and chill for a least 3 hours 
or overnight before slicing.   

Carlota De Cafe 
 

Ingredients:  
8oz cream cheese, room 
temperature 
1 can La Lechera Sweetened 
Condensed Milk 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
½ teaspoon cinnamon 
12 oz strong brewed coffee 
(cold) 
3 ½ cups heavy whipping cream, cold 
2-3 packages of Maria cookies 
½ Tablespoon cocoa powder 
1 teaspoon instant coffee 
 
Instructions: 
In a large bowl, or bowl of a standmixer fitted with 
the whisk attachment, add room temperature 
cream cheese, La Lechera sweetened condensed 
milk, cinnamon, vanilla, and strong brewed coffee. 
Whisk using a hand mixer or the stand mixer until 
combined. 
 
Add heavy cream and whip on the highest setting 
until the cream forms soft peaks. This may take a 
little bit, just be sure to keep whipping until nice 
and fluffy. 
 
Spread a thin layer of the coffee cream over the 
bottom of a 9x13 pan, then top with Maria cookies 
in an even layer. Add a third of the coffee cream 
over the top, then repeat the layers, finishing with 
a layer of the coffee cream on top. Cover with 
plastic wrap and place in the fridge overnight to 
set. 
 
Just before serving, in a small bowl, mix cocoa 
powder and instant coffee together. Lightly dust 
the top of the carlota with the cocoa/coffee mix-
ture using a fine sieve or sifter. Slice and enjoy! 
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November 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9a PBC  

Quarterly Mtg 

2 3   National  

Sandwich Day 
830a PN HR 
Comm Mtg 

4 Election Day 
9a PBC Mtg 

1130 a PNHA 

Meeting 

5 
11:30 a Chamber  

Directors Meeting 

530 p City of    

Pawnee Mtg 

6 
10a REPP Mtg 
530p REPP 
Workshop 

7 8 
OSU Powwow 

9 
 

10 11  
PNHA CLOSED 

Veterans Day 
7a School Board 

12 
430 p PN Princess 
Comm Mtg 

13 
10a REPP Mtg 
6p District 35 Cand. 
Forum 

14 
Rock Ur Mocks 
& Roundance 

15 

16 
CRD Handgame 

17 
830a PN HR 
Comm Mtg 

18 
530p PBC Mtg 

19 20 
10a REPP Mtg 
1130 am Chamber 

Roundtable 

21 
Filter Changes 

22 

23 24 25 26 
PNHA Closed Early 

National Cake Day 

27 PNHA CLOSED 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

28 PNHA CLOSED 29 

30       

Join us on November 3rd from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm at the Housing 
Office for National Sandwich Day. 
We will be serving sandwiches with 
all the fixings. Come by and visit 
with us! 

NATIONAL SANDWICH DAY NATIONAL CAKE DAY 

Who loves cake? We do! Come by 
the Housing Office for a morning 
snack before the Thanksgiving  
Holiday from 10:00 am to 11:30 am 
for cake and punch in recognition of 
National Cake Day. Hope to see you 
there! 

PNHA Housing Inspections  

PNHA Community Meetings 
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Happy Birthday to our 
Compliance Specialist 

 

Ms. Cynthia Butler 
on November 11th 

 

 

From the PNHA 

BIRTHDAY SHOUTOUTS 

Happy Birthday  
to our Admin Tech  

 

Ms. Mary Hawkins 
on November 14th  

 
 

 
 

From the PNHA 
 

November Birthday 
Shoutout to  

 

 Nelson 

Yellowman 

November Birthday 
Shoutout to  

 

 Brian Kirk 
on the 29th 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

Sherry Ramirez 
 

    We love  
    you lots! 

 

 
Love King & Camilla 

Happy Birthday to  
 

Sara llamas 
Howell 

 

We love you! 
 
 

Mom 

December Birthday 
Shoutout to  

 

Leah Merrell 
 

Happy Birthday to 
our youngest, 

Yessenia  
Garcia 

We love you! 
 

Mom and Dad 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
9 a PBC Mtg 

3 
11:30 a Chamber  

Directors Meeting 

530 p City of    

4 
10a REPP Mtg 

5 6 

Parade of 

Lights 

7 8 9 
7a School Board 
1130 a PNHA 

Meeting 

10 11 
10a REPP Mtg 

12 13 

14 15 16 
530p PBC Mtg 

17 
12p PN Gov 
Docs Mtg 

18 
 

10a REPP Mtg 
530 p Pawnee    
Community      
Christmas Party 

19 
Filter Changes 

20 

21 22 23 24 
PNHA Closed Early 

25 PNHA CLOSED 

Christmas Day 
26 PNHA CLOSED 27 

28 29 30 31 
PNHA Closed Early 

   

December 2025 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

We will be holding a Christmas      
Decorating Contest for the tenants. 
Judging for the contest will be on   
December 23rd and winners will be 
announced December 30th. If you 
would like to participate, please email 
Ms. Cynthia Butler.  

