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PAWNEE NATION HOUSING AUTHORITY 

March/April 2026 

www.pawneenationhousing.org 
AKÂRU’  NEWs 

Over the past several weeks, PNHA has 
met with three student teams from      
Oklahoma State University’s Spring     
Engineering Capstone course, along with 
representatives from OSU Institute of 
Technology, to advance housing goals 
and develop conceptual plans for PNHA-
owned sites. Building on that work, 
PNHA invites the community and       
tenants to participate in a follow-up   
Planning Week. SEE Renewal, PNHA’s 
project consultant, will facilitate the 
week’s activities, drawing on the         
November 2025 sessions, follow-up      
research, and additional secondary data 
collected since that time. 
The upcoming series of meetings is     
intended to engage residents, strengthen 
partnerships, and conclude with an        
in-person Board of Commissioners  

Edition 1016 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT PNHA REPP UPDATE 

We are pleased to share continued      
progress on the Pawnee Nation’s          
Renewable Energy and Power Production 
(REPP) Grant solar initiative. This        
project remains a central part of our  long
-term strategy to strengthen energy      
infrastructure and advance tribal energy 
sovereignty.  
In recent weeks, PNHA and the Pawnee 
Nation Executive Office have met with 
Stronghold Construction to discuss final 
system designs and determine the        
optimal project location. These meetings 
focused on reviewing engineering        
layouts, confirming infrastructure access, 
and ensuring the selected site supports 
both immediate performance and long-
term expansion. After careful evaluation, 
the current design includes over 300    
solar panels, positioned to maximize solar 

Continued on page 5 Continued on page 3 
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BOARD MEETINGS 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 

On January 13th, the Commission met in a    

Special Meeting with a quorum present and    

approved meeting minutes for December 9, 

2025. Reports were given by staff and            

consultants on daily operations and activities. In 

New Business, a motion was made by          

Commissioner Hawkins to table discussion on 

staff health benefits revisions, seconded by  

Commissioner Knife Chief, motion carried; a  

motion was made by Commissioner Knife Chief 

to approve the increase of the stipend amount to 

$200 per meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Hawkins, motion carried; a motion was made by 

Commissioner Hawkins to approve the Ash 

Street unit to be under NAHASDA Lease       

Purchase Program Policy for low-income        

applicants, motion carried; and a motion was 

made by Commissioner Knife Chief to approve 

the amendments to the REPP Sub-Recipient 

Contract with the Pawnee Nation, seconded by 

Commissioner Hawkins, motion carried. The 

Commission went into Executive session for   

discussion and/or action on tenant concerns, a 

motion was made to go into executive session 

by Commissioner Knife Chief and seconded by 

Commissioner Hawkins; and a motion to come 

out of executive session by Commissioner Knife 

Chief and seconded by Commissioner Hawkins. 

After executive session, no formal action was 

taken on the tenant concern but the consensus 

was to move forward with the termination of the 

lease agreement for the tenant. A motion was 

made to adjourn; the meeting adjourned at 2:24 

pm.  

On February 10th, the Commission met in a  

Special Meeting with a quorum present. A      

For a full listing of our Commission 
Meetings, please visit our website at 

www.pawneenationhousing.org 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  
April 14th at 11:30 A.M. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING  
IS SCHEDULED FOR  

March 10th at 11:30 A.M. 

Commissioners: (L to R) Suzy Knife Chief, 

Reva Howell Garcia, William Perry,   

Robert Wallar, and Marvin Hand. 

WELCOME to our newly appointed  

Housing Commissioners! We look forward 

to working with them for the next few 

years in their terms of office.  

