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March 2024 

AKąRUõ  NEWs 
www.pawneenationhousing.org 

We had a lot of fun at the PNHA Tenant       
ValentineƜs BINGO in February.  There were 
snacks and prizes with lots of laughter.  We are 
looking forward to future events like this with 
our tenants.  
The Housing StaǠ have been working hard to 
get our units/homes ready for new renters to 
move in and we have moved several families in 
at the Littlesun Addition (Eagle Chief Drive). In 
this edition of the newsletter, we also provide 
the steps that are used while processing         
applications and selection of a new tenant.  We 
hope this helps in understanding how this     
process works when you submit an application.   
We are continuing with renovations and        
upgrades of our units/homes in the Littlesun 
Addition and have some photos to share show 
the progress of our work. 
We are looking forward to Spring and want to 
mention we will also be starting with lawn 
mowing.  Please help us in keep your yards 
picked up so we are not running over toys.     

~ Linda Jestes, PNHA Executive Director       

Edition 1004 

RURAL ENERGY PILOT 
PROGRAM (REPP) 
 The Pawnee Nation Rural Energy Pilot        
Program (REPP) is underway and currently in 
phase two of the program.  Our Energy          
Coordinator, Alex McSheridan has been    
working on Community engagement and is 
looking for  volunteers for the sensor             
deployment.  He has set up numerous meetings 
within the community to talk to leaders,      
businesses and residents about how this       
program could beneƿt the community.   
What this partnership with the Pawnee Nation 
brings to Pawnee and the surround areas are 
new technologies to help transition us into a 
stable, sustainable, and greener future.   
The REPP Program will be organizing work-
shops and ways to educate the community on 
everything the program is doing and how it can 
positively impact all of us.  
We would love to see everyone participate in 
these meetings or workshops. More information 
will be posted soon.  We are working on a 
webpage and social media content to be able to 
share all this wonderful information.   
 

WELCOME FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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COMMISSIONER NEWS 

BOARD NEWS 

At the January 2024 Board meeting 

of the Pawnee Nation Housing    

Authority Commissioners, the 

Board approved several items for 

the participation with the Pawnee 

NationƜs Rural Energy Pilot        

Program (REPP).  Also approving 

the contract and budget for the 

Housing Authorities Energy Coordi-

nator who will work directly on the 

REPP Grant.   

At the February 2024 Board meet-

ing of the Pawnee Nation Housing 

Authority Commissioners, the 

Board was introduced to Mr. Alex 

McSheridan who was selected for 

the Energy Coordinator position.  

Mr. Brian Kirk attended the meeting 

to do a presentation on a possible 

collaboration on Housing with the 

Pawnee Nation and a company who 

manufactures houses. The Board  

also discussed updating processes 

for programs such as the Property   

Proposal Process, Homeownership 

process, Application and Waiting 

List processes.   

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Douglas Gover Miller, Seat #1 
James Grant Hawkins, Seat #2 
Reva Howell Garcia, Seat #3 
Carol Nuttle, Seat #4 
Suzy Knife Chief, Seat #5 

The Commissioners are continuing 
to work on ideas and programs for 
the 2025 Indian Housing Plan.  The 
Commission will host a Community 
Meeting scheduled for March 19th 
at 5:30 PM at the Pawnee Nation 
Community Center (551 Harrison 
Street).  Everyone from the      
Community is invited.  We will be 
serving a light meal.  Topics of    
discussion will include Community 
Needs, Housing in the Pawnee 
Community and the Rural Energy 
Pilot Program (REPP).   
 

All are welcome.   
Please join the discussion. 

COMMUNITY MEETING 
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NEXT BOARD MEETING IS 
SCHEDULED FOR  

March 12th AT 11:30 P.M. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY NEWS 

COMMISSIONER SPOTLIGHT 

The Commissioner Spotlight this edition 
is Mrs. Reva Howell-Garcia.  
Mrs. Howell-Garcia has been a member 
of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Housing Authority for 2 terms and sits in 
Seat #3 and is the current chairperson of 
the Board.  She has brought forward 
many suggestions to strengthen policies 
and initiatives for sustainable housing         
opportunities.   
She has been married to Rogelio Garcia 
for 3 years and has raised her 4 girls in 
the Pawnee community.   
Mrs. Howell-Garcia will soon be a      
graduate of Oklahoma State University 
and is currently working for the Otoe-
Missouria Housing Authority.   
With her knowledge and experience she 
has contributed to the growth of Pawnee 
Housing.  ƞI have enjoyed working with 
the other Commissioners on projects and 
helping to strengthen our policies.  I look 
forward to the next few years as the 
Chairperson of the Commission as we 

continue to develop 
plans to meet the 
needs of the Pawnee        
Community by    
oǠering aǠordable 
Housing opportuni-
ties.Ɵ says Mrs. Howell
-Garcia 
 
Thank you for your 
service to this      
Community as a 
member of the Board.   

NEXT BOARD MEETING IS 
SCHEDULED FOR  

April 9th AT 11:30 P.M. 
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Our employee spotlight for this edition is 
Mr. George Gardipe Jr.   
 

Mr. Gardipe has worked for the Housing 
Authority for eight (8) years and is our 
Project Coordinator.   
 