Pawnee Public Schools Christmas Break 

Pawnee Public Schools Christmas Break 

GINGER BREAD CONTEST 

Our annual Ginger Bread Contest for the 
kids is always a fun family activity. Just 
like last year, please submit a  picture of 
your child’s ginger bread house and the 
name of the child for each submission. 
We will announce the winners on        
December 30th. Please email your     
submissions to Ms. Cynthia Butler.  
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NEWS AROUND PAWNEE 

NOV/DEC BIRTHDAY SHOUTOUTS! 
Angie Pratt, November 

Robert Ankney, December 

Rogelio Garcia, December 

Grant Hawkins, December 
 

Do you have a birthday shoutout? Send us a pic for Jan/

Feb b-days and we will put it in the next newsletter.  

EMERGECY MANAGEMENT 

ROAD NOW OPEN 

Yay! The railroad crossing on Morris 

Road is now open! It has been a long 

few weeks with the closure of the road.  

To stay safe at railroad crossings, always 

slow down, look both ways, and be    

prepared to stop at designated cross-

ings. Never drive around lowered gates, 

and ensure your vehicle can completely 

clear the tracks before crossing to avoid 

getting stuck. If your vehicle stalls on 

the tracks, evacuate immediately and 

call the emergency number posted at 

the crossing.  

These are some helpful tips that were 

posted on the Pawnee Nation’s Face-

book page.  

The City of Pawnee 

Fire Department 

thanked the Pawnee 

Nation of Oklahoma 

Fire Department for 

the use of a new Hon-

eywell BW Max Multi-

Gas detection meter.  

This meter was  purchased by the     

Pawnee Nation Fire Department 

through a federal grant and they are    

issuing out these meters, under an 

equipment loan program, to the         

surrounding fire departments that     

represent their territorial boundaries. 

This meter is an active sampling meter 

designed to alert the operator when the 

atmosphere they are entering starts to 

become dangerous. This active sampling 

meter checks for: H2S (hydrogen        

sulfide), CO (carbon monoxide), O2 

(oxygen), LEL (lower explosive limit). 

This meter can also have a sampling line 

attached to it that will assist the user in 

finding a gas leak or find a CO leak 

around an appliance. 

More good things to come at the      

Pawnee Volunteer Fire Department and 

thank you for your continued support.  

All the information from this article was 

taken from the City Fire Departments 

Facebook page.  
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PAWNEE NATION PRINCESS 

Pawnee Nation Princess, Cora Pratt has 
been busy the past few months. We took 
the following information from the Paw-
nee Nation Princess Facebook page. 
Please go like and follow her page 
@PawneeNationPrincess.  

Visit to Hawaii 

PHS Senior Morning Pic 

Ms. Louise Beard (Pawnee Nation        
citizen) and Ms. Mary Blackowl were  
featured in a Tulsa World article posted 
in celebration of the Tulsa  Native  
American Day parade on October 13th.  

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY 

 

Miss Cora    
participated in 
the promotion 

of Native  
American Day 

in Tulsa by    
recording a  

video to invite 
the public to 

the event.  

PAWNEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

If you are looking for a 
fun club for the kids, 
the Pawnee Public   
Library is inviting Prek
-5th grade to join them 
for LEGO CLUB. They 
meet once a month, 
the 3rd Tuesday from 
4-5pm. Join the fun! 
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TRADING POST CASINO GOOD LUCK ISABELLE!! 

The PNHA wants to wish Miss Isabelle 
Leading Fox good luck in her journey for 
the 2026 Jr. Miss Indian Oklahoma    
Pageant! The pageant will take place on 
November 8, 2025 at 5 pm at the    
Northeastern State University Broken  
Arrow Campus.  
 
We are proud of you and send our best 
wishes for you!  

If you haven't heard, the Trading Post 
Casino has some changes coming up 
starting November 2nd. Below is the PSA 
that was posted on their Facebook page.  
 
PSA: 
We’re so excited to share that we will be 
undergoing some renovations! Due to the 
timeline of the renovations the last day 
for retail operations in the Trading Post 
Casino will be Saturday, November 1st.  
 
Starting Sunday November 2nd there will 
no longer be any retail purchases         
including tobacco products.  
 
Fuel can still be purchased after this date 
with ONLY pay at the pump via card or 
mobile pay.  
 
We’re sorry for any 
inconvenience this 
may cause, but      
excited for what’s   
to come!  
- Management 

SUNEAGLE RECEIVES AWARD 

Congratulations 
to Mr. Russell 
Sun Eagle on   
receiving the  
Native Media 
Guru Award from 
the Full Blood 
productions 
Black Fox   
Premier Awards 
for Okie Podcast.  
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