 

We will be doing Commissioner spotlights 

in the next few issues of the newsletter   

to introduce them to our  

PNHA Community. 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSIONER NEWS 
motion was made by Commissioner Knife Chief 

to approve the meeting minutes for January 13, 

2026, motion carried. Reports were given by 

staff and consultants on daily operations and  

activities. In Old Business, a motion was made 

by Commissioner Waller to table the discussion 

and/or action on the staff health benefit          

revisions until the policy and procedures are    

revised, seconded by Commissioner Knife Chief, 

motion carried. In New Business, a motion was 

made by Commissioner Perry to approve the 

revisions made to the Rehabilitation and      

Modernization Program Policy, with changes,        

seconded by Commissioner Wallar, motion     

carried; a motion was made by Commissioner 

Perry to table the action on unit 412 Beck Drive 

until there are other bids submitted, seconded by 

Commissioner Hand, motion carried; a motion 

was made by Commissioner Wallar to approve 

the proposed revisions to the PNHA By-Laws, 

seconded by Commissioner Perry, motion      

carried; and there was discussion only on items 

d. Admissions and Occupancy Policy and e. 

Election of Officers; item e. will be added to the 

next meeting agenda. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Perry to adjourn, seconded by 

Commissioner Hand, motion carried to adjourn 

at 1:17 PM.  

Continued from Front Page 
 

planning meeting to refine PNHA’s vision 
and goals. Planning Week will help 
bridge information gaps, clarify needs 
and priorities, and reinforce the         
partnerships required to move projects 
forward. 
A preliminary schedule (with formal    
advertising to come) is as follows:        
Community and Tenant Open House 
(5/27), Partners (5/28), and Board of 
Commissioners (5/29). We hope to see 
you there! 

CENTER UNDER REPAIRS 

Starting on March 1st, the PNHA Communi-
ty Center will be under  repairs for the 
month. We will not be able to rent the facility 
during this time. We will post on our website 
and in the next newsletter, when the building 
will be open for rental.  
 
We are sorry for the inconvenience and 
thank you for your patience.  
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PNHA STAFF 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Linda Jestes, Executive Director 
Phone: 918-762-3454 
Email: linda.jestes@pawneenationhousing.org 
           pawneenationha@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mary Hawkins, Administrative Technician 
Phone: 918-223-7988 
Email: maryhawkins@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

Cynthia Butler, Compliance Specialist 
Email: cbutler@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

Kameron Brown, Energy Coordinator, REPP  
Email: Kameron.brown@pawneenationhousing.org 
 

George Pratt, Maintenance Coordinator 
Phone: 918-223-1697 
 

Deni Clark, Accountant 
Robert Pratt, Jr., Contract General Laborer 

WELCOME TO THE TEAM!! 
We want to welcome Mr. Robert Pratt, Jr. to the 

Housing team. He starts under the Maintenance    

Department on March 5th. We look forward to  

working with him.  

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Our College and Youth Assistance 
programs are open. Applications are 
on the website, or come by the office 
to pick one up.  
The College Assistance Program is 
for full-time students who are         
enrolled in a college or university, 
whose primary address is within the 
Pawnee Nation’s jurisdiction, to assist 
with rent, utilities or tuition costs.     
Eligibility is income based and        
applicant must be an enrolled     
member of a federally recognized 
tribe.  
The Youth Assistance Program is to 
support the children who participate 
in extracurricular activities. Youth 
participants, 1st grade through 12th 
grade, must be a member of a       
federally recognized tribe, within     
income guidelines of the 80% AMI 
and live within the Pawnee Nation 
service area.  
For more information, please call our 
office or visit our website under     
Services, and click on Assistance for 
more details and to download the  
applications.  
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HOUSING STAFF ACTIVITIES 

The Pawnee Nation Housing Authority is 
working with the Oklahoma State      
University Engineering Students on three 
(3) capstone projects for future Housing 
Developments.  
 Project 1 - Single-Family Living      

Addition (14-Acres) 
 Project 2 - Elders Village (Hawthorne 

Street) 
 Project 3 - Shotgun Style Homes (2nd 

& Cleveland Street) 
We will share more information as     
projects are completed.  