He has lived in the Pawnee Community 
since he was a child and later moved 
back to the area where he has been very 
active with his children and sports.  He 
has been married for 15 years to Lisa 
(Beard) Gardipe and has six children.   
 
He is a 1994 graduate of Taft School, a 
prep school in Watertown, Connecticut. 
After graduation, Mr. Gardipe attended 
Dartmouth College.   
 
He is currently serving a term on the 
Pawnee Business Council as Secretary, 
owns Pawnee Power (local business in 
Pawnee), and is a current Director of the 
Pawnee Community Chamber of      
Commerce.   
 
We are blessed to have Mr. George 
Gardipe as a part of the Housing Team.   

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 
Linda Jestes, Executive Director 
Phone: 918-762-3454 
Email: linda.jestes@pawneenationhousing.org 
           pawneenationha@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mary Hawkins, Administrative Technician 
Phone: 918-285-9371 
Email: maryhawkins@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

George Gardipe, Project Coordinator 
Phone: 918-223-1587 
Email: pawneepower@gmail.com 
 

Cynthia Butler, Compliance Specialist 
Email: cbutler@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

George Pratt, Maintenance Coordinator 
Phone: 918-223-1697 
 

Alex McSheridan, Energy Coordinator 
Email: alex.mcsheridan@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

Deni Clark, Accountant 
Louie Pratt, Maintenance 
Austin Clark, General Laborer (WEX) 

PNHA STAFF EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
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HOUSING RECERTIFICATIONS 

We have a majority of the recert  
applications completed.  Please be 
sure to look for your letter, most of 
the new rent rates start on April 1st.  
If you have any questions or      
concerns about the recertiƿcation 
process, please call our oǡce.   

SMOKE DETECTOR PROGRAM 

Housing will be going to each our 
units in the next month or two to  
inspect and install smoke detectors. 
We have partnered with the Pawnee 
Nation to help in keeping our      
residents safe and educate them on 
ƿre safety. For more information on 
this program go to our Housing 
website.   

What happens after you turn in an       
application?  Here are the steps the 
Housing Oǡce uses to process            
applications.   
1. A written application by a responsible 
member of the family will be obtained 
from each family seeking admission 
with all supporting documentation 
and identiƿcation attached. 

2. Processing: Veriƿed information will 
be analyzed and a determination 
made with respect for the following:  
a. Veriƿcation of applicant as a family 

- Background checks, Landlord 
check 

b. Eligibility of applicant with respect 
to income limits for admission -  
Income veriƿcation with employer 

c. Size of unit required for the family 
d. Preference and/or Priority of     
applicant family - Priority #1 - 
Pawnee Tribal Members, Priority 
#2 - Pawnee Descendancy, Priority 
#3 - Other federally recognized 
tribes.  Preference - Veterans,      
Elders and disabled 

e. Determination of eligibility with 
respect to standard of admission of 
Housing programs.  

4. After all veriƿcation is cleared, the    
application is forwarded to the      
waiting list based on preference,     
priority, family size and income.   

5. Applicants should update their         
application annually to remain on the 
waiting list.   

6. Once a unit becomes available the 
next applicant on the waiting list will 
be contacted.   

A deposit of $300 and ƿrst months rent 
is due before the applicant moves in.   

APPLICATION & WAIT LIST PROCESS 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 

The Housing Authority has several 
programs for the youth who play 
participate in sports or participate 
in extracurricular activities.  This     
program oǠers assistance to parents 
in the amount of $200.00 to help 
pay for participation fees, sports 
gear, sports shoes, etc.  This       
program is income and Pawnee    
jurisdiction based.   
 
Applications can be picked up at 
the Housing oǡce or downloaded 
from the website.  
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HOUSING MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES 
Our maintenance crew has been working hard to ensure that our housing units are   
maintained with updated appliances for our current and future tenants.   
 

One of our ƿve year goals within the Indian Housing Plan (IHP) has been to complete 
renovations to our NAHASDA homes.  We have almost completed with this goal and have 
just a few more homes to renovate.   
 

Here are some pictures of the work our staǠ has completed.    
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HOUSING MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES 
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March 2024  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Employee  

Appreciation 

2 

3 4 5 

530 p PBC 

Meeting 

6 

1130 a Pawnee 

Chamber Mtg 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 
1130 a PNHA 
Meeting 
7 p PPS Board 

13 

Pest control 

Spray 

14 15 16 

Spring Dance 

17 18 19 
530 p PBC Mtg 
530 p Comm Mtg 

20 

 

21 
Filter Changes 
1130 a Chamber 

Roundtable 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

PN Empl. Club 

Easter Egg 

Hunt 

30 

Lions Club 

Easter Egg 

Hunt 

31 

Easter Day 
      

ϤϤϤϤ    {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ tŀǿƴŜŜ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ    ϤϤϤϤ 

If you are a tenant of the Pawnee 
Nation Housing Authority and need 
help to haul trash or large items, the 
Housing Authority will help in    
hauling items to the dump site.  We 
do not have the manpower to load 
and/or unload, please have help 
available to do the lifting.  We will 
be doing a schedule for the week, 
please call the oǡce at 762-3454.   

SPRING CLEAN-UP 