CAPSTONE PROJECTS W/ OSU 

It is that time of year for recertifications 
for our NAHASDA units. Ms. Mary   
Hawkins will be sending out letters and 
other documentation needed for recerts 
this year. She will be notifying residents 
head of household via email soon. For 
those who do not have email addresses 
on file, we will hand deliver your letter. 
Should you have any questions, please 
call the Housing Office and talk to Mary 
Hawkins.  

NAHASDA RECERTIFICATIONS REPP UPDATE CONTINUED 

exposure and production efficiency.  
A key component of the planning       
process has been identifying a location 
that not only meets today’s needs but  
also allows for future growth. The       
proposed site includes dedicated space 
for expansion, giving the Nation the  
flexibility to increase capacity as demand 
rises. By planning for scalability now, we 
are protecting the investment and laying 
the groundwork for additional phases of 
renewable development.  
This project represents a significant step 
forward for the Pawnee Nation’s energy 
resilience and sovereignty. By generating 
more of our own renewable power, we 
reduce reliance on outside utility        
providers and strengthen long-term     
infrastructure stability for tribal facilities. 
The REPP solar initiative continues to 
build on previous updates shared in our 
earlier newsletters, reflecting steady  
progress from concept development to 
design refinement and site confirmation.  
As we move closer to final approvals and 
construction scheduling, we remain 
committed to transparency and         
continued communication with our  
community.  
Each milestone achieved strengthens our 
path toward a more sustainable and    
self-reliant energy future for the Pawnee 
Nation.  
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HOUSING AUTHORITY NEWS 

MARCH & APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Monika Clayborn 
Kameron Brown 

Jenifer Gover-Littlesun 
Misty Nuttle 

Donna Howell 
Dasia Gardipe 
Dorsey Tiger  

Miss Camilia Grier welcomed baby sister 
Cataleya Grier on February 26, 2026.    
Sister and mom are doing good and are 
home.  
Congratulations to Ms. Sherry and Jaden 
Grier on their new addition to the family. 
Our Pawnee Housing Community is   
growing and we are proud to share the 
news.  

WELCOME BABY GRIER!! 

NEW HOUSING SOFTWARE 

We want to thank all who have attended 
our additional holiday  celebrations here 
at the Housing Authority. We wanted to 
make it fun for our tenants to come by 
the office, visit and enjoy some food and 
snacks. We look forward to the upcom-
ing months. Below are some pictures of 
January and February activities.  

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

Left: National Corn Chip Day and  
Right: National Pie Day 

The Housing Office will be upgrading its 
systems in the coming months by integrat-
ing Kanso Software to enhance operational 
efficiency and ensure accurate record 
keeping. This new system will streamline 
processes such as filing, rent receipt      
generation, late notices, and work order 
management, allowing for more effective 
and timely service delivery. The majority of         
correspondence will transition to email 
communication, including the issuance of 
digital receipts. We look forward to this   
upgrade as it will improve internal           
operations and enable us to better serve 
the PNHA community.  
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March 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

9 a PBC Mtg 

4 
1130a Chamber 

Mtg 

530 p City Council  

5  
10a REPP Mtg 

6 
Employee  

Appreciation 

7 

 

8 

Daylight Saving 

Time 

9 10 

7a PP School 
Board Mtg 
1130 a PNHA Mtg 

11 

 

FDP Closed 

12 
10a REPP Mtg 
10a Tribal Court 

 

13 
1p School Early 
Release 

 

14 
9a Resaru 
Council Mtg 

15 16 17 
530 p PBC Mtg 

18 19  
10a REPP Mtg 
1030a PCS Mtg 
1130a Chamber 
Roundtable 

20 
8a Spring Cedar 
Blessing 
 

Spring Begins 

21 
 
12 PM Spring 
Solstice Dance 

22 
 

23 
 

 

24 
 
 
10a Tribal Court 

25 26 

10a REPP Mtg 

27 
 
 

PNLC Closed 

28 

29 30 
 
 
FDP Closed 

31 
 
 
FDP Closed 

    

Join us for National Tamale Day! 
We hope you love homemade       
tamales. We will serve tamales with 
beans and rice on March 23rd 
from 12 - 1 pm here at the Housing 
Office. Hope you can join us! 

NATIONAL TAMALE DAY SPRING IS HERE! 

In honor of the beginning of the 
Spring Season, we will be handing 
out seeds to those who would like 
to plant flowers or a small vegetable 
garden. Join us on March 20th 
from 2-4 pm to get your gardens 
started! 

Pawnee Public School Spring Break  
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PNHA COOKING CORNER 

Cherry Pie Bombs 
Ingredients: 
1 can (8-count) Grand Biscuits 
1 cup cherry pie filling 
Oil 
Sugar 
Cinnamon 
 

Instructions:  
• Preheat your air fryer to 

350°F (175°C) or your oven to 375°F (190°C). 
• Open the can of biscuits and separate each 

piece.  
• Flatten each biscuit into a circle. 
• Place a spoonful of cherry pie filling in the 

center of each biscuit. 
• Fold the biscuit over the filling and pinch the 

edges to seal tightly. 
• If baking, brush the tops with oil and sprinkle 

with sugar and cinnamon if desired; if air fry-
ing, lightly spray with oil. 

• Place the bombs into the air fryer basket or on 
a baking sheet. 

• Cook for 10-12 minutes in the air fryer or 15-20 
minutes in the oven, until golden brown. 

• Allow to cool slightly and serve warm. 

CUPPA CUPPA CUPPA 
 

Ingredients: 
1 Cup Self-Rising Flour 
1 Cup granulated white sugar 
1 can of fruit cocktail with the 
juice 
 

Instructions:  
• Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees. Grease a 1-1/2 
quart casserole dish with 
nonstick cooking spray and set aside.  

• Combine self-rising flour, granulated sugar, 
and fruit cocktail with the liquid in a mix-
ing bowl. Mix the cake batter well. 

• Pour into the prepared baking dish and 
bake for 50–60 minutes or until the edges 
are golden brown and a toothpick inserted 
in the center comes out clean. 

• Remove from oven and let cuppa cake 
stand to cool a bit. Serve warm with a scoop 
of ice cream.  

Creamy Rotel Pasta 
 

Ingredients:  
• 8 oz Elbow Macaro-

ni  or Penne, your 
choice 

• 1 lb Ground Beef  
• 2 tbsp Olive Oil  
• 1 tsp Garlic Powder  
• 1 tsp Onion Powder  
• 1 tsp Salt  
• 1 tsp Pepper  
• 1 can Diced Tomatoes 

with Green Chilies 
(Rotel)  

• 8 oz Cream Cheese  
• 1 cup Beef Broth  
• 1 cup Shredded Cheddar Cheese  
 
Instructions: 
• Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil 

and cook the elbow macaroni until al dente, 
about 7-8 minutes. Once done, drain and set 
aside. 

• In the same pot, heat olive oil over medium 
heat. Add the ground beef, cooking until 
browned, around 5-7 minutes. Drain any 
excess fat. 

• Stir in garlic powder, onion powder, salt, 
and pepper. Cook for 1 minute, allowing 
the spices to blend into the meat. 

• Pour in the Rotel, adding softened cream 
cheese and beef broth. Stir until smooth and 
creamy. 

• Return the cooked macaroni to the pot. Add 
shredded cheddar cheese, stirring until 
melted and well coated. 

• Dish into bowls and garnish with fresh 
cilantro or parsley if desired. Serve hot. 

If you have tried any of our Recipes from the 
Recipe Corner, please share your photos with 
us! We would love to hear from you on your 
recipes as well. Contact Cynthia via email at 
cbutler@pawneenationhousing.org. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 April Fools Day 

1130a Chamber 

Mtg 

530 p City Council  

2 
10a REPP Mtg 

3 
1 pm PN Empl 
Club Easter Egg 
Hunt 

 
Good Friday 

4 

10 am Chamber 

Egg Hunt 

12 pm Skidi 

Dance 

5 6 7 
9a PBC Mtg 

8 9 
10a REPP Mtg 

10 11 

12 13 14 

7a PP School 

Board Mtg 

1130 a PNHA 

Meeting 

15 
 
 
 

Tax Day 

16 
10a REPP Mtg 

17 18 

19 20 21 
 
530 p PBC Mtg 

22 
 

Admin  
Professionals 

Day 

23 
10a REPP Mtg 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 
10a REPP Mtg 

  

April 2026 

NATIONAL OATMEAL COOKIE DAY 

On April 30th we will celebrate       
National Oatmeal Cookie Day at the 
Housing Office. Join us for some      
Oatmeal Cookies and punch from 2 pm 
to 4 pm. Hope to see you there! 

TENANT EASTER EGG HUNT 

We will be having a PNHA Tenant Easter 
Egg Hunt starting at 5:30 PM at the 
Housing Office on April 2nd. Bring the 
kids and their baskets for candy, eggs, 
and hot dogs. Hope to see you there! 
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LADY BEARS DISTRICT CHAMPS 

Congratulations to the Pawnee Lady Bears 
on being District Champs! They defeated 
the Preston Lady Pirates to claim the title.  

Pawnee Public Schools celebrated 
three outstanding student-athletes 
for their accomplishments and    
furthering their academic and      
athletic journeys.  
 Jaslene Garcia-Howell -  
    Basketball, Hutchinson  
    Community College 
 Aiden Jones - Football,  
    Kenyon College 
 Cale McPeek - Football,          

Henderson State University 
Congratulations to each of the    
students and we look forward to 
continue watching your athletic 
achievements. Go Bears! 

PPS SIGNING DAY PAWNEE NATION 4 BANDS 

Have you checked out the Pawnee 
Nation 4 Band Market yet? Below is 
their price list of their products in the 
storefront.  

NEWS AROUND PAWNEE 

Pictured Left: 
Jaslene Garcia-
Howell with her 
proud parents 
as she signs her 
commitment to 
Hutchinson 
Community 
College.  
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PAWNEE NATION PRINCESS 

Pawnee Nation Princess, Cora Pratt has 
been busy the past few months. We took 
the following information from the     
Pawnee Nation Princess Facebook page. 
Please go like and follow her page 
@PawneeNationPrincess.  

Princess, Cora Pratt attended the 2026 
Haskell Indian Nations University Spring 
"Welcome Back" Powwow on February 24.  

Pawnee Nation Princess dance and coronation 
held on February 22nd 

Scan the QR Code 

to visit the Pawnee 
Nation Princess  

Facebook Page 

Crowning of 2026-2027 Pawnee Nation Princess  
Isabelle Bayhylle Leading fox 

PN Princess Committee with Incoming Pawnee 
Nation Princess Isabelle Leading Fox 

Past Pawnee nation princesses and  
Pawnee tribal princesses 
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The Pawnee Nation Celebrated 
Chief’s Day on February 16th at the 
Museum of the Pawnee Nation. 
Here are some photos shared by 
the Pawnee Nation Communication 
Office via Facebook.  

CHIEFS DAY 

If you weren’t able to attend this 
years State of the City event, you 
may watch the event on Lone Tipi 
Productions YouTube page.  

STATE OF THE CITY 

Congratulations to Ms. Randee 
Marks for being named Pawnee  
Nation’s       
Employee of the 
Year for 2025. 
Ms. Marks is 
the Coordinator 
for the Office of 
Indian Child 
Welfare.  

PN EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

Have you been out to help or view 
the new earthlodge being built by 
the Chiefs? They are looking for 
help to finish the lodge. To learn 
more please follow the Chief’s    
personal Facebook pages for more 
information about dates and times. 

A few pics from the event. Left, you will notice our PNHA 
Staff and Commission attended the event.  

PAWNEE CHIEFS EARTHLODGE 

Mayor Cottle delivering the 
State of the City Address 

The State of the Nation deliv-
ered by President Misty Nuttle 
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